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Yoi/    have    36S    days 
to    grow    as    an    individual — 
don't    waste    a    minute! 

Learn    a    new    skill,    start    that    book 
you've    been    wanting    to    read, 
get    to    know    your    neighbors, 
take    an    active    role 
in    your    church. 

Set    priorities    for    the 
year    and    then    get    organized 
so    you'll    have    the    time 
to    do    the    things 
that    are    really    important 
to    you    and    to    God. 

Get    up    and    get    going    now- 

1979 

will    be    here 

before    you    know    if! 


Anita  Bryant  ■  Robert  Cook  ■  Archie  Dennis 

■  Jerry  Falwell  ■  Jerome  Nines  ■  James  Earl 
Massey  ■  Catherine  Marshall  ■  MarabeE 
Morgan  ■  Malcolm  Muggeridge  ■  Stephen 
Olford     ■    Luis  Palau     ■    John  W.  Peterson 

■  Carl    Richardson    ■    Abe   C.   Van   Der  Puy 

are  some  of  the  famous 
radio  and  television 
personalities  who  will 
be  participating  in  the 
1978  NRB  Convention 
in  the  nation's  capital. 
Come  meet  them! 


NATIONAL     RELIGIOUS     BROADCASTERS 
35TH     ANNUAL     CONVENTION 

January  22-25,  1978 
Washington  Hilton  Hotel 
Washington,  D.  C. 


For  registration  and  information,  call  or  write. 

Dr.  Ben  Armstrong 

NRB/Box  2254R/Morristown,    NJ   07960 

(201)  540-8500 
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Laurence   E.   Johns:   man   of   many   hats 


Dr. 
L.  E. 

Johns 


HUSBAND,  father,  dentist, 
teacher,    fireman. 

Dr.  Laurence  E.  Johns  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  wears  many 
hats.  He  recently  added  that  of 
president-elect  of  the  Maryland 
State   Dental   Association. 

He  has  always  been  active  in 
serving  his  church  and  his  com- 
munity. He  is  a  life-long  member 
and  past  moderator  of  the 
Hagerstown  First  Brethren 
Church.  He  presently  teaches 
the  adult  men's  Sunday  school 
class  and  serves  as  a  deacon 
and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

In  addition,  he  is  a  member 


of   the   executive   committee  of 
the  Southeast  District. 

Following  four  years  in  the 
U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Dr.  Johns 
returned  to  his  hometown  and 
enrolled  at  the  junior  college. 
Working  and  going  to  school, 
he  earned  his  Doctor  of  Dental 
Surgery  degree  in  1962.  In  July 
that  year  he  established  the 
practice  of  general  dentistry  in 
Hagerstown. 

In  addition  to  being  president- 
elect of  the  state  dental  associa- 
tion, he  is  its  delegate  to  the 
American  Dental  Association's 
house  of  delegates. 

Dr.  John's  professional  activi- 
ties spill  over  into  the  com- 
munity as  dental  advisor  to  the 
Washington  County  Health  De- 
partment and  as  dentist  for 
inmates  at  the  Washington 
County  Detention  Center. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Leitersburg  Volunteer  Fire 
Company  since  the  age  of  18 
and  is  an  active  firefighter  and 
driver.  He  is  also  a  fire  police- 
man with  the  Washington  Coun- 
ty  Sheriff's  Department. 

Eight  years  ago  he  served  as 
charter  president  of  the  Long- 
meadow  Lions  Club  and  has 
maintained  eight  years  of  per- 
fect attendance  with  the  group. 

He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Big  Brothers  Association,  serv- 
ing as  an  "adopted  brother"  to 
fatherless  boys;  with  the  Wash- 
ington County  Farm  Bureau; 
and  with  the  Washington  Coun- 
ty Chapter  of  the  American 
Cancer  Society,  formerly  serving 
as  a  director. 

Married  in  1952  to  the  former 
Patsy  Troupe,  he  has  two  daugh- 
ters and  two  granddaughters. 

With  such  a  full  and  busy 
schedule,  Dr.  Johns  still  has 
time  for  camping,  traveling, 
farming,  and  "anything  with 
wheels  and  engines." 

— Gloria  Dahlhamer 
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Betty   Isenhart:   brightening   her   corner 


WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  when  you 
return  from  vacation  and  re- 
ceive notice  to  move  in  four 
days? 

You  move! 

At  least  that  was  Betty 
(Rowsey)  Isenhart's  experience 
last  May.  Her  move  was  to 
Santa  Rosa,  New  Mexico,  to 
manage  a  Sprouse  Reitz  Variety 
Store. 

"When  I  arrived  in  Santa 
Rosa,  I  found  I  was  big  news — 
a  new  manager  in  town,  and  a 
woman  at  that. 

"The  only  radio  station  want- 
ed to  do  a  feature,  and  the  news- 
paper wanted  to  do  a  write-up 
about  me.  So  I  began  to  think 
seriously  about  how  to  describe 
myself  so  I  could  bring  honor 
and  glory  to  my  Heavenly 
Father." 

Her  thinking  led  her  to  con- 
sider herself  a  tentmaker.  "The 
Apostle  Paul,  according  to  Acts 
18:3,  was  a  tentmaker  by  trade. 
Yet  his  main  work  in  life  was 
to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  buried, 
risen,  and  coming  again. 

"In  comparing  my  life  with 
Paul's,  I  concluded  that  Sprouse 
Reitz  is  my  means  of  tentmak- 
ing,  but  it  is  secondary.  First  in 
my  life  is  to  proclaim  the  pos- 
itive things  the  Word  says  we 
are  in  Christ." 


Hi 


Betty 
Isenhart 


So  she  has  set  out  to  "brighten 
the  corner"  where  she  is.  "The 
Lord  sends  folks  to  my  store 
now  who  need  prayer.  The 
freight  room  often  becomes  a 
temporary   prayer   room. 

"My  ministry  is  mainly  one  of 
building  up  the  believer.  I  try 
to  help  them  remember  what 
they  are  in  Christ,  what  He 
means  to  us  and  did  for  us,  and 
our  standing  before  His  throne." 

And  is  she  happy  with  the 
results  of  her  move?  She  cer- 
tainly is! 

— Ron  Waters 


Contact  is  a  column  about  people — Brethren 
people,  for  the  most  part.  In  it  we  describe  people 
you  should  know  .  .  .  because  they  are  examples 
of  the  faith;  because  they  are  making  a  significant 
contribution  to  their  local  church,  community,  or 
society  in  general;  or  because  of  a  recent  experience 
they  have  had. 

We  welcome  your  suggestions  of  individuals  we 
might  feature  in  this  column.  Send  the  person's 
name  and  a  statement  why  you  think  they  should 
be  included  in  a  future  column  to  Contact,  in  care 
of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 
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•the  year  of  full  disclosure 


Norman  B.  Rohrer  reviews  some  of  the  significant  religious 
events  of   I  977. 


ONCE  more  the  restless  earth  has  orbed 
the  sun,  pirouetting  in  pristine  splen- 
dor while  increasing  its  payload  by  nearly 
three  persons  each  second .  .  .  172  each 
minute  .  .  .  10,000  each  hour— 240,000  new 
souls  every  time  around. 

This  was  the  year  when  Esau  and  Jacob 
embraced,  when  Idi  Amin  executed,  when 
women  struggled  for  equality,  and  when 
traditionalism  gained  in  its  appeal  to 
youth. 

In  1977,  42  percent  of  all  American 
adults  were  in  church,  and  the  Gallup  Poll 
opined:  "It  could  be  said  that  we  are  at 
the  beginning  of  a  religious  revival." 

Newsmen  demanding  "full  disclosure" 
touched  Billy  Graham,  Bert  Lance,  Anita 
Bryant,  corporations,  sportsmen,  and  the 
CIA. 

While  "Star  Wars"  was  mesmerizing 
America,  a  pinpoint  of  light  from  a  real 
heavenly  body  hitherto  unnoticed  moved 
among  the  static  background  of  the 
spheres. 

In  1977,  deviant  behavior  patterns  had 
instant  support.  Homosexuals  openly  took 
posts  in  politics,  pulpits,  and  classrooms. 
A  minority  of  Lesbians  tainted  the  govern- 
ment-sponsored National  Conference  of 
Women  at  Houston.  Courts  pondered  such 
unusual  cases  as  reverse  discrimination, 
illegal  aliens,  appropriated  farm  land,  and 
the  outrage  of  preservatives  that  were 
giving  food  a  shelf  life  of  up  to  five  years. 

The  energy  crisis  waned  in  1977.  Crowd- 
ing the  headlines  were  such  issues  as  in- 

Norman  B.  Rohrer  is  director  of  the  Evangelical 
Press  Association  and  the  E.  P.  News  Service. 


dustrial  patenting  of  new  life  forms,  the 
Panama  Canal,  abortion,  deprogramming, 
the  right  to  die,  retirement  beyond  age 
65,  Christian  yellow  pages  for  "born-again 
advertisers  only,"  and  the  quest  for  free- 
dom from  crime. 

Denominations 

The  Salvation  Army  outstripped  all 
religious  bodies  in  growth  this  year. 
Expanding  churches  were  hedged  by  dis- 
sent over  the  issues  of  women  priests  (in 
one  case  a  lesbian),  homosexual  ministerial 
applications,  IRS  rulings  narrowing  the 
church's  role  as  a  tax-exempt  agency, 
inerrancy  views  on  biblical  doctrine,  and 
the  continuing  charismatic  cleavage. 

Gallup  pollsters  predicted  continued  mo- 
mentum for  the  evangelical  movement 
which,  the  opinion  samplers  said,  had  "out- 
lived the  charge  of  being  socially  apathetic 
— more  interested  in  winning  souls  than  in 
social  outreach."  Martin  E.  Marty  called 
the  born-again  movement  the  strongest 
thrust  in  American  religious  history,  one 
which  "is  not  going  to  go  away." 

Anglican  scholars  called  for  recognition 
of  the  Pope  as  "chief  pastor"  to  heal  the 
400-year-old  split  with  Rome.  Episcopal 
scholars  declared  that  the  charismatic 
renewal  is  the  ecumenical  movement  of  the 
day,  and  a  mid-summer  interdenominational 
gathering  of  50,000  charismatics  in  Kansas 
City  proved  the  point. 

Church  members  in  1977  preached  the 
Gospel,  fed  the  poor,  collected  and  destroyed 
hand  guns,  plastered  bumpers,  gave  $10 
million  to  build  Garden  Grove  Community 
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"A  panel  at  the  University  of  Connecticut 
found  no  clear  evidence  that  Transcenden- 
tal Meditation  has  any  therapeutic  value." 


Church's  glass  cathedral,  fought  for  human 
rights  in  Russia  and  other  countries, 
prayed,  picketed,  and  paraded  while  they 
looked  for  the  fingerprints  of  God  along 
the  rapid  stream  of  time. 

Education 

In  the  vanguard  of  religious  education 
this  year  were  the  twin  issues  of  prayer 
in  public  schools  and  tax  credit  for  parents 
of  parochial  students. 

From  coast  to  coast,  legislatures  made 
room  for  classroom  prayer  and  meditation, 
stressing  the  importance  of  teaching  moral- 
ity if  not  religion.  A  U.S.  Senate  bill  sought 
unsuccessfully  to  end  the  Supreme  Court's 
ban  on  school  prayer.  Daily  prayer  at  public 
schools  in  Charlotte  drew  no  protests.  A 
moment  of  silent  meditation  was  advocated 
"to  restore  order  and  calm  down  the  stu- 
dents." New  Jersey  assemblymen  voted  the 
same,  and  so  did  Nevada,  Rhode  Island, 
California,  and  other  state  legislatures. 

New  Jersey  legislators  ruled  Transcen- 
dental Meditation  unconstitutional  as 
taught  in  public  schools.  A  panel  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut  found  "no  clear 
evidence"  that  TM  has  any  therapeutic 
value. 

Tax  credit  legislation,  described  by  Con- 
gressmen as  "a  revolutionary  concept  in 
self-help  education,"  sought  to  allow  tax- 
payers to  subtract  one-half  of  the  private 
school  tuition  they  now  pay,  up  to  a  $500 
maximum  credit  per  student,  directly  from 
the  income  taxes  they  owed. 

The  American  Humanist  Association  af- 
firmed evolution  as  a  basic  principle  of 
science,  but  evolution  in  most  areas  lost 
standing  as  an  explanation  of  origins. 

Surveys  of  high  school  leaders  showed 
a  high  degree  of  religious  commitment;  82 
percent  favored  a  traditional  marrage  ar- 
rangement, and  89  percent  did  not  use 
drugs. 

Enrollment  and  financial  support  of 
evangelical  colleges  enjoyed  surprising 
growth.  Studies  showed  that  co-ed  dorms 
at  church  colleges  were  losing  appeal. 


Mission 

The  global  Protestant  missionary  front 
stood  at  55,000  individuals,  including  37,000 
North  Americans.  On  the  year's  first  day, 
8,604  young  people  among  the  17,112  dele- 
gates to  Urbana  '76  signed  cards  pledging 
their  consideration  of  missionary  service 
abroad. 

The  innovative  U.S.  Center  for  World 
Mission  opened  in  Pasadena.  The  nation's 
second  most  admired  man  led  Billy  Graham 
crusades  in  Asheville,  South  Bend,  Cincin- 
nati, Manila,  and  in  Gothenburg,  Sweden. 
Evangelist  Graham  also  preached  in  Buda- 


Will  peace  now  reign  in  the  Middle  East?  Much 
depends  on  the  progress  of  talks  begun  after 
Egypt's  President  Anwar  Sadat  visited  Israel  at  the 
end  of  1977. 
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Gallup  pollsters  predicted  continued  mo- 
mentum for  the  evangelical  movement, 
which  has  outlived  the  charge  of  being 
socially  apathetic." 


pest  and  discovered  that  "religion  can 
flourish  in  a  socialist  society." 

Day  and  night  the  Gospel  sounded  forth. 
Among  the  evangelists  were  Luis  Palau, 
holding  meetings  at  Cardiff  Castle,  Wales 
...  in  Buenos  Aires  .  .  .  and  throughout  the 
Dominican  Republic.  Leighton  Ford's  four- 
weak  series  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  went 
to  double  services  in  the  last  four  nights 
to  accommodate  eager  and  responsive 
crowds.  Stan  Mooneyham  saw  more  than 
2,000  make  a  commitment  to  Christ  in 
World  Vision's  Indonesian  rallies. 

The  best  known  former  Black  Panther 
organized  "Eldridge  Cleaver  Crusades,  Inc." 
at  Stanford.  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
geared    for    phase    two    of    "Here's    Life, 


American   Bible  Society  photo 

The    global    Protestant    missionary    force    was 

growing,  but  2.7  billion  citizens  of  the  world  still 

waited  to  hear  the  Good  News  about  Jesus  Christ. 


America,"  to  involve  400,000  trained  work- 
ers from  14,000  churches  of  all  denomina- 
tions. 

Although  the  Good  News  appeared  on 
cereal  boxes,  in  books,  magazines,  TV, 
radio,  and  even  on  letters  in  the  sky,  two- 
thirds  of  the  world's  population  still  had 
not  heard  the  message,  said  Gottfried  B. 
Ose-Mensah,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Lausanne  Committee  on  World  Evangeliza- 
tion. Missionaries  and  national  workers  were 
jailed,  killed,  tortured,  and  deprived  of  prop- 
erty as  they  sought  to  carry  out  the  man- 
date of  their  Lord. 

Publishing 

More  than  2,000  new  book  titles  were 
distributed  this  year  as  evangelical  publish- 
ing flourished.  One  million  copies  of  the 
Good  News  Bible  were  sold  in  its  first 
month. 

Both  the  New  York  Times  and  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  announced  policies  against 
accepting  advertising  for  pornographic 
films. 

Membership  in  the  Evangelical  Press 
Association  rose  above  300,  and  one  of  its 
periodicals,  Inspiration,  was  headed  for  the 
newsstands  with  an  evangelical  message. 
Editor  Larry  C.  Flynt  of  the  girlie  Hustler 
magazine  surrendered  to  Jesus  Christ  under 
the  ministry  of  Jean  Carter  Stapleton  and 
said  his  magazine  would  be  offensive  no 
longer. 

Broadcasting 

"Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  a  special  Easter 
telecast,  received  favorable  reviews  from 
secular  and  religious  audiences  alike.  Sen- 
ator William  V.  Roth  (R-Del.)  lost  a  legal 
battle  attempting  to  clear  the  airwaves  of 
"seven  dirty  words."  ABC-TV,  despite 
strong  opposition  from  Christian  leaders, 
introduced  "SOAP,"  best  described  as  a 
"30-minute  dirty  joke." 

Television's  poor  programming  was  called 
"more  serious  than  the  quiz  show  scandals 
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of  the  1950's."  FCC  Chairman  Wiley  de- 
scribed U.S.  audiences  as  "thirsting"  for 
wholesome  TV  fare.  Another  Senate  bill 
sought  unsuccessfully  to  bar  violence  and 
explicit  sex  from  TV.  A  teen-ager  in  Florida 
was  convicted  of  murder  after  he  confessed 
he  got  the  urge  and  the  idea  from  television. 
The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  the  FCC 
powerless  to  ban  obscene  language  from 
radio  and  television,  even  in  those  hours 
when  children  would  be  listening  and 
watching. 


shared  living  quarters;  nuclear  war  was 
seen  as  "inevitable".  .  .  . 

But  the  salt  had  not  lost  its  savor. 
"Religious"  persons  were  found  "more  likely 
to  offer  aid  in  emergencies."  An  active 
Methodist  lay  woman  was  named  National 
American  Mother  of  the  Year.  Parental 
influence  was  found  to  be  greater  than 
most  believed. 

1977 — a  year  of  famine,  affluence,  fear, 
and  faith.  It  was  the  year  of  the  world's 
shortest  sermon  ("Love"),  and  the  world's 
longest  stockpile  of  wheat.  It  was  the  year 
of  child  porn,  Son  of  Sam  and  teen-age 
alcoholics,  the  year  of  E.R.A.,  the  S.S.T. 
and  EST.  Floods  and  drought  cohabited  the 
land,  like  love  and  hate.  Inflation  slowed 
slightly,  but  God's  people  still  gave  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  total  for  charitable 
enterprise. 

It  is  a  year  not  even  God  can  change  now. 
Noble  and  ignoble  deeds  of  mankind  remain 
etched  in  time,  one  day  to  be  blotted  out 
by  eternity.  Those  with  hearts  opened  to 
God's  love  face  the  new  year  with  hope. 


A  thousand  New  York  babies  were  born 
addicted  to  heroin;  600,000  drug  addicts 
fed  their  habit;  1,914,000  unmarried  adults 


Some  day  He  shall  claim  His  own 
Some  day  Justice  sit  upon  the  throne 
Some  day  secret  Truth  be  known 
Some  day  .  .  . 


•  Internationally- 
known 
Speakers 

•  Special  Music 

•  Workshops 

•  Exhibits 


You  are  invited 

36th  Annual 
NAE  Convention 

February  21-23,  1978 

Minneapolis 

Radisson  South  Hotel 


For  three  days,  over  1000  evangelical  leaders  from 

across  the  country  will  experience  unique 

opportunities  for  worship,  sharing  and  strategic 

planning:,  translating  God's  mandate  of  Micah  6:8 

into  the  evangelical  agenda  for  1978.  Practical 

workshops  on  a  wide  variety  of  topics  will  provide 

help  and  insight  for  pastors  and  church  workers 

alike — as  will  the  more  than  60  displays  of  the 

latest  evangelical  materials  and  services. 

Speakers  will  include  Dr.  Oswald  Hoffmann,  Festo 
Kivengere,  Gladys  Hunt,  Dr.  Timothy  Smith  and 

Dr.  Edward  Lindaman. 

Laypeople  are  especially  invited  to  share  in  this 
vital  time  for  God's  guidance.  Write  or  phone: 


l\«MS  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 

Box  28.  Wheaton.  Ill  60187  (312)  665-0500 


-V 


World 
Day  of 
Prayer 

March  3, 1978 


■;i 
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God's  Mandate/Our  Mission 

A  Bible-centered  worship  guide 

in  booklet  form  is  provided  by 

NAE  at  no  charge  for  group 

participation  in  church  and 

community  services. 


Please  send  materials 
in  quantity  indicated: 


Booklets 
^Posters 


D  Booklet  sample  only 


NAME  

ADDRESS 

CITY   

STATE    _ 


.ZIP. 


naas 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  EVANGELICALS 
BOX  28.  WHEATON.  IL  60187 


January  1978 


Who  wants  to  be 

HOLY? 


"Holiness  is 
the  new  life 

in  Christ 
coming  to  expression." 


ta  -  ,jjg  holiness  of  Jesus  attracted  people, 

1  our  self-righteousness  drives  them 
away."  These  words  of  the  instructor  came 
across  with  a  lot  of  force.  I  had  often  won- 
dered what  made  Jesus  so  attractive  and 
"holiness"  so  unattractive;  maybe  this  was 
a  key. 

The  accounts  of  the  Gospels  leave  an 
overwhelming  impression  that  a  person 
didn't  need  to  be  afraid  to  talk  to  Jesus. 
Jesus  did  not  condemn  people.  Jesus  did 
not  make  people  feel  guilty.  He  did  not  join 
the  others  in  throwing  stones  at  the  woman 
caught  in  adultery.  He  was  at  ease  with  all 
kinds  of  people.  Adulterers,  fornicators, 
lepers,  and  thieves  all  felt  at  home  when 
they  were  around  Jesus.  Jesus,  the  Friend 
of  sinners. 

What  a  contrast  to  much  of  the  church! 
The  church,  where  sinners  feel  uncomfort- 
able, unwanted,  and  out  of  place ;  where  the 
lonely  feel  isolated,  the  hurt  rejected,  the 
sorrowing  ignored,  the  repentant  con- 
demned. The  church,  where  the  "holy"  are 
offended  by  the  unholy. 

Maybe  Christians  have  left  a  bad  taste 
in  the  mouth  of  the  world  for  the  word 
holiness.  Who  wants  to  be  holy? 

There  is  no  question  that  God  has  called 
His  people  to  b3  a  holy  or  separate  people. 
"Since  it  is  written,  'You  shall  be  holy,  for 
I  am  holy'"  (I  Peter  1:16).  "Do  you  not 
know  that  your  body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  you,  which  you  have  from 
God?  You  are  not  your  own;  you  were 
bought  with  a  price.  So  glorify  God  in  your 
body"  (I  Corinthians  6:19,  20). 

Jesus  came  into  this  world  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  people  holy.  Paul  wrote  in 
Galatians  about  the  ministry  of  Jesus: 
"Who  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he 
might  deliver  us  from  this  present  evil 
world..."   (Galatians  1:4a). 

Any  work  is  evaluated  by  whether  or  not 
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John  Giffin  is  a  senior  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.   He  is  from  Shelby,   Ohio. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


John   Giffin   asserts  that   holiness,    rightly 
lived,   is   attractive   to   Christian   and 

non-Christian   alike. 


it  achieves  the  results  intended.  If  a  builder 
were  to  construct  a  house  but  never  bring 
the  house  to  a  point  where  it  could  be  used, 
the  work  would  be  counted  a  failure.  If  a 
farmer  were  to  plant  but  never  reap  a 
harvest,  that  too  would  be  considered  a  fail- 
ure. And  it  is  the  same  with  the  work  of 
Christ. 

Christ  not  only  came  and  gave  Himself 
for  our  sins,  but  He  did  so  with  a  purpose 
in  mind.  And  that  purpose  was  that  His 
people  might  be  delivered  out  of  this  present 
evil  age.  Our  Lord's  work  must  be  a  success, 
and  to  be  a  success  we  must  see  the  results 
of  His  work.  We  must  see  the  results  of 
holiness  in  His  people.  "You  shall  be  holy, 
for  I  am  holy." 

The  question  must  be  asked,  "Then  why 
do  so  many  people  dislike  the  word  holy?" 

A  major  problem  is  that  people  see  only 
the  negative  side  of  holiness.  A  holy  life 
means  there  are  things  people  don't  do.  And 
this  is  true.  The  Ten  Commandments  are 
largely  negative.  "You  shall  not  kill,"  or 
"You  shall  not  steal." 

But  God  did  not  end  His  work  with  the 
Ten  Commandments.  God  finished  His  work 
in  the  Person  of  His  Son,  and  it  is  through 
His  Son  that  holiness  takes  on  its  full, 
positive  qualities.  It  was  not  an  accident 
that  Jesus  said  the  two  great  command- 
ments are  "You  shall  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your 
soul,  and  with  all  your  mind,"  and  "You 
shall  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself."  These 
are  two  very  positive  commands. 

Holiness  is  the  positive  expression  of  a 
life  lived  in  proper  fellowship  with  God.  It 
is  not  just  the  absence  of  certain  behavior. 
It  is  a  life  filled  with  abundant  mercy,  for- 
giveness, and  service  to  others.  Life  is  going 
to  be  filled  with  something.  It  is  not  enough 
just  to  stop  doing  certain  things.  Holiness 
means  that  a  person  cultivates  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  in  his  life.  No  one  finds  love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kindness,  goodness,  faith- 


fulness, gentleness,  and  self-control  offen- 
sive or  distasteful. 

Another  problem  people  have  with  the 
idea  of  being  holy  is  that  they  think  they 
must  go  to  a  special  place  to  be  holy.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  church  men  and  women 
have  thought  that  if  they  could  just  go 
some  place  where  they  were  cut  off  from 
the  outside  world,  then  they  could  be  holy. 
No  one  ever  thought  it  possible  to  be  holy 
touching  the  common  things  of  life.  Who 
could  be  holy  working  in  a  factory,  correct- 
ing children,  cleaning  a  house,  or  working 
in  a  shipyard?  No  one  ever  thought  it 
possible  to  be  holy  living  in  a  place  where 
he  must  come  into  contact  with  the  immoral 
and  defiled — that  is,  no  one  except  Jesus. 

The  most  holy  life  the  world  has  ever 
known  was  lived  in  city,  in  town,  and  in 
village.  Jesus  lived  and  walked  among 
people.  He  lived  close  to  broken  humanity. 
The  fornicator,  the  good,  the  thief,  the  just 
all  knew  what  it  was  to  touch  Jesus. 

Jesus  could  be  among  people  and  be  holy 
because  He  would  not  be  influenced  to  do 
wrong  by  the  evil  around  Him.  Jesus  did 
not  come  among  men  to  reflect  their  wrong. 
He  came  among  men  to  shine  in  the  dark- 
ness. Our  Lord  expects  the  same  from  His 
followers.  We  are  here  to  touch  and  to  heal. 

Holiness  should  be  attractive  to  all  people. 
It  should  be  attractive  to  the  Christian 
because  holiness  means  walking  in  abun- 
dance of  life.  It  should  be  attractive  to  the 
non-Christian  because  holiness  presents  the 
abundant  life  he  may  have. 

God's  people  are  not  to  stop  short  of 
holiness.  Holiness  is  the  new  life  in  Christ 
coming  to  expression.  Holiness  is  to  be 
lived  where  life  is  darkest — with  the  hurt- 
ing, the  depressed,  the  immoral,  the  sick, 
and  the  lonely. 

God  has  a  reason  for  everything  He  says. 
He  does  not  waste  words.  "You  shall  be 
holy,  for  I  am  holy."  This  means  life  for 
the  Christian  and  a  light  in  the  darkness.  □ 
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ashland  theological  seminary 


Seminary  and  Church  Growth 


Modeling  Growth 

Joseph  Shultz  outlines  the  steps  which  made  ATS  a  viable, 
growing  institution. 


SELF-STUDY  is  the  first  step  in  any 
organizational  growth.  The  future  can 
be  successful  only  as  it  relates  to  the  past 
and  present.  Who  we  are,  where  we  are 
in  God's  history,  and  what  our  purpose 
and  mission  are,  are  essential  components 
in  any  plan  for  growth. 

The  Seminary  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  met  periodically  from  1958- 
1962  in  a  seminary  self-study.  Glenn  L. 
Clayton,  J.  Garber  Drushal,  Spencer  Gentle, 
Delbert  Flora,  and  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  plus 
outside  specialists,  proceeded  in  an  in-depth 
study  of  the  seminary. 

A   viable   seminary   essential 

A  primary  consensus  was  reached  that 
it  is  essential  for  a  church  to  have  a  center 
for  the  training  of  its  ministers  and  leaders. 
It  is  particularly  true  that  a  church  which 
is  historically  based  on  the  Bible,  rather 
than  on  confessions  or  creeds,  needs  a 
seminary  for  biblical  and  theological 
studies.  The  church  founders  were  also 
aware  of  this  principle  and  stated  it  in  the 
constitution  of  the  college. 

The  second  principle  to  which  the  com- 
mittee agreed  was  that  if  a  church  has  a 
seminary  at  all,  it  must  be  a  viable  one. 
Institutions  (or  persons)  which  teach  lead- 
ership must  be  leaders.  Accreditation  is  a 
standard  norm  in  theological  education, 
therefore  a  primary  goal.  A  small  denom- 
ination has  a  particular  need  for  an  accred- 
ited seminary  whereby  it  can  serve  other 
students  with  the  gospel  and  also  be  finan- 
cially viable. 

Once  the  basic  decision  was  made,  the 
needed  resources  were  identified:  library, 
classrooms,  faculty,  students,  housing,  and 
chapel.  A  beautifully  designed  brochure  was 
printed  to  "sell"  the  program  to  the  people. 


Every  church  was  visited  personally.  The 
people  of  the  local  church  were  persuaded 
of  the  need  and  the  possibilities. 

The  library  received  special  attention 
because  of  its  primary  relationship  to 
accreditation.  Accreditation  is  essential  for 
students  and  faculty.  To  expedite  the  pro- 
gram, a  select  list  of  books  was  prepared. 
Using  this  list,  the  dean  and  faculty  spent 
personal  effort  acquiring  15,000  used  books. 
These  were  obtained  at  an  average  cost 
of  $1.00  for  a  total  of  $15,000,  rather  than 
purchasing  new  books  for  $150,000.  Special 
attention  was  given  to  acquisitions  support- 
ing the  curriculum  of  biblical  studies. 

The  promotion  of  the  program  was  fo- 
cused— conservative  and  evangelical.  Each 
year  newly  printed  newsletters,  bulletins, 
and  brochures  were  used  to  refocus  the 
program.  These  materials  were  distributed 
by  personal  visitation  (40,000  miles  a  year), 
conferences,  and  mail.  The  timeliness  of 
this  focus,  plus  the  promotion,  brought 
students,  faculty,  and  significant  growth. 

The  basic  components  and  their  relation- 
ship are  the  same  for  the  seminary  as  for 
a  local  church  or  denomination:  self -study, 
determining  goals,  identifying  resources, 
focusing  of  ministry,  printing  and  promo- 
tion of  program,  and  developing  a  spiritual 
koinonia.  The  seminary  overcame  many 
obstacles:  old  mansion,  limited  campus, 
smallness,  very  limited  finances  (ATS 
cost  per  student  is  $1200  as  compared  to 
$3800  for  an  "average"  seminary),  opposi- 
tion by  many,  and  the  fact  that  the  sem- 
inary was  unknown  to  colleges  for  recruit- 
ment. These  obstacles,  in  the  end,  made  the 
seminary  stronger  by  eliciting  greater 
effort,  timing,  and  creativeness. 

We  give  God  thanks  and  praise  for  his 
continued  grace,  mercy,  and  peace.  The 
seminary  is  a  model  for  church  growth.  Q 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Seminary  and  Church  Growth 


Educating  for  Growth 

Richard  Allison  shows  how  growth  at  the  seminary  provides 
leadership  for  the  church. 


GROWTH  is  a  complex  process.  It  hap- 
pens simultaneously  in  three  dimensions 
and  is  only  separated  for  purposes  of 
understanding.  Following  this  model,  the 
seminary's  growing  organism  is  devel- 
oping qualitatively,  quantitatively,  and 
organically. 

Three   kinds   of   growth 

Organically,  the  course  offerings  are 
expanding.  The  subject  area  of  church 
growth  is  only  one  example.  Courses  in 
evangelism  have  always  been  available. 
Two  years  ago,  course  #620,  "Evangelism 
and  Church  Growth,"  was  initiated.  Offer- 
ings this  year  have  been  expanded  by  the 
addition  of  course  #621,  "Church  Planting 
Seminar."  In  another  area  an  exciting  inno- 
vation is  course  #475,  "Christianity  and 
Culture."  This  course  utilizes  the  ten  films 
of  Francis  Shaeffer  entitled  "How  Shall 
We  Then  Live."  Course  #670,  "Educational 
Programming  for  Church  Families,"  is  new 
and  has  generated  considerable  interest. 

The  new  testing  program,  "Readiness  for 
Ministry,"  exhibits  concern  for  quality.  It 
is  an  attempt  to  assess  the  seminary  senior's 
ability  to  function  in  ministry  using  criteria 
established  at  the  grass  roots.  The  sixty- 
four  criteria  identified  by  the  church  be- 
come the  tool  for  assessment.  Our  sem- 
inary is  one  of  thirty-five  seminaries 
selected  by  the  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  for  participation  in  this  developing 
program.  It  is  now  in  its  second  year. 

Quantitatively,  the  student  body  contin- 
ues to  grow.  The  growth,  among  other 
things,  is  the  result  of  the  experience  of 
New  Testament  koinonia  among  students 
and  staff.  The  good  news  of  what's  happen- 
ing is  simply  and  sincerely  shared  from 
students  to  prospective  students. 

The  real  test  of  what's  happening  at  the 

Dr.  Richard  Allison  is  Assistant  Professor  of 
Christian  Education  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 


seminary  is  found  in  its  alumni.  These  in- 
clude persons  such  as  Pastor  Fred  Finks  of 
Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church.  The  con- 
gregation is  on  the  move  behind  the  cap- 
able leadership  of  a  trained  pastor.  Pastor 
Kent  Bennett  is  leading  the  Maurertown 
Brethren  in  growth  and  development,  as 
evidenced  by  their  presentation  at  the  last 
General  Conference. 

The  two  pastors,  Keith  Bennett  and  Dale 
RuLon,  selected  for  "Operation  Impact"  are 
graduates  of  the  seminary.  The  Sunday 
School  of  the  Year  for  1977  is  pastored  by 
Jim  Black,  an  ATS  alumnus.  Both  the  past 
and  the  present  moderators  of  General 
Conference  are  alumni  of  the  seminary. 
Sixty  percent  of  the  cooperating  boards  of 
General  Conference  are  chaired  by  grad- 
uates of  the  seminary.  Five  of  our  six 
missionary  families  are  graduates  of  the 
seminary.  This  limited  sample  makes  the 
point  that  the  seminary  is  educating  for 
growth.  □ 
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Seminary  and  Church  Growth 


Reaching  Out  for  Growth 


The  program  of  ATS  extends  beyond  the  Ashland  campus 
to   five   area   centers. 


GOOD  organizational  planning  always 
has  both  internal  and  external  growth. 
The  "internal"  organization  must  be  de- 
veloped and  refined  for  a  continued  healthy 
situation.  At  the  same  time  the  organization 
must  have  outreach,  not  only  to  meet  the 
gospel's  demands,  but  also  to  vitalize  the 
existing  organization. 

The  seminary  practices  this  principle 
through  its  extension  programs. 

The  first  program  is  the  Pastoral  Psy- 
chology and  Counseling  Course  at  Cleveland 
Psychiatric  Institute.  This  specialized  pro- 
gram emerged  out  of  a  real  need  experi- 
enced by  pastors  and  specialists.  Contem- 
porary social  problems,  in  and  out  of 
church,  demand  a  qualified  counseling 
ministry.  This  demand  is  being  met  by  the 
seminary's  creative  use  of  outside  resources 
in  formulating  and  administering  the  pro- 
gram. The  hospital  provides  both  faculty 
resources  and  clinical  experience  for  com- 
munity pastors  and  Ashland  students. 

The  second  program  is  a  similar  one  at 
Western  Reserve  Psychiatric  Habilitation 
Center.  The  success  of  the  first  program 
was  used  in  developing  this  second  pro- 
gram. A  second  hospital  provided  additional 


faculty  resources  and  a  clinical  setting  for 
a  very  modest  cost. 

The  third  program  is  Cleveland  Center 
for  Theological  Education.  Cleveland  is  the 
only  metropolitan  area  in  the  U.S.  without 
accredited  theological  education.  Ashland 
is  the  only  theological  seminary  in  Northern 
Ohio.  These  two  realities  were  the  basis 
for  forming  a  program  at  Cleveland  Center. 
During  the  present  academic  year  forty- 
eight  students  are  enrolled  at  the  Cleveland 
Center  taking  Old  Testament  and  Christian 
theology  courses.  For  the  first  time  pastors 
and  lay  people  in  the  Cleveland  area  have 
an  opportunity  of  studying  from  a  conser- 
vative, evangelical  viewpoint  in  preparation 
for  the  gospel  ministry. 

The  fourth  program  is  in  cooperation 
with  Case  Western  Reserve  University. 
Sixty  black,  inner-city  pastors  are  enrolled 
in  a  program  for  personal  and  professional 
development.  Many  of  these  pastors  have 
an  opportunity  for  the  first  time  to  prepare 
for  gospel  ministry.  An  Advisory  Board  of 
Cleveland  businessmen  has  been  formed 
because  of  its  impact  on  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. The  program  is  funded  by  foundations. 
It  is  a  great  mission  at  our  "front  door" — 
a  total  of  120  black  pastors  are  enrolled  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  for  Christian 
ministry. 

A  fifth  program  is  a  third  counseling 
program  at  EMERGE  Counseling  Center 
in  Akron.  EMERGE  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Assembly  of  God  Church.  It  employs  six 
persons  and  has  a  full  schedule  of  counsel- 
ing. The  seminary  contracts  the  center  for 
a  teaching  program.  This  most  successful 
program  focuses  on  the  needs  of  Christians, 
rather  than  society  in  general.  The  popular- 
ity of  this  program  has  received  national 
TV  coverage. 

Programs  of  outreach  lend  a  spirit  of 
vitalization  to  everyone.  These  vital  mis- 
sions have  been  achieved  on  a  very  limited 
budget  by  the  creative  use  of  available 
resources.  Outreach  means  growing — ex- 
ternally and  internally.  □ 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Gathering 
Around  the  Word 
for  Growth 

by  Charles   Munson 


The  seminary  gathers  around  the  Word  for 
growth. 

That's  why  it's  growing. 

Men  and  women  from  all  stations  in 
life  and  educational  backgrounds  come 
to  Ashland  because  we  believe  that 
when  God  spoke  He  also  wrote. 

So  in  classes,  students  and  professors 
gather  around  that  Word — it  is  the 
focal  point. 

So  in  chapel,  the  gathered  body  centers 
around  the  Word. 

So  in  personal  and  collected  gatherings, 
students  hold  the  Word  to  be  what 
God  has  said. 

Our  very  reason  for  being  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  God  has  said  something  and 
we  can  know  what  He  said. 

The  Word  brings  us  together  in  study 
and  fellowship.  As  it  forms  and  shapes 
us,  we  are  drawn  together;  and  we 
are  also  sent,  because  transmitting  the 
truth  about  Jesus  to  the  ones  who 
have  not  yet  been  moved  significantly 
by  it  is  what  the  Word  orders. 

The  men  and  women  who  come  to  Ashland 
do  it  specifically  because  of  our  biblical 
stance.  Seminary  learning  experiences,  both 
situational  and  intentional,  have  implicit  in 
them  the  fact  of  gathering  around  truth 
from  God. 


So  we  grow. 


■i 
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Seminary  and  Church  Growth 


Attracting  for  Future  Growth 

Joseph  ShuSfz  demonstrates  that  because  ATS  offers  "some- 
thing special,"  its  enrollment  and  reputation  are  growing. 


GROWTH  is  most  often  its  own  impetus 
for  more  growth.  Man,  by  nature,  likes 
a  "winner."  It  is  most  natural  for  a  person 
who  is  experiencing  many  disappointments 
and  defeats  in  life  to  desire  an  institution 
which  is  "alive  and  well." 

Satisfied   students 

The  seminary  —  like  the  church  —  finds 
that  the  best  advertisement  is  the  "satisfied 
customer."  Students  have  visited  their 
alma  maters,  talked  to  their  peers,  and 
worked  within  their  denominations  to  bring 
more  students  to  the  seminary.  One  student 
recently  said,  "You  have  something  special 
here,  and  if  it  gets  out  you  will  not  be  able 
to  handle  the  number  of  new  students". 

The  "something  special"  is  described  by 
the  students  as  koinonia,  community.  Fac- 
ulty and  students  alike  work  hard  in  realiz- 
ing a  caring,  sharing  community  of  con- 
cerned members.  ATS  believes,  teaches, 
and  practices  that  the  personhood  of  the 
student  is  as  critical  as  studies  and  formal 
theology. 

This  quality  of  personhood  is  Brethrenism 
at  its  best.  A  non-creedal  church  necessarily 
places  its  emphasis  on  the  person.  There- 


fore, the  quality  of  the  person  and  the  life- 
style are  critical  in  its  viability  in  reaching 
new  students — or  members. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  is  more  than  a 
theological  term,  more  than  a  tenant  of 
salvation.  The  grace  of  Christ  is  a  living 
quality  which  is  realized  in  the  life  of  the 
student  and  seminary.  "Gracious"  conversa- 
tion, "gracious"  preaching,  "gracious"  fam- 
ily life,  and  "gracious"  human  relationships 
are  the  means  of  creating  a  growing 
institution. 

A   growing   reputation 

A  growing  seminary  gains  a  reputation 
which  permeates  its  own  constituency  and 
attracts  new  areas  of  interest.  In  Chicago 
the  new  editor  of  Christianity  Today  re- 
marked to  another  editor,  "Ashland  Sem- 
inary is  certainly  growing,  not  just  numeri- 
cally, but  theologically."  National  Associa- 
tion of  Evangelicals  now  lists  ATS  as 
one  of  the  leading  evangelical  seminaries. 

Growth  does  attract  future  growth.  This 
growth  is  not  for  growth's  sake — but  for 
the  purpose  of  God  in  this  world.  His  time 
is  at  hand.  □ 
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Seminary  and  Church  Growth 


Participating  in  Growth 

The  church  and  seminary  have  a  mutual  mission  preparing 
men  and  women  for  the  gospel  ministry. 


GROWTH  is  always  the  result  of  a 
combination  of  efforts — the  efforts  of 
Brethren  laymen,  local  churches,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  many 
wonderful  Brethren  people.  From  Virginia 
to  California  members  of  the  church  partici- 
pated in  the  growth  of  the  seminary.  Mutual 
belief  in  the  principles  and  the  development 
program  of  the  seminary  motivated  partici- 
pation by  laymen  everywhere. 

The  church  and  seminary  are  in  a  mutual 
mission.  God  has  ordained  a  people  called 
Brethren  to  proclaim  the  gospel.  The 
"Evangel  of  Christ"  is  urgently  needed — 
in  1708  or  1978.  The  good  news  of  God  in 
a  world  of  bad  news  is  welcome  news! 

The  development  program  of  the  sem- 
inary has  attracted  many  non-Brethren 
students.  This  has  been  the  base  out  of 
which  new  Brethren  ministers  and  missions 
have  come.  The  new  Brethren  missions  in 
Malaysia  and  India  exist  because  these 
students  have  come  to  a  Brethren  seminary. 
There  are  new  Brethren  pastors — and  more 
to  come — because  of  a  developed  semi- 
nary. The  purpose  of  it  all — more  gospel 
proclamation. 

The  church  participated  faithfully  in  the 
growth  of  the  seminary  through  "Fair 
Share  Giving."  Most  Brethren  churches  give 
regularly  to  the  "mission"  of  preparing 
men  and  women  for  the  gospel  ministry. 
Ashland  has  demonstrated  that  a  small 
denomination  can  have  a  viable  seminary 
through  regular  fair  share  giving.  During 
the  self -study,  many  "experts"  stressed  that 
a  small  denomination  could  not  possibly 
afford  a  seminary  and  predicted  failure ! ! 
What  is  true  of  the  seminary  is  true  of  the 
Brethren  Church !  Faithful  giving  and  crea- 
tive use  of  resources  produce  growth. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  holds  the 
record  for  preparing  more  students  in 
quality  accredited  programs  for  the  lowest 
cost  of  any  accredited  seminary  in  the  U.S. 
This  was  achieved  by  the  creative  use  of 
outside  resources  and  by  controlling  admin- 
istrative overhead.  Resources  are  used  for 
faculty,  programs,  and  student  aid,  rather 
than  for  administrative  buildings  with  their 
inevitable  overhead.  Every  inch  of  facilities 
is  used,  8-12  hours  a  day,  5^  days  a  week. 


Continuing  the  "Fair  Share  Giving"  is 
essential.  The  college  still  has  an  operating 
deficit  of  1.7  million  dollars.  The  seminary 
must  provide  its  own  finances!  A  FAIR 
SHARE  GIFT  OF  $5  PER  MEMBER  IS 
FAIR!  The  church  has  participated  in 
growth  and  continues  to  participate  in 
seminary  growth  through  Fair  Share 
Giving. 

The  1977/1978  seminary  budget  is  count- 
ing on  Brethren  people  and  churches — 
everywhere — supporting  the  seminary.  The 
seminary/church  move  together  in  fulfilling 
the  will  of  God!  fj 
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the  salt  shaker 


by  Al  Shifflett 


r 


That  Personal  Monster 


ARE  monsters  for  real  ?  Not  too  long  ago 
I  watched  a  movie  on  television  per- 
taining to  the  Loch  Ness  monster  and  Big- 
foot.  These  monsters  are  elusive  creatures. 

In  each  case  there  are  photographs,  but 
the  pictures  are  poor  and  were  taken  at  a 
great  distance.  It's  difficult  for  even  a  mon- 
ster expert  to  tell  whether  the  photos  are 
fake.  A  picture  of  Bigfoot  walking  away  is 
so  fuzzy  that  one  can't  be  positive.  It  could 
very  well  be  a  man  in  a  monkey  suit.  The 
Loch  Ness  pictures  are  even  worse.  One 
has  to  strain  one's  eyes  to  make  heads  or 
tails  out  of  the  slimy  thing. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  neither  monster  is 
half  as  scary  as  the  one  I  had  coming  into 
my  bedroom  when  I  was  a  kid.  That  monster 
was  a  combination  of  Loch  Ness  and  Big- 
foot,  with  a  little  bit  of  octopus  thrown  in. 
It  always  had  a  dozen  tentacles  or  so;  that 
way  you  could  never  escape. 

The  thing  would  get  you  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  was  terrible.  And  it  snorted  some- 
thing fierce.  I'll  always  be  sympathetic  to 
kids  sleeping  in  the  dark.  I  know  what  they 
have  to  fight.  Parents  should  remember 
these  things. 

The  horrible  thing  is,  you  could  never 
catch  the  monster.  It  was  just  as  elusive  as 
Loch  Ness  or  Bigfoot.  I  always  referred  to 
it  as  the  Dark  Room  Monster,  'cause  if  you 
left  your  light  on,  it  never  came.  Once  I  had 
my  camera  ready  to  get  a  picture  to  prove 
its  existence.  The  thing  never  showed.  I 
even  slept  with  a  baseball  bat  in  my  hand, 

Al  Shifflett,  creator  of  "The  Salt  Shaker,"  is 
pastor  of  the  Nappanee,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 
and  a  freelance  writer. 

We'd  appreciate  your  comments  on  this  new 
monthly  column. 


ready  to  clout  the  thing  on  its  ugly  head. 
No  success. 

I  was  convinced  the  Dark  Room  Monster 
was  an  energy  sucker.  Sometimes  I  got  up 
feeling  like  death  warmed  over,  always  after 
a  long,  fierce  struggle  with  the  dreaded 
beast.  It  had  fangs  like  a  Pekingese  with 
an  overbite;  someone  must  have  broken 
its  jaw.  To  catch  it  would've  been  an  orth- 
odonist's  dream. 

The  best  way  to  protect  yourself  is  to 
jump  in  bed  and  bury  yourself  under  the 
covers.  Pull  them  all  around  you  as  close  as 
possible.  It'd  be  helpful  to  have  a  long 
plastic  tube  extended  out  for  fresh  air, 
although  the  monster  could  easily  plug  it 
up.  Then  you've  had  it.  Eventually  you  have 
to  come  out  and  do  battle.  The  battle  always 
rages  while  you  are  still  in  a  "twilight 
zone,"  and  not  at  peak  strength.  Every  time 
you  snap  awake,  the  monster  disappears, 
leaving  you  to  toss  and  turn,  afraid  to  go 
back  to  sleep. 

I  never  did  catch  the  rascal,  although  we 
fought  for  years.  But  I  did  come  to  discover 
its  hiding  place  and  something  of  its  hid- 
eous strength. 

It  hides  in  the  darkest  corner  of  your 
mind  and  draws  upon  your  will  for  its 
strength.  Clever  beast.  All  those  years  it 
had  me  fighting  myself.  I  might  have 
punched  my  eyes  out! 

But  I've  grown  a  little  smarter.  I  don't 
sleep  with  a  ball  bat  or  bury  myself  under 
the  covers  anymore.  I  learned  the  hard 
way — that  it  attacks  day  or  night  and  is 
more  subtle  and  vicious  than  ever.  So  I 
renamed  the  beast.  Now  I  call  it  the  id,  or 
ego.  I  thought  about  this  while  reading  the 
Pogo  comic  strip  which  said:  "We  have 
met  the  enemy  and  he  is  us."  □ 
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news   from   the   Brethren   Church 


P.  Kumar  reports  on  Indian  cyclone; 
World  Relief  sends  $15,1 


III 


Ashland,  Ohio — A  telegram  received  from  Rev.  K. 
Prasantha  Kumar  on  November  29,  1977,  stated: 

Andhra  State  is  in  disaster.  Cyclone  killed 
thousands  of  people.  Several  villages  vanished  by 
tidal  wave.  Numerous  people  are  homeless.  Drink- 
ing water,  food,  clothing,  utensils,  kerosene  fuel 
and  medical  aid  are  immediate  needs.  Already  in- 
formed EFI  and  World  Relief  Commission.  Please 
attend. 

In  a  letter  dated  November  28,  Prasantha  wrote, 
"Though  we  had  great  disaster  in  our  state,  the 
Lord  has  protected  everyone  of  us.  The  orphan 
boys,  our  Brethren  Mission  staff,  and  everyone  in 
our  family  are  all  doing  fine  here." 

Prasantha  also  gave  the  following  report  on 
the  situation  in  Andhra  Pradesh.  "The  cyclone 
which  started  on  November  19,  1977,  caused  im- 
mense damage  to  the  country,  particularly  to 
Andhra  Pradesh.  More  than  thirty  thousand 
people  and  numerous  animals  were  killed.  Several 
villages  have  vanished.  Some  villages  have  no 
drinking  water  and  electricity. 

"Right  now  it's  heart  rending  and  heartbreaking 
to  see  thousands  of  people  crying  with  hunger  and 
nakedness  in  this  season  of  winter,  (people)  whose 
houses  were  completely  devastated  ...  by  the  tidal 
wave  and  cyclone.  There  is  absolutely  no  ray  of 
hope . . .  for  these  poor  victims  as  all  the  crops 
just  ready  to  be  harvested  were  completely  rotten 
to  the  core.  The  cows  and  buffaloes  on  which  they 
depend  are  all  killed,  and  many  mothers  and  chil- 
dren lost  their  sole  bread  winner. . . .  These  people 
are  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  fellow  brethren 
for  food,  clothing  and  shelter." 

The  World  Relief  Commission  has  sent  $15,000 
to  Prasantha  Kumar  for  use  in  relief  efforts. 
Rev.  Phil  Lersch,  chairman  of  the  Brethren  World 
Relief  Board,  reports  that  Brethren  people  can 
assist  in  this  relief  work  by  sending  contributions 
to:  World  Relief  ("For  India"),  George  Kerlin, 
1318  E.  Douglas,  Goshen,  Ind.  46526. 


Bits   "n   Pieces 

Margaret  Lowery  is  scheduled  to  undergo  hip 
surgery  on  January  11  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital  in  Philadelphia. 

Two  Brethren  Ashland  College  students,  Martha 
Deardurff  and  Jeff  Lentz,  sang  solo  parts  in  the 
presentation  of  Handel's  Messiah  given  by  the 
Ashland  College  Choir  and  the  Ashland  College 
Alumni  Choir  on  December  11. 
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Thousands    were    left    homeless    when    their    huts 
collapsed  from  the  cyclone  and  flooding. 


To  aid  the  relief  effort,  Vijaya  Kumar  talked  with 
this  village  vice  president  and  listed  the  names  of 
flood  victims. 


Calendar  of  Events 

February  18 — Ashland  College  Presidential 
Inaugural. 

February  19 — Ashland  College  Founders'  Day  Cen- 
tennial Worship  Service. 

February  21-23 — NAE  Annual  Convention,  Radis- 
son  South  Hotel,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
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Maurertown  Brethren  Youth  raised  over  $1200  for  Operation   Impact   in    their   November   Rock-a-Thon. 


Maurertown  BYC  holds  Rock-a-Thon, 
raises  $1200  for  Operation  Impact 

Maurertown,   Va. — The   BYC   of   the   Maurertown  rocking    chair    marathon.    Sixteen    young    people 

Brethren  Church  staged  a  Rock-a-Thon  on  Novem-  rocked   for   the   24-hour   period,   while   13   others 

ber  4-5,   1977.  The  purpose  of  the  event  was  to  substituted  for  them  during  their  hourly  5-minute 

rock  around  the  clock  twice  to  raise  money  for  break 
Operation   Impact — the  two   new   churches   being 

planted  in  Florida.  With    a    lot    of    work    and    much    prayer,    the 

Twenty-nine  rockers  participated  in  the  24-hour  Maurertown  BYC  rocked  their  way  to  over  $1200. 


New   Florida    pastors   welcome    Northerners 


Tampa,  Fla. — Rev.  Keith  Bennett  and  Rev.  Dale 
RuLon,  pastors  of  the  two  newest  Brethren 
Churches  in  Florida,  invite  northern  Brethren 
visiting  Florida  to  attend  Sunday  services  with 
their  churches. 

The  Brandon  Brethren  Church,  Brandon,  Fla., 
has  church  school  at  10:00  a.m.  and  worship  at 
11:00  a.m.  They  are  currently  meeting  at  the 
Sunshine  State  Federal  Bank  on  Route  60  in 
Brandon.  The  Bennett  family  resides  at  1113 
Estatewood  Place  in  Brandon.  Their  phone  num- 
ber is   (813)   681-2790. 

The  Town  and  Country  Church  is  in  Northwest 
Tampa  and  meets  at  Woodbridge  Elementary 
School,  8301  Woodbridge  Boulevard.  Church  school 
is    at    9:00   a.m.    and   worship   at   10:00   a.m.    The 


RuLon  family  resides  at  7230  Northbridge  Boule- 
vard in  Tampa.  Their  phone  number  is  (813) 
886-9569. 

Christians  naturally  desire  to  encourage  each 
other  in  their  ministries.  You  can  encourage  these 
new  churches  by  including  them  in  your  winter 
visit  to  Florida. 

Korean  funds  build  Indian  churches 

Seoul,  Korea  (Global  Report) — Funds  to  help  build 
ten  rural  church  buildings  in  India  have  been 
provided  by  members  of  the  Korean  Evangelical 
Church  as  a  special  missionary  project.  The 
churches  hope  to  help  with  100  more  buildings  in 
India  by  the  end  of  1978. 
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ATS  receives  million  dollar  gift 


Ashland,  Ohio — A  one  million  dollar  gift  has  been 
given  to  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Foun- 
dation by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  B.  Hoseck  of  Dallas, 
Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoseck  presented  this  gift  to 
the  foundation  to  endow  a  chair  in  New  Testament 
studies  and  to  provide  student  scholarships  to  the 
seminary. 

Thanksgiving  a  special  day 
for  Sarasota  Brethren 

Sarasota,  Fla. — Thanksgiving  was  a  special  day 
at  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 

During  the  forenoon,  a  silent  prayer  service 
was  held  at  the  church.  People  entered  the  sanc- 
tuary at  will  to  meditate,  pray,  or  just  sit  quietly 
listening  to  the  soft  notes  of  hymns  of  praise. 

At  midday,  the  "Day  Group"  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  sponsored  a  traditional  Thanks- 
giving dinner  for  those  who  would  not  be  involved 
in  family  gatherings.  The  dinner  was  planned 
because  of  the  many  people  in  Florida  who  are 
away  from  "home"  and  who  are,  therefore,  par- 
ticularly lonely  at  holiday  times.  More  than  60 
people  came  for  this  dinner. 

Following  the  dinner,  this  "Thanksgiving  fam- 
ily" enjoyed  a  program  followed  by  a  time  of 
fellowshipping  together. 

Mrs.  Delia  Davis  said  about  the  occasion:  "It 
was  surely  a  day  to  be  remembered.  The  presence 
of  the  Lord  was  felt  all  through  the  day,  as  we 
also  felt  the  presence  of  one  another." 


Churches    hold    barriers 
for    handicapped 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (EP  News) — Churches  often  con- 
tain architectural  and  psychological  "barriers" 
which  prevent  handicapped  persons  from  partici- 
pating, according  to  a  Lutheran  pastor  who  is 
himself  disabled. 

"In  order  for  the  handicapped  to  find  Christ  in 
the  Christian  church,  the  church  must  come  to 
grips  with  the  fact  that  there  are  tens  of  millions 
of  physically  and  mentally  disabled,  over  and  under 
65,  in  the  midst  of  our  Christian  communities," 
said  the  Rev.  Richard  Winter,  pastor  of  a  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  church  located  in  Tucson, 
Arizona. 

The  cost  of  physical  modifications  in  church 
buildings  to  make  them  more  accessible  to  handi- 
capped persons  may  seem  staggering,  but  "we 
must  begin  somewhere,"  he  said. 

Pastor  Winter's  views  appeared  in  an  article 
written  for  "Learning  With,"  the  educational 
ministry  magazine  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  the  American  Lutheran  Church. 


This  gift  is  in  an  annuity  and  estate  plan.  The 
money  is  in  trust  in  the  Seminary  Foundation,  but 
the  interest  income  will  not  be  available  until  the 
decease  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoseck. 

Mr.  Hoseck  is  in  the  banking  business  in  Dallas 
and  Mineola,  Texas.  He  was  also  active  for  30 
years  in  the  Dallas  school  system  as  business 
manager  of  the  school  board.  For  a  time  Hoseck 
was  a  member  of  the  Ashland  College  President's 
Advisory  Council. 

According  to  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  seminary,  "The  Hoseck's  are  wonderful 
Christian  people  who  wanted  to  serve  the  Lord 
through  their  estate  plan.  He  is  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  by  Christian  people  who  exer- 
cise careful  estate  planing.  We  express  deep  appre- 
ciation for  this  wonderful  gift." 

The  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Foundation, 
which  has  received  the  gift,  was  established  last 
year  for  the  interests  of  the  seminary.  Members 
of  the  foundation  are:  Mr.  Donald  Mossey,  Elk- 
hart, Ind.;  Mr.  Jack  Brant,  Berlin,  Pa.;  Mr.  Wade 
Johnson,  Louisville,  Ohio;  Dr.  Louis  Gough, 
Springfield,  Mo.;  and  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 


— 


Know  someone 

who  deserves  a 

journalism 

scholarship? 

Each  year  at  least  two  deserving 
college  students  are  awarded  $500 
scholarships  to  forward  their 
training  in  religious  journalism. 

Evangelical  Press  Association,  a 
nonprofit  corporation  of  more 
than  300  Christian  periodicals 
with  combined  circulation  of  12 
million,  is  dedicated  to  the  pursuit 
of  excellence  in  Christian 
journalism.  If  you  —  or  someone 
you  know  —  are  majoring  or 
minoring  in  journalism  or 
communications,  or  look  forward 
to  a  career  in  religious  journalism, 
EPA  will  consider  your 
application  for  a  Mel  Larson 
Journalism  Scholarship. 

Application  forms  must  be 
completed  by  March  1. 

Write  for  details  to: 


EPA,  Box  707,  La  Canada,  Calif.  91011 


presented  as  a  public  service 
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Teachers  oppose  censorship 


New  York,  N.Y. — According  to  a  United  Press 
International  release,  the  nation's  English  teachers 
are  backing  students'  rights  to  read  books  opposed 
by  some  adults. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Council 
of  Teachers  of  English,  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
November  1977,  voted  to  support  the  anti-censor- 
ship effort  of  five  students  in  the  Island  Trees 
School  District,  Levittown,  Long  Island,  New 
York.  The  students  went  to  court  in  an  attempt 
to  have  nine  books  returned  to  classrooms  and  the 
school  library. 

The  nine  books,  which  are  frequently  used  in 
English  classes  nationwide,  were  banned  from  the 
Island  Trees  schools  by  the  school  board  in  July 
of  1976.  The  school  board  ruled  that  they  "con- 


tained material  which  is  offensive  to  Christians, 
Jews,   Blacks   and  Americans,   in  general." 

The  nine  books  which  were  banned  are  the  Fixer 
by  Bernard  Malamud;  Slaughterhouse  Five  by 
Kurt  Vonnegut,  Jr.;  The  Naked  Ape  by  Desmond 
Morris;  Down  These  Mean  Streets  by  Piri 
Thomas;  Best  Short  Stories  by  Negro  Writers 
edited  by  Langston  Hughes;  Go  Ask  Alice  by  an 
anonymous  author;  A  Hero  Ain't  Nothin'  But  a 
Sandwich  by  Alice  Childress ;  A  Reader  for  Writers 
edited  by  Jerome  Archer;  and  Soul  on  Ice  by 
Eldridge  Cleaver. 

According  to  English  teachers,  efforts  to  censor 
literature  for  the  schools  have  increased  consid- 
erably in  the  past  few  years.  The  censorship  move- 
ment has  been  traced  to  political  and  religious 
conservatives. 


Rumanians  to  import,  distribute 
100,000  Bibles 

Munich,  Germany  (East/ West  Information  Cen- 
ter)— The  Rumanian  Government  has  given  tenta- 
tive approval  for  the  importation  and  distribution 
of  100,000  Bibles  into  Rumania,  according  to  a 
recent  announcement  by  Rev.  L.  Joe  Bass,  Presi- 
dent and  Founder  of  Underground  Evangelism. 

The  churches  in  Rumania  have  been  given  per- 
mission by  the  donors  to  sell  a  portion  of  the 
Bibles  for  a  nominal  sum.  The  money  realized 
from  such  sales  will  be  used  to  rebuild  churches  de- 
stroyed by  the  recent  devastating  earthquake  in 
Rumania. 

Dr.  Curtis  Nims  has  been  accepted  as  Project 
Coordinator  of  the  distribution  project  by  the 
Rumanian  Embassy  in  Washington.  Dr.  Nims  is 
a  former  official  of  the  American  Baptist  Conven- 
tion and  present  director  of  "FRIEND,"  the 
Foundation  Researching  International  Education 
for  National  Development. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  favorable  response  of  the 
Rumanian  Government  to  this  distribution  project 
will  be  the  catalyst  for  similar  projects  of  friend- 
ship between  nations  of  the  East  and  West  as  a 
door  is  opened  to  closer  ties  of  good  will  and 
communication. 

Bryant,    Palau,   Morgan 
to   address   broadcasters 

Morristown,  N.J.  —  Anita  Bryant,  Luis  Palau, 
Malcolm  Muggeridge,  Jerry  Falwell,  and  Marabel 
Morgan  are  among  the  celebrities  who  have  ac- 
cepted invitations  to  speak  at  the  35th  annual 
convention  of  National  Religious  Broadcasters  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  January  22-25,  1978. 

"We  anticipate  that  President  Jimmy  Carter  will 


accept  an  invitation  to  address  the  1978  conven- 
tion,"   says    NRB    executive    Ben    Armstrong. 

National  Religious  Broadcasters  is  an  association 
of  more  than  800  member  organizations  that  pro- 
duce religious  radio  and  television  programs  and 
operate  religious  stations.  NRB  members  are 
responsible  for  more  than  70%  of  the  nation's 
religious  radio  and  television  programs. 

More  than  2,000  broadcasters  are  expected  to 
take  part  in  the  four  days  of  workshops,  speeches, 
and  plenary  sessions. 


Ugandan    bishop   honored 

Pasadena,  Calif. — Ugandan  Bishop  Festo  Kiven- 
gere  was  presented  the  first  International  Free- 
dom Prize  for  his  defense  of  freedom  in  Uganda. 
The  presentation  was  made  in  Oslo,  Norway,  in 
October. 

The  award  was  given  by  Libertas  Norway,  a 
pioneering  organization  championing  freedom.  The 
prize  is  given  to  distinguished  world  citizens  who 
have  performed  outstanding  feats  in  defense  of 
freedom. 

Bishop  Kivengere  was  chosen  because  of  his 
influence  as  a  religious  leader,  and  for  his  fearless 
stand  in  speaking  out  for  religious  and  human 
freedom  in  Uganda.  Because  of  his  fearless  stand, 
Kivengere  was  forced  to  flee  from  Uganda  last 
February. 

Kivengere  is  presently  associated  with  African 
Enterprise,  a  nonprofit  evangelistic  organization 
of  Pasadena,  California,  with  teams  in  East  and 
South  Africa.  Refugee  work  is  being  carried  out 
through  the  auspices  of  this  group  which  has 
already  found  places  of  employment  for  more  than 
250  refugee  doctors,  nurses,  teachers,  lawyers, 
engineers,  and  accountants  in  various  African 
countries. 
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This  photo  shows  the  tastefully 
remodeled  basement  of  the  Roanoke 
Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Fred  Bur  key 
was  the  speaker  at  the  dedication 
service. 


Roanoke  Brethren  dedicate 
remodeled  church  basement 


Koanoke,  Ind.  —  The  Roanoke  First  Brethren 
Church  held  a  special  service  of  dedication  for 
their  newly  remodeled  basement  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, November  6,  1977.  The  dedication  service 
was  part  of  the  church's  annual  homecoming-day 
celebration. 

Dr.  Fred  Burkey,  Director  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  Brethren  Church,  was 
the  main  speaker  for  the  dedication  service.  The 
program  also  included  a  slide  presentation  show- 
ing the  gradual  change  in  the  basement,  and  words 
of  recognition  for  those  who  labored  on  the 
project.   Special  vocal  music  for  the  service  was 

Ken  Anderson  to  produce  film 
on  Pilgrim's  Progress 

Winona  Lake,  Ind. — Ken  Anderson  Films  has  an- 
nounced the  production  of  a  feature  length  motion 
picture  based  on  John  Bunyan's  book,  Pilgrim's 
Progress.  The  film  was  produced  to  mark  the 
1978  tricentennial  year  of  Bunyan's  well-known 
book. 

The  motion  picture  was  filmed  in  Northern  Ire- 
land and  at  Bedford,  England,  and  features  an 
all-professional  cast  in  a  setting  of  historical  lore 
and  costuming.  Northern  Ireland  was  chosen  be- 
cause of  the  excellent  cooperation  available,  as 
well  as  uniquely  suitable  filming  sites. 

"This  is  the  most  ambitious  project  we  have 
ever  attempted  as  a  film  company,"  says  Max 
Anderson,  crew  member  and  spokesman  for  the 
firm.  "We  believe  the  film  will  convey  both  a 
strong  evangelistic  message,  as  well  as  inspiration 
and  encouragement  for  Christians." 


presented  by  Lionel  Kreamer. 

Much  of  the  remodeling  was  directed  to  the 
needs  of  Christian  education  in  the  Roanoke 
Church.  The  floor  of  the  basement  was  carpeted 
and  the  ceiling  lowered,  creating  a  lovely  fellow- 
ship area.  A  section  of  this  area  can  be  closed 
off  with  moveable  partitions  to  form  three  class- 
rooms. Other  major  projects  included  the  installa- 
tion of  a  new  bapistry  in  the  basement,  installa- 
tion of  new  kitchen  cabinets,  and  the  formation 
of  an  audio-visual  storage  area. 

Those  providing  leadership  for  the  remodeling 
were  Moderator  Virgil  Williams,  Vice  Moderator 
Bob  Zent,  and  Trustees  Steve  Williams  and  Bess 
Caley.  Many  other  men  and  women  of  the  church 
helped  with  painting,  sanding,  staining,  and 
cleaning. 


Nida  honored  by  U.S.  translators 

New  York,  N.Y.  (ABS  News)— Dr.  Eugene  A. 
Nida,  executive  secretary  of  the  translations  de- 
partment of  the  American  Bible  Society,  was 
presented  the  Alexander  Gode  Medal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Translators  Association  this  past  November. 
This  award  is  presented  annually  to  the  person 
whom  America's  translators  judge  has  done  most 
toward  the  art  of  translation  during  the  year. 

Dr.  Nida  has  been  associated  with  the  transla- 
tion work  of  the  American  Bible  Society  for  more 
than  30  years.  He  participated  in  the  inception  of 
the  Good  News  Bible  and  guided  it  through  its 
16  arduous  years  of  preparation.  Since  publication 
of  the  Good  News  Bible  a  year  ago,  over  five 
million  copies  have  been  distributed. 
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Harold  Walton,  George  Brown  ordained 


Johnstown,  Pa.  —  A  service  ordaining  Harold 
Walton  into  the  gospel  ministry  of  the  Brethren 
Church  was  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  November 
6,  1977.  The  service  was  conducted  at  the  Johns- 
town Second  Brethren  Church,  with  members  of 
the  other  Johnstown  area  Brethren  churches  also 
in  attendance. 

Harold  Walton  has  been  serving  the  Johnstown 
Second  congregation  since  May  of  1976.  Prior  to 
that  he  served  as  minister  of  youth  and  Christian 
education  at  the  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance  Church  from  1972  to  1974. 

Brethren  pastors  participating  in  the  service  of 
ordination  for  Harold  included  Rev.  Clarence 
Kindley,  Rev.  Carl  Phillips,  Rev.  C.  William  Cole, 
Rev.  Stephen  Cole,  and  Rev.  Henry  Bates.  Rev. 
Bates,  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  Min- 
isterial Examining  Board,  presented  the  ordination 
sermon.  He  summarized  the  work  of  the  pastor 
in   three   words:     "Preach,   Teach,   Reach." 

Mr.  Leroy  H.  Boyer,  moderator  of  the  Johns- 
town Second  Brethren  Church,  read  the  action  of 
the  church  calling  for  ordination.  Special  music 
included  the  organ  prelude  and  postlude  by  Mr. 
Herb  Bray  and  two  vocal  duets  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Prusia. 

Harold  Walton  was  born  August  3,  1948,  in 
Meadville,  Pa.,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Walton.  He  was  raised  in  the  church,  but  was  led 
to  Christ  by  his  mother  in  about  1956.  He  was 
baptized  in  1957.  His  life  verse  is  Galatians  2:20 — 
"I  am  crucified  with  Christ:  nevertheless  I  live; 
yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me:  and  the  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  him- 
self for  me." 

Harold  was  graduated  from  Randolph  East 
Mead  High  School  in  1966,  and  he  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Wheaton  College 
in  1970.  He  also  attended  Trinity  Evangelical 
Divinity  School,  where  he  received  a  Master  of 
Arts  degree  in  biblical  studies  in  1972  and  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  in  1976. 

Harold  came  into  the  Brethren  Church  as  a 
result  of  his  personal  contact  with  Rev.  Steve 
Cole  and  Steve's  father,  Rev.  C.  William  Cole. 


Denver,  Ind. — George  C.  Brown  was  ordained  into 
the  gospel  ministry  of  the  Brethren  Church  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  November  27,  1977.  The  service 
of  ordination  was  held  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Denver,  Ind.,  where  Rev.  Brown  has 
been  serving  as  pastor  since  May  of  1977. 

Rev.  Austin  Gable  presented  the  ordination 
sermon  for  the  service.  Marlin  Roller,  moderator 
of  the  Denver  Church,  read  the  action  of  the 
church  calling  for  ordination.  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff  and  Rev.  Stephen  Cole  also  took  part  in 
the  service. 

Jeffrey  Brown,  son  of  the  new  minister,  sang 


Rev. 

Harold 

Walton 


"The  Lord's  Prayer"  following  the  prayer  of 
consecration  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brown.  Other 
special  music  was  presented  by  Eunice  Shaffer 
and  Lois  Click,  Mrs.  Corine  Austin,  and  the 
Christian  Crusaders — a  group  of  young  women 
from  the  Denver  Church. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  the  moderator  of  the 
Denver  Church  presented  the  Browns  a  lighted 
picture  of  Christ.  A  reception  was  also  held  for  the 
new  minister  and  his  wife. 

George  C.  Brown  is  the  son  of  Evelyn  Brown 
and  the  late  Delbert  Brown.  George  was  born 
January  15,  1930,  at  Perrysburg,  Ind.  He  was 
graduated  from  Peru,  Ind.,  High  School  in  1948. 
For  the  past  19  years  he  has  worked  for  the  Peru 
post  office. 

George  became  a  Christian  and  joined  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Peru,  Ind.,  in  December  1950. 
He  and  his  wife  Susannah  (Mitchell),  whom  he 
married  in  1948  at  Kokomo,  Ind.,  served  as  district 
youth  sponsors  for  10  years.  They  also  served  as 
deacon  and  deaconess  in  the  Peru  Brethren  Church 
for  a  number  of  years. 

In  November  of  1966,  the  Indiana  District  Min- 
isterial Examining  Board  granted  George  a  lay- 
evangelist  license.  Ten  years  later,  in  July  of  1976, 
the  Peru  First  Brethren  congregation  called  him 
into  the  licensed  ministry.  George  began  serving 
the  Denver  congregation  in  May  1977  on  a  tem- 
porary basis.  The  church  has  now  extended  him 
a  call  to  serve  as  their  pastor  for  the  coming  year. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  two  married  sons, 
Michael  and  Jeffrey.  Jeffrey  is  presently  studying 
for  the  ministry. 
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Jewish  woman  believes  in  Jesus, 
seeks  Israeli  citizenship 


Does  a  Jew  who  believes  that  Jesus  is  the 
Messiah  have  the  right  to  become  an  Israeli  citizen 
under  the  Law  of  Return?  That  controversial 
question  is  presently  before  the  High  Court  in 
Israel  as  a  result  of  a  petition  filed  by  34-year-old 
Eileen  Dorflinger  of  Connecticut.  Ms.  Dorflinger, 
whose  parents  are  both  American  Jews,  insists  in 
the  court  petition  that  she  remains  a  Jew,  despite 
the  fact  that  she  has  accepted  Yeshua  (Jesus) 
"as  the  Messiah  of  our  people." 

Her  right  to  be  recognized  as  a  Jewish  immi- 
grant was  first  challenged  in  December  1976  when 
an  Israeli  immigration  official  said  that  she  would 
be  expelled  because  of  her  professed  belief  in 
Jesus.  Ms.  Dorflinger  had  returned  to  the  United 
States  for  a  short  period  at  that  time. 

When  Ms.  Dorflinger  returned  to  Israel,  officials 
refused  to  return  her  identity  card.  As  she  pur- 
sued her  case  through  legal  channels,  her  residency 
license  expired,  and  in  September  of  1977  she  met 
with  Prime  Minister  Begin  to  explain  the  situa- 
tion. According  to  Ms.  Dorflinger,  Begin  told  her 
to  advise  him  of  her  case  by  letter  and  to  continue 
to  seek  citizenship. 


Finally,  on  November  7,  she  received  a  visa  and 
an  identity  card.  The  next  day  she  was  notified 
by  the  Prime  Minister's  office  that  her  temporary 
residency  had  been  renewed  and  would  be  extended 
for  two  years.  Ms.  Dorflinger  continued  to  pursue 
her  petition  for  citizenship,  and  in  late  November 
she  was  notified  that  the  High  Court  would  hear 
her  case. 

Under  the  Law  of  Return,  anyone  whose  mother 
is  a  Jew  or  who  has  been  converted  to  Judaism  is 
eligible  for  citizenship.  Since  Ms.  Dorflinger  clearly 
qualifies  because  her  mother  is  Jewish,  the  issue 
to  be  decided  is  whether  she  herself  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  convert  to  Christianity,  or  whether  she 
remains  a  Jew  even  though  she  professes  belief 
in  Jesus. 

Jews  who  believe  in  Jesus  are  particularly 
interested  in  the  outcome  of  the  case,  since  they 
claim  they  have  not  rejected  their  Jewishness  by 
believing  in  Jesus,  but  rather  are  fulfilling  it. 
Other  Jews — and  particularly  American  Jews — 
are  equally  interested  because  they  insist  that  any 
Jew  who  accepts  Jesus  can  no  longer  claim  to  be 
a  Jew. 


What  do  I  choose 

if  I  choose 
the  ministry? 


A   unique   opportunity  to: 

- — enter   lives  with   truth   and   help 

— seek  the   highest   good 

— serve   "even   the   least   of  these" 

— share   in   lives   trying   to   make   the   hard   decisions 

The   choice   is   yours.  Talk  it  over  with   your   pastor,   or  contact: 

Notional  Ministerial  Recruitment  Committee,  c/o  Charles  Munson 
910  Center  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio     44805 

presented  as  a  public  service 


January  1978 


25 


update 


Membership  Growth 

Roann:     2  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 
Goshen:     15  by  baptism,  4  by  letter 

8n  Memory 

Lee  Ridenour,  85,  December  2.  Member  of  College 

Corner,   Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Rev. 

Arthur  Tinkel  assisted  by  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff, 

pastor. 

Charles   A.   Kroft,    72,    November   13.   Member   of 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 

by  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor. 


Goldenoires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Brubaker,  58th,  December  25. 
Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Roann, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elton  Metzger,  52nd,  November  6. 
Members  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Vinco,  Pa. 


Tamara  Dee  Rife  to  David  Lynn  Pries,  December 
3,  at  College  Corner,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church;  W. 
St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  mem- 
ber of  College  Corner  Brethren  Church. 
Deborah  Baker  to  John  Bitzel,  November  20,  at 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church; 
Woodrow  A.  Immel,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride 
member  of  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Ann  Marie  Dickerhoff  to  David  Nordman,  Novem- 
ber 19,  at  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church;  Woodrow  A.  Immel,  pastor,  officiating. 
Bride  member  of  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Cindi  Beach  to  Mark  Blosser,  November  5,  at  the 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church;  Donald  E. 
Rowser,  pastor,  officiating.  Members  of  New 
Lebanon   Brethren   Church. 

Donna  W.  Keppler  to  David  Lawrence  Hogue, 
November  5,  at  the  Vinco,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church; 
Carl  Phillips,  pastor,  and  C.  William  Cole  officia- 
ting. Bride  member  of  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Leslie  Dawn  Swinford  to  Steven  Richardson,  Octo- 
ber 29,  at  Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church; 
Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  mem- 
ber of  Flora  First  Brethren  Church. 
Linda  A.  Foster  to  Ronald  Myer,  October  22,  at 
Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Alvin  Grumb- 
ling, pastor,  officiating.  Groom  member  of  Flora 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Laura  Wann  to  Frank  Goppold,  October  15,  at  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  Kent,  Ohio.  Bride  member  of 
Bryan,   Ohio,    First  Brethren   Church. 


Hagerstown    Brethren 

hold    retreat, 

enjoy    "Sprecher    Woods" 

Hagerstown,  Md. — The  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  held  its  third  annual  weekend 
Bible  retreat  over  the  Labor  Day  weekend.  The 
retreat  was  held  at  the  church's  "Sprecher  Woods" 
picnic  grounds. 

Dr.  Fred  Burkey  served  as  adult  leader  for  the 
retreat,  and  did  his  usual  great  job.  The  youth 
sessions  were  capably  led  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken 
Hunn  of  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Food  for  the  retreat  was  prepared  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Collins  and  by  those  in  attendance — 
who  brought  covered  dishes.  The  sessions,  food, 
fun,  fellowship,  and  the  weather  were  just  great. 
Those  who  attended  the  retreat  left  with  the 
feeling  that  the  weekend  had  been  all  too  short. 

"Sprecher  Woods,"  where  the  retreat  was  held, 
is  part  of  a  tract  of  land  which  was  donated  to 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Hagerstown  some 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Roy  Sprecher.  In  recent  years 
the  church  has  installed  city  water,  electricity, 
and  camper  hook-ups  at  the  grounds,  and  has 
erected  a  pavilion  complete  with  bathrooms  and 
showers,   including  hot  water. 

The  Hagerstown  Church  has  had  its  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  at  "Sprecher  Woods"  for  the  past 
three  years.  Sunday  evening  vesper  services  are 
also  held  on  the  grounds  during  the  summer.  In 
addition,  many  members  and  friends  of  the  church 
use  "Sprecher  Woods"  as  a  site  for  picnics, 
reunions,  etc. 

According  to  Rev.  John  Mills,  pastor  of  the 
Hagerstown  Brethren  Church,  "The  folks  at 
Hagerstown  Brethren  feel  fortunate  that  God 
has  provided  us  with  such  a  beautiful  setting. 
'Sprecher  Woods'  provides  a  great  place  for  people 
to  get  away  from  it  all  and  to  feel  the  presence 
of  God  in  the  great  outdoors.  Truly  God  created 
it,  pronounced  his  blessing  upon  it,  and  said  it 
is  good.  We  praise  Him  for  it." 


New  directory  published 
of  religious  broadcasting 

Morristown,  N.J. — The  annual  Directory  of  Reli- 
gious Broadcasting,  1977-78  edition,  is  now  avail- 
able from  National  Religious  Broadcasters.  The 
new  directory  lists  1,064  radio  stations,  809  pro- 
gram producers,  25  TV  stations,  61  overseas  sta- 
tions,  and  122  associated  ministries. 

National  Religious  Broadcasters  is  an  associa- 
tion of  more  than  800  member  organizations  that 
are  engaged  in  the  production  of  religious  radio 
and  television  programs  and  the  operation  of 
religious  stations. 

The  price  of  the  Directory  of  Religious  Broad- 
casting is  $15  per  copy.  Orders  should  be  mailed 
to  NRB,  Box  2254R,  Morristown,  N.J.  07960. 
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Brethren  church  signs  available 


Russiaville,  Ind. — Brethren  church  direction  signs 
are  still  available,  according  to  Jim  Payne  of  the 
Burlington  Brethren  Church. 

The  signs,  useful  for  directing  visitors  to  your 
church,  are  made  of  heavy  guage  aluminum,  20 
inches  wide  by  30  inches  high.  Blue,  red,  and  black 
lettering  is  painted  on  a  white,  luminous  back- 
ground. 

Two  basic  messages  are  available.  One  says, 
"First  Brethren  Church";  the  other  says  simply, 
"Brethren  Church,"  with  space  provided  for  in- 
cluding the  church  name.  The  Brethren  Church 
seal  also  appears  on  each  sign. 

Prices  for  the  signs  are:  $21.00  for  signs  painted 
on  one  side  only;  $32.00  for  signs  painted  on  both 
sides.  Additional  lettering  may  be  added  for  about 
$3.00  per  side.  Signs  may  be  obtained  from  Jim 
Payne,   Route  3,   Box  61,   Russiaville,   Ind.  46979. 
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TRAFFIC  LIGHTS 


Six  home   mission   leaders  attend 
church   planting   consultation 


Ashland,  Ohio — Six  Brethren  men  attended  the 
"Consultation  on  Church  Planting"  held  in 
Chicago,  111.,  on  November  28-29,  1977.  The  consul- 
tation was  convened  by  E.H.M.A.,  the  Home 
Missions  Commission  of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals. 

At  the  consultation,  church  planting  specialists 
spoke  on  "The  Biblical  Basis  for  Church  Planting," 
"Finance  Models  for  Church  Planting,"  "Planting 
the  Church  in  the  Inner  City,"  "Ministering  to 
the  Ailing  Church,"  and  other  subjects  related  to 
church  planting. 

Brethren  attending  the  consultation  included 
Rev.  Arden  E.  Gilmer,  Director  of  Home  Missions 
for  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
and  Rev.  Larry  Bolinger,  chairman  of  the  Ohio 
District  Mission  Board.  Rev.  William  Kerner,  Rev. 
Ralph  Gibson,  and  Mr.  Gary  Taska  also  attended, 
representing  the  Indiana  District  Mission  Board. 
And  Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling,  new  pastor  of  the  Mt. 
Olivet  Brethren  Church,  Georgetown,  Del.,  was 
also  in  attendance,  sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvania 
District  Mission  Board. 

In  summing  up  their  experience  at  the  consul- 
tation, Rev.  Gilmer  said:  "We  gained  valuable 
input  and  insights  which  will  greatly  enhance 
our  Brethren  church-planting  efforts.  God  is  lead- 
ing other  evangelicals  to  establish  new  churches. 
We  praise  God  that  Brethren  are  responding  to 
the  same  divine  leading.  Sharing  in  this  consulta- 
tion with  these  representatives  of  the  various 
district  mission  boards  was  a  genuine  pleasure. 
It  gives  us  a  common  background  which  will 
greatly  assist  us  in  our  Holy  Spirit  led  desire  to 
reach  people  for  Jesus  Christ  through  church 
planting." 


Congress   marks   anniversary 
of   Israeli   statehood 

ILaMirada,  Calif. — To  mark  the  30th  anniversary 
of  Israel's  statehood,  evangelical  Christians  are 
arranging  to  hold  an  International  Congress  for 
the  Peace  of  Jerusalem  in  the  Holy  City  January 
31  to  February  2,  1978. 

Dr.  Israel  Carmona,  Chairman  of  the  Congress 
Steering  Committee,  announces  the  purpose  of 
the  Congress  is  "to  demonstrate  Christian  support 
for  the  nation  of  Israel  and  its  right  to  exist  under 
a  just  peace,"  and  "to  explore  objectively  Jewish- 
Christian  relations  throughout  history  so  as  to 
deepen  awareness  in  the  Christian  church,  and 
to  present  the  Biblical  view  of  the  role  of  Israel 
and  the  church  in  God's  plan  for  the  ages." 

Dr.  G.  Douglas  Young,  President  of  the  Institute 
of  Holy  Land  Studies  on  Mt.  Zion  in  Jerusalem, 
will  act  as  the  official  coordinator  of  the  Congress 
in  Israel.  It  is  expected  that  delegates  will  attend 
from  many  countries  of  the  western  world. 

Menahem  Begin,  Prime  Minister  of  Israel,  has 
accepted  the  invitation  to  deliver  the  keynote 
address  at  the  Congress. 

Christian  speakers  will  include  Dr.  Arnold  T. 
Olson  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  past  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals;  Rev.  Chuck 
Smith,  a  staunch  friend  of  Israel  and  pastor  of 
Calvary  Chapel,  a  large  congregation  in  Costa 
Mesa,  Calif.;   and  other  leading  Bible  scholars. 

Tours  from  the  U.S.  to  Israel  are  being  organ- 
ized of  8,  10,  and  16  days  duration  for  those  who 
want  to  attend  the  Congress. 
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church  growth  forum 


by  Arden  Gilmer 


Overcoming  our  Introversion 

More   treatment  for  evangelistic   ills. 


"There  are  more  winnable  people  today  than 
there  have  ever  been.  'The  Savior — not  secular 
hunger  for  numbers — constrains  obedient  Chris- 
tians to  harvest.  He  wants  ripe  fields  reaped  to 
the  last  sheaf  (McGavran). . .  .  The  whiteness  of 
the  harvest  demands  that  churches  take  respon- 
sibility for  their  fruitfulness  as  well  as  their 
faithfulness,"  writes  Dan  Reeves  in  Church 
Growth  Bulletin. 

The  experience  of  many  evangelical  churches 
indicates  that  America  is  a  ripe  harvest  field  right 
now!  Last  week  I  heard  the  testimony  of  a  pastor 
whose  church  had  grown  from  175  to  over  1,000 
in  four  years,  and  this  was  in  a  small  central 
Pennsylvania  town  with  a  population  of  only  8,000. 
How  did  it  happen?  His  response  was  simple: 
"Four  letters — one  word:   W-O-R-K." 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  a  country  ripe  in  the  harvest 
of  souls,  30 %  of  the  Brethren  churches  in  1976 
had  no  conversion  growth!  Another  41%  had  only 
five  converts  or  less.  We've  got  a  problem!  In 
last  month's  column  we  began  to  think  about 
some  possible  solutions  to  our  problem.  Let's  con- 
tinue to  think  along  that  line. 

Let  me  state  a  deep  conviction.  I  believe  that 
the  Brethren  Church  can  be  an  effective  instru- 
ment of  God  to  reach  many  lost  souls.  But  some 
changes  will  have  to  be  made.  We  need  to  realize 
several  things. 

1)  Successful  evangelism  hinges  upon  unbeliev- 
ers hearing  the  gospel. 

2)  Unbelievers  generally  resist  attending  wor- 
ship services. 

3)  A  basic  element  in  leading  non-Christians  to 
a  conversion  experience  is  cultivating  a  sensitive, 
caring  relationship  with  them. 

4)  Our  only  valid  response  is  to  take  the 
message  of  God's  love  and  redemption  into  homes, 
streets,    and   playgrounds   of   our   communities. 

5)  Pastors  and  churches  have  the  responsibility 
to  locate  desperate  persons  with  human  hurts.  We 
must  then  devise  caring  approaches  to  meet  these 
needs. 

To  do  these  things,  we  will  have  to  deal  with 
our  sin  of  introversion.  An  introverted  church  is 
completely  preoccupied  with  its  own  activities 
and  gives  no  time  or  thought  to  evangelism.  One 
pastor  confessed,  "My  congregation  is  ingrown. 
They  are  far  more  concerned  with  themselves  than 
with  their  neighbors  and  friends  outside  the 
church." 


We  must  lift  our  eyes,  look  at  the  world, 
discover  souls  that  are  prepared  for  spiritual 
harvest,  and  develop  a  passion  for  souls.  If  we 
are  highly  motivated  with  regard  to  evangelism, 
God  will  certainly  guide  us  as  we  diligently  search 
for  methods  that  are  appropriate  for  our  par- 
ticular situation. 

Many  churches  get  stymied  and  frustrated  with 
methodology.  Sometimes  a  church  wants  one  sure- 
fire method  which  will  work  in  reaching  people 
for  Christ.  Or  they  get  discouraged  and  fall  back 
into  introversion.  Churches  which  are  evangel- 
istically  effective  are  generally  using  several 
methods  at  a  time.  They  don't  put  all  their  eggs 
in  one  methodological  basket.  People  within  the 
church  have  different  abilities.  Some  abilities  are 
essential  for  the  success  of  one  method,  other 
abilities  for  other  methods. 

In  choosing  a  method  for  your  church,  find  the 
method  that  1)  meets  a  particular  need  in  your 
community,  and  2)  can  be  handled  by  the  abil- 
ities present  in  your  church.  Always  be  open  to 
new  methods.  Elvis  Marcum  says,  "There  is  an 
everpresent  challenge  before  our  people.  Find 
new  ways,  better  ways  to  minister.  Our  philosophy 
is:  'The  best  way  to  do  a  thing  hasn't  been  found, 
but  we  are  seeking.' . . .  When  we  do  the  work  God 
calls  us  to  do  there  is  no  possibility  of  failure. 
Fear  of  failure  is  the  only  thing  we  must  avoid. 
Fear  is  not  of  God." 

All  kinds  of  tools  are  available  to  a  pastor  and 
church  that  really  want  to  develop  their  evan- 
gelistic effectiveness.  Four  helpful  books  are: 
1)  The  Church  Beaching  Out  by  C.  Burt  Potter, 
Jr. — a  catalog  and  description  of  a  multitude  of 
evangelistic  methods  which  have  actually  been 
used  in  churches.  He  divides  the  methods  into 
seven  categories:  a.  one-to-one  personal  encoun- 
ters; b.  small  group  approaches;  c.  innovative 
indoor  ministries;  d.  creative  outdoor  ministries; 
e.  mobile  ministries;  f.  non-personal  confronta- 
tions (electronics);  g.  non-personal  confronta- 
tions (literature);  2)  Outreach:  God's  Miracle 
Business  by  Elvis  Marcum;  3)  Target  Group 
Evangelism  by  Ralph  Neighbour;  and  4)  How 
to  Build  an  Evangelistic  Church  by  John  R. 
Bisagno.  Write  me,  and  I'll  share  with  you  how 
you  can  purchase  these  tools. 

As  pastor  and  church,  prayerfully  decide  what 
evangelistic  methods  you  are  going  to  use,  enlist 
and  train  workers,  and  go  to  work  for  the  Lord 
in  the  harvest  He  has  prepared. 
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On   Conference   issue 

I  must  write  and  tell  you  how 
much  I  enjoyed  the  publication 
that  told  in  detail  about  National 
Conference.  I  am  not  able  to 
attend  usually,  and  we  never 
receive  a  report  from  those  who 
attend,  so  I  read  each  page  with 
earnest. 

We  do  appreciate  the  good 
work  you  are  doing  and  pray 
the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless 
you  with  wisdom  and  under- 
standing to  meet  this  labor  of 
love  for  our  denomination. 

— Joan  Bargerhuff 
Kokomo,  Ind. 

In   general 

Please  find  enclosed  a  check 

for $5.75  of  the  amount  is  for 

our  renewal  of  the  Evangelist 
magazine.  We  moved  to  this 
locality  only  to  find  there  is  no 
Brethren  church  near  us.  In 
order  to  move  ahead  with 
Christ,  we  are  joining  a  South- 
ern Baptist  church.  However, 
we  would  enjoy  receiving  the 
Evangelist  to  keep  up  with 
"Brethren  news"!  Keep  up  the 
good  work! 

— Mrs.  Bob  Taylor 
Hamlin,  Ky. 

I  like  the  Evangelist  as  is 
and  read  it  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation about  the  different 
doings  by  the  pastors  and 
churches. 

I  like  to  hear  about  the  growth 
of  the  churches.  Also  the  good 
spiritual  messages  contained  in 
it. 

— Martha  A.  Stewart 
Leechburg,  Pa. 


I  would  like  to  compliment 
the  Evangelist  and  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  for  their 
contributions  to  the  work  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  Unfortunately, 
for  me,  this  type  of  contribution 
has  been  largely  underrated,  un- 
derexposed, and  supported  even 
less. 

Thank  you  for  bringing  these 
facts  to  my  awareness  in  recent 
issues  of  the  Evangelist.  God 
spoke  to  me  in  those  disclosures 
concerning  my  giving  habits  to 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 

— Stephen    Barber 
Ashland,  Ohio 


Just  wanted  to  tell  you  that 
the  new  secretary  for  Denom- 
inational Services  at  G/L  (Gos- 
pel Light)  said  our  denomina- 
tional magazine  is  one  of  the 
best  she's  seen — she  finds  it 
very  informative.  We  appreciate 
all  your  work  too — that's  the 
main  way  we  keep  up  on  what's 
happening  with  the  Brethren. 
Be  assured  that  our  prayers  and 
financial  support  are  with  you! 
— Dale  and  Marcia  Stoffer 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


I  really  enjoy  reading  the 
Evangelist.  I  like  to  read  the 
news  of  the  other  churches  and 
see  how  they  are  growing  and 
sharing.  Also  helps  me  to  keep 
informed  about  our  missionary 
families.  Enjoy  the  book  reviews 
also. 

Keep  up  the  wonderful  work! 
God  bless  you! 

— Enid   Schrader 
Dayton,  Ohio 


We  enjoy  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist very  much.  There  has  been 
a  big  improvement  in  our  church 
magazine  and  we  want  to  sup- 
port this  paper. 
— Homer  &  Margaret  Ebersole 
Smithville,  Ohio 


I  value  the  Evangelist  very 
much  because  I  am  the  Signal 
Lights  Patroness  here  at  War- 
saw. Naturally  I  need  it  each 
month  besides  enjoying  the 
other  articles  also. 

— Alice    E.    Schooley 
Warsaw,  Ind. 


On   Publication   Offering 

Evidently  there  is  too  much 
waste  at  the  Publishing  Co. 
Maybe  a  new  manager  is  what 
is  needed.  If  I  had  a  gross  profit 
the  size  of  the  Publishing  Co., 
I  could  sure  show  a  net  profit. 
What  do  you  think  people  on 
Social  Security  can  do  for  you? 
You  should  try  living  on  it 
awhile. 

— Name  withheld 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  area 


About  letters:  To  encourage  read- 
ers to  express  themselves  on  a 
variety  of  issues,  we  try  to  use 
all  letters  submitted.  Brevity  is 
encouraged.  Longer  letters  will  be 
shortened.  Unsigned  correspond- 
ence will  not  generally  be  pub- 
lished, although  we  may  withhold 
names  for  valid  reasons  in  special 
situations. 
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The  Incredible  Ann  Kiemel 


It's  Incredible  by  Ann  Kiemel  (Tyndale,  1977,  126 
pp.,  $4.95  hardcover). 

This  is  Ann  Kiemel's  third  and  latest  book. 
Writing  in  her  usual  easy-reading  style,  Ann  takes 
you  with  her  down  the  roads  of  her  busy  and 
unusual  life.  You  feel  her  pain  and  her  joys — 
her  very  insides.  Ann  never  knows  a  stranger. 
She  tries  hard  to  be  sensitive  to  the  great  need  in 
people  all  around  her,  and  she  never  hesitates  to 
tell   them  about  her  wonderful  God. 

This  book  covers  a  variety  of  subjects,  includ- 
ing Ann's  family,  her  childhood,  her  friends,  her 
problems,  and  her  experiences  as  she  travels 
across  the  country  for  speaking  engagements. 
People  are  immediately  attracted  by  her  love  and 
joy  that  bubbles  over  to  all  those  around  her. 
Her  writings  are  unforgetable.  In  fact,  "its  in- 
credible" what  God  can  do. 

This  book  is  especially  recommended  for  those 
who  are  looking  for  a  good,  easy-reading  book 
that  has  a  lot  of  down-to-earth  meaning.  It  is 
ideal  for  a  gift. 

— Beth  Barber 

Beth  Barber  is  in  charge  of  Sunday  school  curri- 
culum distribution  for  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company. 


Keeping   a    Good   Thing   Going 

The  Positive  Principle  Today  by  Norman  Vincent 
Peale  (Prentice-Hall,  1976,  239  pp.,  $6.95  hardback). 

Have  you  ever  had  a  life-changing  experience? 
It  was  thrilling,  wasn't  it?  But  what  happened 
afterwards?  What  happened  when  "reality" 
dawned,  when  problems  began  to  squeeze  you 
back  into  the  old  mold? 

Dr.  Peale  speaks  to  those  who  have  trouble 
keeping  a  good  thing  going.  His  purpose  in  The 
Positive  Principle  Today  is  to  inspire  you.  But  it 
is  also  to  "help  you  always  and  under  whatever 
circumstances  to  keep  it  going,  even  stronger  and 
more  vitally"   (page  VIII). 

First  he  deals  with  what  the  positive  principle 
is.  Dr.  Peale  bases  this  idea  on  I  John  5:4:  "This 
is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even 
our  faith."  He  describes  powerful  ideas  such  as 
"phenomenal  force,"  "impossible,"  "enthusiasm," 
and  the  "seven  magic  words"    (Philippians  4:13). 

Realizing  that  life  is  full  of  "ifs,"  Dr.  Peale 
encourages  us  to  firmly  grasp  these  "ifs"  and 
control  them.  As  he  points  out,  we  must  realize 
that  real  answers  are  possible.  It  is  when  we 
move  out  with  the  full  knowledge  of  God's  help 
that  we  take  the  "im"  out  of  impossible. 


Building  upon  this  base,  Dr.  Peale  spends  half 
the  book  applying  these  principles  to  problems 
dragging  us  down.  Using  a  multitude  of  first-hand 
experiences,  he  shows  us  how  to  develop  endur- 
ance, creativity,  vitality,  excitement,  and  in-depth 
faith  in  the  face  of  life's  adversity. 

Founding  his  points  upon  scriptural  texts,  Dr. 
Peale  encourages  us  to  "make  today  count"  as  we 
"astonish  ourselves"  by  what  we  can  do.  But  more 
than  that,  he  encourages  us  to  realize  that  a 
miracle  is  happening  every  time  we  face  a  prob- 
lem. When  we  truly  grasp  this  fact,  we  can  face 
each  day  and  each  problem  with  a  fresh  enthu- 
siasm that  will  "keep  it  going." 

—Walt  Kime 

Walt  Kime  is  a  senior  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 


Recipe   for  Marital   Happiness 

Two  Shall  Be  One  by  Ruth  Harms  Calkin  (David 
C.  Cook,  1977,  128  pp.,  $6.95  hardback) 

In  a  series  of  letters  to  Julie,  Ruth  Harms  Calkin 
draws  on  her  own  30  years  of  marriage  for  some 
funny,  tender,  joyous,  yet  very  practical  advice, 
instruction,  and  encouragement  for  this  young 
bride-to-be.  Her  central  theme  is  keeping  God 
central. 

Some  of  her  chapter  titles  are:  "Though  It  Takes 
a  Lifetime,"  "A  Promise  Is  for  Keeping,"  "He 
Can  Match  Every  Dream,"  "It  Isn't  Always 
Spring,"  "Find  Your  Own  Hilltop,"  "Forgiveness 
Is  a  Beautiful  Word,"  "Listening  Love,"  and  "It 
Takes  a  Lot  of  Little  Things."  From  her  journal, 
the  author  shares  thoughts  such  as  this  one: 
"Commitment  means  we  take  the  very  worst  of 
each  other,  the  very  best  of  each  other,  and  the 
in-between  of  each  other;  then  stirring  it  all  to- 
gether, we  say  with  gentle  understanding,  1  love 
and  totally  accept  the  mixture  of  you.'  " 

This  book  will  probably  be  advertised  as  a  beau- 
tiful gift  for  a  new  bride.  It  is  that,  but  it  is  much 
more.  Married  people  can  become  so  comfortable 
with  each  other  that  they  need  to  be  reminded 
occasionally  of  the  little  things  that  keep  a  mar- 
riage fresh  and  vibrant.  "Marriage  is  a  combina- 
tion of  salt  and  Stardust — salt  for  hamburgers  and 
Stardust  for  poetry.  You  can  undoubtedly  survive 
a  little  longer  on  hamburgers  than  you  can  on 
poetry;  but  why  settle  for  one  when  God  wants 
you  to  have  both?" 

— Maxine  Craver 

Maxine  Craver  is  a  pastor's  wife,  homemaker, 
and  mother  from  Marianna,  Pa. 
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Two  Views  on  Eating  Right 


God's  Key  to  Health  and  Happiness  by  Elmer  A. 
Josephson  (Revell,  1976,  224  pp.,  $3.95  paperback). 

In  1936,  Elmer  A.  Josephson,  an  ordained  Baptist 
minister,  did  not  have  much  longer  to  live.  He 
had  had  a  nervous  breakdown  and  was  told  he 
had  cancer  of  the  stomach.  He  had  tried  every- 
thing— home  remedies,  patent  medicines,  costly 
prescriptions,  various  doctors,  and  prayer.  He  is 
still  alive  today  because  he  found  the  one  thing 
that  worked  for  him.  That  is  the  reason  Rev. 
Josephson  wrote  this  book. 

What  was  Rev.  Josephson's  secret?  He  turned 
to  the  Word  of  God  and  obeyed  it.  Since  then  he 
has  lived  an  additional  40  years.  Rev.  Josephson 
claims  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  offer  us  a  plan 
for  eating  and  staying  well  as  well  as  a  plan  of 
salvation. 

Rev.  Josephson  bases  his  dietary  habits  and  this 
book  on  God's  dietary  law  found  in  Leviticus  11 
and  Deuteronomy  14:3-21.  Just  as  Jesus  did  not 
do  away  with  the  Ten  Commandments  when  He 
came  to  earth,  so  He  also  did  not  do  away  with 
the  dietary  law.  The  author  says  we  are  not  bound 
by  that  law,  but  that  the  law  was  given  as  a  guide- 
line for  better  life  and  should  be  followed  by  every 
Christian  today  as  well. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  goes  into  detail 
about  the  dietary  law  and  what  we  should  and 
shouldn't  eat.  The  ideas  in  the  book  will  be  re- 
jected by  many,  as  they  are  very  contrary  to 
what  most  have  been  taught  about  laws  of  eating. 

I  think  most  Christians  have  not  given  serious 
thought  about  there  being  anything  right  or  wrong 
to  eat  in  God's  eyes.  If  this  subject  interests  you, 
as  it  did  me,  the  book  is  well  worth  reading.  Then 
you  can  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

— Carol  Geaslen 


How  to  Eat  Right  and  Feel  Great  by  Virginia  and 
Norman  Rohrer  (Tyndale,  1977,  270  pp.,  $4.95 
paperback). 

Are  you  interested  in  your  health  and  well- 
being?  If  you  aren't,  no  one  else  is.  The  health 
of  our  bodies  is  one  thing  we  can't  go  to  the  super- 
market and  buy.  Sure,  there  are  doctors  who  are 
interested,  but  mostly  after  the  damage  is  done. 
Would  you  like  to  take  care  of  yourself  before 
you  need  a  doctor?  Then  this  book  should  be  on 
your  reading  list. 

Virginia  and  Norman  Rohrer  have  taken  a  very 
good  look  at  the  American  diet  and  its  pitfalls. 
But  they  don't  just  stop  there.  Interspersed  in  the 
chapters  are  Bible  verses,  good  recipes  (some  I 
have  tried  myself),  and  hints  on  how  you  and  I 
can  clean  up  our  diet. 

Sound  pretty  painful?  Hate  to  give  up  all  those 
goodies?  Well,  I  would  gladly  trade  them  for  a 
life  of  not  going  to  the  doctor.  Of  course,  good 
nutrition  isn't  the  only  key  to  good  health.  But 
more  and  more,  recent  research  points  to  the  fact 
that  nutrition,  good  or  bad,  is  the  heart  of  the 
matter. 

How  to  Eat  Right  and  Feel  Great  offers  chap- 
ters on  nutrition  and  mental  outlook,  sugarless 
recipes,  food  for  baby,  what  our  bodies  really  need, 
escape  from  allergies,  and  other  interesting  topics. 

The  health  of  our  bodies  is  not  a  topic  to  be 
taken  lightly.  All  too  often  it  is  too  late.  I,  for 
one,  am  glad  I  read  this  book.  It  has  helped  me  to 
decide  on  one  way  to  better  health. 

— Carol  Geaslen 

Carol  Geaslen  is  a  homemaker  and  mother  of 
two,   living  near  Ohio  Camp  Bethany. 
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signal  lights 


written  by 
Alberta  Holsinger 


Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Philip  Tells  the  Good  News 


Philip  left  his  home  in  Jerusalem  and  went  to 
the  nearby  city  of  Samaria.  He  told  the  people 
there  about  Jesus.  He  told  them  that  Jesus,  God's 
Son,  had  been  born  in  Bethlehem,  grew  up  in 
Nazareth,  and  went  about  telling  of  God's  love. 
He  told  them  that  Jesus  had  died  on  the  cross  to 
save  all  people  everywhere,  and  that  because  He 
arose  from  the  dead,  those  who  believe  in  Him 
will  live  in  heaven  with  Him. 

"Do  you  think  what  Philip  is  saying  is  true?" 
asked  a  man. 

"I  don't  know,"  answered  his  friend.  "Let's  listen 
a  little  longer." 

Philip  saw  many  sick  people.  He  prayed,  asking 
Jesus  to  heal  the  sick,  and  they  were  made  well. 

Larger  and  larger  crowds  followed  Philip.  They 
listened  to  him  preach.  They  saw  the  miracles  he 
did.  They  believed  that  Jesus  was  God's  Son  and 
accepted  Him  as  their  Savior. 

A  man  named  Simon  lived  in  Samaria.  He  was 
a  very  clever  fellow.  He  could  do  magic  tricks  to 
make  people  think  he  was  sent  from  God.  Before 
Philip  came  to  Samaria,  many  people  believed 
Simon  was  the  Savior  God  had  promised  to  send. 

Simon,  too,  listened  to  Philip  tell  about  Jesus. 
He  saw  the  sick  and  lame  healed  when  Philip 
prayed  to  Jesus. 

"I  believe  you  are  preaching  the  truth,"  said 
Simon.  "I  have  been  fooling  the  people.  I  am  no 
great  one  sent  from  God.  I  know  Jesus  is  God's 
Son.  Will  you  baptize  me,  Philip?" 

Philip  baptized  Simon  and  many  other  men  and 
women  of  Samaria  who  accepted  Jesus  as  their 
Savior. 


1. 


2. 


Readiness  Activities 

Have  sheets  of  paper  and  crayons  ready.  Some 
of  the  children  may  like  to  draw  pictures  of 
someone  telling  them  of  Jesus.  Give  each  child 
time  to  tell  about  his  picture  before  the  Bible 
story. 

Other  children  might  like  to  make  a  chariot. 
Cut  off  the  top  and  half  of  one  side  of  a  half- 
pint  milk  carton.  Cover  with  contact  paper  or 
glue  on  colored  construction  paper.  Cut  out  two 
cardboard  circles  for  wheels  and  attach  with 
brass  fasteners.  Refer  to  these  chariots  while 
telling   the  Bible  story. 


One  day  God  sent  an  angel  to  Philip  with  this 
message:  "I  want  you  to  go  immediately  down 
the  road  that  goes  from  Jerusalem  through  the 
Gaza  Desert." 

Philip  went.  Soon  he  saw  a  chariot. 

"That's  a  royal  chariot,"  he  thought.  "Ordinary 
people  don't  ride  in  a  fancy  chariot  like  that." 

As  the  chariot  came  closer,  Philip  could  tell  it 
was  from  the  court  of  Queen  Candace  of  Ethiopia. 

The  treasurer  of  Ethiopia  had  gone  to  Jerusalem 
to  worship  in  the  Temple.  Now  he  was  returning 
home.  As  he  rode  along,  he  was  reading  aloud 
from  the  Book  of  Isaiah. 

"Go  and  join  him,"  said  the  Holy  Spirit  to  Philip. 

So  Philip  ran  alongside  the  chariot.  He  heard 
the  treasurer  reading. 

"Do  you  understand  what  you  are  reading?" 
Philip  asked  him. 

"No,"  replied  the  treasurer.  "No  one  has  ever 
explained  this  to  me.  Does  the  writer  mean  he  is 
the  Lamb,  or  does  he  mean  someone  else?  Do  you 
understand  it?" 

Philip  answered,  "Yes,  I  do." 

"Stop  the  chariot,"  the  treasurer  called  to  his 
driver. 

"Get  in  and  ride  with  me,"  he  said  to  Philip. 
"Get  in  and  explain  it  to  me." 

Philip  climbed  into  the  chariot.  He  sat  beside 
the  treasurer  of  Ethiopia.  As  they  rode  along,  he 
told  him  that  Isaiah  was  writing  about  Jesus. 
Then  he  told  him  the  story  of  Jesus,  God's  Son. 

The  treasurer  listened  carefully.  "Look,"  he  said. 
"There's  a  pool  of  water  ahead.  Why  can't  I  be 
baptized?" 

"You  can  be,"  said  Philip,  "if  you  believe  with 
all  your  heart." 

"I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God," 
said  the  treasurer. 

"Stop  the  chariot,"  he  called  to  the  driver. 

The  treasurer  and  Philip  got  down  from  the 
chariot.  They  walked  into  the  pool  of  water  and 
Philip  baptized  him. 

Then  the  treasurer  continued  happily  on  his  way 
to  the  palace  of  Queen  Candace.  But  God  sent 
Philip  to  many  more  cities  to  tell  the  people  of 
Jesus  the  Savior. 

—Based  on  Acts  8:5-13,  26-40 


Memory  Scripture: 

believe    that    Jesus 
Acts  8:37b 


And  he  answered  and  said,  I 
Christ    is    the    Son    of    God. 
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Home  Missions  Story 


A  New  Family 


One  day  soon  after  the  Browns  had  moved  into 
their  new  home,  the  doorbell  rang. 

Mrs.  Brown  went  to  the  door  and  opened  it. 

The  woman  on  the  porch  smiled  at  her.  "Hello. 
I'm  Mary  Jones,  your  neighbor.  Welcome  to  our 
town." 

"Thank  you,"  said  Mrs.  Brown.  "Please  come 
in." 

The  women  visited  for  a  while.  Before  she  left, 
Mrs.  Jones  said,  "We  attend  the  Brethren  Church. 
We  would  like  for  your  family  to  go  with  us 
Sunday." 

"We  don't  usually  go  to  church,"  said  Mrs. 
Brown. 

"Your  children  would  really  like  our  Sunday 
school  classes,"  Mrs.  Jones  told  her.  "You  and 
your  husband  would  be  in  a  class  with  us.  I  think 
you  would  like  it,  too." 

"Well,  I'll  talk  with  my  husband  about  it  to- 
night," replied  Mrs.  Brown. 

"Good,"  said  Mrs.  Jones.  "I'll  call  you  tomorrow." 

The  next  day,  when  Mrs.  Jones  called,  Mrs. 
Brown  said,  "Yes,  we'll  go  with  you  to  church 
Sunday." 

So  Sunday  morning  the  Jones  family  took  the 
Brown  family  to  church. 

Six-year-old  Dana  and  seven-year-old  Robert  felt 
at  home  right  away.  Many  of  their  new  friends 
from  school  were  there.  As  soon  as  they  went 
into  their  class,  they  found  things  to  look  at  and 
things  to  do.  Later  they  sang  and  the  teacher 
told  them  a  Bible  story. 

The  Browns  continued  to  go  to  church  every 
Sunday. 

One  Sunday  morning  the  children's  teacher  told 
them  of  God's  great  love  for  us.  Then  they  talked 
about  ways  we  can  show  our  love  to  others — by 
being   kind   and  thoughtful  and  cheerful. 

It  was  almost  Valentine's  day.  When  Dana 
bought  valentines  for  her  friends,  she  thought  of 
her  Sunday  school  teacher  and  her  pastor.  "I'm 
glad  they  are  telling  me  about  Jesus,"  she  thought. 
So  she  bought  pretty  valentines  for  each  of  them — 
valentines  that  said,  "I  love  you." 

One  day  after  church  Dana  said  to  the  pastor, 
"I  want  to  know  more  about  giving  my  heart  to 
Jesus." 

Robert  was  with  her.  He  nodded.  "I  want  to 
know  how  to  accept  Jesus  as  my  Savior,"  he  said. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  heard  their  children.  "We 
would  like  to  know  more  about  it,  too,"  said  Mr. 
Brown. 

"I'll  be  glad  to  talk  with  all  of  you,"  said  the 
pastor.  "I'll  tell  you  about  God's  plan  of  salvation 
and  how  you  can  be  part  of  His  family." 

Some   day  soon   the  Browns  will  each  say,   "I 


love  You,   God.   I  accept  Your  Son  Jesus  as  my 
Savior." 

The    Brethren    Home    Mission    church    in    their 
community  has  helped  them  learn  of  the  true  God. 

(Based  on  a  true  incident  told  to  the  Signal  Lights 
editor  by  Pastor  George  Solomon,  Derby,  Kansas.) 


The   Name   Game 

Want  a  fun  game  to  play  at  home  or  with  the 
other  kids  at  Signal  Lights  or  junior  church? 

Each  player  needs  a  sheet  of  paper  and  a  pencil. 
Write  the  alphabet  down  the  left  side  of  the  paper, 
one  letter  on  each  line,  like  this: 


0 


and  so  on  through  Z. 

Now  you  are  ready  to  begin  the  game.  Set  a 
timer  for  five  minutes  or  ask  someone  to  watch 
the  clock.  After  each  letter  write  names  of  Bible 
people   beginning   with   that  letter. 

When  the  time  is  up,  the  player  with  the  most 
correct  names  on  his  paper  is  the  winner. 

(If  you  have  trouble  finding  some  of  the  names 
in  your  Bible,  a  good  Bible  dictionary  will  help 
you  check  the  spellings  and  discover  who  each 
person  was.) 
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finally,  brethren 

.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  you: 


God's  Paintbrush 


God  has  a  mighty  paintbrush 
As  old  as  time  itself 
And  after  each  new  season 
He  may  lay  it  on  the  shelf. 

In  spring  He  takes  His  brush  and  paint 
With  many  shades  of  green; 
And  brings  to  life  the  things  that  slept 
All  through  the  winter's  scene. 


He  paints  crocuses  and  daffodils 
Where  all  the  snow  had  been; 
Then  on  to  flowers  of  every  hue 
To  complement  the  green. 

All  through  the  lazy  summer 
The  colors  reign  supreme; 
With  purples,  reds  and  yellows 
A  touch  of  heaven's  gleam. 

Then  comes  a  nippy  morning 
And  frost  is  in  the  air; 
Again  He  takes  His  paintbrush 
To  touch  up  here  and  there. 

Some  trees  He  dips  with  yellow 
While  others  are  bright  red 
Still  others  glow  like  sunshine 
Against  a  pine  tree  bed. 

The  hills  in  all  their  majesty 
All  clad  in  bright  array 
Shout  out  that  God  is  Ruler 
Of  this  wide  world  today! 

Too  soon  the  picture  changes 
And  leaves  come  tumbling  down. 
The  trees  become  mere  sticks  of  wood 
And  everything  is  brown. 

Our  Lord — the  great  Almighty 
Does  not  forget  a  thing. 
He  comes  along  with  blanket  white 
And  lets  things  rest  till  spring. 

Lord,  thank  You  for  the  changing  scenes 
And  these  colors  ever  new. 
And  thank  You,  too,  for  eyes  that  see 
As  we  offer  praise  to  You! 

— Delia  Davis 

Mrs.  Davis  is  a  homemaker  from  Sarasota,  Fla. 
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it's  not  only  our  seminary, 
it's  our  only  seminary!   z 
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New  Library 

most  recent  addition 

to  the  campus  landscape 


contact 


.  . .  keeping  Brethren  in  touch! 


Richard  DeVeny:   printer 


"ABOUT  THE  FIRST  THING  I 
can  remember  is  being  in  a 
printshop,"  says  Dick  DeVeny, 
former  printshop  superintendent 
for  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company. 

Dick  retired  December  22 
after  12  years  in  that  position. 

His  parents  had  operated  a 
printshop,  so  Dick  spent  his 
after-school  hours  as  a  boy 
among  type  cases  and  printing 
presses.  It  is  small  wonder  he 
has  devoted  most  of  his  life  to 
plying  the  printing  trade. 

Dick  came  to  Ashland  from 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he  had 
been  an  active  member  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church.  And  it 
was  with  a  definite  sense  of 
God's  leading  that  he  came  to 
this    ministry    in    1965. 

I  use  the  word  ministry  be- 
cause   Dick    saw    his    work    in 


that  light.  Naturally,  he  always 
sought  to  provide  the  best 
service  possible  to  all  his 
customers. 

But  he  also  believed  a  Chris- 
tian printer  should  do  as  much 
as  possible  to  help  other  Chris- 
tian organizations.  Especially  in 
recent  years  he  has  actively 
fostered  accounts  with  churches 
and  with  Christian  organiza- 
tions  in  North  Central  Ohio. 

Perhaps  foremost  in  his  min- 
istry was  his  desire  to  serve  the 
Brethren  Church.  He  was  com- 
mitted to  the  outreach  of  the 
Brethren  Evangelist  and  the 
Bible  Class  Quarterly.  And  he 
went  out  of  his  way  to  help 
other  denominational  boards  tell 
the  Brethren  about  their  work. 

He  was  a  tremendous  help  to 
me,  personally,  as  an  editor  with 
limited    experience    or    training 


Contact  is  a  column  about  people — Brethren 
people,  for  the  most  part.  In  it  we  describe  people 
you  should  know  .  .  .  because  they  are  examples 
of  the  faith;  because  they  are  making  a  significant 
contribution  to  their  local  church,  community,  or 
society  in  general;  or  because  of  a  recent  experience 
they  have  had. 

We  welcome  your  suggestions  of  individuals  we 
might  feature  in  this  column.  Send  the  person's 
name  and  a  statement  why  you  think  they  should 
be  included  in  a  future  column  to  Contact,  in  care 
of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 


in  the  graphic  arts.  His  win- 
some grin  and  quiet  humor 
could  always  bring  even  a  dif- 
ficult problem  into  perspective. 

Dick's  ministry  extended  be- 
yond his  work  with  the  Pub- 
lishing Company.  A  model  lay- 
man, his  activities  with  the  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  have 
included  singing  in  the  choir, 
helping  man  the  church's  CARE 
Line,  and  hosting  a  men's  Bible 
study.  He  was  recently  appoint- 
ed to  the  church's  missionary 
committee,  and  he  serves  with 
his  wife  Mary  Jane  on  the 
deacon   board. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference  Board  of 
Brethren  Church  Properties. 

How  will  Dick  spend  his  re- 
tirement? Actively,  of  course. 
For  starters,  he  will  devote 
more  time  to  DeVeny  Enter- 
prises, a  private  business  he 
began  in  1975.  His  "Daily  Spirit 
Lifters"  (a  collection  of  one-a- 
day  thoughts  or  passages  of 
Scripture)  are  the  primary  prod- 
uct of  the  business.  He  assem- 
bles each  set  of  "Spirit  Lifers" 
by  hand  to  add  that  personal 
touch. 

And  since  a  printer  is  always 
a  printer,  he  will  continue  to 
practice  his  lifelong  trade — he 
will  work  part-time  in  the 
Publishing  Company  printshop. 
— Ron  Waters 
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February  marks  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
Ashland  College.  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Lindower  presents  a  survey  of 
those  100  years,  beginning  on 
page  4. 
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Ashland  College 


a  centennial  survey 


Ida  Lindower  sketches  some  of  the  ups  and  downs  in  AC's 
100   years   of   history. 


WHAT  DOES  THE  NAME  Ash- 
land College  mean  to  you? 
Buildings?  enrollment?  endow- 
ment? tuition  costs?  If  you 
have  come  lately  on  the  scene, 
these  may  be  the  measure  of 
your  understanding.  If  so,  let 
me  share  with  you  some  of  its 
background  and  significance. 

In  noting  the  growth  of 
Ashland  College  today,  we  tend 
to  observe  what  has  occurred 
since  the  middle  and  late  1940's, 
when  GI's  from  World  War  II 
began  swelling  enrollment  and 
when  industry  began  making 
contributions  to  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  These  things 
were  a  definite  bonus,  but  such 
was  not  always  the  picture — far 
from   it. 

Ashland  College  was  estab- 
lished by  a  people  first  called 
German  Baptists,  later  Dun- 
kards,  and  then  Brethren.  They 
were  driven  from  Germany 
by  religious  persecution;  they 
found  refuge  in  Holland  and 
later  emigrated  to  America  on 
the  invitation  of  William  Penn. 

Although  experiencing  count- 
less hardships,  they  grew  rapid- 
ly and  spread  westward,  always 
believing  that  life  consisted  of 
two    human    verities:     religion 


and  education;  the  church  and 
the  school;  heart  and  mind. 
Early  in  their  history  they  be- 
gan plans  to  establish  an  insti- 
tution of  higher  learning  to  pro- 
vide a  trained  ministry  and  a 
laity  schooled  in  the  classics. 
Some  college  or  university- 
trained  men  always  numbered 
among  their  leaders  in  those 
days. 


Origin 


When  northeastern  Ohio  was 
surveyed  as  a  possible  site  for 
the  college,  consideration  was 
given  to  Louisville,  Canton, 
Akron,  Danville,  and  Ashland, 
with  Ashland  being  the  final 
choice.  After  this  decision,  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Ash- 
land was  called  in  1877.  They 
were  promised  that  the  college 
would  locate  in  their  city  if 
they   would   subscribe   $10,000. 

The  objectives  proposed  for 
the  college  were:  to  train  teach- 
ers for  the  public  schools;  to 
establish  a  department  of  sci- 
ence of  the  highest  character; 
to  establish  a  classical  course 
of  like  high  character;  and  to 
offer  the  advantages  of  a  higher 
education  to   the  young  people 


Mrs.  Lindower  is  a  writer  and  formerly  taught  at  Ashland  College. 
She  has  also  edited  the  Woman's  Outlook. 

This  article  is  a  condensation  of  a  script  she  prepared  for  a  slide 
presentation  produced  by  Dr.  Donald  Rinehart.  The  slide  program 
will  be  presented  at  the  10:00  a.m.  Ashland  College  convocation  on 
Wednesday,  February  15,  as  part  of  the  centennial  week  celebration. 
Readers  in   the  area  are  invited  to  attend. 


of  the  church.  In  short,  the 
founders  wanted  everything  to 
be  of  the  best  quality. 

The  citizens  of  Ashland  a- 
greed,  and  plans  went  forward. 
Dr.  S.  Z.  Sharp  became  the  first 
president.  In  1878,  funds  were 
solicited  to  erect  buildings.  H.  K. 
Myers,  a  successful  business- 
man, and  others  on  the  board 
of  incorporators  gave  liberally 
of  their  time  and  money  to 
assure  the  establishment  of  the 
college. 

The  building  site,  originally 
28  acres,  was  purchased — four- 
teen of  those  acres  at  a  cost 
of  $2,900.  The  first  building, 
old  Founders  Hall,  was  de- 
signed by  George  Washington 
Cramer,  who  later  became  a 
leading  church  architect  in  New 
York.  His  fee  was  $100,  which 
he  later  contributed  to  the 
college  funds.  This  edifice,  con- 
structed from  bricks  made  right 
on  the  campus,  proved  to  be  so 
substantial  that  after  75  years 
no  break  or  crack  appeared  in 
its  walls. 


Early   days 


The  college  was  chartered  in 

1878,  and  the  first  term  of 
school  began  on  September  17, 

1879,  with  75  students  enrolled. 
The  first  student  was  J.  H. 
Worst,  who  became  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  alumni.  He 
spent  some  time  in  editorial 
work  and  in  the  Christian  min- 
istry. Later  he  served  as  a  super- 
intendent  of   schools   in   North 
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Dakota,  after  which  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  and 
then  became  lieutenant  governor 
of  that  state. 

During  the  summer  of  1879 
the  boarding  hall  was  begun  to 
provide  housing  for  students. 
This  building,  called  Allen  Hall 
in  honor  of  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller, 
remained  an  essential  facility 
until  the  last  decade,  when  it 
was  razed  to  give  place  to  the 
present   library. 

Each  student  (or  pair  of 
them)  had  a  "room  and  path" — 
a  path  to  one  of  the  two  little 
frame  houses  standing  in  the 
rear  of  the  dormitory.  Each 
room  contained  a  pitcher  and 
wash  bowl,  as  well  as  its  individ- 
ual stove,  coal  bucket,  and  oil 
lamp.  Some  students  were  also 
housed  in  the  basement  of 
Founders  Hall,  while  others 
stayed  in  several  of  the  class- 
rooms which  were  curtained  off 
for  privacy. 

Board  walks  between  the 
buildings  (frequently  in  need  of 
repair)  constituted  hazardous 
passage,  especially  at  night. 
Spring  thaws  created  mud  on 
every  hand.  And  with  no  power 
mowers  in  those  days,  grass  and 
weeds  grew  quite  high  during 
the  summer  months,  doing  little 
to  beautify  the  terrain. 

Some  mowing  was  done,  how- 
ever, by  four-footed  grass  cut- 
ters— goats  belonging  to  some 
faculty  members.  Small  wonder 
that  a  goat  became  the  college 
mascot,  with  classes  vying  to 
possess  it,  thereby  proving  their 
superiority.  There  was  nothing 
so  satisfying  to  one's  ego  as  to 
get  another's   goat! 

In  the  lower  floor  of  Allen 
Hall,  a  dining  room  provided 
meals  for  residents.  Grace  was 
always  said  before  meals  by  one 
of  the  students  or  by  a  faculty 
member  who  might  be  present. 
Round  tables  seating  eight  peo- 
ple were  presided  over  by  a 
host,  who  served  the  main  items. 
A  hostess  likewise  attended  the 
needs  of  each  one  at  the  table. 
Hosts  and  hostesses  were  re- 
assigned each  week,  giving  all 
students  the  responsibility  of 
assuming  these  social  graces. 
Students  were  expected  to  come 
to  meals  properly  dressed.  These 
customs  prevailed  until  relative- 
ly recent  times,  when  cafeteria 
lines  obviated  such  practices. 

For  these  accommodations, 
room  and  board  cost  $2.00  per 


week,  and  tuition,  $40.00  per 
year.  Faculty  salaries  ranged 
from  $525.00  to  $700.00  per  year. 

The  opening  years  of  the  col- 
lege were  full  of  promise,  but 
difficulties  beset  the  new  insti- 
tution too.  In  1881  a  sharp 
division  between  the  conserva- 
tives and  the  progressive  ele- 
ment among  Brethren  caused 
difficult  times  for  the  college; 
but  staunch  supporters  among 
the  progressives  succeeded  in 
maintaining  the  institution. 

Then  in  1888  the  college,  ow- 
ing $41,000,  went  into  receiver- 
ship. Again  the  faithful  trustees 
succeeded  in  paying  off  the  debt 
and  the  college  passed  legally 
into  the  hands  of  the  Brethren 


Church.  A  story  persists,  and 
is  likely  quite  authentic,  that 
for  some  months  one  of  the 
trustees  carried  the  deed  to  the 
property  about  in  his  pocket, 
lest  it  fall  into  the  wrong  hands. 

On  August  29,  1888,  a  new 
charter  was  secured,  and  the 
name  of  the  institution  was 
changed  to  Ashland  University 
to  accord  with  certain  legal 
requirements.  From  this  point 
on,  it  was  decided  that  the 
college  should  also  serve  as  a 
place  for  training  of  Christian 
ministers. 

In  1896  financial  problems 
once  more  interrupted  the 
school's  progress.  Because  of  a 
debt   that   would   be   considered 
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minimal  today,  the  college 
closed;  then  in  1898,  with  the 
debt  liquidated,  it  opened  again 
to  continue  uninterrupted  to 
the  present. 

New   beginning 

After  financial  reverses  and 
difficulties  in  providing  trained 
leadership,  an  appeal  went  out 
to  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  this  struggling 
institution.  Being  a  great  Chris- 
tian and  pastor  of  a  growing 
church  in  Elkhart,  Indiana,  Dr. 
Miller  accepted  the  assignment. 

It  couldn't  have  been  a  very 
glamorous  prospect  beckoning 
him,  for  in  addition  to  the  many 
financial  problems,  the  campus 
was  anything  but  prepossessing. 
The  grounds  were  covered  with 
weeds,  blackberry  bushes,  and 
Baldwin  apple  trees.  But  amid 
these  discouraging  and  unlovely 
surroundings,  he  and  his  wife 
knelt  in  prayer,  pledging  their 
lives  to  the  enrichment  of  youth 
and  asking  God's  blessing  upon 
their   efforts. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  lead- 
ership and  sacrificial  service  of 
Dr.  Miller,  there  would  have 
been  no  college  upon  which  to 
build  in  later  years.  No  man 
has  done  more  for  the  institu- 
tion. 

Under  Dr.  Miller's  leadership, 
the  college  made  splendid  pro- 
gress,    enjoying     new     growth 


and  optimism.  The  campus  itself 
took  on  an  improved  appear- 
ance. Trees  were  planted;  many 
were  evergreens  which  came  to 
characterize  the  hilltop  school. 
Unfortunately,  building  pro- 
grams in  recent  years  have  dis- 
placed most  of  these  lovely 
trees,  but  the  pine  tree  will 
alv/ays  recall  the  college  image. 

In  1902  a  new  building  joined 
the  two  originals — a  gymnasium 
—the  gift  of  John  Keim  of 
Louisville,  Ohio.  This  $6,000  tile 
building,  with  only  a  dirt  floor 
and  balcony  around  the  playing 
area  for  spectators,  appeared  as 
fine  as  Madison  Square  Garden 
to  those  sports-loving  fans.  A 
few  years  later,  a  wood  floor 
was  installed,  making  the  build- 
ing more  commodious. 

Late  one  night  in  1926,  fire 
from  an  over-heated  gas  stove 
raced  through  the  gym,  con- 
suming it  like  tinder.  Construc- 
tion began  on  a  new  gym  short- 
ly after,  and  in  September  1927 
the  new  building — the  one  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  the 
campus — was  ready  for  use. 

In  1906,  Dr.  Miller  requested 
that  he  be  relieved  of  the 
presidency  to  devote  more  time 
to  developing  the  theological 
department  (a  position  which 
he  held  until  1933).  Dr.  J.  L. 
Gillin  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary  became  the  nominal 
head  of  the  college  and  remained 
until     1911,    when    Dr.    W.    D. 
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Furry  of  Johns  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity assumed  the  presidency, 
remaining    until    1919. 

In  1910  a  great  convenience 
came  into  campus  life  with  the 
installation  of  gas  for  lights  and 
heating  stoves  in  each  room. 
At  the  same  time,  running 
water  and  crude  bathrooms 
made  life  somewhat  easier. 

While  Dr.  Furry  was  presi- 
dent, growth  was  made,  but 
attending  difficulties  were  pres- 
ent also.  Although  United  States 
participation  in  World  War  I 
was  relatively  brief,  quite  a  few 
men  were  drafted  or  enlisted, 
leaving  the  campus  short  on 
male  population  and,  of  course, 
making  inroads  into  income.  At 
that  time  a  military  unit  was 
stationed  on  campus,  the  Stu- 
dent Army  Training  Corps,  for 
which  much  criticism  came 
from  Brethren  people.  However, 
the  presence  of  this  unit  proved 
quite  beneficial  by  producing 
added  income  and  installing 
electricity  in  the  college  build- 
ings. Also,  many  of  the  men 
in  training  never  had  to  go  into 
combat  and  returned  to  the 
college  as  students. 

Academic   progress 

Dr.  Furry  resigned  in  1919  to 
become  president  of  Shorter 
College  in  Georgia.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  E.  E.  Jacobs, 
coming  from  Clark  University. 
He  remained  in  this  office  the 
longest  of  any  president  to  that 
time — 16   years,    until   1935. 

To  this  writer,  Dr.  Jacobs  has 
always  stood  out  in  his  service 
to  Ashland  College.  He  was  not 
only  something  of  an  intellectual 
giant,  a  truly  great  scientist,  but 
also  an  excellent  administrator. 

In  these  days  and  during  the 
1920's,  many  students  worked 
to  support  themselves.  Work  in 
the  kitchen,  washing  dishes, 
clearing  tables,  and  sweeping; 
janitorial  work;  campus  main- 
tenance; library  work;  all  paid 
25  cents  per  hour.  Some  hardy 
souls  among  the  men  worked 
several  hours  a  few  nights  a 
week  at  the  foundry,  shoveling 
hot  sand  for  the  astronomical 
sum  of  40  cents  per  hour. 

In  1923,  Ashland  was  again 
designated  as  a  college  instead 
of  a  university.  As  in  previous 
years,  rather  rigid  rules  still 
prevailed:  Everyone  attended 
chapel     each     morning     at     10 
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"Had  it  not  been  for  the  leadership  and  sacri- 
ficial service  of  Dr.  Miller,  there  would  have 
been  no  college  upon  which  to  build  in  later 
years." 


o'clock,  unless  excused  for  ill- 
ness or  work.  Students  were 
permitted  to  be  off  the  campus 
during  the  day,  but  not  at  night 
without  permission.  Freshmen 
and  sophomore  girls  might  have 
two  dates  per  week  until  10 
o'clock;  juniors  and  seniors, 
three  dates  until  the  same  hour. 
When  one  of  the  athletic  teams 
won  a  game,  everyone  was 
allowed  out  until  the  unheard 
of   hour   of   11. 

There  was  really  no  ready- 
made  entertainment  then;  only 
what  students  made  for  them- 
selves: literary  societies,  YMCA 
and  YWCA,  gospel  teams,  scav- 
enger hunts,  popcorn  and  candy- 
making  parties,  some  faculty- 
chaperoned  dress-up  affairs,  and 
unscheduled  ball  games.  Drink- 
ing, dancing,  and  card  playing 
were  strictly  off  limits,  al- 
though a  few  decks  of  cards 
were  sometimes  secreted  into 
ingeniously-contrived  spots.  In 
fact,  student  activities  were  self- 
sustaining,  and  one  never  heard 
the  complaint,  "There's  nothing 
to  do  here."  Were  they  deprived 
or  underprivileged?  If  so,  they 
weren't  aware  of  it. 

Because  of  growing  concern 
for  education,  Saturday  classes 
were  begun  during  these  times, 
particularly  for  teachers  need- 
ing additional  credits.  Summer 
school  continued  and  later  even- 
ing  classes   were   added. 

In  his  zeal  to  upgrade  the 
academic  standing  of  the  school, 
Dr.  Jacobs  began  adding  new  de- 
partments. In  subsequent  years 
came  the  music,  speech,  and 
business  departments.  They 
reached  about  25  in  number  in 
recent  years.  One  of  his  chief 
efforts  centered  in  securing 
accreditation  with  the  North 
Central  Association  of  Colleges 


and  Secondary  Schools,  as  well 
as  the  Ohio  College  Association. 
(The  college  had  been  recog- 
nized as  a  teacher-training  insti- 
tution by  the  state  department 
as  early  as  1925.) 

By  1930,  through  the  efforts 
of  Dr.  Jacobs  and  Dean  Ans- 
pach,  the  college  was  accredited 
by  both  of  these  agencies  but 
after  a  few  years  was  dropped. 
This  action  came  about  through 
no  weakness  in  teaching  or  ad- 
ministration; rather,  the  policy 
of  the  North  Central  Associa- 
tion changed.  Their  standards 
became  more  quantitative  than 
qualitative.  Institutions  were  re- 
quired to  have  a  minimum 
number  of  buildings,  acreage, 
endowment,  departments,  and 
Ph.D.  degrees.  Little  emphasis 
seemed  to  be  placed  on  the 
quality  of  work  done. 

Obstacles 

Although  Ashland  could  meet 
most  rigid  academic  require- 
ments and  had  more  than 
average  advanced  degrees  a- 
mQng  its  faculty,  it  lacked  ma- 
terial wealth.  Not  to  be  dis- 
heartened by  these  seemingly 
insurmountable  obstacles,  Dr. 
Jacobs  set  about  dealing  with 
them.  An  endowment  campaign 
was  launched  immediately;  one 
by  one  the  requirements  were 
met.  Ashland  received  accred- 
itation once  more  in  1938,  three 
years  after  Dr.  Jacobs'  retire- 
ment from  the  presidency  but 
due  in  large  part  to  his  efforts. 

Dr.  Anspach — teller  of  funny 
stories;  he  had  one  for  every 
occasion  —  followed  Dr.  Jacobs 
in  the  head  office  in  1935,  re- 
maining until  1939  when  he 
became  president  of  Central 
Michigan  College  at  Mt.  Pleas- 


ant, Michigan.  During  his  brief 
tenure  he  initiated  the  "Ashland 
Plan,"  designed  to  (1)  broaden 
the  ordinary  concept  of  philoso- 
phy of  education;  (2)  combine 
the  practical  and  theoretical 
services  and  aspects  of  educa- 
tion; and  (3)  attempt  to  enable 
worthy  students  to  supplement 
work  and  education  and  to 
obtain  by  means  of  work  some 
aid  toward  securing  a  college 
education. 

Unfortunately,  few  people 
fully  understood  his  plan,  and 
he  did  not  remain  long  enough 
to   implement   it   fully. 

With  the  economic  situation 
so  precarious  during  the  Depres- 
sion, funds  for  operating  costs 
became  sadly  depleted.  At  times 
some  faculty  members  waived 
part  of  their  salaries  or  returned 
a  portion  to  keep  the  academic 
ship  afloat.  One  member  fired 
the  Founders  Hall  coal  furnace 
for  a  time  at  night,  and  others 
gladly  performed  menial  tasks 
to  help  the  cause.  Every  device 
possible  was  used  to  maintain 
fiscal  responsibility.  These  were 
difficult  times,  but  the  espirit 
de  corps  was  magnificent,  heart- 
warming. 

Then  after  the  Depression 
eased  somewhat.  World  War  II 
took  so  many  of  the  men — 
even  women  left  college  to  go 
into  industry — that  one  semester 
the  enrollment  sank  to  100 
students. 

After  World  War  II,  with  the 
passage  of  the  GI  Bill,  men 
began  returning  to  the  college 
to  prepare  themselves  for  new 
jobs.  Some  had  been  out  of 
school  for  many  years  and  were 
apprehensive  lest  they  couldn't 
keep  up  with  other  college 
people.  However,  after  their  war 
experiences,    most    realized    the 


February  1978 


need  for  more  training  and  were 
eager  to  study.  For  the  most 
part  they  were  excellent  stu- 
dents. Within  a  few  years  en- 
rollment reached  more  than  500. 

After  Dr.  Anspach's  resigna- 
tion, Dr.  E.  G.  Mason  became 
president;  he  was  followed  by 
Dr.  Raymond  Bixler.  Both  of 
these  men,  although  serving  a 
relatively  brief  time,  adminis- 
tered the  college  splendidly  dur- 
ing difficult  times.  After  their 
terms  in  the  presidency,  both 
returned  to  teaching,  making  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  faculty. 

In  1948  the  trustees  announced 
the  selection  of  Dr.  Glenn  Clay- 
ton as  the  new  president.  For 
a  year  or  two,  enrollment  again 
declined,  then  took  another  up- 
swing. In  1952  a  new  chapel 
building  was  completed,  a  gift 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Throughout  the  years  of  the 
college's  history,  the  great  god 
Vulcan  must  have  held  a  grudge 
against  the  institution.  As  was 
mentioned  before,  fire  gobbled 
up  the  old  gym  in  1926;  then, 
after  an  interval  of  26  fire-free 
years,  old  Founders  Hall  suf- 
fered a  like  fate  in  October  1952. 
Just  a  short  time  later,  in  1953, 
old  Vulcan  struck  again,  con- 
suming the  redwood  bleachers 
along  King  Road  where  Kilhef- 
ner   Hall    now    stands. 

These  disasters  were  devas- 
tating blows,  for  with  increasing 
enrollment,  classroom  space  was 
in  great  demand.  The  Founders 
Hall  holocaust  decimated  facil- 
ities tremendously.  However,  be- 
ing resourceful  and  quick  to 
seize  opportunity,  the  college 
administration  quickly  convert- 
ed the  basement  of  the  chapel 
into  numerous  classrooms  which 
served  the  intervening  months 
until  new  Founders  Hall  was 
completed. 

Expansion 

From  this  point  on,  with  high- 
er education  receiving  greater 
emphasis;  with  GI's  still  return- 
ing to  the  classroom;  with  great- 
er contributions  from  industry; 
and  with  a  greater  rapport  with 
the  community,  the  college  be- 
gan a  steady  growth.  Many 
additions  appeared  on  college 
property.  In  fact,  buildings  be- 
gan appearing  all  over  like 
mushrooms  after  a  spring  rain. 
All    of    this    represents    a    tre- 


mendous growth  of  the  physical 
plant  since  the  original  two 
buildings  in   1879. 

Time  and  space  do  not  permit 
recounting  all  the  improvements 
made  in  recent  years:  new  de- 
partments, successful  athletic 
teams,  musical  triumphs,  in- 
creased faculty  with  better 
salaries  and  retirement  bene- 
fits. Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
college  has  emerged  from  a 
humble  beginning,  through 
great  struggles,  to  a  relatively 
successful  position  today. 

Now,  with  the  country  experi- 
encing a  recession  and  with  a 
decrease  in  enrollment  resulting 
in  reduced  income,  financial 
problems  again  present  a  menac- 
ing picture.  But  the  spirit  of 
past  crises  is  counselling;  the 
college  is  tightening  its  belt;  it 
has  come  up  with  a  balanced 
budget.  Light  once  more  at  the 
end  of  the  tunnel! 

Dr.  Clayton  has  just  resigned, 
after  completing  29  action-filled 
years  as  president.  He  has  pro- 
vided   capable    leadership    and 


will  now  be  able  to  witness  from 
the  sidelines  successes  of  the 
school.  Dr.  Arthur  Schultz  has 
come  to  take  over  the  helm  of 
the  institution.  We  wish  him 
well  and  predict  for  him  a  great 
administration. 

Reflections 

There  you  have  it — a  very 
brief  sketch  of  Ashland  College 
through  its  dark  days  and  its 
bright  days;  its  vicissitudes  and 
victories.  To  be  sure,  in  this 
country  there  are  other  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  fitting 
many  descriptions:  ivy  leaguers, 
huge  universities,  exclusive 
name  schools,  enormously  en- 
dowed places  of  learning. 

But  to  us,  Ashland  is  special. 
In  its  classrooms  we  have 
learned  from  some  great  teach- 
ers; on  its  campus  we  have 
made  lifelong  friends;  from  its 
halls  have  come  outstanding 
men  and  women.  It  has  found 
a  place  in  our  hearts.  We 
love  it! 
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Karen  Weidenhamer  tells  how  you  can  put  "silent  teachers" 
to  work  in  your  church. 


Silent 
Teachers 


TN  far  too  many  of  our  churches  there  are 
"silent  teachers"  that  are  never  used  to 
their  fullest  potential.  The  "silent  teachers" 
I  am  referring  to  are  the  bulletin  boards  of 
various  shapes  and  sizes  scattered  through- 
out our  churches. 

Bulletin  boards  are  often  left  bare,  or 
they  are  unattractively  cluttered  with  a 
mass  of  notices,  announcements,  and  pic- 
tures (often  out  of  date)  tacked  up  at 
random.  But  with  a  little  forethought  and 
planning,  these  same  bulletin  boards  can 
become  very  effective  tools  for  teaching. 
There  are  many  things  a  bulletin  board 
can  do.  In  the  book  Successful  Bulletin 
Boards  by  Ward  H.  Phillips  and  John  H. 
O'Lague  (Instructor  Curriculum  Materials, 
Instructor  Handbook  Series),  we  find  that 
they  can: 

1)  Introduce  a  unit  of  study  or  a  new 
learning  activity. 

2)  Stimulate  curiosity  or  inquiry. 

3)  Tell  a  story  or  deliver  a  message. 

4)  Recognize    student    achievement    or 
progress. 

5)  Provide  a  center  of  information. 

6)  Relate  to  or  reinforce  other  areas  of 
interest  in  the  classroom. 


Karen  Weidenhamer  is  a  learning  disabilities 
tutor  in  the  Ashland,  Ohio,  City  Schools.  She  is 
also  superintendent  of  the  primary  department  at 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 


7)   Recognize  special  events  and  holidays. 

In  addition  to  these  things,  I  have  found 
that  bulletin  boards  can  also  add  bright- 
ness, color,  and  variety  to  a  learning  en- 
vironment. In  other  words,  they  create  an 
atmosphere  that  says,  "I  care  about  you. 
I'm  glad  you're  here!" 

Bulletin  boards  can  also  increase  your 
teaching  techniques  and  methods.  They  can 
reinforce  what  you  have  already  presented 
to  your  children.  Blank  walls  and  bare 
bulletin  boards  communicate  nothing. 


BUT  now,  the  hard  part.  Many  teachers, 
when  faced  with  the  responsibilty  of 
decorating  a  bulletin  board,  recoil  in  fear! 
They  come  up  with  such  comments  as,  "Not 
me!  Why,  I  can't  even  draw  a  straight  line 
with  a  ruler!"  Or,  "Let  the  artists  make 
the  bulletin  boards.  I'll  spend  my  time 
teaching." 

Sound  familiar?  Did  you  ever  hear  or 
say  anything  like  that  before?  Have  you 
felt  you  just  could  not  make  an  attractive 
bulletin  board  ?  It  is  a  typical  misconception 
that  many  teachers  have,  but  the  truth  is, 
with  a  few  basic  mechanics  in  mind  bulletin 
boards  are  not  difficult  to  make.  In  fact, 
they  can  be  a  lot  of  fun.  And  they  can  help 
you  teach. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Decorative   borders  give   bulletin 

boards  a  completed  look.  Many  other 

types  of  materials  can  also  be  used 

to  inhance  the  display. 


You  don't  need  to  be  artistically  "clever" 
or  "talented"  to  create  bulletin  boards  that 
are  pleasing,  attractive,  and  significant. 
Using  the  basic  guidelines  which  follow,  you 
can  make  your  board  meaningful  and 
successful. 

Have   a   clear-cut   idea  of   the   purpose. 

Work  for  simplicity.  Don't  try  to  convey 
too  many  ideas  in  one  bulletin  board.  At  the 
same  time,  try  to  catch  attention.  You  can 
do  this  by  posing  questions  or  by  presenting 
new  ideas. 

Decide  what  your  captions  will  be.     Be 

brief.  Use  short,  bold  captions  that  catch 
attention. 

Plan  your  bulletin  board.  Draw  a  pre- 
liminary sketch.  Choose  the  colors  you  will 
use  on  the  board.  In  choosing  colors,  re- 
member that  everything  on  the  board 
interacts. 

Gather  your  materials.  There  is  a  limit- 
less supply  of  materials  that  can  be  used 
effectively.  Some  examples  are  string,  yarn, 
newspaper,  twigs,  leaves,  cotton,  construc- 
tion paper,  wire,  cloth,  foil,  ribbon,  wall- 
paper, rope,  etc. 

Backgrounds  can  consist  of  wrapping 
paper,  burlap,  cloth,  corrugated  paper,  or 
any  other  suitable  material  that  could  be 


obtained  in  large  pieces  and  would  inhance 
the  display. 

Lettering  can  be  formal  or  free  style. 
Letter  patterns  can  be  obtained  from  most 
school  supply  stores  or  bookstores  or 
borrowed  from  a  public  school  teacher. 
Letters  can  be  made  from  construction 
paper,  cotton,  starched  yarn,  straws,  or 
wallpaper. 

Decorative  borders  tend  to  give  bulletin 
boards  a  special  completed  look.  Scalloped 
strips  of  construction  paper,  wide  rickrack, 
a  chain  of  artificial  flowers,  or  paper  leaves 
are  just  a  few  of  the  many  possibilities. 

Proper  mounting  of  your  display  material 
is  an  important  factor  to  be  considered. 
Pictures  and  printed  material  look  better 
and  are  more  easily  noticed  if  mounted. 
They  can  be  placed  on  contrasting  colored 
paper  sheets  in  a  variety  of  shapes.  Edges 
can  be  curled  to  give  a  scroll  effect.  Frames 
can  be  made  by  folding  the  edges  of  a  piece 
of  backing  to  give  a  shadow-box  look  to  a 
picture.  An  item  can  be  set  out  from  the 
wall  on  straight  pins  to  give  a  three- 
dimensional  effect. 

After  your  materials  are  chosen  and 
prepared,  you  are  at  last  ready  to  complete 
your  project.  Try  to  evaluate  your  bulletin 
board  as  it  begins  to  draw  reactions  from 
others.  Clear-sighted  evaluation  is  impor- 
tant for  planning  future  bulletin  boards.  A 
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Set    items    out    from    the    bulletin    board    on 
straight  pins   to   give   a   three-dimensional  effect. 


few  questions  you  might  want  to  ask  your- 
self as  you  evaluate  are: 

— Does  it  have  eye-appeal,  attract 
attention  ? 

— Is  the  message  clear  and 
understandable  ? 

—Is  the  subject  theme  appropriate  for 

the  age  group? 
— Can  it  be  viewed  easily  and  read  from 

all  parts  of  the  classroom? 
— Does  it  draw  reactions  from  the  pupils  ? 

Hopefully  these  suggestions  will  begin 
to  generate  some  new  ideas  to  help  you 
prepare  and  develop  successful  bulletin 
boards.  Don't  let  your  "silent  teachers" 
remain  useless  and  neglected.  Use  them  to 
their  fullest  potential!  □ 


Resources  for 
Bulletin  Boards 

Helpful  books  on  making  bulletin  boards: 
Preschool  Bulletin  Boards  by  Mary  E.  LeBar 

(Scripture  Press,  1975,  32  pp.,  $1.50). 
Primary  Bulletin  Boards  by  Elsiebeth  McDaniel 

(Scripture  Press,   1976,   32  pp.,   $1.75). 
Junior  Bulletin  Boards  by  Bernard  and  Carolyn 

O'Brien   (Scripture  Press,  1971,  32  pp.,  $1.75). 


Brethren   doctrine   study 

This  quarter  the  young  adult  class  I  teach  has 
been  studying  from  the  Brethren  quarterly  on 
"Lessons  in  Brethren  Doctrine."  I  taught  from 
this  quarterly  ten  years  ago  and  appreciated  it 
then,  also.  Since  it  is  not  dated,  it  can  be  used  at 
any  time. 

My  class  has  really  been  excited  about  the  study. 
Having  a  real  love  for  the  Brethren  Church  and 
our  heritage,  I  have  been  reading  from  books  by 
Brumbaugh,  Durnbaugh,  and  Dr.  Ronk.  The  latter 
part  of  the  class  time  is  used  in  Brethren  history 
discussion.  Some  have  been  in  the  Brethren 
Church  all  their  lives — but  were  not  aware  of  the 
proud  biblical  heritage  that  is  ours. 

I  would  sincerely  urge  other  churches  (for  adult 
and  high  school)  to  order  this  quarterly  and  teach 
this  interesting  and  worthwhile  series. 

In  my  studies  of  the  quarterly,  the  books  I 
referred  to,  and  most  of  all  the  Bible  (to  which 
the  writers  of  the  quarterly  refer  constantly),  I 
have  taken  a  new  pride  in  the  Brethren  Church 
and  have  strengthened  my  convictions  on  some 
issues  I  had  begun  to  wonder  about.  The  authors 
use  the  Bible  to  show  what  we  believe  concerning 
certain  matters  and  why  we  believe. 

So  let  me  thank  you  for  making  this  most  val- 
uable quarterly  available.  I  sincerely  hope  others 
will  take  advantage  of  the  chance  to  renew  or 
pass  on  to  a  new  generation  the  Brethren  motto, 
"The  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and  nothing  but  the 
Bible." 

— Mrs.    Duane    Dickson 
Mansfield,   Ohio 

"Lessons  in  Brethren  Doctrine"  has  been  reissued 
and   is   now   available   for   use. 

This  13-week  study  was  written  by  Rev.  Richard 
Kims,  Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  Rev.  Smith  Rose,  Dr.  John 
Locke,   and  Dr.   Albert   T.   Ronk. 

We  recommend  this  study  for  regular  Sunday 
school  classes,  new  member  classes,  Sunday  evening 
or  midweek  study  groups,  or  for  your  personal 
reading   enjoyment. 

The  booklets  are  75  cents  each  (shipped  postage 
paid  if  payment  accompanies  your  order).  They  are 
available  from  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company, 
524  College  Avenue,   Ashland,   Ohio  448O5. 
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Looking  Ahead  to  Retirement 


Rehearse 

Before  You  Retire 

Dorman  Ronk  offers  suggestions  that  will  help  you  plan  for 
the  greatest  time  of  your  life. 


YOU    have    just    received    a    registered 
letter  marked  personal  and  confidential. 
— It's    a    message    from    your    company- 
president.  The  firm  has  been  sold  and 
the    new    owners    are    making    a    big 
change  in  production.   You  get  early 
retirement. 
— A  message  from  your  department  head 
sent  from  the  company's  home  office. 
Serious    cutbacks    are    being    ordered. 
Many,    including    you,    will    be    given 
early  retirement. 
— A    message    from    your    doctor.    The 
medical  test  reports  have  been  received. 
They  want  to  take  further  tests,   to 
do  some  further  checking. 
Many  people   are   forced  to   leave  their 
work   before   they  want,   before  they  are 
ready,   and  they  have  not  developed  any 
alternatives.  Just  how  would  you  react  to 
a  registered  letter  similar  to  one  of  these? 
Would  you  panic,  or  are  you  prepared?  It 
makes   better   sense   to   face   the   facts   of 
retirement  before  they  face  you,  with  their 
unfamiliar  and  unexpected  details  and  con- 
ditions. It  is  a  good  thing  to  plan  ahead 
to  retire  to  something,  instead  of  retiring 
from  something. 

Retirement  is  a  joyous  goal,  an  idea  worth 
much  dreaming  and  planning.  Just  thinking 
about  retiring  can  lighten  the  day's  load 
without  distracting  too  seriously  from  our 
duties. 

Many  husbands  are  afraid  they  won't 
have  enough  money  for  their  retirement. 
But  do  they  know  how  much  money  is 
enough  ?  Many  find  that  they  have  as  much 


as  they  need,  or  as  much  as  they  will  have 
time,  appetite,  and  energy  to  spend.  And 
besides,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  earn- 
ing a  little  new  money.  In  fact,  some  new 
earning  abilities  could  be  the  greatest 
motivation  for  a  more  rewarding  retirement. 

There  are  many  wives  who  hide  behind 
foolish  fears  about  the  idea  of  retirement. 
One  week  they  worry  that  the  "old  boy" 
won't  last  until  retirement,  and  the  next 
week  they  are  aghast  at  the  thought  of 
having  him  underfoot  every  day — all  day — 
for  evermore!  Many  of  these  good  wives 
are  right  on  both  counts.  He  may  not  make 
it,  and  if  he  does,  they  may  have  a  difficult 
time  getting  adjusted  to  all  of  that 
togetherness. 

Wives  need  to  stop  worrying  and  start 
planning  early  for  retirement.  The  first 
reward  may  well  be  a  better  chance  for  the 
husband  to  arrive  at  what  can  be  a  really 
fun  time  of  life.  And  they  may  have  the 
pleasant  satisfaction  of  actually  enjoying 
retirement  together. 

If  both  members  of  a  maturing  marriage 
worry  and  if  they  plod  along  without  a 
plan,  they  will  have  confirmed  their  fears. 
But  needlessly. 

The  question  is,  How  can  more  married 
partners  avoid  making  the  wrong  turn?  Or 
taking  no  turn  at  all? 

— There  is  joy  in  anticipation.  So  rehears- 
ing before  you  retire  should  turn  your 
attention  from  tension  to  pension. 

— With  your  maturity  and  imagination, 
rehearsing  before  retiring  is  bound  to 
be  a  rewarding  challenge. 
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What  does  it  mean  to  "rehearse  before 
you  retire"?  Imagine  the  first  day  after 
you  have  been  patted  on  the  back  by  your 
superiors  and  sent  into  the  fearsome  won- 
derland of  retirement.  You  sleep  late,  or 
try  to.  Finally,  after  a  good  deal  of  tossing 
and  thinking,  you  get  up  pretty  much  as 
you  always  have.  Maybe  tomorrow  you  will 
sleep  later. 

Well — what  do  you  do  the  first  day?  You 
can  do  anything  you  want,  but  probably 
not  everything:  read  a  book  ...  go  fish- 
ing ...  a  walk  in  the  park  ...  a  ride  some- 
where .  .  .  fool  around  in  the  workroom  .  .  . 
go  to  the  library  ...  go  shopping  ...  fix 
the  sticky  door. 

But  what  about  tomorrow,  and  the  next 
day?  Take  a  trip  around  the  world  .  .  . 
across  the  country  .  .  .  move  west,  or  south, 
move  somewhere  ...  or  what's  wrong  with 
staying  right  here?  You  may  retire  from 
the  rat  race,  but  you  don't  retire  from  the 
human  race.  And,  for  you  husbands,  neither 
does  your  wife. 

It  is  necessary  to  plan  together  for  this 
new  age,  planning  in  some  detail  and  with 
alternatives.  It  is  better  to  fiddle  around 
with  your  uncertainties  while  you  are  still 


employed.  For  instance,  you  can  take  your 
vacations  in  areas  where  you  may  retire, 
to  get  those  silly  ideas  out  of  your  system, 
or  to  satisfy  yourself  that  this  is  indeed 
what  you  want  to  do.  What  both  of  you 
want  to  do.  There  is  comfort  in  knowing 
where  you  are  going  and  what  you  will  be 
doing. 

There  are  many  things  for  which  you 
need  to  rehearse: 

— Will  you  need  regular/part-time 

employment  ? 
— What  are  possible  volunteer 

opportunities  ? 
— Are  there  seasonal  jobs  available? 
— Can   you   summer   in   the   North   and 

winter  in  the  South? 
— Can  your  hobby  furnish  employment? 

If  anything  has  been  said  that  has  caused 
you  to  think  about  a  rehearsal,  then  I  sug- 
gest that  you  read  this  book:  Rehearse 
Before  You  Retire  by  Elmer  Otte  (available 
through  The  Carpenter's  Shop,  Ashland, 
Ohio). 

This  short  paperback  book  tells  you  all 
you  need  to  know  to  get  started  in  planning 
for  the  greatest  time  of  your  life!  □ 
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cWoodfield 
Terrace 
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RETIREMENT  can  be  beautiful.  And  we 
can  think  of  no  better  place  to  spend 
it  than  Woodfield  Terrace,  the  new  retire- 
ment community  under  development  by 
Brethren  Care  of  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Woodfield  Terrace  is  located  on  approx- 
imately 26  wooded  acres  in  Ashland — 
minutes  from  shopping,  churches,  restau- 
rants, medical  centers,  and  educational  and 
recreational  facilities. 

Yet  the  community  enjoys  the  peace  and 
quietness  appreciated  by  those  who  have 
learned  to  enjoy  their  leisure. 

Woodfield  Terrace  offers  the  foremost  in 
carefree  retirement  living.  Here  you  are 
free  .  .  .  free  from  many  of  the  concerns 
about  housing  and  financial  security. 

And  you're  free  to  select  the  lifestyle  of 
your  choice — ranging  from  a  relaxed  appre- 
ciation of  the  surroundings  to  active  in- 
volvement in  cultural,  intellectual,  and  so- 
cial development. 

Our  new  spacious  residential  accommo- 
dations are  designed  for  active  people  who 


carefree 
from  fc 


may  be  on  the  go  much  of  the  time,  and 
who  want  the  comfort  of  knowing  their 
home,  furniture,  and  other  valued  posses- 
sions are  safe  and  cared  for  while  they're 
away. 

And  if  you  have  special  health  or  dietary 
requirements,  you  have  the  assurance  of  i 
easy  access  to  all  facilities  and  competent! 
medical  assistance  close  at  hand,  day  or> 
night. 

Construction  on  this  new  facility  is 
scheduled  to  begin  as  soon  as  50  percent1 
of  the  apartments  are  reserved.  Preliminary 
plans  call  for  127  apartments,  with  21 
studio,  83  one-bedroom,  and  23  two-bedroom 
apartments. 

Several  apartments  have  been  reserved, 
and  we  are  continuing  to  make  local  con- 
tacts for  more  sales. 

We  are  encouraging  interested  prospects 
to  submit  their  residency  applications  now 
in  order  to  allow  construction  to  begin  at 
the  earliest  possible  date. 

Your  residency  application,  along  with  a 
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Facilities  Update 
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deposit  of  $1,000  and  signed  letter  of 
intent,  will  reserve  an  accommodation  for 
you. 

We  are  offering  a  10  percent  discount  for 
all  sales  made  before  construction  begins. 
This  can  amount  to  as  much  as  $2,870.00  in 
savings  on  a  one-bedroom  apartment.  So 
you  can  see  the  advantage  for  those  who 
make  their  deposit  early. 

If  you  think  you  may  be  interested  in  a 
new  home  at  Woodfield  Terrace,  it  will  be 
advantageous  for  you  to  make  payment 
now  and  receive  interest  on  that  payment 
until  you  decide  to  occupy  an  apartment. 
Write  for  special  information  today  on  our 
pre-purchase  plan. 

Of  course,  we'd  be  happy  to  send  you 
more  information  about  Woodfield  Terrace. 
And  we  invite  you  to  visit  our  models  on 
your  next  visit  to  Ashland.  Simply  write  us 
for  an  appointment  at  Woodfield  Terrace, 
2000  Center  Street,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 

Or  call  us  collect  at  (419)  289-2202.  Our 
retirement  counselors  will  be  happy  to  help 
you  plan  for  your  retirement  needs.         □ 


THE  BRETHREN'S  HOME 

Flora,  Indiana 

With  construction  completed  during  the 
past  few  years,  Flora  has  an  86-bed  health 
care  facility  and  23  apartments  for  inde- 
dendent  living. 

The  health  care  unit  had  an  outstand- 
ing 98  percent  occupancy  in  1977. 

A  bus  purchased  last  year  helps  resi- 
dents get  out  for  varied  activities. 

The  need  for  a  chapel  continues.  The 
district  WMS  is  helping,  but  other  dona- 
tions are  needed. 

Rosemary  Eddy  continues  as  our  admin- 
istrator, with  Stanley  Gentle  as  her 
assistant. 

A  few  apartments  are  available  under 
the  Life  Use  Plan.  Interested  Brethren 
may  contact  Mrs.  Eddy  at  the  Brethren's 
Home,  Rt.  2,  Box  97,  Flora,  Ind.  46929,  or 
by  phoning    (219)    967-4571. 


TOPSFIELD  TERRACE 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

Brethren  Care  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  now 
has  a  model  apartment  open.  The  site  is 
located  at  17881  Inwood  Road,  at  the  inter- 
section of  Ironwood  Road  in  South  Bend. 

Sales  are  now  in  progress.  Construction 
will  begin  when  50  percent,  or  127  apart- 
ments, are  sold. 

Included  in  the  revised  plans  for  Tops- 
field  Terrace  are  254  residential  suites, 
an  activity  center,  and  an  80-bed  health 
care  facility. 

PHP  Management  -  Consultant  Service, 
Inc.,  is  providing  consulting,  marketing, 
and  management  services. 

Brethren  are  encouraged  to  visit  the 
model  apartment  soon  to  see  what  is 
available. 


BRETHREN  LAUREL  MANOR 

Vinco,  Pa. 

The  Pennsylvania  District  has  taken 
full  responsibility  for  Brethren  Care, 
Inc.,  of  Pennsylvania.  There  is  now  no 
legal  tie  to  the  national  Benevolent  Board. 

Brethren  Laurel  Manor  has  had  some 
delays.  However,  they  have  hired  R.  H. 
Little  Associates  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to 
assist  in  planning  and  development  and 
to  act  as  management  consultants  for  the 
project. 

Plans  call  for  construction  of  retirement 
apartments  using  the  Section  8  funding 
program  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Hous- 
ing  and   Urban  Development    (HUD). 

For  more  information,  contact  Mr.  Jim 
Mackall,  Rt.  1,  Mineral  Point,  Pa.  15942. 
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Looking  Ahead  to  Retirement 


On  the  Other  Side  of  Sixty 


The  Other  Side  of  Sixty  by  Dale  R.  Kline 
(Ohio  Presbyterian  Homes,  1977,  79  pp., 
paperback). 

If  you  are  serious  about  planning  for  an 
enjoyable  retirement,  you'll  include  The 
Other  Side  of  Sixty  at  the  top  of  your  read- 
ing list. 

With  a  concise  but  light  reading  style, 
Mr.  Kline  attempts  to  dispel  myths  about 
retirement.  He  does  not  present  a  hard  and 
fast  plan  for  every  person.  Rather,  he  pro- 
vides the  necessary  information  for  making 
your  own  decisions  for  a  fulfilling  life. 

The  author  is  a  trained  and  licensed 
health  care  administrator  and  has  devel- 
oped and/or  managed  retirement  commun- 
ities in  Indiana,  North  Carolina,  Iowa,  and 
Ohio. 

He  came  to  his  life's  work  out  of  an  18- 
year  background  as  an  ordained  minister. 
He  sees  the  work  of  caring  for  persons  in 
the  retirement  setting  as  a  ministry  that 
makes  the  church  visible  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Kline  wrote  the  book  primarily  to 
assist  the  growing  number  of  people  who 
are  considering  living  in  a  retirement  or  a 
nursing  care  facility. 

He  admits  to  "a  prejudice  for  the  non- 
profit, church-related  home."  However,  he 
also  recognizes  that  not  all  such  centers 
offer  residents  the  best  care  or  value  for 
the  dollar.  So  he  offers  guidelines  in  assess- 
ing the  quality  of  service  provided  by  a 
particular  center. 

Mr.  Kline  also  notes  that  while  most 
people  find  life  in  a  retirement  community 
to  be  very  enjoyable,  "some  people,  mostly 
for  personality  reasons,  are  not  suited  for 
congregate  retirement  living."  Again,  he 
offers  guidance  for  the  individual  in  deter- 
mining whether  he  or  she  will  likely  be 
happy. 

The  book  is  subtitled  "a  guide  for  per- 
sons concerned  about  an  affordable  retire- 
ment," so  it  deals  in  large  part  with  finan- 
cial considerations.  One  chapter,  entitled 
"Can  You  Afford  It,"  looks  at  the  living 
costs  involved  in  various  types  of  housing. 
Another  explains  briefly  governmental  pro- 


The 

Other 

Side 


grams  available  through  Social  Security, 
Supplemental  Security  Income,  and  health- 
related  programs. 

Other  chapters  deal  with  general  con- 
cerns of  older  persons,  such  as  wills  and 
estates,  marriage  after  sixty,  and  health 
considerations. 

Whether  you  have  just  retired,  are  about 
to  retire,  or  are  beginning  early  to  plan  for 
retirement,  you  should  read  The  Other 
Side  of  Sixty. 


The  Benevolent  Board  has  secured  a  limited  num- 
ber of  copies  of  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty.  A 
copy  will  be  sent  to  each  person  who  sends  a 
contribution  to  the  Benevolent  Board  during  the 
month  of  February  or  while  the  supply  lasts. 

To  secure  your  copy,  send  a  gift  today  to  the 
Benevolent  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church,  524 
College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  448O5,  and  ask 
for  your  copy  of  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty. 
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The  Benevolent  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio,  44805 


Dear  Friend, 

The  Benevolent  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  is  in  the  business  of 
helping  people  enjoy  life  to  the  fullest  "on  the  other  side  of  sixty." 

Perhaps  you  have  just  read  on  pages  14  and  15  the  most  recent  develop- 
ments at  Flora  and  South  Bend,  Indiana;  Ashland,  Ohio;  and  Vinco, 
Pennsylvania.  We  are  well  known  for  developing  health  care  centers  and 
independent  retirement  housing  of  such  high  quality. 

But  just  as  important  is  our  task  of  assisting  you  and 
your  local  church  in  your  ministry  with  your  senior  mem- 
bers .  .  .  and  of  helping  you  plan  for  your  own  retirement. 

February  is  the  month  our  work  receives  special  emphasis  in  the 
Brethren  Church.  Many  congregations  will  take  an  offering  for  our  work. 
We  will  be  able  to  continue  (and  hopefully  expand)  our  ministries  as  a 
result  of  the  generous  contributions  of  hundreds  of  Brethren  like  yourself. 

To  show  our  thanks  for  your  special  gift  this  month,  we 
are  offering  you  a  free  copy  of  Donald  Kline's  The  Other 
Side  of  Sixty.  You'll  find  this  outstanding  book  to  be  a  vital 
aid  in  planning  now,  so  your  retirement  may  bring  the  best 
years  of  your  life. 

To  receive  your  free  copy  of  Mr.  Kline's  book,  send  your  name  and 
address  to  me,  in  care  of  the  Benevolent  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
and  ask  for  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty.  Make  your  check  payable  to  the 
Benevolent  Board. 

And  as  you  write,  you  can  be  sure  your  contribution  to  the  Benevolent 
Board  will  further  our  ministry  with  those  who  have  so  faithfully  served 
our  churches  over  the  years. 

Won't  you  write  today? 

In  His  Service, 

Dorman  Ronk 
Executive  Director 
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the  salt  shaker 


II,  •      m 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


A  look  at  the  possibility  of  life  on  other  planets. 


Are  Space  Creatures  for  Real? 


TS  there  any  planet  capable  of  supporting 

life  as  we  know  it,  and,  in  fact,  does  it 
support  life  ?  This  is  a  question  often  asked, 
and  behind  it  is  also  the  hope  that  intel- 
ligent beings  out  there  may  come  and 
salvage  our  messed  up  planet  and  resolve 
mysteries  such  as  cancer,  etc.  And  so  men 
over  the  centuries  have  waited,  and  have 
written  about  it,  dreamed,  and  hoped.  .  .  . 

Our  galaxy  contains  about  135  billion 
stars,  or  650  stars  for  every  American  alive, 
by  some  estimates.  But  don't  worry  about 
these  stars  bumping  into  one  another — 
the  nearest  star  is  25  trillion  miles  away 
(4.3  light  years).  Light  travels  186,282.4 
miles  per  second,  and  it  takes  this  light 
100,000  thousand  years  to  traverse  our 
great  galaxy! 

But  we  aren't  the  only  galaxy.  There  are 
estimates  that  there  are  100  billion  galaxies. 
Or  10  million  trillion  stars,  and  every  one 
of  them  a  sun  (our  galaxy  is  600,000  million 
miles  across).  These  are  mind  boggling 
figures,  like  counting  the  number  of  fish 
in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Life  itself  cannot  exist  on  a  sun.  But 
only  on  planets  encircling  a  sun.  The 
problem  is,  we  can  detect  trillions  of  suns, 
but  what  assurance  do  we  have  that  any 
of  them  possess  planets?  Planets  such  as 
earth  that  might  support  life  as  we  know 
it? 

In  1964,  a  Stephen  Cole  calculated  that 
one  star  in  210  might  have  an  earth-like 
planet.  That  leaves  640  million  earth-like 
planets  in  our  galaxy  alone  and  an  equal 
number  in  other  galaxies. 

So  far  as  we  know  with  what  little  infor- 
mation is  in,  and  this  information  is  like 
one  drop  of  water  in  the  Atlantic,  our 
planet  earth  is  the  only  one  capable  of 
sustaining  intelligent  life  forms. 

But  let's  make  a  wild  guess.  Throw  doubt 


to  the  winds.  Let's  say  one  planet  in  a 
million  is  capable  of  sustaining  life.  Since 
there  are  640  million  earth-like  planets  in 
our  galaxy  (not  counting  the  trillions  of 
other  galaxies),  that  gives  about  640  differ- 
ent intelligent  beings  or  life  forms  in  our 
own  little  galaxy!  And  if  this  were  the  case 
in  every  galaxy,  then  there  must  be  trillions 
of  space  creatures  running  around  some- 
where. 

The  inevitable  question  follows.  Where 
are  these  intelligent  beings,  if,  in  fact,  they 
exist?  Why  haven't  they  come  to  us?  It's 
evident  we  aren't  capable  of  reaching  them. 

Some  people  think  they  have  come — in 
UFO's,  or  flying  saucers.  There  are  an 
awful  lot  of  people  believing  in  something 
that's  never  been  proven  to  exist!  No  UFO 
has  ever  been  captured,  or  salvaged,  regard- 
less of  what  some  UFO  addicts  tell  you. 
And  many  reputable  scientists  claim  its 
all  ridiculous.  So  our  question  remains 
unanswered,  but  we  have  several  options 
as  to  why  intelligent  beings  have  failed  to 
appear.  They  are: 

1.  There  are  none. 

2.  They're  in  primitive  animal  form  like 
a  chimpanzee. 

3.  Maybe  we  live  on  an  uncharted  island 
in  the  universe,  and  no  ship  has  passed 
our  way. 

4.  They  have  such  high  intelligence  and 
moral  character  that  we  turn  their  stom- 
achs. If  they  don't  have  stomachs,  maybe 
we  just  make  them  nauseated. 

5.  The  only  intelligent  beings  in  the 
universe,  other  than  humans,  are  celestial 
beings  like  angels,  or  devils  (fallen  angels). 
And  the  light  phenomena  we  see  in  our 
world  is  their  activity. 

6.  Maybe  there's  a  sign  out  there  some- 
where which  reads:  "Avoid  planet  Earth, 
they  have  a  deadly  plague  called  SIN."    Q 
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news  from   the   Brethren   Church 


AC  celebrates  100th  anniversary; 
inaugurates  President  Schultz 


Ashland,  Ohio — A  full  week  of  events  and  cere- 
monies commemorating  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  Ashland  College  and  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz  as  the  24th  president 
of  the  school  has  been  planned  by  a  20-member 
inaugural  committee  at  AC. 

Inaugural  week  has  been  scheduled  for  Feb. 
13-19  to  coincide  with  Ashland  College's  centennial 
anniversary  Feb.  19.  The  inaugural  theme  centers 
around  AC's  100  years  as  a  church-related  liberal 
arts  college. 

Dr.  Schultz,  48,  president  of  Albright  College 
(Pa.)  for  the  past  12  years,  assumed  the  presi- 
dency of  Ashland  College  on  July  1  upon  appoint- 
ment by  the  college's  board  of  trustees.  He  suc- 
ceeded 29-year  president,  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton, 
who  retired  from  office  in  June. 

Inaugural  activities  will  begin  Feb.  13  with  a 
formal  dedication  of  the  art  gallery.  The  Ashland 
College  Library  and  various  academic  departments 
also  are  planning  displays.  Evening  events  will 
include  a  concert  featuring  the  talents  of  Calvin 
Rogers,  professor  of  music,  and  Elizabeth  Pastor, 
associate  professor  of  piano. 

The  evening  of  Feb.  14  will  be  highlighted  by 
a  lecture  reading,  "The  Poet's  Way  of  Knowing," 
by  poet  Richard  Synder,  chairman  of  the  Ashland 
College  English  department.  The  event  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Friends  of  the  Ashland  College 
Library. 

A  special  convocation  program  devoted  to  Ash- 
land College  history  will  be  presented  the  morning 
of  Feb.  15.  The  program  was  written  by  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Lindower  and  produced  by  Dr.  Donald 
Rinehart.  The  day  will  conclude  with  Ashland's 
varsity  basketball  team  competing  against  Dyke 
College. 

Feb.  16  will  be  distinguished  by  two  inaugural 
events:  an  AC  artist  series  program  and  a  recep- 
tion for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Schultz  sponsored  jointly 
by  Student  Senate,  Faculty  Senate,  and  the 
American   Association  of  University   Professors. 

The  Ashland  College  board  of  trustees  will  meet 
on  campus  the  morning  of  Feb.  17.  Their  gathering 
will  be  followed  by  an  organ  recital  by  John 
Gilbert,  1967  alumnus  and  assistant  professor  of 
music.  The  day  will  culminate  with  the  centennial 
ball  from  9  p.m.  to  1  a.m.  in  the  Myers  Convocation 
Center.  Organized  by  the  Faculty  Women's  Club, 
the  ball  will  feature  the  music  of  the  Bob  Carlson 
Band. 

The  inauguration  itself  will  be  Feb.  18.  Dr. 
Schultz  will  deliver  an  address.  Representatives 
of  various  colleges  and  universities;  learned  and 
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professional  societies  and  associations;  church, 
alumni  and  community  organizations;  the  student 
body;  board  of  trustees;  faculty  and  administra- 
tion are  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony.  Special 
inaugural  guests  will  include  past  presidents  of 
Ashland  College,  Raymond  W.  Bixler  and  Glenn 
L.  Clayton.  Another  inaugural  ceremony  highlight 
will  be  a  reading  of  a  poem  written  expressly  for 
the   occasion   by   Dr.   Snyder. 

The  inaugural  ceremony  will  be  followed  by  a 
reception  and  luncheon  at  noon  in  Myers  Convo- 
cation Center.  That  evening  Ashland's  Eagles  will 
host  a  basketball  game  against  Wayne  State 
University   (Mich.). 

Feb.  19,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  Ashland  College  by  members  of  the  Brethren 
Church  and  interested  Ashlanders,  will  be  marked 
by  a  special  founders'  day  centennial  worship 
service  in  Memorial  Chapel.  1978  General  Confer- 
ence Moderator  James  Black,  pastor  of  the  Mil- 
ledgeville,  111.,  Brethren  Church,  will  be  the  speak- 
er at  this  10:45  a.m.  service.  Churches  in  the 
Ashland  area  have  been  invited  to  make  this  ser- 
vice  their   Sunday   morning  worship   service. 

The  evening  of  Feb.  19  will  be  celebrated  with 
an  artist  series  program  featuring  noted  actors 
Ossie  Davis  and  Ruby  Dee. 

Most  of  the  centennial-inaugural  events  are 
open  to  the  public.  Brethren  people  are  offered 
a  special  invitation  to  these  events. 
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Brandon  to  meet  in  new  location 


Tampa,  Fla. — Beginning  February  5,  the  Brandon 
Brethren  Church  will  be  holding  Sunday  school 
and  worship  services  at  the  Kingswood  Elemen- 
tary School  at  3102  South  Kings  Road  in  Brandon. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  location  will  prove  more 
satisfactory  than  the  former  meeting  place  in 
the  Sunshine  State  Federal  Bank. 

Word  from  Brandon  indicates  that  Rev.  Keith 
Bennett  is  conducting  two  home  Bible  studies  and 
has  started  a  church  membership  class.  A  woman 
in  the  church  has  also  been  trained  to  conduct 
home  Bible  studies. 

Much  work  has  been  done  to  develop  in  the 
Brandon  community  an  awareness  of  who  the 
Brethren  are.  This  has  included  newspaper  adver- 
tising and  news  releases.  Rev.  Bennett  was  also 
asked  to  give  the  invocation  at  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  function,  which  was  attended  by  about 
150  of  Brandon's  top  citizens. 

The  Town  and  Country  Church,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Rev.  Dale  RuLon,  continues  to  meet  in 
the  Woodbridge  Elementary  School  at  8301  Wood- 
bridge  Boulevard  in  Northwest  Tampa.  Attendance 
at  their  services  has  often  run  in  the  20's,  and 
Rev.  RuLon  reports  an  "excellent  spirit  and  a  good 
fellowship"  among  the  people  attending.  Several 
people  have  attended  services  after  seeing  the 
church  ad  in  the  Tampa  Tribune. 


Bits   'n   Pieces 

Eighteen  students  from  Wescove  Christian 
School  of  Potomac,  111.,  presented  a  program  dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  hour  of  the  Flora,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  on  November  13,  1977.  One 
of  the  students  was  Steve  Dodds,  son  of  Mrs. 
Audrey   Dodds   and   the   late   Rev.   Myron   Dodds. 

Margaret  Lowery  underwent  hip  surgery  on 
January  13  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  Philadelphia.  A  report  from  Mar- 
garet's mother  indicated  that  the  surgery  went 
well  and  that  Margaret  was  cheerful  after  the 
operation.  Cards  and  letters  may  be  sent  to 
Margaret  in  care  of  Mrs.  Beulah  Lowery  McPolen, 
7434  Sandpiper  Place,  Penrose  Park,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  19153. 

After  much  waiting,  Mark  and  Chantal  Logan 

finally  received  their  return  visa  to  Colombia, 
South  America.  The  Logans  left  the  U.S.  on 
January  7  to  resume  their  work  with  the 
Solomons  and  the  national  church  of  Colombia. 

Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren,  left  Cleveland 
on  January  24  for  Buenos  Aires  on  an  adminis- 
trative visit  to  Argentina  and  Colombia.  He  is 
expected  to  return  to  the  U.S.  on  February  19. 


Rev.  RuLon  has  become  known  in  the  commun- 
ity and  has  had  the  opportunity  twice  of  leading 
the  Tampa  City  Council  in  prayer.  On  January  29, 
Rev.  RuLon  presented  a  message  on  WDAE,  one 
of  Tampa's  largest  radio  stations. 


Stockton  celebrates  self  support 

Stockton,  Calif.— The  Stockton  Brethren  Church 
celebrated  its  new  status  as  a  self-supporting  con- 
gregation in  services  on  Sunday,  January  8,  1978. 
The  Stockton  Church  went  off  Missionary  Board 
support  as  of  December  31,  1977. 

Sixty  people  were  present  for  the  morning 
worship  service  on  this  special  day  of  celebration. 
During  the  service  Ruth  Kissee  read  part  of  the 
church's  history,  and  Wes  Steyer  read  portions 
of  letters  from  friends  and  former  pastors  of  the 
church.  A  special  prayer  for  the  church  in  its 
status  as  a  self-supporting  body  was  presented  by 
Rev.  Milton  Robinson,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
congregation. 

Following  the  worship  service,  a  carry-in  meal 
was  held.  Rev.  William  Anderson,  pastor  of  the 
Manteca  Brethren  Church,  spoke  briefly  follow- 
ing the  meal,  representing  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church.  Approximately  40  peo- 
ple were  present  for  this  time  of  fellowship. 

Rev.  Richard  Boyd,  pastor  of  the  Stockton 
Church,  reports  that  in  addition  to  supporting  the 
church,  the  members  of  the  congregation  are  also 
purchasing  new  pews  for  the  church  sanctuary. 
These  pews  are  to  be  installed  this  month. 


India    cyclone    report 

Andhra  Pradesh,  India — Brethren  missionaries  in 
India  continue  to  give  medical  aid,  clothing, 
blankets,  and  buckets  for  storing  water  to  those 
suffering  from  the  November  cyclone. 

At  Chinnapuram,  Vadapalem,  and  Vadagoyyi, 
250  blankets  were  distributed.  In  Sorla  Gondi,  450 
plastic  buckets  were  passed  out.  Since  the  govern- 
ment has  taken  steps  to  control  cholera,  Brethren 
medical  relief  has  concentrated  on  controlling 
other  diseases  caused  by  insufficient  sanitation  in 
the  disaster  area. 

Brethren  missionary  K.  Prasantha  Kumar  notes 
that  many  service  and  religious  organizations  are 
involved  in  giving  immediate  relief  to  cyclone 
victims.  Now  the  need  is  rehabilitation.  The  people 
need  homes,  furniture,  and  work.  It  is  Kumar's 
hope  that  the  Brethren  Mission  can  adopt  a  small 
village  to  help  the  people  help  themselves  to  get 
resettled  in  a  normal  way  of  life. 

P.  Kumar  commented  about  their  relief  efforts: 
"What  we  are  doing  is  like  a  drop  of  water  in  the 
ocean,  yet  we  are  thankful  the  Lord  provided  us 
a  way  to  show  our  concern." 
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Christian  Heirs  Class  President 
Phil  Carter  (left)  and  Pastor  Eugene 
Beekley    (right)   presented   a    check 
and  plane  ticket  from  the  Park  Street 
Brethren   to  Les  and  Cleo   Young. 

(Photo  by  David  Greene) 


Park  Street  Brethren  show  love 
to  church  family 


Ashland,  Ohio — Members  of  the  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church  expressed  their  love  and  concern  for 
one  of  the  church's  families  by  presenting  the 
family  a  plane  reservation  and  a  check  for  $1600 
on  Christmas  day,  1977. 

The  presentation  was  made  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leslie  Young  during  the  morning  worship  service 
on  Christmas  day  by  Pastor  Eugene  Beekley  and 
Phil  Carter,  president  of  the  Christian  Heirs 
church  school  class. 

The  purpose  of  the  gift  was  to  enable  Mrs. 
Young  (Cleo)  to  go  to  a  special  medical  center  in 
Miami,  Fla.,  for  experimental  treatment  for  multi- 
ple sclerosis.  The  treatment  involves  daily  injec- 
tions with  cobra  venom.  Even  though  there  is  no 
charge  for  the  experimental  treatment,  the  Youngs 
must  pay  the  expense  of  travel  to  and  from 
Florida  and  of  living  accommodations  for  the 
approximately  40  days  Cleo  must  remain  in  Miami. 

The  gift  was  made  possible  through  personal 
contributions  of  the  members  of  the  church.  The 
idea  originated  in  the  Christian  Heirs  class,  of 
which  Les  and  Cleo  are  members.  When  the  class 
learned  that  Les  would  drive  Cleo  to  Miami  and 
then  return  by  bus,  it  was  suggested  that  the  class 
members  make  contributions  in  order  to  buy  him 
a  plane  ticket  back  to  Ohio.  By  flying  back,  he 
would  miss  fewer  days  of  teaching  at  the  Ashland 
County  Vocational  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Brelsford  were  put  in  charge  of  the  collection. 

When  others  in  the  church  learned  of  this  col- 
lection, they  also  expressed  an  interest  in  contri- 
buting. As  the  word  was  passed  along  to  still  oth- 
ers, the  result  was  an  outpouring  of  Christian  love 


and  generosity.  Thus  it  was  possible  not  only  to 
provide  a  plane  ticket  for  Les,  but  also  living 
expenses  for  Cleo  while  she  is  in  Florida,  and  for 
a  relative  who  is  staying  with  her. 

Considerable  excitement  was  generated  in  the 
church  as  reports  of  the  rising  amount  in  the  fund 
were  whispered  from  member  to  member  during 
the  week  before  Christmas.  And  the  presentation 
of  the  gift  to  the  Youngs  on  Christmas  day  was 
the  highpoint  of  the  Christmas  season  for  many 
in  the  church. 

The  church's  concern  for  the  Youngs  did  not 
cease  with  the  Christmas  gift.  While  Les  drove 
Cleo  to  Florida,  several  members  provided  lodg- 
ing and  meals  for  the  children.  Members  of  the 
church  continue  to  uphold  the  Youngs  in  prayer 
and  to  call  Cleo  in  Florida  three  times  each  week. 

Les  and  Cleo  have  been  active  members  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  for  a  number  of  years.  Les 
is  chairman  of  the  church's  trustee  board.  In 
recent  years  the  Youngs  have  been  the  backbone 
of  the  Christian  Heirs  class,  as  other  members 
have  come  and  gone.  Their  cheerful  attitudes  and 
good  humor  have  been  a  source  of  joy  to  others 
in  the  class. 

The  Youngs  have  three  children,  Lori,  Cindy, 
and  Daryl.  The  children  are  all  members  of  Park 
Street  and  are  active  in  the  church  youth  groups. 

Over  the  years,  as  Cleo's  illness  has  weakened 
her,  she  has  nevertheless  continued  to  faithfully 
attend  the  services  of  the  church.  Her  faithfulness 
and  sweet  spirit  have  encouraged  and  challenged 
many  others  in  the  Park  Street  Church. 
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Michael  Gleason  to  be  minister 
of  Ch.  ed.  at  Winding  Waters 


Elkhart,  Ind.  —  The  Winding  Waters  Brethren 
Church  has  announced  the  hiring  of  Mr.  Michael 
Gleason  of  Rochester,  New  York,  as  Minister  of 
Christian  Education  and  Family  Life.  Mike  will 
join  the  staff  at  Winding  Waters  following  his 
June  graduation  from  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Mike  entered  Ashland  College  in  the  fall  of  1971. 
It  was  at  Ashland  and  under  the  influence  of  Dr. 
J.  Ray  Klingensmith  that  Mike  felt  the  call  to 
full-time  Christian  service.  Following  graduation 
in  1975,  Mike  entered  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Since  entering  Seminary  Mike  has  worked  as 
a  campus  minister  on  the  Ashland  College  campus. 
His  main  field  of  concentration  has  been  in  the 
Alpha  Theta  Fellowship.  He  has  also  been  directly 
responsible  for  several  small  group  Bible  studies 
in  various  dormitories. 

Mike  has  also  had  training  from  Young  Life 
Training  Seminar,  Church  Administration  and 
Leadership  Seminar,  Stowe  Home  Bible  Study 
Seminar,  and  the  Serendipity  Leadership  Training 
Seminar. 

Mike  was  married  in  December  1976  to  Shelia 
White  of  Ashland.  Shelia  will  finish  her  B.S.  in 
education  from  Ashland  College  this  June.  They 
are  expecting  their  first  child  in  February. 

Mike  will  join  Rev.  Fred  J.  Finks  who  has  pas- 
tored  the  Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church  since 


Michael 
Gleason 


1972.  The  church  has  experienced  rapid  growth 
since  that  time,  going  from  an  attendance  of  70 
to  200.  The  church  is  presently  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  sanctuary  which  will  seat 
500.  Construction  will  be  completed  by  Easter. 


Dan  Gray  ordained  to  ministry 


Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Daniel  L.  Gray  was  ordained 
into  the  gospel  ministry  of  the  Brethren  Church 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  December  11,  1977.  The  ser- 
vice was  held  at  the  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Rev.  Paul  D.  Tinkel  presented  the  ordination 
sermon  for  the  service.  The  action  of  the  Meadow 
Crest  Brethren  Church  calling  Dan  for  ordination 
was  read  by  Dr.  Marvin  Eastlund,  moderator-elect 
of  the  Meadow  Crest  Church.  Other  ministers 
participating  in  the  service  included  Rev.  Arthur 
H.  Tinkel,  Rev.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  Rev.  Smith  F. 
Rose,  Rev.  Marlin  McCann,  and  Rev.  Spencer 
Gentle. 

Special  music  for  the  service  included  vocal 
solos  by  Mr.  Steve  Soellinger,  Rev.  Marlin  McCann, 
and  Mr.  David  Stombaugh.  The  prelude  was  played 
by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  St.  Clair  Benshoff. 

Daniel  Gray  is  the  son  of  Milo  and  the  late 
Marcella  Gray.  He  was  born  March  14,  1951,  in 
Bryan,  Ohio. 


Dan  attended  public  schools  in  Bryan.  In  1972 
he  entered  Fort  Wayne  Bible  College  from  which 
he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  pas- 
toral ministry  and  Bible  in  May  of  1977. 

While  attending  Fort  Wayne  Bible  College,  Dan 
worked  at  Wood  Youth  Center,  a  detention  center 
for  juvenile  delinquents.  Also  during  this  time, 
Dan  served  on  a  volunteer  basis  as  assistant 
pastor  and  minister  to  youth  at  the  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church. 

Dan  is  married  to  the  former  Paula  Tinkel, 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Tinkel  of  Fort 
Wayne.  Paula  is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  College, 
where  she  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  elementary  education.  She  is  presently  working 
on  her  Master's  degree  in  special  education.  Dan 
and  Paula  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Nathan  Paul. 

On  January  6,  Rev.  Gray  became  the  associate 
pastor  of  the  Goshen,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
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Participating   in   the  Meadow   Crest 
mortgage    burning    were    Rev.    Virgil 
Ingraham,  Rev.  Dan  Gray,  Dr.  Marvin 
Eastlund,    Rev.    Alvin    Shifflett,    Mr. 
Gary    Taska,    and  Mr.   Merle  Holden. 

(Photo   by   Paul   Tinkel,   pastor) 


Meadow  Crest  burns  mortgage 


Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — A  mortgage  burning  service 
was  held  at  the  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church 
in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1977.  The  service  celebrated  the  final  pay- 
ment on  indebtedness  which  at  one  time  had 
amounted  to  almost  $125,000. 

The  mortgage  burning  service  included  words 
and  comments  from  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  national  Missionary  Board, 
Rev.  William  Kerner,  president  of  the  Indiana 
District  Mission  Board,  Mr.  Dan  Gray,  moderator 

Dave  Breese  to  speak  at 
1978  Men's  Congress 

Huntington,  Ind. — The  1978  Men's  Congress  will 
be  held  April  7-9,  1978,  at  Pinebrook  Family  Camp, 
East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.  The  congress  is  sponsored 
by    the    Consortium    for   Evangelical"  Action. 

Dr.  Dave  Breese,  President  of  Christian  Destiny, 
Inc.,  Wheaton,  111.,  will  be  the  resource  speaker. 
He  will  speak  on  the  overall  theme  "Discover 
Your  Destiny." 

Dr.  Breese  is  an  international  speaker,  author, 
and  evangelist.  He  ministers  in  church  and  area- 
wide  evangelistic  crusades,  leadership  conferences, 
student  gatherings,  and  related  preaching  missions. 
He  brings  personality,  wit,  and  biblical  truth  to 
his  thoughtful  messages  on  current  themes.  He 
claims,  "Our  twentieth  century  world  must  dis- 
cover, with  all  of  its  sophistication,  that  the  only 
answer  to  our  present  problems  is  the  message 
of  Christianity  applied  to  the  needs  of  individuals." 

Registration  for  the  congress  is  $15.00.  Meals 
and  lodging  for  the  weekend,  beginning  Friday 
evening  through  Sunday  noon,  are  $25.00.  Reser- 
vations should  be  sent  to  William  Salmon,  48 
Fowler  Ave.,  Johnson  City,  N.Y.  13790. 


of  the  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church,  and  Dr. 
Marvin  Eastlund,  moderator-elect  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Merle  Holden,  Indiana  District  Mission  Board 
treasurer,  led  in  the  burning  of  the  mortgage. 
Testimonials  were  given  by  visiting  pastors  and 
by  members  and  friends  of  the  church. 

The  Brethren  church  in  Fort  Wayne  was  started 
in  1969  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Charles 
Lowmaster,  who  at  that  time  was  pastor  of  the 
Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church.  With  help  received 
from  the  national  Missionary  Board  "Ten  Dollar 
Club,"  a  house  was  purchased  in  the  Crestwood 
Addition  of  Fort  Wayne,  which  became  the  home 
of  the  Crestwood  Brethren  Church,  as  it  was  first 
called. 

In  1970,  Rev.  Phil  Hershberger  was  called  to 
serve  as  part-time  pastor  for  the  church.  He  served 
until  June  of  1972. 

In  September  of  1972,  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel  became 
the  first  full-time  pastor  of  the  church.  Under 
Rev.  Tinkel's  leadership,  the  church  experienced 
some  growth,  and  its  active  children's  learning 
center  became  well  known  in  the  area.  But  after 
two  years,  it  became  apparent  that  a  move  into 
another  location  was  necessary  if  the  church  was 
to  continue. 

At  that  time  the  opportunity  arose  to  purchase 
a  church  building,  parsonage,  and  seven  acres  of 
land.  At  first  this  seemed  to  be  an  impossible 
venture.  But  at  the  1974  Indiana  District  Confer- 
ence, the  conference  delegates  voted  to  take  the 
leap  of  faith  and  support  the  purchase  by  giving 
at  least  ten  dollars  per  member  for  at  least  two 
years.  Now,  a  little  over  three  years  after  the  pur- 
chase, the  church  and  its  property  have  been  re- 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  debt  free! 

At  the  present  time  the  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church  has  a  membership  of  37.  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel 
continues   as  the  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Former  ATS  professor  dies 


Ashland,  Ohio— Dr.  Louis  Gough,  67,  professor 
emeritus  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  passed 
from  this  life  on  January  15,  1978.  He  suffered 
a  heart  attack  at  his  home  in  Nixa,  Missouri,  and 
died  shortly  thereafter. 

From  1968  until  his  retirement  in  June  of  last 
year,  Dr.  Gough  served  as  professor  of  New  Test- 
ament theology  at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
Since  his  retirement,  Dr.  Gough  has  continued  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  Foundation. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Ashland,  Dr.  Gough  was 
vice  president  for  academic  administration  and 
dean  of  faculty  at  Salem  College,  Salem,  West 
Virginia.  He  also  taught  at  St.  Lawrence  Univer- 
sity, Warner  Pacific  College,  and  Anderson  College 
Theological  Seminary.  He  was  president  of  War- 
ner Pacific  College  from  1S61  to  1966. 

Funeral  services  for  Dr.  Gough  were  held  in 
Springfield,  Missouri.  A  memorial  service  was 
also  observed  in  the  Ashland  Seminary  Ronk 
Memorial  Chapel. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has  announced 
that  the  chair  of  New  Testament  studies  which 
is  to  be  established  at  the  seminary  will  be  called 
the  Louis  F.  Gough  Chair  in  New  Testament 
Studies,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Gough.  A  scholarship 
will  also  be  established  in  his  name. 


In  Memory 

Irvin  Calhoun,  66,  December  31.  Member  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Alvin 
Grumbling,  pastor. 

John  L.  Randall,  63,  December  31.  Member  and 
deacon  of  Dutchtown,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  James  Sluss,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Mable  Wilson,  77,  December  30.  Member  of 
the  Corinth,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Fred  Snyder,  pastor,  and  Rev.  G.  Bright  Hanna. 
Frank  Lantz,  91,  December  21.  Member  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Alvin 
Grumbling,  pastor. 

Ethel  (Mrs.  Frank)  Lantz,  90,  December  15.  Mem- 
ber of  Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Alvin  Grumbling,   pastor. 

Burley  Bracken,  91,  December  18.  Member  of 
Vinco,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  at  Falls 
Church,  Va. 

Mrs.  Edith  Trent,  69,  December  4.  Member  of 
College  Corner,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor. 


Membership  Growth 

Flora:     2  by  letter 

North  Manchester:     3  by  letter 

Roanoke:     3  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 


Dr.  Louis  Gough 


Goldenoires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Leidy,  55th,  January  3.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  Church,  Vinco,  Pa. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Dutchess,  50th,  December  25. 
Members  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Mr.    &    Mrs.    Claude    Zentz,    50th,    December    24. 
Members  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Tiosa,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  S.  Russell,  69th,  December  23.  Mem- 
bers  of  the  Brethren  Church,   Fort  Scott,   Kans. 

Weddings 

Susie  Keslar  to  James  F.  Black,  January  7,  at  the 
Valley  Brethren  Church,  Jones  Mills,  Pa.;  Jerald 
D.  Radcliff,  pastor,  and  James  R.  Black,  father  of 
the  groom,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  the  Valley 
Brethren  Church;  groom  member  of  Milledgeville, 
111.,   First   Brethren   Church. 

Terasa  Ann  Ray  to  Kevin  Schutz,  December  31, 
at  First  Christian  Church,  Salem,  Ind.  Groom 
member  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Ann  Oxenrider  to  Dennis  Van  Duyne,  December 
23,  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church;  Marlin 
McCann,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
Bryan  Brethren  Church;  groom  member  of  Tiosa, 
Ind.,  Brethren  Church. 

Kay  Basham  to  David  Gondocs,  December  17,  at 
Ardmore,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Brian  H. 
Moore,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  Ard- 
more Brethren  Church. 

Theresa  Cox  to  Tony  Judy,  December  17,  at  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Woodrow 
A.  Immel,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
North  Manchester  Brethren  Church. 
Vicki  Jo  Cumpston  to  Barton  Anderson,  December 
9,  at  Cameron,  West  Virginia;  Rev.  Cecil  Bolton, 
officiating. 

Nancy  Ronk  to  Jeff  Lentz,  November  26,  at  Ronk 
Memorial  Chapel,  Ashland,  Ohio;  Dr.  Fred  Burkey, 
officiating.  Bride  member  of  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church;  groom  member  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,   First  Brethren  Church. 
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Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Paul  Becomes  a  Missionary 


Paul's  family  was  Jewish,  but  they  did  not  live 
in  Palestine.  They  lived  in  the  country  of  Cilicia, 
north  of  Palestine,  in  the  city  of  Tarsus.  There 
were  schools  in  Tarsus,  but  Paul's  parents  wanted 
him  to  learn  the  Scriptures  and  all  the  Jewish 
laws  and  traditions.  So  he  was  sent  to  Jerusalem 
to  go  to  school. 

Young  Paul  learned  well  all  his  lessons.  He 
memorized  many  parts  of  the  Scriptures.  He  knew 
the  Jewish  laws.  He  was  accepted  into  the  religious 
group  called  the  Pharisees. 

Yes,  Paul  believed  in  the  true  God.  He  knew 
one  day  God  would  send  a  Savior,  but  he  didn't 
think  the  Savior  had  come  yet. 

Paul  was  very  angry  when  he  heard  people 
calling  Jesus  the  promised  Savior.  "They  are 
wrong!"  declared  Paul.  "They  should  not  be 
spreading  this  story.  Give  me  permission  to  arrest 
them,"  he  said  to  the  high  priest. 

The  priest  gave  Paul  a  paper  which  said  he 
could  arrest  anyone  who  believed  Jesus  was  the 
Savior. 

Paul  arrested  many  Christians  in  Jerusalem. 
Then  he  went  back  to  the  priest. 

"Others  can  take  care  of  arresting  the  Chris- 
tians here,"  he  said.  "I've  learned  there's  a  large 
group  of  them  in  Damascus.  Give  me  permission 
to  arrest  them,  and  I  will  go  to  Damascus." 

"You  have  permission,"  said  the  priest,  as  he 
signed  another  paper  and  handed  it  to  Paul.  This 
letter  asked  the  synagogues  in  Damascus  to  help 
Paul  arrest  Christians  so  he  could  bring  them 
back  to  Jerusalem. 

Paul  invited  a  few  friends  to  go  with  him  to 
Damascus.  As  they  neared  the  city,  a  very  bright 
light  shone  on  them.  Paul  fell  to  the  ground.  He 


Readiness  Activities 

Pretend  you  are  a  missionary.  Draw  pictures 

of  the  ways  you  might  travel  from  one  place 

to  another. 

Tell  the  others  in  your  group  of  a  trip  you 

took.  What  was  the  most  exciting  part  of  the 

trip? 


heard  a  voice  say,  "Paul,  why  are  you  persecuting 
me?" 

"Who's  speaking?"  asked  Paul. 

"I  am  Jesus,  the  one  you  are  persecuting,"  the 
voice  replied.  "Now  get  up  and  go  into  the  city. 
I'll  tell  you  later  what  to  do." 

When  Paul  started  to  get  up,  he  discovered  he 
was  blind.  His  friends  led  him  into  the  city  and 
found  a  room  for  him. 

For  three  days  Paul  stayed  in  this  room.  He 
didn't  eat  or  drink.  He  prayed,  "O  God,  is  Jesus 
really  the  Savior?  Have  I  been  wrong?" 

Then  God  sent  Ananias.  Ananias  put  his  hands 
on  Paul  and  said,  "The  Lord  Jesus  whom  you  met 
on  the  road  sent  me  that  you  may  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  get  back  your  sight." 

Immediately  Paul  was  able  to  see  again.  Then 
he  and  Ananias  talked  about  Jesus.  At  last  Paul 
said,   "I  believe  and  want  to  be  baptized." 

After  his  baptism  Paul  stayed  for  a  few  days 
with  the  believers  in  Damascus.  He  went  to  church 
with  them  and  told  everyone  Jesus  is  the  Savior. 

At  first  people  thought  he  was  trying  to  trick 
them.  "That's  the  man  from  Jerusalem,"  they 
said.  "He's  the  one  who  has  permission  to  arrest 
us  and  take  us  back  to  Jerusalem." 

Paul  continued  to  preach.  He  was  able  to  con- 
vince the  people  that  he  was  a  true  believer.  Many 
Jews  in  Damascus  accepted  Jesus  as  the  Christ 
because  of  Paul's  preaching. 

Later  Paul  went  to  many  other  cities  and  many 
other  countries.  Often  he  walked  from  one  place 
to  another.  Sometimes  he  rode  in  a  chariot  or  on 
a  horse.  Other  times  he  sailed  in  a  ship  across 
the  sea. 

Paul  had  many  exciting  adventures.  He  was 
shipwrecked.  He  was  arrested.  He  spoke  before 
governors  and  kings.  He  preached  to  large  crowds 
of  people.  He  began  new  churches. 

No  matter  where  Paul  was  or  to  whom  he  was 
speaking,  there  was  one  thing  he  wanted  everyone 
to  know:  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Savior  sent 
from  God. 

—Based  on  Acts  9,  13 — 28 

Memory  Scripture:     Whosoever  among  you  fear- 
eth  God,  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent. 

—Acts  13:26b 
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Home  Missions  Story 


Why  Frankie  Cried 


Some  of  our  Home  Mission  churches  have  buses 
to  bring  boys  and  girls  to  church.  There  are  chil- 
dren who  couldn't  come  to  church  if  they  didn't 
ride  the  bus.  They  live  too  far  from  the  church 
to  walk.  Some  of  them  come  from  families  that 
don't  have  cars.  Some  of  them  come  from  families 
that   aren't   Christians. 

Five  year  old  Frankie  rides  the  bus  to  Sunday 
school.  His  parents  don't  attend  church,  but  they 
are  always  glad  to  have  the  pastor  visit  them. 
When  they  were  younger,  they  went  to  a  church 
for  awhile. 

One  day  Frankie  was  sitting  on  the  floor  playing 
with  his  toys.  After  awhile  Mom  noticed  tears 
running   down    his    cheeks. 

"Why   Frankie,   what   is   wrong?"   she  asked. 

"They   killed   him!"   sobbed   Frankie. 

Mom  was  frightened.  "Killed  who?"  she  wanted 
to  know. 

"My  best  friend,  Jesus,"  replied  Frankie.  "The 
bad   men   killed  Him." 

"Oh,  Frankie,"  said  Mom  as  she  hugged  him, 
"I  remember  hearing  about  that  when  I  went  to 
church.  But  He  didn't  stay  dead.  He  came  back 
to  life." 

Frankie  began  playing  with  his  toys  again.  Mom 
thought   everything  was   all   right  now. 

That  evening  as  the  family  was  watching  tele- 
vision,   Dad    noticed    Frankie    crying.    "Hey,    Son, 


that's  a  funny  show.  What  are  you  crying  about?" 
he  asked. 

Between  sobs  Frankie  again  said,  "The  bad 
men  killed  my  best  friend,  Jesus." 

"Yes,  that's  right,"  agreed  Dad.  "I  heard  about 
it  when  I  went  to  Sunday  school.  But  He  came 
back  to  life." 

Soon  Frankie  was  watching  television  again. 

Other  times  during  the  week  Mom  or  Dad  would 
notice  Frankie  crying.  When  they  asked  him  what 
was  wrong,  he  always  said,  "The  bad  men  killed 
my  best  friend,  Jesus." 

The  pastor  heard  of  Frankie's  concern  because 
Jesus  was  killed.  Sunday  morning  he  sat  down 
and  talked  with  Frankie. 

"You're  right,  Frankie,"  said  Pastor.  "Jesus 
was  dead.  He  was  crucified  on  the  cross.  He  died 
for  our  sins,  but  He's  alive  now.  God  raised  Him 
from  the  dead.  That  was  the  first  Easter.  We 
celebrate  His  coming  back  to  life  every  Sunday 
when  we  come  to  church." 

Frankie's  eyes  sparkled.  "You  mean  He  really 
is  alive?" 

The   pastor  nodded.   "Alive  forever." 

"Wait  till  I  get  home,"  said  Frankie.  "I'm  going 
to  tell  Mom  and  Dad  my  best  friend,  Jesus,  isn't 
dead  anymore!    He's  alive!   He's  alive!" 

(Based  on  a  true  incident  told  to  the  Signal 
Lights  editor  by  Pastor  Norman  Long,  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.) 


A   Patriotic   Quiz 


February    is    often    thought    of    as    a    patriotic    month.    Can    you    answer   these 
questions  about  our  country?  Give  yourself  10  points  for  each  right  answer. 

1.  Name  two  presidents  who  were  born  in  February. 

2.  What  is  the  last  word  of  this  sentence  found  on  our  coins:     "In  God  we ."? 

3.  What  is  the  name  of  the  holiday  we  celebrate  on  July  4? 

4.  What  is  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  most  famous  speech? 

5.  Who  is  our  president  now? 

6.  How  many  stripes  are  in  our  flag? 

7.  How  many  stars  are  in  our  flag? 

8.  Mount  Vernon  was  the  home  of  what  great  American? 

9.  What  city  is  the  capital  of  our  country? 

10.    What  is  the  name  of  the  song  which  contains  the  words  "Let  freedom  ring"? 
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.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  you! 


by  Julia   Shelhamer 


The  Greatness  of  a  Man 


ABRAHAM  Lincoln's  life  included  many 
seemingly  inconsequential  deeds  which 
are  not  commonly  reported  but  which  hold 
the  secret  of  his  greatness. 

One  of  these  involved  a  distinguished 
New  York  lawyer  who  had  occasion  to  meet 
Mr.  Lincoln.  When  he  asked  for  an  inter- 
view of  one  hour,  Mr.  Lincoln  declined, 
saying  the  pressure  of  public  duties  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  so. 

When  the  lawyer  urged  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  important,  Mr.  Lincoln  asked  if 
he  would  be  willing  to  come  the  next 
morning  at  five  o'clock.  He  gladly  agreed. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  White  House  the 
next  morning,  the  lawyer  discovered  he 
had  made  a  mistake.  He  was  an  hour  early. 
So  he  decided  to  walk  about  the  grounds 
until  the  time  agreed  upon. 

Coming  near  a  window  of  the  presidential 
mansion,  he  heard  sounds  of"  apparent 
distress.  Listening,  he  found  it  was  the  voice 
of  the  president  engaged  in  an  agony  of 
prayer.  The  burden  of  his  petition  was: 

"O  God,  I  cannot  see  my  way.  Give  me 
light.  I  am  ignorant.  Give  me  wisdom.  Teach 
me  what  to  do  and  help  me  to  do  it.  Our 
country  is  in  peril.  O  God,  it  is  thy  country ; 
save  it  for  Christ's  sake." 

On  entering  the  White  House,  the  lawyer 
mentioned  what  he  had  heard  to  the  usher. 
The  usher  informed  him  that  the  president 
spent  an  hour  in  prayer  each  morning  be- 
tween four  and  five. 

Lincoln's  deep  concern  and  devotion  to 
his  country  show  his  greatness  as  a  presi- 
dent. But  his  diligent,  prayerful  reliance 
upon  God  reveals  his  greatness  as  a 
man.  □ 

Julia  Shelhamer  is  a  freelance  writer  from 
Wilmore,  Kentucky. 
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You  must  read 
this  book 

and  we'll  give  you  a  copy! 

Why? 

We  want  your  retirement  years  to  be 
the  best  years  of  your  life.  And  they  can 
be  ...  if  you  are  prepared  for  them. 

Donald  Kline's  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty 

will    help    you    plan    for    that    enjoyable 
retirement. 

And  we  need  your  financial  support  this 
month. 

We  are  committed  to  the  task  of  helping 
local  churches  in  their  ministries  to  and 
through  their  senior  members ...  in  addi- 
tion to  developing  health  care  centers  and 
independent  retirement  housing. 

But  discovering  significant  resources  and 
promoting  their  use  requires  time  and 
money. 

Your  gift  this  month,  and  those  of  other 
Brethren  like  you,  will  determine  the  scope 
of  the  Benevolent  Board's  work  in  the  year 
ahead. 

As  our  "thank  you"  for  your  generous 
gift,  we'll  send  you  a  complimentary  copy 
of  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty. 

Won't  you  send  your  gift  today? 


Thonk  you  for  caring 
and  sharing! 

THE  BENEVOLENT  BOARD 

of  the  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  Ohio     44805 


Yes,  I  want  to  be  prepared  for  retirement . . .  and  I  want  to  help 
the  Benevolent  Board  extend  its  ministry. 

Enclosed  is  my  gift  for 

$ $500  $50  $10 

$1,000  $100  $20  $  5 

Please  send  my  copy  of  The  Other  Side  of  Sixty. 

I  understand  my  gift  to  the  Benevolent  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805,  is  income  tax 
deductable. 
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. .  keeping  Brethren  in  touch! 


Ashland  College  photo 

Sue   Bolinger,   a   member   of   the   Ashland   College   Chapel   Choir, 
practices  with  the  help  of  choir  director  John  Gilbert. 

Sue  Bolinger:  musical  marcher 


TAKING  FIVE-MILE  WALKS 
daily  may  not  be  all  roses  for 
some  people,  but  one  Ashland 
College  coed  considers  the  ex- 
ercise worthwhile,  especially 
when  it  includes  a  trip  to  South- 
ern California. 

Freshman  Sue  Bolinger  of 
Smithville  traveled  there  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Rose  Bowl  parade, 
marching  and  singing  as  part 
of  a  200-member  All-Ohio  State 
Fair  Youth  Choir. 

"I  found  out  about  the  choir 
as  a  junior  in  high  school," 
says  Miss  Bolinger,  "when  a 
teacher  told  me  that  200  high 
schoolers  were  picked  from  all 
around  the  state  to  sing  in  the 
choir  at  the  Ohio  State  Fair. 

"Students  are  chosen  to  sing 


at  the  fair  only  once,  and  they 
become  alumni  after  the  two 
days  of  singing  there.  It  was  200 
alumni  of  the  choir  who  made 
the  trip  for  the  parade,"  she 
says. 

According  to  Miss  Bolinger, 
many  of  the  alumni  were  older 
than  she,  some  having  originally 
sung  with  the  group  in  1965. 

"We  flew  out  on  a  chartered 
plane,  and,  including  two  days 
for  travel,  the  entire  trip  took 
seven  days,"  says  Miss  Bolinger. 


Preparation  for  the  trip  start- 
ed early.  "Every  Sunday  since 
October,  we  had  been  practicing 
our  marching  to  get  ready  for 
the  appearance,"  she  says.  "We 
did  a  lot  of  singing,  too." 

The  work  did  not  stop  once 
the  troupe  arrived  in  the  Golden 
State,  either.  Says  Miss  Bolinger, 
"We  marched  five  to  six  miles 
each  day  for  five  days." 

There  was  some  time  for 
fun,  though.  "Soon  after  we 
arrived,  we  rode  around  and 
toured  Los  Angeles,"  says  the 
theater  major.  "We  even  saw 
the  sunset  on  the  beach  that 
night. 

"California  was  nice,"  she 
says.  "We  took  a  tour  of  Univer- 
sal Studios  and  marched  in 
another,  shorter  parade  through 
Disneyland  on  New  Year's  Eve. 
We  stayed  in  a  dorm  at  UCLA 
for  the  week." 

Miss  Bolinger  says  the  actual 
Rose  Bowl  Parade  route  was 
approximately  5%  miles  long, 
but,  after  all  that  practice,  "the 
march  wasn't  too  hard  at  all," 
she  says. 

The  choir  did  stay  for  the 
game,  and  Miss  Bolinger  was 
happy  with  the  outcome  since 
the  University  of  Washington 
was  her  favorite  to  win. 

A  member  of  the  Ashland 
College  Chapel  Choir  and  active 
in  theater  productions  here, 
Miss  Bolinger  has  been  singing 
in  choirs  "since  I  was  in  seventh 
grade,"  she  says. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Larry  Bolinger  of 
Smithville,   Ohio. 

Minoring  in  French  at  AC, 
Miss  Bolinger  has  high  hopes 
for  the  future.  "I'd  like  to  start 
a  dinner  theater  near  Wooster 
someday,"  she  says,  "but  right 
now,  that's  in  the  distant 
future." 

— John  Carroll 


We  welcome  your  suggestions 
this  column.   Send  the  person's 
think  they  should  be  included  in 
of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 


of  individuals  we  might  feature  in 
name  and  a  statement  of  why  you 
a  future  column  to  Contact,  in  care 
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As  winter  takes  its  final  toll, 
it's  time  to  make  plans  for  a 
summer  ministry  to  children.  See 
page  4  for  a  unique  approach 
to    summer    ministry. 
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An 
Open 
ackyard 
Gate 


by  Alberta   Holsinger 


AS  we  approached  the  end  of  the  1976-77 
school  year,  I  was  frequently  asked, 
"What  are  you  going  to  do  this  summer?" 

"I'm  going  to  have  a  backyard  program 
for  the  children  of  our  neighborhood,"  I 
replied. 

Sometimes  I  volunteered  the  information 
by  starting  a  conversation  with,  "Have 
you  heard  about  our  summer  backyard 
ministry?" 

I  was  deliberately  talking  myself  into  a 
corner.  For  several  years  I  felt  a  neighbor- 
hood program  would  be  an  effective  way 
of  reaching  children  with  the  gospel.  But 
with  the  relaxed  feeling  at  the  end  of  school 
and  the  regular  summer  activities,  the 
neighborhood  ministry  never  became  more 
than  an  "I  think  it  would  really  be  a  good 
thing"  idea. 

Last  spring  when  the  thought  of  a  back- 
yard program  began  nudging  me  again,  I 
decided  if  enough  people  knew  I  was  think- 
ing about  it,  I  would  have  to  go  ahead  with 
the  program. 


Alberta  Holsinger  teaches  remedial  reading  at 
Pleasant  Street  School  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  She  also 
writes  the  Signal  Lights  materials  for  the  Evangelist. 
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Then  came  the  day  Karen  asked,  "Will 
you  be  able  to  help  with  Bible  school  this 
summer?" 

"No,"  I  said,  "because  I'm  developing  a 
neighborhood  backyard  program." 

Now  I  had  to  produce!  I  couldn't  turn 
down  a  friend  seeking  help  for  one  of  the 
most  important  outreaches  of  the  church 
without  good  reason. 

First  to  consider  was  the  material.  This 
was  to  be  a  fun  time,  Christ-centered,  but 
not  denominational.  I  decided  against  pub- 
lished V.B.S.  materials  because  some  chil- 
dren may  have  used  the  same  series  in  a 
church  program. 

So  I  developed  some  activities  around  the 
theme  "A  Summer  of  Holidays."  At  each 
session  we  celebrated  a  different  holiday. 
The  final  outline  and  the  Bible  truths  em- 
phasized were: 

— Arbor  Day — The  Creation; 

— Christmas  Day — The  birth  of  Jesus; 

— Valentine's  Day — God's  love; 

— -Independence  Day — True  freedom 
through  following  God; 

■ — -Thanksgiving  Day — 
Thankfulness  to  God; 

— Easter  Day — Eternal  life  through 
faith  in  Christ. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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At  each  session  the  children  could  choose 
the  areas  they  wished  to  work  in.  These 
included:  recorded  stories,  filmstrips,  music, 
crafts,  games,  books  to  read. 

Next  to  consider  was  the  age  of  the  chil- 
dren. First  graders  through  sixth  graders, 
I  decided.  (The  first  morning  two  pre- 
schoolers showed  up.  I  couldn't  say,  "You 
can't  play  in  my  yard."  So  some  materials 
were  revised  to  appeal  to  them  and  two 
other   preschoolers   who    came   later.) 

The  third  thing  to  consider  was  time.  We 
could  have  the  gate  open  every  morning 
for  a  week  or  two  weeks.  Or  we  could  meet 
one  or  two  mornings  a  week  for  a  period 
of  time.  The  final  decision  was  Wednesday 
morning  for  six  weeks.  In  case  of  rain  the 
program  could  be  held  in  the  garage  or 
the  basement,  but  neither  of  these  would 
be  as  desirable  as  the  backyard. 

During  that  six-weeks  period  it  often 
rained  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings. 
It  even  rained  twice  on  Wednesday  after- 
noons. But  Wednesday  mornings  were  per- 
fect with  just  the  right  amount  of  sunshine 
and  breeze  to  make  the  backyard  a  delight- 
ful place  to  be. 

Now,  who  would  help?  The  neighbors  on 
each  side  of  us   are  Christians,   active  in 
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their  churches,  but  they  work  Wednesday 
mornings.  Linda,  up  the  street,  is  Brethren 
and  interested  in  the  program,  but  she  was 
helping  with  V.B.S.  and  had  other  involve- 
ments. There  are  eight  junior  high  and  high 
school  age  girls  in  the  neighborhood.  They 
were  willing  to  help. 

They  met  with  me  on  Monday  mornings 
to  go  over  the  materials.  Then  one  or  two 
of  them  supervised  each  area  on  Wednesday 
morning.  When  their  center  was  not  busy, 
they  were  free  to  go  to  other  areas  and  do 
the  activities  that  appealed  to  them. 

Then  we  were  ready.  The  backyard  gate 
swung  open. 

"What's  going  on  in  here?"  asked  a  nine- 
year-old  as  he  stood  hesitantly  by  the  gate. 

"Lots  of  things,"  he  was  told.  "Come  in 
and  see." 

He  accepted  the  invitation  and  spent  the 
morning  deeply  involved  in  the  activities. 
The  next  week  he  returned  bringing  with 
him  his  brother  and  a  friend.  They  came 
each  Wednesday,  anxious  to  find  out  what 
holiday  we  would  celebrate  that  day. 

These  are  boys  who  do  not  attend  any 
of  the  traditional  Bible  schools  in  our  area, 
nor  do  they  attend  church  regularly. 

About  11:00  two  mothers  came  through 


the  gate.  "We  wanted  to  see  what  was 
going  on,"  one  explained. 

"Good.  We're  glad  you  came.  The  children 
in  each  area  can  tell  you  what  they  are 
doing." 

So  the  mothers  walked  around.  They 
peeked  in  the  filmstrip  "tent"  (blankets 
fastened  to  the  swing  frame).  They  looked 
at  the  Bible  study  worksheets  at  the  listen- 
ing center.  They  watched  their  children  play 
a  game  they  had  made.  They  admired  the 
creation  plaques  drying  in  the  sun. 

"This  is  great,"  said  one. 

"Our  children  are  really  enjoying  it," 
said  the  other.  "Can  we  help  pay  for  the 
supplies  or  fix  refreshments?" 

"Thank  you.  The  supplies  are  taken  care 
of,"  I  explained,  "but  I  would  appreciate 
the  refreshments." 

Twice  during  the  summer  visiting  rela- 
tives came  through  the  gate.  Once  there 
were  children  who  came  and  shared  the 
morning  with  us.  Another  time  it  was  a 
grandmother  and  aunt  from  California  who 
were  shown  about  the  yard  and  then  proud- 
ly given  one  of  the  completed  craft 
projects. 

Three  children  came  that  first  Wednes- 
day morning.  Six  came  the  next  week.  By 
the  end  of  the  six-weeks  period,  thirteen 
children  were  registered.  We  had  an  av- 
erage weekly  attendance  of  seven.  (The 
older  girls  who  were  helping  brought  our 
average  to  twelve.)  Not  a  large  group,  I 
agree.  But  remember,  this  was  a  neighbor- 
hood program,  and  most  of  the  children  of 
the  neighborhood  did  come. 

As  I  had  thought  about  it  I  said,  "I  think 
a  backyard  program  is  a  good  idea."  Now 
I  can  say  from  experience,  "A  backyard 
program  is  an  excellent  outreach  ministry 
for  a  Christian  in  her  neighborhood." 

If  you  are  interested  in  setting  up  a  pro- 
gram in  your  backyard,  I'll  be  glad  to  share 
my  experiences  and  materials  with  you. 
However,  do  not  enter  into  such  a  program 
without  much  prayer  and  a  conviction  that 
God  wants  you  to  do  it. 

Once  you  know  this  is  your  work  for  the 
summer,  proceed  with  great  anticipation. 
A  backyard  gate  open  to  the  children  of 
the  neighborhood  will  bring  you,  as  well 
as  them,  many  unexpected  joys  and 
blessings.  Q 


//  you  are  interested  in  having  a  backyard  min- 
istry, you  may  write  Mrs.  Holsinger  at  208  Sloan 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  448O5.  Or  you  may  talk 
to  her  at  one  of  the  Association  of  Brethren  Church 
Teachers  (ABCT)  seminars  in  your  area  in  March 
or  April. 


At  Golgotha  Jesus   underwent 
great   physical   suffering, 
but   He   suffered   His 
greatest   spiritual   agony  at 


Get! 


THE  WORD  "Gethsemane"  means  "oil 
press."  It  was  the  place  where  Jesus 
felt  ground  and  crushed  by  the  events  of 
His  final  hours  on  earth.  The  wheel  of 
humiliation,  defeat,  and  death  would  grind 
Him  into  nothingness. 

Gethsemane  for  Jesus  meant  not  only 
the  place  of  the  "oil  press,"  but  the  place 
of  His  greatest  duress.  "My  sorrow  is 
crushing  the  life  out  of  me"  is  a  possible 
translation  of  Christ's  words  recorded  in 
Mark  14:34. 

All  of  the  Gospel  writers  who  recorded 
the  episode  in  Gethsemane  emphasized  that 
Jesus'  words  indicated  that  the  anguish  of 
that  night  was  overwhelming.  Luke  de- 
scribed it  with  the  Greek  word  "agonia," 
meaning  an  agonizing,  anxious  experience — 
a  crushing  contest  in  which  a  victim  is 
almost  overcome.  Luke,  with  his  physician's 
attention  to  detail,   recorded   "that  Jesus' 

"Gethsemane"  was  composed  by  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Hagerstown,  Md.,  First  Brethren 
Church  and  first  appeared  in  "The  Pastor's  Helper," 
the  church's  newsletter. 
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emane 


sweat  became  as  great  drops  of  blood." 
Medical  dictionaries  describe  this  condition 
as  "chromhardrosis"  and  state  that  intense 
emotional  stress  may  cause  secretions  of 
colored  perspiration. 

Our  salvation  really  took  place  at  Geth- 
semane.  The  great  wringing  and  crushing 
of  Christ  which  was  concluded  on  the  cross 
was  decided  at  Gethsemane.  Gethsemane  for 
Jesus  was  the  Calvary  of  His  soul.  Golgotha 
was  the  Calvary  of  His  body.  The  cruci- 
fixion of  Christ's  spirit  occurred  in  the 
"Garden  of  the  Oil  Press."  The  crucifixion 
of  His  flesh  took  place  on  the  cross  at  the 
"Place  of  the  Skull." 

Emotional  torment  is  always  more  intol- 
erable than  physical  torture.  The  racking  of 
Jesus'  mind  and  spirit  was  worse  than  the 
racking  of  His  limbs  and  torso.  Gethsemane 
for  Jesus  Christ  was  the  experience  that 
crushed  Him  with  such  mental  and  emo- 
tional strain  that  He  pleaded  for  release. 
At  the  place  of  the  "oil  press,"  Jesus  found 
Himself  crushed  in  an  unbearable  conflict 
between  human  desire  and  the  divine  will. 
The  mystery  of  two  natures  of  the  One  we 


proclaim  as  the  God-Man  was  momentarily 
lifted,  and  Jesus,  the  human,  struggled  to 
obey  the  will  of  the  Father.  Jesus  had  to 
die  for  others! 

This,  however,  posed  special  problems. 
It  is  one  thing  to  be  asked  to  lay  down  one's 
life  for  one's  own  principles  and  convictions. 
It  is  another  to  be  asked  to  die  with  and 
for  certain  worthy  individuals.  It  is  an 
entirely  different  matter  to  volunteer  to 
identify  with  the  most  despicable  segment 
of  society.  Jesus  had  to  hang  on  the  loath- 
some cross  between  two  criminals,  when 
He  Himself  knew  no  sin.  Jesus  Christ  must 
have  asked  Himself,  "Must  I  submit  to  the 
same  humiliation  as  these?  Must  I  stand 
with  these?  Do  I  have  to  be  cursed  and 
hated  as  one  who  goes  to  the  cross  ?  Is  there 
any  way  to  vindicate  myself?" 

Jesus  was  no  neurotic  with  death  wishes. 
He  did  not  welcome  His  death  any  more 
than  anyone  who  is  of  sound  mind  and 
body.  He  was  only  thirty-three  years  old, 
and  life  is  sweet  to  any  healthy  young  man. 
He  appreciated  everything  about  life  on 
earth  and  knew  it  was  good.  Was  there  no 
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The  great  wringing-  and  crushing  of 
Christ  which  was  concluded  on  the  cross 
was  decided  at  Gethsemane.  Gethsemane 
for  Jesus  was  the  Calvary  of  His  soul." 


way  out?  Could  He  not  escape  the  horrors 
of  death  at  least  for  the  present?  He  could 
have  slipped  away,  retiring  to  obscurity  in 
Galilee,  kept  out  of  the  headlines,  survived 
to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  died  in  bed. 

"Must  I  permit  evil  to  overwhelm  me?" 
Jesus,  in  effect,  prayed.  Was  there  no  way 
of  showing  his  superiority?  Was  there  no 
way  for  Jesus  to  seize  victory  for  Himself 
and  His  cause  without  enduring  such  hope- 
less suppression? 

His  cause?  Look  at  it  lying  over  there 
under  a  tree,  the  form  of  a  few  snoring 
lumps  who  had  said  they  would  go  to  any 
length  for  God's  rule  but  who  were  so  unre- 
liable they  couldn't  even  sit  up  with  Him 
while  He  prayed.  His  own  people — the 
eminent,  law-abiding  leaders  of  the  Temple, 
the  respectable,  dues-paying,  card-carrying 
Pharisees — rejected  Him.  The  super-relig- 
ious scribes  all  rejected  Him.  Jesus  knew 
He  had  been  deserted. 

Jesus  prayed,  "My  Father."  He  began 
using  the  first  person  singular  "my" — the 
only  time  Jesus  ever  addresses  the  Father 
in  this  way.  "All  things  are  possible  to 
thee,"  Jesus  continued  —  underscoring  His 
certainty  that  God,  if  He  chooses,  can  pro- 
vide another  way  than  the  cross.  "Remove 
this  cup  from  me,"  Jesus  pleaded.  He 
begged  God  to  excuse  Him  from  having  the 
cup  of  suffering.  Was  there  no  other  way 
of  accomplishing  the  Father's  will  without 
the  cup?  Was  there  any  possibility  of 
another  means  of  obedience? 

It  was  the  prayer  of  a  desperate  man. 
"Do  I  have  to  walk  this  lonesome  valley?" 
Jesus  cried.  Is  there  no  Messiahship  without 
a  cross?  Could  He  not  complete  His  mission 
without  pain  and  disgrace?  Was  there  no 
easy  way  out?  No  secure,  successful  way? 
"Remove  this  cup,"  begged  this  humanness 
of  the  Mediator.  He  struggled  to  impose 
His  own  human  will. 

Jesus'  prayer  was  not  answered  in  the 
way  in  which  He  asked.  In  a  sense  the 
Father  said,  "No,"  to  the  Son  at  Geth- 
semane. God,  however,  did  answer! 


Jesus  finally  prayed,  "Nevertheless,  not 
my  will,  but  thine."  He  adjusted  His  will 
to  the  will  of  the  Father.  Jesus  accepted 
and  chose  the  mission  of  suffering,  which 
was  His  mission  to  set  us  free.  He  accepted 
the  total  will  of  the  Father. 

Jesus  did  not  merely  talk  about  God's 
rule  and  will.  He  lived  it  and  died  it! 

His  sacrifice  demands  your  sacrifice.  You 
have  been  given  the  gift  of  living  and  dying 
just  one  death.  You  may  live  and  die  that 
one  death  either  by  crucifixion  or  by 
suicide.  You  may  die  for  others  or  you  may 
perish  in  self.  Choose,  then,  to  take  up  your 
life  and  commit  crucifixion  of  self  and  give 
your  life  to  the  precious  One  who  was  cru- 
cified for  you. 

When  you  find  yourself  in  a  lonesome 
valley,  you  do  not  walk  it  alone.  Jesus 
walked  it  before  you — and  for  you!  After 
the  chill  and  dark  hours  that  might  come 
your  way,  you  can  be  assured  of  the  burst 
of  warming  morning  light  at  the  end. 
Moreover,  you  discover  the  life-giving  Jesus 
joining  you  all  the  way. 

Have  you  been  to  Gethsemane?  Have  you 
struggled  to  give  up  your  will  and  to  submit 
to  the  will  of  the  Father?  Jesus  set  the 
example.  We  must  do  the  same  to  truly 
know  the  joy  and  fellowship  of  God,  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  Q 
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Food  Crisis  in  Upper  Volta 

Dr.  Everett  Graff  am,  Executive  Vice-president  of  World  Relief  Commission,  report    by 

heard  the  reports  from  West  Africa  early  last  fall:  DROUGHT  AND  STARVA-  p^jj     |_ersch 

TION  WOULD  HIT  UPPER  VOLTA  MORE  DESTRUCTIVELY  THAN 
THE  DEVASTATION  THERE  IN  1973-74  WHEN  THOUSANDS  OF  PEOPLE 
AND  ANIMALS  DIED  (following  6  years  of  drought). 

In  November,  with  a  professional  cameraman,  he  went  to  Upper  Volta  to  learn 
first-hand  what  the  conditions  were  and  how  WRC  could  prepare  to  meet  the 
need.  His  written  report  includes  these  saddening  comments: 

After  our  arrival  in  Ouagadougou,  capital  city  of  Upper  Volta,  we  met  with  Christian 
and  Missionary  Alliance  and  Assembly  of  God  missionaries,  as  well  as  government  officials 
and  agency  executives,  before  we  even  visited  the  areas  we  were  to  film  (in  preparation 
of  a  movie  about  Upper  Volta).  It  was  apparent  God  had  led  in  the  timing.  We  arrived 
at  harvest  time — but  no  harvest. 

Rainfall  shortage  is  again  afflicting  the  Sahel  (bordering  the  Sahara)  which  had 
not  fully  recovered  from  previous  drought.  In  some  areas  the  government  had  thought 
there  would  be  over-production  which  would  permit  in-country  shipments  of  millet  to 
areas  of  shortage. . . .  But  where  the  harvest  was  normally  measured  in  tons,  currently 
it  is  measured  in  tins.  (A  tin  is  an  old  five-gallon  oil  can,  with  top  cut  off,  which  is  the 
standard  measure  for  grain  in  Africa.)  We  observed  adults  and  children  already  beg- 
ging for  food,  many  suffering  from  dehydration  and  malnutrition.  Children  showed  the 
inevitable  signs  of  bloated  tummies  and  reddish  hair. 

We  met  families  and  saw  tragic  scenes  that  were  admittedly  worse  than  some  parts 
filmed  in  the  earlier  WRC  movie,  "Africa:  Dry  Edge  of  Disaster." 

Our  filming  started  15  miles  out  of  Ouagadougou  in  the  village  of  Pabre.  One  fam- 
ily, typical  of  the  family  groups,  had  21  people  resident  in  their  compound.  Many  of 
the  Africans  had  doggedly  worked  from  dawn  to  dusk  for  months.  In  fact,  they  had 
made  five  plantings,  but  their  silo  was  absolutely  empty.  They  had  no  crop.  They  did 
show  us  a  few  pencil-sized  millet  cobs  which  normally  would  have  been  left  in  the  field 
for  the  animals.  These  were  taken  and  pounded  into  powder  to  make  some  food,  but  it 
would  have  little  nourishment  in  it.  The  earliest  harvest,  if  there  is  one,  will  be  in  October 
or  November  of  1978. 

We  asked:  "What  are  you  going  to  do?"  They  said:  "There  is  no  food  and  we  have 
no  money.  We  will  look  for  leaves  and  roots  to  eat."  But  there  aren't  many  leaves.  The 
younger  members  of  the  family  were  migrating  to  the  city  to  see  if  they  could  find  work 
and  food,  but  they  will  probably  only  end  up  in  a  miserable  refugee  camp — and  not  be 
able  to  help  the  folks  back  home. 

WRC  committed  $30,000  from  the  1977  budget  for  missionaries  to  canvass 
various  areas  for  food  to  be  stockpiled  and  distributed,  and  necessary  sums  will 
be  allocated  in  1978.  Additional  funds  were  contributed  to  purchase  a  second 
needed  truck. 

At  the  December  meeting  of  the  WRC  Board,  I  was  able  to  view  slide  pictures 
of  Dr.  Graffam's  trip — scenes  that  will  be  in  the  new  movie.  The  dryness  and 
starkness  are  hard  to  describe.  (Hopefully  we'll  have  some  pictures  for  you  in 
April.) 

There  is  also  a  water  crisis.  Fast-flowing  rivers  and  lakes  are  now  only  mudholes. 
Some  women  walk  many  miles  with  their  waterpots  on  their  heads  and  babies 
on  their  backs  just  to  get  a  supply  of  very  dirty  water.  WRC  has  dug,  and  will 
continue  to  dig,  many  wells,  some  with  pumps,  but  the  water  table  is  dropping 
fast  to  precarious  levels. 

Our  Brethren  support  of  World  Relief  is  a  vital  part  of  the  total  WRC  picture. 
What  we  do  is  making  a  difference. 
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OPERATION  IMPACT 

A   Progress  Report 


Arden    Gilmer    shares    recent    developments    in    the    new 
churches  at  Brandon  and  Tampa,  Florida. 


STARTING  a  new  Brethren  church  is 
hard  work!  The  reason  for  planting  new 
churches  is  to  reach  people  for  Christ.  Such 
a  goal  is  worthy  of  our  best  efforts  and  the 
unselfish  investment  of  our  resources. 

Rev.  Dale  RuLon  and  Rev.  Keith  Bennett, 
the  two  new  Brethren  church  planters,  are 
working  hard  to  search  out  and  bring  to- 
gether a  core  group  as  the  first  step  in 
establishing  two  new  churches. 

Missionary  Board  guidelines  stipulate  a 
quarterly  assessment  of  all  church  planting 
efforts.  Having  just  returned  from  the  first 
assessment  committee  meeting,  I  am  eager 
to   share   recent  developments  with  you. 

The  diligent  efforts  of  Rev.  RuLon  and 
Rev.  Bennett  are  evidenced  by  the  many 
contacts  they  have  made.  Rev.  Bennett,  his 
wife  Marjorie,  and  the  Brandon  workers 
made  1,504  contacts  during  their  first  three- 
month  period.  Rev.  RuLon,  his  wife  Donna, 
and  the  Tampa  workers  made  1,822  con- 
tacts during  the  same  period.  Most  of  these 
contacts  came  through  door-to-door  can- 
vassing of  the  area. 

At  the  door  of  their  homes,  people  are 


asked,  'Are  you  and  your  family  active 
members  of  any  local  church?"  If  they 
answer  "Yes,"  our  people  cheerfully  en- 
courage them  to  remain  active  in  their 
church.  If  the  answer  is  "No,"  our  people 
engage  in  further  conversation  with  the 
people  to  determine  their  spiritual  needs. 
A  personal  invitation  to  attend  the  new 
church  is  given.  An  attractive  church 
brochure  is  left  with  each  person,  and  their 
names  are  secured  and  added  to  a  mailing 
list.  Several  fruitful  contacts  have  resulted 
from  this  strategy. 

Newspaper  advertising  is  another  way 
to  let  the  community  know  about  the  new 
Brethren  church  in  the  area.  Both  church- 
es have  weekly  ads  in  their  area  papers. 
Since  many  people  are  not  familiar  with  the 
Brethren  Church,  newspaper  advertising 
plays  an  important  role  in  making  the  com- 
munity aware  of  a  Brethren  presence. 

The  efforts  of  Rev.  RuLon  and  Rev. 
Bennett  are  geared  to  evangelism.  The 
growth  of  their  churches  depends  upon 
effective  evangelism.  On  a  recent  Saturday 
evening  eight  of  the  Brandon  Brethren  con- 


The  assessment  committee  meets  quarterly  to 
evaluate  the  progress  being  made  by  the  two  new 
Florida   churches. 


photos  by  Arden  Gilmer 

Making  personal  contacts  is  important.  More 
than  3,000  contacts  were  made  in  the  first  three- 
month  period. 
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ducted  a  service  in  a  youth  detention  center. 
The  opportunity  for  the  service  was  the 
result  of  Rev.  Bennett's  ministry  to  a 
young  man  who  had  once  been  in  the  home. 
During  the  service  this  young  man  shared 
his  testimony.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ser- 
vice at  least  three  of  the  young  people  indi- 
cated decisions  for  Christ.  This  makes  pos- 
sible further  ministry  to  both  the  youth 
and  their  families  and  gives  opportunity  to 
bring  the  healing  presence  of  Christ  to 
hurting  lives  and  homes. 

The  Town  and  Country  Church  (Tampa) 
has  already  developed  a  warm,  loving  and 
caring  fellowship  among  those  attending. 
After  the  Sunday  morning  service  in  the 
rented  school  facilities,  those  attending 
enjoy  an  extended  time  of  visiting  with  each 
other.  Monthly  fellowships  have  helped  to 
bind  the  group  together. 

Some  problems  have  arisen.  That  is 
inevitable.  But  every  problem  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pray  and  trust  God.  And  God  has 
answered  prayer!  He  has  answered  prayer 
by  supplying  worship  facilities  in  a  Brandon 


school  in  an  area  which  is  projected  to 
increase  by  6,000  homes.  He  has  answered 
prayer  by  supplying  a  new  job  for  tent- 
maker  Gene  McConahay.  He  has  answered 
prayer  by  recently  providing  Gene  and  his 
wife  Sue  a  place  to  live  in  the  Town  and 
Country  section  of  Tampa.  Prayer  continues 
for  a  tentmaking  family  for  Brandon.  Are 
you  the  answer  to  this  prayer? 

Rev.  Bennett  and  Rev.  RuLon  are  moti- 
vated by  a  tremendous  vision — a  vision  of 
the  harvest  of  souls  into  the  salvation  of 
our  Lord.  The  vision  keeps  their  enthusiasm 
alive.  They  are  translating  their  enthusiasm 
into  commitment,  and  their  commitment 
into  work!  Steadfast  perseverance  keeps 
these  new  Brethren  pioneers  working  hard 
in  devising  strategies,  contacting  people, 
facing  problems,  prayerfully  finding  solu- 
tions, and  ministering  to  hurting  people. 
The  long-term  support  of  all  the  Brethren, 
is  essential  to  their  ministries.  Pray  for 
them  daily!  May  their  efforts  expand  our 
vision  and  encourage  us  to  renewed  dili- 
gence in  soul  winning.  □ 


A    school   cafeteria   provides   the 

setting  for  Bible  study  for  the 

Town   and   Country    Church. 


Do  you   take  your  church   building 
for  granted?    When   you  arrive,   is 
everything  in  place?  It's  not  so 
easy  in  a  mission  church.  The  first 
task  is  moving  in  and  setting  up 
equipment — hymnals,  podium, 
sound  system,  portable  organ,  Sunday 
school  materials,  etc. 


Maech  1978 
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missions 


Sharing  God's  Love 


Sharing  God's  Love 
with  a  needy  world 


Juan  Carlos  Miranda  tells  how  our  support  enables  him  to 
promote  church  growth  among  Spanish-speaking  people. 


WE — you,  me,  they — we.  Yes,  all  of 
us — members  and  friends  of  the 
Brethren  Church — like  to  share  God's  love 
with  a  needy  world.  We  may  do  it  in  many 
different  ways  and  by  different  means,  but 
yet  God  has  chosen  us  to  do  His  work  in 
this  world.  He  could  do  it  in  spite  of  us, 
but  He  has  chosen  to  do  it  this  way. 

You  know,  some  of  us  may  choose  to 
share  God's  love  with  a  needy  world  through 
the  Missionary  Board  of  our  denomination, 
others  through  the  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  others  through  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  and  still  others 
through  the  Benevolent  Board  or  the  World 
Relief  Board.  We  all  seem  to  have  our  own 
preference  in  our  sharing.  But  you  know 
something?  In  the  end,  God  works  His  will 
through  the  web  of  boards  and  committees 
so  that  His  message  can  be  preached  and 
the  Great  Commission  fulfilled — and  that 
is  what  counts. 

Allow  me  to  tell  you  a  very  small  part  of 
what  God  is  doing  and  how  He  is  using  me 
in  my  new  missionary  assignment.  This  is 
an  opportunity  for  service  that  only  your 
help  and  your  sharing  through  the  Mission- 
ary Board  has  made  possible. 

To  put  it  in  a  few  words,  we  call  my  work 
"Church  Growth  for  Hispanics."  The  geo- 
graphical boundaries  are  in  no  way  limited. 
Every  country  in  which  Spanish  is  spoken 
benefits  in  one  way  or  another.  Even  coun- 
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tries  where  Spanish  is  not  the  number  one 
language  are  asking  for  our  church  growth 
workshops,  seminars,  lectures,  materials, 
etc. 

Can  you  imagine  that  right  here  in  the 
United  States  there  are  almost  20  million 
Spanish-speaking  persons?  Allow  me  to 
give  you  just  one  example:  Here  in  the  Los 
Angeles  basin  (a  five-county  area)  there 
are,  according  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
3,700,000  Hispanics.  In  this  same  area  you 
will  only  find  about  400  Spanish  and  bi- 
lingual churches,  with  an  estimated  total 
membership  of  25,000  believers.  This  is  a 
very  small  percentage.  Can  you  call  this 
anything  else  than  a  mission  field? 

In  the  last  couple  of  months  we  held  a 
church  growth  seminar.  One  hundred  and 
forty-five  pastors  and  lay  leaders  attended, 
representing  20  different  denominations. 
This  was  the  first  time  ever  for  such  a  high 
attendance — and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  had  to  pre-register  and  pay  a  fee 
to  attend  the  seminar.  Many  of  the  old- 
timers  in  this  area  described  it  as  "unbe- 
lievable!" Now  our  office  constantly  re- 
ceives calls  asking  for  more  information, 
checking  about  future  seminars,  or  seeking 
how  they  can  have  the  same  action  within 
their  denomination  or  region.  All  because 
you  are  sharing  God's  love  with  a  needy 
world  through  this  work. 

The  Lord  is  also  opening  doors  for  some 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"It  is  this  kind  of  sharing  God's  love 
with  a  needy  world,  through  the  teach- 
ing of  the  biblical  principles  of  church 
growth,  that  makes  me  proud  to  be  your 
representative." 


future  Brethren  work  here  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area,  and  in  other  countries  as 
well.  Our  work  provides  us  many  contacts 
and  opportunities,  if  we  have  church  growth 
eyes  and  are  alert.  But  it  may  be  too  soon 
yet  to  talk  about  these  possibilities;  let  us 
work  within  God's  timing. 

Through  the  Spanish  Church  Growth 
Bulletin,  we  are  helping  now  in  22  different 
countries.  This  bulletin  was  started  at  the 
Eden  Bible  Institute,  and  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  the  editor  and  promoter. 
One  pastor  wrote:  "I  anticipate  every  issue 
with  great  anxiety."  Another:  "The  bulletin 
has  helped  me  to  confirm  some  of  the  things 
we  were  doing,  evaluate  others  and  put 
others  to  practice.  We  praise  God  for  the 
results  that  we  see  every  day."  Do  we  need 
more  motivation? 

From  the  Dominican  Republic,  Venezuela, 
Colombia,  Puerto  Rico,  Mexico,  etc.,  invi- 
tations are  coming  to  help  train  leaders  in 
the  field  of  church  growth.  Our  goal  for  this 
year  is  to  train  1,000  pastor  and  lay  leaders 
through  workshops  and  lectures.  We  also 
plan  to  train  300  leaders  to  become  "local 
experts,"  using  our  High  Intensity  Church 
Growth  Seminar.  This  particular  instruc- 
tional device  is  becoming  the  one  with  the 
most  demand.  We  also  like  it  best,  for  it 
enables  us  not  only  to  motivate  workers  (as 
in  the  traditional  workshops) ,  but  also  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  reproduce  ourselves 
in  each  country  in  these  selected  men  and 
women.  Then  they  can  go  to  those  places 
and  people  within  their  countries  that  we 
could  never  reach.  We  would  only  kid  our- 
selves if  we  thought  we  could  teach  and 
share  church  growth  principles  everywhere. 
Many  places  will  not  be  reached  unless  we 
reproduce  and  replace  ourselves. 

Here  is  what  some  of  the  people  who  have 
attended  our  church  growth  training  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  and  in  the  U.S.A. 
write  and  tell  us:  "My  faith  promise  for 
1977-78  was  25  new  members,  15  possible 
new  leaders  and  5  daughter  churches.  I 
thank  the  Lord  that  by  applying  what  we 
learned  at  the  church  growth  seminar  and 


with  His  blessings,  I  can  now  report  (in 
only  six  months)  that  we  have  baptized  43 
persons,  28  of  whom  were  added  to  our 
'mother  church'  and  the  rest  to  the  five 
'daughter  churches'  who  are  having  good 
attendance  and  growing."  P.  G.  H.,  Vera- 
cruz, Mexico. 

Another  pastor  from  Yucatan,  Mexico, 
wrote:  "Brother  Miranda,  the  course  you 
gave  in  church  growth  was  a  great  blessing 
to  me.  With  God's  help  I  am  trying,  even 
if  it  is  in  a  small  way,  to  practice  what  I 
have  learned.  Many  things  I  did  not  under- 
stand, but  I  will  ask  you  later." 

I  am  glad  he  did  not  understand  every- 
thing. Look  at  some  of  the  results:  "We 
received  20  new  members  in  our  church. 
We  have  organized  two  daughter  churches, 
and  we  have  started  six  daytime  and  one 
evening  Bible  study." 

This  was  also  for  only  a  six-month 
period.  If  he  had  comprehended  everything, 
he  might  not  have  been  able  to  apply  his 
knowledge  in  such  a  short  time  and  he 
might  have  become  discouraged.  Now  he 
asks:  "How  can  we  learn  more  about 
church  growth?  Can  you  give  me  ideas  on 
how  to  have  local  workshops,  how  to 
diagnose  the  sickness  of  churches  and  also 
how  to  discover,  develop  and  use  our  spirit- 
ual gifts?  Can  you  help  us  with  this  by 
coming  next  year  for  our  second  seminar?" 

I  could  share  with  you  many  more  letters 


Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
is  Director  of 
Hispanic  Ministries 
of  the  Department 
of  Church  Growth  of 
the  Fuller  Evangel- 
istic Association. 
His  salary  is 
provided  by  the 
Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 
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like  this  one,  but  we  are  limited  by  space. 
But  you  know,  this  makes  me  proud  of 
being  a  Brethren.  Not  only  are  you  and  I 
aware  of  it,  but  each  one  of  these  people 
that  we  help  and  train  also  knows  that  the 
only  way  I  can  be  there  is  because  our 
own  Missionary  Board  has  loaned  me  to  do 
this  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Fuller 
Evangelistic  Association.  It  is  this  kind  of 
sharing  God's  love  with  a  needy  world, 
through  the  teaching  of  the  biblical  prin- 
ciples of  church  growth  to  pastors  and  lay 
leaders,  that  makes  me  proud  and  makes  me 
feel  good  to  be  your  representative.  Know- 
ing that  you  are  praying  for  this  work  and 
supporting  it  with  your  financial  sharing  is 
an  additional  inspiration. 

Allow  me  to  finish  with  this  thought.  I 
believe  with  my  whole  heart  that  the  main 
reason  we  are  seeing  growth  in  our  denom- 
ination, both  here  and  around  the  world, 
is  because  we  have  not  been  selfish.  We 
have  not  thought  only  about  what  we  can 
do  for  ourselves.  As  we  are  sharing  with 
others,  as  I  am  doing  through  my  work, 
our  Lord  is  giving  growth  to  our  Brethren 
churches  such  as  we  have  never  seen  be- 
fore. We  can  be  proud  of  being  Brethren. 
We  share  with  a  needy  world!  □ 


Where  Are  the 
Missionaries? 

Today  missionaries  are  serving  in 
182  different  countries  and  areas  of 
the  world. 

Africa,  with  11  percent  of  the  world's 
population,  receives  26  percent  of  the 
Protestant  missionaries  from  North 
America.  Latin  America,  with  9  percent 
of  the  population,  receives  36  percent 
of  the  missions  force.  Oceania  receives 
4  percent  of  the  missionaries  while 
having  less  than  1  percent  of  the 
world's   population. 

On  the  other  hand  Asia,  with  over 
60  percent  of  the  population  of  the 
world,  receives  only  27  percent  of  the 
missionaries.  Europe,  with  19  percent 
of  the  population  (including  the  USSR), 
receives  only  8  percent  of  the  mission- 
aries. 

Brethren  missionaries  are  working 
in  Latin  America  (Argentina  and 
Colombia)  and  Asia  (India  and  Ma- 
laysia). The  Missionary  Board  also 
continues  to  support  the  work  of  the 
national  church  in  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 


Sharing  God's  Love:     Colombia 


New  Medium  to  Share  the  Gospel 


MARK  AND  CHANTAL  LOGAN  were  in  the 
U.S.  from  August  through  January  9th.  During 
this  time  they  shared  advancements  in  the  work 
in  Medellin,  Colombia,  with  twenty-six  churches, 
at  various  conferences  (including  General  Con- 
ference in  August),  and  through  other  meetings. 
They  also  attended  the  Missionary  Furlough 
Program  at  Missionary  Internship  in  Michigan 
for  three  weeks. 

Not  long  after  Kenneth  Solomon  started  the 
work  in  Colombia  in  1973,  the  Missionary  Board 
saw  the  value  of  a  mobile  unit  for  campaigns. 
Mark  Logan  was  delegated  to  seek  the  right 
kind  of  van  for  such  evangelistic  ministries. 

Just  a  week  before  the  Logans  returned  to 
their  work  in  Medellin,  Mark  located  and  pur- 
chased a  suitable  van.  It  is  a  new,  1977  GMC 
one-ton  van  with  sufficient  capacity  for  their 
varied  needs.  It  was  offered  to  the  Missionary 
Board  at  a  good  price.  Certain  modifications  are 
being  made  on  the  vehicle  and  legal  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  transporting  it  to 
Colombia.  We  request  your  prayer  support  for 


expediting  clearance  and  receiving  reasonable 
duty  charges  on  this  vehicle  in  order  that  this 
venture  might  be  a  productive  means  for 
evangelism. 

The  Brethren  Youth  underwrote  part  of  this 
vehicle  expense  as  their  project  a  year  ago,  and 
they  presented  $3,100  to  the  General  Secretary, 
M.  Virgil  Ingraham,  to  assist  in  paying  for  this 
equipment.  The  remaining  expense  of  this  van 
will  be  one  of  the  big  items  of  our  budget  for 
1978.  Thousands  more  can  be  reached  through 
this  new  mobile  unit  when  it  is  sufficiently 
equipped. 

Ken  Solomon  reports  that  the  present  total 
membership  at  Medellin  is  113.  An  average 
month's  activities  include  some  ninety  home 
Bible  studies  meeting  in  around  fifteen  homes 
in  different  sections  of  this  metropolis  of  one 
and  one-half  million  people.  Approximately  1,000 
Colombians  are  attending  these  Bible  studies  each 
month.  Many  other  thousands  are  being  reached 
through  personal  evangelism  and  the  door-to-door 
"sowing"  of  the  gospel  "seed"  by  the  monthly 
distribution  of  excellent  gospel  literature. 
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Sharing  God's  Love:     Nigeria 


Sharing  Support 


John  Guli 


THE  MISSIONARY  BOARD  continues  to 
support  the  program  of  the  Ekklesiyar  Yan'uwa 
a  Nijeriya  (The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Nigeria).  Although  there  are  no  longer  mis- 
sionaries from  the  Brethren  Church  in  Nigeria, 
we  continue  to  have  the  privilege  of  supporting 
the  program  of  the  national  church  and  the 
work  in  the  Eastern  (Higi)  Area.  Also,  we 
give  toward  the  support  of  John  Guli,  who  is 
the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Eastern  Area 
work,  and  we  provide  support  for  a  Nigerian 
staff  family  at  Kulp  Bible  School. 

In  addition,  our  support  provides  for  scholar- 
ships for  two  student  families  at  Kulp  Bible 
School,  evangelism  outreach,  literature,  and  train- 
ing for  leadership  and  church  growth.  The  train- 
ing programs  are  enabling  the  Nigerians  to 
shoulder  more  and  more  of  the  leadership  respon- 
sibilities  in   their   church.   Our  financial   under- 


girding  is  to  assist  their  program  until  an 
increased  Nigerian  standard  of  living  possibly 
affects  stewardship  strength. 

The  Missionary  Board  plans  for  John  Guli's 
return  to  the  States  later  in  1978  so  that  he  can 
continue  his  education  at  Fuller  School  of 
Missions  in  Pasadena,  California.  This  higher 
training  is  covered  by  our  budget.  The  training 
he  receives  at  Fuller  will  enable  Rev.  Guli  to 
provide  knowledgeable  leadership  for  planning 
and  direction  when  he  returns  to  Nigeria. 

Presently  Rev.  Guli  plans  intensive  training 
from  January  to  May  for  22  local  leaders.  The 
course  covers  village  work,  local  leadership,  lit- 
eracy, and  Bible  knowledge. 

It  was  reported  that  in  May  and  June  of  1977, 
262  people  were  baptized  in  the  Eastern  Area. 
Other  local  churches  are  continuing  to  prepare 
people  for  baptism  and  covenant.  Some  churches 
have  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  they  will  be 
divided  for  continued  outreach.  Attendance  re- 
mains high  in  the  churches,  and  at  Michika 
(where  Guli  lives)  an  average  of  over  1,000 
people  attend  service  each  Sunday.  Michika  has 
become  a  local  government  headquarters  area, 
and  there  has  been  a  great  influx  of  laborers 
and  traders. 

The  outreach  in  Nigeria  has  been  tremendous, 
and  the  people  have  responded  in  such  large 
numbers  that  the  church  in  the  young-adult 
stage  must  assume  responsibility  in  leadership. 
Our  support  is  essential  through  our  1978  budget. 
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A   salesman  gives  the  keys  of  the 
van   to  Mark  Logan.   The  van, 
which    will   be   used  for  evangelistic 
campaigns,  is  behind  them. 
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Sharing  God's  Love:     Argentina 


Sharing  With  Radio 


Bill  Winter  relates  how  God  uses  the  Argentine  radio  min- 
istry to  provide  spiritual  help  for  needy  people. 


IT  IS  AMAZING  to  see  how  God  uses  diverse  ways  to  make 
Himself  known. 

For  example,  at  a  prayer  group,  yesterday,  a  new  brother 
who  accepted  Christ  as  his  personal  Savior  only  a  few  months 
ago  told  me  that  he  had  been  an  athiest  fifteen  years  earlier. 
At  that  time  he  was  on  a  lone  job  as  weather  observer  at  an 
outpost  on  the  southern  tip  of  the  continent.  He  survived 
untouched  when  an  earthquake  brought  the  sea  150  yards 
inland  to  lap  at  his  outpost  door.  A  small  hill  in  front  of  his 
quarters  was  gone,  and  a  new  one  had  risen  some  distance 
away.   In  that  instant  his  instincts  turned  to  God,  and  he 

spontaneously  prayed.  Now,  15  years 
later,  he  has  met  and  accepted  per- 
sonally that  Lord. 

We  marvel  as  God  helps  people, 
using  sounds  recorded  in  our  studios 
and  then  transmitted  all  over  the 
Western  Hemisphere  via  radio  air- 
waves. One  listener  wrote,  "You 
said  to  me  exactly  what  I  needed 
today."  We  are  astounded!  That 
program  was  prepared  months 
earlier. 

Many  hours  go  into  the  prepara- 
tion of  programs  to  be  aired.  Then 
comes  the  process  of  recording 
everything  into  a  compact,  well- 
organized  program.  These  programs 
are  then  duplicated  and  distributed. 
Tapes  are  sent  to  each  station  well 
ahead  of  time  so  that  the  program 
director  has  the  tapes  in  hand  before 
that  particular  program  is  scheduled. 
We  never  cease  to  wonder  as  we 
see  God's  hand  guiding  and  using  us 
and  others  to  make  His  love  known 
to  needy  people! 

One  program  we  record  is  dedi- 
cated to  rebuilding  lives  that  have 
been  broken,  shattered,  and  de- 
stroyed by  Satan  and  sin.  The  pro- 
gram is  entitled  "Heart  to  Heart." 
As  I  record  these  programs,  I  can 
sometimes  feel  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  the  words  are  record- 
ed on  tape.  Even  though  I  know  it 
will  be  weeks  or  months  before 
anyone  hears  those  particular  words, 
I  can  feel  the  power  of  God  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  inspires  words  of  recon- 
ciliation,   counsel,    and   practical   in- 


■   ■  ;  : ' 


Bill  Winter 


struction  on  how  to  put  the  pieces 
back  together. 

One  listener  wrote  in  response  to 
one  of  our  programs,  PLATICAS 
CRISTIANAS    (Christian   Talks): 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  writing  to  you  to  let  you  know 
my  happiness  in  having  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.  It  was 
Sunday  as  I  listened  to  the  radio  and 
heard  a  powerful  message  which  the 
Lord  gave  you.  This  message  came 
to  me  and  made  me  see  my  situation 
as  a  minor  and  being  dominated  by 
the   powerful  force  of  evil. 

At  the  end  of  the  program  I  ac- 
cepted Jesus,  and  from  that  moment 
I  felt  like  a  new  person.  Now,  I  no 
longer  smoke;  my  speech  is  no  longer 
profane.  Everyone  in  my  home,  at 
work,  and  at  the  university  asks  me 
what  has  happened,  and  I  share  with 
them  my  feelings.  Even  though  some 
laugh,  I  do  not  care  because  I  am 
certain  Jesus  has  saved  me  and  has 
given  me  eternal  life  and  will  take 
me   to   heaven   with  Him. 

I  will  appreciate  your  sending  me 
a  Bible  because  here  there  are  none 
available.  I  will  be  glad  to  send  you 
the  money,  but  please  send  me  a  Bible 
soon  because  I  want  to  read  and  learn 
more  of  the  Word  of  God  and  share 
what  He  has  done  for  me  with  all  who 
are  empty  and  defeated." 

A  Christian  wrote  to  tell  us  that 
she  listens  regularly  to  our  program 
which  is  aired  in  her  small  town  of 
San  Rafael  in  the  Province  of  Men- 
doza.  "I  hear  the  Word  of  God  in 
this  way  and  daily  at  7:00  A.M.  I 
receive  strength  from  Him  through 
the  message  of  your  program.  Thank 
you  very  much." 

We  will  never  know  the  full  story 
of  the  seed  being  sown  via  radio. 
Programs  recorded  in  our  studio 
are  aired  on  60  stations  in  Argen- 
tina. Local  churches  who  sponsor 
the  airing  over  these  stations  do 
the   follow-up   directly. 
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There  are  also  15  stations  in  other  countries 
that  carry  our  programs.  Among  these  are  the 
powerful  short-wave  stations  KGEI  in  San 
Francisco   and   Trans   World   Radio   in   Bonaire, 


Netherlands  Antilles.  This  means  that  we  are 
able  to  share  the  love  of  God  via  radio  from 
California  to  Tierra  de  Fuego,  the  southern  tip 
of  the  South  American  continent. 


Open  Doors  I  Closed  Doors 

A  recent  report  indicates  that  no  more  than  17  of  the  143  member 
countries  of  the  United  Nations  are  closed  or  partially  closed  to  mission- 
aries. Generally,  90  percent  of  the  nations  of  the  world  are  open . . .  more 
open  than  at  any  previous  time  in  world  history. 

Closed  doors  can  hamper  the  spreading  of  the  Good  News  of  Christ,  but 
they  are  not  always  indicative  of  tragedy.  For  example,  when  missionaries 
were  removed  from  southern  Ethiopia,  the  church  there  literally  blossomed. 
And  closed  doors  can  reopen,  as  they  have  in  Nepal,  Japan,  Korea,  and 
Colombia. 

Let  us  pray  that  closed  doors  will  be  opened,  and  that  the  churches  in 
closed  countries  might  flourish  in  adversity. 


Sharing  God's  Love:     India 


Sharing  to  Increase  Self-Help 

A  new  program  in  Visakhapatnam  provides  training  and  a 
way  to  share  the  gospel,  according  to  Marion  Mellinger. 


GOD  CAN  WORK  MIRACLES  in  India  when 
Brethren  become  involved  and  share.  In  this 
particular  Brethren  mission  we  depend  on  na- 
tionals to  serve  in  various  capacities  as  we  totally 
support  their  evangelistic  outreach  and  imme- 
diate needs. 

A  new  program  was  started  in  Visakhapatnam 
to  train  people  to  learn  a  profession  to  support 
themselves.  Service  programs  such  as  these  are 
encouraged  by  the  government,  and  our  missions 


Vijaya    Kumar    looks    on    while    an    instructor 
teaches  at  the  typing  institute  in   Visakhapatnam. 


are  measured  as  being  most  benevolent  as  we 
thus  work  in  communities. 

A  typewriting  institute  for  the  poor  was 
inaugurated  by  the  Visakhapatnam  Area  of 
Brethren  Missions  on  May  2,  1977.  By  May  19 
there  were  23  students  enrolled,  the  youngest 
being  14  years  of  age  and  the  oldest  27.  The 
group  was  made  up  of  high  school  students, 
college  students,  policemen,  and  government  and 
non-government   employees. 

Vijaya  Kumar  supervises  the  school,  and  two 
instructors  have  been  appointed  for  teaching. 
Each  student  comes  for  instruction  at  the  par- 
ticular hour  allotted  to  him.  This  learning  by 
appointment  keeps  the  need  for  equipment  to  a 
minimum  and  provides  for  the  greatest  use  of 
each  typewriter.  Interest  in  this  fine  institute  in 
Visakhapatnam  continues  to  grow,  and  the  stu- 
dents are  grateful  for  the  facilities  and  the 
unique  training  at  the  mission. 

The  typing  institute  is  in  the  same  building 
with  the  reading  room.  Since  India  is  a  country 
where  reading  materials  are  not  easily  accessible 
to  all,  many  people  have  been  attracted  to  this 
additional  convenience.  The  mission  provides 
Christian  magazines  and  some  daily  newspapers. 
Thus,  as  the  mission  serves  the  community,  it 
provides  opportunity  to  communicate  the  gospel 
to  more  people  as  they  come  to  this  center. 
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the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 
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The   tragedy  of  violence   in   our  homes. 


Wife-Beating 


SPOUSE  beating  is  in  the  news.  Richard 
C.  Levy  has  coauthored  an  interesting 
book    entitled    Wife-Beating:     The    Silent 

Crisis.  Levy  claims  that  a  marriage  license 
is  a  hunting  license.  He  estimates  that  over 
half  of  American  wives  suffer  some  sort 
of  physical  abuse  from  their  husbands.  He 
claims  marriage  "gives  a  man  five  free 
beatings  because  the  woman  typically 
doesn't  report  such  abuse  until  the  fifth 
attack." 

It  is  appalling  to  discover  that  50%  of 
American  marriages  involve  violence  of  a 
primitive  nature.  And  I  thought  we  were 
an  educated  and  sophisticated  society!  This 

"It  is  appalling  to  discover  that 
50%  of  American  marriages  in- 
volve violence  of  a  primitive 
nature." 

is  cave  man  stuff!  Another  aspect  of  this 
startling  revelation  —  if  Levy's  statistics 
are  to  be  trusted — is  the  incompatibility 
of  at  least  half  of  all  marriages  in  this 
country. 

According  to  Levy,  the  home  has  become 
a  gymnasium  with  the  little  woman  of  the 
house  the  punching  bag. 

Last  summer  I  listened  to  a  call-in  talk 
show  on  the  car  radio.  It  dealt  with  wife- 
beating.  Some  men  called  in  to  say  that  the 
woman  actually  needs  a  beating  every  so 
often  to  "keep  her  straight."  I  suppose,  if 
we  were  honest,  we'd  all  admit  that  there 
have  been  times  when  we  felt  like  Jackie 
Gleason:  "One  of  these  days,  pow — right 
in  the  kisser!" 


But  Levy  claims  50%  of  the  men  go 
ahead  and  do  it! 

Another  man  called  in  to  say  that  he  beat 
his  wife  because  she  was  lazy.  One  man 
beat  his  wife  because  it  made  him  feel 
better — you  know,  a  good  workout  relieves 
the  pressure. 

From  the  woman's  viewpoint  came  sev- 
eral calls.  One  lady  explained  that  women 
take  beatings  because  they  have  nowhere 
to  go.  Another  said  they  keep  hoping  things 
will  get  better  and  that  the  beatings  will 
stop.  One  lady  said  she  fought  back  but 
usually  got  the  worst  end  of  the  deal. 
Another,  believe  it  or  not,  said  the  beatings 
were  good  for  her! 

But  the  award  winner  came  from  a  lady 
who  had  experienced  four  husbands  ...  all 
wife-beaters.  She  claimed  her  last  husband 
(the  fourth  one)  is  the  best  because  he 
always  gets  in  the  last  punch — the  other 
three  she  could  whip! 

Alcoholism  is  connected  to  a  lot  of  the 
beatings.  The  man  comes  home  drunk  and 
beats  on  his  wife  until  he  sobers  up. 
Another  reason  for  spouse  beating  is  unem- 
ployment. A  man  out  of  work  takes  his 
frustrations  out  on  his  wife. 

The  talk  show  seemed  to  point  out  prob- 
lems of  the  lower  economic  strata.  But  Levy 
shows  that  marital  violence  strikes  across 
the  entire  matrimonial  stratum. 

What  it  points  out  is  that  this  country 
is  in  trouble.  Marriage,  the  last  and  greatest 
institution,  is  about  to  be  knocked  out.  And 
man,  in  spite  of  his  technological  advance, 
is  Neanderthal  in  his  behavior.  No  country 
can  rise  higher  than  its  homes.  If  this  keeps 
up,  we'll  not  be  able  to  answer  the  bell  for 
the  fifteenth  round.  Q 
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news  from  the  Brethren   Church 


Sider,  General  Conference  speaker, 
to  head  social  action  group 


Philadelphia,  Pa. — Dr.  Ronald  J.  Sider,  Associate 
Professor  of  Theology  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  was  recently  elected  president  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  Evangelicals  for 
Social  Action. 

Dr.  Sider  is  scheduled  to  be  the  Conference 
speaker  at  the  1978  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church. 

Evangelicals  for  Social  Action  (ESA)  is  an 
interracial  group  of  social  justice  advocates  drawn 
from  evangelicals  across  the  country.  The  organ- 
ization grew  out  of  the  November  1973  Chicago 
meeting  which  produced  the  widely-heralded 
"Declaration  of  Evangelical  Social  Concern."  This 
statement  attracted  widespread  attention  in  the 
secular  and  religious  press  because  it  signaled  a 
growing  concern  for  social  justice  in  the  evan- 
gelical community. 


According  to  Dr.  Sider,  "A  dramatic  change 
has  occurred  in  evangelical  circles  in  the  last  ten 
years.  Evangelical  Christians  now  agree  that 
working  for  social  justice  is  a  biblical  mandate. 
ESA's  job  is  to  make  this  concrete  in  actions 
which  combat  racism  and  sexism  and  promote  just 
economic  structures,  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

Some  of  the  immediate  goals  of  ESA  are: 

— to  form  a  nationwide  network  of  local  chapters 
of  ESA; 

— to  initiate  a  membership  drive,  with  members 
linked  together  by  a  regular  monthly  newsletter; 

— to  establish  a  "think-tank"  to  do  research  for 
the  evangelical  social  justice  movement; 

— to  set  up  task  forces  to  promote  biblical  social 
justice; 

— to  organize  a  national  social  justice  congress 
in  1981. 


Pastors'  Conference  Planned 
May  2-4  ar  Camp  Peniel 

Waynesboro,  Pa. — The  1978  Brethren  Pastors' 
Conference  will  be  held  May  2-4  at  Brethren  Camp 
Peniel  near  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Dr.  George  Brunk,  the  1977  General  Conference 
speaker,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  for  the 
retreat.  He  will  present  three  messages  to  the 
pastors,  each  of  which  is  to  be  followed  by  a  time 
of  interaction  or  questions. 

The  conference  will  begin  on  Tuesday  evening, 
May  2,  and  continue  through  the  noon  meal  on 
Thursday,  May  4.  Pastors  may  begin  registering 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  but  no  evening  meal  will 
be  provided  on  that  day.  The  first  session  will  be 
a  time  of  fellowship  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  cost  to  attend  the  conference  will  be  $25.00 
— which  includes  meals,  insurance  while  at  the 
conference,  and  a  registration  fee.  Pastors  accom- 
panied by  their  wives  will  pay  a  special  rate  of 
$40.00  per  couple.  Pre-registration  forms  will  be 
sent  to  pastors. 

The  Wednesday  evening  session  of  the  confer- 
ence will  be  open  to  visitors  from  area  Brethren 
churches  who  may  wish  to  attend. 


Bits   "n 


We  should  make  plans — counting  on  God  to  direct 
us.     Proverbs  16:9  (TLB) 


Margaret  Lowery  is  progressing  very  well  and 
is  back  on  her  feet  after  having  her  right  hip 
socket  surgically  replaced  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  on  January  13.  While  in 
the  hospital  Margaret  has  received  many  phone 
calls  from  all  over  the  U.S.,  including  Hawaii. 

Robert  Dillard  has  accepted  a  call  to  serve  as 
assistant  pastor  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church.  Bob  will  assume  his  new  responsibilities 
in  June,  after  his  graduation  from  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

The  Ohio  Association  of  Evangelicals  will  have 
its  annual  convention  on  April  14  and  15,  1978.  The 
convention  will  be  held  at  the  North  Church  of 
Christ   in   Christian   Union   in   Columbus,   Ohio. 

Dr.  Henry  Brandt,  one  of  America's  best  known 
Christian  psychologists,  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  convention. 

The  convention  will  include  sessions  for  pastors 
and  wives  on  Friday,  April  14,  and  workshops  on 
"Family  Life"  on  Saturday,  April  15. 
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Brethren   hour   enters   twelfth   year; 
begins   international   broadcasts 


Sarasota,  Fla. — In  January  the  Sarasota,  Florida, 
First  Brethren  Church  began  its  twelfth  year  on 
radio.  Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  pastor  of  the  Sarasota 
Church  for  18  years  and  founder  of  the  "Brethren 
Hour,"  began  the  first  program  on  Sarasota  radio 
station  WSAF. 

At  the  present  time  the  "Brethren  Hour"  is 
broadcast  over  33  radio  stations  and  is  heard  in 
25  States  (including  Alaska  and  Hawaii)  and  in 
the  Virgin  Islands. 

On  February  11,  the  "Brethren  Hour"  entered 
a  new  phase  in  its  radio  ministry.  On  that  date 
short-wave  broadcasts  of  the  program  were  begun 
into  Europe,  Africa,  and  the  Near  East.  These 
international  broadcasts  are  being  made  by  short- 
wave station  WINB  (15340  and  11775)  and  are 
aired  on  Saturday  nights  at  10:30  (Florida  time). 
Station  WINB  reaches  into  three  continents,  14 
time  zones,  and  potentially  into  over  87  countries. 

The  Sarasota  congregation  is  claiming  boldly 
this  means  of  mass  communication  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Radio  carries  the  gospel  faster — 
186,000  miles  a  second — and  it  carries  the  gospel 
farther — to  areas  where  no  missionaries  go,  to 
homes  that  will  not  open  to  ministers,  to  people 
who  will  not  go  to  church  or  Sunday  school,  and 
to  regions  beyond  our  front  door  and  the  shadow 
of  a  church  steeple.  The  "Brethren  Hour"  program 
is  totally  committed  to  a  Christ-centered  outreach 
and  emphasizes  the  desire  "that  all  men  might  be 
saved." 

The  program  originates  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Sarasota  Church  with  the  taping  of  the  messages, 
which  are  delivered  by  the  pastor  before  a  live 
audience.  The  program  includes  special  music  and 
anthems  by  the  Chancel  Choir  under  the  direction 


The   Salt  Shaker 

We  would  like  to  compliment  the  Evangelist  and 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Co.  for  printing  "The 
Salt  Shaker"  by  Rev.  Al  Shifflett — a  man  whom 
we  have  learned  to  know  and  love  through  his 
ministry  and  his  many  calls  and  prayers  while  I 
was  in  the  Elkhart  General  Hospital.  We  enjoy 
the  Brethren  Evangelist  very,  very  much. 

— Wayne  and   Gladys  Moneyheffer 
Nokomis,  Fla. 


of  Mrs.  Jean  Hamel.  Organists  are  Mrs.  Eugene 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Edwin  Rathke,  and  Curtis  Stauffer. 
Stan  Grams  of  Grams  Productions  of  Sarasota 
produces  the  programs,  with  control  room  tech- 
nicians Tom  Provenzano,  John  Adams,  and  Michael 
Funkhouser.  John  Hamel,  Pastor  Hamel's  son,  is 
the  chief  engineer. 


A   report  from   Johnstown   Third 

Johnstown,  Pa. — The  Third  Brethren  Church  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  had  a  full  year  in  1977.  It  was 
not  exactly  a  good  year  for  the  area,  however — 
the  great  flood  of  1977  will  be  long  remembered. 

The  church  building,  which  is  located  on  higher 
ground,  was  not  subjected  to  the  extensive  damage 
that  buildings  just  a  few  blocks  below  suffered. 
Only  a  small  amount  of  water  and  silt  overran 
the  church  basement,  with  no  mentionable  damage. 

Some  of  the  church  families  were  not  so  for- 
tunate, however,  for  twelve  to  fifteen  families  had 
extensive  damage  to  their  homes.  The  congregation 
also  mourned  the  loss  of  five  church-related  lives. 

Following  the  flood,  the  women  of  the  church 
prepared  food  for  people  made  homeless  by  the 
waters.  They  spent  more  than  a  week  providing 
this  help. 

Rev.  Clarence  Kindley  has  completed  16  months 
as  pastor  of  the  Third  Brethren  Church  of  Johns- 
town. During  this  time  14  members  have  been 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism,  and  two  by  trans- 
fer of  letter. 

According  to  Floyd  Benshoff,  a  variety  of 
"interesting  and  inspiring  events"  have  crowded 
into  the  16-month  pastorate  of  Rev.  Kindley.  In- 
cluded among  these  were  a  Bible  conference  with 
Dr.  Bruce  Stark,  a  visit  by  the  Broadfording 
College  Singers  and  Dr.  Harold  Barnett,  and 
revival  and  evangelistic  services  with  Rev.  Carl 
Thomas.  A  Love  Loaf  breaking  ceremony  was 
also  held,  with  $560  received  for  the  missionary 
project.  And  at  the  church  Thanksgiving  dinner, 
the  Sunshine  Oranges  were  opened  and  $473 
received. 

Other  activities  at  the  church  included  a  well- 
attended  church  birthday  party,  vacation  Bible 
school,  renewal  and  dedication  of  the  baptistry,  a 
mother-daughter  banquet,  a  men  and  boys  supper, 
caroling  for  shut-ins,  a  youth  Christmas  program, 
and  a  New  Year's  watch-night  party. 

Brother  Benshoff  says  that  the  above  is  "a  mere 
outline"  of  the  church's  activities.  And  he  adds, 
"Third  Brethren  continues  to  be  greatly  interested 
and  involved  in  the  larger  work  of  the  denomina- 
tion on  the  District  and  National  levels.  We  look 
forward  to  a  fine  1978." 
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Women    at    Brethren    Care    Embroider    Quilt 


Ashland,  Ohio — Five  residents  of  Brethren  Care 
nursing  home  in  Ashland  have  embroidered  a 
quilt  displaying  the  State  flowers  of  the  United 
States.  Participating  in  the  project  were  Miss 
Matilda  Baer,  Mrs.  Drusilla  Glenn,  Mrs.  Elda 
Tracy,  Mrs.  Edith  Van  Meter,  and  Mrs.  Nina 
Vanosdall. 

The  quilt  grew  out  of  an  embroidery  class  that 
was  started  for  the  residents  about  one  and  one- 
half  years  ago.  Mrs.  Kay  Schumaker,  activities 
director  for  Brethren  Care,  oversaw  the  project. 

The  women  at  Brethren  Care  completed  the 
embroidery  for  the  quilt,  but  needed  outside  help 
to  finish  the  project.  The  quilting  was  done  by 
members  of  the  Ashland  Senior  Citizens  and  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  women's  groups. 

The  completed  quilt,  which  measures  six  feet  by 
eight  feet,  is  being  used  as  a  wall  hanging  at 
Brethren   Care. 

A  new  project  is  now  being  planned  for  the 
women.  They  will  embroider  smaller  pieces  of  cloth 
(approximately  six  inches  square)  and  then  knot 
them  together  at  the  corners,  rather  than  quilting 
them  together. 


Mrs.  Drusilla  Glenn  is  shown  with  the  State-flower 

quilt  embroidered  by  her  and  four  other  residents 

of  Brethren   Care  in  Ashland,   Ohio. 

Ashland  Times-Gazette  photo 


Israel   Summer   Seminar 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  "Israel  Summer  Seminar" — 
a  four-  to  nine-week  tour  and  study  program  in 
the  Holy  Land — is  again  being  offered  coopera- 
tively by  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and  the 
Institute  of  Holy  Land  Studies. 

Three  options  are  available.  Program  A,  a  six- 
week  study,  includes  "The  Geographical  and  His- 
torical Setting  of  the  Bible"  and  "Modern  Israeli 
Society."  Program  B,  a  four-week  study,  includes 
"The  Geographical  and  Historical  Setting  of  the 
Bible."  Program  C  includes  the  two  courses  in 
A  above,  and  offers  in  addition  a  three-weeks' 
experience  on  an  archaelogical  expedition. 

Each  of  the  programs  provides  for  a  careful 
study  and  tour  of  the  Holy  Land  from  Dan  to 
Beersheba.  Graduate  credit  of  six,  four,  and  nine 
hours  is  available  for  the  respective  programs. 

Interested  parties  may  obtain  a  complete 
brochure  by  contacting  Dr.  Richard  E.  Allison, 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  910  Center  Street, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805,  or  by  calling  (419)  289-4074. 


Northwest   Brethren    Chapel 
changes    place   of   meeting 

Tucson,  Ariz. — The  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 
has  changed  its  place  of  meeting  to  Cross  Junior 
High  School,  located  at  1000  W.  Chapala  Drive  in 
Tucson.  Previously  the  congregation  was  meeting 
in  the  Thorny  dale  School  in  Tucson. 

The  new  meeting  place  is  located  closer  (within 
one  and  one  half  miles)  to  the  property  which 
has  been  purchased  as  the  future  site  of  the 
church  building.  Thus  the  congregation  can  reach 
more  effectively  the  neighborhood  in  which  the 
church  will  be  located. 

The  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel  congregation 
looks  forward  to  breaking  ground  for  their  new 
church  building  in  the  very  near  future. 

Membership  Growth 

Corinth:     9  by  baptism 

Denver,:     9  by  baptism,  4  by  letter 

Derby:     15  by  baptism,  1  by  letter 

Gratis:     5 
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New     library  under  construction 
at  Lost  Creek 

Lost  Creek,  Ky. — A  new  library  is  under  construc- 
tion at  Riverside  Christian  Training  School  in 
Lost  Creek,  Ky.  Work  was  begun  on  the  library 
last  summer,  and  the  project  should  be  completed 
by  early  this  spring. 

Construction  of  a  new  library  became  necessary 
when  the  old  library  was  used  for  additional 
classroom  space. 

In  addition  to  providing  space  for  books,  the 
new  library  will  also  contain  a  teachers'  lounge, 
an  audio-visual  room,   and  a  librarian's   office. 


Scriptures    distributed    in   Asia; 
area   only   3%    Christian 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (ABS  News)— More  than  170 
million  Scriptures  were  distributed  throughout 
Asia  and  the  Pacific  during  1977,  according  to  a 
report  of  the  United  Bible  Societies.  Of  these,  54 
million  Scriptures  were  distributed  in  India,  and 
over  27  million  copies  each  in  Indonesia  and  Korea. 

The  Asia-Pacific  region  contains  60  percent  of 
the  world's  population,  but  it  is  statistically  the 
least  Christian  part  of  the  world.  Only  three  per- 
cent of  the  area's  people  profess  the  Christian 
faith.  Furthermore,  80  percent  of  the  world's  non- 
Christians  reside  in  Asia. 

One  of  the  great  challenges  the  Christian  church 
faces  is  the  need  to  reach  the  youth  of  this  region 
for  Christ.  At  least  50  percent  of  the  population 
of  the  Asia-Pacific  region  is  under  21  years  of 
age.  The  future  of  the  region  depends  largely  on 
how  these  young  people  are  nurtured  intellectually 
and  spiritually  today. 


In  Memory 


Marie  Inez  Knee,  89,  February  5.  Member  for  74 
years  and  11  months  of  the  College  Corner  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor. 
Theodore  W.  Ford,  66,  February  4.  Member  of  the 
Vinco,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Carl  H. 
Phillips,   pastor. 

Genevieve  (Snively)  Spencer,  62,  January  14. 
Charter  member  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Henry  Bates,  pastor. 

Lloyd  Kiracofe,  76,  January  13.  Member  of  the 
Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Gene  Hollinger,  pastor. 

Harry  F.  Stahl,  79,  January  1.  Member  and  former 
deacon  of  the  Valley  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Jerald  Radcliff,  pastor. 

Elsie  Miller,  97,  December  23.  Charter  member  and 
oldest  living  member  at  time  of  death  of  the 
Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Henry  Bates,  pastor. 


AC  professor  appointed  to 
national  committee 

Ashland,  Ohio — Dr.  Gene  Telego,  dean  of  teacher 
education  and  professor  of  education  at  Ashland 
College,  has  been  appointed  to  serve  a  three-year 
term  on  the  national  standards  and  performance 
committee  of  the  Association  for  Teacher 
Educators. 

Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz,  president  of  Ashland 
College,  commented,  "This  is  a  very  significant 
appointment  for  Dr.  Telego  and  Ashland  College. 
The  quality  and  leadership  of  Ashland's  depart- 
ment of  education  has  been  recognized  on  a  na- 
tional level." 

Telego  joins  the  13-member  committee  which  is 
made  up  of  representatives  of  educational  insti- 
tutions from  throughout  the  U.S.  The  responsi- 
bilities of  the  committee  include:  assisting  in  the 
development  and  interpretation  of  quality  stan- 
dards for  the  Association  for  Teacher  Educators; 
evaluating  members,  units,  and  affiliated  organ- 
izations; hearing  grievances  from  minority  groups 
arising  from  association  policies  and  recommend- 
ing procedures  for  resolving  them;  and  evaluating 
recommendations  and  nominations  of  candidates 
for  distinguished  membership. 

Telego  is  a  1962  graduate  of  Ashland  College. 
He  joined  the  AC  faculty  as  assistant  professor 
of  education  in  1968,  after  five  years  in  public 
school  education.  He  holds  a  master's  degree  and 
a  doctor's  degree  from  Ohio  State  University. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sherman  Provines,  61st,  February  10. 
Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Roann, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nelson  Adams,  50th,  January  14.  Mem- 
bers  of  the  First  Brethren   Church,  Roann,  Ind. 


Weddings 


Charmaine  Louise  Brezovic  to  William  Leroy 
Aurandt,  January  28,  at  Vinco,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Church;  Carl  Phillips,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom 
member  of  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Daviette  Stahl  to  Richard  Daniels,  January  6,  at 
Valley  Brethren  Church,  Jones  Mills,  Pa.;  Jerald 
Radcliff,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
Valley  Brethren  Church. 

Janet    Elaine    Kiracofe    to     Randal    Lee    Sayne, 

December  10,  at  Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church;  Gene  Hollinger,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride 
member  of  Gratis  First  Brethren  Church. 
Marsha  Lanice  Slisher  to  Steven  Lee  Alspach, 
November  25,  at  Denver,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church;  George  Brown,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride 
and  groom  members  of  Denver  First  Brethren 
Church. 
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NRB  plans  campaign  to  clean  up  TV 


Morris  town,  N.J.  (NRB  News) — National  Reli- 
gious Broadcasters  (NRB),  meeting  in  their  35th 
annual  convention,  approved  a  comprehensive  new 
campaign  to  remove  objectionable  programing 
from  commercial  television. 

The  nationwide  campaign,  scheduled  to  begin 
in  the  first  half  of  1978,  covers  three  phases. 

In  phase  1,  broadcasters  will  seek  to  educate 
viewers  and  listeners  to  exercise  family  control. 
NRB  will  distribute  reminder  cards  to  be  placed 
on  home  TV  sets,  information  booklets,  and  pro- 
gram evaluation  sheets. 

In  phase  2,  religious  broadcasters  will  encourage 
the  audiences  to  express  their  concerns  to  local 
stations  and  to  express  appreciation  for  good  pro- 
grams to  local  stations,  sponsors,  and  networks. 

Phase  3  will  emphasize  the  accountability  of 
sponsors  for  financing  objectionable  programs. 
Listeners  and  viewers  will  be  encouraged  to  write 
or  phone  the  home  offices  of  sponsors.  Phase  3 
will  also  remind  listeners  and  viewers  that  as 
consumers  of  the  products  advertized,  they  are  the 
ultimate  sponsors.  Phase  3  will  climax  with  a 
national  day  of  prayer  for  greater  morality  in  the 
media  on  Sunday,  October  1,  1978. 

According  to  Carl  Richardson,  chairman  of  the 
NRB  Morality  in  Broadcasting  Committee,  "NRB 
will  encourage  parents,  churches  and  other  organ- 
izations to  join  our  130  million  listeners  and 
viewers  in  the  Morality  in  Broadcasting  campaign. 
The  participation  of  so  many  millions  of  families 
will  have  an  overwhelming  positive  impact  both 
on  their  own  lives  and  on  the  moral  climate  of 
America." 

The  association  of  broadcasters  also  adopted 
new  guidelines  for  public  disclosure  of  finances 
for  religious  broadcasting.  Most  religious  pro- 
grams  and   stations   receive   all   or  part   of  their 


NAE  to  build  Evangelical  Center 

Wheaton,  111.  (NAE  News) — Ground-breaking  cere- 
monies for  the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals' new  Evangelical  Center  have  been  set  for 
April  3,  1978,  according  to  Dr.  Billy  A.  Melvin, 
NAE  executive  director. 

Construction  on  the  Evangelical  Center  is  ex- 
pected to  begin  soon  after  ground-breaking  day, 
and  the  Center  should  be  ready  for  occupancy  early 
in  1979.  The  building  will  provide  24,100  square 
feet  of  space,  enabling  several  of  NAE's  ministries 
to  be  consolidated  in  one  location  for  the  first 
time  in  the  organization's  history.  Total  estimated 
cost  for  the  project  (including  land  and  furnish- 
ings)  is  $836,375. 

The  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  now 
represents  some  35,000  local  churches  from  64 
denominations.  In  addition  to  the  Evangelical 
Center,  NAE  will  continue  to  maintain  its  Office 
of    Public   Affairs    in   Washington,    D.C. 


financial  support  from  listeners  and  viewers.  The 
new  guidelines  spell  out  in  greater  detail  the 
specific  steps  for  raising  funds,  supervision  of 
fundraising  and  disbursements,  auditing,  reporting 
to  donors,  and  the  relationship  of  fundraising 
costs  to  the  total  amount  spent  for  ministry  and 
program  services. 

The  newly-approved  guidelines  also  authorize 
the  NRB  Ethics  Committee  to  publish  an  annual 
list  of  Christian  organizations  which  meet  these 
high   uniform   standards   of   accountability. 

Total  registration  for  the  NRB  convention, 
which  was  held  January  22-25  in  Washington, 
D.C,  was  1,762,  including  218  news  media  repre- 
sentatives who  came  to  cover  the  event.  Total 
attendance,  counting  local  visitors,  was  nearly 
2,500  people,  breaking  all  previous  NRB  conven- 
tion attendance  records. 

National  Religious  Broadcasters  is  an  associa- 
tion of  almost  850  member  organizations  engaged 
in  the  production  of  religious  radio  and  television 
programs  and  the  operation  of  religious  radio 
stations. 


Graham   holds   crusade 
in    Las  Vegas 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — Amid  the  bright  lights  and 
gaming  tables,  Evangelist  Billy  Graham  brought 
the  hope  of  salvation  to  the  "entertainment  capital 
of  the  world"  in  the  Greater  Las  Vegas  Crusade, 
February  1-5. 

The  world-famed  evangelist  drew  record  crowds 
in  the  Las  Vegas  Convention  Center  for  the  five 
days  of  the  crusade.  Average  attendance  for  the 
meetings  was  12,600  persons,  and  more  than  3,100 
came  forward  as  "inquirers"  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Graham's  nightly  invitation  to  accept  Jesus  Christ. 

To  reach  those  who  work  in  the  showrooms  and 
casinos  along  Las  Vegas'  glittering  "Strip,"  Mr. 
Graham  conducted  a  special  meeting,  unique  in 
his  thirty-year  ministry.  Saturday  morning  at 
3:00  a.m.,  he  preached  a  special  message  for  those 
who  work  in  entertainment  and  gambling  and  were 
unable  to  attend  the  regular  crusade  meetings. 
More  than  1,000  people  attended  this  meeting, 
including  singer  Robert  Goulet  and  comedian 
Foster  Brooks. 

When  Mr.  Graham  gave  the  invitation  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ,  forty-three  responded,  including  a 
Moslem  belly  dancer,  three  showgirls,  seven 
cocktail  waitresses,  four  keno  runners,  a  bartender, 
a  crap  dealer,  and  a  homosexual. 

In  addition  to  his  nightly  appearances  at  the 
crusade  meetings  and  the  special  Saturday  morn- 
ing service,  Evangelist  Graham  appeared  on  the 
Mike  Douglas  Show,  taped  a  full  hour  of  the  Phil 
Donahue  Show,  and  granted  a  lengthy  interview 
to  West  German  television. 


March  1978 


23 


hooks 


Living    a    life    wifh    power 

The  Christian  Power  Plan  by  David  Ray   (Word, 
1977,  134  pp.,  $5.95  hardback). 

We  live  in  a  very  confusing  world,  with  all  kinds 
of  pressures  upon  us.  Everyone  seems  to  have  an 
answer  as  to  how  to  live.  Yet  man  feels  powerless 
to  do  anything.  This  helplessness  has  hindered  the 
growth  of  the  Christian.  What  is  the  solution? 

According  to  David  Ray,  "To  a  large  degree,  a 
life  with  power  depends  on  your  developing  the 
spiritual  habit  of  positive  expectation,  which,  in 
essence,  means  that  you  condition  yourself  spirit- 
ually in  such  a  way  as  to  form  the  thought-habit 
of  expecting  a  victorious  outcome  to  your  life 
on  a  day-by-day  basis."  He  uses  ten  chapters  to 
illustrate  his  contention,  dealing  with  such  sub- 
jects as  boredom,  suffering,  loneliness,  and  fear. 
Under  each  chapter  title  is  a  positive  statement 
which  summarizes  how  your  life  can  be  helped  by 
adopting  the  corresponding  positive  mental 
attitude. 

The  author  uses  many  illustrations  from  coun- 
seling experiences  he  has  had  as  a  pastor.  These 
illustrations  keep  the  book  both  interesting  and 
immensely  practical.  I  believe  this  book  is  worth- 
while reading,  especially  for  the  adult  Christian, 
although  it  does  make  periodic  references  to  teen- 
age problems  as  well. 

David  Ray  is  currently  pastor  of  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Jackson,  Miss.  He  has 
written  two  previous  books,  Where  Are  You,  God? 
and  Discoveries  for   Peaceful   Living. 

— Rev.  Stephen  Cole 

Stephen  Cole  is  pastor  of  the  Loree,  Ind.,  Brethren 
Church. 


Reassessing   the    "ugly   American" 

Outposts    of    Love    by    Maria    Anne    Hirschmann 
(Revell,  1976,  220  pp.,  $3.95  paperback). 

Maria  (better  known  as  Hansi)  was  born  in 
Czechoslovakia.  During  World  War  II  she  joined 
with  Hitler's  forces  and  was  taught  by  the  Nazis 
to  hate  the  "ugly  American/' 

Maria  was  captured  and  put  into  a  Communist 
concentration  camp.  She  finally  escaped,  and  in 
1955  she  and  her  family  emigrated  from  West 
Germany  to  the  United  States.  In  the  U.S.  she 
found  that  a  few  Americans — in  fact  only  a  small 
percentage  of  them — are  as  "ugly"  as  she  had  been 
taught  to  believe.  Yet  it  puzzled  her  that  so  many 


American   people  seemed  to   be  so   proud  of  the 
book  The  Ugly  American. 

Outposts  of  Love  was  written  that  we  might 
take  a  look  at  the  other  side  of  Americans.  In  it, 
Maria  tells  of  her  experiences  on  her  last  world 
tour,  as  she  found  Americans  all  around  the  globe 
giving  their  very  life's  blood  to  help  people  have 
a  better  life  and  to  tell  them  of  new  life  in  Christ. 
She  writes,  for  example,  of  American  missionaries 
who,  in  a  Communist  takeover,  choose  to  die  with 
the  people  to  whom  they  have  ministered  rather 
than  leave  them. 

My  heart  was  deeply  touched  as  I  read  of  the 
tremendous  suffering  being  experienced  by  people 
— especially  little  children — in  nations  ravished  by 
war  and  greed.  I  am  proud  to  be  an  American  who 
cares,  loves,  and  gives  to  help  alleviate  some  of 
the  suffering  brought  on  by  Communists,  whose 
goal  is  to  conquer  the  world. 

I  highly  recommend  this  book  to  both  young 
and  old.  Once  you  have  started  reading  it,  you  will 
find  it  very  hard  to  stop  until  you  have  finished 
the  entire  book. 

— Evelyn  Gilmer 

Evelyn  Gilmer  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Herbert  Gilmer, 
pastor  of  the  Ashland  Garber  Brethren  Church. 

Looking    at   life    anew 

A  Way  of  Seeing  by  Edith  Schaeffer  (Revell,  1977, 
255  pp.,  $7.95  hardback). 

The  sixty  short  essays  in  this  book  challenge 
the  reader  to  look  at  life  in  a  new  way.  The  author 
suggests  that  the  reader  use  the  book  to  give  him- 
self or  herself  sixty  short,  refreshing  breaks.  She 
also  suggests  that  this  is  a  book  full  of  seeds  for 
the  reader  to  plant  and  watch  grow. 

Some  of  the  subjects  which  Mrs.  Schaeffer 
covers  are  snobs,  computers,  conversation,  insecur- 
ity, faith,  and  flavored  sawdust.  There  are  many 
more. 

A  Way  of  Seeing  would  be  a  valuable  source 
book  for  anyone  required  to  give  devotional  talks. 
It  provides  both  mental  and  spiritual  food. 

Edith  Schaeffer  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Francis 
Schaeffer  and  cofounder  of  L'Abri  Fellowship,  a 
Christian  community  in  Switzerland.  She  writes 
from  a  wealth  of  personal  experiences  and  travel. 
The  essays  in  this  book  were  originally  published 
in  Christianity  Today. 

— Edith  Rowsey 

Edith  Rowsey  is  a  Reading  Resource  Teacher  at 
Sharpsburg  Elementary   School  in  Sharpsburg,  Md. 


24 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


signal  lights 


written  by 
Alberta  Holsinger 


Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Apollos  the  Preacher 


Because  of  the  preaching  of  Apollos,  many  people  believed 
in  Jesus  Christ. 


Apollos  was  born  to  a  Jewish  family  living  in 
Alexandria,  Egypt.  His  parents  taught  him  the 
Scriptures  and  to  worship  the  true  God. 

The  teachings  of  John  the  Baptist  reached 
Alexandria.  Apollos  heard  the  preacher  say, 
"Repent.  The  Savior  is  coming.  Be  sorry  for  your 
sins  and  ask  God  to  forgive  you.  Be  baptized.  Then 
you  will  be  ready  when  the  Savior  comes." 

"That  is  a  man  of  God  preaching,"  thought 
Apollos.  "That's  what  the  Scriptures  tell  us  to  do. 
I  am  sorry  for  my  sins,  and  I  will  ask  God  to 
forgive   me." 

Apollos  was  baptized  to  show  he  was  sorry  for 
the  wrong  he  did.  Then  he  started  out  to  preach, 
too. 

"Repent!"  he  said.  "The  Savior  is  coming!" 

Now  news  traveled  slowly  in  those  days.  Apollos 
didn't  know  the  Savior  had  already  come. 

In  his  travels  he  crossed  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
to  the  city  of  Ephesus.  He  went  to  the  church 
and  preached  to  the  people. 

"Repent!  The  Savior  is  coming.  Be  ready  for 
Him." 

Priscilla  and  Aquila  heard  him.  "He's  a  great 
preacher,"  said  Aquila,  "but  he  needs  to  know  the 
rest  of  the  story." 

"Yes,  he  does,"  agreed  Priscilla.  "Let's  invite 
him  home  and  tell  him  about  Jesus." 


Readiness  Activities 

1.  You  will  need  styrofoam  cups,  stones,  potting 
soil,  and  flower  seeds. 

2.  Give  each  child  a  cup.  Put  a  layer  of  stones 
in  the  bottom  for  drainage.  Fill  with  soil  and 
plant  seeds  according  to  package  directions. 

3.  Talk  with  the  children  about  the  importance 
of  watering  the  seeds  so  they  will  grow.  Relate 
this  to  the  Bible  story  when  you  tell  it. 


So  Apollos  went  home  with  them  and  learned 
that  the  Savior  had  come.  They  told  him  the  whole 
story  of  Jesus — His  birth  in  Bethlehem,  the  way 
He  helped  people,  His  death  on  the  cross,  His 
coming  to  life  again,  and  His  return  to  heaven. 

"I  believe  Jesus  is  the  Savior  I  have  been  preach- 
ing about,"  said  Apollos.  "From  now  on  I  shall 
tell  the  people  the  Savior  has  come!" 

Soon  afterwards  Apollos  traveled  to  Greece.  He 
talked  with  many  people  about  God.  He  was  able 
to  prove  to  them  that  Jesus  is  the  Savior  they 
were  looking  for. 

Many  believed  and  were  baptized  because  of  the 
preaching  of  Apollos. 

"That  Apollos  is  a  great  preacher,"  said  some. 
"Why,  he  is  even  better  than  Paul!" 

"No,"  disagreed  others.  "He's  good,  but  Paul  is 
greater." 

When  Paul  heard  about  these  arguments,  he 
wrote  to  the  people,  "When  you  quarrel  among 
yourselves  you  are  not  acting  like  Christians. 
Besides,  you  are  all  wrong.  I  am  not  greater. 
Neither  is  Apollos.  We  are  both  servants  of  God. 
I  planted,  Apollos  watered,  but  God  gave  the 
increase." 

Paul  was  trying  to  show  the  people  that  God 
needs  all  His  people  to  work  for  Him  in  their 
own  way. 

Apollos  was  a  good  worker.  He  continued  to 
preach  the  message  God  had  given  him,  saying, 
"Jesus  is  the  Savior.  Accept  Him  now." 

Wherever  Apollos  went,  he  preached  this  mes- 
sage and  people  believed. 

—Based  on  Acts  18:24-28,  I  Corinthians 
3:4-6,    and    Titus    3:13. 

Memory  Scripture: 

I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered;  but  God 
gave  the  increase. 

— I  Corinthians  3:6 
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Home  Missions  Story 


What  Billy  Learned 


What  can  we  do  when  someone  we  love  is  sick?  Billy  found 
out  at  Bible  school  in  a  Home  Mission  church. 


"Hi,  Billy,"  said  five-year-old  Mary,  as  she  rode 
her  tricycle  past  her  friend's  house. 

"Hi,"  said  Billy. 

Mary  rode  to  the  corner.  Then  she  turned 
around  and  rode  back.  At  Billy's  house  she 
stopped. 

"Tomorrow  I'm  going  to  Bible  school,"  she  said. 

"What's  that?"   asked  Billy. 

"That's  where  we  learn  about  Jesus,"  answered 
Mary. 

"I  thought  you  said  you  did  that  at  Sunday 
school,"  said  Billy. 

Mary  nodded  her  head.  "We  do,  but  in  the 
summer  we  go  to  church  every  morning  for  two 
weeks.  That's  called  Bible  school." 

"What  do  you  do?"  Billy  wondered. 

"We  hear  stories  about  Jesus.  We  sing  and  we 
play  games  and  we  make  things,"  said  Mary. 
"And  we  have  cookies,  too." 

"That  sounds  like  fun,"  said  Billy. 

Mary  laughed.  "It  is!  Want  to  go  with  me?" 

"Can   I?"   asked   Billy. 

"Sure,"   said  Mary. 

"I'll  ask  Mom  now,"  said  Billy,  and  he  ran  into 
the  house. 

Mary  rode  her  tricycle  up  and  down  the  drive. 
Soon  Billy  came  out  of  the  house. 

"I  can  go,"  he  said.  "Mom's  calling  your  Mom. 

So  the  next  morning  Billy  went  to  Bible  school 
with  Mary.  He  heard  stories,  sang  songs,  played 
games,  made  things,  and  ate  cookies.  It  was  fun. 

Story  time  was  his  favorite  part  of  the  morning. 
Mrs.  Brown  told  stories  he  had  never  heard  before. 

One  day  Mrs.  Brown  told  the  story  of  Hannah, 
who  wanted  a  son  very  much.  She  prayed  and 
God  sent  her  baby  Samuel. 

Mrs.  Brown  talked  about  sick  people  in  the 
Bible  who  were  made  well  when  someone  prayed. 
She  told  them  of  her  friends  who  had  many  prob- 
lems. Prayer  helped  solve  their  problems. 

"Remember,  children,"  she  said,  "we  can  talk 
with  God  about  anything,  anytime.  He  will  hear 
our  prayer  and  answer  it." 

Billy  was  very  quiet  in  the  car  going  home 
from  Bible  school.  He  was  thinking  about  prayer. 
"God  is  never  too  busy  or  too  tired,"  he  thought. 
"He  always  listens  to  us." 

Later  that  day  the  phone  rang.  Mother  answered 
it,  talked  a  short  time,  and  then  hung  up. 

"Billy,"  she  said,  "that  was  Uncle  Joe.  He  just 
took  Grandma  to  the  hospital.  She's  very  sick. 
We  will  want  to  do  all  we  can  to  help." 

"I  know  what  we  can  do,"  said  Billy.  "We  can 


pray.  We  learned  about  prayer  in  Bible  school 
this  morning.  Mrs.  Brown  said  we  can  pray  any- 
time and  God  will  hear  us." 

Billy  put  aside  the  toy  car  he  had  been  playing 
with,  folded  his  hands,  and  prayed,  "Dear  God,  I 
love  Grandma  very  much.  Please  make  her  better. 
Amen." 

Then  Billy  said,  "God  heard  my  prayer.  Grandma 
will  get  better." 

Billy's  prayer  was  answered.  Grandma  did  get 
better. 

Until  that  summer  in  Bible  school,  Billy  did  not 
attend  church.  His  parents  were  not  believers.  If 
a  Brethren  Home  Mission  church  had  not  been  in 
Billy's  neighborhood,  he  might  never  have  learned 
of  Jesus  and  the  wonderful  God  who  hears  and 
answers  prayer. 

(Based  on  a  true  incident  told  to  the  Signal  Lights 
editor  by  Rev.  Ronald  L.  Waters  while  he  was  pastor 
at  Massillon,   Ohio.) 


True  or  False? 

Read  Acts  9  (or  have  someone  read  it  with  you). 

Now  read  the  sentences  below  and  decide  if 
each  one  is  true  or  false.  Then  circle  the  letter  by 
the  sentence   under  true  or  false 


1.  Saul  wanted  to  go  to  Damascus. 

2.  He  traveled  alone. 

3.  He  saw  a  bright  light  and 

heard  a  voice. 

4.  His  friends  heard  a  voice. 

5.  Saul   was   blind. 

6.  God  sent  Ananias  to  Saul. 

7.  Saul  was  always  blind. 

8.  Saul  was  baptized. 


When  you  have  answered  each  question,  write 
the  letter  you  circled  on  the  line  below  above  the 
correct  number.  They  will  give  you  the  answer  to 
this  question:  Who  did  Saul  preach  that  Christ 
is? 
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finally,  brethren 

.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  youi 


Resurrection  Hope 

Some   thoughts   on   the    resurrection 
from   the   pen   of  the   Apostle    Paul. 

Now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead, 

and  become  the  firstfruits  of  them  that  slept. 

For  since  by  man  came  death, 

by  man  came  also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 

even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive. 

But  every  man  in  his  own  order: 
Christ  the  firstfruits; 

afterward  they  that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming. 

For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again, 

even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him. 

For  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel, 
and  with  the  trump  of  God: 

And  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first: 

Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain 

shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds, 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air: 

And  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 
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Sharing 

God's  Love! 


"There's  a  big  wide  world  out  there," 
so  the  saying  goes. 

But  it's  a  world  with  many  needs  .  . . 
especially   spiritual   needs. 

Jesus'  final  commission  to  his  follow- 
ers was  to  reach  out  to  "all  the  world 
and   preach  the  gospel." 

We  can't  all  go  to  another  country, 
but  we  can  all  share  in  the  vital  task 
of   World    Missions. 

And  we'll  each  be  blessed  as  we 
join  our  seven  missionary  families  on 
five  fields — joining  them  in  prayer  and 
through  giving  our  financial  resources 
to    support   their   work. 

1978  Minimum  Need 
for  World  Missions 

$290,000 

Won't  you  help 

share  God's  love 

with  a  needy  world? 

MISSIONARY  BOARD 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

530  COLLEGE  AVE. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 


The  Brethren  Church . . . 

sharing  God's  love 

through  Brethren 

missionaries! 
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contact 


. .  keeping  Brethren  in  touch! 


Doris  Smith  uses  her  teaching  "magic"  to  help  a  student  improve 
her   reading  ability. 


Doris  Smith:  in  her  survival  room 


IN  MANSFIELD,  OHIO,  Doris 
Smith  sits,  head  resting  on  the 
table  in  the  "survival  room"  of 
her  reading  lab  in  John  Simpson 
Junior  High  School.  That  room 
is  her  place  of  retreat,  her 
prayer  closet.  Exhausted  after 
an  especially  hectic  day  with 
the  troubled  students  she  teach- 
es, Doris  prays. 

"Lord,  is  it  possible?  I'm  so 
tired.  And  I've  tried  every  way 
I  can  to  reach  these  students. 
What  can  I  do  to  motivate 
them?" 

She   reaches   for   the   blanket 


by  Jean   Lersch 

she  keeps  on  a  shelf  and  spreads 
it  on  the  floor.  There  in  the 
room  without  windows  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  old  school 
she  stretches  out  to  wait  for 
renewed  strength  for  her  body 
and  soul.  She  closes  her  eyes 
and  reflects  on  the  day. 

Freddie    immediately    returns 


in  her  thoughts.  Troubled,  hy- 
peractive, irritating  Freddie. 
The    scene    returns. 

"Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Smith,  you 
gotta  help  me.  I  can't  do  it." 

She  had  been  busy  helping 
another  student  who  was  trying 
to  learn  sight  words,  those 
necessary  little  conjunctions, 
prepositions,  and  articles  that 
don't  follow  phonetic  rules. 

"Just  a  minute,  Freddie.  You 
get  started,  and  I'll  be  right 
with  you." 

But  Freddie  wouldn't  wait.  He 
had  spent  the  entire  period 
"Mrs.  Smithing"  to  rob  her 
attention  for  himself.  Yet  when 
she  did  help  him,  he  wouldn't 
stay  with  his  tasks.  He  had 
been  impossible. 

And  Janet  lost  her  folder. 
Then  Freddie  accused  Brad  of 
stealing  the  radish  he  had 
planted  and  that  started  a  fight. 
The  period  had  been  a  disaster. 

Doris  Smith  works  every 
school  day  to  motivate  students 
who  have  failed.  These  seventh 
graders  climb  the  stairs  to  the 
second  floor  reading  lab  because 
they  cannot  cope  with  printed 
words.  They  cannot  read  assign- 
ments in  their  classes  so  are 
sent  to  Doris  for  help. 

In  three  rooms  at  the  top  of 
the  stairs  Doris  has  created 
color  and  magic  to  entice  these 
students,  who  think  they  can't, 
to  try  again.  Individual  study 
carrels  entitled  "Machines  and 
Mechanics,"  "Sports  of  Course," 
"Drag  Racing  and  CB's,"  "Silly 
Seams  and  Kitchen  Kapers," 
"Weather  Station,"  and  "Elec- 
tric Shockers"  pique  the  troub- 
led  adolescents'    curiosity.    And 

(continued  on  page  4) 


We  welcome  your  suggestions  of  individuals  we  might  feature  in 
this  column.  Send  the  person's  name  and  a  statement  of  why  you  think 
they  should  be  included  in  a  future  column  to  Contact,  in  care  of  the 
Brethren   Evangelist. 
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Spring  again  brings  a  renewed 
awareness  of  the  new  life  that 
is  ours  in  Christ.  Why  not  tell 
someone  about  it  today! 
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(continued  from  page  2) 

when  they  take  a  closer  look  at 
the  work  outlined  in  those 
carrels,  they  often  discover  with 
relief,  "I  can  do  it!" 

Each  child,  handicapped  in 
reading  because  of  emotional 
disturbances,  poor  teaching 
methods,  poor  eyesight,  faulty 
hearing,  poor  diet,  or  overstim- 
ulation in  today's  society  with 
media  and  entertainment  bom- 
bardment, is  diagnosed  by  Mrs. 
Smith.  She  then  prepares  speci- 
fic programs  of  learning  to 
remediate  the  child's  deficien- 
cies. And  each  program  includes 
not  only  a  prescription  for 
building  a  foundation  in  phonics 
to  help  that  youngster  analyze 
and  decode  hitherto  strange 
words.  But  since  the  children 
have  tried  and  failed  before, 
Mrs.  Smith  must  wave  her  teach- 
er wand  over  the  materials  she 
prepares  to  change  "work-shoe" 
exercises  encountered  before  in- 
to magic  slippers. 

So  the  youngsters  who  have 
failed  climb  the  stairs  to  be 
greeted  at  the  top  by  Mrs.  Smith 
holding  a  black  doctor  bag  full 
of  remedies  to  help  her  ailing 
readers.  Other  remedies  are 
found  in  the  first  room  of  the 
lab  where  the  students  can  prac- 
tice their  health  vocabulary  by 
sticking  gummed  labels  onto  a 
skeleton  named  "Boney  Benny." 
Or  match  geometric  shapes  with 
their  names  on  an  electric  game 
board  that  lights  up  when  the 
correct  answer  is  selected. 

Another  incentive  for  the 
children  is  the  second  room  in 
the  lab  called  "The  Cozy 
Corner."  There  they  can  sit  by 
a  fireplace  Doris  has  created  out 
of  a  used  dishwasher  carton 
covered  with  contact  paper 
bricks.  A  revolving  amber  light 
inside  gives  the  "corner"  a 
homelike  glow  —  something 
many  of  her  pupils  find  only 
in  this  place. 

There  reading  materials  of  all 


kinds  await  the  students:  paper- 
back books,  comic  books,  illus- 
trated classics,  picture  diction- 
aries, religious  tracts,  plays, 
newspapers,  even  advertising 
flyers.  And  when  a  student  reads 
any  one  of  these,  he  or  she  may 
color  in  a  gold  coin  at  the  bottom 
of  the  personal  work  folder 
carried  throughout  the  period. 
The  gold  coins  are  pictured 
bulging  from  a  pot-of-gold  under 
a  rainbow  whose  arcs  label 
opportunities  for  learning  in  the 
reading  lab. 

But  then  a  Freddie  comes  to 
her  who  seems  to  be  impossible 
to  motivate  and  in  his  own  frus- 
tration seems  to  take  the  other 
students  off  their  learning 
courses. 

Most  students  do  stay  on 
course  to  learn  the  tricks  Doris 
provides  and  to  practice  exer- 
cises which  build  the  necessary 
reading  skills.  The  survival 
room  where  Doris  goes  for 
prayer  each  day  after  the  stu- 
dents leave  is  also  furnished 
with  functional  reading  ma- 
terials. When  the  youngsters 
have  progressed  through  the 
first  two  rooms  of  the  lab  and 
have  their  foundation  in  pho- 
nics, they  move  into  the  survival 
room  where  they  use  realistic 
materials.  Application  blanks  to 
fill  out,  doctor's  instructions  to 
read,  grocery  ads  to  analyze, 
road  signs  to  learn — these  are 
some  of  the  materials  Doris  has 


gathered  for  the  students  in  the 
survival  room.  The  sort  of  read- 
ing everyone  uses  regularly. 

And  since  this  third  room  has 
no  windows,  Doris  can  retreat 
to  her  "closet"  to  pray  for 
strength.  As  she  lies  on  the 
floor  reflecting  on  her  disas- 
trous day,  she  feels  the  fatigue 
and  frustration  drain  away.  Her 
mind  begins  to  clear.  This  place 
is  no  "green  pasture,"  but  her 
soul  is  slowly  being  restored. 

Then  she  opens  her  eyes  to 
an  idea.  "I  know  what  I'll  do. 
Freddie  mentioned  to  me  that 
he  likes  to  watch  'Mission  Im- 
possible' reruns  on  television. 
I'll  prepare  a  special  tape  record- 
ing for  him  tomorrow.  That  will 
get  him  going  while  I  work  with 
the  others.  I  think  he  can  sit 
still  listening  for  about  ten 
minutes  if  I  make  the  tape 
interesting." 

Doris  gets  up,  folds  the 
blanket,  and  walks  to  her  type- 
writer. She  inserts  a  fresh  sheet 
of  paper  and  begins  typing  her 
tape    script: 

"This  is  Agent  Smith.  In  thirty 
seconds  this  tape  will  self- 
instruct.  . . ."  Her  fatigue  is  for- 
gotten. A  new  idea  has  emerged 
to  help  with  Freddie.  She  refuses 
to  give  up  on  him  or  any  of 
these  children  who  have  failed. 
And  the  survival  room,  her 
prayer  closet,  helps  her  survive 
and  gives  her  new  vitality  each 
day. 


Editor's  Note — Mrs.  Smith  told  us  of  the  spiritual  growth  taking 
place  at  John  Simpson  Junior  High.  Several  teachers  felt  the  school 
needed  a  Bible  club.  So  they  prayed  about  it  and  were  allowed  to  start 
such  a  club.  It  meets  during  the  regular  seventh  period  activity  period. 
Attendance  is  comparable  to  that  of  other  clubs  in  the  school  and  con- 
tinues to   grow. 

Five  teachers  take  turns  leading  the  club,  using  choral  readings,  Bible 
verse  memory  games,  outside  speakers,  and  other  activities  to  help  the 
students  learn  about  the  Bible. 

She  also  noted  a  new  spiritual  awareness  among  teachers. 

"The  spiritual  growth  at  John  Simpson  has  been  a  direct  result  of 
the  time  many  have  spent  on  their  knees,"  she  said. 
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In  "the  Cozy  Corner"  (above)  children  find  a  comfortable  retreat 
in  which  to  read.  The  child  at  left  listens  to  a  weather  report,  then 
will  fill  in  information  on  a  printed  report.  Below  a  student  looks 
through  a  "Bag  of  Tricks"  for  articles  the  magic  H  will  help  him 
pronounce. 
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Ohio's  Newest 
Brethren  Church 


Dick  Winfield   relates  the  beginnings  of  the  Medina   Bible 
Fellowship. 


"YV  7HY  are  those  cars  in  front  of  the 

W  Y?"  said  Mr.  Mede,  as  he  and  his 
wife  and  two  children  were  passing  the 
Medina,  Ohio,  YM-YWCA  one  Sunday 
morning  in  February. 

"Well  I  see  some  joggers  coming  back 
from  their  morning  run,"  said  Mrs.  Mede. 
"The  cars  are  probably  theirs." 

"But  look,"  said  ten-year-old  Sue,  one  of 
the  Mede's  two  children,  "some  of  the  people 
are  dressed  up.  They  have  their  Sunday 
clothes  on.  What  do  you  suppose  they  are 
doing  at  the  Y  on  Sunday  morning?" 

"Look  at  that  sign,"  said  Mr.  Mede, 
pointing  to  a  cardboard  sign  placed  over  the 
YMCA  signboard.  "It  says,  'Medina  Bible 
Fellowship  meeting  at  9:30  a.m.'  " 

"Oh,  yes,"  said  Mrs.  Mede.  "I  remember 
seaing  something  about  that  in  the  paper 
yesterday.  They  are  starting  a  new  Bible 
fellowship  here  in  Medina,  with  an  emphasis 
on  studying  God's  word." 

"Let's  stop  in  and  see  what  it's  all  about," 
said  Mr.  Mede.  "Perhaps  this  is  what  we've 
bsen  looking  for." 

By  this  time  John  Mede  had  already 
passed  the  Y  entrance,  but  he  turned  the 
car  around  and  drove  back. 

The  Mede  family  had  been  on  their  way 
to  First  Church  in  Medina  for  Sunday 
morning  services.  Since  moving  to  Medina 
8  months  before,  the  Medes  had  visited 
various    churches   in   town   and   had   baen 


Dick     Winfield    is    editorial    assistant    for    the 
Brethren  Evangelist. 


attending  First  Church  for  a  number  of 
Sundays.  But  they  weren't  completely  satis- 
fied there. 

For  one  thing,  it  wasn't  a  warm  and 
friendly  church.  They  had  attended  at  least 
8  times,  yet  they  didn't  feel  that  they 
really  knew  anyone  in  the  church. 

For  another  thing,  First  Church  didn't 
put  enough  emphasis  on  Bible  study  and 
on  finding  answers  to  life's  problems  in 
the  word  of  God. 

It  was  9:20  when  the  Medes  walked  into 
the  Medina  Y.  As  they  entered  they  were 
met  by  Richard  Allison  and  his  wife  Emily, 
who  welcomed  them  and  chatted  warmly 
with  them  for  a  few  minutes. 

Continuing  on  into  the  carpeted  lounge 
area  of  the  Y,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mede  saw  chairs 
arranged  in  a  semi-circle  and  15  to  20 
people  seated  on  them.  As  they  joined  the 
group,  they  were  greeted  by  the  various 
people.  One  of  the  families  began  talking 
with  them,  and  in  the  course  of  the  conver- 
sation the  two  families  discovered  that  they 
were  nearly  neighbors — living  on  adjoining 
streets  in  the  same  subdivision  of  Medina. 

The  worship  service,  which  began  at  9:30, 
was  informal  but  worshipful,  with  an  em- 
phasis on  worshiping  God  in  fellowship  with 
one  another.  During  the  prayer-time,  for 
example,  Rev.  Allison  encouraged  the  peo- 
ple to  form  small  groups,  share  any  prayer 
concerns  with  one  another,  and  then  join 
hands  as  they  prayed  together. 

The  sermon  from  John  chapter  2 — the 
third  message  in  a  series  from  John's  Gos- 
pel— was  Bible  centered.  Rev.  Allison  not 
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The  sofas  in  the   Y  lounge  provide 
an  informal  setting  for  the  adult 
Sunday  school  class  of  the  Medina 
Bible  Fellowship. 


only  explained  the  message  of  Jesus'  first 
miracle,  but  related  this  miracle  to  the  other 
"signs"  in  John's  Gospel  and  to  the  message 
of  the  entire  book. 

Following  the  hour  of  worship,  the  group 
divided  up  for  Sunday  school  classes.  The 
Medes  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  find 
that  the  small  group  had  made  provisions 
for  the  children  to  meet  in  separate  classes. 
The  Mede's  son  Tommy  joined  the  pre- 
school class  taught  by  Bob  Upham,  an  AC 
Seminary  student,  and  his  fiancee',  Lois 
Hallman.  Daughter  Sue  went  to  the  class  for 
elementary  aged  children,  where  Joan 
Holsinger  from  Ashland  was  the  teacher. 

No  children  of  junior  or  senior  high  age 
were  present,  but  just  in  case  some  should 
come,  Dan  DeVeny  was  prepared  to  teach 
them,  too.  The  Medes  took  note  of  this, 
for  they  had  some  friends  with  older  chil- 
dren who  might  be  interested  in  attending 
the  Bible  fellowship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mede  moved  with  the  other 
adults  to  the  couches  in  the  lounge  for  their 
Sunday  school  class.  They  were  led  in  a 
study  of  Philippians  by  Dick  Winfield.  The 
class  was  encouraged  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  of  Philippians,  and  most  did — 
including  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mede. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Sunday  school 
hour,  no  one  seemed  in  a  hurry  to  leave. 
Everyone  took  time  to  chat  and  to  get 
better  acauainted. 

After  15  minutes  or  so  of  visiting  with 
the  others,  the  Medes  put  on  their  coats 
and  went  to  their  car.  As  they  pulled  out  of 
the  Y  parking  lot,  Mr.  Mede  commented, 


"You  know,  I  really  felt  welcome  here  to- 
day. Let's  plan  to  come  back  again  next 
Sunday."  Mrs.  Mede  and  the  children  all 
agreed. 

The  Medes  are  not  a  real  family,  but  their 
experiences  at  the  Medina  Bible  Fellow- 
ship are  not  fiction.  They  are  based  on 
the  experiences  of  the  real  families  who 
have  been  attending  the  Sunday  morning 
services. 

Yes,  there  is  a  Medina  Bible  Fellowship. 
It  does  provide  fellowship  and  Bible  study. 
People  are  made  to  feel  welcome.  Rev. 
Allison  has  been  bringing  Bible-centered 
messages  on  the  Gospel  of  John.  And  there 
are  Sunday  school  classes  for  the  various 
age  groups. 

The  Medes  came  to  the  services  because 
they  saw  the  sign  and  a  newspaper  adver- 
tisement. The  real  families  learned  about 
the  Medina  Bible  Fellowship  from  news- 
paper advertising,  through  personal  con- 
tacts by  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer  and  Rev.  Larry 
Bolinger,  or  through  the  Thursday  night 
Bible  studies  held  since  November. 

Like  the  Medes,  some  of  the  families  have 
come  because  they  failed  to  find  a  friendly, 
Bible-centered  church  in  Medina.  In  fact, 
at  least  two  of  the  families  had  been  driving 
to  Akron  to  attend  a  church  there.  And  like 
the  Medes,  some  families  came  once  and 
decided  to  come  back  again. 

As  you  read  the  account  of  the  Mede 
family,  perhaps  some  questions  came  to 
your  mind. 

First,  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  Medina 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Bible  Fellowship?  It  is  another  step  in  an 
attempt  to  establish  a  Brethren  church  in 
Medina.  It  is  the  seed  from  which,  it  is 
hoped,  a  new  church  will  grow. 

Why  is  a  new  church  being  started? 
Church  planting  is  the  command  of  Christ. 
New  churches  are  a  means  of  reaching  the 
unreached  for  Christ  and  of  providing  a 
church  home  for  people  moving  into  new 
developments.  The  Ohio  District  Mission 
Board  has  set  a  goal  of  two  new  Brethren 
churches  in  Ohio  by  March  1982. 

Why  Medma?  A  1976  population  study 
showed  that  Medina  County  is  the  second 
fastest  growing  county  in  Ohio.  A  commun- 
ity profile  survey  conducted  by  the  Ohio 
District  Mission  Board  in  July  1977  revealed 
that   Medina   is  a  receptive   community. 

Who  is  sponsoring  the  Medina  Bible 
Fellowship?  It  is  sponsored  by  the  Ohio 
District  Mission  Board,  using  guidelines 
developed  by  the  national  Missionary  Board. 
The  Ohio  Board  is  coordinating  its  work 
with  the  national  Director  of  Home 
Missions. 

How  did  the  Medina  Bible  Fellowship 
begin?  The  first  step  was  a  Thursday 
night  Bible  Discovery  Group  started  in 
November  and  led  by  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer. 
The  Thursday  night  group  continues  to 
meet  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Coode  of  Medina. 

When  did  the  Sunday  morning  services 


begin   and  what  has   been  the  response? 

Sunday  morning  services  began  on  February 
5  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Richard 
Allison.  Attendance  has  ranged  from  16  to 
over  30,  including  those  coming  from  Ash- 
land. Four  Medina  families  have  been 
attending  regularly  and  three  other  fam- 
ilies have  attended  one  or  more  times. 

What  is  the  next  step?  Rev.  Allison 
agreed  to  lead  the  Sunday  morning  services 
on  a  temporary  basis  only.  The  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Mission  Board  has  set  a  goal  of  having 
a  full-time  pastor  for  Medina  by  July  1, 
1978. 

How  is  this  church  planting  effort  being 
supported?  During  the  September  1977 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  District  Conference,  a 
decision  was  made  to  increase  the  allotment 
of  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board  by  $5.00 
from  every  Brethren  church  member  in  the 
Ohio  Conference.  Some  support  is  also 
available  from  the  national  Missionary 
Board,  but  most  of  the  support  must  come 
from   Ohio   Brethren. 

What  is  the  outlook  for  the  future?  The 
Medina  Bible  Fellowship  is  off  to  a  good 
start.  The  response  thus  far  has  been  very 
encouraging.  With  the  prayer  support  of 
all  Brethren  people,  the  faithful  financial 
support  of  the  Brethren  in  Ohio,  and  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  the  work,  a  new 
Brethren  church  in  Medina  will  become 
a  reality.  □ 
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Thank  you  so  much  for  the  very  nice  setting 
you  furnished  for  my  poem  "God's  Paintbrush" 
in  the  January  issue.  The  setting  is  so  attractive 
the  reader  would  read  to  find  out  what  it  was 
all  about.  Thank  you  again. 

— Mrs.  Delia  Davis 
Sarasota,   Fla. 


I've  been  meaning  to  compliment  your  many 
improvements  in  content  and  style  in  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  for  quite  some  time — but  am  just  now 
getting  around  to  it. 

I  appreciate  your  efforts  both  as  a  First 
Brethren  member  and  as  a  student  of  journalism 
at   Wheaton   College   Graduate   School. 

No  ill  feelings  here  toward  our  denomination, 
but  it's  nice  to  see  a  denominational  publication 
that  isn't  dedicated  to  blowing  the  parent  organ- 
ization's own  horn.  We  readers  can  benefit  from 
articles  that  help  us  in  our  daily  spiritual  walk — 
we  don't  have  to  be  continually  reinforced  that 
our  church  body  is  going  and  growing.  Thanks 
for  doing  this. 

And  the  looks  of  the  magazine  are  much  cleaner. 
Good  luck  in  your  future  efforts. 

— John   D.   Maust 
Wheaton,   111. 


Please  renew  my  subscription  to  the  Brethren 
Evangelist.  Enclosed  is  a  check  for  $6.25.  to  cover 
cost  for  one  year. 

The  magazine  is  attractive,  and  greatly 
improved. 

— Mrs.  Joseph  Fox 
Hartville,   Ohio 


Please  Pass  the  Salt. 

We  enjoyed  it  so  much  and  look  for  each 
month's  edition  of  a  good  paper.  More  "power" 
to   Al   Shifflett. 

— Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  Harman 
McGaheysville,  Va. 
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Loree: 
a 

Mission- 
Minded 
Church 

Stephen   Cole   describes 
this   church's   unique 
approach   to   raising 
money  for  missions. 


Stephen   Cole  is  pastor  of  the  Loree  Brethren 
Church. 


THE  Loree  Brethren  Church  is  located 
eight  miles  south  of  Peru,  Indiana,  in 
the  middle  of  rich  corn  and  soybean  fields. 
There  is  nothing  about  the  building  to 
suggest  that  this  church  is  any  different 
from  any  other  country  church.  Yet  there 
is  a  difference.  This  church  is  different 
because  of  its  family  atmosphere  and  its 
family  participation  in  church  activities. 
The  church's  uniqueness  is  also  expressed 
in  its  approach  to  raising  money  for 
missions. 

In  1967  the  church  decided  it  needed  to 
support  a  missionary.  Because  of  the  many 
farmers  in  the  church  it  was  decided  that 
the  best  way  to  raise  money  would  be  to 
gather  a  special  offering  the  first  Sunday 
in  December,  after  the  crops  were  harvested. 

That  first  year  $2000.00  was  collected. 
Part  went  to  support  Prasantha  Kumar. 

During  the  years  to  follow,  as  interest 
in  missions  increased,  the  church  decided 
to  give  a  scholarship  to  Prasantha's  broth- 
er, Vijay  Kumar,  in  order  for  him  to  come 
to  the  United  States  and  attend  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  When  Vijay  grad- 
uated from  seminary  in  1974,  the  support 
continued ;  and  it  grew  when  Vijay  married 
Dr.  Sujata  Kumar.  The  1975  total  for 
missions  was  $7,350.00. 

As  the  support  grew,  so  did  the  ways  to 
raise  that  support.  Throughout  the  year  the 
various  Sunday  school  classes  and  church 
organizations  have  fund-raising  projects 
specifically  for  the  December  missions  in- 
gathering. Classes  have  chili  suppers  and 
roller-skating  parties,  sell  cookbooks,  and 
even  sell  bricks  for  missions.  The  BYC  had 
a  24-hour  rock-a-thon  and  a  paper  drive. 

The  1977  December  4th  ingathering  for 
missions  brought  in  $10,485.86.  This  ex- 
ceeded the  1976  ingathering  by  over 
$1800.00.  In  addition  the  church  gave 
$1450.00  from  its  annual  budget  for  mis- 
sions. Therefore,  in  ten  years  the  annual 
mission  support  has  gone  from  $2000.00  to 
$11,953.86,  an  increase  of  almost  $10,000. 

The  church  still  sees  a  need  for  missions, 
and  we  know  that  God  has  blessed  us  and 
given  us  an  ability  to  give. 

One  final  note  should  be  added.  As  mis- 
sions giving  has  increased,  so  has  the  giving 
for  the  church  budget  and  for  Sunday 
school.  The  church  finished  in  the  black  in 
both  of  these  ministries. 

Truly  God  has  shown  us  that  as  our 
concern  for  others  increases,  His  blessings 
upon  us  increase  as  well.  The  love  and  care 
shown  by  the  Loree  congregation  have 
given  this  church  a  reputation  for  having 
a  unique  family  ministry  and  for  being 
"the  family  of  God."  □ 
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world  relief 


Extending  the  Hand  of  Christ 


Haiti 


he  Uphill  Struggle  to  Survive 


Lillian  H.  Graffam  reports  on  Christians  in  Haiti  who  are 
discovering  they  can  bring  change  by  working  together. 


ONLY  four  days  ago  she  was  sitting 
there  on  the  step  talking  to  us.  Now 
she  is  gone!"  They  wailed  in  grief  and  dis- 
belief as  they  looked  at  the  beautiful  but 
lifeless  fifteen-year-old. 

Why  did  she  die?  Because  she  lived  in 
the  Haiti  mountains,  where  there  was  no 
doctor,  no  hospital — not  even  a  simple  clinic. 
Government  hospitals  were  too  far  away 
in  the  cities. 

Lack  of  health  services  is  only  one  of 
the  problems.  Haitian  life  is  a  constant 
uphill  struggle  just  to  survive.  Fifty  per- 
cent of  their  babies  die,  mostly  from  mal- 
nutrition. Food  shortages,  worsened  by 
three  years  of  severe  drought,  aggravate 
the  pitiful  condition  of  the  undernourished 
who  subsist  on  only  700  calories  a  day 
(starvation   level).   The  water  table  is  so 


Through  this  article  we  are  able  to  gain  increased 
understanding  of  what  we  Brethren  (through  the 
World  Relief  Commission)  are  helping  Dr.  Noel 
and  CEEH  accomplish  in  Haiti.  Updated  reports 
indicate  that  10,000  children  are  in  the  school  feed- 
ing program   now. 

WRC  sent  about  $155,000  to  these  programs  in 
Haiti  in  1977;  with  another  $155,000  minimum 
designated  for  1978. 

Mrs.  Graffam,  the  author  of  this  article,  is  a 
WRC   staff  and  free-lance   writer. 


low  that  at  one  well  site  500  feet  of  digging 
did  not  yield  a  bit  of  water. 

flliteracy  (85  percent)  is  perhaps  the 
main  reason  people  remain  trapped  in  pov- 
erty. There  is  80  percent  unemployment 
(compared  to  7  percent  in  the  USA).  The 
average  annual  rural  wage  is  $70. 

These  people  have  very  little  going  for 
them,  and  obviously  they  cannot  reach  their 
full  potential  when  they  are  poor  and 
hungry.  But  in  a  surprising  way,  their  pov- 
erty has  not  degraded  them.  They  are  dig- 
nified, polite,  patient,  and  enterprising  in  a 
simple,  unhurried  way. 

Many  have  adopted  the  fatalistic  attitude 
that  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  personally 
responsible  for  the  condition  they  are  in, 
there  is  nothing  they  can  do  to  change  it. 
This  probably  dates  back  to  their  history 
as  slaves  imported  by  the  French. 

Missionaries  have  met  the  fatalism  and 
superstition  of  voodooism  with  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  making  their  witness  practical 
by  improving  the  lot  of  the  people  through 
schools  and  clinics.  Gradually  the  nationals, 
particularly  the  Christians,  began  to  see 
that  they  could  change  things  if  they 
worked  together. 

So  in  1965  thirteen  mission  and  church 
councils  united  and  formed  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Churches  of  Haiti  (CEEH). 
Their    purpose    was   to    provide    a   united 
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Christians  in  Haiti,  that  little  Caribbean  country  with 
sparkling  beaches,  blue  waters,  and  towering  moun- 
tains, are  realistic  about  their  problems;  by  hard  work 
and  with  the  help  of  the  Lord,  they  are  finding 
solutions." 


gospel  witness  and  to  coordinate  use  of 
funds  received  for  relief  and  development 
from  Haitians  and  from  out-of-country 
churches,  missions,  and  relief  organizations. 
CEEH  is  recognized  by  the  government  as 
the  evangelical  voice  of  Haiti. 

Their  first  leader,  and  now  full-time 
secretary  general,  was  the  Rev.  Claude 
Noel,  then  pastor  of  a  thriving  church  in 
Port-au-Prince,  Haiti's  capital.  He  had  to 
face  and  overcome  many  problems  before 
the  Lord  put  him  into  a  place  of  leadership. 

He  nearly  died  from  malnutrition  when 
he  was  a  baby.  He  was  often  hungry  and 
sick  when  he  attended  the  mission  schools. 
The  missionary  kept  encouraging  him,  how- 
ever, to  get  an  education  as  the  only  way 
out  of  the  poverty  into  which  he  was  born. 

At  17  he  accepted  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior  and  enrolled  in  a  mission  Bible 
school.  His  father  was  so  displeased  that 
Claude  was  not  going  to  carry  on  the  fam- 
ily's saddle-making  business  that  he  cut 
off  all  help — financial  and  emotional. 

Bible  school  was  followed  by  four  years 
of  difficult  pioneering  by  faith.  Hungry  and 
alone,  he  brought  the  gospel  to  the  moun- 
tain people.  He  says,  "The  gospel  was  not 
a  popular  thing  in  Haiti  in  those  days." 
He  was  often  rejected.  His  diet  on  the  trail 


consisted  mostly  of  bread  moistened  with 
a  little  sugar-water. 

Since  he  felt  inadequately  trained,  he 
took  the  big  step  of  studying  in  the  USA. 
Here,  too,  he  had  to  walk  by  faith.  He 
graduated  from  Barrington  College,  Bar- 
rington,  Rhode  Island,  which  later  recog- 
nized his  diligence  and  leadership  by  con- 
ferring on  him  a  doctor  of  divinity  degree. 
The  "home  town  boy  made  good,"  the  shy, 
hungry  city  kid  became  the  esteemed  Dr. 
Noel.  His  country,  pleased  with  CEEH, 
recently  knighted  him  into  the  National 
Order  of  Work. 

As  he  was  growing  up,  pioneering,  and 
pastoring,  he  experienced  the  many  prob- 
lems he  is  now  trying  to  help  his  fellow 
Haitians  overcome.  He  wants  the  people 
to  become  self-sufficient  wherever  possible, 
taking  responsible  leadership  so  the  Lord's 
work  would  continue  even  if  there  were  no 
foreign  missionaries  present. 

What  is  CEEH  doing  about  some  of  the 
problems?  Take  the  problem  of  the  15-year- 
old  who  died  because  there  was  no  medical 
aid.  To  prevent  this  happening  again  in 
that  area,  CEEH  opened  a  simple  one-room 
clinic  serviced  by  Christian  Haitian  doctors. 
This  has  outgrown  its  capacity.  A  modern, 
well-equipped    building    is    being    built    in 


At  left,  all  that  remains  of  a  home  after  fire  destroyed  a  village  in  Haiti.  At  right,  WRC  assists  work 
on  a  clinic  project.  The  local  community  contributes  land,  sand,  rocks,  and  unskilled  labor  for  the  project. 


April  1978 


11 


which  Haitians  will  be  better  able  to  ad- 
minister preventive  and  curative  medicine. 

Another  serious  obstacle  to  a  better  life 
is  the  basic  one  of  illiteracy,  which  not  only 
locks  the  people  into  poverty  but  hinders 
spiritual  growth  and  discipling  of  believers. 
"Imagine  yourself  pastoring  a  church  where 
85%  are  illiterate,"  suggests  Dr.  Noel. 
"Schools  are  the  cradle  of  future  church 
members." 

CEEH  members  conduct  many  primary 
schools  in  their  churches  in  cities  and 
scattered  through  the  hills.  There  are  also 
craft  and  vocational  schools  where  students 
learn  how  to  make  salable  articles  out  of 
local  materials  and  how  to  market  those 
items  at  home  and  abroad.  Students  learn 
and  earn  at  the  same  time. 

Another  form  of  education,  for  pastoral 
leadership  development,  is  theological  edu- 
cation by  extension  in  rural  Bible  schools. 

Christian  education  of  the  public  is  pro- 
moted through  a  multi-media  evangelistic 
outreach  using  TV,  radio,  books,  and  other 
literature. 

Haiti  is  known  as  "the  isle  of  hunger." 
What  is  CEEH  doing  to  alleviate  hunger 
and  malnutrition,  the  slow  killer? 

Remembering  his  hungry  youth,  Dr.  Noel 
started  a  daily  feeding  program  for  children 
going  to  his  church  school  who  were  eager 
to  learn  but  were  apathetic  because  they 
had  not  had  any  breakfast.  Most  of  them 
said  there  was  no  food  at  home.  The  church 
women  cooked  ample  portions  of  rice  and 
sometimes  brown  beans.  After  this  meal, 
probably  the  only  one  for  the  day,  the  chil- 
dren perked  up  and  learned  well.  Now 
CEEH  feeds  about  6,000  children  daily  at 
other  church  schools  which  were  encour- 
aged to  start  similar  feedings. 

Another  way  more  food  is  being  made 
available  is  through  the  Mare-Rouge  Agri- 
cultural Co-op,  where  Christians  work  to- 
gether to  produce  food  for  the  community. 
Several  similar  projects  are  in  view. 

Also,  in  the  future,  improved  agricultural 
methods  will  be  taught  in  rural  regional 
trade  schools  which  are  being  planned. 
There  is  even  the  possibility  of  increasing 
land  acreage  through  reforestation. 

Christians  in  Haiti,  that  little  Caribbean 
country  with  sparkling  beaches,  blue  waters, 
and  towering  mountains,  are  realistic  about 
their  problems;  by  hard  work  and  with  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  they  are  finding  solutions. 
This  lends  credence  to  the  gospel  message. 
As  the  Christians  reach  out  a  loving  hand, 
the  people  can  see  that  knowing  Christ 
makes  a  difference  in  everyday  life.       □ 

Copyright  1977  by  The  Covenant  Companion.  Used  by  permission. 


More  about 

Upper  Volta 


THE  March  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist carried  a  report  on  Dr.  Everett 
Graffam's  November  survey  trip  to  Upper 
Volta.  On  that  trip  Dr.  Graff  am  discovered 
that  the  current  crisis  in  Upper  Volta  is 
worse  than  the  1973  Sahel  drought — when 
the  monthly  death  toll  among  children 
leveled  at  1,000. 

These  pictures  and  additional  facts  indi- 
cate that  our  help  in  the  past  is  appreciated, 
but  they  also  show  that  our  continued  help 
is  needed. 

Dr.  Graffam  is  the  Executive  Vice- 
President  of  World  Relief  Commission,  the 
NAE  agency  through  which  Brethren  World 
Relief  funds  reach  out  to  the  needy. 


Evangelical  church  leader  with  Graffam  in 
bottom  of  dry  lake  bed,  indicating  early  drought 
in  Upper  Volta. 

"We  took  pictures  of  many  deep  water  holes, 
wells  and  pumps  that  had  been  installed  during 
the  1973-74  crisis  by  funds  and  personnel  related 
to  WRC.  These  are  still  functioning,  but  the 
water  table  in  all  areas  is  dropping  to  precarious 
levels. 

"In  the  town  of  Yilo  we  stood  on  a  bridge  over 
the  White  Volta  River  which  normally  is  fast- 
flowing  and  deep,  full  to  the  banks  until  February 
and  March.  The  riverbed  was  totally  empty  and 
we  saw  only  a  few  puddles. 

"In  another  area,  where  there  was  water,  it 
looked  like  cold  cocoa.  The  women  came  from 
miles  around  to  fill  their  waterpots  with  this 
dirty  water  to  take  home  for  family  use.  We 
could  hardly  believe  it  when  we  saw  them  dip 
their  calabash  cups  into  the  water  and  take  a 
drink  and  give  their  babies  a  drink." 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Extending  the  Hand  of  Christ 


^AS^sd  -f*si  tfc        «• :-  -"■  J.  .?'* 


Silos,  usually  constructed  from  tree  limbs  and 
grass  mats,  stand  unfinished — indicating  no 
harvest. 

"We  were  approached  by  nomad  tribesmen 
who  are  already  begging  for  food,  and  the  famine 
is  just  beginning.  There  will  be  no  planting  for 
several  months,  and  the  earliest  harvest  (if  there 
is  one)  will  be  in  October  or  November,  1978.  We 
found  the  early  signs  of  starvation,  some  dehy- 
dration, and  some  diseases  caused  by  food  and 
water  shortages." 


WRC  provides  for  emergency  food  distribution 
in  many  isolated  pockets  of  drought  and  star- 
vation. 

During  Dr.  Graff am's  month-long  stay  in  Upper 
Volta  a  total  of  $30,000  was  appropriated  from  the 
WRC  budget  for  food  purchases  and  establishing 
an  emergency  feeding  storage  program.  (Under 
this  program  each  African  will  receive  five 
ounces  of  millet  per  day.) 

In  addition,  $128,000  of  the  WRC's  $2-million 
budget  for  1978  will  go  toward  helping  the 
drought  victims  by  insuring  food  and  water  sup- 
plies, setting  up  medical  clinics,  and  digging 
pump  wells. 


An  evangelical  national  church  leader  samples 
water  from  one  of  80  village  water  projects 
drilled  in  recent  years  by  using  portable  well- 
digging  equipment  provided  by  WRC. 

The  President  of  Tougan  Circle  Alliance 
Churches,  overflowing  in  his  gratitude  to  WRC 
for  previous  aid,  said:  "We  had  a  great  famine. 
The  great  needs  of  our  country  were  water  and 
food.  The  people  didn't  know  how  they  were 
going  to  survive,  but  they  went  to  the  Lord  and 
had  a  great  time  of  prayer  together.  God  an- 
swered that  prayer.  We  just  can't  express  our 
thanks  for  all  that  you've  done  in  the  way  of 
wells  through  WRC  and  in  the  way  of  food  we 
have  received. 

"We  can't  say  that  because  of  the  famine 
people  have  repented,  but  rather  because  of  the 
love  of  Christ  that  has  been  shown  through  many 
of  the  people,  they  have  been  drawn  to  Jesus 
Christ.  We  just  praise  the  Lord  for  this  min- 
istry. The  joy  and  peace  that's  in  our  heart,  if 
we  could  just  take  it  out  and  put  it  on  the  screen 
and  show  it  like  a  film,  you'd  be  able  to  see  it, 
but  we  can't  show  it  that  way.  But  I'd  like  to 
show  it  to  you  and  the  people  that  have  helped 
you  with  WRC.  We  love  you  very  much." 

Dr.  Graff  am  adds:  "Everywhere  church  and 
village  leaders  expressed  similar  appreciation.  In 
one  place  where  an  emergency  distribution  was 
going  on,  in  spite  of  their  own  drastic  need,  sev- 
eral villages  got  together  and  gave  us  a  live 
rooster  as  a  token  of  their  love  and  appreciation. 
This  was  at  great  sacrifice  to  them  because  they 
believe  that  their  chickens  will  not  lay  eggs  with- 
out a  rooster. 

"After  visiting  and  filming,  we  too  praised  God 
for  all  that  had  been  accomplished,  but  the  new 
emergency  was  very  evident  and  we  returned  to 
the  States  determined  to  do  what  we  can  to 
alleviate  the  problem." 
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Extending  the  Hand  of  Christ 


WRC  and  Brethren  Missions 


Working    hand-in-hand    in    India. 


The    groundwork 


For  several  years  relief  work  of  several 
kinds  using  Missionary  Board  funds  has 
been  a  part  of  the  missionary  and  evan- 
gelistic ministry  of  Prasantha  Kumar  and 
Vijaya  Kumar  in  India. 

Realizing  this,  the  World  Relief  Commis- 
sion designated  $1,500  in  both  1976  and  1977 
for  the  Brethren  Mission  in  India — over  and 
above  that  already  assigned  there  by  our 
own  Missionary  Board.  Both  Prasantha  and 
Vijaya  prepared  comprehensive  reports  out- 
lining how  the  funds  were  used  and  request- 
ing additional  aid  if  available. 

This  arrangement  enabled  the  Kumars  to 
provide  relief  for  their  needy  countrymen — 
such  as  blankets,  medicine,  clothing,  food, 
etc.  This  assistance  was  impossible  without 
this  additional  income  from  WRC.  It  also 
developed  WRC's  confidence  in  them  as 
responsible  stewards  of  money  given  sacri- 
ficially  by  many  Christians  across  the 
country. 

The  groundwork  was  laid  for  what  was 
to  come. 

The   destruction 

Sooner  than  anyone  anticipated,  a  crisis 
thrust  itself  upon  Andhra  Pradesh  (where 
the   Kumars   live).   Initial   reports   of  this 


crisis  appeared  on  page  19  of  the  January 
Evangelist. 

On  November  19,  1977,  a  severe  cyclone 
and  tidal  wave  hit  Andhra  Pradesh.  More 
than  30,000  lost  their  lives,  several  thou- 
sand homes  were  destroyed,  and  numer- 
ous animals  were  killed.  This  resulted  in 
epidemics,  scarcity  and  high  cost  of  food, 
contamination  of  drinking  water,  shortage 
of  kerosene,  need  for  medical  aid,  acres  of 
damaged  crops,  and  entire  villages  washed 
away. 

The  destruction  of  property  and  the  death 
of  thousands  of  animals  and  poultry  raised 
the  value  of  the  losses  into  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  .  .  .  leaving  the  popula- 
tion of  Andhra  Pradesh  in  desperate  need 
of  everything. 


Th 


e    response 


Collapsed  houses   leave   refugees  homeless. 


Even  before  there  was  time  for  personal 
communication  to  reach  the  States  from 
India,  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  Dr.  Everett 
Graffam,  and  Phil  Lersch  were  in  phone 
conversation.  The  result?  Graffam  released 
$15,000  from  the  WRC  emergency  relief 
fund  and  Ingraham  dispatched  that  amount 
via  the  State  Bank  of  India  in  Chicago  to 
the  Brethren  Mission  in  India.  Ingraham 
also  sent  a  cable  to  P.  Kumar  about  the 
donation.  All  this  took  place  within  a  few 
hours. 

The  funds  were  used  for  drinking  water, 
clothing,  medical  aid,  kerosene,  cooking 
utensils,  groceries,  firewood  for  cooking, 
and  materials  for  rebuilding  the  houses. 

Prasantha  wrote  on  December  12:  "To- 
day we  had  the  cholera  innoculations.  We 
are  buying  multivitamins,  antibiotics,  glu- 
cose, B-complex,  and  medicines  for  colds 
and  fevers.  Along  with  those  medicines 
which  will  be  for  about  1,000  people,  we're 
also  taking  200  dhothis  (men's  clothing) 
and  200  saries  (women's  clothing).  This 
will  be  our  initial  assistance.  After  being 
to  the  actual  spot  on  the  16th,  I  will  find 
out  the  conspicuous  need  that  we  must 
attend  immediately." 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"The  greatest  threat  to  (our)  nation  and  the  stability 
of  the  entire  world  is  HUNGER.  It's  more  explosive 
than  all  the  atomic  weaponry  possessed  by  the  big 
powers.  Desperate  people  do  desperate  things." 

— Mark  Hatfield,  U.S.  Senator 


The   future 

WRC  has  already  increased  the  annual 
support  amount  for  1978  to  $2,500  (an  in- 
crease of  $1,000  over  the  previous  2  years). 

Our  pattern  of  continued  giving  through 
WRC  helped  pave  the  way  for  the  generous 
$15,000  check  when  people  in  our  Brethren 
Mission  area  of  India  were  hurting.  The 
channels  were  open  and  confidence  estab- 
lished. By  January  5th,  the  Kumars  had 
visited  38  villages  and  assisted  eleven. 

We  hope  that  there  won't  be  any  more 
tragedies  where  we  have  Brethren  Missions 
— particularly  in  Andhra  Pradesh,  India. 
They  have  suffered  enough.  But  there  con- 
tinue to  be  crises  and  tragedies  somewhere 
every  year.  Someone  will  always  desperately 
need  a  lift.  And  just  as  others  have  helped 
us  in  an  area  where  we  were  particularly 
concerned,  we  have  an  opportunity  through 
WRC  to  assist  others  in  return.  □ 


Prasantha  Kumar  (at  right)  receives  help  in 
loading  the  mission  car  with  plastic  buckets  (top) 
and  blankets  (trunk),  which  were  distributed  to 
those  in  need  because  of  the  November  cyclone. 


\ 

The  World  Relief  Board  faithfully  serves  the  Brethren  Church  by 
keeping  her  aware  of  human  need  around  the  world  and  by  providing 
Brethren  people  a  channel  through  which  they  can  help  meet  this  need. 
Members  of  the  World  Relief  Board  are  Phil  Lersch — chairman,  Joe  Hanna, 
L.  E.  Lindower,  Georga  Kerlin,  Rose  Bolinger,  Aida  May  Munson,  Bob 
Bischof,  Edna  Logan,  Kent  Bennett,  and  Bob  Young. 


■*  *%  »T*  *y  *r»  ■+•  »T«  »T»  »T*  »T*  »T-*  »T*  *1 


;**r'I**r*I**5 


"For  the  cost  of  one  soft  drink  you  can  share  high  pro- 
tein food  for  10  hungry  children.  For  the  cost  of  one 
hot  dog  you  can  ,share  vaccinations  for  8  children  so 
that  they  won't  get  cholera." 

"Fifteen  thousand  people  (10,000  of  them  children) 
starve  to  death  in  the  world  every  day." 
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Advertisement 


World  Relief 


Excellent   Response 
in   1977 


Brethren  people  gave  more  money  to  World 
Belief  in  1977  than  ever  before— nearly  $29,000 

($28,837  to  be  exact). 

That's  the  measurable  part.  But  I'm  just  as 
certain  that  our  concern  for  others  has  been  sen- 
sitized to  a  greater  degree  than  ever  before — 
and  we  have  given  well.  We  have  responded  to 
the  prompting  of  God's  word  to  be  filled  with 
compassion,  to  care  for  the  poor  and  suffering, 
and  to  verify  our  faith  in  Christ  through  sacri- 
ficial giving. 

It  was  a  good  year  for  helping.  And  here  are 
the  facts: 

1976  1977 

Total  Church  Offerings   $24,312     $26,364 
Conf.  Fasting  Banquet  529  668 

Individuals'  Gifts  1,523        1,805 


$26,364    $28,837 
Four  churches  responded  unusually  well,  with 
these    amounts    channeled    through    our    World 
Relief  records: 

Ashland  (Park  Street),  Ohio   .  $1,422.86 

Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio   $1,347.77 

Goshen,   Indiana    $1,304.24 

Elkhart,    Indiana    $1,232.99 

(St.  James,  Maryland,  also  deserves  special  men- 
tion. Although  all  their  relief  giving  was  not 
sent  through  Treasurer  George  Kerlin,  the  total 
reported  for  the  year  was  $1,543.) 

I  realize  that  congregational  size  plays  a  big 
role  in  giving  potential.  (Some  year  I  must  take 
the  time  to  figure  per  capita  giving  for  each 
church).  But  notice  that  it's  not  always  the  large 
churches  that  give  the  most.  Listed  in  order,  all 
of  these  churches  gave  between  $900  and  $500 
last  year: 

Louisville,  Ohio 
Berlin,  Pennsylvania 
Milledgeville,  Illinois 

Bryan,  Ohio 

Vinco,  Pennsylvania 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio 

Bethlehem,  Virginia 

Winding  Waters,  Indiana 

Maurertown,  Virginia 

Johnstown  III,  Pennsylvania 

Sarasota,  Florida 

Jefferson,  Indiana 

Burlington,  Indiana 

Mt.  Olive,  Virginia 

Smithville,  Ohio 

North  Liberty,  Indiana 

Waterloo,  Iowa 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio 

Never  have  so  many  congregations  given  over 

$500  each.  And  that's  why  we  were  able  to  raise 

our  total  received  higher  than  ever  before.  Here's 

my  annual  recap  of  year  by  year  giving: 


Brethren  extending 
the  hand  of  Christ 
"unto  one 
of  the  least.  .  .  ." 


1966  to  1970  $19,855 

1971  $  7,725 

1972  $  9,499 

1973  $13,502 

1974  $16,223 

1975  $27,799 

1976  $26,363 

1977  $28,837 

12-year  total  $149,803 

1978  ????? 

The  pictures  and  accounts  in  this  issue  of  the 

Evangelist  report  on  WRC  aid  to  Upper  Volta, 
India,  and  Haiti.  But  that's  only  a  small  part  of 
the  complete  WRC  story.  Just  look  at  all  the 
places  where  WRC  was  at  work  for  us  in  1977— 
and  the  amounts  forwarded  to  each  (part  of 
which  came  from  our  Brethren  offerings): 

Korea     $  62,598 

Bangladesh     275,450 

Thailand    23,500 

India     197,584 

Zaire    14,360 

Vietnam  Resettlement   25,629 

Kenya    26,125 

Sub-Sahara     79,143 

Ethiopia     170,000 

Guatemala    15,028 

Honduras    5,662 

Haiti     140,043 

Stateside  Emergency    80,942 

(including  Johnstown,  Pa.) 

Philippines    5,000 

Lebanon    15,000 

Bolivia    1,000 

Turkey     5,000 

Yemen  Arab  Republic   1,553 

Romania    5,000 

Nigeria    15,000 

Indonesia    15,000 

Guyana    1,000 

Burundi     4,000 

Total    $1,190,637 

Well,  what  will  1978  hold?  Can  we  surpass 
$30,000?  Not  anyone  alone ...  but  together!  If 
we  do,  it  will  mean 

"Food  for  the  body  and  food  for  the  soul" 
for  more  unfortunate  people  in  depressing  need. 
Let's  extend  the  hand  of  Christ  a  little  farther 
in  1978. 

Send  your  World  Relief  offering  to: 

Brethren  World   Relief 
George  Kerlin,  Treasurer 

1318   E.  Douglas 
Goshen,   Indiana     46526 


the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


•  <.  .  ■  . 


Lives   are   wasted    pursuing   insignificant  goals. 


Chasing  Small  Ends 


WHALES  pursue  sardines  to  death," 
was  the  headline.  The  news  was 
from  Tokyo  and  the  scene  a  shallow  bay 
in  the  Japanese  archipelago.  Three  hundred 
of  these  denizens  of  the  deep  became  so 
intent  in  pursuing  sardines  that  they  found 
themselves  marooned  in  a  shallow  bay.  The 
small  fish  lured  the  sea  giants  to  their 
death.  Japanese  fishermen  sealed  their  fate 
by  encircling  the  ocean-going  mammals  for 
the  slaughter. 

One  might  say  that  these  whales  wrote 
their  own  obituary  by  chasing  small  ends, 
by  prostituting  vast  powers  for  insignif- 
icant goals. 

Now  my  intent  is  not  to  magnify  whales 
or  to  minimize  sardines.  Size  is  not  the 
criterion  of  significance.  Napoleon  was  only 
five  feet  two  inches  tall.  Our  own  planet — 
where  Phidias  carved,  Michelangelo  painted, 
Shakespeare  wrote,  and  Jesus  taught — is 
but  a  microscopic  dot  in  the  infinite  realm 
of  space.  But  in  all  literature  whales  are 
symbols  of  strength  and  are  looked  upon 
with  awe.  Literature  does  not  minimize 
these  whalish  leviathans.  Moby  Dick  gives 
you  a  thrilling  look  at  their  awesome 
character.  Job,  in  the  midst  of  an  immortal 
drama,  asks:  "Canst  thou  catch  a  whale 
with  a  fish  hook?"  Which  means,  simply, 
that  whales  do  not  frequent  shallow  bays. 

I  am  suggesting  that  somewhere  in  a  far 
eastern  bay  is  vividly  mirrored  the  funda- 
mental tragedy  of  men.  Men,  blessed  with 
inspiring  potentialities,  come  to  grief  be- 
cause they  pursue  lesser  and  foolish  goals 
in  life. 

Rev.  Shifflett  is  pastor  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Nappanee,  Ind. 


Nothing  could  be  more  incongrous  than 
whales  chasing  petty  goals,  floundering  in 
a  shallow  bay.  It's  enough  to  make  devils 
laugh  and  angels  weep.  It  reminds  me  of  a 
ridiculous  nursery  rhyme  picture  of  trying 
to  catch  a  whale  in  a  mother's  pail. 

The  one  lesson  of  this  parable  of  whales 
and  sardines  is  that  mighty  creatures  per- 
ished because  the  small  objects  of  their 
chase  led  them  to  fatal  shallows.  There  the 
tiny  destroyed  the  titanic. 

Multitudes  live  frittered  lives,  totally 
absorbed  in  trivialities.  John  Galsworthy 
said  it  right:  "He  had  experienced  every- 
thing else  but  life  itself."  Lives  are  wasted 


"Men,  blessed  with  inspiring  poten- 
tialities, come  to  grief  because 
they  pursue  lesser  and  foolish  goals 
in  life." 


or  set  adrift  because  they  possess  no 
worthy  goals.  Men's  interests  are  like 
whales  chasing  sardines!  They  both  end 
up  in  shallow  bays,  or  the  obituary  column. 

A  Harvard  dean  watched  in  disgust  a 
company  of  Americans  in  Rome.  They  were 
in  the  Imperial  City,  with  everything  to 
see,  but  each  day  they  settled  down  for  a 
long  morning  of  bridge.  With  unconcealed 
scorn  the  dean  blurted  out:  "What  business 
have  such  people  in  Rome?  What  business 
have  they  anywhere?" 

They  were  whales  chasing  sardines  in 
shallow  bays.  Q 
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UPDATE 


news  from   the   Brethren   Church 


AC  Inaugurates  Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz 


Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz  was  inaugurated  as  the 
24th  president  of  Ashland  College  in  a  formal  but 
colorful  ceremony  on  Saturday  morning,  February 
18,  1978. 

His  inauguration  came  one  day  before  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  college  and  was  the  highlight 
of  a  full  week  of  special  observances. 

Approximately  1000  people  attended  the  cere- 
mony, including  representatives  of  more  than 
115  American  colleges  and  universities,  the  AC 
trustees,  church  representatives,  the  college  faculty 
and  administration,  student  representatives,  other 
students,  and  friends  of  the  college. 

Rev.  James  R.  Black,  Moderator  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  delivered  the  invocation  for  the  inaugural 
ceremony.  A  poem  entitled  "A  Century,  A  Con- 
tinuum" was  read  by  its  author,  Dr.  Richard  L. 
Snyder,  chairman  of  the  department  of  English 
and  poet-in-residence  at  Ashland  College.  The  poem 
traces  the  history  of  the  college  from  its  roots 
in  the  Brethren  tradition  through  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  new  president. 


Thomas  L.  Stoffer,  chairman  of  the  presidential 
search  committee,  presented  Dr.  Schultz,  and  the 
investiture  was  conducted  by  Elton  E.  Whitted, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Following  his 
investiture,  President  Schultz  received  a  sustained 
standing  ovation.  Dr.  Schultz  then  presented  his 
presidential  address   (see  separate  article). 

Music  for  the  inaugural  ceremony  was  presented 
by  the  Ashland  College  Concert  Band  and  the  AC 
Choir.  The  benediction  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Joseph 
R.  Shultz. 

Following  the  inauguration,  a  reception  and 
luncheon  were  held  in  Myers  Convocation  Center 
on  the  AC  campus.  At  this  luncheon  official  greet- 
ings were  presented  to  the  new  president  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trustees,  students,  faculty,  ad- 
ministration, staff,  and  alumni  of  Ashland  College, 
and  by  representatives  of  the  Ashland  community 
and  the  Ohio  College  Association.  Letters  of  con- 
gratulations from  Ohio's  Governor  and  two  U.S. 
Senators  and  a  telegram  from  President  Jimmy 
Carter  were  also  read. 


James  R.  Black  Presents  AC  Centennial  Address 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  General  Conference  Moderator 
James  R.  Black  presented  the  inspirational  address 
at  the  Ashland  College  Founders  Day  Centennial 
Worship  Service.  The  service  was  held  February 
19  in  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Ashland  College 
campus. 

Dr.  Arthur  Schultz  offered  words  of  greeting. 
Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  presented  several  historical 
vignettes  which  highlighted  the  commitment  of 
the  Brethren  Church  to  the  founding  of  the  college. 

Also  participating  in  the  service  were  AC  student 
Kerry  Scott,  John  Gilbert,  Eugene  Beekley,  Herbert 
Gilmer,  Elton  Whitted,  and  the  Ashland  College 
Choir  under  the  direction  of  Calvin  Rogers. 

Using  the  story  of  the  feeding  of  the  5,000  in 
Matthew  14:15-21  as  his  text,  Rev.  Black  spoke 
on  the  problem  of  supply  and  demand.  "When  the 
time  came  to  eat,  the  people  were  hungry.  Appar- 
ently there  was  no  money,  or  at  least  no  chance 
to  buy  and  prepare  food,"  he  said. 

"A  quick  inventory  turned  up  five  loaves  and 
two  fishes.  Surely  the  demands  were  greater  than 
the  resources!" 

Rev.  Black  made  an  analogy  between  the  biblical 
text  and  the  way  a  college  can  face  a  similar 
dilemma.   "When  the  demands   are  greater  than 


the  resources,  we  can  try  to  escape  the  demands." 
Ways  he  noted  were  by  avoiding  responsibility,  by 
"passing  the  buck,"  or  by  running  in  the  opposite 
direction. 

"But  the  better  way,"  he  said,  "is  to  re-evaluate 
the  resources.  This  is  exactly  what  the  disciples 
were  forced  to  do." 

"The  presence  of  the  Son  of  God  is  adequate 
for  any  situation.  And  the  beauty  of  it  all  is  that 
He  makes  us  adequate  as  well." 

Following  a  testimony  of  his  personal  experi- 
ences at  Ashland,  Rev.  Black  said,  "I  only  want 
to  give  personal  thanks  to  God  for  the  ministry 
of  Ashland  College  and  Theological  Seminary — I 
know  thousands  of  others  could  join  me  in  this 
testimony  of  praise — and  I  want  this  ministry  to 
continue!" 

In  his  welcome  President  Schultz  said,  "This 
service  is  the  most  significant  event  of  our  cen- 
tennial celebration.  It  is  fitting  that  we  acknow- 
ledge Almighty  God  for  the  founding  of  Ashland 
College  100  years  ago  today.  The  spirit  that 
brought  Ashland  College  into  existence  is  the 
same  spirit  that  shall  sustain  it  in  the  years 
to  come." 
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Recovery  and   discovery  AC   priorities, 
says   President  A.   L   Schultz 


"I  will  strive  to  think  of  my  office  as  an  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  my  God  and  my  fellowman. 

"I  will  strive  to  be  humble  as  I  walk  in  the 
shadow  of  distinguished  men,  am  associated  with 
an  outstanding  institution  and  am  the  beneficiary 
of  a  rich  tradition." 

"I  will  strive  to  keep  persons  and  their  ultimate 
good  foremost  in  planning  and  action. 

"I  will  strive  to  make  God's  purpose  the  moti- 
vating force  of  life,  and  the  extension  of  His  King- 
dom the  highest  objective. 

"These  things  I  will  strive  to  do,  God  being  my 
helper,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  accept  the 
charge." 

The  above  declarations  are  a  part  of  the  response 
made  by  Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz  to  the  charge 
given  him  upon  his  investiture  as  the  24th  presi- 
dent of  Ashland  College. 

In  the  message  which  followed  these  declara- 
tions, Dr.  Schultz  stated  that  this  is  a  time  when 
there  are  grave  problems  everywhere,  problems 
which  spill  over  to  the  college  campus.  Said 
Schultz,  "I  am  sure  there  are  those  who  would 
question  my  sanity  in  leaving  a  twelve-year 
presidency  and  accepting  another  college  presi- 
dency when  you  know  there  will  be  problems, 
problems,  problems  and  some  insurmountable 
problems." 

In  the  course  of  his  message,  Dr.  Schultz  noted 
two  particular  problems  which  face  Ashland 
College — the  college's  indebtedness  and  a  declining 
enrollment. 

In  light  of  these  problems,  "  'Recovery'  and 
'discover'  are  our  priorities,"  said  Schultz. 

"Now  I  do  not  pretend  for  one  moment  that 
your  new  president  expects  to  be  a  performer  of 
miracles,"  Schultz  continued.  "What  I  do  propose 
is  that  working  and  praying  together,  we  make 
our  appeal  as  one  to  The  One  who  is  greater  than 
us  all! 

"These  are  God's  schools,  a  part  of  His  Kingdom. 
He  is  Omnipotent.  His  resources  are  without  limit. 
The  funds  to  repay  what  has  been  borrowed  are 
out  there  in  the  hands  of  people,  corporations, 
foundations  and  philanthropic  organizations.  It  is 
the  Lord's  money  but  held  and  controlled  by  hands 
that  must  be  made  willing  to  release  portions  to 
Ashland  College  and  Theological  Seminary. 

"There  are  prospective  students  out  there  who 
must  be  told  about  Ashland,  who  need  financial 
aid  in  some  cases,  to  be  sure,  but  God  with  the 
united  help  of  every  member  of  our  institutional 
family  can  raise  them  up.  It  is  left  to  us  to  reach 
out  and  take  them  in. 

"Let  us  approach  the  Great  Divine  Headmaster 
of  our  school  in  prayers  that  He  may  direct  our 
'recovery'  and  'discovery'  program.  Then  we  can 
insure  the  continuance  of  our  progressive  march 
to  the  goal  of  a  greater  Ashland  College  and 
Theological  Seminary." 


Elton  E.  Whitted  (right),  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  invested  Dr.  Schultz  as  the  24th  president 
of  Ashland  College. 

Near  the  end  of  his  message,  Dr.  Schultz  asked 
each  group  represented  in  the  audience  to  see  itself 
in  relation  to  Ashland  College.  To  the  Brethren 
Church  he  said,  "Let  members  of  the  Brethren 
Church  see  that  Ashland  College  and  Theological 
Seminary  is  an  extension  of  the  local  church,  the 
campus  being  in  reality  a  portion  of  every  church's 
front  yard." 

Dr.  Schultz  concluded  his  message  by  stating, 
"Let  the  word  go  forth  from  this  time  and  place 
that  we  intend  to  continue  to  make  here  in  the 
second  century  a  distinctive  College  and  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  asking  God's  blessing  and  God's 
help  but  knowing  that,  here  on  earth,  God's  work 
must  truly  be  our  own." 


Bits   *n   Pieces 

Members  of  the  senior  BYC  of  the  Flora,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  brought  their  snow  shovels 
to  church  Sunday  night,  February  19.  After  their 
meeting  they  went  to  two  homes  to  widen  paths 
and  clear  parking  space.  A  death  had  just  occurred 
at  one  home,  and  a  shut-in  lived  at  the  other. 
The  youth  were  accompanied  by  Pastor  Alvin 
Grumbling  and  by  their  sponsors:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Gene  Geaslen  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Clingenpeel. 
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Speakers  at  the  1978  NAE  Convention  were  (left  to  right)  Ugandan  Bishop  Festo  Kivengere,  author 
Gladys  Hunt,  and  radio  speaker  Dr.  Oswald  C.  J.  Hoffman. 

NAE  convention  challenges  Evangelicals 
to  practice  justice,  mercy,  humility 


God's  Mandate/Our  Mission  was  the  theme  of 
the  36th  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Evangelicals  (NAE)  held  in  Minnea- 
polis, Minn.,  February  21-23,  1978. 

Theme  verse  for  the  convention  was  Micah  6:8 — - 
"He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good;  and 
what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God?" 

More  than  700  evangelicals  from  across  the 
United  States  attended  the  convention,  which 
featured  internationally  known  speakers,  work- 
shops, special  music,  and  exhibits. 

Attending  the  convention  from  the  Brethren 
Church  were  Rev.  Eugene  Beekley,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Spencer  Gentle,  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  Rev.  Marlin 
McCann,  and  Rev.  Smith  Rose. 

Main  Speakers 

Featured  speakers  for  the  three  evening  sessions 
of  the  convention  were  Dr.  Oswald  Hoffman, 
Bishop  Festo  Kivengere,  and  Mrs.  Gladys  Hunt. 

Dr.  Oswald  C.  J.  Hoffman,  well-known  speaker 
on  the  weekly  "Lutheran  Hour"  radio  broadcast, 
presented  the  opening  message  of  the  convention. 
Dr.  Hoffman  challenged  the  more  than  700  in 
attendance  with  the  necessity  of  daily  practicing 
justice  if  the  grace  of  God  is  ever  to  break  through 
to  a  world  in  dire  need  of  such  a  saving  message. 

Exiled  Ugandan  bishop  Festo  Kivengere,  speak- 
ing at  the  Wednesday  evening  session  of  the  con- 
vention, urged  Evangelical  Christians  to  stand 
"positively  defiant"  before  the  forces  working 
against  the  church  today. 

Kivengere  used  the  current  situation  in  Uganda 
as  an  example  of  the  perseverance  of  Christ's 
message  in  the  midst  of  persecution.  Only  four 


months  after  the  murder  of  Archbishop  Luwum 
in  February  of  1977,  over  25,000  believers  gathered 
in  the  streets  of  Kampala  to  celebrate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  missionaries 
in  Uganda. 

"Today,"  Kivengere  said,  "the  churches  in 
Uganda  are  overflowing." 

Gladys  Hunt,  in  her  address  at  the  convention's 
closing  banquet,  said,  "Perhaps  the  most  difficult 
of  the  three  phrases  of  the  NAE  convention  theme, 
Micah  6:8,  is  'walk  humbly  with  your  God.'  " 

Mrs.  Hunt,  a  well-known  author  (It's  Alive,  MS 
Means  Myself,  Honey  for  a  Child's  Heart,  and 
others),  warned  that  the  world's  appetite  for  suc- 
cess has  crept  into  the  cracks  and  crevices  of 
evangelical  churches  and  organizations.  "The 
American  corporate  business  pattern  has  become 
the     model  for  the  church,"  she  said. 

"Biggest,  best  and  wealthiest  is  not  per  se  any 
more  or  less  spiritual  or  humble  than  smallest  and 
poorest.  The  integrity  of  the  individual's  heart  is 
everything." 

Workshops 

In  addition  to  the  featured  speakers,  more  than 
25  workshops  were  held  by  the  various  commis- 
sions and  affiliates  of  NAE.  These  workshops  cov- 
ered a  wide  range  of  subjects  related  to  the  total 
work  of  the  church,  including  sessions  on  summer 
missions  for  youth,  prison  reform,  funding  world 
missions,  abortion,  "personal  holiness  through 
prayer,"  and  "how  the  pastor  can  get  on  cable 
TV  at  low  cost,"  to  mention  only  a  few. 

Business  sessions 

The  convention  also  included  two  NAE  business 
sessions.   At  the  first  of  these,  held  Wednesday, 
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February  22,  NAE  elected  Dr.  Carl  H.  Lundquist 
as  its  president.  Lundquist  is  president  of  Bethel 
College  and  Seminary  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  a  posi- 
tion he  has  held  for  24  years. 

Addressing  itself  to  the  demands  of  the  theme 
verse  of  the  convention — Micah  6:8 — NAE  adopted 
its  1978  position  paper  on  Wednesday  calling  for 
a  two-level  response  on  the  part  of  all  evangelicals 
in  meeting  both  social  and  spiritual  needs.  The 
paper  points  to  a  need  for  individual  commitment 
and  a  collective  response  to  the  issues  of  human 
justice,  global  compassion,  and  personal  holiness. 

"Our  mission  must  always  be  to  proclaim  God's 
loving  grace  in  Jesus  Christ  and  to  call  people 
everywhere  to  repentance  and  faith  in  Him,"  the 
paper  says.  "We  Christians,  of  all  people,  should 
then  embody  honesty,  integrity  and  fairness  in 
all  of  the  ways  in  which  we  relate  to  our  fellow 
man." 

In  other  business  at  the  Wednesday  session  the 
delegates  passed  a  five-point  resolution  on  the 
Middle  East  calling  for  the  "termination  of  all 
claims  or  states  of  belligerency  and  respect  for 
and  acknowledgement  of  the  sovereignty,  terri- 
torial integrity  and  political  independence  of  every 
state"  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  resolution  also  expressed  a  hope  for  the 
setting  aside  of  past  recriminations  and  malevo- 
lence among  the  antagonists;  for  the  taking  of 
positive  steps  by  the  host  countries  in  alleviating 
the  suffering  of  Jewish  and  Palestinian  refugees; 
for  mutually  acceptable  border  modifications  that 
would  insure  the  safety  and  security  of  all  coun- 
tries involved;  and  for  the  re-establishment  of 
normal  relations  between  nations  and  not  merely 
an  end  of  belligerency. 

In  its  Thursday  business  session  NAE  adopted 
a  resolution  calling  for  a  keener  sense  of  economic 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  government. 

Affirming  that  government  is  God-ordained,  the 
resolution  charges  the  United  States  government 
with  the  responsibility  of  properly  conducting  its 
own  internal  affairs. 

"In  this  regard,"  the  resolution  states,  "we  view 
with  concern  the  economic  posture  bf  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  which  it  continues 
to  incur  such  a  debt  so  that  the  interest  payments 
alone  are  now  $200  million  per  working  day." 

The  resolution  calls  upon  the  United  States 
government  to  take  to  itself  a  new  sense  of  eco- 
nomic responsibility  including  a  balanced  budget, 
more  careful  spending,  and  the  limitation  of  its 
bureaucratic  growth.  "Such  a  program  alone  can 
reduce  taxation,  inspire  personal  responsibility  and 
build  for  a  more  stable  future,"  the  resolution 
concludes. 


"Brethren  Hour,"  the  radio  ministry  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  is  now  being 
broadcast  into  Central  and  South  America  over 
radio  station  WINB  on  Saturdays  at  6:00  p.m. 
(Florida  time). 


Ohio  Conference  to  meet  April  15; 
Charles  Munson  to  speak 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  Ohio  Conference  of  Brethren 
Churches  will  meet  April  15  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  Both  inspirational  times 
and  business  sessions  are  planned  for  the  confer- 
ence program. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  will  be  two  messages 
by  Dr.  Charles  Munson.  His  first  address  will  open 
the  conference  and  his  second  address  will  con- 
clude the  agenda. 

During  the  two  inspirational  hours,  delegates 
will  be  led  in  their  singing  and  worship  by  Peter 
Roussaki,  a  student  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

The  major  business  item  of  the  day  will  be 
elections.  Delegates  will  vote  for  conference 
officers  and  for  membership  on  the  various  boards 
and  committees. 

Auxiliary  groups  will  also  have  an  opportunity 
to  meet  from  11:00  a.m.  to  12  noon.  W.M.S.,  Lay- 
men's Organization,  and  the  ministers  will  meet 
separately.  Dr.  Munson  will  speak  to  the  Lay- 
men's Organization  during  their  meeting. 

The  current  moderator  of  the  Ohio  District  is 
Rev.  Gene  Hollinger;  the  moderator-elect  is  Rev. 
Larry  Bolinger. 

Pa.    Laymen    announce    coming 
events;    invite    visitors   to   attend 

Johnstown,  Pa. — The  Pennsylvania  District  Lay- 
men have  planned  several  inspirational  and  recre- 
ational events  for  spring,  summer,  and  fall  of  1978. 
They  would  like  to  invite  visitors  from  other  dis- 
tricts to  join  with  them  in  these  events. 

Included  in  their  plans  are: 
Spring  Bally — April  21,  8  p.m.,  at  the  Pleasant  Val- 
ley Church  in  Vandergrift,  Pa. 
Spring  Retreat — evening  of  May  12  and  all  day 
May  13  at  Camp  Peniel. 

District  Conference  Sessions — July  20-22  at  Camp 
Peniel. 
Fall  Retreats-October  20-21. 

Floyd  Benshoff,  president  of  the  Pa.  District 
Laymen,  comments,  "We  have  at  our  disposal  beau- 
tiful Camp  Peniel.  Located  in  the  rolling  hills  of 
Somerset  County,  it  lends  itself  perfectly  to  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  target  shooting  and  most  any  outdoor 
activity.  We  are  hopeful  that  our  male  member- 
ship and  their  friends  will  soon  discover  the  treas- 
ure they  have  in  Peniel." 

Officers  for  the  Pennsylvania  Laymen  are 
President  Floyd  Benshoff,  Vice  President  Sam 
Anderson,  Secretary  J.  William  Shultz,  Assistant 
Secretary  Leroy  Boyer,  Treasurer  Lester  Leidy, 
and  Assistant  Treasurer  George  Leidy. 

Membership  Growth 


Linwood: 
Pittsburgh : 


4  by  baptism 
10  by  baptism 
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Mission   to   teach    Bible 
to    Monrovian    students 

Cedar  Grove,  N.J. — The  President  of  Liberia  has 
invited  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission  (SIM)  to  teach 
the  Bible  to  every  student  in  the  schools  of  Mon- 
rovia, the  capital  city  of  Liberia.  The  mission  will 
provide  Bible  teaching  for  more  than  30,000 
students. 

SIM  missionaries  are  now  at  work  preparing 
the  Bible  study  lessons  for  these  classes.  The  mis- 
sion is  also  recruiting  20  additional  Bible  knowl- 
edge teachers  to  go  to  this  West  African  country. 

Sudan  Interior  Mission  is  a  nondenominational 
faith  mission.  In  addition  to  its  work  in  Liberia, 
SIM  also  carries  on  mission  work  in  Ghana,  Benin, 
Upper  Volta,  Niger,  Nigeria,  Sudan,  Ethiopia,  and 
the  Ivory  Coast. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Kingery,  61st,  March  16.  Members 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everett  E.  Miller,  60th,  March  7.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  New  Paris,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Douglass,  53rd,  January  25. 
Mrs.  Douglass  a  member  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  Flora,  Ind.  Mr.  Douglass  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


BEFORE  YOU  MOVE 

. . .  please  let  us  know. 

1.    Give  old  address: 


Name 

Address 

City                                             State 
2.    Fill  in  new  address  below: 

Zip 

Name 

Address 

City                                             State 

Zip 

Date  new  address  in  effect 

3.    Mail  this  form  to: 

Address  Correction 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH    44805 


Evangelistic   outreach    planned 
for  World    Cup   Soccer   Games 

Solvang,  Calif. — A  major  evangelistic  outreach  is 
being  planned  for  the  1978  World  Cup  Soccer 
Games  to  be  held  in  Argentina  June  1-25.  Youth 
With  A  Mission  (YWAM),  an  international  and 
interdenominational  youth  missionary  organiza- 
tion, is  recruiting  and  preparing  young  people  to 
carry  out  this  evangelistic  mission. 

The  World  Cup  Soccer  Games,  which  are  to  be 
conducted  simultaneously  in  five  of  Argentina's 
leading  cities — Buenos  Aires,  Cordoba,  Rosario, 
Mar  Del  Plata,  and  Mendoza — are  expected  to 
draw    millions    of    visitors    and    athletes. 

Weddings 

Deborah   Ann   Maring    to   Kenneth   Allen   Mirfin, 

February  25,  at  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren  Church; 
Robert  Young,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member 
of  Linwood  Brethren  Church. 
Lanette    Lynne    Gahs    to    Jeffrey    Lynn    Combs, 

December  17,  at  Peru,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church; 
Rev.  Austin  Gable  officiating.  Members  of  Peru 
Brethren  Church. 

In  Memory 

Mrs.  Hilda  Pauline  Fogle,  81,  March  4.  Member 
and  deaconess  of  the  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Robert  Young,  pastor,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Hays  Logan. 

B.  V.  Williamson,  75,  February  24.  Member  of 
the  Waterloo,  Iowa,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Ronald  L.  Waters,  pastor. 
Lyman  L.  Pegram,  84,  February  20.  Member  for 
64  years  of  the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 
Russell  A.  Kuns,  83,  February  18.  Member  and 
deacon  of  the  Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor.  Mr.  Kuns 
was  superintendent  of  the  Indiana  Brethren's 
Home  from  1954  to  1965. 

Maurice  Broach,  82,  February  17.  Attended  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  pastor. 
Oris  Collins,  79,  February  15.  Member  for  53  years 
of  the  Oakville,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Wes  Ellis,  pastor. 

Olin  J.  Lichty,  84,  February  2.  Member  of  the 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Ronald  L.  Waters,  pastor. 

Carolyn  Yoder,  39,  January  16.  Member  of  the 
Peru,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Richard  A.  Austin,  pastor. 

Pauline  Barnett,  65,  December  24.  Member  of  the 
Peru,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  and  former 
member  of  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Richard  A.  Austin,  pastor. 
Florence  Bell  Dillman,  86,  December  9.  Member 
for  69  years  of  the  Peru,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Rev.  Austin  Gable. 
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Running   for  Jesus 

Running  for  Jesus  by  Madeline  Manning  Jackson 
as  told  to  Jerry  B.  Jenkins  (Word,  1977,  192  pp., 
$6.95  hardback). 

Running  for  Jesus  is  an  autobiography  of 
Madeline  Manning  Jackson,  an  Olympic  track  star. 
It  is  the  story  of  how  Madeline  rose  from  the 
ghetto  to  become  a  success  as  a  runner.  But  more 
importantly,  it  tells  how  she  came  to  know  Christ 
and  of  her  struggles  as  she  tries  to  live  for  Him. 

Madeline's  story  is  not  of  an  easy  and  glamorous 
life,  but  of  many  downfalls  and  hardships. 
Madeline  is  for  real,  and  because  she  is,  Christ's 
love  in  her  has  a  special  meaning  to  everyone  who 
knows  her. 

Though  this  book  is  of  special  interest  to  run- 
ners, it  has  a  clear  message  for  everyone:  What- 
ever you  do,  do  it  for  Jesus! 

— Susie  Rowsey 

Susie  Rowsey  is  a  sophomore  at  Williamsport  High 
School  in  Williamsport,  Md. 


Giving    Children    Self-Respect 

Hide  or  Seek  by  Dr.  James  Dobson  (Revell,  1974, 
159  pp.,  $3.95  paperback). 

Have  you  heard  about  the  latest  epidemic 
spreading  across  our  country?  It  is  spread  from 
one  generation  to  the  next,  and  it  can  be  very 
deadly.  It  is  the  epidemic  of  inferiority. 

What  is  so  bad  about  inferiority?  Well,  read  the 
first  chapter  of  this  book — about  Lee  Harvey 
Oswald — and  you  will  not  need  to  ask  that  question 
any  longer. 

Dr.  Dobson  believes  it  is  everyone's  God-given 
right  to  have  self-worth  and  self-esteem.  Where 
do  these  begin?  They  begin  in  the  home  with 
parents.  This  book,  like  Dobson's  earlier  book, 
Dare  to  Discipline,  was  written  for  parents. 

When  I  started  reading  Hide  or  Seek,  I  couldn't 
put  it  down.  It  is  packed  with  information  and 
guidelines   about   how   to   help   our   children. 

Hide  or  Seek  points  out  that  the  world  has  two 
measuring  sticks  by  which  it  measures  worth: 
beauty  and  intelligence.  I'm  afraid  that  these  two 
qualities  leave  out  a  lot  of  people. 

What  do  we  teach  our  children  to  help  them 
develop  a  healthy  respect  for  themselves?  Dr. 
Dobson  offers  guidelines  and  strategies.  Some  of 
these  are  teaching  children  to  respect  themselves, 
shaping  the  will  without  breaking  the  spirit,  avoid- 


ing overprotection  and  dependency,  and  preparing 
children    for    adolescence.    Sounds    challenging! 

Dr.  Dobson  does  not  quit  there.  He  finishes  his 
book  with  what  he  believes  is  the  most  important 
contribution  a  parent  can  make — the  need  to 
instill  in  children  a  genuine  faith  in  God.  In  the 
end  the  values  that  come  from  God  will  be  the 
only  ones  to  withstand  all  the  others. 

Christian  parents  everywhere  should  add  Hide 
or  Seek,  along  with  Dare  to  Discipline,  to  their 
libraries. 

— Carol  Geaslen 

Carol  Geaslen  is  a  homemaker  and  mother  of 
two  children. 


Accomplishing   the    Impossible 

Angel   at   Her   Shoulder   by    Kenneth   L.    Wilson 
(Harper  and  Row,  1964,  237  pp.,  950  paperback). 

In  this  book  Kenneth  L.  Wilson  tells  the  almost 
unbelievable  story  of  Lillian  Dickson,  missionary 
to  Formosa. 

When  Mrs.  Dickson  and  her  husband  Jim  arrived 
in  Formosa  in  1927,  they  found  leprosy,  head- 
hunters,  tuberculosis,  all  kinds  of  immorality  and 
filth,  and  seemingly  insurmountable  problems.  All 
of  these  would  have  dispirited  the  most  coura- 
geous, but  not  "Typhoon  Lil,"  as  she  was  so  aptly 
called  by   her  fellow  workers. 

As  Lillian's  story  unfolds,  we  find  her  building 
hospitals,  orphanges,  schools,  a  leprosarium, 
churches,  and  mountain  clinics  with  a  courage 
and  faith  that  made  her  associates  stand  in  awe. 
When  there  was  a  need,  she  took  care  of  it,  trust- 
ing God  to  provide  the  means.  At  one  time  she 
said,  "Every  month  we  seem  to  spend  more  than 
we  take  in,  and  yet  we  don't  go  broke." 

Mrs.  Dickson  was  a  woman  with  astounding 
determination.  When  she  saw  a  need,  nothing 
could  stop  her  from  putting  forth  every  effort 
to  see  that  the  need  was  met.  At  one  time  her 
friends  told  her,  "You  can't  take  on  the  whole 
world."   "I   can't,"   Lil  agreed,   "but  God  can." 

This  is  one  of  the  most  challenging  books  I  have 
ever  read.  I  recommend  it  for  teenagers  who  are 
looking  for  a  challenge  in  life,  and  also  for  any 
Christian  who  sometimes  becomes  "weary  in  well 
doing." 

— Mrs.  Herbert  Gilmer 

Mrs.  Gilmer  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Herbert  Gilmer, 
pastor  of  the  Ashland  Garber  Brethren  Church. 
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Paul's  Plan  for  Church  Planting 


by  William   H.   Kerner 

Recently  several  Brethren  men  representing  both  the  national  Missionary  Board  and 
district  mission  boards  participated  with  me  in  a  "Consultation  on  Church  Planting" 
sponsored  by  N.A.E.  Rev.  William  Kerner,  our  guest  columnist,  served  for  several  years 
as  president  of  the  Indiana  District  Mission  Board.  In  this  column  he  shares  some  of 
the  insights  he  gained  from  the  consultation. 

— Arden  E.   Gilmer 


AT  the  Chicago  "Consultation  on  Church 
Planting"  we  gained  many  valuable  and 
practical  insights.  One  of  the  most  useful 
insights  for  the  Brethren  Church  came 
from  a  presentation  by  Roy  H.  Hughes  of 
the  Church  of  God  about  "The  Biblical 
Basis  for  Church  Planting."  Mr.  Hughes 
reminded  us  that  church  planting  is  of  God. 
Jesus  said,  "I  will  build  my  church"  (Mat- 
thew 16:18).  That  statement  makes  us 
aware  that  the  church  Jesus  established 
is  the  basic  agency  for  spreading  the  gospel 
in  this  age. 

From  the  New  Testament  we  note  that 
the  Apostle  Paul  used  a  well-defined  plan 
to  plant  churches  everywhere  he  went.  As 
each  local  church  had  a  part  in  Paul's  plan, 
so  each  church  today  has  a  vital  part  in 
church  planting.  Let  us  look  at  how  prac- 
tical the  plan  of  Paul  really  was. 

(1)  He   had   an   understanding    of   God's 
purpose. 

God  gave  Paul  the  privilege  of  making 
plain  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  Paul  also 
revealed  God's  purpose  for  church  planting 
(Ephesians  3:8-12). 

(2)  He  trained  his  converts. 
Recognizing  that  each  believer  has  re- 
ceived a  "gift"  for  the  common  good,  Paul 
knew  the  importance  of  training  converts 
and  of  supervising  the  process  (Ephesians 
4:1-24).  Converts  were  trained  within  the 
local  church.  Timothy  was  an  example. 

(3)  He  engaged  lay-leadership. 

All  were  taught  to  tell  others  about  Jesus 
Christ  and  were  encouraged  to  volunteer 
for  the  task.  By  this  process  "tentmakers" 


were  also  made.  A  good  example  is  Aquila 
and  Priscilla    (Acts  18:1-3). 

(4)  He  utilized  available  facilities. 
Most  of  the  time  churches  met  in  private 

homes,  as  at  Corinth  (Acts  18:7).  Because 
the  groups  were  small,  there  were  more 
opportunities  for  leadership  to  develop. 

(5)  He  established  a  base  from  which  to 
work. 

Paul  worked  out  of  the  Antioch  Church 
with  his  proclaiming,  equipping,  and  tent- 
making  ministry   (Acts  15:41;   16:5). 

(6)  He  established  points  of  contact  with 
people. 

"Beachheads"  of  possibilities  were  estab- 
lished everywhere  Paul  went.  Note  the  list 
of  contacts  in  the  16th  chapter  of  Romans. 
Paul  was  people-centered  and  followed  up 
with  contacts. 

(7)  He  emphasized  the  family  unit. 

The  early  church  grew  by  families.  An 
example  of  this  is  in  the  work  of  Paul  and 
Silas  at  Philippi  (Acts  16:31).  Paul  knew 
if  the  father  became  a  convert,  the  family 
would  be  in  the  fold  also. 

(8)  He  relied  on  the  Lord  for  direction. 
Because  Paul  was  sensitive  to  the  Holy 

Spirit,  European  churches  came  into  exis- 
tence (Acts  16:7-13).  Location  was  a  mat- 
ter of  Divine  Guidance.  And  all  Paul's 
efforts  were  undergirded  with  prayer 
(Acts  20:17-36). 

Evangelism  was  a  continuing  program  of 
reproduction  in  Paul's  plan  for  church 
planting.  Paul's  practical  plan  can  be 
our  plan  for  growing  more  Brethren 
churches.  □ 
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World  Evangelism 

or  World  Relief? 


by  Kent   Bennett 


A  chemistry  major  in  college, 
who  had  been  considering  the 
pastoral  ministry,  brought  a 
group  discussion  to  a  standstill 
with  this  statement:  "Should 
I  decide  to  enter  the  ministry, 
I  will  leave  the  reform  to  the 
sociologist,  mental  illness  to  the 
psychologist  and  psychiatrist, 
and  penal  problems  to  the 
courts;  my  job  as  a  minister  will 
be  to  save  souls!"  Another  stu- 
dent looked  at  him  and  respond- 
ed, "My  Lord,  man,  what  does 
it  mean  to  save  souls?" 

Both  students  saw  part  of  the 
truth,  but  neither  had  it  fully 
in  focus.  In  her  recent  history, 
the  Christian  church  has  been 
hindered  by  the  same  confusion. 
Yet,  at  other  periods  in  her  long 
history  the  Christian  church  has 
been  able  to  keep  the  truth  of 
the  gospel  in  balanced  focus, 
thereby  avoiding  the  tragic  di- 
chotomy between  world  evan- 
gelism and  world  relief. 

The  supreme  work  of  the  Son 
of  God  for  the  sons  of  men  was 
His  gracious,  unexpected,  un- 
deserved act  of  divine  love  in 
pouring  out  His  life  for  His 
enemies — His  Father's  enemies 
— on  the  cross.  Nothing  higher 
or  grander  or  greater,  nothing 
more  totally  full  of  grace  could 
ever  be  done  for  us! 

Yet  this  does  not  mean  that 
the  only  significant  thing  Jesus 
Christ  ever  did  for  us  was  His 
atoning  death  on  the  cross.  The 
life  and  the  ministry  and  the 
teaching  of  Jesus  Christ  are 
also  for  us.  They  show  us  the 


revelation  of  God's  nature  and 
they  reveal  God's  will  for  the 
church.  As  we  ponder  the  person 
and  work  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this 
light,  we  see  how  far-reaching 
His  concern  was  and  is  for  the 
human  race. 

As  we  look  at  the  total  earthly 
life  and  ministry  of  our  Lord, 
we  discover  that  He  was  and  is 
concerned  about  the  whole  man 
and  not  just  the  soul  of  man. 
An  analysis  of  His  concerns  will 
show  this.  The  Gospels  reveal 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  concerned 
about  sickness  and  spent  a  great 
amount  of  time  healing  people 
physically,  mentally,  spiritually, 
and  emotionally.  His  church, 
His  continuing  channel  of  min- 
istry on  earth,  must  also  be 
involved  in  healing.  Jesus  was 
concerned  about  moral  and  spir- 
itual education  and  spent  much 
of  His  energy  teaching.  So  must 
His  church. 

The  God-Man  was  also  both- 
ered by  and  concerned  to  re- 
move racial  prejudice  and  the 
proud,  smug  attitudes  such  prej- 
udice breeds.  Luke  9:52-56  dem- 
onstrates this  to  us.  The  Savior 
of  the  souls  of  men  and  of  the 
whole  man  was  also  concerned 
about  poverty  and  hunger  and 
social  injustice.  He  told  stories 
about  the  evils  of  hoarding  this 
world's  goods  while  your  neigh- 
bor starves  at  your  doorstep  (or 
in  Africa  or  India,  etc.).  On 
two  separate  occasions  He  took 
the  time  and  the  trouble  to 
feed  the  hungry.  Here,  too,  His 
church  must  follow  His  example 


Rev.  Kent  Bennett  is  pastor  of  the  Maurertown  Brethren  Church. 
He  is  currently  serving  his  first  term  on  the  Brethren  World  Relief 
Board. 


and  His  teaching.  All  of  these 
things  the  church  must  do,  not 
as  an  act  or  acts  of  works  right- 
eousness in  the  futile  attempt 
to  earn  salvation,  but  as  an 
expression  of  gratitude  for  the 
freely  given  salvation  already 
received  and  enjoyed. 

If  we  are  to  be  true  to  our 
heritage  and  to  our  denomina- 
tional distinctives,  we  must  then 
study  the  Gospels  with  openness 
to  new  light.  This  the  Brethren 
have  been  doing  for  some  years 
now,  and  this  the  Brethren 
World  Relief  Board  has  helped 
us  do.  This  open-minded,  open- 
hearted,  fresh  new  survey  of 
the  gospel  has  revealed  to  us 
that  Jesus  Christ,  our  Savior 
and  Lord,  the  Suffering  Servant 
of  the  Lord,  was  and  is  con- 
cerned about  physical  illness, 
mental  illness,  emotional  illness, 
racial  and  class  prejudice,  pov- 
erty, social  injustice,  and  world 
hunger.  As  one  branch  of  His 
worldwide  church,  we  too  are 
concerned  about  these  issues 
and  we  too  are  spending  our- 
selves to  help  bring  relief  to 
the  world. 

Every  year  for  several  years 
now  the  Brethren  Church  has 
increased  her  giving  to  world 
relief  and  to  world  evangelism. 
These  are  two  signs  of  a 
healthy,  obedient  church. 

The  Book  of  Acts  is  probably 
the  greatest  book  about  world 
evangelism  ever  given  to  the 
world,  but  it  also  contains  the 
record  of  the  1st  century 
church's  concern  for  the  poor 
and  the  have  nots.  The  reform- 
ers Calvin  and  Luther  were 
active  in  alleviating  the  social 
ills  of  their  day.  Two  of  the 
greatest  evangelists  of  all  time 
(continued  on  page  27) 
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written  by 
Alberta  Holsinger 


Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Timothy  Grows  Up 


Young  Timothy  learned  about  Jesus  Christ  from  Paul,  then 
helped   Paul  tell  others  about  Jesus. 


Timothy  was  a  happy  little  boy.  He  had  many 
friends  to  play  with.  He  had  a  loving  family. 

His  mother,  Eunice,  was  Jewish.  She  worshiped 
God  and  taught  young  Timothy  the  Scriptures. 

His  grandmother  Lois  also  lived  with  them.  She 
told  Timothy  many  stories  of  Jewish  history.  She 
told  him  about  Noah  and  Abraham  and  Joseph. 
She  told  him  about  the  kings — David  and  Solomon 
and  Hezekiah  and  the  others.  She  told  him  about 
God's  prophets  and  the  promise  of  a  Savior  who 
would  save  the  people  from  their  sins. 

Timothy's  father  was  not  Jewish.  When  he  was 
with  his  young  son,  he  no  doubt  told  him  stories 
of  the  idols  he  worshiped. 

When  Timothy  was  by  himself,  he  thought  of 
the  stories  his  mother  and  grandmother  told  him. 
He  thought  of  the  stories  his  father  told  him. 

"Dad's  stories  are  good,  but  I  know  Mom  and 
Grandma's  stories  are  true.  I  will  serve  their  God 
— the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,"  he  decided. 

One  day  Eunice  came  home  from  the  market 
with   exciting  news. 

"O  Mother!  Timothy!"  she  said.  "The  Savior 
has  come.  There  was  a  man  at  the  market  who 
told  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  He  is  the  Savior  God 
promised." 

"Who  is  the  man  who  told  of  Jesus?"  asked 
Grandmother  Lois. 

"His  name  is  Paul,"  replied  Mother.  "I  asked 
him  to  come  later  to  tell  you  and  Timothy  about 
Jesus." 


Readiness  Activities 

Think  of  a  story  your  mother  or  grandmother 
has  told  you.  Tell  it  to  the  rest  of  your  group. 
Pretend  you  are  a  missionary.  Draw  a  picture 
that  will  help  you  tell  the  people  about  Jesus. 
(After  the  Bible  story  give  the  children  time 
to  tell  the  group  the  story  of  their  picture.) 


"Good,"  said  Grandmother.  "If  Jesus  is  the 
Savior,  I  want  to  know  about  Him." 

"O  Timothy,"  said  Mother,  as  she  hugged  her 
son,  "just  think!  God  has  kept  his  promise!  He 
has  sent  the  Savior  now!" 

Paul  did  visit  their  home.  He  told  them  many 
things  about  Jesus.  He  promised  to  visit  them 
again  the  next  time  he  was  in  Lystra. 

Timothy  was  a  young  man  when  Paul  returned 
to  Lystra.  He  had  grown  tall  and  strong.  He  had 
grown  kind  and  loving.  He  had  grown  in  his  faith 
in  God  and  in  Jesus  the  promised  Savior. 

Paul  said  to  a  friend,  "I  need  a  young  man  to 
travel  with  me.  I  need  someone  who  loves  God 
and  will  tell  others  about  Him." 

"Timothy  is  the  one  you  need,"  said  the  friend. 

"Timothy?"  asked  Paul.  "He's  just  a  boy!" 

The  friend  laughed.  "You  will  be  surprised  how 
much  he  has  grown.  You  will  see!" 

Paul  was  surprised.  "Why  Timothy!"  he  said. 
"How  you  have  grown!" 

Then  he  told  Timothy  and  his  family  he  needed 
someone  to  go  with  him  on  his  missionary  trips. 

"I  would  like  for  you  to  go  with  me,"  he  said 
to  Timothy.  "Will  you  be  my  helper?  Will  you 
tell  people  about  Jesus?" 

"Yes,"  answered  Timothy.  "I'll  go  with  you.  I'll 
help  you  tell  about  the  Savior." 

So  when  Paul  left  Lystra,  Timothy  went  with 
him.  He  traveled  to  many  cities  and  many  coun- 
tries with  Paul.  Wherever  they  went,  they  told  the 
people  about  Jesus. 

"He  is  the  Savior,  the  One  promised  by  God," 
explained  Timothy. 

Many  people  heard  him  preach  and  accepted 
Jesus  and  were  baptized. 

— Based  on:  Acts  16:1-7,  and  I  and  II  Timothy 

Memory  Scripture:  From  a  child  thou  hast 
known  the  holy  scriptures,  which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.     II  Timothy  3:15 
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Home  Missions  Story 


A  New  Church 


Shelly    enjoys    many    exciting    times    at    her    church — the 
Northwest  Brethren  Chapel  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 


Shelly  smiled  and  then  she  laughed  aloud  as 
she  pulled  on  her  pretty  new  dress.  She  was  going 
to  church.  She  was  going  to  church  at  her  school! 
Yes,  the  new  church,  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel, 
was   meeting   in  Thornydale  Elementary  School. 

Her  parents  had  heard  about  the  new  church 
when  Pastor  Curtis  and  Mr.  Ellis  stopped  at  their 
home.  They  told  them  of  God's  love  and  invited 
them  to  attend  the  first  service. 

Shelly,  Mommy,  and  Daddy  were  happy  at  the 
Northwest  Brethren  Chapel.  There  weren't  many 
people  there  that  first  Sunday,  but  they  felt  the 
love  of  God.  And  they  went  back.  Every  Sunday 
they  went  to  church  in  the  school. 

One  day  Daddy  lifted  Shelly  to  his  lap  and  said, 
"Mommy  and  I  have  accepted  Jesus  as  our  Savior. 
We're  going  to  be  baptized  Sunday." 

Shelly  threw  her  arms  around  his  neck  and 
hugged  him.  She  knew  her  fireman  daddy  was  the 
best  in  the  whole  world! 

A  few  days  later,  when  Shelly  was  playing  in 
the  yard,  her  neighbor  looked  over  the  fence  and 
said,  "Tell  your  mother  our  family  will  go  to 
church  with  you  Sunday." 

Shelly  ran  to  the  house  with  the  message.  Now 
there  would  be  more  children  in  church.  It  didn't 
matter  that  they  were  older  than  she.  They  would 
all   hear  about  Jesus. 

Then  one  Sunday  some  funny  looking  clowns 
appeared. 

"Tomorrow,"   said  one,  "we'll  have  V.B.S." 

"What's  V.B.S.?"   asked  the  other. 


"Vacation  Bible  school." 

"Oh,  vacation  Bible  school!  That's  for  kids." 

"No,  no,"  replied  the  first.  "Our  V.B.S.  is  for 
everyone — the  whole  family.  It  will  be  every 
evening  this  week  right  here  in  Thornydale 
School." 

That  was  an  exciting  week!  Many  new  boys 
and  girls  came.  But  best  of  all,  some  of  them  kept 
coming  after  vacation  Bible  school  was  over. 

Of  all  the  exciting  things  that  happened  at  her 
church,  Shelly  thought  Easter  1977  was  the  most 
exciting.  Just  two  days  before  Easter  the  church 
bought  ten  acres  of  beautiful  land  at  the  foot  of 
a  graceful  mountain.  So  at  sunrise  on  Easter 
morning  they  worshiped  the  risen  Savior  on  their 
own  land. 

Soon  they  were  planning  a  lovely  church 
building.  Many  people  all  over  the  United  States 
have  been  helping  by  praying  and  by  giving 
money. 

You  can  help.  You  can  pray  for  our  friends  at 
the  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel.  You  can  give  an 
offering  to  our  Signal  Lights  project  to  help  Home 
Mission  churches. 

As  you  give,  think  about  Shelly,  her  parents, 
and  her  friends.  Through  our  gifts  and  prayers 
many  others  will  come  to  know  and  to  love  and 
to  serve  Jesus. 

(Based  on  a  true  story  told  to  the  Signal  Lights 
editor  by  Rev.  William  Curtis,  pastor  Northwest 
Brethren  Chapel,  Tucson,  Ariz.) 
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(continued  from  page  25) 

were  also  zealous  to  minister 
to  the  social  needs  of  men  (as 
is  Dr.  Billy  Graham).  Dwight 
L.  Moody  cared  about  the  whole 
person  and  ministered  food  and 
housing  to  alcoholics  and  other 
needy  people.  F.  B.  Meyer  start- 
ed a  prison-gate  mission,  a  home 
for  friendless  boys,  a  wood- 
chopping  yard  and  a  window 
cleaning  brigade  for  the  unem- 
ployed, and  yet  no  one  would 
doubt  his  zeal  for  lost  souls! 

I  am  a  new  member  of  the 
World  Relief  Board,  but  I  am 
thankful     to    Phil     Lersch     and 


those  who  have  worked  closely 
with  him,  for  they  have  helped 
us  keep  the  gospel  in  balance 
and  in  focus.  They  have  helped 
us  obey  our  Lord  and  be  faith- 
ful to  Him  as  they  have  enabled 
us  to  minister  to  our  commun- 
ities and  to  our  world  through 
evangelism  and  relief! 

We  dare  not  believe  that  the 
only  true  Christian  church  is 
the  one  that  seeks  to  save  souls, 
nor  can  we  say  that  the  only 
true  Christian  church  is  the  one 
which  seeks  social  justice  for 
the  oppressed  of  the  earth.  The 
New  Testament  will  not  allow 
us  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  false 
dichotomy.  The  example  and 
teaching  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 


will  not  allow  us  to  divide  into 
two  camps — the  one  seeking  to 
save  souls,  the  other  seeking 
social  justice.  If  the  Christian 
church  and  the  Brethren  Church 
are  to  be  faithful  and  true  to 
their  mission,  we  must  be  con- 
cerned for  both  and  active  in 
both.  It  is  not  an  either/or  issue. 
It  is  a  both /and  issue. 

Thank  God  for  the  Brethren 
World  Relief  emphasis;  thank 
God  for  the  Brethren  Missionary 
Board.  Let's  give  sacrificially, 
continually,  increasingly  to  both! 

Today  15,000  people  starved 
to  death;  more  than  3%  million 
starved  to  death  last  year.  WE 
CAN  HELP!  We  WILL,  and 
our  Lord  will  work  with  us! 


April  1978 


27 


£? 


*. 


:% 


*;^ 


^%, 


/.?, 


% 


% 


*fc 


** 


'<* 


^4 


cWoodfield 
Terrace 

^OCenter Street  •  Ashland. Ohio  44805  ■  Phone  (419)289-2202 


*67S3 


(419)  J68-3242 


That's  what  your  letters  should  be  getting  .  .  . 
whether  sent  to  individuals  or  to  a  whole 
community. 

In  fact,  many  people  use  your  letters  to  develop 
their  first  impressions  of  you  and  your  organ- 
ization. Is  that  impression  favorable? 

It's  easy  to  produce  a  letterhead.  But  if  you 
want  to  create  a  clear  mental  image  of  your 
church,  business,  or  organization,  call  a  printer 
committed  to  graphic  communication. 

When  you  come  to  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company,  you  will  always  find  helpful  craftsmen 
interested  in  learning  as  much  as  possible  about 
your  organization.  Why?  So  we  can  capture  that 
image  graphically  and  instill  it  in  your  reader's 
mind. 

Which  will  it  be?  A  mere  letterhead  or  a 
positive  visual  communicator?  The  choice  is  yours. 
Stop  by  and  see  how  we've  been  satisfying  our 
customers.  Or  call. 
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V       1 


the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


r  > 


Death  for  Christians  is  birth  into  a  new  world. 


Death  as  Birth 


WHAT  is  it  that  the  Pepsi  generation 
fears  most  ?  Without  a  doubt  it's  death. 
Death  is  that  sudden  exclamation  mark  at 
the  end  of  a  sentence. 

I  have  observed  (you  probably  have  too) 
that  death  always  comes  as  a  shock,  even 
if  family  and  friends  are  expecting  it.  Even 
if  it  appears  to  be  a  "blessing"  for  a  long- 
suffering  patient.  When  we  suddenly  realize 
that  death  has  come,  we  are  stunned.  Death 
signifies  the  end  of  a  relationship.  It  is 
usually  abrupt,  like  cutting  off  a  sentence 
before  it's  completed. 

Death  often  creates  bitterness,  especially 
in  a  remaining  partner.  She  (or  he)  is  un- 
prepared for  this  tragic  event.  It  interrupts 
a  lifetime  of  planning.  Perhaps  retirement 
had  just  begun.  Plans  had  been  carefully 
laid  for  the  last  20  years,  and  now  death! 

Or  a  family  is  shocked  by  the  loss  of  a 
child.  The  Grim  Reaper  strikes,  removing 
from  a  happy  home  a  beautiful  child — the 
subject  of  so  many  plans  and  dreams.  If 
hearts  burst,  they  surely  burst  over  such 
tragedy!  Death  is  simply  hard  to  take,  re- 
gardless of  your  philosophical  persuasion 
in  life. 

But  maybe  we've  got  this  thing  upside 
down.  Maybe  we  ought  to  think  of  death 
as  birth.  I  would  have  to  caution  you  here, 
however.  Personally  I  cannot  think  of  death 
as  birth  except  from  a  Christian  perspective. 
If  there  is  no  Christian  perspective  on  death, 
then  it  is  useless  and  vain  to  talk  of  death 
as  anything  other  than  a  sudden  exclama- 
tion point. 

Personally  I'll  have  none  of  these  theories 
whereby  one  hopes  to  re-enter  this  life  in 
a  somewhat  improved  state  or  position.  This 
is  nothing  but  recycling.  We  can  do  the 
same  with  bottles. 

Christians  think  of  death  as  birth.  What 


do  we  know  of  birth,  other  than  what  we've 
read  or  observed?  Not  much.  We  know  the 
procedure  and  the  struggle  that  takes  place. 
But  do  we  remember  being  born?  I  don't, 
do  you? 

Maybe  we  fought  something  fierce  to 
keep  from  being  born.  After  all,  mother's 
womb  provided  tremendous  security.  It  was 
warm  and  snug,  and  there  was  no  tough 
competition  (unless  you  were  a  twin). 
Everything  was  provided.  All  we  did  was 
eat  and  sleep. 

Then  it  happened.  We  were  born.  Fight 
as  we  would,  we  could  not  prevent  it.  It  just 
happened.  We  were  pushed  along  like  a  raft 
down  the  Colorado  River.  Suddenly  we 
burst  forth  into  a  new  world  of  light  and 
sound.  Birth  had  taken  place.  Things  be- 
came radically  different.  No  wonder  we 
yelled ! 

Death,  I  think,  is  similar.  We  may  feel 
quite  snug  and  content  here.  Suddenly  we're 
pushed  along  toward  death's  waiting  arms. 
At  a  certain  point  there's  no  turning  back. 
It's  just  a  matter  of  time.  It's  like  a  barge 
pushing  off  from  shore.  We're  crossing 
over.  What  had  been  painful  is  no  longer 
so.  Now  it's  only  painful  to  those  standing 
on  the  shore.  Finally  we  break  loose.  Earth's 
umbilical  cord  is  cut.  We  die! 

Loved  ones  bury  our  remains  and  mourn 
our  departure.  They  are  saddened.  But 
little  do  they  know  (how  could  they?)  that 
this  was  not  death,  but  birth.  We  have  now 
stepped  from  the  old  barge  to  the  new  shore. 
The  new  light  is  so  bright  that  all  we  can 
do  is  wonder — maybe  yell.  Just  like  we  did 
at  physical  birth.  But  back  on  the  shore 
they  can't  hear  our  yell  of  joy  and  wonder. 
They  don't  know  that  the  death  they  saw 
was  really  birth.  □ 
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Biblical 
Leadership 

in  the 
Church 


Stephen  Swihart  takes  a  look  at 

what  the  Bible  says  about  who 

should  lead  the  church. 


PIE  modern  church  seems  ecclesias- 
tically overorganized  and  spiritually 
undernourished,"  says  Aaron  Meckel.  I  feel, 
with  great  sorrow,  that  this  might  be  said 
of  many  of  our  evangelical  denominations. 
Our  own  denomination  (like  all  other 
evangelical  churches)  is  confronted  with 
two  traditional  enemies:  (1)  the  possibility 
of  a  change  from  the  biblical  message,  and 
(2)  the  probability  of  no  change  toward 
more  biblical  methods. 

The  matter  which  concerns  me  in  this 
article  is  our  leadership  on  all  levels — local, 
district,  and  national.  The  question  I  will 
endeavor  to  resolve  is  this:  "Has  God  or- 
dained a  particular  form  of  church  gov- 
ernment for  us  to  follow?" 

God   ordains    national   government 

"There  is  no  authority  (or  government) 
except  from  God"  (Romans  13:1).  All  the 
former  nations  of  all  time  throughout  all 
the    world    owe    their    birth,    growth,    and 

Stephen  D.  Swihart  is  pastor  of  the  Elkhart,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  and  author  of  the  Victor 
Bible  Source  Book. 
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The  purpose  of  church  government  is  to  recognize  the 
importance  and  role  of  each  Christian  and  to  develop 
procedures  that  will  result  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
lost  and  the  edification  of  the  saved. 


death  to  God  (Acts  17:26).  And  all  "those 
(nations)  which  (presently)  exist  are 
established  by  God"  (Romans  13:1).  For 
it  is  God  who  "removes  kings  and  estab- 
lishes kings"  (Daniel  2:21).  "He  does 
according  to  His  will  .  .  .  among  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  earth;  and  no  one  can  ward 
off  His  hand  or  say  to  Him,  'What  hast 
Thou  done?'"  (Daniel  4:35).  God  reigns 
supreme  in  the  government  of  all  the 
world's  nations. 

This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  all 
the  legislative  actions  of  all  nations  are 
always  in  perfect  harmonization  with  His 
will.  Whenever  any  nation  violates  God's 
spiritual,  moral,  social,  economic,  and 
political  principles  for  government,  that 
nation  is  subject  to  the  judgment  of 
heaven    (see  Deuteronomy  28:1-68). 

The  Lord  "is  patient  .  .  .  not  wishing  for 
any  to  perish  but  for  all  to  come  to  re- 
pentance" (II  Peter  3:9).  This  includes 
nations  (see  the  Book  of  Jonah).  But  even 
God's  patience  has  a  limit.  And  when  a 
nation  goes  beyond  that  point,  God  will 
send  His  wrath  upon  them  (see  Gen.  15:16; 
Deut.  9:3-4;  Isa.  13:1-16;  etc.). 

God  is  the  Head  of  the  nations.  He  rules 
them  according  to  the  principles  of  right- 
eousness. When  they  obey  His  laws,  they 
are  graciously  rewarded.  When  they  dis- 
obey His  laws,  they  are  ultimately  judged. 

God   ordains   church   government 

There  is  a  direct  parallel  between  God's 
rule  in  the  nations  and  His  rule  in  the 
church.  Obedience  to  His  ordained  prin- 
ciples of  church  government  yields  an 
abundance  of  blessings  (I  Cor.  12-14;  Eph. 
4:11-16).  But  disobedience  to  His  regula- 
tions brings  a  call  to  repentance,  along 
with  the  threat  of  chastisement  (Heb.  12: 
5-15;  Rev.  2-3). 

When  an  erring  church  repents,  it  is 
restored  into  the  full  provisions  of  God's 
grace  and  goodness.  But  when  a  church 
continues  in  its  "sacred  traditions"  and  fails 
to  heed  God's  voice,  then  it  will  find  Jesus 


outside  its  assembly  (regardless  of  how 
evangelical  its  name  may  be),  and  it  will 
be  without  His  blessing  (see  I  Cor.  11:17- 
18;  Rev.  2:5,  16,  22-23;  3:3,  5,  16,  19-20)! 
May  God  grant  to  our  churches  a  re- 
newed spirit  of  exploration  to  seek  out  the 
Lord's  will  in  the  crucial  matter  of  church 
government  at  all  levels! 

The   purpose   of   church   government 

The  church  is  both  an  organism  and  an 
organization.  As  an  organism  the  church 
is  composed  of  all  those  persons  who  have 
surrendered  themselves  to  the  Headship  of 
Jesus  Christ  (Eph.  1:22;  Col.  1:18).  As 
an  organization  the  church  is  composed  of 
all  those  persons  who  gather  in  a  given 
location  for  the  purpose  of  efficiently  and 
effectively  discipling  the  world  (Matt. 
28:19). 

The  term  organization  has  to  do  with 
one's  occupation  or  function.  And  the  term 
organism  has  to  do  with  one's  membership 
or  enrollment. 

All  Christians  are  equally  joined  to  Jesus 
Christ  in  salvation.  In  this  realm  "there  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Greek  .  .  .  slave  nor  free 
man  .  .  .  male  nor  female;  for  you  are  all 
one  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Gal.  3:28;  cf.  I  Cor. 
12:12-13;  Col.  3:11).  This  is  the  meaning 
of  organism. 

All  Christians  are  not,  however,  equally 
gifted.  In  this  realm  some  are  adminis- 
trators, others  are  teachers ;  some  are  help- 
ers, others  pray,  and  so  forth.  Each  person 
is  vital  to  the  edification  of  the  church,  but 
edification  is  only  achieved  when  each  per- 
son fulfills  the  function  for  which  he  or 
she  was  gifted  of  God.  This  is  the  meaning 
of  organization. 

The  purpose  of  church  government, 
therefore,  is  first  to  recognize  the  impor- 
tance and  role  of  each  individual  Christian, 
and  second,  to  develop  procedures  in  the 
local  church  that  will  result  in  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  lost  and  the  sound  edifica- 
tion of  the  saved. 

(continued  on  next  page) 


May  1978 


It  is  at  this  juncture  that  emotions  often 
suddenly  erupt  and  that  the  carnality  of 
the  church  shows  its  ugliest  face.  The  cause 
for  this  unproductive  display  of  energy  is 
simple  to  analyze. 

(1)  Generally  speaking,  a  person  rejects 
the  right  of  anyone  to  tell  him  what  he  is 
to  do  or  what  he  is  not  to  do.  Man  enjoys 
independence.  He  prefers  to  give  orders,  not 
receive  them.  This  is  natural.  And  herein 
lies  the  root  of  the  whole  problem.  God  has 
called  us  out  of  the  natural  self-life  and 
into  the  spiritual  life  (see  I  Cor.  3:1-4). 
The  spiritual  person  can  humbly  receive 
orders  from  church  leaders  without  any 
idle  chatter. 

(2)  Generally  speaking,  again,  people  do 
not  trust  other  people.  Man  only  trusts 
himself.  Giving  leadership  authority  to 
someone  else  strikes  a  fear  in  his  heart — 
a  fear  that  he  might  not  get  his  way.  But 
God  can  deliver  us  from  this  childish  and 
carnal  trait,  too,  if  we  will  allow  Him 
(II  Tim.  1:7;  I  John  4:18). 

The   operation   of  church   government 

The  matter  of  church  government  is  so 
simple  to  understand  that  a  child  can  grasp 
it.  Our  frequent  failure  to  see  and  apply 
biblical  principles  has  not  been  due  to  any 
lack  of  clear  or  pointed  Scriptures  (there 
are  literally  dozens  of  them),  but  because 
our  deceived  or  stubborn  hearts  have  not 
allowed  us  to  receive  God's  word  in  whole. 
Traditions,  misunderstandings,  self-erected 
opinions,  and  blatant  carnality  have  all 
contributed  to  our  lack  of  advancement  in 
achieving  the  kind  of  church  government 
that  pleases  God.  Brethren,  let  us  not  reject 


Recently,  many  U.S.  churches  have  been  re- 
examining their  organizational  patterns.  The 
Brethren  Church  is  no  exception. 

In  1976,  the  ad  hoc  "Board  Group"  presented 
to  General  Conference  a  proposal  for  denomina- 
tional organization  entitled  "Organizing  for 
Growth."  The  proposal  was  referred  to  the  Polity 
Committee  for  further  study  and  recommen- 
dation. 

A  number  of  local  churches  have  organized 
around  the  concept  of  ministries  rather  than 
the  traditional  Official  Board  and  its  committees. 
This  month,  the  newly-formed  Florida  District 
will  consider  using  the  ministries  concept  for  its 
district  organization. 

We  welcome  reports  from  churches  or  dis- 
tricts that  have  taken  a  unique  approach  to 
organization.  Please  contact  Managing  Editor 
Ron  Waters. 


the  possibility  of  further  insights  into 
God's  plan  for  the  church  .  .  .  our  very 
own  church. 

I  will  now  seek  to  present  the  biblical 
teaching  on  church  government  as  system- 
atically, thoroughly,  and  simply  as  possible. 

1.  Jesus  Is  the  Head  of  the  Church. 

All  church  government  begins  by  ac- 
knowledging the  absolute  Lordship  of 
Christ  over  the  total  affairs  of  the  church 
— local,  district,  and  national  (Matt.  28:18; 
Eph.  1:22;  Col.  1:18).  No  single  individual 
or  group  of  individuals  has  the  authority 
to  reject  or  alter,  in  any  way,  a  single 
syllable  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  either 
directly  through  His  lips  or  indirectly 
through  the  testimony  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  The  foundation  for  church 
government  is  based  solely  upon  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

2.  Jesus  Transmits  His  Headship  to  Spir- 
itual Elders. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Jesus  is  still  at 
work  in  the  church  today,  operating 
through  the  various  ministries  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  (John  16:13-15;  Rom.  8:9;  etc.).  And 
one  of  those  ministries  is  to  enable  the 
members  of  the  church  to  do  the  will  of 
Christ.  Naturally  this  opens  many  doors, 
but  let  us  consider  the  one  marked  spiritual 
gifts. 

Viewed  from  either  a  leader's  or  a  fol- 
lower's perspective,  there  are  basically  only 
two  types  of  spiritual  gifts:  (1)  office  gifts, 
and  (2)  ministry  gifts.  The  former  are  not 
so  much  gifts  that  are  given  to  individuals 
as  they  are  gifted  men  who  are  given  to 
the  church.  The  latter  are  gifts  that  are 
given  to  individuals.  Distinguishing  between 
these  gifts — those  which  are  given  to  the 
church  and  those  which  are  given  to  in- 
dividuals— is  a  very  important  consideration 
in  church  government. 

While  it  is  the  general  responsibility  of 
all  believers  to  do  the  work  of  edification, 
it  is  the  distinct  and  specific  responsibility 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Church  government  begins  by  acknowl- 
edging the  Lordship  of  Christ  over  the 
total  affairs  of  the  church. 


of  those  with  the  office  gifts  to  fulfill  this 
function  (Eph.  4:11-12).  The  Bible  calls 
these  office  holders  by  various  names,  but 
perhaps  the  most  consistent  and  revealing 
is  "elders"  (or  "bishops" — these  are  inter- 
changeable terms  to  describe  the  spiritual 
leaders  in  the  local  church;  see  Acts  20:17 
with  verse  28). 

The  term  elder  is  used  of  those  persons 
"of  rank  or  position  of  responsibility  .  .  . 
in  the  Jewish  nation  ...  of  those  who  were 
the  heads  or  leaders  of  the  tribes  and  fam- 
ilies (Num.  11:16;  Deut.  27:1)  .  .  .  (of) 
those  who  managed  public  affairs  in  the 
various  cities  (Lk.  7:3)  and  in  the  Chris- 
tian churches,  (of)  those  who  .  .  .  were 
appointed  to  have  the  spiritual  care  of,  and 
to  exercise  oversight  over,  the  churches" 
(W.  E.  Vine,  An  Expository  Dictionary  of 
New  Testament  Words,  pp.  20-21;  Fleming 
H.  Revell  Company). 

The  elder  (or  bishop)  is  an  overseer,  a 
shepherd.  He  is  one  who  leads  the  flock  of 
God  (Acts  20:28;  I  Pet.  5:2),  teaches  and 
exhorts  the  followers  of  Christ  (I  Tim.  3:2; 
Tit.  1:9),  refutes  those  who  teach  error 
(Tit.  1:9),  prays  for  the  sick  (James  5:14- 
15),  and  manages  the  affairs  of  the  church 
(I  Tim.  3:5;  Heb.  13:7,  17). 

When  all  the  ecclesiastical  dust  has 
settled,  one  undisputed  fact  remains — the 
New  Testament  envisions  two  types  of 
people  who  work  together  in  unity  in  the 
local  church,  leaders  and  followers.  Both 
parties  possess  gifts  and  both  are  vital  to 
the  life  of  the  church,  but  their  contrast  is 
as  important  as  their  comparison.  Jesus' 
Headship  of  the  church  is  exercised  through 
its  Spirit-gifted  elders.  And  wise  is  the  per- 
son who  finds  and  follows  their  counsel. 

In  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church 
we  no  longer  have  an  official  board  and 
thirty-four  other  contributing  boards  and 
committees.  We  found  this  system  to  be 
more  of  a  traditional  burden  than  a  prac- 
tical blessing.  So  we  went  to  the  Scriptures 
and  looked  for  a  solution.  The  result  was  a 
totally  new  constitution  in  which  we  now 
have    only    two    elected    bodies — deacons/ 


deaconesses  (the  servants  of  the  church) 
and  elders  (the  leaders  of  the  church — all 
of  them  men).  And  it  is  working  fantas- 
tically well! 

The  foundation  of  operation  for  the 
church  cannot  be  Robert's  Rules  of  Order 
or  modern  democracy.  The  only  solid  foun- 
dation that  will  withstand  the  ravages  of 
time  and  secure  the  blessings  of  God  is  the 
teaching  of  the  Scriptures  alone!  Elders 
must  lead  the  church  at  all  levels — local, 
district,  and  national. 

In  this  particular  vein  it  is  logical  to 
comment  on  the  nature  of  our  district  and 
national  conference  programs.  It  seems  to 
me  that  these  meetings  are  about  10% 
inspiration/information  and  90%  boring 
business.  Why  not  reverse  these  percentage 
ratios?  Call  in  the  leaders  to  conduct  the 
business  until  it  is  completed  (whether  it 
takes  a  half  day  or  three  full  days).  Then, 
call  in  the  general  assembly  to  hear  the 
capsulized  results  of  our  leaders'  labors, 
along  with  a  richly  diversified  program  that 
will  stimulate  us  toward  a  real  enthusiasm 
for  the  work  of  God. 

Use  conference  to  educate,  to  train,  and 
to  discover  practical  principles  for  evan- 
gelism and  edification!  I  for  one  am  more 
than  ready  to  follow  elected  leaders.  I  am 
also  more  than  ready  to  attend  a  conference 
that  gives  me  something  to  go  home  and 
talk  about  that  is  practical  and  positive! 

3.    Elders  Are  Elected  by  the  Congregation. 

Elders  are  not  self-appointed  men.  Rath- 
er, they  are  mature  and  proven  individuals 
who  have  won  the  hearts  and  wills  of  their 
churches  by  their  consistently  exemplary 
Christian  lives  (I  Tim.  3:1-6;  Tit.  1:5-9). 
They  are  persons  into  whose  hands  the 
congregation  joyfully  and  confidently 
places  the  right  to  direct  the  spiritual  and 
material  affairs  of  the  local  assembly  (and 
through  other  elections,  to  direct  the  total 
affairs  of  district  and  national  conference). 
They  are  elected  (Acts  1:26;  6:3-5)  and 
appointed  (Acts  14:23;  Tit.  1:5)  to  lead 
the  church.  And  this  they  must  do,  unless 
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their  conduct  and/or  doctrine  warrants 
their  removal  (I  Tim.  5:19-20  with  I  Cor.  5). 
Although  the  qualifications  for  eldership 
require  a  Spirit-endowment  (not  a  seminary 
degree)  and  congregational  recognition, 
the  awesomeness  of  the  responsibilities  as- 
sociated with  church  government  requires 
that  more  than  one  person  hold  this  office. 
Every  church  of  the  New  Testament  had 
at  least  two  elders  (Acts  11:30;  14:23;  15:2, 
4,  6,  22-23;  16:4;  20:17;  21:18;  I  Tim.  4:14; 
5:17;  Tit.  1:5;  James  5:15;  I  Pet.  5:1). 
Not  all  the  elders  will  "work  hard  at  preach- 
ing and  teaching";  some  will  be  adminis- 
trators. But  together  they  will  organize  the 
necessary  machinery  to  fulfill  the  great 
commission  of  making  disciples  (I  Tim. 
5:17).  In  Elkhart  we  have  eleven  elders 
who  serve  a  three-year  term  (with  approx- 
imately one-third  coming  up  for  possible 
re-election  each  year.  This  includes  the 
pastor). 

4.    Elders   Do   Not  Lord  Their  Authority 
Over  the  Congregation. 

Peter  strictly  charged  the  elders  not  to  be 
"lording  it  over  those  alloted  to  (their) 
charge"  (I  Pet.  5:3).  There  are  several 
reasons  for  this  exhortation. 

First,  superiority  is  not  a  proper  attitude 
for  a  leader.  True  leadership  seeks  to  serve 
the  church,  not  to  lord  it  over  the  church 
(Matt.  18:1-4;  Luke  22:24-27). 

Second,  the  congregation  is  not  without 
any  authority.  It  still  retains  the  right  to 
rebuke  an  elder  publicly  and,  if  necessary, 
to  excommunicate  him  (I  Tim.  5:19-20; 
I  Cor.  5),  to  elect  those  who  shall  be  dea- 
cons/deaconesses and  elders,  and  to  approve 
or  not  approve  the  important  matters  that 
are  presented  to  them  by  the  elders  (Acts 
15:1-21). 

Elders  are  not  "lone  rangers."  Their 
work  must  be  accepted  by  the  congregation 
— again,  at  the  local,  district,  and  national 
levels. 

If  the  local  church  wants  New  Testament 
results,  then  it  must  practice  New  Testa- 
ment principles. 


If  we  face  this  matter  seriously — and  we 
must — then  a  census  of  our  local  churches 
would  tabulate  few  persons  with  true  elder- 
ship qualifications.  Nevertheless,  if  there 
be  but  two  persons,  let  their  voices  sound 
forth,  and  let  all  others  be  politely  silenced. 
Let  us  return  the  leadership  of  the  church 
to  those  who  are  gifted  of  Christ  to  fulfill 
their  God-given  responsibilities. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  Bible 
does  not  teach  an  across-the-board  equality 
among  Christians.  Certainly  we  are  equal 
in  our  position  in  Christ  as  being  Christians. 
Certainly  we  are  equal  in  our  ability  to  lead 
spiritual  lives.  But  there  are  some  very 
important  areas  of  distinction,  too. 

Consider  your  own  home  for  a  moment. 
Wives  are  to  "be  subject  to  (their)  own 
husbands"  because  "the  husband  is  the  head 
of  the  wife"  (Eph.  5:22-23).  Complementing 
this  command  is  the  equal  imperative  for 
husbands  to  "love  (their)  wives"  (Eph. 
5:25).  This  picture  of  submission  and  love, 
says  Paul,  is  a  perfect  illustration  of  "Christ 
and  the  church"  (Eph.  5:23).  If  I  may  add 
one  note,  it  is  also  a  perfect  representation 
of  the  relationship  that  is  to  exist  between 
the  congregation  and  its  elders — submis- 
sion by  the  former  and  love-leadership  by 
the  latter. 

Let  me  be  as  practical  as  possible.  No 
adult  would  consult  with  children  in  matters 
that  were  too  deep  for  their  understanding. 
For  instance,  a  mother  does  not  consult 
with  her  infant  daughter  before  knitting  a 
sweater.  And  no  father  dialogues  with  his 
pre-teen  son  before  buying  the  next  set  of 
tires  for  the  car.  Why?  Because  children 
are  not  sufficiently  mature  to  be  able  to 
give  sound  advice  in  these  matters.  This  is 
not  their  fault.  They  simply  have  yet  to 
mature.  It  is  a  matter  of  development. 

The  same  principle  is  true  in  the  church: 
Not  all  believers  have  been  leadership  gifted 
or  have  become  sufficiently  mature  to 
assume  the  authority  of  voting  in  matters 
requiring  mature  men  and  women  of  God. 
If  the  church  is  to  function  as  it  ought, 
then  it  will  be  necessarv  for  all  of  us  to 


8 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


discern  whether  we  are  really  ready  to  lead 
others  into  maturity  or  whether  we  still 
need  to  follow  others  into  it! 

At  Elkhart  we  make  a  vivid  distinction 
between  the  ordinance  of  baptism  and  the 
act  of  joining  the  local  church.  We  believe 
that  congregational  membership  entitles 
one  to  the  privilege  of  voting  and  holding 
an  office.  Therefore,  this  membership 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  those  who  are 
sufficiently  mature  to  grasp  the  obligations 
that  these  responsibilities  hold. 

Applicants  for  membership  are  required 
to  carefully  read  our  constitution  (and  any 
other  literature  deemed  appropriate  by  the 
elders  of  the  church).  They  are  then  inter- 
viewed by  a  body  of  elders  to  establish  their 


conversion,  doctrinal  position,  and  spiritual 
character.  Only  those  persons  who  demon- 
strate a  measure  of  completeness  in  these 
areas  will  be  considered  qualified  for  the 
privileges  of  church  membership. 

When  James  said,  "Let  not  many  of  you 
become  teachers,  my  brethren,  knowing 
that  as  such  we  shall  incur  a  stricter  judg- 
ment," he  could  have  just  as  easily  inserted 
the  word  elders  or  leaders  in  place  of  the 
word  teachers.  The  position  of  leadership 
is  a  serious  one,  and  unless  you  are  a  recog- 
nized leader,  continue  in  the  sound  advice 
of  Hebrews  13:17,  which  says,  "Obey  your 
leaders,  and  submit  to  them.  .  .  .  Let  them 
do  this  with  joy  and  not  grief,  for  this 
would  be  unprofitable  for  you."  □ 


The  Church  in  a  Modern  World 


Homosexuality 
and  God's  Word 


George  Solomon  sheds  biblical  light  on  one  of  the  pressing 
moral  issues  of  our  day. 


HOMOSEXUAL  is  a  word  that  many 
people  had  never  heard  of  20  years 
ago.  If  asked  to  define  it,  many  would  not 
have  been  able  to  do  so.  But  today  there 
is  no  other  word  that  stirs  up  more  emo- 
tion, creates  such  great  fear,  and  yet  is  so 
little  understood. 

Anita  Bryant's  collision  with  the  gay 
liberation  forces  in  Dade  County,  Florida, 
last  year  raised  issues  more  far-reaching 
than  either  side  may  have  realized.  Voters 
in  that  county  overwhelmingly  refused  to 
give  homosexuality  a  legally  protected 
status.  But  several  communities  have  done 
so  (including  the  city  of  Wichita,  Kansas, 
near  which  I  am  located).  And  the  issue 
smolders  on  in  communities  across  our 
nation. 

Several  denominations  are  facing  de- 
mands that  they  accept  avowed  homosex- 
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uals  into  the  clergy.  One  large  denomina- 
tion has  already  ordained  a  declared 
lesbian,  and  others  seem  determined  to 
follow  in  the  same  way.  This  problem  is  of 
such  magnitude  today  that  it  has  implica- 
tions for  our  country's  moral  directions. 
Many  of  us  begin  to  wonder  what  ever 
happened  to  sin. 

The  task  of  the  church  is  to  proclaim 
God's  word  with  authority  and  with  the 
aim  of  changing  society.  When  we  try  to 
change  God's  word  to  make  it  more  palata- 
ble to  our  society,  we  are  betraying  our 
God-given  trust.  It  is  the  world  that  needs 
changing,  not  God's  word! 

I  watched  a  film  of  the  1975  gay  rights 
movement  in  San  Francisco  recently.  In 
the  film  reporters  were  interviewing  many 
participants  and  onlookers.  One  man  said, 
"The  Constitution  is  the  law  of  the  land, 
not  the  Bible."  While  this  is  true — and  I 
believe  every  Christian  should  uphold  the 
Constitution  whenever  possible — the  Bible 
must  be  the  law,  the  final  authority,  for 
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the  church.  The  Brethren  Church  has,  from 
its  beginning,  accepted  the  Bible  as  a  safe 
and  sufficient  guide  for  the  Christian  life. 

Heterosexual  behavior,  the  opposite  of 
homosexual  behavior,  seems  clearly  to  have 
been  the  manner  in  which  God  instructed 
the  first  male  and  female  to  respond  to  the 
sex  drive  he  had  placed  in  each  of  them. 
And  a  casual  observance  of  the  animal  king- 
dom will  reveal  that  heterosexual  behavior 
is  innate  among  all  of  God's  creatures. 

After  God  created  the  birds  and  sea 
creatures,  the  Bible  says,  "And  God  blessed 
them,  saying,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and 
fill  the  waters  in  the  seas,  and  let  fowl 
multiply  in  the  earth"  (Genesis  1:22).  Now 
I  submit  to  you  that  it  is  a  well-established 
scientific  fact  that  the  only  way  any  of 
these  creatures  could  multiply  was  through 
the  physical  union  of  a  male  and  female 
of  the  species.  Therefore,  it  would  seem 
clear  that  God  established  and  command- 
ed heterosexual  behavior  in  the  animal 
kingdom. 

In  Genesis  1:27-28  we  read,  "So  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image 
of  God  created  he  him;  male  and  female 
created  he  them.  And  God  blessed  them, 
and  God  said  unto  them,  Be  fruitful,  and 
multiply.  ..."  Again  I  submit  to  you  that 
the  only  way  the  human  race  can  multiply 
is  through  the  physical  union  of  male  and 
female.  So  once  more  God  commanded 
heterosexual  behavior.  It  also  seems  un- 
questionably clear  from  these  passages 
that  the  principle  purpose  in  creating  us 
sexual  beings,  both  male  and  female,  was 
to  reproduce  our  kind — to  propagate  the 
race. 

In  Genesis  2:18-24  we  read  that  God 
brought  all  the  animals  before  Adam  and 


verse  24  we  read,  "Therefore  shall  a  man 
leave  his  father  and  his  mother,  and  shall 
cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall  be  one 
flesh."  The  term  "one  flesh"  as  it  is  used 
here  must  certainly  refer  to  heterosexual 
behavior,  for  that  is  the  context  in  which 
it  is  set.  I  can  find  nothing  in  Scripture 
that  even  remotely  suggests  that  two  males 
or  two  females  can,  or  may,  become  "one 
flesh." 

From  this  brief  look  into  the  Scriptures 
it  would  certainly  appear  that  God  made 
us  sexual  beings  and  that  he  had  hetero- 
sexual behavior  in  mind  for  us.  But  is  there 
an  alternative?  Could  not  homosexual  be- 
havior be  an  alternative? 

Without  mincing  words,  the  Bible  teaches 
that  homosexuality  is  sin!  God  strictly  for- 
bids it!  "Thou  shalt  not  lie  with  mankind, 
as  with  womankind:  it  is  abomination" 
Leviticus  18:22.  (Abomination  is  something 
God  hates. )  The  Living  Bible  translates  this 
verse,  "Homosexuality  is  absolutely  for- 
bidden, for  it  is  an  enormous  sin!"  God  says 
in  Leviticus  20:13,  "If  a  man  also  lie  with 
mankind,  as  he  lieth  with  a  woman,  both 
of  them  hath  committed  an  abomination: 
they  shall  surely  be  put  to  death."  Here 
again  the  Living  Bible  says,  "The  penalty 
for  homosexual  acts  is  death  to  both 
parties." 

In  the  New  Testament  we  read,  "So  God 
let  them  go  ahead  into  every  sort  of  sex 
sin,  and  do  whatever  they  wanted  to — yes, 
vile  and  sinful  things  with  each  other's 
bodies.  Instead  of  believing  what  they  knew 
was  the  truth  about  God,  they  deliberately 
chose  to  believe  lies.  So  they  prayed  to  the 
things  God  made,  but  wouldn't  obey  the 
blessed  God  who  made  these  things. 

"That  is  why  God  let  go  of  them  and  let 
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Adam  named  them.  The  Scriptures  say, 
"But  for  Adam  there  was  not  found  an 
help  meet  for  him."  The  implication  is  that 
all  the  other  animals  had  mates.  So  God 
created  a  "help  meet"  (or  mate)  for 
Adam — a  woman!  Why  didn't  God  make 
another  man  to  be  Adam's  mate?  Because 
this  would  have  been  totally  contrary  to 
his   purpose   in  making  sexual  beings.   In 


them  do  all  these  evil  things,  so  that  even 
their  women  turned  against  God's  natural 
plan  for  them  and  indulged  in  sex  sin  with 
each  other.  And  the  men,  instead  of  having 
a  normal  sex  relationship  with  women, 
burned  with  lust  for  each  other,  men  doing 
shameful  things  with  other  men  and,  as  a 
result,  getting  paid  within  their  own  souls 
with  the  penalty  they  so  richly  deserved" 
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(Romans  1:24-27  TLB).  Notice  especially 
two  phrases  here:  "God's  natural  plan  for 
them"  (the  women),  and  "a  normal  sex 
relationship  with  women"  (referring  to  the 
men). 

Homosexuality  is  not  a  new  sin;  it  is 
nearly  as  old  as  human  history.  In  the 
account  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  we  find 
that  homosexuality  was  practiced  in  these 
cities.  God  showed  his  displeasure  by  rain- 
ing down  fire  and  brimstone  and  totally 
destroying  them. 

A  woman  interviewed  on  the  film  of  the 
gay  rights  movement  in  San  Francisco 
said,  "Just  as  God  decided  whether  you 
were  going  to  be  a  boy  or  a  girl,  he  also 


out  against  all  sin.  This  is  its  responsibility ! 
If  the  church  is  to  remain  faithful  to  the 
word  of  God,  it  cannot  remain  silent  in  the 
face  of  nation-wide  efforts  to  make  homo- 
sexual behavior  an  accepted  lifestyle. 

We  do  not,  however,  dispel  darkness  in 
our  world  by  attacking  the  darkness;  we 
dispel  darkness  by  bringing  light  to  bear 
upon  it.  The  light  dispels  the  darkness.  The 
church  must  bring  the  light  of  God's  truth 
to  shine  upon  the  darkness  created  by 
Satan's  lies,  and  the  light  of  God's  word 
will  dispel  the  spiritual  darkness  of  our 
world.  Jesus  said,  "Ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free"  (John 
8:32). 


" While  the  Bible  unquestionably  labels  homosexuality 
as  sin.  .  .  .  This  sin  is  as  forgivable  as  any  other  sin." 


decided  whether  you  were  going  to  be  homo- 
sexual or  heterosexual."  If  this  were  true, 
God  would  be  totally  inconsistent.  For  God 
to  create  some  people  to  be  unchangeably 
homosexual  and  then  declare  homosexuality 
sinful  would  be  totally  out  of  harmony  with 
His  character. 

One  of  the  songs  the  gays  sang  as  they 
paraded  in  San  Francisco  has  a  line  in  it 
that  goes,  "I've  opted  for  a  lifestyle;  I'm 
not  only  gay,  I'm  glad."  I  believe  that 
homosexuality  is  a  learned  and  chosen 
lifestyle. 

While  the  Bible  unquestionably  labels 
homosexuality  as  sin,  the  practicing  homo- 
sexual is  not  hopelessly  lost.  This  sin  is 
as  forgivable  as  any  other  sin.  It  is  not 
so  gross  or  so  repulsive  that  God  cannot 
deal  with  it. 

We  must  stop  thinking  that  certain  sins 
are  so  bad  that  they  require  a  special  kind 
of  forgiveness.  God  doesn't  have  one  plan 
for  the  sin  of  homosexuality,  another  for 
the  sin  of  alcoholism,  another  for  the  sin 
of  prostitution,  another  for  the  sin  of  mur- 
der, and  yet  another  for  "nice  people  like 
us."  God's  plan  covers  all  contingencies! 
Sin  that  is  repented  of  and  confessed  will 
be  forgiven  by  God.  But  God  alone  can  give 
the  homosexual  victory,  just  as  it  is  in  the 
power  of  God  that  any  of  us  find  victory 
over  our  sins. 

The  Christian  church  is  charged  with  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel  and  must  speak 


The  church  must  also  recognize  that  God 
loves  the  homosexual  just  as  he  loves  all 
sinners.  We  must  realize  that  a  converted 
homosexual  is  no  different  from  any  other 
converted  sinner.  He  is  a  child  of  God  and 
one  who  deserves  the  acceptance,  help, 
prayers,  and  encouragement  of  every  other 
child  of  God.  "When  someone  becomes  a 
Christian  he  becomes  a  brand  new  person 
inside.  He  is  not  the  same  anymore.  A  new 
life  has  begun!"  (II  Corinthians  5:17  TLB). 

At  the  General  Conference  in  August 
1977,  the  Brethren  Church  adopted  the 
following  statement:  "Recognizing  the  Bib- 
lical teaching  in  regard  to  homosexuality 
in  such  passages  as  Leviticus  20  and  Ro- 
mans 1,  we  move  that  we,  the  89th  General 
Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church  meeting 
at  Ashland,  Ohio,  on  August  19,  1977, 
express  our  extreme  opposition  to  the 
efforts  being  made  to  protect  homosexual 
behavior  as  a  valid  and  acceptable  lifestyle. 

"However,  we  do  recognize  God's  love  for 
these  people  and  His  grace  to  those  who 
repent." 

The  above  statement  sums  up  the  view- 
point of  this  article.  Homosexuality  is  sin, 
and  the  church  must  stand  firm  in  oppos- 
ing homosexual  behavior.  But  the  homo- 
sexual, like  every  other  sinner,  can  be  for- 
given. Therefore  we  must  show  homosex- 
uals that  God  loves  them  and  that  He  wants 
to  extend  to  them  His  forgiveness  and 
healing.  Q 
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christian  education 


^cXTTo 


Called  to  Discipleship 


Colled  to  Moke  Disciples 


According  to  Fred  Burkey,  discipling  means  training  young 
people  to  "fish"  and  giving  them  "fishing"  experience. 


EFFECTIVE  Christian  education  and  youth 
ministry  require  direct  involvement  with  people 
— all  kinds  of  people.  Early  in  His  ministry 
Jesus  sought  out  four  men  to  be  His  constant 
companions  and  disciples.  Peter  and  Andrew, 
James  and  John  were  at  work  in  "established 
business"  when  Jesus  said,  "Come  with  me  and 
I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men"  (Matthew  4:18-22 
NEB).  Scripture  records  that  ".  .  .  they  left  their 
nets  at  once  and  followed  him." 

Even  now  Jesus  says  "Come  with  me."  But 
now  He  says  it  through  His  people,  the  teachers, 
pastors,  and  counselors  of  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  And  following  Jesus'  example,  we  must 
invite  them  to  come  with  us  as  we  move  toward 
God's  objectives  for  our  lives.  Jesus  did  not  say, 
"Go  out  and  become  fishers  of  men."  He  said, 
"Come  with  me."  Then  for  more  than  two  years 
He  was  personally  involved  in  every  aspect  of 
their  lives,  during  which  time  He  gradually 
opened  Himself  fully  to  them.  He  taught  from 
the  Scriptures,  lectured  on  the  hillsides  and  in 
the  market  places,  while  demonstrating  love 
and  concern  for  all. 

Jesus  took  His  followers  where  the  people 
were;  He  opened  their  eyes  to  reality.  In  every 
case,  whether  the  occasion  was  a  spectacular 
incident — such  as  a  healing  or  bringing  the  dead 
to  life — or  a  simple  encounter  with  the  neighbor- 


Dr.  Frederick   T.   Burkey  is      § 

the  national  Director  of 

Christian  Education  for  the 

Brethren  Church. 


hood  children,  He  not  only  talked  about  truth, 
He  demonstrated  it. 

In  time,  as  the  disciples  grew  in  faith,  knowl- 
edge, and  experience,  they  were  entrusted  to  go 
out  two-by-two  under  Jesus'  watchful  eye.  Some- 
times they  succeeded;  sometimes  they  failed 
(Matthew  17:14-18).  Always  He  explained  what 
was  going  on  and  why.  Out  of  weakness  de- 
veloped strength;  out  of  doubt  grew  faith;  out  of 
failure  came  success;  out  of  despair  emerged 
hope.  Shortly  after  Pentecost  some  of  the  same 
disciples  who  were  unable  to  help  the  epileptic 
boy  in  Matthew  17  healed  the  lame  man  by  the 
"Beautiful  Gate"  (Acts  3:1-11).  They  had  learned 
their  lessons  well. 

The  second  chapter  of  Acts  reports  that  the 
disciples  faithfully  followed  the  model  of  Jesus. 
"They  met  constantly  to  hear  the  apostles  teach, 
and  to  share  the  common  life,  to  break  bread, 
and  to  pray"    (Acts  2:42  NEB). 

And  the  results  were  spectacular:  "With  one 
mind  they  kept  up  their  daily  attendance  at  the 
temple,  and  breaking  bread  in  private  houses, 
shared  their  meals  with  unaffected  joy,  as  they 
praised  God  and  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  whole 
people.  And  day  by  day  the  Lord  added  to  their 
number  those  whom  he  was  saving"  (Acts  2:46-47 
NEB). 

Jesus  had  kept  his  promise.  They  had  indeed 
become  "fishers  of  men"! 

But  what  about  us — both  as  individuals  and  as 
a  church?  Has  Jesus  not  called  us  to  be  fishers 
of  men?  He  surely  has!  And  he  is  calling  others 
as  well — our  students,  our  families,  our  friends 
and  acquaintances.  How  shall  we  become  effec- 
tive fishers? 

Perhaps  we  must  do  more  than  think  about 
and  discuss  the  art  of  fishing  for  men.  I  love 
to  fish  (for  real  fish:  bass,  perch,  walleye,  etc)! 
I  have  even  invested  a  modest  amount  of  money 
in  equipment — rods,  reels,  bait,  and  other  para- 
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phernalia.  Last  year  I  also  bought  and  read  a 
fascinating  book  on  how  to  catch  fish.  The 
method  the  book  suggests  makes  sense.  Others 
have  tried  it  and  attest  to  its  effectiveness. 

Nevertheless  I  have  caught  no  fish.  For  one 
thing,  I  haven't  gone  fishing.  Other  matters  have 
taken    priority.    For    another,    even   though    the 


new  method  is  reliably  reported  to  produce  good 
catches,  I'd  prefer  to  try  it  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  someone  experienced  in  the  technique. 
Why  waste  time  making  avoidable  mistakes? 

So  here  I  am,  really  wanting  to  be  a  successful 
catcher  of  fish,   having  access  to   the  bait  that 

(continued  on  page  1 7) 


Called  to  Discipleship 


Called  to  Plant  Churches 


Mark  Baker  shares  his  excitement  for  church  planting  gained 
from  surveying  for  new  churches  in  Florida. 


UNLESS  you  have  had  the  experience  of  par- 
ticipating in  a  survey  of  some  sort,  you  will  have 
a  hard  time  relating  to  the  tired  feet,  queasy 
stomach,  heavy  sweating,  stuttering,  and  the 
long-last  relief  that  is  involved  when  you  ring 
someone's  doorbell  and  wait  for  them  to  come 
to  the  door.  And  then  you  might  drop  your 
pencil  or  clipboard  and  embarrass  yourself  even 
further.  Surveying  is  an  experience  few  people 
forget — unless  it's  time  for  the  evangelism  com- 
mittee to  meet  at  the  church  and  it  just  happens 
to  slip  their  minds. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  participate  in 
several  different  kinds  of  survey  work  in  many 
different  places,  and  each  place  I  have  experi- 
enced the  same  sensations — both  in  front  of  the 
door  and  behind  it.  Even  after  the  thousandth 
house,  I  still  feel  anxious!  If  you  have  done  any 
surveying,  you  know  what  I  am  talking  about. 

But  did  you  realize  that  surveying  is  the  first 
step  to  church  planting?   Going  door-to-door  is 


"Where  there  had  only  been  footsteps  and  pencil 
marks,  now  there  were  people.  .  .  ."  Residents  of 
Tampa's  Town  and  Country  neighborhood  recently 
joined  in  this  fellowship  gathering. 


the  means  of  making  initial  contact  with  people. 
And  church  planting  requires  contact  with 
people! 

If  you  have  ever  experienced  the  chills  that 
run  up  and  down  your  spine  when  you  see  some- 
one accept  Jesus  as  his  or  her  Savior  for  the 
first  time  or  make  a  commitment  of  dedication, 
then  perhaps  you  know  the  excitement  I  feel 
about  church  planting.  In  February  of  1977  I 
helped  with  survey  work  in  Town  and  Country 
and  Brandon,  Florida.  While  being  in  Florida 
was  exciting  in  itself,  so  was  being  a  part  of 
the  church-planting  work.  Nevertheless  the  feel- 
ing still  lurked  in  my  subconscious  mind  (or  in 
my  stomach  and  feet)  that  all  this  survey  work 
was  somehow  a  bit  of  trouble  to  start  a  new 
church.  But  that  feeling  gave  way  to  feelings 
of  peace  and  excitement  this  February.  As  I 
drove  down  Northridge  Boulevard  in  Tampa,  I 
recalled  the  houses  I  had  visited  just  one  year 
before  with  a  survey  sheet.  Now,  at  the  end  of 
that  same  street,  a  new  Brethren  church  was 
meeting. 

I  felt  more  excitement  at  the  Bible  study  in 
Brandon.  Where  there  had  only  been  footsteps 
and  pencil  marks  12  months  ago,  now  there  were 
people  studying  God's  word  and  accepting  Christ 
as  their  Savior.  People  are  being  reached  and 
saved,  and  new  Brethren  churches  are  growing. 
I  praise  God  for  showing  me  that  walking  door- 
to-door  for  an  initial  contact  can  produce  results. 

National  Brethren  Youth  have  chosen  church 
planting  as  their  project  for  this  year.  They  see 
the  challenge  and  the  promise  of  accepting  that 
challenge.  But  church  planting  is  not  only  for 
BYC.  It  is  for  all  of  us!  It  doesn't  happen  only 
in  Florida,  but  in  our  home  towns  as  well.  And 
when  you  come  to  think  about  it,  tired  feet,  an 
upset  stomach,  a  little  sweat,  and  a  lot  of  hard 
work  are  really  pretty  small  prices  to  pay  for 
new   Brethren   churches. 

Accept  church  planting  as  your  personal 
project.  Help  water  the  seeds  for  Brethren 
churches. 

Mark  Baker  is  the  assistant  to  the  national  Direc- 
tor of  Christian   Education. 
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Called  to  Discipleship 


Called  to  Church  Ministry 


Four  former  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  tell  how  ministering 
to  the  church  as  crusaders  has  affected  their  lives. 


THE  SUMMERS  of  '76  and  77  seem  to  have 
passed  in  a  hurried  blur.  During  those  summers, 
which  I  spent  as  a  Crusader,  God  placed  me  in 
a  variety  of  situations — all  of  which  I'm  grateful 
for  and  several  of  which  I  would  never  have 
entered  had  I  had  any  choice  in  the  matter.  God 
used  those  experiences  to  bring  me  to  a  point 
of  decision  on  August  18,  1977.  That  night  at 
General  Conference  I  submitted  to  God's  will 
and  began  preparation  for  full-time  service  in 
Christian  education. 

When  I  said  that  I  would  not  have  done  some 
of  the  things  had  there  been  a  choice,  I  meant 
it  half  jokingly  and  half  seriously.  I  would  have 
been  too  frightened  to  try  many  of  them. 

For  instance,  the  first  summer  I  was  to  teach 
an  adult  class.  For  the  life  of  me,  I  couldn't 
figure  out  what  an  eighteen-year-old  knew  to 
teach  adults.  The  first  night  answered  my  ques- 


Jean  Troup  is  presently  serving 
as   Minister   of   Christian 
Education  at  the  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.  She  is  also  a 
sophomore   at   Fort    Wayne 
Bible  College. 


tion — nothing.  When  what  seemed  like  two  cen- 
turies had  passed,  it  was  finally  time  for  the 
class  to  end.  That  experience  sparked  a  long 
conversation  with  God,  and  we  decided  that  He 
would  do  the  teaching  the  next  night.  What  a 
joyful  time  of  fellowship  we  had  that  week  once 
the  teacher  had  learned  her  lesson  from  the 
Teacher! 

Often  times  it  is  easy  to  lose  focus  on  the 
people  and  the  subject  by  spending  too  much 
time  on  the  program.  Now,  when  I  make  that 
same  mistake,  God  reminds  me  of  the  time  I 
tried  to  do  it  on  my  own,  and  I  am  compelled 
once  again  to  get  on  my  knees. 

In  fact,  the  importance  of  prayer  is  the  most 
significant  lesson  God  taught  me  from  those 
two  summers.  If  there  isn't  enough  time  to 
accomplish  something,  you  should  take  15 
minutes  of  the  time  you  don't  have  to  pray  about 
it.  If  your  team  has  to  have  special  music  and 
you  have  a  voice  like  a  frog,  pray  about  it.  If 
you're  going  to  have  a  nervous  breakdown  the 
next  time  a  Doberman  answers  the  door  when 
you're  surveying,   pray  about  it. 

Through  prayer  any  believer  can  tap  the  re- 
sources of  God  Himself.  Prayer  is  what  makes 
Christian  education  possible.  It  is  the  gate  that 
releases  God's  power.  It  is  why  Paul  said,  "When 
I  am  weak,  then  I  am  strong." 

— Jean  Troup 


EVEN  AS  A  KID,  camping  was  a  very  enjoy- 
able experience  for  me.  But  what  would  you 
expect  from  a  farm  boy?  Crusading  allowed  me 
to  expand  that  interest  and  helped  me  by  creating 
a  part-time  job  while  I  was  attending  Ashland 
College. 

My  Crusading  experience  started  in  1972  on  a 
VBS-camping  team  working  in  the  Midwest  and 
at  Camp  Bethany.  Then  in  1973,  as  an  Intern 
with  the  Ohio  District  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, my  assignment  was  to  establish  the  sum- 
mer camping  program  at  Camp  Bethany  and  to 
follow  it  through.  When  the  summer  was  over 
and    the   Crusader   program    finished,    the   Ohio 


District  hired  me  to  arrange  for  the  1974  sum- 
mer program. 

Internships  are  a  unique  learning  experience 
because  of  the  direct  supervision  one  receives. 
Interning  with  a  board  as  boss  is  harder  because 
there  is  no  day-to-day  direct  supervision.  Never- 
theless, training  is  an  important  element  for 
success  in  anything,  and  Crusading  is  no 
exception. 

Camping  is  a  joy  and  a  full-time  ministry.  The 
Summer  Crusader  Program  was  the  stepping 
stone  to  such  a  ministry  for  me. 

— Ken  Van  Duyne 
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IF  IT  HAD  NOT  BEEN  for  the  prodding  and 
pushing  of  a  Christian  friend,  I  probably  would 
have  missed  one  of  the  most  challenging  and 
spiritually  stimulating  times  of  my  life.  That 
friend  informed  me  about  the  Summer  Crusader 
program,  a  program  to  which  I  literally  owe  my 
future  profession.  Through  Summer  Crusading 
I  learned  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  successes 
and  frustrations  that  can  be  experienced  with 
three  other  people.  I  learned  some  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  church.  I  learned  first  hand  what 
Jesus  meant  when  he  said,  "The  harvest  truly 
is  great  .  .  .  .  Go  .  .  ."   (Luke  10:2-3). 

As  I  went  door-to-door  presenting  the  "Four 
Spiritual  Laws"  in  Kokomo  and  Roanoke,  Indi- 
ana; Dayton,  Belief ontaine,  and  Mansfield,  Ohio; 
and  Oak  Hill,  West  Virginia;  I  was  really  rapped 
by  the  realization  that  not  everyone  grows  up 
with  the  loving  Spirit  of  God  in  his  family;  not 
everyone  knows  what  it  is  like  to  have  a  church 
family;  not  everyone  trusts  God  and  seeks  His 
will.   Crusading  matured  my  view  of  mankind. 


The  time  I  spent  away  from  my  family  and 
my  girl  friend  (now  my  fiancee')  was  well  worth 
it.  God  used  that  summer  to  show  me  that  I 
wasn't  to  be  an  accountant,  a  doctor,  or  a  teacher, 
but  that  I  was  to  fulfill  my  grandma's  prophetic- 
like  statement  of  ten  years  earlier,  "He's  gonna 
be  the  preacher."  Summer  Crusading  moved  me 
from  my  seat  as  an  involved  spectator  to  a  posi- 
tion of  an  active  participant  in  the  arena  of 
Christian  discipleship. 

— Tim  Garner 


Tim  Garner  is  from  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  He  is  a 
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where  he  is  majoring  in 
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Ken  and  Sherry  (Barnhart) 
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A  Summer  Crusader  in  1970  on  a  camping,  VBS,  survey  team; 

again  in  1972  on  the  musical  unit,  the  Branches; 

and  finally  captain  of  the  Twelve  in  1973. 
Then  two  years  helping  to  organize,  direct,  and  plan 

the  Summer  Crusader  program. 
What  am  I  doing  now? 

Changing  diapers  and  doing  dishes. 

Do  all  to  the  glory  of  God! 

Raising  a  family  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord — 

that's  a  commandment. 
Helping  my  husband  in  the  camp  work — 

that's  a  joy. 
Worshiping  in  a  community  of  believers — 

that's  a  blessing. 
Leading  a  small  church  choir — 

that's  an  honor. 
Recording  WMS  monies — 

that's  a  challenge. 
Writing  BYC  Bible  studies— 

that's  a  privilege. 

Do  all  to  the  glory  of  God! 

My  life  has  changed  over  the  years.  Still  I  have  a  promise! 
God  promises  all  Christians  that  all  our  experiences 
and  all  our  training  are  for  one  purpose — 
His  purpose! 
As  long  as  we  are  open  to  His  leading, 
He'll  use  us  and  mold  us 

in  His  own  time! 
Right  now,  I'm  not  to  question  or  complain, 
but  praise  and  rejoice  and 

do  all  to  the  glory  of  God! 

— Sherry  Van  Duyne 
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Called  to  Discipleship 


Called  to  Brethren  Missions 


Serving  as  missionary  interns  in  Colombia  was  a  time  of  per- 
sonal growth  for  these  young  women. 


WHEN  FRED  BURKEY  first  discussed  with 
me  the  possibility  of  being  an  intern  in  Colombia, 
I  thought  it  was  one  of  the  (many  Brethren 
churches  in  Indiana.  That's  how  little  I  knew 
about  our  denomination's  mission  program.  But 
now  that  I've  been  a  Hoosier  for  over  one  and 
one-half  years,  I  know  better. 

Being  a  missionary  intern  was  a  challenge  and 
an  opportunity.  Yet  I  wondered,  "Why  me, 
Lord?"  That  question  has  been  answered  for 
me  time  and  time  again. 

I  really  enjoyed  the  weeks  I  spent  with  the 
Solomons.  At  the  time  I  realized  the  experience 
was  helping  me  to  grow  emotionally,  mentally, 
and  spiritually.  But  in  the  years  since,  I  continue 
to  see  God's  will  unfold  through  that  experience. 

As  an  elementary  teacher,  I  know  that  children 
need  the  same  love  and  assurances  no  matter 
where  they  live.  As  a  youth  sponsor,  I  see  young 
people  searching  for  the  same  answers  and 
identities    as    I    did    in    Colombia.    And    after 


Jeanette  Solomon  shared  so  much  with  me,  I 
can  see  that  missionaries  and  ministers  share 
the  same  problems  and  sorrows,  joys  and 
rewards. 

Thank  you,  Board  of  Christian  Education,  for 
your  vision  and  for  your  challenge  to  today's 
Brethren  youth.  And  thanks,  also,  to  all  you 
who've  made  this  program  possible.  The  rewards 
are  worth  the  risks! 

— Bev  Smith 


Bev  (Blough)  Smith  is  currently 

teaching  elementary  school  in 

Goshen,  Ind.  Her  husband 

Randy  is  the  associate  pastor 

of  the  Jefferson  Brethren 

Church. 


BEING  a  missionary  intern  to  Colombia  last 
summer  was  an  experience  I  shall  long  remem- 
ber. It  was  a  time  when  I  was  personally  aware 
of  the  reality  of  God  working  in  and  through 
the  lives  of  His  servants. 

God  selected  our  missionaries  for  a  special 
task,  and  He  uses  them  mightily  for  the  up- 
building of  His  kingdom.  Even  though  they  are 
only  human,  like  you  and  me,  the  mighty  love 
of  God  works  through  our  missionaries  to  gather 
peoples  of  different  languages  and  cultures  into 
His  fold.  The  realization  of  this  fact  is  a  great 
comfort  to  me,  for  I  know  that  God  is  guiding 
now  and  will  continue  to  direct  and  use  my  life 
for  His  glory — even  with  all  my  faults. 

Wherever  God  may  lead  me,  His  steadfast 
love  will  be  strong  enough  to  penetrate  others, 
if  I  simply  allow  it  to  flow  through  my  life. 

— Becky  Grumbling 

Becky  Grumbling  is  a  junior 
at  Ashland  College  majoring 
in  elementary  education. 
She  is  from  Georgetown, 
-*      ;  Delaware. 
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Called  to  Discipleship 


Called  to  Core  for  the  Body 

As  a  national  BYC  officer,  Dave  Kerner  has  the  opportun- 
ity to  grow  as  well  as  serve. 


MY  FATHER  completed  his  seminary  training 
and  was  ordained  by  the  Brethren  Church  in 
1971,  and  I  joined  the  church  at  that  time.  I 
mention  this  because  I  have  been  involved  in 
the  National  BYC  for  only  seven  years.  In  those 
seven  short  years  I  have  felt  nothing  but  a  spirit 
of  unity,  love,  and  acceptance. 

When  I  accepted  a  national  office  last  August, 
I  stopped  to  look  back  on  my  experience  with 
BYC  and  what  BYC  has  meant  to  me.  BYC  has 
always  been  an  enjoyable  experience.  As  I 
attended  the  national  convention  each  year,  I 
met  more  people,  and  through  these  relation- 
ships and  encounters  I  grew  spiritually.  I  have 
the  honor  of  serving  on  the  National  BYC  Coun- 
cil, and  the  responsibilities  and  fellowship  have 
done  a  lot  to  influence  my  commitment  to  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Brethren 
Church. 

Overall  BYC  has  been  a  constant  expression 
of  unity.  In  sharing  and  working  together,  we 


have  all  grown  spiritually,  broadened  our  hori- 
zons, and  gained  a  deeper  faith  in  the  Lord.  This 
process  of  growing  together  through  BYC  has 
strengthened  our  national  fellowship.  As  the 
youth  of  today  make  the  transition  from  BYC 
to  the  leadership  of  the  Brethren  Church,  this 
unity  will  serve  to  strengthen  our  heritage — 
allowing  us  to  move  into  the  future  as  true 
progressive  Brethren. 

— Dave  Kerner 


Dave  Kerner   is   currently 
serving  as  vice  moderator  of 
national  BYC.  He  is  from 
Roann,  Ind.,  and  a  sophomore 
at  Ashland  College. 


Called  to  Make  Disciples 

(continued   from   page 
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has  brought  success  to  others,  and  knowing  the 
basic  technique  of  productive  fishing — but  still 
no  fish.  Why?  Mainly  because  I  haven't  been 
near  a  fishing  lake  or  stream  in  months  when  I 
was  prepared  to  cast  a  line  into  the  water  to 
try  to  land  a  fish. 

Many  of  us  live  our  Christian  lives  the  same 
way.  We  know  Jesus  has  called  us  to  be  fishers 
of  men,  we  have  some  equipment,  we  have  read 
at  least  part  of  the  Book,  and  we've -heard  about 
the  successful  techniques.  Now  we  must  go 
fishing. 

The  National  Brethren  Youth  program  is 
designed  to  do  just  that.  Through  the  Crusader/ 
Internship  ministries,  the  National  BYC  Conven- 
tion, and  other  programs,  Brethren  youth  are 
given  real-life  "fishing"  experience.  In  the  short 
articles  which  follow,  eight  representative  young 
adults  share  their  feelings  about  the  National 
BYC  program  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  The  work  is  not  perfect — 
far  from  it.  But  it  is  a  strong  start  toward  the 
goal  of  supplying  an  expanding  Brethren  Church 
with  the  talented  leaders  it  needs  and  deserves. 

The  administration  of  this  growing  program  is 
financially  underwritten  by  your  annual  Breth- 
ren Youth  offering  requested  each  May.  Con- 
tributions to  this  offering  pay  for  the  super- 
visory personnel,  materials,  and  services  required 


to  keep  the  Crusader/Internship  program  and 
other  BYC  programs  going.  Special  gifts  designat- 
ed for  the  Crusader  Fund  are  used  to  pay  the 
workers'  scholarships,  insurance,  travel  expenses, 
and  other  operating  costs. 

Both  the  BCE  and  the  Crusaders  need  your 
support,  the  BCE  through  the  May  offering  and 
the  Crusaders  through  the  special  Crusader 
Fund  offering.  Both  contribute  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  Christian  disciples  for  service  in  the 
church.  They  go  together,  and  both  are  needed 
if  we  are  to  effectively  equip  our  youth  to 
"catch"  and  not  simply  to  "fish." 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  is  committed 
to  the  goal  of  developing  the  catching  kind  of 
Christian.  Accordingly,  we  have  adopted  the  bold- 
ness that  the  apostle  Paul  modeled: 

"...  I  press  on,  hoping  to  take  hold  of  that 
for   which   Christ   once   took   hold   of  me. 
My    friends,    I    do   not    reckon    myself   to 
have  got  hold  of  it  yet.  All  I  can  say  is 
this:    forgetting   what   is   behind   me,   and 
reaching  out  for  that  which  lies  ahead,  I 
press  towards  the  goal  to  win   the  prize 
which  is   God's  call  to  the  life  above,  in 
Christ  Jesus"     (Philippians  3:12-14  NEB). 
Join  us  in  this  exciting  challenge  by  directing 
personal    and    group    contributions   to   both    the 
May  Brethren  Youth  Offering  and  the  Summer 
Crusader  Fund.  Our  address  is:     Board  of  Chris- 
tian   Education,    524    College    Avenue,    Ashland, 
Ohio  44805.  Thank  you  for  caring  about  Brethren 
Youth! 


May  1978 
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news   from   the   Brethren   Church 


Ohio  Conference  hears  Munson; 
approves  baptism  statement 


Delaware,  Ohio — "The  Church  is  the  only  army 
which  doesn't  take  care  of  its  wounded."  This  was 
the  theme  statement  of  two  messages  presented 
by  Dr.  Charles  Munson  to  delegates  at  the  Ohio 
District  Conference  meeting  on  Saturday,  April  15. 

Speaking  at  both  the  opening  and  the  closing 
inspirational  sessions  of  the  conference,  Munson 
emphasized  that  the  church  must  care  for  its 
members — healing  their  hurts  and  meeting  their 
needs.  Members  must  minister  to  one  another. 
When  this  is  done,  the  church  will  build  itself  up 
and  will  be  able  to  reach  out  and  bring  others  in. 

Peter  Roussaki  was  the  worship  leader  for  the 
two  inspirational  sessions.  In  addition  to  leading 
the  delegates  in  worship  and  song,  he  also  sang 
as  a  solo  a  song  entitled  "God  of  Earth  and  Outer 
Space,"  which  emphasizes  that  the  God  of  the 
Bible  is  also  the  God  of  the  space  age. 

Business  sessions  for  the  conference  were  led 
by  Ohio  moderator  Gene  Hollinger.  A  total  of 
101  delegates  (81  lay,  20  ministerial)  were  present 
for  the  sessions. 

A  report  of  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board  to 
the  conference  high-lighted  the  progress  of  the 
church-planting  effort  at  Medina  known  as  the 
Medina  Bible  Fellowship.  Four  families  are  attend- 
ing the  Fellowship  regularly  and  show  evidence 
of  a  desire  to  become  a  permanent  part  of  the 
group.  Several  of  these  people  have  become  in- 
volved in  the  Sunday  morning  program. 

Because  of  the  encouraging  response  to  the 
Fellowship,  the  District  Mission  Board  has  decided 
that  the  time  is  right  to  seek  a  full-time  pastor 
to  lead  the  work.  The  goal  is  to  have  a  full-time 
pastor  for  Medina  by  July  1  of  this  year. 

Members  of  the  Ohio  District  were  encouraged 
to  support  the  work  of  the  District  Mission  Board 
through  the  district  apportionment  and  by  taking 
special  offerings  for  the  Medina  work. 

According  to  Ohio  statistician  Mrs.  Vera 
Mitchell,  the  Ohio  District  had  a  membership  at 
the  end  of  1977  of  3046,  a  loss  of  36  from  1976. 
Even  though  the  20  Ohio  churches  gained  a  total 
of  141  new  members  last  year,  177  members  were 
lost.  The  greatest  source  of  loss  was  reversion 
(roll  revision),  accounting  for  a  loss  of  72  mem- 
bers. Sixty- five  members  were  lost  by  transfer,  and 
40  by  death.  Eight-two  members  were  added  by 
baptism,  but  only  36  of  these  were  from  outside 
the  church  ("conversion  growth").  The  remaining 
46  baptized  were  from  within  the  church  family 
("biological  growth"). 

The  Pleasant  Hill  Church  showed  the  greatest 


increase  in  membership  (12),  and  the  North 
Georgetown  Church  showed  the  greatest  increase 
in  growth  index  (membership,  plus  average  Sun- 
day school  and  worship  attendances,  divided  by 
three),  with  an  increase  of  7. 

In  other  business,  the  conference  delegates 
approved  the  following  motion:  "That  at  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  in  1978,  the  Ohio  Conference 
present  the  reaffirmation  statement  presented  at 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church 
in  August  1977  as  the  Ohio  Conference  position 
on  rebaptism:  '.  .  .  that  we  reaffirm  the  Brethren 
practice  of  triune  immersion  for  new  converts 
of  The  Brethren  Church,  but  that  individual  con- 
gregations be  given  the  option  to  receive  into 
their  membership  persons  who  reaffirm  their  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior,  who  have  been  pre- 
viously baptized  by  believer's  immersion,  and 
who  evidence  a  personal  faith  and  walk  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord.'  " 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  business 
session,  Rev.  Gene  Hollinger,  the  retiring  mod- 
erator, passed  the  gavel  of  responsibility  to  the 
new  moderator,  Rev.  Larry  Bolinger.  Other  Ohio 
Conference  officers  are  moderator-elect — Donald 
Rinehart;  secretary — Charles  Beekley;  assistant 
secretary  —  Betty  Deardurff;  treasurer  —  Thomas 
Stoffer;   assistant  treasurer — Leroy  Solomon. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Ohio  District  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  on  September  16,  1978. 

Gretna  youth  fast  for  project 

Bellefontaine,  Ohio  —  The  youth  of  the  Gretna 
Brethren  Church  spent  part  of  their  Easter  week- 
end fasting. 

The  purpose  of  the  fast  was  to  raise  money 
for  the  National  Brethren  Youth  project. 

Sixteen  people  participated  in  the  fast,  which 
began  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Good  Friday  and  continued 
until  5:00  the  following  afternoon.  The  young 
people  spent  the  24  hours  listening  to  Bible  teach- 
ing, searching  the  Scriptures,  sleeping  on  the 
church  floor,  playing  games,  holding  group  ses- 
sions, having  fun,  and  not  eating. 

Each  of  the  "fasters"  had  sponsors  who  paid 
him  or  her  an  agreed  amount  for  each  hour  of 
the  fast.  In  this  way  the  youth  "starved"  their 
way  to  over  $250.00  for  the  national  project. 

According  to  Leroy  Solomon,  pastor  of  the 
Gretna  Church,  "Everybody  lasted  and  went  home 
tired  and  hungry  but  filled  with  things  they 
learned.  Praise  the  Lord!" 
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Charles  Kraft  selected 
ATS  Alumnus  of  the  Year 


Ashland,  Ohio— Dr.  Charles  H.  Kraft  of  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  has  been  selected  as  "Alumnus  of  the  Year" 
by  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Alumni 
Association. 

Dr.  Kraft  is  a  1960  graduate  of  the  Ashland 
Seminary.  He  also  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  from 
Wheaton  College  and  a  Ph.  D.  from  Hartford 
Seminary  Foundation. 

Dr.  Kraft  is  currently  serving  as  Professor  of 
Anthropology  at  the  Fuller  Theological  Seminary 
School  of  World  Mission.  From  1957  to  1960,  he 
and  his  wife,  Marguerite,  served  as  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries in  Northern  Nigeria. 

In  addition  to  these  positions,  Dr.  Kraft  has  also 
served  as  Professor  at  the  International  Institute 
of  Christian  Communication,  Nairobi,  Kenya;  Ex- 
ternal Examiner  in  Hausa,  Abdullahi  Bayero  Col- 
lege of  Ahmadu  Bello  University,  Kano,  Nigeria; 
Lecturer  in  Linguistics  and  African  Languages, 
U.C.L.A.;  Consultant,  Boston  University  in  Lan- 
guage Component  of  Peace  Corps  Training  Pro- 
gram; Assistant  Professor  of  African  Languages 
and  Coordinator  of  the  African  Language  Center, 
Michigan  State  University;  Graduate  Assistant  in 
Linguistics,  Hartford  Seminary  Foundation;  In- 
structor in  Hausa,  Syracuse  University;  Instructor 
of  Linguistics,  Meadville  Institute  of  Linguistics; 
and  Instructor  of  linguistics,  Toronto  Institute  of 
Linguistics. 

A  number  of  awards  have  been  presented  to 
Dr.  Kraft.  These  include  several  research  grants 
from  the  U.S.  office  of  Education  to  study  the 
Hausa  language  and  Hausa  cultural  material,  and 
a  Fulbright-Hays  Center  Faculty  Award  for  the 
study  of  Chadic  languages. 

In  addition  to  the  time  he  spent  in  Nigeria  as 
a  missionary,  Dr.  Kraft  has  returned  to  Africa 
on  many  occasions  to  do  linguistic  and  ethnological 
research  on  Chadic  languages.  He  has  made  visits 
to  the  African  countries  of  Senegal^  Sierra  Leone, 
Liberia,  Ghana,  Burundi,  Tanzania,  Kenya,  Cam- 
eroun,  and  Niger. 

Dr.  Kraft  has  written  many  publications.  He  is 
one  of  the  principal  authors  of  studies  on  the 
Hausa  language.  His  37  articles  in  print  deal  not 
only  with  practical  anthropology  and  African  lan- 
guages, but  also  with  Christianity  and  culture, 
Christian  ethnotheology,  cross-cultural  communi- 
cation, missionaries  and  indigeneity,  and  general 
Bible  translation.  He  has  written  several  volumes, 
soon  to  be  released,  about  ethnotheology,  inter- 
cultural  communication,  and  world  view  change. 

The  Krafts  will  be  working  in  Nigeria  this 
summer,  and  Dr.  Kraft  will  lecture  on  the  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  campus  November  20-22. 

Dr.  Charles  Kraft  is  an  honor  to  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  the  seminary  is  proud  to 
honor  him  as  Alumnus  of  the  Year. 


Wm:u 


Sally  Nelson  (left)  of  Walcrest  and  Pauline  West- 
lake  of  Gretna  chat  with  ABCT  Seminar  leader 
Alberta  Holsinger. 

ABCT  Seminars  held 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  Association  of  Brethren 
Church  Teachers'  first  series  of  training  seminars 
began  March  4  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  Forty-three 
teachers,  superintendents,  youth  leaders,  and  pas- 
tors received  certificates  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
day-long  study  program. 

One  week  later,  on  March  11,  the  seminar  team 
traveled  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  for  the  second  ABCT 
seminar.  Certificates  were  awarded  to  43  more 
participants  there. 

The  seminars  open  with  a  general  session, 
which  deals  with  the  biblical  basis  of  Christian 
education  and  some  major  responsibilities  of  the 
local  board  of  Christian  education.  Following  this 
general  session,  participants  attend  specialized 
seminars  on  children,  youth,  adult,  or  adminis- 
trative ministries.  Each  specialized  seminar  in- 
cludes more  than  four  hours  of  concentrated  input, 
group  interaction,  and  supervised  practice  in  the 
area  of  study. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  is  pleased 
with  the  general  response  to  ABCT.  To  date,  more 
than  350  Brethren  Christian  educators  have  joined 
the  Association.  All  are  receiving  the  bi-monthly 
"ABCT  Newsletter"  and  the  quarterly  KEY  mag- 
azine as  part  of  their  membership  benefits. 

In  addition  to  the  spring  seminars,  ABCT  and 
the  Board  of  Christian  Education  plan  an  ICL 
clinic  for  Monday,  August  14,  immediately  preced- 
ing General  Conference.  Watch  for  registration 
information — coming  soon. 
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Six  Brethren  Students  among  AC  grads 


Ashland  College  will  hold  its  1978  commence- 
ment exercises  on  Sunday,  May  21. 

Among  the  377  graduates  who  will  receive  their 
diplomas  are  six  Brethren  students,  who  are  com- 
pleting  their   studies   at  Ashland  College. 

Martha  Deardurff  will  receive  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Education  degree  with  a  communica- 
tions major.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Deardurff  of  Belief ontaine,  Ohio,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church. 

Martha  was  a  Brethren  Youth  Crusader  for 
two  years  and  a  counselor  at  Ohio  Camp  Bethany. 
On  campus  she  participated  in  several  plays  as 
an  actress  and  costumer.  She  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Ashland  College  Choir.  This  year  she  shared 
the  National  Woman's  Missionary  Society  Award 
for  senior  girls. 

Martha  plans  a  career  in  Christian  theatre  work. 

Sheila  Gleason  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  White  of  Ashland.  She  and  her  husband, 
Michael,  a  senior  at  Ashland  Theological  Semin- 
ary, are  members  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church.  Sheila  and  Michael  have  a 
daughter,  Hannah,  born  in  February. 

Sheila  is  a  vocational  home  economics-human 
development  major,  and  will  receive  the  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Education  degree.  She  received 
academic  honors  two  semesters.  She  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  seminary  wives  organization. 

This  summer  Sheila  will  be  moving  with  her 
family  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  Michael  will  be- 
come the  associate  pastor  of  Christian  education 
and  family  life  at  the  Winding  Waters  Brethren 
Church.  Sheila's  role  will  be  that  of  professional 
homemaker,  minister's  wife,  and  mother. 

Nancy  Leaitz  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dorman  Ronk  of  Ashland,  and  the  wife  of  Jeffrey, 
a  first-semester  senior  at  AC.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Church. 

Nancy  majored  in  speech  pathology  and  audio- 
logy  and  will  receive  the  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Education  degree.  She  plans  to  teach  speech 
therapy. 

While  at  AC,  Nancy  has  been  on  the  academic 
honors  list  four  semesters,  and  this  year  she 
shared  the  National  WMS  Award  for  senior  girls. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ashland  College  Choir 
and  the  Ashland  Symphony. 


Goldenoires  honored  of  Sarasofo 

Sarasota,  Fla. — Couples  married  50  years  or  longer 
were  honored  at  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church  on  Sunday,  February  26.  Twenty-two 
"goldenaire"  couples  were  present  for  the  service. 
Four  other  couples  also  married  more  than  fifty 
years  were  not  present  due  to  illness. 


Nancy  served  one  year  as  president  and  two 
years  as  general  secretary  of  the  National  Sister- 
hood of  Mary  and  Martha.  She  traveled  for  two 
years  on  music  teams  for  the  Brethren  Youth 
Crusaders.  Now  she  is  a  member  of  Harmony,  a 
Christian  singing  group  organized  by  Jeff  and 
composed  mostly  of  AC  students. 

Lynn  Mercer  is  a  pre-seminary  student  from 
Alliance,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred 
Mercer.  He  will  receive  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree. 

Lynn  has  participated  in  many  church-related 
activities.  He  has  served  as  a  church  school  teacher 
for  the  high  school  class  at  the  Ashland  Park 
Street  Church,  as  a  counselor  at  Camp  Bethany, 
as  adviser  to  the  NE  Ohio  Brethren  Youth,  and 
as  a  youth  adviser  and  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent in  his  home  church  at  North  Georgetown, 
Ohio.  As  a  Brethren  Youth  Crusader,  he  was  an 
intern  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Children  of  Light  team. 

This  fall  Lynn  plans  to  enter  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Joan  McKinney  majored  in  religion  and  in 
business  administration.  She  will  receive  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  J.  McKinney  of  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  and  a  member  of  the  Tucson  Brethren 
Church. 

At  AC  Joan  is  a  member  of  Student  Senate 
and  has  been  a  student  representative  to  the 
Properties  and  Insurance  Committee  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
College  Choir  and  appeared  in  musical/theatre 
productions.  Joan  was  also  a  homecoming  queen 
candidate. 

Joan  was  a  BY  Crusader  three  years.  Last  sum- 
mer she  was  one  of  the  four  Missionary  Interns 
who  worked  with  the  Solomons  and  the  Logans 
in  Medellin,  Colombia. 

Kerry  Scott  is  a  radio /TV  and  applied  music 
major  from  Warsaw,  Ind.  He  will  receive  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Scott,  and  a  member  of  the  Warsaw 
Brethren  Church. 

At  AC  Kerry  is  a  member  of  Musicaglia,  the 
Madrigals,  and  a  member  and  president  of  the 
Ashland  College  Choir.  He  also  hosted  a  TV  pro- 
gram on  the  college  station,  WRDL-TV  2,  en- 
titled "Good  Time  Company,"  which  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  combine  television  and  music — 
his  two  major  interests. 

Kerry  traveled  with  the  BY  Crusader  teams, 
serving  as  sound  man/technician  in  addition  to 
his  other  team  responsibilities.  Kerry's  plans  after 
graduation  are  indefinite,  with  employment,  sem- 
inary,  or  graduate  school  as  possibilities. 
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AC  to  offer  Master  of  Ed.  Degree 
in  Sports  Science 

Ashland,  Ohio— AC  President  Arthur  L.  Schultz 
has  announced  that  the  departments  of  teacher 
education  and  physical  education  of  Ashland 
College  will  offer  a  new  and  unique  program 
toward  a  Master  of  Education  degree  in  sports 
science.  The  program  will  begin  with  the  1978 
summer  term. 

The  new  program,  believed  to  be  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  has  been  instituted  to 
meet  the  needs  of  professionals  in  all  areas  of 
sports  education.  It  will  provide  physical  educa- 
tion instructors  and  coaches  with  the  opportunity 
to  update  their  skills  in  advanced  coaching  and 
administration  of  sports  and  athletics.  As  more 
and  more  young  people  are  becoming  involved  in 
sports  programs,  it  is  important  that  their  teachers 
and  coaches  have  the  latest  training. 

According  to  an  agreement  recently  finalized 
with  Otterbein  College,  Ashland  will  offer  on  the 
Otterbein  campus  essentially  the  same  graduate 
program  it  offers  on  its  own  AC  campus.  As  the 
degree-granting  institution  in  the  program,  Ash- 
land College  will  have  full  responsibility  for  curri- 
culum, finances,  personnel,  and  record-keeping. 
All  classes  toward  the  Master  of  Education  degree 
conducted  at  Otterbein  will  be  instructed  by 
Ashland  College  faculty. 

Currently  more  than  140  persons  are  enrolled 
in  the  Ashland  College  graduate  education  pro- 
gram, which  started  two  years  ago. 


Benevolent  id.  to  consider  termination 
of  Executive  Director's  contract 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Benevolent  Board  has  recommended  that  the 
board  terminate  its  contract  with  Executive  Direc- 
tor Dorman  Ronk.  The  action  was  taken  by  mu- 
tual consent  of  the  committee  and  Mr.  Ronk. 

The  action  resulted  when  the  administrator  of 
Brethren  Care  of  Ashland  ended  an  agreement 
with  the  Benevolent  Board  for  the  consultative 
services  of  Mr.  Ronk. 

Mr.  Ronk  has  offered  to  continue  some  office 
duties  for  the  time  being  to  keep  the  work  of  the 
Benevolent  Board  before  the  church. 

Action  on  the  recommendation  will  be  taken  at 
the  Benevolent  Board's  May  9  meeting. 


Membership  Growth 

Gratis:     3  by  baptism 

Milledgeville :     8  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Burlington:     12  by  baptism 

Berlin:     18  by  baptism,  3  by  letter 

New  Paris:     1  by  baptism,  3  by  letter 


Georgia  Moore  stands  beside  a  cake  honoring  her 
for  her  4O  years  of  good  and  faithful  service  to  the 
Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church. 


arsaw   honors   Georgia   Moore 
for  40   years   of   service. 

Warsaw,  Ind. — Georgia  Moore  was  honored  for 
her  40  years  of  Christian  service  to  the  Warsaw 
First  Brethren  Church  on  Sunday,  February  5. 
She  was  recognized  for  her  service  as  a  Sunday 
school  teacher,  chorister,  choir  member,  Sisterhood 
patroness,  WMS  member,  and  Sunday  school 
class  officer. 

The  recognition  began  at  the  close  of  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  on  February  5  when 
Larry  Weirick,  the  Sunday  school  superintendent, 
announced  that  Georgia's  name  would  be  the  first 
entry  on  a  new  plaque  recognizing  faithful  work- 
ers in  the  Warsaw  church.  The  large,  beautiful 
walnut  plaque  was  made  by  David  Luckenbill,  a 
member  of  the  Warsaw  Church. 

During  the  Sunday  evening  service  Georgia  was 
honored  once  again — with  a  "This  Is  Your  Life" 
program.  A  fellowship  hour  was  held  following 
this  program  during  which  time  those  present 
were  served  pieces  of  a  beautifully  decorated 
cake.  The  cake  had  been  baked  to  honor  Georgia 
and  bore  the  Scripture  text,  "Well  done,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant." 

The  recognition  service  for  Georgia  Moore  was 
the  beginning  of  an  effort  to  honor  faithful  work- 
ers in  the  Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church.  Noting 
that  trophies,  honor,  recognition,  and  awards  are 
quite  frequently  given  out  by  schools,  civic  groups, 
and  other  organizations,  the  Warsaw  Church's 
Board  of  Christian  Education  felt  it  was  time  to 
acknowledge  the  faithful  service  of  members  in 
their  church.  Other  names  will  be  added  to  the 
recognition  plaque  from  time  to  time. 

Rev.  Claude  Stogsdill,  pastor  of  the  Warsaw 
Church,  commented:  "Recognition  of  Christian 
service  is  well  overdue  in  many  churches;  perhaps 
this  idea  can  be  passed  on  to  others." 
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Meet  the  1978  Summer  Crusaders 


The  Board  of  Christian  Education  is  proud  to 
announce  the  appointment  of  twenty-nine  Breth- 
ren youth  as  Summer  Crusaders.  In  addition,  four 
young  people  will  be  serving  as  Missionary  Interns 
in  Colombia,  South  America,  two  as  Pastoral  In- 
terns, and  two  more  as  Church  Staff  Interns. 

Again  this  year  the  Board  was  delighted  with 
the  quality  and  range  of  experience  possessed  by 
the  applicants.  Not  one  of  the  applicants  presented 
a  questionable  resume'.  Nevertheless,  not  all  of 
those  who  applied  could  be  accepted.  Priority  went 
to  those  considering  full-time  Christian  service. 
Then  age  and  experience  were  considered.  After 
a  long  and  difficult  selection  process,  the  person- 
nel were  grouped  according  to  team  requirements. 

So,  here  they  are,  the  1978  Summer  Crusaders 
and  their  home  towns. 
MINI-MUSICAL  UNIT   (FLORIDA) 
Timothy  Rowsey,  captain,  St.  James,  Md. 
Evan  Bridenstine,  Smithville,  Ohio 
Julie  Slabaugh,  Goshen,  Ind. 
Karen  Livingston,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 
Patricia  Moody,  Waterloo,  Iowa 
INSTRUCTIONAL  UNIT  ONE 
Mary  Lamb,  captain,  Canton,  Ohio 
Barbara  French,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio 
Gwen  Holsinger,  Ashland,  Ohio 
Jodi  Davis,  Hagerstown,  Md. 


Mrs.  Eleanor  Lynch  was  ordained  a  deaconess  in 
the  First  Brethren  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  Sunday, 
February  19,  1978.  Officiating  at  her  ordination 
were  her  pastor,  Rev.  Norman  Long  (left),  and  Rev. 
Richard  Craver,  pastor  of  the  Highland  Brethren 
Church. 


INSTRUCTIONAL  UNIT  TWO 

Lee  Ann  Zimmerman,  captain,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Catherine  Lybarger,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Donald  Voorhees,  Bringhurst,  Ind. 

Dennis  Grumbling,  Flora,  Ind. 

CAMP  UNIT 

Betsy  Sayler,  captain,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Ritha  Hesketh,  Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Fredric  Miller,  Jr.,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Mark  Solomon,  Derby,  Kans. 

CAMP  BETHANY  UNIT 

Mary  Ellen  Bates,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Nancy  Wilson,  Masontown,  Pa. 

MUSIC/DRAMA  UNIT 

William  Shafer,  captain,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

John  C.  Mills,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Mark  Slick,  Milledgeville,  111. 

Charles  Bowers,  Fairplay,  Md. 

Darrell  Crissman,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Deanne  Lynch,  Conemaugh,  Pa. 

Tami  Downs,  Lanark,  111. 

Margaret  Ronk,  Ashland,  Ohio 

Jill  Slabaugh,  Goshen,  Ind. 

LeAnne  Icenhour,  Ashland,  Ohio 

MISSIONARY  INTERNS 

Thomas  Keplinger,  captain,  Washington,  D.C. 

David  Kerner,  Roann,  Ind. 

Judy  Gifford,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Joan  Holsinger,  Ashland,  Ohio 

CHURCH  STAFF  INTERNS 

Susan  White,  Ashland,  Ohio 

Elaine  Hensley,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

PASTORAL  INTERNS 

James  Miller,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Donald  Peters,  West  Hartford,  Conn. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  urges  all 
the  Brethren  to  become  "Prayer  Crusaders"  this 
summer.  Many  have  already  volunteered  to  pray 
daily  for  one  of  these  young  people  who  have 
committed  themselves  to  a  summer  of  ministry. 
With  God's  help  and  yours,  the  Summer  Crusader/ 
Internship  program  will  continue  to  develop  lead- 
ers for  a  growing  Brethren  Church. 


Laymen  sponsor  work  &  worship  four 

Bussiaville,  Ind. — The  National  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization has  authorized  James  A.  Payne  to  organize 
a  third  work  and  worship  tour  to  the  Brethren 
Mission  fields  in  South  America. 

Participants  on  the  tour  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  beauty  of  Medellin  and  its  sur- 
rounding mountains,  to  meet  people  in  Colombia, 
to  fellowship  at  the  Argentine  Spiritual  Confer- 
ence, to  visit  churches  in  Cordoba,  Rosario,  Buenos 
Aires,  and  to  see  the  Argentine  camp. 

A  three-week  tour  is  being  planned.  Cost  will 
be   approximately  $1050  from   Miami,   Fla. 

Persons  interested  in  becoming  a  part  of  this 
tour  should  contact  Mr.  Payne  (James  A.  Payne, 
Rt.  3,  Russiaville,  Ind.  46979;  phone  317-883-7149). 
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Esther  Mohler  ordained  deaconess 
at  Sarasota 

Sarasota,  Fla. — Mrs.  Esther  Mohler  was  ordained 
a  deaconess  in  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church 
on  Sunday,  January  22. 

Mrs.  Mohler  is  the  "Founding  Daughter"  of  the 
Sarasota  Church.  It  was  in  her  home,  which  she 
shared  with  her  husband  and  her  parents,  that 
the  church  was  organized  in  1954.  The  congrega- 
tion continued  to  meet  in  the  Mohler  home  for  the 
year  following  its  organization.  Mrs.  Mohler's 
father,  Rev.  Fred  Vanator,  was  the  first  pastor 
of  the  Sarasota  Church. 

Over  the  years,  Mrs.  Mohler  has  served  the 
church  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  vacation  Bible 
school  director,  choir  member,  and  youth  director. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel  was  in  charge  of  the  ordination 
service.  He  was  assisted  by  Sarasota  Moderator 
Mr.  Russell  Yoder,  Deacon  Chairman  Mr.  Walter 
Davis,  Minister  of  Visitation  Mr.  Lynn  Stump,  and 
seven  ordained  ministers. 

WRC   sends   more   aid   to    India 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.— The  World  Relief  Commis- 
sion recently  shipped  25,000  pounds  of  used  cloth- 
ing valued  at  $25,000  to  India.  This  is  the  latest 
contribution  in  WRC's  continuing  assistance  to 
India's  cyclone  and  flood  victims. 

The  clothing  will  be  distributed  by  EFICOR,  the 
relief  arm  of  the  Evangelical  Fellowship  of  India, 
head-quartered  in  New  Delhi  and  a  member  of  the 
World  Evangelical  Fellowship. 

The  human  tragedy  in  India  is  still  intense, 
even  though  it  has  been  five  months  since  recur- 
ring cyclones  and  tidal  waves  devastated  the  states 
of  Andhra  Pradesh,  Tamil  Nadu,  and  Kerala.  At 
that  time  100,000  people  died,  millions  lost  every- 
thing, the  water  was  polluted,  and  25%  of  India's 
rice  crop  was  destroyed. 

Initially  WRC  sent  funds  to  EFICOR,  to  the 
Society  for  Economic  and  Vocational  Assistance 
in  Calcutta,  and  to  the  Brethren  Mission  in  Rajah- 
mundry — all  of  which  helped  the  victims  with 
emergency  supplies  and  which  serve  as  WRC's 
national   counterpart  agencies  in  India. 

WRC  has  provided  over  $150,000  in  cyclone  relief 
to  India.  The  most  recent  financial  contribution 
was  $100,000  for  rehabilitation  expenses.  A  check 
for  this  amount  was  presented  to  Mr.  D.  John 
Richard,  executive  secretary  of  EFICOR,  at  the 
February  convention  of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals,  parent  agency  of  WRC.  This 
money  is  being  used  for  rehabilitation  expenses, 
including  a  house-building  program  of  1,500  houses 
in  ten  model  villages,  a  clean  water  supply,  and 
equipment  for  fishermen,  farmers,  and  artisans 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood. 

The  World  Relief  Commission,  which  assists 
needy  and  depressed  people  in  over  twenty  coun- 
tries, is  the  channel  of  World  Relief  Aid  for  Breth- 
ren churches. 


Esther  Mohler 


Thomas  A.  Schultz 


Chaplain  Schultz  to  receive  Ph.  D. 

Santa  Ana,  California  —  Lieutenant  Commander 
Thomas  A.  Schultz,  U.S.  Navy  Chaplain  from  the 
Brethren  Church,  will  receive  the  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  Degree  from  the  California  Graduate 
School  of  Theology  in  Glendale,  Calif.  Chaplain 
Schultz  majored  in  systematic  theology  and 
minored  in  cultural  anthropology. 

Chaplain  Schultz  is  presently  stationed  as  the 
station  chaplain  at  the  Marine  Corps  Air  Station 
(Helicopter),  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 


BEFORE  YOU  MOVE 

. . .  please  let  us  know. 

1.    Give  old  address: 


Name 

Address 

City                                             State 
2.    Fill  in  new  address  below: 

Zip 

Name 

Address 

City                                             State 

Zip 

Date  new  address  in  effect 

3.    Mail  this  form  to: 

Address  Correction 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH    44805 
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In  Memory 

James  Van  Vactor,  78,  April  4.  Member  of  the 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Stephen  D.  Swihart,  pastor. 

Chester  Wingard,  88,  March  22.  Member  of  the 
Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Gerald  Zook. 
Mrs.  Pauline  Wagoner,  74,  March  21.  Member  and 
deaconess  of  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church,  McGa- 
heysville,  Va.  Services  by  Stephen  Abe,  pastor. 
Quintus  Powell,  68,  March  21.  Member  of  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church,  McGaheysville,  Va.  Services  by 
Stephen  Abe,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Bertha  MacBrookins,  76,  March  19.  Member 
of  the  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Woodrow  Immel,  pastor. 

Bits   an   Pieces 

Rev.  Paul  Steiner  led  a  mini-revival  at  the 
Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church  March  12  15. 
Rev.  Steiner  presented  five  messages  on  the  theme 
"The  Living  Church." 

A  Union  Good  Friday  Service  was  held  at  the 
Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  March  24.  The 
service,  which  was  held  at  night,  was  conducted 
by  candlelight  because  of  the  energy  crisis. 

The  Berlin,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church  reported  a 
total  of  303  receiving  communion  on  Easter  week- 
end. This  includes  those  who  attended  the  com- 
munion services  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
Sunday  evenings,  and  the  shut-ins  who  received 
communion  in   their  homes. 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va., 
had  68  present  for  its  sunrise  service  at  6:00  a.m. 
on  Easter  Sunday.  Pastor  William  Skeldon  was  in 
charge  of  the  service,  and  Doris  McClung,  Jean 
Burton,  Roger  Boggs,  and  Paul  Fox  gave  short 
talks.  The  Cornerstone  Sunday  school  class  spon- 
sored a  breakfast  following  the  service. 

John  Edwards  began  serving  as  youth  director 
of  the  Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  on 
April  1,  1978.  John  is  from  New  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
and  a  1977  graduate  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

The  Burlington  Brethren  Church  also  reports  a 
total  mission  offering  from  January  1  to  March 
19  of  $18,745.00.  Of  this  amount,  $6,248  came  from 
faith  promise  and  cash  gifts  from  individuals,  and 
$12,497  ($2  for  every  $1  of  the  faith  promise  and 
individual  offering)  came  from  the  church 
treasury. 

Fifty  residents  of  the  Brethren's  Home,  Flora, 
Ind.,  received  communion  on  March  29.  The  com- 
munion service  was  administered  by  Rev.  Alvin 
Grumbling,  assisted  by  Deacons  Robert  Over- 
holser  and  Devon  Humbarger,  and  Deaconesses 
Phyllis  Overholser  and  Pauline  Humbarger. 

As  of  April  2  the  Maurertown,  Va.,  Brethren 
Church  had  paid  $43,000  on  their  new  educational 
unit — at  least  half  the  cost  of  the  project.  This  was 
paid  before  the  building  was  completed. 


Clementha  Dwyer,  83,  March  18.  Member  of  the 
Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Gene  Hollinger,  pastor. 

Lois  A.  Puterbaugh,  77,  March  18.  Member  and 
deaconess  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  pastor, 
assisted  by  Leroy  Solomon. 

Orville  Allen,  87,  March  14.  Member  and  senior 
deacon  of  the  Milledgeville,  111.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  James  R.  Black,  pastor. 
Wayne  E.  Smith,  49,  March  14.  Member  of  the 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor. 
David  William  Tanger,  63,  March  10.  Member  of 
the  Gretna,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Leroy  Solomon,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Hazel  B.  Holderman,  88,  March  9.  Member 
of  the  Ardmore  First  Brethren  Church,  South 
Bend,  Ind.  Former  member  of  North  Liberty,  Ind., 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Brian  H.  Moore, 
pastor. 

Myrtle  Eck,  95,  February  28.  Member  of  the  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Donald  E.  Rowser,  pastor. 

Mildred  Buchenroth,  65,  February  26.  Member  of 
the  Gretna,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Leroy  Solomon,  pastor. 

Cornelia  L.  Adams,  71,  February  25.  Member  of 
the  Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  William  H.  Kerner,  pastor. 

Floyd  H.  Miller,  77,  February  11.  Member  of  the 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor. 

Myrtle  Brubaker,  January  18.  Member  of  the  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Donald  E.  Rowser,  pastor. 

Robert  Bisset,  November  27.  Member  and  deacon 
of  the  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Donald  E.  Rowser,  pastor. 


Weddings 

Tamela  Bone  to  Thorn  Gidley,  April  8,  at  Roann, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Malcolm  Meston, 
officiating.  Groom  member  of  Roann  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Anita  Gay  Allen  to  Ernest  Mitchell,  March  25,  at 
Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  First  Brethren  Church;  William 
Skeldon,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  Oak 
Hill  First  Brethren  Church. 

Teresa  Ann  Stogsdill  to  Thomas  G.  Mitchell,  Jan- 
uary 31,  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church; 
Claude  Stogsdill,  pastor  and  father  of  the  bride, 
and  Rev.  Lee  Bracey  officiating. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dorsey  Brandenburg,  50th,  March  17. 

Members    of   the    First   Brethren    Church,    North 

Manchester,  Ind. 

Mr.    &    Mrs.    Norman    Michael,    50th,    March    14. 

Members    of   the   First   Brethren   Church,    Gratis, 

Ohio. 
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How  to  Build  a  Church 

A  Homemade  Church  by  Bernard  Palmer  (Victor 
Books,  1977,  96  pp.,  $1.75  paperback). 

In  this  book  Mr.  Palmer,  an  experienced  author 
on  churches,  tells  the  story  of  Al  Wollen's  success- 
ful pastorate  at  Cedar  Mill  Bible  Church  in  Port- 
land, Oregon.  During  the  twenty-five  years  of 
Wollen's  pastoral  ministry,  the  church  has  grown 
from  50  to  more  than  1,000.  "A  lot  of  love  and  a 
network  of  home  Bible  studies  summarizes  the 
secret  of  growth."  While  these  elements  are  basic, 
this  book  shares  many  other  ingredients  which 
have  been  vital  to  the  church's  growth. 

Pastor  Wollen  excels  in  involving  laymen  in 
meaningful  ministry.  The  many  Bible  study 
groups,  which  have  a  strong  emphasis  on  evan- 
gelism, are  led  by  laymen.  However,  "The  pastor 
is  the  key  individual  in  the  success  of  the  pro- 
gram. . . .  For  he  must  have  a  vision  of  what  such 
a  program  can  do  for  his  church  and  the  commun- 
ity. And  he  must  be  willing  to  put  in  the  time  to 
select,  train  and  supervise  the  lay  leaders." 

The  Cedar  Mill  Church  is  a  church  with  a  pur- 
pose. Everything  they  do  is  geared  to  building  up 
Christians  and  reaching  out  to  the  lost.  Strong 
emphasis  is  placed  upon  expressing  love  and  con- 
cern for  each  other.  A  well-organized  system  of 
Koinonia  groups  involves  people  of  the  church 
in  meaningful  relationships  through  fellowship, 
prayer,  and  social  concern.  These  groups  have 
been  tremendously  effective  in  incorporating  new 
people  into  the  life  of  the  church. 

During  one  of  the  church's  building  programs 
some  members  were  concerned  that  contributions 
would  be  diverted  from  missions  support.  But 
instead  the  missionary  giving  that  year  doubled — 
from  $10,000  to  $20,000!  Why?  Because  this  church 
itself  throbs  with  mission. 

Palmer  writes  in  a  testimonial  style.  The  book, 
which  is  packed  with  human  interest  stories, 
shows  how  laymen  are  actively  involved  in  min- 
istry through  home  Bible  studies,  children  and 
youth  ministries,  athletics,  and  prayer  and  service 
oriented  groups.  Lives  are  changed  and  people 
are  reached  because  these  methods  have  not 
become  an  end  in  themselves  but  remain  ways  the 
church  fulfills  its  purpose. 

Palmer  has  written  a  short,  interesting,  easy  to 
read,  non-technical  book  full  of  inspiring  and 
instructive  reading.  I  hope  that  many  Brethren 
will  invest  a  few  hours  to  read  it. 

— Arden  E.  Gilmer 


How  to  Make  a  Marriage  Better 

I  Want  My  Marriage  to  Be  Better  by  Dr.  Henry 
Brandt  with  Phil  Landrum  (Zondervan,  1977,  159 
pp.,  paperback). 

What  causes  a  man  to  seek  the  companionship 
of  one  particular  girl?  What  is  the  driving  force 
that  causes  him  to  break  away  from  his  closest 
buddies,  accept  their  ridicule,  and  seek  ways  to 
be  with  this  special  girl  more  and  more? 

It's  God's  plan  from  the  beginning.  That's  what 
motivates   one  man  to  marry  one  woman. 

With  a  beautiful  courtship  behind  them,  the 
young  couple  begin  their  marriage — with  selfish- 
ness, stubbornness,  and  hostilities.  Little  things 
that  seemed  extremely  insignificant  before  the 
marriage  now  loom  large  and  are  the  source  of 
many  irritating  scenes.  Differences  between  the 
new  bride  and  groom  become  evident.  How  they 
react  to  each  other's  differences  is  the  key  which 
will  make  or  break  their  marriage. 

According  to  Dr.  Brandt,  "Disagreement  is  as 
natural  as  breathing  when  any  decision  is  called 
for  and  opinions  differ.  Disagreement  reveals 
hostility,  stubbornness,  rebellion,  and  self- 
seeking.  .  .  .  Marriage  magnifies,  rather  than 
eliminates,    self-seeking." 

Where  can  the  couple  turn  for  help  when  dis- 
agreements occur?  They  can  turn  to  God. 

"Couples  in  trouble  need  the  love  of  God.  They 
still  face  the  same  problems,  but  God  helps  them 
respond  differently.  The  love  of  God  eliminates 
the  friction,  allowing  them  to  resolve  their 
differences." 

This  book  would  benefit  people  who  are  already 
married.  Those  who  are  seriously  contemplating 
marriage  would  also  do  well  to  read  it.  Perhaps 
it  would  even  be  of  value  in  helping  divorced 
persons  adjust  to  and  deal  with  bitterness. 

Dr.  Henry  Brandt  is  a  well-known  psychologist 
who  has  traveled  widely  lecturing  on  marriage 
and  marriage  relationships.  Tapes  of  his  lectures 
are  available  for  purchase.  This  book  is  a  compila- 
tion of  the  content  and  spirit  of  his  lectures  on 
Christian  family  living. 

— Mrs.  Paul  Richey 


Arden  Gilmer  is  national  Director  of  Home  Mis- 
sions for  the  Brethren  Church. 

Mrs.  Paul  Richey  is  a  staff  member  of  Riverside 
Christian  Training  School,  Lost  Creek,  Ky. 
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signal  lights 


written  by 
Alberta  Holsinger 


Home  Missions  Story 


A  Bible  School  Visitor 

When  the  teacher  asked  the  children  to  bring  someone  to 
Bible  school,  everyone  was  surprised  at  the  visitor  Jeff 
brought. 


"It  was  good  to  have  all  of  you  here  for  the 
first  morning  of  Bible  school,"  said  Mrs.  Townsend. 
"See  if  you  can  bring  someone  with  you  to- 
morrow." 

"I'll  bring  Betty,"  said  Jane.  "She's  my  best 
friend." 

"Maybe  Larry  will  come  with  me,"  said  Sammy. 

"I  think  my  neighbor  might  come,"  said  Kathy. 

Mrs.  Townsend  smiled.  "You  have  lots  of  good 
ideas,"  she  said.  "Maybe  we'll  have  twice  as  many 
tomorrow." 

Jeff  didn't  say  anything,  but  he  thought,  "I 
don't  know  who  I  can  ask." 

Jeff  lived  in  the  country  and  didn't  have  any 
neighbor  children  nearby.  Most  of  his  friends 
were  already  coming  to  Bible  school.  All  the  way 
home  he  was  thinking,  "Who  can  I  ask?" 

"Thanks  for  the  ride,"  he  said  to  Mrs.  Brown 
when  he  got  out  of  the  car. 

Then  he  ran  to  the  house.  Mom  had  lunch  ready. 
He  washed  his  hands  and  went  to  the  table.  They 
bowed  their  heads  while  Gramps  thanked  God 
for  the  food. 

Then  Mom  asked,  "How  was  Bible  school,  Jeff?" 

"It  was  all  right,"  he  answered,  "but  I'm  not 
going  tomorrow." 

"If  it  was  all  right  today,  why  don't  you  want 
to  go  tomorrow?"  asked  Gramps. 


Readiness  Activities 

1.  Have  one  group  of  children  write  a  song  of 
praise.  They  might  want  to  use  a  tune  they 
know,  or  they  might  like  to  make  up  their  own 
tune.  Have  them  sing  their  song  during  the 
Bible  story  when  it  tells  of  the  men  singing 
in  prison. 

2.  Other  children  might  like  to  draw  pictures  of 
their  church.  Some  may  do  an  inside  view; 
others  an  outside  view.  Talk  about  these  pic- 
tures before  telling  the  Bible  story. 


"  'Cause  we're  supposed  to  bring  someone  with 
us,  and  I  don't  have  anyone  to  take,"  said  Jeff. 

"I'm  sure  Mrs.  Townsend  wants  you  to  come 
even  if  you  can't  take  a  visitor,"  said  Mom. 

"But  all  of  the  other  kids  are  going  to  take  some- 
one," continued  Jeff.  "I'll  be  the  only  one  without 
a  friend." 

"Can't  we  think  of  someone?"  asked  Mom. 
"How  about  Bobby  or  John  or  Jack?" 

"They  were  all  there,"  answered  Jeff. 

"Tommy  usually  visits  all  summer  with  his 
grandparents  down  the  road,"  said  Gramps. 

"He  hasn't  come  yet,"  said  Jeff. 

"Doug  might  like  to  go  with  you,"  suggested 
Mom. 

"He's  on  vacation,"  Jeff  replied.  "See,  I  told  you 
there's  no  one  to  ask." 

"Well,  I  know  someone  who  would  like  to  go 
to  Bible  school,"  said  Gramps.  "He  hasn't  been 
there  for  a  long  time,  but  he  would  like  to  go 
again." 

"Are  you  sure?"  asked  Jeff.  "Who  is  it?" 

Gramps  eyes  twinkled  as  he  said,  "Jonathan 
Knoll!" 

"O  Gramps,"  said  Jeff,  "that's  you." 

"Right,"  agreed  Gramps.  "I  would  like  to  go 
to  Bible  school  again.  May  I  be  your  guest 
tomorrow?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  laughed  Jeff.  "Will  Mrs.  Townsend 
and  the  other  kids  ever  be  surprised!" 

The  next  day  sitting  in  the  story  circle  with 
the  boys  and  girls  was  Gramps.  After  the  story 
he  did  the  worksheet,  said  the  memory  verse,  and 
then  went  out  to  play  with  the  children. 

When  they  came  in,  there  was  Kool-Aid  and 
cookies.  Then  Gramps  made  a  banner  during 
crafts  time. 

At  the  close  of  Bible  school,  as  he  went  out  the 
door,  Gramps  said,  "Thank  you  for  letting  me 
come,  Mrs.  Townsend.  I  had  forgotten  how  much 
fun  Bible  school  is." 

"We're  glad  you  came.  Please  come  back,"  said 
Mrs.  Townsend. 

"Oh,  yes,  come  tomorrow,"  urged  all  the 
children. 

"We'll  see,"  said  Gramps.  "We'll  see." 
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Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Silas  Becomes  a  Preacher 


Silas    continued    preaching    to    people    about    Jesus    even 
though  he  was  put  into  prison  for  doing  so. 


Silas  was  a  Christian.  He  lived  in  Jerusalem. 
He  worshiped  with  the  Christians  in  that  city.  He 
sang.  He  prayed.  He  worked  for  God.  His  friends 
knew  he  was  a  true  believer. 

One  day  the  church  decided  to  send  a  letter  to 
Antioch  to  help  the  believers  there  understand 
God's  word  better. 

"We  should  send  some  men,  too,"  they  decided. 
"We  will  send  men  who  can  explain  exactly  what 
we  mean."  Silas  was  one  of  the  men  they  chose. 

The  people  of  Antioch  were  glad  to  get  the 
letter  from  their  friends  in  Jerusalem.  They 
listened  as  Silas  read  the  letter  to  them.  Then 
he  preached  a  sermon. 

The  people  knew  what  he  was  saying  was  true. 
"You  are  sent  to  us  from  God,"  they  said. 

Later  Silas  went  with  Paul  on  one  of  his  long 
trips  to  tell  people  of  Jesus.  They  stopped  many 
places  to  preach  and  to  teach.  They  stayed  a  day 
in  some  villages  and  cities.  In  others  they  stayed 
a  week  or  a  month  or  longer. 

When  they  came  to  the  city  of  Philippi,  they 
asked,  "Where  do  the  Jews  worship?" 

"On  the  bank  of  the  river  just  outside  the  city," 
they  were  told. 

Silas  and  Paul  went  to  the  river  bank  on  the 
day  of  the  meeting.  They  prayed  with  the  people. 
They  read  the  Scriptures  with  them.  They  told 
them  of  Jesus  who  had  come  just  as  these  Scrip- 
tures said  he  would.  Many  people  believed  and 
were  baptized. 

Silas  and  Paul  went  back  into  the  city.  Most  of 
the  people  of  Philippi  did  not  believe  in  God.  The 
missionaries  told  them  of  God's  love  and  how  to 
have  their  sins  forgiven. 

Some  of  the  people  were  angry.  "We  don't  want 
these  Jews  preaching  in  our  city,"  they  said. 

A  mob  grabbed  Silas  and  Paul  and  took  them 
to  the  judge.  "These  men  are  teaching  people  to 
do  things  that  are  against  our  Roman  laws,"  they 
declared. 

The  judge  listened  to  the  mob.  "Beat  these  men 
with  a  whip  across  their  bare  backs  and  throw 
them  in  prison,"  he  ordered. 

After  the  beating  they  were  taken  to  jail.  "Don't 
let  these  men  escape,"  the  officer  told  the  jailer. 
"If  they  do,  you  will  be  killed." 

The  jailer  wanted  to  be  sure  Silas  and  Paul 
didn't  escape.  He  put  them  in  the  dungeon.  He 
fastened  their  hands  and  feet  securely. 

The  missionaries  knew  that  in  spite  of  all  that 
happened,  God  loved  them  and  was  with  them. 
They  prayed  to  Him  and  sang  hymns  of  praise. 


At  midnight,  as  the  other  prisoners  were  listen- 
ing to  them,  an  earthquake  shook  the  prison.  The 
doors  flew  open  and  the  chains  fell  off  every 
prisoner. 

The  jailer  awoke.  He  saw  the  doors  standing 
open.  "My  prisoners  have  escaped,"  he  shouted. 

He  drew  his  sword  and  was  about  to  kill  him- 
self when  Paul  shouted,  "Don't  do  that!  We're 
all  here!" 

The  jailer  got  a  light  and  went  into  the  dungeon. 
He  fell  down  in  front  of  Silas  and  Paul.  "You 
are  men  of  God,"  he  said.  "What  should  I  do  to 
be  saved?" 

"Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  they 
answered. 

The  jailer  took  them  into  his  house  immediately. 
He  washed  their  wounded  backs.  Then  they 
preached  to  him  and  his  family. 

"I  believe  Jesus  is  God's  Son,"  declared  the 
jailer. 


"Don't  let  these  men  escape,"  the 
officer  told  the  jailer.  "If  they  do, 
you  will  be  killed." 


He  was  baptized  and  so  were  other  members  of 
his  family. 

Later  in  the  morning  the  jailer  received  orders 
to  release  Silas  and  Paul.  They  stayed  a  few  more 
days  with  their  Christian  friends  in  the  city. 

The  beating  and  time  spent  in  prison  did  not 
make  Silas  change  his  mind.  He  continued  to 
travel  and  to  preach.  Sometimes  he  went  with 
Paul.  Sometimes  he  went  with  Timothy.  Some- 
times he  went  by  himself. 

Wherever  he  was,  Silas  told  the  people,  "Believe! 
Jesus  is  God's  Son!" 

—Based  on  Acts  15:22-41;   16:9-40; 
18:5;  I  Peter  5:12 


Memory   Scripture:     Believe   on   the   Lord   Jesus 
Christ,   and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house. 

—Acts  16:31 
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"good  ol'  days' 
were  never  better! 


Thinking  about  the  "good  ol'  days"  can  be  fun. 
Usually  our  minds  turn  to  the  past,  to  a  time  when 
life  was  simpler,  when  days  were  less  hectic. 

But  we  live  in  the  present  and  have  the  future  ahead 
of  us.  We  can't  add  to  or  take  from  the  past.  Today 
and  the  days  ahead,  while  complex  and  filled  with 
uncertainties,  are  ripe  with  possibilities  for  experienc- 
ing abundant  life. 

We're  proud  of  the  100-year  heritage  of  the  Brethren 
Evangelist,  and  we  hope  you'll  help  us  celebrate  it  this 
year. 

But  we  believe  today  and  tomorrow  and  the  next 
day  are  the  best  times,  of  all  times,  to  be  alive  and 
serving  our  Lord. 

So  join  us  in  focusing  our  attention  on  today  and 
the  future,  as  we  address  our  world  .  .  .  and  as  we  dis- 
cover the  great  things  God  has  in  store  for  us  individ- 
ually and  together  as  the  Brethren  Church. 
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General   Conference   speaker 

8:30  a.m.  daily 
Wednesday   through    Friday 

author— Rich  Christians  in  an  Age  of  Hunger 


Karen   Mains 

WMS   Public   Service   speaker 
1:45   p.m.  Wednesday 

author — Open  Heart,  Open  Home 
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Joseph   Bayly 

All-Conference    Banquet   speaker 
5:30   p.m.   Friday 

author — The  Gospel  Blimp 

View  from  a  Hearse 

Psalms  of  My  Life 

newest  release — Heaven 


Plan    now    to    attend! 
August    14-18 


Autograph  parties  will  be  held 
at  the  Carpenter's  Shop. 
Times  will  be  announced. 
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Why  Pastors 
Drop  Out 


Andre   Bustanoby  challenges  churches  to  look  at  the  part 
they  play  in  the  exodus  of  pastors  from  the  ministry. 


DON'T  be  surprised  if  your  pastor  is 
thinking  about  resigning.  According  to 
sociologist  John  Koval  of  Notre  Dame,  one 
in  four  Catholic  priests  and  one  in  eight 
Protestant  clergymen  are  doing  just  that. 
Koval  says  that  the  major  reasons  are  the 
need  for  more  money  and  the  seeming  inef- 
fectiveness of  the  work  of  the  church.  In  a 
study  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
84  per  cent  of  the  ministers  responding  to 
the  questionnaire  felt  they  were  underpaid 
compared  with  other  professionals  of  equal 
education. 

Bob  Dale,  pastoral-ministries  consultant 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  sees  the  dropout  problem  as  an 
inability  to  meet  certain  crises  that  occur 
at  various  periods  of  the  pastor's  life.  Dale 
says  that  the  first  crisis  comes  three  to 
five  years  after  seminary  when  a  healthy 
dose  of  reality  shatters  many  seminary- 
days  ideals.  The  second  occurs  at  age  forty 
when  the  pastor  realizes  he  has  not  reached 
the  goals  he  set  for  himself.  The  third  crisis 
comes  when  he  looks  ahead  to  the  insecurity 
of  retirement  years. 

Dale's  observations  are  valid,  but  the 
crises  he  describes  are  not  unique  to  min- 
isters. More  revealing  is  the  1970  study  by 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  of  276  active 


Andre  Bustanoby  is  a  marriage  and  family 
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UCC  pastors  and  241  former  pastors.  The 
study,  called  Ex-Pastors:  Why  Men  Leave 
the  Parish  Ministry  (Pilgrim),  pointed  out 
three  major  trouble  areas :  (1)  conflict  with 
the  congregation  (such  as  unwarranted 
criticism,  too  high  an  expectation  for 
minister  and  family  in  their  personal  lives, 
apathy  and  lack  of  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  church  leaders);  (2)  distortion  of  the 
role  of  pastor  (too  much  time  spent  in 
administration  and  in  smoothing  the  easily 
ruffled  feathers  of  the  church  members, 
too  little  time  for  study  and  personal 
contact);  (3)  personal  problems  (such  as 
a  sense  of  personal  and  professional  inade- 
quacy, insufficient  training,  family  prob- 
lems). This  study  did  not  find  salary  a 
major  factor  in  pastoral  dropout. 

What  I  have  learned  from  my  own  ex- 
perience with  pastors  who  have  left  the 
ministry  follows  closely  the  UCC  findings 
and  prompts  me  to  raise  the  question  of 
what  the  churches  might  do  to  reduce  the 
exodus. 

Of  prime  importance  is  a  unified  leader- 
ship in  the  local  church,  leaders  courageous 
enough  to  deal  with  dissent  firmly  and  in 
love.  A  pastor  who  feels  he  has  the  love  and 
support  of  the  rest  of  the  leaders  is  more 
likely  to  remain  at  his  post  and  work  out 
problems  than  a  pastor  who  does  not  have 
this  reassurance. 

It  is  not  enough  for  church  leaders  and 
a  prospective  pastor  to  talk  and  agree 
about  the  philosophy  of  the  ministry  and 
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When  a  pastor  drops  out,  the  implication  is 
that  he  has  failed.  When  are  the  churches 
going  to  ask  themselves  where  they  failed? 


the  doctrine  of  ecclesiology.  I  have  seen  lay 
leaders  bend  under  dissent  and  accommo- 
date their  views  of  the  ministry  and  the 
church  to  the  dissenters.  The  pastor  is  then 
faced  with  the  choice  of  standing  alone  in 
the  face  of  dissent  or  going  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  leaders  and  accommodating  his 
convictions  too.  If  he  stands  alone,  he 
appears  to  be  rigid.  If  he  bends,  he  feels 
he  has  forsaken  his  calling  to  proclaim  the 
truth. 

I  hasten  to  point  out  that  the  idea  of 
taking  "an  uncompromising  stand"  has 
been  used  by  pastors  to  justify  unjusti- 
fiable behavior.  I  go  into  this  at  length  in 
You  Can  Change  Your  Personality  (Zon- 
dervan)  and  warn  of  the  dangers  of  mala- 
daptive "top  dog"  behavior  on  the  part  of 
pastors.  Here  I  wish  to  address  lay  leaders 
whose  pastors  have  adaptive  rather  than 
maladaptive  personalities:  are  they  coura- 
geous enough  to  stand  with  the  pastor  on 
the  philosophy  of  the  ministry  spelled  out 
when  they  began  working  together? 

Stand    by   your   pastor 

It  was  this  quality  in  the  lay  leaders  of 
my  first  pastorate  that  formed  an  ever- 
lasting bond  of  love  and  kept  me  at  the 
church  for  seven  years.  And  it  was  found 
not  only  in  the  lay  leaders  but  also  in  the 
district  superintendent.  They  were  persons 
of  conviction  and  character  who  on  the 
one  hand  stood  against  dissent  and  on  the 
other  hand  dealt  with  a  young  pastor's 
peccadillos. 

Apathy  and  lack  of  cooperation  are  other 
problems  that  pastors  face.  In  fairness, 
the  pastor  must  realize  that  his  job  and 
church  responsibilities  are  one  (which  can 
be  both  bane  and  blessing).  Even  the  culti- 
vation of  his  family  life  is  in  a  sense  a  job 
requirement:  if  he  is  to  lead  the  church  he 
must  lead  his  family.  The  amount  of  time 
and  energy  lay  persons  have  to  give  to  the 


church  is  usually  limited  by  job  and  family 
responsibilities.  I  frankly  do  not  know  how 
some  lay  persons  are  able  to  give  as  much 
time  and  energy  as  they  do  to  the  local 
assembly. 

Pastors  frustrated  over  the  slower  pace 
of  their  lay  leaders  might  explore  additional 
ministries  such  as  police  or  hospital  chap- 
laincies. Pastors  with  a  gift  for  writing 
might  turn  their  sermons  into  pamphlets 
and  books.  Some  pastors  find  great  fulfill- 
ment in  teaching  at  local  Christian  schools 
and  even  in  secular  institutions. 

Such  ministries  help  the  pastor  cope  with 
the  feeling  of  a  distorted  pastoral  role — 
too  much  time  working  at  administration 
and  smoothing  ruffled  feathers,  not  enough 
time  exercising  his  spiritual  gifts.  Oppor- 
tunities that  might  not  exist  in  his  church 
simply  because  the  congregation  is  near  the 
saturation  point  do  exist  in  the  community 
at  large. 

Even  though  intellectually  we  know 
better,  we  expect  the  pastor  to  have  fewer 
problems — or  at  least  be  able  to  cope  with 
them  better — than  the  average  Christian. 
First  Timothy  3  gives  some  justification 
for  that  feeling.  These  expectations,  how- 
ever, do  tend  to  make  the  pastor  feel 
trapped.  He  may,  as  the  UCC  study  found, 
worry  about  such  matters  as  personal  and 
professional  inadequacy,  insufficient  train- 
ing, and  family  problems.  But  because  of 
his  position  he  doesn't  feel  that  he  can  talk 
to  just  anybody  about  his  problems.  And 
he  may  think  that  his  feelings  could  not 
be  understood  by  someone  who  has  never 
been  in  the  pastoral  ministry. 

Large  metropolitan  areas  have  outstand- 
ing pastors,  Christian  leaders,  and  profes- 
sional counselors  who  can  offer  the  troubled 
pastor  confidential  help.  Pastors  who  are 
not  near  large  cities  probably  do  not  have 
such  resources.  They  are  likely  to  be  un- 
willing to  go  to  their  denominational  lead- 
ers because  of  a  feeling  that  it  might  jeopar- 
dize their  present  or  future  ministry. 
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'Men  who  have  left  the  pastoral  ministry  and  have  gone 
into  alternative  ministries  say  this  again  and  again: 
there  is  more  freedom  to  minister  outside  the  local 
church. 


n 


Many  professional  counselors  and  coun- 
seling agencies  offer  intensive  counseling 
over  a  day  or  two  or  more  or  over  a  week- 
end for  persons  who  must  travel  a  long 
way  to  reach  them.  The  setting  I  favor  for 
out-of-town  clients  is  a  weekend  retreat 
where  my  wife  and  I  are  able  to  live  and 
play  with  a  couple  as  well  as  counsel  with 
them. 

Feelings  of  professional  inadequacy  are 
often  relieved  by  further  education.  Most 
professions  require  continuing  education, 
and  many  churches  are  open  to  the  idea  of 
the  pastor's  improving  his  knowledge  and 
skills.  A  church  might  even  be  willing  to 
give  its  pastor  substantial  time  and  money 
for  further  education  in  exchange  for  a  time 
commitment  of  service  in  the  church.  The 
church  certainly  stands  to  gain  by  having 
its  pastor  feel  fulfilled  and  updated  in  his 
profession. 

Related  to  the  feeling  of  inadequacy  is 
the  feeling  of  low  professional  worth.  In 
days  gone  by,  the  pastor  was  an  influential, 
highly  respected  member  of  the  community. 
Nowadays  the  specialist  is  preempting  his 
position.  Nationally  known  writers  and 
lecturers  are  often  given  the  place  of  prom- 
inence and  respect  (though  many  of  them 
are  well  known  not  for  the  effectiveness  of 
their  ministry  at  home  but  rather  for  their 
flair  for  writing  and  lecturing).  Counselors 
and  psychologists  are  often  viewed  as  the 
people  to  see  when  you  have  real  problems. 
This  move  toward  "professionalism"  has 
been  encouraged  by  a  decline  in  pastoral 
effectiveness.  But  that  decline  is  due  not 
so  much  to  a  lack  of  training  or  gifts  as 
to  the  pastor's  lack  of  freedom  to  minister 
and  develop  his  skills.  He  is  continually 
having  to  overcome  the  organizational 
inertia  of  the  local  church  and  the  petty 
prejudices  of  the  congregation.  He  must 
wait  for  yet  another  committee  meeting  or 
feasibility  study  before  he  can  make  a 
move.  Creativity  and  the  exercise  of  spirit- 
ual gifts  are  impeded  by  a  hundred  different 


lay  ideas  of  what  the  pastoral  ministry 
ought  to  be.  I'm  not  suggesting  that  the 
congregation  be  expected  to  go  along  with 
anything  its  pastor  decides  to  do.  Certainly 
there  must  be  an  agreement  on  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  ministry  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
church.  But  once  those  fundamental  points 
have  been  established,  the  pastor  must  have 
freedom  to  minister. 


Freedom   to    serve 

Men  who  have  left  the  pastoral  ministry 
and  have  gone  into  alternative  ministries 
say  this  again  and  again:  there  is  more 
freedom  to  minister  outside  the  local  church. 
This  does  not  mean  that  organization  and 
administration  are  not  required  outside  the 
church.  But  as  one  former  pastor  put  it, 
"organization  exists  to  serve  a  meaningful 
purpose  and  is  not  perpetuated  only  be- 
cause it  has  always  been  that  way.  Like- 
wise, administration  is  not  hamstrung  by 
little  minds  who  don't  know  what  we're 
really  trying  to  do.  My  organization  would 
fold  up  if  I  ran  it  the  way  many  churches 
are  run." 

Freedom  in  the  ministry  was  very  im- 
portant to  the  Apostle  Paul  (First  Corin- 
thians 9).  While  defending  the  propriety  of 
a  paid  ministry,  he  chose  to  refuse  pay  in 
order  to  be  free  to  minister.  I'm  not  sug- 
gesting that  we  change  to  an  unpaid  min- 
istry, that  all  paid  clergy  give  up  salaried 
positions  to  "sew  tents"  while  they  minister. 
I  think  this  would  be  a  serious  setback  for 
the  local  church.  But  I  do  believe  that  the 
local  churches  must  take  a  hard  look  at 
what  they  are  doing  to  hasten  the  exodus 
from  the  pastorate. 

The  matter  was  stated  clearly  by  a  form- 
er pastor  now  heading  a  Christian  organ- 
ization serving  the  local  churches.  When 
he  was  asked  if  he  would  ever  return  to  the 
pastorate,  he  replied,  "I  doubt  it.  Right  now 
I'm  getting  all  the  fulfillment  that  I  ever 
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Of  prime  importance  is  a  unified  leadership 
in  the  local  church,  leaders  courageous 
enough  to  deal  with  dissent  firmly  and  in 
love." 


had  as  a  pastor  without  any  of  the  liabil- 
ities. I'm  preaching  or  teaching  practically 
every  Sunday  and  am  enjoying  opportun- 
ities to  counsel  troubled  Christians.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  don't  have  to  worry  that 
something  I  say  is  going  to  be  taken  badly 
by  a  disgruntled  soul  who  will  be  on  the 
phone  Monday  morning.  I  don't  mean  that 
I  have  the  liberty  to  be  irresponsible.  But 
I  don't  feel  that  my  ministry  and  family  are 
continually  under  the  scrutiny  of  people 
who  really  don't  understand  the  unique 
pressures  of  the  pastorate.  There's  a  lot 
of  just  plain  thoughtlessness — like  some  of 
the  ladies  of  the  church  comparing  my  wife 
to  the  former  pastor's  wife,  who  was  much 
more  active  in  the  church.  You  can  imagine 
why  my  wife  felt  that  she  was  a  millstone 
around  my  neck  when  I  was  in  the 
pastorate." 

When  asked  if  he  was  bitter,  he  said,  "No, 
not  at  all.  The  hard  times  in  the  pastorate 
were  a  growth  experience  for  me  and  my 
family.  I'm  just  a  little  sad,  not  for  myself 
but  for  the  congregation  I  left.  I  don't  think 
that  my  resignation  made  them  stop  and 
look  at  themselves  and  say,  'Is  there  any- 
thing we  have  done  or  left  undone  that 
might  have  been  a  cause  of  his  resignation?' 


I  feel  that  my  exodus  from  the  pastorate 
was  viewed  as  evidence  that  I  really  have 
problems  and  just  am  not  suited  for  the 
pastorate. 


Problem    must   be   discussed 

"I  don't  think  that  the  dropout  problem 
has  been  aired  adequately.  Usually  it's  a 
very  quiet  matter  when  a  pastor  drops  out, 
and  the  implication  is  only  that  another 
pastor  has  failed.  When  are  the  churches 
going  to  ask  themselves  where  they  failed? 
If  it's  true  that  one  out  of  eight  clergymen 
is  thinking  of  resigning,  that  would  mean 
25,000  out  of  the  nation's  total  of  200,000. 
If  those  25,000  resigned  all  at  once,  maybe 
the  churches  would  admit  that  they  have 
a  serious  problem  on  their  hands.  I  want 
to  see  more  of  the  burden  of  responsibility 
put  back  on  the  churches.  Yes,  the  individ- 
ual pastor  has  a  responsibility  to  make  his 
relationship  to  the  church  work.  But  the 
churches  have  a  responsibility  to  him.  I 
think  that  it's  time  that  they  take  that 
responsibility  seriously."  Q 
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"A  church  might  even  be  willing  to  give  its  pastor  sub- 
stantial time  and  money  for  further  education  in 
exchange  for  a  time  commitment  of  service  in  the 
church.  The  church  certainly  stands  to  gain  by  having 
its  pastor  feel  fulfilled  and  updated  in  his  profession." 
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Special  Section:     Pastoral  Ministry 


An  Alternative 


•meeting  the  pastoral  needs 
of  the  small  congregation 


Smith    Rose   suggests   a   possible   remedy  for  the  financial 
dilemma  of  small  congregations. 


rE  seem  obsessed  with  the  idea  that 
all  congregations  must  have  a  full-time 
pastor.  Any  congregation  with  a  part-time 
pastor  is  viewed  as  defective  and  neglected. 

But  the  current  economic  situation  is 
making  it  harder  and  harder  for  the  smaller 
congregation  to  meet  its  financial  commit- 
ments. Employing  a  pastor  full  time  often 
results  in  financial  crisis  for  the  church, 
economic  hardship  for  the  pastor,  or  both. 

One  of  the  obvious  solutions  is  increased 
giving  by  the  members  of  the  congregation. 
Perhaps  we  all  could  and  should  consider 
a  simpler  lifestyle,  one  which  would  enable 
us  to  provide  more  funding  for  the  local 
church. 

But  an  increasing  number  of  families 
have  cut  their  budgets  to  the  bone  and  are 
finding  it  necessary  to  have  more  than  one 
wage  earner  just  to  make  ends  meet.  And 
some  congregations  have  members  who 
are  faithful,  over  and  above,  in  their 
stewardship. 

The  question  is,  How  long  can  this  con- 
tinue? The  strains  in  attempting  to  meet 
great  financial  needs  over  long  periods  of 
time  have  discouraged  and  demoralized  both 
pastors  and  congregations. 

Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose  is  Executive  Secretary  of 
Central  Council  and  a  former  pastor. 
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From  years  of  personal  experience  I  know 
the  frustrations  and  difficulties  that  can 
result  from  such  a  situation.  Though  the 
congregations  I  served  were  considered  full- 
time  pastorates,  in  every  case  I  found  it 
necessary  to  supplement  my  income  for 
part  of  each  pastoral  term.  How  ?  By  teach- 
ing school,  driving  bus,  or  doing  manual 
labor. 

Though  it  was  always  "by  permission," 
it  was  not  without  criticism,  tension,  and 
sometimes  embarrassment  to  at  least  some 


"The  strains  in  attempting  to  meet 
great  financial  needs  over  long 
periods  of  time  have  discouraged 
and  demoralized  both  pastors  and 
congregations." 

members  of  the  congregation.  In  spite  of 
this,  I  found  this  more  honorable  and  easier 
to  live  with  than  the  crippling  worry  many 
pastors  experience  and  the  indebtedness 
they  accumulate  (especially  during  their 
children's  high  school  and  college  years  or 
when  unexpected  burdens  come  to  the  fam- 
ily through  accidents,  illness,  or  death). 

Some  would  suggest  that  small  congre- 
gations be  considered  mission  points  and  be 


"The  congregation  that  accepts  a  supplemental  employ- 
ment relationship  for  its  pastor  must  not  expect  full- 
time  work  from  him.  The  congregation  must  share  in 
the  work  of  the  church." 


provided  a  full-time  pastor  at  denomina- 
tional expense.  There  have  been  all  too  many 
cases  where  this  has  bsen  done  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  congregation  and  to  mis- 
sions support. 

The  basic  premise  of  missions  is  growth 
and  outreach,  not  mothering  small  congre- 
gations with  limited  growth  potential.  Mis- 
sions givers  feel  deceived  when  their  funds 
do  not  go  for  outreach. 

A   better   way 

A  better  solution  is  to  openly  promote 
a  pattern  of  supplemental  employment  for 
the  pastors  of  smaller  churches — where  it 
is  accepted  and  understood  from  the  begin- 
ning that  the  pastor  will  earn  part  of  his 
living  by  outside  employment. 

We  might  make  better  progress  if  we 
would  locate  and  use  good,  committed  men 
who  are  willing  to  be  trained  and  to  serve 
in  this  way.  These  men  would  supply  lead- 
ership for  our  smaller,  struggling  congre- 
gations and  eventually  could  free  some 
discouraged,  underpaid  pastors  to  minister 
in  growing  areas. 

Such  an  approach  requires  certain  basic 
understandings  on  the  part  of  both  pastor 
and  people.  The  pastor  of  the  smaller  con- 
gregation often  works  harder  and  with  less 
results  than  one  in  a  large  church.  Why? 
Simply  because  there  are  fewer  hands  to  do 
the  work.  He  often  is  pastor,  secretary, 
custodian,  taxi  driver,  and  so  forth. 

So  the  congregation  that  accepts  a  sup- 
plemental employment  relationship  for  its 
pastor  must  not  expect  full-time  work  from 
him.  The  congregation  must  share  in  the 
work  of  the  church  so  that,  together,  pastor 
and  people  can  still  provide  an  adequate 
ministry  in  the  community. 

It  is  always  difficult  for  one  person  to 
work  two  jobs.  It  is  possible  for  the  pastor 
to  overdo  both  jobs,  so  that  in  effect  he 
has    two    full-time   jobs    at   two   part-time 


salaries.  On  the  other  hand,  he  may  find 
himself  devoting  an  undue  amount  of  time 
to  one  job  to  the  detriment  of  the  other. 

Neither  situation  is  desirable.  From  the 
outset,  it  is  essential  for  the  congregation 
and  pastor  to  prepare  a  written  job  descrip- 
tion detailing  specific  expectations  of  the 
pastor  and  the  congregation.  This  descrip- 
tion should  be  reviewed  frequently  at  first 
(perhaps  every  two  months  for  the  first 
half  year),  so  that  all  needs  of  the  church 
and  the  pastor  are  satisfied.  This  will  also 
avoid  a  possible  breakdown  in  communica- 
tion that  might  result  in  hard  feelings  and 
an  unnecessary  pastoral  change. 

I  am  not  writing  about  something  which 
does  not  exist.  John  Long,  pastor  of  Bright- 
on Chapel,  is  also  a  banker.  Ronald  Lau- 
denschlager  of  the  Center  Chapel  church  is 
a  teacher.  In  addition  to  pastoring  the 
Denver,  Indiana,  church,  George  Brown 
works  for  the  U.S.  Postal  Service.  And 
Wayne  Swihart  pastors  the  Mishawaka 
congregation  and  teaches  in  a  university. 

This  list  is  representative,  not  exhaustive. 
Others  could  be  added,  but  all  are  deserving 
of  our  prayer  support  and  appreciation. 

All  smaller  congregations  need  to  do  a 
self-study  to  determine  their  own  commit- 
ment to  ministry,  their  resources,  their 
growth  potential,  and  their  present  pas- 
toral/lay ministry  situation.  They  need  to 
discover  where  they  are  and  decide  where 
they  want  to  be.  Then  they  can  set  realistic 
goals  and  move  forward  at  the  level  of  min- 
istry their  congregations  are  capable  of 
supporting. 

Let  me  emphasize  again  that  supplemen- 
tal employment  for  the  pastor  should  not 
put  a  stigma  upon  a  congregation  that,  be- 
cause of  size,  location,  or  economic  condi- 
tions, cannot  afford  a  full-time  pastor. 

Rather,  let's  recognize  it  as  a  viable 
alternative  to  financial  hardship  and  frus- 
tration for  the  church  that  has  a  sense  of 
mission  in  its  community. 
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contact 


keeping  Brethren  in  touch! 


Bill  Livingston:  "Isn't  it  wonderful!" 


Bill  Livingston 


"I  ENTERED  THE  MINISTRY 
later  in  life.  But  I  haven't  dread- 
ed a  minute  of  it." 

Rev.  William  Livingston  com- 
pleted his  seminary  training 
when  he  was  45.  This  month  he 
is  retiring  from  the  ministry. 

After  serving  a  one  and  one- 
half  year  pastorate  at  the  Flora, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church  in  the 
mid  1960's,  Bill  and  his  wife, 
June,  discovered  a  new  ministry. 

"I  took  the  Flora  Church 
after  seminary  primarily  be- 
cause the  Brethren's  Home  was 
a  part  of  it,  and  that  was  an 
interest  of  mine.  So  when  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  (Russell)  Kuns  wanted 
to  retire  as  administrators  of 
the  Home,  I  preached  a  couple 
of  sermons  on  how  anyone  in 
th?  congregation  could  take  the 
job  of  administrator  if  they  just 
thought  so. 

"As  it  turned  out,  I  applied 
the  sermon  to  myself."  And  for 


the  next  five  and  one-half  years 
they  ably  cared  for  the  daily 
business  of  the  Home. 

"The  same  year  we  went  to 
the  Home  (1965),  General  Con- 
ference was  considering  selling 
it  and  going  out  of  the  retire- 
ment home  business.  It  was  the 
Benevolent  Board's  only  project 
at  that  time. 

"But  because  there  were  peo- 
ple of  vision  on  that  board,  we 
were  able  to  build  a  new  home 
there  and  go  on  to  the  strong 
program  we  enjoy  today.  To  see 
how  it's  developed  and  to  know 
you've  had  a  small  part  in  it, 
that  is  very  satisfying." 

After  the  new  nursing  care 
center  was  completed  and  fi- 
nancially stable,  the  Livingston's 
returned  to  pastoral  ministry. 

"For  the  last  seven  and  a  half 
years,  we've  been  happily  serv- 
ing at  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 
These  have  been  just  about  the 
best  years  of  our  lives. 

"The  Cerro  Gordo  church  is 
one  that  people  don't  know 
much  about  because  we  are  out 
on  the  fringe.  We  feel  a  certain 
amount  of  isolation,  I  guess. 

"But  I've  found  it  to  be  a 
very  enjoyable  ministry  here. 
The  people  are  very  loving.  It 
has  been  a  joy  to  serve  here  and 
be  touched  by  the  members." 

The  church  has  made  numer- 
ous contributions  to  Christian 
ministry  through  the  lives  of 
its  members.  "From  this  con- 
gregation has  come  Mary  Mills, 
a  missionary  in  Brazil;  Clarence 
and  Claude  Stogsdill,  both  pas- 
tors of  Brethren  churches ;  Ellen 
McDonald,  now  wife  of  David 
Stogsdill,  pastor  of  a  Four 
Square  church;  and  Connie 
Bowrey,    working    full    time    at 


Rice  Ranch,  a  Baptist  camp  for 
the  deaf  in  Tennessee. 

"The  latest  contribution  is 
David  Powell,  who  is  licensed 
and  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas,  Brethren  Church. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  possibili- 
ties, a  lot  of  potential  for  this 
church.  I  can  see  real  oppor- 
tunities." 

One  person  who  was  especially 
dear  to  Rev.  Livingston  was 
Rev.  Dyoll  Belote.  "I'll  probably 
always  remember  him.  He  had 
quite  an  influence  on  my  life  .  .  . 
especially  through  his  prayers. 
He  was  a  tremendous  gentle- 
man." 

When  asked  if  he  had  any 
special  memories,  Rev.  Living- 
ston recalled  two  individuals  at 
the  Brethren's  Home.  "One  per- 
son prefaced  everything  with 
the  phrase  'Isn't  it  wonderful!' 
In  contrast,  we  had  another 
person  who  seemed  always  to 
preface  her  remarks  with  'Isn't 
it  too  bad.' 

"Of  course,  the  one  was  al- 
ways happy,  the  other  was 
usually  miserable.  They  have 
always  stuck  with  me  as  re- 
flecting totally  different  out- 
looks on  life." 

For  the  present,  Rev.  Living- 
ston will  work  as  a  piano  tuner 
and  technician,  maintaining  a 
small  repair  shop  and  handling 
new  and  used  pianos  and  organs. 
The  Livingston's  address  will 
be  a  post  office  box  in  La  Place, 
Illinois    61936. 

Bill  says,  "I've  appreciated 
every  opportunity  that's  been 
presented  to  me  by  the  Brethren 
Church.  It's  been  a  special  part 
of  my  life  to  have  opportunity 
to  serve  in  a  very  particular 
way." 
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Special  Section:     Pastoral  Ministry 


Hearing  God's  Call 


Charles  Beekley  and  Dan  DeVeny  tell  how  God  led  them  to 
prepare  for  Christian  ministry. 


WHY  WOULD  TWO  MEN  well  established  in 
careers  give  up  those  careers  and  enter  a  theo- 
logical seminary? 

Last  September  Charles  Beekley  and  Daniel 
DeVeny  did  just  that.  To  find  out  why,  we  inter- 
viewed Charlie  and  Dan  shortly  after  they  made 
public  their  commitment  to  enter  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Brethren  Evangelist:  Charlie,  tell  us  a  little 
about  your  background.  What  have  you  been 
doing? 

Charlie:  I'm  currently  in  commercial  broad- 
casting. I  knew  when  I  was  very  young  that  I 
was  going  to  be  a  commercial  broadcaster  some 
day,  that  I  was  going  to  be  a  disc  jockey  and 
an  announcer.  Ever  since  the  seventh  grade, 
that's  the  way  I  have  prepared  myself.  And  it's 
worked  out  that  way. 

I  came  to  Ashland  College,  studied  in  the 
speech  department  and  in  radio  and  TV,  and  I  got 
a  job  while  I  was  still  in  school  at  a  radio  station. 
Then  I  spent  two  years  in  the  Army,  came  back 


Photos  by  Bruce   Ronk 

Charlie  Beekley  was  program  director  of  a  com- 
mercial radio  station  when  he  heard  God's  call  to 
full-time  service.  He  has  entered  Ashland  Theo- 
logical  Seminary   for  further   training. 


to  teach  radio  and  TV  at  Ashland  College,  and 
left  college  to  become  program  director  at 
WVNO.  I  was  pretty  well  set,  satisfied  with  my- 
self, going  places  in  radio  and  TV. 
BE:  Now  you've  received  a  call  to  ministry. 
How  did  that  come  about? 

Charlie:  It's  an  interesting  story.  In  my  case 
it  tended  to  build  up  over  a  year.  At  the  1976 
General  Conference  I  sat  spellbound  as  Spencer 
Gentle  spoke  about  our  Brethren  Church  and 
the  role  it  had  to  play  in  God's  kingdom,  how 
excited  he  was  and  how  the  rest  of  us  should 
be  excited  and  want  to  work  for  the  church 
and  for  God. 

I  thought,  "Wouldn't  it  be  neat  if  there  was 
some  way  I  could  expand  my  role  in  the 
church?"  But  it  didn't  seem  practical  at  the  time. 
In  fact,  I  mentioned  it  to  my  wife  briefly,  and 
she  said,  "It  would  be  great  to  go  to  seminary, 
but  we  can't  afford  that  right  now." 

It  was  a  recurring  thought  during  the  year.  It 
kept  coming  back  to  my  mind;  it  surfaced  in  dis- 
cussions with  some  of  my  friends.  I  talked  about 
it  a  couple  of  times  in  a  Bible  study  we  partici- 
pated in,  and  it  kept  getting  stronger. 

Finally,  in  early  August,  I  walked  into  my 
boss's  office  at  the  radio  station  and  said,  "Boss, 
I've  got  a  problem  that's  been  bothering  me  for 
over  a  year.  I'm  going  to  quit  and  go  to 
seminary." 

It  wasn't  a  bolt  of  lightning  in  my  case.  It  was 
something   that   grew   and   got   stronger  over,   I 
would  say,  roughly  a  year's  period. 
BE:     What  about  you,  Dan?  What's  your  back- 
ground? What  have  you  been  doing? 

Dan:  For  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  I  have 
been  involved  in  retail  management  of  one  sort 
or  another.  Two  years  ago  I  came  to  a  point  in 
my  life  where  I  felt  I  needed  to  be  doing  some- 
thing for  the  Lord.  I  wasn't  exactly  sure  what. 
I  quit  my  job  at  that  time  and  allowed  the  Lord 
to  lead  me,  and  He  brought  me  to  Ashland.  I 
was  still  involved  in  retail  management  as  a 
bookstore  manager  here,  first  at  the  Brethren 
Bookstore  and  now  at  the  Carpenter's  Shop. 

I  felt  all  along  that  this  was  surely  enough, 
that  I  was  fulfilling  my  need,  and  surely  I  was 
meeting  the  requirements  He  had  for  me.  But 
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I  have  come  to  find  out  that  He  really  wants  me 
to  work  with  Him  instead  of  just  for  Him,  and 
now  I  am  enrolled  in  the  seminary.  I'm  not  sure 
where  this  is  going  to  lead,  but  I  am  to  the  point 
now  where  I  will  be  satisfied  with  whatever  the 
leading  is.  If  it  is  to  a  pastorate,  that  will  be  just 
fine;  if  it  is  to  a  mission  field,  that's  fine;  if  it 
is  back  to  the  bookstore,  that's  fine,  because  I'm 
letting  Him  do  the  guiding  right  now. 

BE:  Are  there  ways  that  you  could  suggest 
how  other  men  and  women  might  be  responsive 
to  God's  will?  How  can  they  know  when  God 
is  calling  them? 

Dan:  God's  work  will  be  done,  regardless  of 
whether  I  do  it,  or  whether  Charlie  does  it,  or 
whether  others  do  it.  God's  work  will  be  done, 
and  He's  going  to  find  vessels,  people  to  work 
through.  If  we  don't  listen  to  God's  voice  and 
do  just  as  He  says,  then  we're  the  ones  who  are 
going  to  be  missing  the  blessings. 

I  think  we  need  to  somehow  come  to  a  point 
where  we  just  yield  and  know  that  it  is  God 
speaking.  Sometimes  we're  afraid  that  we  will 
be  swept  up  in  some  kind  of  a  movement,  or  that 
we  don't  know  how  to  hear  God's  voice.  We  need 
to  know  that  there  are  ways,  that  the  Lord  just 
doesn't  come  upon  you  one  day  and  say,  "I  want 
you  in  seminary,"  or  "I  want  you  in  the  mission 
field,"  or  "I  want  you  here."  He  has  ways,  He 
works,  He's  a  very  gentle  person,  and  He  works 
gently  and  He  guides. 

Charlie:  What  was  important  to  me  was  seek- 
ing the  advice  and  counsel  of  Christian  friends- 
more  mature  Christian  friends  in  some  cases. 
When  I  had  these  thoughts  or  I  had  these  ques- 
tions or  I  seemed  to  be  pulling  in  that  direction, 
I  would  say  to  a  Christian  friend,  "How  did  you 
feel?"  I  talked  to  Leroy  Solomon  most  and  said, 
"How  did  you  feel?  What  were  your  experi- 
ences?" He  shared  with  me  and  helped  me  to 
become  aware  of  God's  call  and  to  open  myself 
and  make  myself  available  to  His  leading. 

BE:     Other  people  then  play  an  important  part. 

Charlie:  Yes!  And  I  have  experienced  something 
interesting  since  I  made  public  my  commitment. 
Probably  a  dozen  people  have  come  to  me  since 
the  Sunday  I  went  forward  in  church  and  said, 
"I've  had  that  same  thought  about  you  in  the 
past  few  months  or  in  the  past  year." 

If  I  could  do  it  all  over  again,  I  would  beg 
those  people  to  say,  "Charlie,  have  you  consid- 
ered? What  are  the  possibilities?"  Or  I  wish  that 
they  would  have  at  least  shared  their  thinking 
and  their  talking  from  God,  because  He  works 
in  many  ways.  It  wasn't  just  with  me,  it  was 
with  other  people  directed  toward  me,  and  I  think 
that  perhaps  the  other  people  in  my  church  could 
have  helped. 


I  think  that  in  anything  that  we  do,  when 
we  are  concerned  about  God's  will  for  our  lives, 
there's  a  vision  involved.  And  there's  a  desire 
we  have,  a  desire  in  our  hearts  to  do  that  thing 
which  we  see.  Then  other  people  will  witness  to 
us  about  that.  There  will  be  two  or  three  people 
come  up  to  us  and  say  just  exactly  what  we  are 
thinking,  and  there's  no  way  they  could  have 
known  it  except  from  the  Lord. 


Dan  DeVeny  has  been  in  retail  management, 
most  recently  at  the  Carpenter's  Shop  in  Ashland. 
Dan  has  also  heard  and  answered  God's  call  and 
has  entered  the  seminary. 

And  then  there's  a  peace.  If  you  haven't  had 
God's  perfect  peace,  you  really  are  missing 
something,  because  when  you  are  involved  in  His 
work,  He  gives  you  that  peace,  and  it's  something 
you  just  can't  duplicate.  And  you  couldn't  buy 
it — there  wouldn't  be  enough  money  for  it — but 
it's  just  something  He  gives  to  you  when  you 
are  involved  in  doing  His  will. 

On  June  7  Dan  and  Charlie  will  complete  their 
first  year  of  seminary  training.  After  attending 
full  time  the  first  quarter,  both  men  found  it 
advisable  to  reduce  this  to  three-fourths  time  the 
next  two  quarters.  In  order  to  provide  for  the 
cost  of  their  training  and  to  support  their  fam- 
ilies, both  men  have  also  continued  to  work. 
Charlie  works  20  hours  at  WVNO  in  Mansfield 
and  is  a  part-time  instructor  in  the  radio  and 
TV  department  of  Ashland  College.  And  Dan 
continues  to  work  almost  40  hours  a  week  at 
the  Carpenter's  Shop.  Nevertheless,  their  pri- 
mary commitment  is  to  their  seminary  training 
and  to  preparing  themselves  for  Christian 
service. 

We  share  the  experiences  of  Charlie  and  Dan 
for  two  main  reasons.  First,  perhaps  there  are 
others  who  feel  that  God  may  be  calling  them 
to  Christian  service.  Perhaps  they  are  uncertain 
of  the  call.  The  experiences  which  Dan  and 
Charlie  went  through  may  help  them  to  sort  out 
their  own  experiences  and  to  hear  God's  call 
more  clearly. 

(continued  on  page  33) 
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Charlie  Beekley  asked  Brethren  pastors, 


"What  led  you  into  the  ministry?" 

Gene  Hollinger  (pastor,  Gratis,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church)  : 
I  believe  the  most  important  thing  was  the  example  I 
had  in  some  men  in  the  New  Lebanon  Brethren  Church 
and  their  emphasis  on  calling  men  to  the  ministry.  There 
were  three  of  us  who  heard  that  call  in  a  very  short  peri- 
od of  time.  .  .  .  My  actual  decision  was  made  at  camp. 

Paul  Tinkel  (pastor,  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana) :  I  would  say,  above  all  else, 
Christian  parents  who  very  definitely  had  a  concern  for 
their  children.  I'm  sure  much  prayer  went  into  the  future 
of  our  lives.  ...  I  would  say  my  family  was  probably 
98%  of  the  reason  I  entered  the  ministry. 

Jack  Oxenrider  (pastor,  Jefferson  Brethren  Church, 
Goshen,  Indiana) :  It  was  a  process  for  me  over  a  series 
of  years.  I  went  into  industry  after  high  school  and  was 
working  up  fairly  well.  But  I  saw  there  was  much  more 
I  could  do  that  would  be  helpful  to  people. 

Jim  Black  (pastor,  Milledgeville,  Illinois,  Brethren 
Church) :  It  sounds  like  an  oversimplification,  but  it's 
the  honest  truth :  I  really  felt  the  call  of  God  for  the  min- 
istry. It  came  within  one  year  after  I  was  converted  to 
Christianity.  And  I  felt  it  so  strongly  that  within  one  year 
I  had  resigned  my  job  and  had  made  arrangements  to 
come  to  Ashland  College  and  prepare  for  the  Christian 


ministry. 


George  Solomon  (pastor,  First  Brethren  Church,  Derby, 
Kansas)  :  The  first  time  I  came  to  Conference,  I  was 
given  a  very  definite  impression  there  was  a  tremendous 
need  for  men  to  enter  the  ministry  in  the  Brethren 
Church.  ...  It  just  continued  to  impress  me  until  I  was 
convinced  I  was  part  of  the  answer.  Also,  when  I  made 
my  commitment  known,  my  brother  Ken  said,  "I've  been 
praying  for  two  years  that  God  would  call  you  into  the 
ministry,  because  I  felt  that's  where  you  belonged." 


John  Byler  (pastor,  Trinity  Brethren  Church,  Canton, 
Ohio) :  Not  by  choice,  at  first.  My  dad  was  a  preacher 
and  I  figured  that  was  the  last  thing  I  would  ever  do.  So 
I  ran  pretty  hard  for  a  while — I  was  kind  of  a  Jonah. 
But  frankly,  I  knew  I  would  never  be  happy  in  anything 
but  some  phase  of  God's  work.  ...  I  have  to  recognize, 
too,  that  my  parents,  both  very  godly,  dedicated  Chris- 
tians, dedicated  me  to  some  phase  of  Christian  work  in 
my  early  childhood. 
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Duane  Dickson  (pastor,  Walcrest  Brethren  Church, 
Mansfield,  Ohio) :  It  was  a  feeling  or  an  urging  that  I 
had  over  a  period  of  time  and  through  many  sleepless 
nights.  I  went  forward,  asked  the  Lord  to  show  me  what 
to  do,  and  I  ended  up  in  Ashland.  .  .  .  My  interaction  with 
people  in  the  Tucson  church  also  had  a  great  influence. 


"What  is  your  greatest  joy 
in  the  ministry?" 

Paul  Tinkel:  I  would  say  my  greatest  joy  is  sitting 
back  and  seeing  what  God  has  accomplished  at  Fort 
Wayne.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  started  out  with  al- 
most nothing,  we  have  seen  the  Lord  do  what  we  almost 
deemed  impossible  (build  a  church  that  is  growing  and 
becoming  financially  sound). 

Jack  Oxenrider:  I  enjoy  working  with  people  on  an  in- 
dividual basis,  getting  into  the  Word  and  applying  it  in 
their  lives. 

Jim  Black:  I  believe  it  was  being  a  part  of  Ken  Sulli- 
van's ordination  to  the  ministry,  and  more  recently  seeing 
two  of  my  sons  begin  pre-seminary  training  ...  I  so 
firmly  believe  in  the  gospel  message.  Seeing  young  men 
and  women  enter  the  ministry  lets  me  know  that  long 
after  I'm  dead  and  gone,  if  the  Lord  tarries,  the  work 
will  continue.  I'll  know  I  have  some  spiritual  children. 

George  Solomon:  The  greatest  single  joy,  in  general, 
is  leading  people  to  Jesus  Christ.  One  man  in  particular, 
I  knew  for  two  years,  had  prayed  for  him  and  snared  with 
him.  We  played  golf  together  and  bowled  regularly.  He 
had  a  real  intellectual  barrier  about  the  gospel.  But  on 
that  Father's  Day  when  he  came  down  the  aisle,  I  believe 
the  church  was  as  deeply  moved  as  it  has  ever  been.  That 
was  the  single  most  exciting  moment,  although  I've  had 
many  like  it. 

John  Byler:  I  would  have  to  say  it  is  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  people  born  into  the  kingdom,  and  the  growth 
of  others  as  they  flourish  and  blossom  in  their  response 
to  the  Lord. 

Gene  Hollinger:  Seeing  a  person's  eyes  and  mind  light 
up  when  he  realizes  what  this  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  can 
do  for  him. 

Duane  Dickson:  I'd  say  my  greatest  single  joy  is  seeing 
someone  accept  Christ  and  become  actively  involved  in 
the  church.  .  .  .  And  then  seeing  them  going  out  and  win- 
ning others. 

June  1978  15 


ministerial  student  aid 


Ministerial  Student  Aid: 

A  Good  Investment? 


Joseph  Shultz  considers  the  benefits  gained  from  investing 
money  in  students  preparing  for  the  ministry. 


Ministerial 

The  latest  statistics  indicate  that  it  costs 
approximately  $26,000  a  year  to  keep  a 
social  criminal  imprisoned.  This  expenditure 
of  $26,000  simply  removes  the  person  from 
society.  It  does  not  bring  love,  reconciliation, 
help,  hope,  productive  living,  or  peace.  It  is 
all  negative. 

An  investment  of  $1500  a  year  under- 
writes the  education  of  a  seminary  student. 
This  $1500  teaches  the  student  how  to  con- 
duct Bible  classes,  how  to  counsel  people, 
how  to  preach  the  gospel,  how  to  educate 
other  workers  and  teachers,  and  how  to  live 
a  godly  life. 

This  $1500  is  positive.  It  educates  a  life 
which  is  not  only  valuable  of  itself,  but  one 
which  is  helpful  to  literally  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  other  people.  Ministers  are 
not  only  the  servants  of  the  Lord  in  the 
church.  They  are  also  a  definite  cohesive 
force  in  all  of  society. 

Student 

The  essence  of  the  Christian  faith  is 
discipleship — learning.  The  Christian  faith, 
of  all  religions,  is  a  teaching/learning  re- 
ligion. It  has  a  lifetime  textbook.  The  Lord 
called  disciples  and  spent  considerable  time 
teaching  them.  Therefore,  to  be  a  student  is 
at  the  heart  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz  is  Dean  of  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Under  his  leadership  the  seminary 
has   experienced  significant  growth. 


A  ministerial  student  must  learn  in  a  few 
years  all  of  the  doctrine,  history,  and  theo- 
logy of  the  faith  that  a  lay  person  has  many 
years  to  learn  and  comprehend.  Of  course, 
this  doesn't  mean  that  the  student  learns  it 
all,  but  he  at  least  must  have  enough  com- 
prehension of  the  Christian  faith  that  he 
can  be  a  teacher,  leader,  and  pastor. 

We  live  in  a  world  of  increasing  knowl- 
edge and  education,  and  the  church  and  the 
Christian  ministry  must  be  equally  educated 
in  order  to  reach  people  in  the  20th  cen- 
tury. But  even  more  important  than  gaining 
knowledge,  a  student  must  study  the  word 
and  know  the  Lord. 

Aid 

Student  days  are  very  busy  days.  The 
student  must  not  only  provide  a  living  for 
his  family,  he  must  also  keep  up  with  his 
studies.  Doing  both  is  almost  too  much,  and 
the  student  needs  some  financial  assistance. 
Inflation  is  particularly  difficult  for  the  stu- 
dent because  his  earning  power  is  only  part- 
time,  and  yet  his  living  costs  are  full-time. 

A  student  cannot  participate  in  a  regular 
job  with  increasing  income.  Therefore,  he 
needs  some  assistance.  No  student  gets  a 
free  ride.  However,  most  students  need  some 
financial  assistance  to  survive  through  the 
school  years. 

A  good  investment?  There  is  none  better. 
Graduates  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
are  serving  literally  around  the  world, 
bringing  salvation,  faith,  love,  hope,  and 
peace. 
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Developing  Our  Most  Valuable  Resource 

According    to    Arden    Gilmer,    ministerial    student    aid    is 
essential  to  the  development  of  the  church's  leadership. 


J'M  CONVINCED!  If  the  Brethren  Church 

is  to  have  a  vibrant  future,  the  crucial 
need  is  leaders! 

God  has  given  many  resources  to  His 
church.  But  without  leaders,  many  of  these 
resources  are  wasted  and  are  never  chan- 
neled into  the  purpose  and  mission  of  the 
church. 

The  Brethren  Church  not  only  needs 
more  leaders,  it  needs  deeply  committed, 
high  quality  leaders  who  will  honor  Christ 
exclusively  and  share  Him  unashamedly. 

The  Brethren  Church  should  be  starting 
twenty  new  churches  every  year.  But  high 
quality  pastoral  leadership  is  a  prerequisite. 
Without  it,  churches  cannot  be  planted 
successfully. 

Ministerial  Student  Aid  is  used  to  assist 
in  the  development  of  pastoral  leadership 
for  the  Brethren  Church. 

During  my  days  at  Ashland  College  and 
Theological  Seminary,  I  received  financial 
aid  from  the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund. 

Rev.  Arden  E.  Gilmer  is  the  national  Director 
of  Home  Missions  and  a  member  of  the  Minis- 
terial Student  Aid  Committee. 


Even  though  the  amounts  received  were 
small,  they  were  a  wonderful  help  in  meet- 
ing some  of  the  expenses  of  my  training  for 
leadership.  I  hope  that  the  Brethren  who 
gave  to  help  me  with  my  training  feel  that 
their  gifts  were  investments  in  the  future 
of  the  church. 

As  we  give  this  year,  we  are  investing  in 
the  process  of  developing  effective  leader- 
ship for  the  Brethren  Church. 

Personally,  I  would  be  horrified  if  just 
one  potential  "church  planter"  had  to  dis- 
continue his  training  because  of  limited 
finances.  In  the  long  run  the  cost  of  such 
a  loss  would  far  exceed  the  cost  of  helping 
him  to  finish  his  training  and  of  helping 
him  to  become  involved  in  planting  a  new 
Brethren  Church.  A  continuous  stream  of 
qualified  pastors  is  needed  to  supply  pas- 
toral leadership  for  all  Brethren  churches. 

The  amount  of  assistance  the  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Committee  can  give  is  directly 
related  to  the  gifts  received  from  you  and 
your  church.  Your  generous  gift  for  min- 
isterial student  aid  is  essential  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  most  precious  human  re- 
source of  the  church — leadership. 


June  1978 
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THE  INS  AND  OUTS 

of  Ministerial  Student  Aid 


Brad   Weidenhamer  reports  on 
Student  Aid  Fund. 

DURING  the  present  1977-78  school  year, 
the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Committee 
has  dispensed  more  funds  in  scholarships 
to  our  Brethren  seminary  and  pre-seminary 
students  than  we  dispensed  in  any  of  the 
previous  five  years. 

This  year  ten  different  pre-seminary  stu- 
dents received  grants  totaling  $6,450.00. 
Sixteen  seminary  students  received  grants 
totaling  $7,950.00.  An  additional  $772.10 
was  expended  in  loans  which  will  be  repaid 
to  the  fund.  Thus  we  disbursed  a  total  of 
$15,172.10  to  our  young  men  and  women 
this  year. 

The  highest  offering  we  have  received 
from  our  congregations  during  any  calendar 
year  since  1973  was  $11,869.04  in  1975. 
Last  year  our  offerings  from  our  churches 
totaled  $11,016.91.  As  you  can  see,  if  the 


the  financial  status  of  the 


demands  on  our  fund  continue  at  this  year's 
rate,  we  will  soon  deplete  the  small  amount 
of  reserve  funds  which  were  built  up  during 
the  years  when  there  were  not  as  many  stu- 
dents in  ministerial  preparation. 

So  far  in  1978  we  have  received  only 
$1682.83  in  offerings  from  our  churches. 
Last  year  by  this  time  we  had  received 
$2,965.65.  Needless  to  say,  we  pray  that  the 
Brethren  will  seriously  consider  a  generous 
gift  to  the  fund  this  year,  so  that  we  may 
continue  to  provide  significant  financial 
support  to  our  young  men  and  women 
whom  God  has  called  into  full-time  service 
for  Him. 

Please  make  your  contributions  payable 
to  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund,  c/o  Rev. 
Bradley  Weidenhamer,  631  Buena  Vista, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 


Brethren  students  preparing  for  Christian  service  thank  you 
for  sharing  in  their  preparation  through  the  Ministerial  Stu- 
dent Aid  Fund. 


Your  support  of  Ministerial  Student  Aid  says  two 
things  about  our  church.  First,  it  says  that  you  care 
about  the  future  of  our  denomination.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  future  success  of  our  church  is  dependent  upon  its 
leadership.  Your  support  of  Ministerial  Student  Aid 
makes  it  possible  for  those  men  called  to  the  Lord's  work 
to  adequately  prepare  for  future  service. 

Secondly,  your  support  shows  us  who  are  in  preparation 
that  you  really  care.  The  student  preparing  for  ministry 
needs  to  know  that  his  denomination  is  behind  him. 

May  God  bless  you  for  your  support  through  prayer 
and  the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund. 

— Ken  Hunn,  student 

Ashland   Theological  Seminary 
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memo  from 


Eugene  J.  Beekley 


Dear  Friends, 

We  praise  the  Lord  for  the  faithful  support  of 
many  Brethren  Churches  for  the  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund  this  past  year.  Because  of  this 
faithful  support  we  were  able  to  provide  much 
needed  financial  assistance  to  more  students  than 
ever  before. 

It  is  our  hope  that  more  of  our  Brethren  Youth 
will  make  commitments  to  serve  the  Lord  in 
Christian  service.  The  Recruiting  Committee  is 
making  efforts  to  recruit  more  youth  and  our 
committee  will  be  called  upon  for  some  of  their 
educational  support. 

Therefore,  with  limited  funds  for  the  next  school 
year,  we  need  your  prayers,  your  support  and  your 
cooperation  in  giving  the  members  of  your  church 
the  opportunity  to  help  save  a  life  somewhere 
in  the  world  through  future  Christian  servants. 

Because  He  Lives, 

(Signed)   Eugene  J.  Beekley,  Chairman 
Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund  Committee 


As  my  first  year  as  a  seminary  student  draws  to  a  close,  it  appears  that 
I  am  in  debt — not  in  terms  of  money,  but  in  terms  of  love  and  sup- 
port which  I  have  received  from  many  quarters.  Among  those  from  whom 
I  have  received  encouragement  is  the  Brethren  Church,  operating  through 
the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund. 

At  the  time  I  resigned  from  full-time  work,  my  financial  obligations 
were  almost  overwhelming.  Quite  honestly,  the  dollars  I  needed  to  pay  for 
my  seminary  training  were  going  to  be  hard  to  come  by.  Then,  in  October 
of  1977,  when  my  statement  from  Ashland  College  arrived  and  showed 
that  a  payment  from  the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund  had  significantly 
reduced  the  cost,  I  knew  that  I  was  going  to  make  it. 

We  still  have  some  rather  thin  months — most  of  them,  actually — but 
the  tuition  assistance  from  the  denomination  makes  it  all  possible,  and 
worthwhile.     Thanks. 

— -Charles  Beekley,  student 

Ashland   Theological  Seminary 


June  1978 
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Suffering  is  often  an  aid  to  spiritual  growth. 


Suffering  and  the  Will  of  God 


NOT  long  ago  the  parents  of  a  small  child 
in  the  U.S.  were  indicted  for  manslaugh- 
ter. In  faith  they  had  discontinued  giving 
insulin  to  their  diabetic  child.  It  seems  the 
child  had  been  pronounced  healed  by  a 
Christian  who  had  prayed  over  him,  so  the 
parents  thought  it  would  be  the  sin  of  un- 
belief to  continue  giving  insulin.  In  a  few 
days  the  child  was  dead. 

Christian  people  often  become  frustrated 
and  confused  in  times  of  serious  illness 
because  their  understanding  and  faith  are 
not  complete.  And  overzealous  Christians, 
claiming  special  revelation  from  God,  often 
add  to  the  confusion  by  stressing  healing 
in  the  hour  of  final  crisis. 

It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  many 
American  Christians  feel  that  a  comfortable 
life  is  a  sign  of  God's  approval.  Any  honest 
reading  of  the  New  Testament  will  show 
that  this  thought  is  in  error.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  Christians  make  their  most 
remarkable  spiritual  growth  during  periods 
of  stress  and  suffering,  not  in  times  of 
prosperity  or  good  health.  An  athletic  team 
does  better  if  it  has  been  subjected  to  hard 
self -discipline  and  practice.  A  Christian  who 
becomes  bitter  under  stress  is  like  the  ball 
player  who  quits  during  the  rigors  of  a  hard 
practice. 

Actually  all  diseases  can  be  placed  in  two 
classes:  (1)  organic  and  (2)  functional. 
Organic  diseases  are  those  in  which  the 
mind  or  will  has  no  part.  Functional 
diseases,  on  the  other  hand,  are  caused  by 
the  mind  or  emotions  of  the  patient.  I  have 
read  that  nearly  80%  of  all  hospitalized 
patients  suffer  from  functional  diseases. 
Ulcers,  headaches,  skin  problems,  tension, 
etc.,  are  most  often  the  direct  result  of 
functional  problems. 

It  appears  that  miracles  of  healing  most 


frequently  occur  in  the  realm  of  functional 
diseases.  Fewer  cases  are  documented  in 
the  realm  of  organic  diseases.  From  a  lay- 
man's viewpoint,  I  can  only  guess  why  this 
is  the  case.  Functional  diseases  relate  to 
the  mind  and/or  will  of  man.  Faulty  atti- 
tudes, emotional  stress,  sinful  living  all  con- 
tribute to  functional  disorder.  A  mind  filled 
with  jealousy,  envy,  greed,  bitterness,  etc., 
will  soon  affect  a  person's  physical  well- 
being.  Just  as  constant  overeating  will  make 
you  fat. 

As  I  understand  it,  God  wants  to  rid  us 
of  these  things.  A  person  who  becomes  a 
Christian  is  often  "relieved"  or  "healed," 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  functional  disorder. 
Once  the  mind  is  straightened  out  or  re- 
tuned,  the  picture  starts  coming  in  clearly, 
more  so  than  ever  before.  This  is  as  it 
should  be. 

But  let's  not  get  caught  up  in  the  fanat- 
ical aspects  of  this  thing.  All  physical 
healing  appears  to  be  a  secondary  thing 
with  God.  We  have  a  tendency,  and  it's  a 
bad  one,  to  want  it  to  be  primary.  Having 
faith  does  not  always  bring  physical  deliv- 
erance, as  some  would  have  us  believe.  A 
classic  example  is  the  Apostle  Paul's  "thorn 
in  the  flesh."  He  prayed  for  deliverance.  I 
understand  he  wanted  physical  deliverance. 
It  never  came  in  that  form.  It  did  come,  but 
it  was  in  the  realm  of  the  mind  or  spirit. 

When  the  doctor  says  we  have  cancer  or 
some  other  incurable  disease,  let  us  be  care- 
ful to  note  that  God  may  be  trying  to  talk 
to  us.  It  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  be  still 
and  listen.  Most  of  us  start  a  one  way 
conversation. 

For  some  reason,  unknown  to  me,  God 
has  chosen  to  best  reveal  Himself  through 
our  sufferings.  It  comes  out  well,  but  it's 
hard  going  through. 
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news   from   the   Brethren   Church 


Benevolent  Bd.  terminates  Ex.  Dir.  contract; 
will  maintain  board  office 


Ashland,  Ohio — At  its  May  9  meeting,  the  Benevo- 
lent Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  approved  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board's  Advisory  Com- 
mittee to  terminate  the  contract  of  Executive 
Director  Dorman  Ronk. 

The  Advisory  Committee  had  made  this  recom- 
mendation when  it  was  learned  that  the  admin- 
istrator of  Brethren  Care  of  Ashland  had  ended 
an  agreement  with  the  Benevolent  Board  for  the 
consultative  services  of  Mr.  Ronk. 

In  its  meeting,  the  Benevolent  Board  also 
approved  three  recommendations  from  Mr.  Ronk 
as  follows: 

(1)  To  continue  to  rent  space  in  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Co.  building  for  use  as  a  part-time 
office  in  order  to  continue  the  work  of  the  Board. 

(2)  To  retain  Mr.  Ronk  as  a  part-time  Executive 
Secretary  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  with  no 
salary. 

(3)  To  appoint  a  committee  to  re-evaluate  the 
purposes  and  policies  of  the  Benevolent  Board, 
and  to  bring  a  preliminary  report  to  the  Board 
meeting  at  General  Conference.  The  Board 
appointed  Rev.  Doc  Shank,  Mr.  George  Snyder, 
and  Rev.  Marlin  McCann,  chairman,  to  make  up 
this  committee. 

In  a  letter  to  Dorman  Ronk  written  after  the 
Board  meeting,  Rev.  Albert  O.  Curtright,  president 
of  the  Benevolent  Board,  expressed  the  Board's 
"deep  gratitude  and  appreciation"  to  Mr.  Ronk  for 
his  "years  of  service,  loyalty,  and  labor  of  love 
in  the  establishment  and  continuous  support  of 
the  retirement  homes  and  nursing  centers  of  the 
Brethren  Church." 

Rev.  Curtright  said,  "It  is  with  sincere  regret 
that  our  association  together  has  to  be  terminated. 
Your  enthusiasm  and  faithful  labor  has  been  a 
major  contributing  factor  in  the  establishing  of 
our  facilities,  and  we  can  only  say,  'Thank  you, 
Dorman.'  " 


Plans  for  Woodfield  Terrace 
being  revised 

Ashland,  Ohio — Plans  for  Woodfield  Terrace,  the 
retirement  housing  project  of  Brethren  Care,  Inc., 
of  Ashland,  are  being  revised.  Alternate  plans  of 
construction  are  being  considered  that  will  min- 
imize the  financial  risk. 

Brethren  Care  is  dedicated  to  providing  services 
to  the  elderly  desiring  housing  and  special  care 
at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  Brethren  Care  Trustees 
are  continuing  to  work  toward  achieving  this 
goal. 
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Dorman  Ronk 


Travel  subsidy  available 
for  General  Conference 

Bryan,  Ohio — This  year,  for  the  first  time,  a 
travel  subsidy  will  be  paid  to  some  of  the  dele- 
gates coming  to  General  Conference.  The  subsidy 
will  be  paid  only  to  those  driving  over  1500  miles 
round  trip,  and  will  cover  only  a  part  of  the 
mileage  expense. 

According  to  the  guidelines  governing  the  sub- 
sidy, a  subsidy  will  be  paid  to  the  owner/driver 
of  only  one  car  from  an  area,  unless  there  are 
too  many  delegates  for  one  car.  At  least  four 
delegates  must  come  per  car.  In  cases  where  there 
are  less  than  four  delegates  in  a  car,  the  subsidy 
will  be  paid  proportionately — three  delegates,  %th 
subsidy,  etc. 

The  subsidy  is  based  on  car  mileage  by  the  most 
direct  route.  Meals  and  lodging  are  at  delegates' 
expense. 

Travel  subsidy  application  forms  have  been 
mailed  to  pastors  or  moderators  of  churches 
eligible  for  the  subsidy.  Applications  must  be 
submitted  by  July  1  to  be  considered.  They  should 
be  sent  to  Rev.  Marlin  L.  McCann,  chairman  of 
the  General  Conference  Membership  Committee, 
Rt.   #4,  Co.  Rd.  C,  Bryan,  Ohio  43506. 
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The  new  addition  to  the  N. 
Manchester  church  building  includes 
classrooms,  an  office  for  the 
pastor,  and  a  large  fellowship  hall. 


North  Manchester  dedicates  new  addition 


North  Manchester,  Ind.  —  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Manchester  dedicated  a  new 
addition  to  the  church  building  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, May  7.  Approximately  250  people  were 
present  for  the  service. 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  professor  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  presented  the  sermon  of  dedica- 
tion. The  dedication  service  also  included  vocal 
solos  by  Mr.  Gary  Jackson,  special  music  by  the 
church  choir,  and  greetings  from  former  pastors, 
members,  and  friends  of  the  church. 

Following  the  dedication  service,  an  open  house 
was  held  in  the  new  building,  and  refreshments 
were  served  in  the  new  fellowship  hall. 


The  new  addition  to  the  church  building  pro- 
vides a  large  fellowship  hall,  more  classrooms  for 
an  expanding  Sunday  school,  a  new  office  for  the 
pastor,  workroom  space,  and  a  multipurpose  room 
which  will  house  the  church  library  and  double  as 
a  Sunday  school  classroom  and  a  meeting  room  for 
the  official  board,  the  trustees,  deacons,  etc.  A  new 
kitchen,  centrally  located  between  the  original 
building  and  the  new  fellowship  hall,  will  serve 
the  needs  of  Holy  Communion  services  as  well  as 
the  social  functions  of  the  church. 

Total  cost  of  the  building  was  approximately 
$200,000.  By  dedication  day  more  than  $76,000  had 
been  received  and  applied  toward  this  cost.  A 
thank  offering  of  over  $12,000  was  received  during 
the  dedication  service  and  was  applied  towards 
the  remaining  debt. 


A  beautiful  and  well-equipped  kitchen  is  centrally 
located  between  the  original  dining  area  and  the 
new  fellowship  hall. 


Walcrest  dedicates  new  parsonage 

Mansfield,  Ohio — The  members  and  friends  of  the 
Walcrest  Brethren  Church  joyfully  dedicated  their 
new  parsonage  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April  30.  An 
open  house  followed  the  dedication. 

Located  adjacent  to  the  church,  just  off  U.S.  30 
west  of  Mansfield,  the  new  parsonage  allows 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Duane  Dickson  to  reside  in  the 
center  of  their  church's  ministry  area.  They  form- 
erly lived  in  Mansfield,  eight  miles  from  the 
church. 

Participating  in  the  service  of  dedication  were 
Richard  Yarman,  moderator;  Alan  Sapp,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees;  and  Pastor  Dickson. 

"Bless  This  House"  was  sung  by  Dr.  Roy 
Johnson  at  the  conclusion  of  the  service. 
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Fort  Scott  Brethren  break  ground 
for  new  church  building 


Fort  Scott,  Kans. —  On  Sunday,  April  30,  the 
congregation  of  the  Fort  Scott  Brethren  Church 
broke  ground  for  a  new  church  building.  The 
building  will  be  located  at  1421  South  Margrave 
Street  in  Fort  Scott. 

After  the  morning  worship  service,  the  congre- 
gation proceeded  to  the  building  site.  Pastor  David 
Powell  spoke  about  the  purpose  of  the  new  build- 
ing, which  is  to  carry  out  Christ's  Great  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Vern  Cummings,  chairman  of  the  trustees, 
turned  the  first  shovel  of  dirt.  He  was  followed 
by  Clifford  Lyman,  moderator,  then,  in  turn,  by 
trustees  Jim  Eastwood,  Sr.,  Gail  Bishard,  Bobby 
Button,  and  Ralph  Barnum.  The  final  shovel  of 
dirt  was  turned  by  the  pastor. 

The  service  concluded  with  prayer  requesting 
the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  all  who  help  to 
build. 

The  new  church  building  will  measure  36  by 
90  feet,  and  will  include  a  sanctuary,  four  class- 
rooms, a  nursery,  and  an  office.  The  sanctuary 
will  measure  approximately  36  by  44  feet,  and 
will  have  a  seating  capacity  of  120. 

The  old  church  building  of  the  Fort  Scott  con- 
gregation has  been  sold  to  the  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Association  of  Bourbon  County,  Kans. 

Maurertown  Brethren  plan 
dedication  celebration 

Maurertown,  Va.  —  The  Maurertown  Brethren 
Church  will  dedicate  its  new  educational  unit,  the 
John  F.  Locke  Memorial  Unit,  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, July  2,  at  2:00. 

The  afternoon  program  will  feature  a  one  hour 
dedication  service,  with  Dr.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith, 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Ashland  College,  as  the 
speaker.  A  service  of  Celebration  in  Worship  and 
Praise  will  follow  the  dedication  program,  at  which 
time  the  Maurertown  Brethren  Church  choir  will 
sing  the  "Alleluia." 

A  full  week  of  special  services  is  scheduled 
prior  to  dedication  day.  During  this  week  the 
Maurertown  Brethren  will  celebrate  the  Lord's 
work  among  them.  The  services  are  scheduled  for 
each  evening  from  June  26  to  June  30,  with  guest 
speakers  bringing  the  messages. 

Scheduled  speakers  for  the  week  are:  Monday — 
Rev.  Arden  Gilmer,  Director  of  Home  Missions; 
Tuesday — Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Board;  Wednesday — Dr.  Joseph 
Shultz,  Vice  President  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary;  Thursday — Rev.  Smith  Rose,  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  Central  Council;  Friday — Dr. 
Frederick  Burkey,  Director  of  Christian  Education. 

(7/  construction  isn't  finished  by  July  2,  dedication 
will  be  July  23  and  special  services  July  17-21.) 


Members  of  the  Fort  Scott  Brethren  Church 
gathered  for  a  ground-breaking  service  for  a  new 
church   building  on  Sunday,   April  30. 


Brethren   encyclopedia    planned; 
will   feature    biographies 

A  group  of  historians  and  writers  from  five 
denominational  bodies  that  trace  their  origin  to 
Schwarzenau,  Germany,  is  planning  to  publish  a 
"Brethren  encyclopedia."  The  members  of  this 
group  come  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the 
Brethren  Church,  the  National  Fellowship  of 
(Grace)  Brethren  Churches,  the  Dunkard  Breth- 
ren, and  the  German  Baptist  Brethren. 

Planned  is  a  three  volume  encyclopedia  which 
will  provide  comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects 
of  Brethren  life,  belief,  practice,  and  history.  It 
will  contain  information  from  all  those  religious 
bodies  tracing  their  origin  to  the  Schwarzenau 
Brethren  of  1708. 

The  encyclopedia  is  to  be  written  in  "clearly 
understandable  style,  based  on  (the)  best  scholar- 
ship available,"  and  will  include  biographies  as 
one  of  its  most  important  features.  Publication  is 
scheduled  for  1983. 

An  organization  known  as  Brethren  Encyclo- 
pedia, Inc.,  has  been  formed  to  oversee  the  project 
and  to  receive  funds  for  its  support.  The  Board  of 
Directors  of  this  corporation  is  composed  of  one 
member  from  each  of  the  five  Brethren  bodies. 
Dr.  Joseph  Shultz  is  the  member  of  this  board 
from  the  Brethren  Church. 

Donald  F.  Durnbaugh,  professor  of  church  his- 
tory at  Bethany  Seminary  and  author  of  many 
books  on  Brethren  history,  has  been  appointed 
editor  of  the  encyclopedia.  He  will  be  assisted  by 
an  editorial  board  composed  of  one  member  from 
each  Brethren  body. 
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A  District  Launched 


Jean  Lersch  gives  a  report  of  the  first  district  conference 
of  the  new  Florida  District. 


Eighty-five  Brethren  from  Brandon,  Bradenton, 
St.  Petersburg,  Sarasota,  and  Town  and  Country, 
Florida,  gathered  at  2:00  p.m.  on  Sunday,  May  7, 
1978,  in  the  Bradenton  Brethren  Church  for  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Florida  District  Conference. 
Anticipation  crackled  throughout  the  sanctuary  as 
the  attendants  greeted  acquaintances  and  strangers 
alike.  The  Brethren  convened  to  emphasize  the 
biblical  theme  —  "Recognizing  and  Nurturing 
Gifts." 

During  the  first  hour  of  the  conference,  Keith 
and  Marjorie  Bennett  encouraged  the  attendants 
to  become  better  acquainted  by  leading  them  in 
activities  to  facilitate  friendship.  Then  Phil  Lersch, 
coordinator  pro  tern,  assisted  by  Bonnie  Munson, 
secretary,  called  the  business  meeting  to  order. 
Phil  led  the  group  in  singing  "We  Are  One  in  the 
Spirit,"  accompanied  on  a  guitar  by  Gene 
McConahay. 

Jean  and  Phil  Lersch  then  read  the  12th  chapter 
of  Romans,  underscoring  Paul's  message  to  the 
Brethren  in  this  chapter  by  illustrating  it  on  an 
overhead  projector.  Following  this  presentation 
of  God's  word,  the  prayer,  "Be  Thou  My  Vision," 
was  sung  by  Jean  Lersch.  The  congregation  then 
held  hands  and  prayed  silently  for  God's  direction. 

Previous  to  the  conference,  representatives  from 
each  of  the  Florida  churches  had  met  as  a  Task 
Force  six  different  times  in  order  to  set  the  sights 
of  the  district.  Serving  on  the  Task  Force  were 
the  following: 

Russell  Gordon,  Enos  Shrock,  Merle  Abe  (alter- 
nate) — Bradenton. 

Phil  Lersch,  Bonnie  Munson,  Jean  Lersch  ( alter- 
nate)— St.  Petersburg. 


Keith  and  Marjorie  Bennett — Brandon 
J.     D.     Hamel,    Eugene    Robbins,    Delia    Davis 
( alternate) — Sarasota 

Dale  RuLon,  Gene  McConahay,  Donna  RuLon 
(alternate) — Town     and  Country. 

In  addition  to  these  Task  Force  meetings,  two 
general  meetings  open  to  anyone  in  the  district 
churches  had  been  held.  These  meetings  provided 
time  for  all  Florida  Brethren  to  add  their  thoughts 
and  ideas  concerning  district  goals  and  organiza- 
tion. It  was  the  work  of  the  Task  Force,  then,  to 
shape  and  refine  these  goals  for  approval  at  the 
district  meeting. 

Evidence  of  careful  groundwork  and  planning 
at  both  the  general  meetings  and  the  Task  Force 
meetings  was  provided  by  the  way  their  proposals 
were  accepted  and  approved  by  the  Brethren 
attending  the  first  district  conference.  Motions 
prepared  and  presented  by  J.  D.  Hamel  to  set  the 
district  organization  in  operation  and  motions  by 
others  to  accept  the  written  statements  of  pur- 
pose of  specified  ministries  all  passed  unanimously. 
The  slate  of  officers  presented  by  the  Task 
Force  was  also  elected.  These  officers  are: 
Coordinator   (Moderator) — Phil  Lersch 

(St.  Petersburg) 
Coordinator-Elect — J.  D.  Hamel  (Sarasota) 
Secretary — Donna  RuLon    (Town  and  Country) 
Treasurer — Merle   Abe    (Bradenton) 
Members-at-Large — Keith   Bennett    (Brandon) 
Bonnie  Munson   (St.  Petersburg) 
Eugene  Robbins    (Sarasota) 
After  reading  the  proposed  and  verified  state- 
ments of  purpose,  Coordinator  Lersch  announced 
initial    meetings    of    the    "ministries    groups"    to 


The   Florida   District   Conference 

began   with   people  gathering  in   12 

"birthday  month"  groups  to  share 

personal  information  about  themselves. 
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brainstorm  more  on  possible  implementation  and 
priorities.  Following  these  meetings,  each  group's 
temporary  chairperson  reported  the  group's 
discussion. 

Dale  RuLon,  newly-elected  Florida  representative 
to  the  Ashland  College  and  Seminary  Board  of 
Trustees,  reported  highlights  from  the  spring 
meeting  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  Then  Smith  Rose, 
Executive  Secretary  of  Central  Council,  brought 
a  comprehensive  overview  of  denominational 
concerns. 

Just  before  the  evening  meal,  which  was  attend- 
ed by  120  people,  the  teenagers  present  met  with 
advisors  Tim  and  Janet  Solomon  to  elect  David 
Stone  from  Sarasota  their  representative  to  the 
National  Brethren  Youth  Council.  Susan  Lersch, 
St.   Petersburg,  was  elected  alternate. 

Russell  Gordon,  pastor  of  the  Bradenton  Church, 
was  the  host  for  the  evening  worship  service, 
which  was  attended  by  143  people.  Worship  lead- 


ers for  the  service  were  Janet  Hamel  Solomon, 
song  leader;  Mary  Louise  Robbins,  organist; 
Sherry  Gordon,  pianist;  Deborah  Michael,  vocalist; 
Smith  Rose,  devotional  leader;  and  James  Black 
(National  Moderator),   speaker. 

Elder  Black  commended  the  new  district  for 
the  excellent  spirit  evidenced  during  the  day. 
Basing  his  sermon  on  Romans  12,  he  encouraged 
the  use,  not  the  misuse,  of  spiritual  gifts.  He  urged 
the  Brethren  to  continue  to  recognize  Christ's 
lordship,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  each  of  us  is 
unique — potential  expressions  of  Christ's  love.  The 
National  Moderator's  closing  illustration  summed 
up  the  theme  of  the  day.  Comparing  Christians  to 
carpenter's  tools,  he  illustrated  the  importance  of 
different  gifts  in  the  Master's  hands.  In  answer 
to  Pastor  Black's  invitation  to  heed  the  call  to 
repentance  and  dedication  to  the  task,  50  people 
stepped  to  the  front  of  the  church  to  signify  their 
renewed  commitment  to  these  aims. 


Ch.  psychologist  addresses  Southwest  Conf.; 
Conference  approves  baptism  memorial 


Tucson,  Ariz. — The  Southwest  District  of  the 
Brethren  Church  held  its  conference  April  14  to 
16  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Tucson. 

Dr.  Douglas  Bol,  a  Christian  psychologist  with 
a  practice  in  Tucson,  was  the  main  speaker  for 
the  conference.  In  addition  to  his  practice,  Dr. 
Bol  also  has  a  radio  program,  "Psychology  in  the 
Bible,"  which  is  broadcast  all  over  the  U.S. 

Dr.  Bol  spoke  on  the  conference  theme,  "My 
Brother's  Keeper."  He  emphasized  that  Christ  sets 
Christians  free  from  their  selfishness,  enabling 
them  to  get  out  of  themselves  in  order  to  serve 
others.  He  also  said  that  Christians  are  blessed 
with  all  spiritual  blessings.  Only  our  unwillingness 
to  accept  God's  blessing  keeps  us  living  defeated 
lives. 

The  conference  program  also  included  greetings 
from  the  General  Conference  Moderator,  Rev. 
James  Black,  and  reports  on  the  work  of  the 
national  boards  of  the  Brethren  Church  by  Rev. 
Smith  Rose  and  Dr.  Frederick  Burkey. 

Business  sessions  for  the  conference  were  led 
by  the  Southwest  District  moderator,  Mr.  David 
Foreman.  A  total  of  57  delegates  attended,  repre- 
senting the  three  churches  in  the  Southwest  Dis- 
trict. Conference  business  included  reports  of  the 
treasurer,  the  statistician,  and  the  various  con- 
ference boards. 

The  conference  also  discussed  the  baptism 
memorial  presented  to  the  1977  General  Confer- 
ence, which  would  authorize  each  church  to 
decide  whether  or  not  to  accept  without  rebaptism 
members  that  have  been  previously  baptized  by 
believer's  immersion.  A  motion  was  made  and 
passed  "that  the  Southwestern  District  Conference 


go  on  record  as  approving  the  memorial  on  bap- 
tism and  urges  its  passage  by  the  General  Con- 
ference and  the  changing  of  the  Manual  of  Pro- 
cedure to  conform  to  it." 

Rev.  William  Curtis  gave  a  report  to  the  con- 
ference of  the  work  at  Northwest  Chapel,  the  new 
Brethren  church  in  Tucson.  The  work  is  pro- 
gressing well,  with  attendance  running  in  the 
sixties.  The  congregation  has  voted  to  begin  con- 
struction of  its  first  building  as  soon  as  financing 
can  be  arranged. 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Southwest  District 
for  1978-79  are:  moderator,  Robert  Rhodes;  vice 
moderator,  Clarence  Stogsdill;  secretary,  Betty 
Price;  assistant  secretary,  Freida  Lawson;  treas- 
urer, Marjorie  Berkshire;  assistant  treasurer,  Jim 
Fisher;  statistician,  Doris  Stogsdill;  and  assistant 
statistician,  Ruth  Hill. 

Thirty  youth  were  also  present  for  the  confer- 
ence. They  attended  the  evening  sessions  and  a 
seminar  led  by  Fred  Burkey  on  how  to  be  effec- 
tive camp  counselors.  They  also  enjoyed  volleyball 
and  indoor  games,  and  made  a  visit  to  the  Arizona 
Sonora  Desert  Museum. 

At  the  Saturday  evening  session  of  the  confer- 
ence, Scott  McKinney  and  Roger  Stogsdill  of  the 
Tucson  Brethren  Church  sang  "My  Brother's 
Keeper,"  a  song  they  had  written  especially  for 
the  conference. 

Dr.  Fred  Burkey  spoke  at  the  Sunday  morning 
conference  worship  service,  and  the  conference 
concluded  with  a  carry-in  dinner. 

The  next  Southwest  District  Conference  will  be 
held  on  April  20-22,  1979,  at  Northwest  Chapel  in 
Tucson. 


June  1978 


25 


update 


■ 


ik 


Left  column  (top  to 
bottom): 
Bob  Dillard 
Rex  McConahay 
Leroy  Solomon 
Don  Snell 


Right  column  (top  to 
bottom): 
Mike  Gleason 
Terry  Lodico 
Roger  Simmons 


Seven  Brethren  to  receive 
seminary  degrees 

Ashland,  Ohio — Seven  Brethren  seminary  students 
are  among  the  54  graduates  who  will  receive  their 
degrees  from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  this 
month.  Graduation  exercises  will  be  held  June  10 
in  the  Ronk  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  seminary 
campus. 

Speaker  for  the  service  will  be  Paul  S.  Kaiser, 
National  Commander  for  the  Salvation  Army.  Mr. 
Kaiser  will  speak  on  the  subject,  "The  Church: 
Mission — Ministry — Message."  Mr.  Kaiser  will  also 
receive  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  seminary  during  the  graduation  program. 

Following  are  the  seven  Brethren  students 
included  in  this  year's  graduating  class. 

Robert  D.  Dillard,  Jr.,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Dillard  of  Sarasota,  Fla.  Bob  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Florida  State 
University  and  is  receiving  the  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  (ATS). 
During  his  time  in  Ashland,  Bob  served  one  year 
as  pastor  of  the  Williamstown  Brethren  Church. 

After  graduation,  Bob  and  his  wife,  Juanita,  will 
be  returning  to  Sarasota,  where  Bob  will  become 
the  assistant  pastor  of  the  Sarasota  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Michael  F.  Gleason  is  from  Pittsford,  New  York. 
He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Gleason. 
Michael  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Ashland  College  and  will  receive  the  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  the  seminary.  During  the 
past  two  years  Mike  has  worked  part  time  with 
the  Ashland  College  Campus  Ministry. 

Mike  is  married,  and  his  wife,  Shelia,  graduated 
from  Ashland  College  in  May.  Mike  and  Shelia 
have  a  daughter,  Hannah,  born  this  past  February. 

Following  graduation,  Mike  will  become  Min- 
ister of  Christian  Education  and  Family  Life  of 
the  Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church  in  Indiana. 

Terry  L.  Lodico  is  from  Jamestown,  New  York, 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Lodico.  Terry's 
wife's  name  is  Sandra. 

Terry  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Ashland  College,  and  he  is  receiving  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  ATS.  While  in  seminary 
Terry  served  in  a  summer  ministry  in  Burlington, 
Ind.,  and  worked  two  years  as  youth  minister  at 
the  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 

Terry  plans  to  continue  his  work  at  Smithville 
and  to  take  further  study  in  the  counseling  pro- 
gram of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

Rex  W.  MeConahay  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  McConahay  of  Smithville,  Ohio.  Rex  re- 
ceived a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Ashland 
College  and  is  receiving  a  Master  of  Divinity  de- 
gree from  ATS. 

Rex  interrupted  his  seminary  education  to  serve 
two  years  as  pastor  of  the  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren 
Church.  Following  graduation  he  will  move  to 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  where  he  will  become  assistant 
pastor  of  the  Nappanee  First  Brethren  Church. 
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Rex  is  married,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Barbara, 
have  two  sons,  Aaron  aged  5  and  Eric  aged  4. 

Roger  N.  Simmons  is  from  Goshen,  Ind.,  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  B.  Simmons.  Roger 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Asbury 
College  and  is  receiving  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  with  a  major  in  pastoral  psychology  and 
counseling  from  ATS. 

While  in  seminary  Roger  spent  one  summer  as 
minister  of  the  Chandon  Brethren  Church  in 
Herndon,  Va. 

Roger  is  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  after  grad- 
uation. He  will  move  to  Cerro  Gordo  with  his 
wife,  Donna,  and  son,  Daniel  Roger,  born  in 
March  1978. 

Donald  G.  Snell  is  originally  from  Elkhart,  Ind. 
His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  F.  Snell,  Jr., 
now  live  in  Lansing,  111.  Don  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
have  four  children,  Eric  (8y2),  Matthew  (7), 
Rachelle   (4y2),  and  Sarah   (1). 

Don  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
from  Manchester  College  in  Indiana.  Following 
college,  he  worked  three  years  with  Campus  Cru- 
sade for  Christ  in  California.  While  in  seminary 
in  Ashland,  he  served  for  two  years  with  the 
Ashland  College  Campus  Ministry.  Don  is  receiving 
the  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  the  seminary. 

Following  graduation,  Don  will  become  pastor 
of  the  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  Brethren  Church. 

Leroy  A.  Solomon  is  from  Ashland,  Ohio.  He 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Solomon,  now 
of  Derby,  Kansas.  Leroy  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Ashland  College  and  is  receiving 
the  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  ATS.  His  wife, 
Catherine  Jane,  is  also  a  graduate  of  Ashland 
College. 

While  in  seminary  Leroy  served  two  years  as 
youth  minister  of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
in  Ashland.  During  the  past  year  he  has  served 
as  pastor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  near 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  He  will  continue  to  pastor 
the  Gretna  Church  following  graduation. 


Elton  Whitted  given  honorary  degree 

Ashland,  Ohio — Elton  E.  Whitted,  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  Church,  was  presented  an 
honorary  degree  by  Ashland  College  at  com- 
mencement exercises  May  21.  Mr.  Whitted  was 
awarded  the  Doctor  of  Laws  degree,  the  highest 
honorary   degree   given   at   the   commencement. 

Mr.  Whitted  is  a  1936  graduate  of  Ashland 
College.  In  1966  he  was  the  recipient  of  AC's  out- 
standing alumni  award. 

Since  1955  Whitted  has  been  a  representative 
to  the  AC  Board  of  Trustees  from  the  Ohio  Dis- 
trict. He  is  also  chairman  of  the  trustees,  a  posi- 
tion he  has  held  since  1974. 

A  member  and  deacon  of  the  Ashland  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church,  Whitted  has  served  in 
numerous  positions  on  the  local,  district,  and 
national  levels  of  the  church.  From  1966  to  1974 


he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Co.,  and  from  1967  to  1972 
he  served  as  president  of  this  board. 

Mr.  Whitted  is  employed  as  purchasing  agent 
of  the  Faultless  Rubber  Co.  of  Ashland. 

Dr.  Milton  P.  Puterbaugh,  professor  emeritus 
of  chemistry  of  Ashland  College  and  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church, 
presented  the  honorary  degree  to  Mr.  Whitted. 
Mr.  Whitted  was  commended  for  his  many  years 
of  active  service  to  the  Brethren  Church,  the  Ash- 
land community,  and  Ashland  College. 


SMM  Scholarship 

I    would    like    to    receive    an    application    for   the    1978 
SMM    Scholarship. 


My  name   is: 

address 

city,  state,  zip 

My  SMM   Patroness   is: 

address 

city,  state,  zip 
My  pastor   is: 

address 

city,  state,  zip 

My    high    school    guidance   counselor   is: 

school   address 

city,  state,  zip 

Return  this  form  to: 

Miss   Becky  Hamilton 
6621   St.   Rt.   35 
West  Alexandria,   Ohio     45381 
Be   sure   to   include   all   information. 


June  1978 


27 


update 


,;.    ........      .;:     :■  .     .;::.;;:.. 


«^SP^iv 


Peter  Roussaki 


Jeff  Oesch 


Peter  Roussaki  ordained 

Ashland,  Ohio — A  service  ordaining  Peter  E. 
Roussaki  into  the  Christian  ministry  was  held  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  April  23,  1978.  The  service  was 
conducted  in  the  Ronk  Memorial  Chapel  of  the 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

Rev.  Roussaki  is  currently  serving  as  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shelby, 
Ohio.  He  is  also  a  student  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  Vice  President  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  presented  the  ordination 
sermon.  Other  ministers  participating  in  the  ser- 
vice were  Rev.  Eugene  Beekley,  Dr.  Jerry  Flora, 
and  Rev.  Smith  Rose.  The  statement  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Ashland  calling  for  the 
ordination  of  Peter  Roussaki  was  read  by  Mr. 
Charles  Beekley,  church  moderator. 

The  ordination  service  was  preceded  by  a  service 
of  worship  in  song.  With  the  exception  of  the 
congregational  singing,  all  the  parts  of  this  service 
of  worship — the  call  to  worship,  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  lessons,  the  prayers,  and  the  bene- 
diction— were  presented  as  vocal  solos  by  Mr. 
Roussaki.  He  was  accompanied  on  the  piano  by 
Mrs.  Vera  Thauvette,  organist  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Shelby,  and  on  the  flute  by 
Miss  Amy  Cale,  a  student  at  Shelby  Senior  High 
School. 

Peter  E.  Roussaki  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
on  October  16,  1946.  He  holds  Bachelor  of  Science 
and  Master  of  Science  degrees  from  Southern 
Connecticut  State  College,  and  the  Master  of 
Church  Music  degree  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He  has  taken  additional 
study  at  Ohio  University  and,  as  previously  men- 
tioned, is  currently  a  student  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Mr.  Roussaki  has  served  as  a  minister  of  edu- 
cation and  a  minister  of  music  in  churches  in 
Connecticut,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio. 

Peter  is  married  to  the  former  Phyllis  Ann 
Berkshire.  They  have  two  sons,  Alex  and  Aaron. 


Jeff  Oesch  becomes  Brethren  elder 

Kokomo,  Ind. — Jeff  Oesch  was  ordained  into  the 
gospel  ministry  of  the  Brethren  Church  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  9,  1978. 

The  service  was  held  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  where  Rev.  Oesch  has 
been  serving  as  pastor. 

Rev.  St.  Clair  Benshoff  presented  the  ordination 
sermon,  and  Rev.  Rodney  Thomas,  Rev.  Stephen 
Cole,  and  Rev.  Albert  Curtright  conducted  the 
laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer  for  the  new  elder 
and  the  consecration  of  Mrs.  Oesch  as  the  wife  of 
an  elder.  The  action  of  the  Kokomo  Church  calling 
for  the  ordination  of  Jeff  Oesch  was  read  by  Mr. 
Richard  Reed,  the  church  moderator. 

Special  music  for  the  service  was  provided  by 
Eileen  and  Scharna  Hayes,  Richard  and  Rosida 
Reed,  Rev.  Rodney  and  Barbara  Thomas,  and 
Ramona  Jones. 

Jeff  Oesch  is  the  son  of  John  and  Eleanor  Oesch 
and  was  born  January  30,  1951,  at  Corry,  Pa.  He 
was  brought  up  in  the  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance  Church.  During  his  early  teens  Jeff  be- 
came a  Christian,  and  in  his  high  school  years 
he  decided  to  give  his  life  to  serve  Jesus  Christ. 

Jeff  attended  Corry  Area  High  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1968.  He 
then  went  to  Toccoa  Falls  Bible  College  in 
Georgia,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  on 
May  6,  1972. 

Following  his  graduation  from  college,  Jeff 
worked  in  house  construction  for  a  few  years. 
During  this  time  he  and  Rodney  Thomas  shared 
testimonies  and  ambitions.  It  was  through  Rodney 
that  Jeff  became  acquainted  with  the  Brethren 
Church. 

God  seemed  to  close  all  the  doors  for  Jeff  into 
the  Alliance  Church  and  to  open  the  door  into  the 
Brethren  Church.  So  when  the  Kokomo  First 
Brethren  Church  called  him  to  be  their  pastor  in 
October  1976,   Jeff  accepted. 

While  in  college,  Jeff  met  Ruth  Gerry,  and  Jeff 
and  Ruth  were  married  in  Albany,  New  York,  on 
May  26,  1972.  They  now  have  a  son,  Jeffrey,  who 
is  four  years  old. 


Urgent! 


The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  is 
again  in  need  of  clean-up  rags  for  the 
printing   department. 

Material  that  is  absorbant  and  lint-free 
is  most  suitable.  Wools,  silks,  and  knits 
are  not  generally  useable. 

We  appreciate  your  help.  Using  scrap 
rags  helps  us  keep  down  production  costs 
for  church   publications. 
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Dr.    Graffam   holding   child   whose      f 
face  was  marred  with  tribal  markings 

in   Upper  Volta. 


^ 


Dr.  Everett  S.  Graffam  resigns 
as  World  Relief  head 


After  11  years  of  knowledgeable  management 
and  energetic  service,  Dr.  Everett  Graffam  is 
resigning  as  Executive  Vice-President  of  the  World 
Relief  Commission — effective  on  June  30th.  His 
replacement  is  Mr.  Jerry  Ballard  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Through  Dr.  Graffam,  WBC  has  offered  the 
Brethren  Church  countless  resources,  news  re- 
leases and  pictures,  counsel,  and  a  channel  to  ex- 
press our  desire  to  relieve  suffering  and  provide 
aid  in  the  name  of  Christ  in  over  20  countries  of 
the  world. 

Returning  from  Upper  Volta  (Africa)  last  fall, 
Everett  reported: 

"There  is  certainly  a  lot  of  unrelieved  suffering 
there.  We  met  a  very  attractive,  young  Christian 
family.  While  the  parents  of  their  jhree  beautiful 
children  were  working  in  the  field,  one  of  the  grand- 
mothers, a  Muslim,   was  so  angry  about  their  con- 


Clinic  completed  in  Haiti 

The  World  Relief  Commission  has  cooperated 
with  the  Council  of  Evangelical  Churches  of 
Haiti  (CEEH)  to  construct  and  equip  a  sorely 
needed  new  Clinic.  (Mention  of  the  start  of  this 
project  was  made  in  the  April  Evangelist.) 

In  March  it  was  dedicated  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Oswald  J.  Smith,  noted  World  Missionary  Leader 
from  Canada.  His  son,  Dr.  Paul  Smith,  pastor  of 
Toronto's  People's  Church,  was  present — for  that 
church  and  WRC  of  Canada  were  major  donors 
of  the  funds  needed  for  construction.  Dr.  Claude 
Noel,  a  Haitian,  is  the  leader  of  CEEH. 


version  that  she  slashed  the  face  of  the  beautiful 
6-year-old  daughter  to  put  Muslim  tribal  markings 
on  her  face.  The  cuts  became  infected,  and  the 
trauma  of  the  experience  has  stunted  the  child's 
growth  and  her  mind  is  a  blank  {literally).  In  the 
midst  of  the  parental  agony  they  were  radiant  in  their 
love  for  Christ  and  had  a  desire  to  win  the  one,  who 
did  this  grievous  thing,   to  the  Lord." 

Everett's  heart  has  been  broken  many  times,  and 
we  thank  him  for  sharing  his  hurt  with  us  so  that 
we  might  respond. 


vSftM 


Dr.  Graffam  (right)  and  Brother  Daniel,  an 
Assembly  of  God  superintendent,  examine  a  parched 
lake  bottom  in  Upper  Volta  (Africa).  The  lake  is 
usually  full  of  water  at  this  time  of  year. 
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Bits   "n   Pieces 

Special  recognition  was  given  to  Mrs.  Elsie  Rose 
at  the  first  Florida  District  Conference  for  her 
attendance  at  all  of  the  conference.  Mrs.  Rose, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church,  is  95  years  old. 

Weddings 

Kristi  Baker  to  Jon  Butterbaug-h,  April  22,  at 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church; 
Woodrow  Immel,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  mem- 
ber of  North  Manchester  First  Brethren  Church. 
Bonnie  Marie  Buck  to  Rick  Allen  Coffman,  April 
15,  at  Ardmore,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Brian 
H.  Moore,  pastor,  officiating.  Members  of  Ard- 
more First  Brethren  Church. 

Vivian  L.  Blacksten  to  Steve  R.  Yingling-,  March 
25,  at  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren  Church;  Robert 
Young,  pastor,  officiating. 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clarence  Mulhorn,  50th,  June  18. 
Members  of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church, 
Vandergrift,  Pa. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Hartman,  60th,  March  30.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  Hanna,  65th,  March  19.  Members 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Kokomo,  Ind. 


BEFORE  YOU  MOVE 

. . .  please  let  us  know. 

1.    Give  old  address: 


Name 

Address 

City                                             State 
2.    Fill  in  new  address  below: 

Zip 

Name 

Address 

City                                             State 

Zip 

Date  new  address  in  effect 

3.    Mail  this  form  to: 

Address  Correction 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH     44805 


Rev.    Frank    Gehman    dies 

Manteca,  Calif. — Rev.  Frank  Gehman,  a  former 
Brethren  pastor,  passed  from  this  life  on  May  1. 
Rev.  Gehman  was  73. 

Rev.  Gehman  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a 
graduate  of  Ashland  College.  He  pastored  Brethren 
churches  in  Uniontown  and  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  and 
the  Osceola  and  Ardmore  Brethren  Churches  in 
Indiana.  He  also  served  in  Krypton,  Ky. 

In  1940  Rev.  Gehman  moved  to  Stockton,  Calif., 
where  he  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  Stockton 
Brethren  Church.  He  left  the  Stockton  Church  and 
the  Brethren  denomination  in  1943  to  serve,  first, 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  and,  later,  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  continued  to  live  in  the  Stockton/ 
Manteca  area,  however,  and  recently  he  returned 
to  speak  at  the  Stockton  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Gehman  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  eight 
children. 

In  Memory 

-lames  R.  Grossnickle,  54,  May  2.  Member  of  the 

North    Manchester,    Ind.,    First   Brethren    Church. 

Services  by  Woodrow  Immel,   pastor. 

Minnie  Holsinger,  91,  May  2.  Member  of  the  Oak- 

ville,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Wes  Ellis, 

pastor. 

Mrs.  Dollie  Armey,  87,  May  1.  Member  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Rev.  Paul  Borg. 

Lueile  Humphrey,  68,  April  24.  Member  for  nearly 
50  years  of  the  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Donald  E.  Rowser,  pastor,  and 
Charles  Wiltrout,  assistant  pastor. 
Lena  M.  Strait,  64,  April  24.  Member  and  deacon- 
ess of  the  Quiet  Dell  Brethren  Church,  Green 
County,  Pa.  Services  by  Cecil  Bolton,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Freda  C.  Gardner,  84,  April  19.  Member  of 
the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church,  Pineville,  Va.  Ser- 
vices by  Stephen  Abe,  pastor. 

Elmer  E.  Biltz,  68,  April  17.  Member  and  deacon 
of  the  Dutchtown  Brethren  Church  near  Warsaw, 
Ind.  Services  by  James  Sluss,  pastor. 
Emmert  R.  Wilson,  82,  April  14.  Member  and  mod- 
erator for  42  years  of  the  Sergeantsville,  N.J., 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Mrs.  Ida  Imbody,  88,  April  10.  Member  of  the  New 
Paris,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Robert  P.   Bischof,   pastor. 

Edna  P.  Schrader,  83,  January  23.  Member  of  the 
North  Liberty,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Randy  Best,   pastor. 

Membership  Growth 

North  Manchester:     5  by  baptism,  2  by  letter 

Ardmore:     5  by  baptism 

Linwood:     2  by  baptism 

Sarasota:     5  by  baptism,  5  by  letter 
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Encouragement  for  Weak  Believers 

When   There   Is   No   Miracle   by    Robert   L.   Wise 
(Regal,  1977,  176  pp.,  $2.95  paperback). 

Miracles  seem  so  common  to  some  people,  while 
other  people  feel  terrible  guilt  because  their 
prayers  are  not  answered.  Loved  ones  die  or  some 
other  tragedy  comes,  and  we  feel  God  has  deserted 
us.  But  this  book  gives  comforting  and  encourag- 
ing words  to  help  us  weak  believers  walk  by  faith 
through  trouble  and  trauma. 

As  Rosaling  Rinker  writes  in  the  foreword, 
"We  can  exchange  our  tired  old  questions:  'Why 
did  this  happen  to  me?'  for  'What  can  this  mean? 
How  will  God  use  this?'  " 

Dr.  Wise  wrote  this  book  for  people  who  hurt. 
In  writing  it,  he  drew  on  his  background  in  social 
work,  his  theological  training,  and  his  many  years 
of  experience  in  the  pastorate. 

"Sooner  or  later,"  says  Dr.  Wise,  "every  one  of 
us  will  find  the  fabric  of  our  lives  torn  and  violent- 
ly ripped.  As  the  frayed  edges  stand  exposed  our 
whole  being  may  feel  naked  and  annihilated. 
Nevertheless,  we  can  rest  with  a  new  found  con- 
fidence. The  Master  Weaver  will  not  only  mend 
the  tear  but  He  will  re-weave  the  fabric  into  an 
even  more  meaningful  design.  What  He  did  not 
will,  He  uses  anyway.  Through  the  mysteriousness 
of  life,  He  is  at  work  bringing  order  to  confusion 
and  strength  to  weakness." 

This  book  provides  so  many  ideas  for  counseling 
that  it  should  be  read  by  ministers.  It  could  also 
serve  as  a  guide  for  group  or  class  discussion, 
since  there  are  questions  at  the  end  of  each 
chapter. 

— Julie  Flora 

Julie  Flora  is  an  Ashland,  Ohio,  housewife  and 
a  frequent  hook   reviewer. 


Inspiration  for  Every  Christian 

Shiokari  Pass  by  Ayako  Miura  (Revell,  1976,  272 
pp.,  $5.95  hardback,  $3.95  paperback). 

Shiokari  Pass  was  originally  written  in  Japanese 
and  has  been  translated  into  English  by  Bill  and 
Sheila  Fearnehough.  The  story  is  based  on  the  life 
of  Masao  Nagano,  a  man  who  is  still  revered  in 
Japan  more  than  sixty  years  after  his  untimely 
death. 

The  story  centers  on  Nobuo  Nagano,  a  young 
man  growing  up  in  a  Buddhist-Shinto  society 
which  is  intolerant  of  Christians.  He  eventually 
overcomes  his  own  prejudices  and  becomes  a 
Christian.  His  methods  of  witnessing  to  his  fellow 


workers   and   his    heroic   death   should   be   an   in- 
spiration to  each  of  us. 

This  book  is  well-written  in  a  simplistic,  typically 
Japanese  manner.  Because  of  its  Japanese  back- 
ground, however,  parts  of  it  are  difficult  for 
Americans  to  relate  to. 

Shiokari  Pass  would  be  enjoyed  by  those  who 
are  interested  in  other  cultures.  It  would  also  be 
a  valuable  book  for  those  who  feel  at  times  that 
they  are  being  persecuted  for  their  Christianity 
or  those  who  need  ideas  on  how  to  witness  to  their 
faith  in  an  alien  world. 

Ayako  Miura  is  one  of  Japan's  leading  authors. 
Her  books  and  short  stories  have  found  an  appre- 
ciative audience  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

If  you  are  interested  in  some  light  reading  with 
a   Christian   emphasis,   read  Shiokari   Pass. 

—Ellen  Clough 

Ellen  Clough  is  a  homemaker  and  pastor's  wife 
living  near  Bridgewater,   Va. 

Bible    Stories   for  All   Ages 

The  Story  Bible  by  Pearl  S.  Buck  (Tyndale,  1976, 
526  pp.,  $7.95  hardback). 

The  Story  Bible  is  just  that — Bible  stories  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  retold.  It  includes 
such  highlights  as  The  Creation  of  the  World,  The 
Tower  of  Babel,  God's  Promise  to  Abram,  The 
Ten  Commandments,  The  Story  of  Ruth,  The 
Story  of  Jonah,  The  Birth  of  Jesus,  John  the  Bap- 
tist, Sermon  on  the  Mount,  The  Way  to  the  Cross, 
and  He  is  Risen!  just  to  mention  a  few. 

The  stories  appear  in  the  same  order  as  they 
appear  in  the  Bible.  Because  they  have  been  re- 
written in  today's  language,  they  gave  me  some 
new  insights  that  I  had  never  before  considered. 

The  Story  Bible  is  geared  for  all  ages.  Everyone 
will  find  stories  which  speak  to  his  lifestyle  and 
situation.  Children  will  be  able  to  discover  Bible 
truths,  and  adults  will  be  delighted  to  see  the 
Bible  revealed  in  a  new  way.  I  would  encourage 
families  to  share  this  book  in  their  devotional 
time  as  a  change  of  pace. 

One  particular  way  I  enjoyed  the  Old  Testament 
stories  was  the  clearer  picture  they  gave  me  of 
the  genealogy  and  heritage  of  Jesus.  I  also  found 
it  interesting  to  compare  the  stories  in  this  book 
with  other  translations. 

A  note  about  the  author:  Miss  Pearl  Buck  is 
noted  for  her  famous  novels.  She  is  a  Nobel  and 
Pulitzer  Prize  winner. 

— Donna  Simmons 

Donna  Simmons  is  a  new  mother  and  the  wife 
of  the  new  pastor  of  the  Cerro  Gordo,  III.,  Brethren 
Church. 
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Hssaonaries  of  the  Bible 


We  Are  Not  Gods 


The    people   thought    Paul   and    Barnabas   were   gods   when 
these  two  missionaries  healed  a  crippled  man. 


Barnabas  was  from  the  island  of  Cyprus.  He 
had  come  to  Jerusalem.  He  heard  Peter  preach. 
He  talked  with  the  apostles.  "I  want  to  be  a  fol- 
lower of  Jesus,  too,"  he  said. 

Barnabas  had  some  land  which  he  sold.  He 
brought  the  money  to  the  apostles.  "I  have  sold 
all  my  land,"  he  said.  "Here  is  the  money  I  got 
for  it.  Take  it  and  use  it.  I  want  to  be  part  of 
your  group.  I  want  to  help  others  learn  of  Jesus." 

Soon  news  reached  Jerusalem  that  people  who 
were  not  Jews  had  heard  of  Jesus  and  accepted 
Him  as  their  Savior.  There  was  a  large  group  of 
these  people  at  Antioch. 

"We  should  send  someone  to  Antioch,"  decided 
the  apostles.  "Someone  should  go  who  can  preach 
to  them  and  help  them  understand  the  Scriptures 
better." 

They  prayed  to  God.  "Whom  shall  we  send?" 
they  asked. 

After  praying,  they  knew  God  wanted  Barnabas 
to  go.  So  Barnabas  went  to  Antioch.  He  taught 
the  people  about  God  and  about  His  Son,  Jesus. 
Many  people  believed  the  message  Barnabas 
shared  with  them.  They  were  baptized  and  became 
part  of  the  church. 

After  a  few  months  Barnabas  thought,  "I  need 
help  to  tell  all  these  people  of  Jesus.  I  will  go  to 
Tarsus  and  get  Paul.  He  will  be  a  good  helper." 


Readiness  Activities 

1.  Have  sheets  of  white  paper  ready  on  which 
you  have  printed  with  a  white  crayon  this 
month's  memory  verse.  As  the  children  paint 
the  paper  with  a  very  thin  paint,  the  verse 
will  appear. 

2.  Have  the  children  list  ways  they  can  help 
others  know  about  Jesus. 


Soon  Barnabas  and  Paul  returned  to  Antioch. 
They  stayed  for  a  whole  year  teaching  the  new 
Christians.  Then  Barnabas  and  Paul  traveled  to 
many  other  cities  to  tell  the  people  of  Jesus. 

In  one  city,  as  they  were  preaching,  they  noticed 
a  crippled  man.  They  knew  he  had  faith  in  God. 
Paul  said  to  him,  "Stand  up!"  The  man  stood  up 
and  began  to  walk. 

The  people  were  amazed.  They  began  to  shout, 
"These  men  are  gods  in  human  bodies!  That  one," 
they  said,  pointing  to  Barnabas,  "is  Jupiter.  And 
the  other  one  is  Mercury."  The  Greeks  thought 
Jupiter  was  the  king  of  the  gods  and  that  Mercury 
was  his  messenger. 

Some  of  the  people  ran  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter. 
"Come  quickly,"  they  said  to  the  priests  there. 
"Jupiter  and  Mercury  are  in  town!" 

The  priests  loaded  flowers  into  a  cart  and  went 
back  with  the  people  to  worship  the  men  they 
thought  were  gods. 

When  Barnabas  and  Paul  saw  what  was  happen- 
ing, they  ran  among  the  people  shouting,  "Stop! 
Stop!  We're  not  gods!  We're  men  just  like  you! 
We've  come  to  bring  you  the  good  news  of  the 
one  true  God. 

It  was  very  difficult  for  Barnabas  and  Paul  to 
keep  the  people  from  worshiping  them.  At  last, 
however,  the  people  did  quiet  down  and  listen  to 
them.  After  hearing  Barnabas  and  Paul  preach, 
many  people  in  that  crowd  became  Christians. 

"Jupiter  is  not  a  god,"  they  said.  "Mercury  is 
not  a  god.  There  is  only  one  God — the  God  who 
made  heaven  and  earth." 

Barnabas  and  Paul  continued  on  their  travels, 
spreading  the  good  news  of  Jesus. 

—Based  on  Acts  4:36-37;   11:22—14:28 


Memory  Scripture:     The  word  of  God  grew  and 
multiplied.     Acts  12:24 
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Home  Missions  Story 


Lost  in  the  Woods 


When    lost    in    the    woods,    Jim    and    Laurie    were    helped 
something  they  had  learned  in  Sunday  school. 


"Today's  the  day!"  said  Jim. 

"Today  we  start  on  our  vacation,"  added  Laurie. 

"Are  we  ready  to  go  now?"  asked  Jim. 

"No,"  said  Mom. 

"No,"  said  Dad.  "I  need  someone  to  help  me 
load  the  car." 

"I'll  help,"  offered  Jim. 

"I  need  someone  to  help  me  do  the  breakfast 
dishes,"  said  Mom. 

"I'll  help,"  Laurie  said. 

Soon  the  work  was  finished,  and  the  family 
was  in  the  car. 

"Will  we  camp  in  the  woods  tonight?"  asked 
Jim. 

"Yes,"  answered  Dad.  "We  should  be  at  the 
National  Forest  in  time  to  fix  supper  there." 

"Good,"    said   Laurie. 

The  day  went  quickly.  There  were  many  new 
and  interesting  things  to  see  on  the  trip.  Dad 
stopped  the  car  often  at  rest  stops.  They  all  got 
out  and  walked  around. 

It  was  about  four  o'clock  when  Mom  read  the 
sign,   "Entrance  to  National  Forest,   1   mile." 

Soon  Dad  pulled  into  the  campsite  and  stopped 
the  car.  "First  we  will  pitch  out  tent,"  he  said. 

After  the  tent  was  up,  Mom  said,  "Now  we 
need  wood  to  start  a  fire." 

The  children  went  with  Dad  to  get  the  wood. 
Soon  the  fire  was  burning  and  supper  was  cook- 
ing. Jim  and  Laurie  set  the  table. 

As  they  were  eating,  Laurie  said,  "Umm,  this 
tastes  good." 

"Sure  does,"  agreed  Jim.  "There's  a  path  behind 
our  tent.  May  Laurie  and  I  see  where  it  goes?" 

"Yes,  when  you're  through  eating,  you  may  go," 
said  Mom.  "Don't  go  too  far  into  the  woods, 
though.  We  want  to  go  to  the  ranger  program  at 
7:30  this  evening." 

"We  don't  want  to  miss  that,"  "said  Laurie. 
"We'll  be  back." 

"May  I  be  excused  now?"  asked  Jim. 

"Me,  too?"  said  Laurie. 

"Yes,  you  may,"  said  Dad. 

The  children  started  down  the  trail.  Soon  they 
came  to  a  place  where  the  path  divided.  "Which 
one  shall  we  take?"  asked  Laurie. 

"Let's  go  this  way,"  said  Jim. 

Two  more  times  they  had  to  decide  which  path 
to  take. 

At  last  Laurie  said,  "I  think  we  better  go  back. 
We  don't  want  to  miss  the  ranger  program." 

After  they  had  walked  some  time,  Jim  said, 
"We  should  be  back  at  our  tent  by  now." 

"Do  you  think  we  took  a  wrong  turn?"  asked 
Laurie. 

"I  think  so,"   answered  Jim. 

"What  will  we  do?   I'm  afraid,"  said  Laurie. 


"I'm  kind  of  afraid,  too,"  said  Jim.  "But  do  you 
remember  what  we  learned  in  Sunday  school? 
Remember  what  we  should  do  when  we're  afraid?" 

"We  should  ask  God  to  help  us,"  answered 
Laurie. 

"Let's  ask  Him  now,"  said  Jim. 

The  children  closed  their  eyes.  Jim  prayed. 
"Dear  God,  we're  lost.  We  don't  know  which  way 
to  go.  Please  help  us." 

Then  Laurie  prayed,  "Dear  God,  I'm  afraid  here 
in  the  woods.  Help  us  get  back  to  our  tent  safely. 
In  Jesus'  name.   Amen." 

"Let's  walk  back  to  the  first  turn-off,"  said  Jim. 

When  they  reached  the  place  were  the  path 
divided,  they  stopped  and  listened.  "I  hear  people 
talking,"  said  Laurie.  "The  sound  is  coming  from 
that  direction." 

"I  hear  it,  too,"  said  Jim.  "It  may  be  the  camp- 
ground. Let's  go  down  there  a  little  ways." 

As  the  children  walked,  the  sounds  became 
louder  and  louder.  They  continued  down  the  trail, 
and  suddenly,  around  a  curve  in  the  path,  they 
came  to  their  tent! 

"There  you  are,"  said  Dad.  "We  were  beginning 
to  wonder  if  you  got  lost." 

"We  were  lost,"   said  Laurie. 

"What  did  you  do?"  asked  Mom. 

"We  prayed,"  answered  Jim. 

"Just  like  we  learned  in  Sunday  school,"  said 
Laurie. 

"And  God  really  did  help  us,"  added  Jim.  "He 
helped  us  know  which  path  to  take." 


Hearing  God's  Call 

(continued   from    page    13) 

Secondly,  both  Dan  and  Charlie  mentioned  the 
part  other  people  played  in  helping  them  to  hear 
God's  call.  Charlie  said  that  after  he  made  public 
his  plans  to  prepare  for  Christian  ministry,  a 
number  of  people  told  him  that  they  had  felt 
that  he  should  consider  making  such  a  commit- 
ment. His  regret  was  that  they  had  not  spoken 
to  him  earlier  and  encouraged  him  to  consider. 
We  all  need  to  be  sensitive  to  others  in  our 
churches  whom  God  may  be  calling.  If  we  have 
a  conviction  that  God  is  calling  a  certain  person 
to  Christian  ministry,  let  us  speak  to  that  person 
and  encourage  him  or  her  to  consider  God's  call. 

In  response  to  God's  call,  Charles  Beekley  and 
Dan  DeVeny  have  changed  the  direction  of  their 
lives.  Their  account  of  the  way  God  dealt  with 
them  can  help  us  evaluate  God's  will  in  our  own 
lives,  and  it  can  help  us  encourage  others  to 
consider  God's  call. 
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finally,  brethren 

.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  you! 


A  Pastor  s  Prayer 


O  God,  let  me  never  become  so  involved  with  programs 
that  I  don't  see  the  people. 

As  I  mention  the  needy  in  India, 

let  me  not  forget  the  hungry  in  my  own  church. 

As  I  am  saving  the  sinners, 

let  me  not  avoid  the  pains  and  sorrows 
of  those  who  have  been  saved. 

As  I  point  out  the  human  relationship  to  God  as  poor, 
never  let  me  go  on  without  pointing  out 
we  are  invaluable  to  God. 

As  I  learn  to  love  you  more, 

don't  let  me  forget  that  most  times 
I  love  you  through  other  people. 

As  I  strive  to  become  what  I  am, 

help  me  to  continue  touching  people 
where  they  are. 

As  I  help  my  sheep  grow, 

keep  me  constantly  aware  that  my  primary  priority 
is  my  family. 

When  I  push  for  change, 

show  me  again  that  change  produces  anxiety. 

When  I  become  impatient  with  other  people's  progress, 
show  me  again  where  I  am  not  progressing. 

When  I  reveal  the  ugliness  of  sin, 
always  help  me  to  expose 
the  beauty  of  forgiveness. 

When  I  seek  people  to  do  church  work, 

make  me  see  what  the  church  can  do  for  them. 

When  I  begin  to  see  statistical  improvements, 
help  me  to  see  that  each  statistic 
has  a  name  and  many  needs. 

When  I  think  I  have  an  answer, 
show  me  another  problem. 

— Stephen  Barber 
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General  Conference  Update 


H 


Conference  speakers 
will  include 
(left  to  right) 
Moderator  Jim  Black, 
Waldron  Scott,  and 
Juan  Carlos  Miranda. 


Black  to  moderate  General  Conference 


Ashland,  Ohio — Rev.  James  R.  Black  will  officially 
open  the  1978  General  Conference  at  8:30  a.m. 
Tuesday,  August  15.  At  that  time  he  will  present 
his  moderator's  address  on  the  spiritual  state  of 
the  church. 

He  will  also  preside  over  the  daily  business 
sessions  of  the  conference. 

Rev.  Black  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  Milledge- 
ville,  Illinois,  Brethren  Church  since  1970.  Under 
his  leadership,  the  church  dedicated  a  new  educa- 
tional unit  in  1977.  Presently  the  church  is  de- 
veloping Brethren  Manor,  a  12-unit  retirement 
complex. 

Rev.  Black  is  also  known  throughout  the  Breth- 
ren Church  as  an  evangelist. 

In  addition  to  presiding  over  the  upcoming  ses- 
sions, he  has  represented  General  Conference 
throughout  the  year  at  a  number  of  district 
conferences. 

"Do  Brethren  Care?11  will  be 
Conference  opening  theme 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  theme  of  the  opening  service 
of  the  1978  General  Conference  will  be,  "Do 
Brethren  Care?"  This  theme  will  be  a  part  of  the 
overall  Conference  emphasis,  which  is  "My 
Brother's  Keeper." 

This  opening  service  of  Conference  will  be  held 
on  Monday  evening,  August  14,  1978,  from  7:30 
to  8:30  p.m.  in  the  convocation  center  on  the 
Ashland  College  campus. 

The  service  will  include  selections  from  the 
musical  "Joy,"  by  Ed  Seabough  and  Bill  Gates,  to 
be  sung  by  the  General  Conference  choir. 

Brethren  young  and  old  are  invited  to  join  the 
Conference  choir  and  sing  for  this  opening  ser- 
vice. Rehearsal  will  be  held  from  6  to  7  p.m.  on 
Monday  evening,  August  14. 

If  you  are  interested  in  singing,  please  write  to 
Rev.  Brad  Weidenhamer,  631  Buena  Vista,  Ash- 
land, Ohio  44805.  He  will  send  you  music  so  that 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  familiarize  your- 
self with  it  before  General  Conference. 


Waldron  Scott  to  speak 
for  Brethren  missions  night 

Ashland,  Ohio — Waldron  Scott,  General  Secretary 
of  the  World  Evangelical  Fellowship  (WEF),  will 
speak  at  the  Missionary  Inspirational  Hour  at 
8:00  p.m.   Tuesday  of   General  Conference  week. 

Since  1846,  the  World  Evangelical  Fellowship 
has  been  uniting  Christians  of  every  nation  and 
denomination  for  fellowship  and  furtherance  of 
the  gospel. 

Scott  was  international  field  director  for  the 
Navigators  before  assuming  leadership  of  WEF. 
A  constant  traveler,  he  has  logged  over  one  million 
miles  of  air  travel  in  support  of  missions  around 
the  world. 

Youth   conference  to   hear  Miranda, 
feature   "Anything   Goes"   competition 

Ashland,  Ohio — Brethren  missionary  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the  1978 
National  BYC  Convention. 

Miranda  is  Director  of  Hispanic  Ministries  for 
the  Department  of  Church  Growth  of  the  Fuller 
Evangelistic  Association.  He  and  his  family  form- 
erly served  Brethren  missions  in  Argentina  at 
the  Eden  Bible  Institute. 

The  annual  youth  conference  will  also  feature 
the  "First  National  BYC  Anything  Goes"  compe- 
tition. Local  BYC  groups  are  being  encouraged  to 
form  teams  of  eight  or  more  members  for  the 
daily  recreational  events.  Groups  with  fewer  than 
eight  members  may  combine  with  other  churches 
to  form  complete  teams. 

Deadline  for  registration  for  "Anything  Goes" 
is  July  10.  Entry  forms  have  been  sent  to  BYC 
groups,  and  additional  forms  are  available  from 
the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 
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our  newest  district 
organizes 
for  fellowship 
and 
ministry 


Pennsylvania  District  Conference 
July  20-22,  1978 

Camp   Peniel 
Meyersdale,   Pa. 

Theme:   My   Brother's   Keeper 

Speakers: 


Vice  Moderator  Clarence   Kindley 
Thursday,    7:30   p.m. 

Moderator  Thomas   Kidder 
Friday,  9:00  a.m. 


John   Dallape 
Friday,   8:00  p.m. 

Rev.  James  R.  Black 
Saturday,    1:30  p.m. 


See  you  at  Peniel! 
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Church  Organization 


FLORIDA- 

Organizing  for  Fellowship 

and  Ministry 

Phil    Lersch    presents   the    purpose    of   the    Florida    District 
organization  and  outlines  the  stages  of  its  development. 


PIE  five  Brethren  churches  in  Florida 
are  now  organized  into  the  ninth  dis- 
trict in  the  Brethren  Church.  Fortunately, 
this  organizing  has  been  more  of  a  process 
than  an  event — a  process  that  is  still  in 
progress,  through  which  we  are  understand- 
ing each  other  better  at  every  stage.  Since 
increasing  koinonia  was  one  of  the  purposes 
in  organizing  into  a  district,  we  are  thank- 
ful for  this  development. 

The  culminating  "event"  took  place  on 
May  7,  1978,  at  the  Bradenton  Brethren 
Church  and  was  reported  in  the  June 
Brethren  Evangelist.  What  follows  is  more 
detailed  information  about  what  brought 
us  to  that  day  in  May — both  in  thought 
and  organization. 

Although  it  hasn't  been  easy,  we  are 
attempting  to  discern  God's  leading  in 
organizing  our  district  and  in  establishing 
priorities.  It  hasn't  been  easy  because  it  is 
difficult  for  all  of  us  to  alter  past  thought 
patterns  and  experiences  in  order  to  risk 
an  openness  to  God's  calls  today.  But  even 
the  trying  to  date  has  been  rewarding. 

Getting    started 

Prompted  by  a  letter  from  the  national 
Missionary  Board  in  November  1976,  J.  D. 
Hamel  and  Russ  Gordon  presented  a  motion 
at  the  1977  General  Conference  that  the 
Florida  District  be  authorized  to  organize. 
Conference  approved  this  motion.  Also  last 
summer,  picnic  gatherings  by  the  pastoral 
families  and  tentmakers  on  July  4th  and 
Labor  Day  resulted  in  a  District  Planning 


Phil  Lersch  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  House 
Ministries  team  and  the  Coordinator  of  the  Florida 
District. 


Meeting  on  October  28,  1977,  to  which 
everyone  in  the  five  churches  was  invited. 
At  this  meeting  serious  attention  was  given 
to  becoming  better  acquainted,  offering 
thanksgiving  and  prayers,  brainstorming 
about  the  function  and  purpose  of  a  district, 
electing  a  Task  Force,  and  setting  future 
meetings. 

Task  Force  members  designated  were  the 
five  pastors  plus  one  lay  representative 
selected  by  each  church — with  an  alternate 
for  each  lay  person.  In  general  their  "task" 
was  to  assume  responsibility  for  recom- 
mending all  the  steps  necessary  to  establish 
a  district  organization  and  to  report  back 
to  the  total  group  periodically  for  approval 
and/or  revision  of  their  proposals. 

Task  Force  met  on  December  2,  January 
13,  January  27,  March  10,  and  April  28 — 
with  total  planning  meetings  on  January  27 
and  March  27 — all  leading  to  our  first  dis- 
trict conference  meeting  on  May  7th.  The 
procedure  worked  beautifully,  with  nearly 
100%  attendance  at  all  Task  Force 
meetings. 

In  Task  Force  we  gave  attention  to  our 
calling  to  be  faithful — first  of  all,  to  Jesus 
Christ  himself  (Galatians  1:1);  then  also 
to  our  co-workers  in  the  district  and  to  our 
individual  consciences.  We  worked  at  devel- 
oping an  atmosphere  of  openness — where 
we  could  trust  each  other,  risk  mentioning 
some  new  ideas  (in  a  testing  way),  and 
change  our  minds  when  it  seemed  wise.  We 
didn't  feel  we  all  had  to  agree  in  order  to 
have  harmony  in  Christ.  This  atmosphere 
of  openness  prepared  the  way  for  more 
healthy  sharing  than  we  ever  had  time  to 
complete. 

At  the  first  Planning  Meeting  everyone 
was  asked  to  complete  this  sentence:  "I 
hope  the  Florida  District  will.  ..."  Later, 
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A    Task  Force,   made  up  of 
representatives  of  each  of  the  Florida 
churches,  set  the  sights  of  the 
Florida  District.  Some  of  the  Task 
Force   members  are  shown   here 
along   with   Smith   Rose,   Executive 
Secretary  of  Central  Council,  and 
national  Moderator  James  Black. 
photo  by  Tim  Solomon 


small  groups  brainstormed  about  the  pur- 
pose and  function  of  the  district.  Time  was 
devoted  to  silent  prayer.  We  asked  each 
other,  "Who  are  we,  what  are  the  needs 
among  us  and  around  us,  what  do  we  have 
to  work  with?" 

Emerging    ideas 

Out  of  such  considerations  emerged  some 
basic  themes  that  attracted  our  attention 
and  are  challenging  our  ingenuity: 

We  want  to  become  a  fellowship,  not  in 
name  but  in  actuality — sharing  hurts,  sup- 
porting weaknesses,  affirming  strengths, 
announcing  concerns,  suggesting  changes, 
removing  masks,  shouldering  burdens,  de- 
veloping an  inward  journey,  ministering  out- 
wardly, nurturing  and  being  nurtured. 

We  want  to  aid  people  in  identifying 
their  God-initiated  gifts  and  to  enable  them 
to  use  their  gifts  in  effective  ministry.  The 
goal  is  to  avoid  extraneous,  time-consum- 
ing busy-ness  and  to  concentrate  on  pur- 
poseful encounters  with  each  other  (inside 
and  outside  our  churches).  "What  does  God 
want  us  to  do  with  what  He  has  given  us? 
Through  our  churches,  can  we  help  each 
other  do  it?" 

In  organization,  we  want  to  start  where 
we  are  and  grow  into  what  we  need.  The 
designed  emphasis  is  upon  "ministries" 
that  draw  upon  people's  abilities  and  inter- 
ests rather  than  upon  someone's  agreeing 
to  serve  if  no  one  else  is  available.  The 
ministries  themselves  are  organized  around 
person's  calling  to  a  task  or  study  or  mis- 
sion— rather  than  around  differences  in  sex 
or  age.  (The  one  exception  is  a  separate 
youth  organization,  but  young  people  are 
also  involved  in  the  ministries.)   The  goal 


is  meaningful  involvement,  avoiding  dupli- 
cation of  existing  opportunities  in  our  local 
churches. 

The  Statement  of  Purpose,   adopted  on 
organization  day,   is  an  attempt  to  bring 
some  of  these  ideas  together  in  a  general 
way — as  a  base  upon  which  to  begin : 
"The  purpose  of  the  Florida  District  of 
the  Brethren  Church  is:     To  bring  glory 
to  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  we 
carry   out  His  great  commission.    To   do 
together  what  individual  churches  cannot 
do.  To  meet  needs  of  others  and  ourselves 
in   a   supportive  and  creative   way,   com- 
municating  and    working   to    involve    the 
gifts  and  talents  of  as  many  as  possible 
for    the    purposes    of   growing   spiritually 
as  individuals,   and  of  reaching  out  as  a 
District." 

Resulting    structure 

At  our  first  district  conference  meeting 
the  design  was  to  be  "inclusive."  Conse- 
quently, all  members  present  from  all  five 
local  churches  were  extended  voting  privi- 
leges, with  "friends"  also  encouraged  to 
attend.  This  plan  seemed  sensible,  consid- 
ering the  size  of  our  district,  and  it  worked 
well.  We  hope  to  continue  this  approach  as 
long  as  it  is  functionally  possible. 

All  of  the  anticipated  organizational  de- 
cisions had  been  proposed  by  the  Task  Force 
in  January,  tentatively  approved  at  a  total- 
group  Planning  Meeting,  written  out  in  a 
5-page  report  and  distributed  in  quantity  to 
all  congregations  a  few  weeks  before  district 
conference.  This  included  the  nominated 
officers.  Consequently,  aside  from  minor 
changes,    every    procedural    consideration 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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'We  want  to  aid  people  in  identifying  their  God-initiated 
gifts  and  to  enable  them  to  use  their  gifts  in  effective 
ministry." 


was  adopted  by  the  informed  participants. 

First  was  the  election  of  officers — all  of 
whom  form  the  Ministry  of  Administration : 
Coordinator  (Moderator),  Coordinator- 
Elect,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  3  Members-at- 
Large. 

We  chose  the  title  Coordinator  because 
it  means  (according  to  Webster)  "to  bring 
into  proper  order  or  relation;  adjust  so  as 
to  have  harmonious  action."  These  are 
functions  to  be  performed  throughout  the 
year  in  varied  ways.  Whereas  Moderator  is 
defined  as  "a  presiding  officer  of  a  govern- 
ing body;  one  who  presides  at  a  town 
meeting  or  debate."  The  Ministry  of  Admin- 
istration will  supervise  and  coordinate  the 
work  of  the  district  and  perform  other  re- 
lated duties  spelled  out  in  its  Statement  of 
Purpose. 

The  Ministry  of  Ministries  consists  of  all 
the  Ministry  of  Administration  (officers) 
and  the  chairpersons  of  all  seven  ministries. 
This  ministry's  responsibility  is  to  coor- 
dinate the  workings  of  all  other  ministries, 
to  explore  additional  areas  of  nurture  and 
service,  and  to  recommend  new  areas  of 
concern  and  outreach  for  the  district. 

Then  we  have  the  seven  ministries  them- 
selves. Hopefully,  they  will  become  the 
vitality  of  our  district  life.  The  Ministry  of 
Administration  has  already  appointed  a 
chairperson  for  each  ministry.  Because  of 
the  special  nature  of  their  work  and  certain 
legal  responsibilities,  members  on  the  Min- 
istry of  Church/Pastor  Relations  and  on 
the  Ministry  of  Properties  were  also  ap- 
pointed. But  we're  making  plans  to  "person" 
the  other  ministries  with  volunteers — with 
those  especially  called  to  and  interested  in 
each  area  of  possible  service.  If  there  are 
no  volunteers,  that  ministry  will  not  func- 
tion at  the  present.  Following  are  the  seven 
ministries,  with  just  an  abbreviated  mention 
of  what  the  longer  Statement  of  Purpose 
for  each  one  lists: 

Ministry  of  Gifts  Selection:  To  educate 
us  in  the  nature  of  biblical  gifts,  to  help  us 
discover  our  gifts,  to  train  us  in  the  use  of 
spiritual  gifts,  to  encourage  us  to  call  forth 
gifts  in  others,  and  to  compile  such  informa- 
tion so  that  people  might  be  called  in  their 


gifted  areas  to  minister  in  the  district.  This 
ministry  will  probably  nominate  officers 
and  others  for  positions  of  responsibility 
and  service. 

Ministry  of  Missions/Outreach:  To  sup- 
port new  churches,  to  explore  new  areas  of 
community  needs,  to  design  programs 
where  we  can  serve,  to  promote  evangelistic 
outreach,  and  to  encourage  support  of 
world  and  home  missions. 

Ministry  of  Church/Pastor  Relations: 
To  encourage  recruitment  for  Christian  ser- 
vice, to  serve  as  the  Ministerial  Examining 
Board,  and  to  assist  in  the  area  of  church/ 
pastor  relationships. 

Ministry  of  Communication/Support:  To 
encourage  and  support  others  in  daily  Chris- 
tian living,  to  inform  people  of  the  various 
ministries,  to  convey  information  about 
district  events  to  every  congregation,  and 
to  be  sensitive  to  each  church's  needs  (striv- 
ing to  design  ways  of  meeting  those  needs). 

Ministry  of  Education/Training:  To 
promote  better  teaching  procedures  in  every 
church,  to  prepare  teaching  sessions  on 
several  topics,  to  plan  training  for  all 
churches  periodically,  and  to  help  each  of 
us  grow  in  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  grace. 

Ministry  of  Youth/Camping:  To  enrich 
and  reach  people  spiritually  through 
planned  retreats,  camps,  seminars,  and 
other  outings  for  all  ages. 

Ministry  of  Properties:  To  assume  re- 
sponsibility for  all  district  properties,  thus 
acting  as  district  trustees. 

And,   finally   .   .   . 

This  is  our  progress  report,  through  the 
stages  of  organization.  And  this,  in  itself, 
has  been  a  valuable  experience  for  all  of  us 
involved.  Evaluation  of  the  adopted  format 
and  focus  on  "ministries"  will  need  to  wait 
a  year  or  two.  But  we  feel  good  about  the 
beginning.  Next,  the  Ministry  of  Ministries 
will  meet  on  July  7th — as  we  get  to  work. 

We  still  are  very  concerned  that  we  don't 
get  locked  in  to  organizational  patterns 
that  will  hamper  what  God  wants  us  to  do 
for  Him.  Hopefully,  a  desire  for  effective 
ministry  will  help  us  avoid  such  dangers.  □ 
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Equipping 

for 
Ministry 


At  Ardmore,   they  took 

the    1977   Conference   theme 

seriously,    as    Brian   Moore 

reports. 


TN  his  book,  Why  Conservative  Churches 
Are  Growing,  Dean  Kelley  asks  how  the 
church  is  going  to  turn  the  corner  from 
being  a  dying  spectacle  to  being  a  dynamic 
force  in  today's  world.  He  suggests  that 
the  initial  and  essential  step  is  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  to  determine  what 
ultimate  meanings  they  are  going  to  em- 
body and  embrace. 

If  the  congregation,  as  a  whole,  is 
not  ready  to  do  this,  Kelley  con- 
tinues, perhaps  it  will  be  necessary  to 
begin  with  a  nucleus  of  people  who  are 
ready.  These  people  could  be  formed  into 
a  discipleship  group.  The  dangers  of  elitism 
will  have  to  be  guarded  against,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  there  will  be  some  in 
every  congregation  who  are  really  serious 
about  discipleship.  These  people  should  not 
be  overlooked. 


The   time    had    come 

For  the  pastor  and  the  people  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Ardmore,  the  time  for 
an  idea  had  come.  The  pastor  had  a  ten- 
year  dream  that  had  never  quite  taken  hold 
in  any  previous  attempt. 

The  concept  from  Ephesians  4  that  the 
pastor-teacher  is  given  to  the  church  for 
the  purpose  of  equipping  the  saints  for 
Christian  service  has  been  the  common 
property  of  the  church  for  nineteen  hun- 
dred years.  Yet,  it  has  seldom  been  taken 
very  seriously.  The  traditional  concept  that 
the  pastor  is  the  weekly  performer  and  the 
members  of  the  congregation  are  the  spec- 
tators has  prevailed  instead.  How  could 
we  turn  the  corner?  Here  is  what  we  have 
done. 

The  preaching  and  teaching  over  the  past 
five  years  has,  we  hope,  prepared  the  con- 
gregation mentally  and  spiritually  for  the 
concept  of  the  equipping  ministry.  Our 
1977  Conference  theme,  "Equipping  for 
Ministry,"  added  stimulation  and  provided 
an  opportunity  for  the  idea  to  find  a  wel- 
come among  us.  In  August  1977,  immedi- 
ately after  General  Conference,  the  pastor 
challenged  the  congregation  with  a  call  to 
discipleship.  Eleven  people  responded  (we 
had  established  a  limit  of  twelve) ,  indicating 
their  willingness  to  be  equipped  for  Chris- 
tian service  in  a  way  they  had  never  ex- 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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The  concept  that  the  pastor-teacher  is  given  to  the 
church  to  equip  the  saints  for  service  has  been  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  church  for  1900  years.  Yet,  it  has 
seldom  been  taken  very  seriously. 


perienced     before.     We     immediately     got 
underway. 

We  began  our  School  of  Discipleship  the 
first  week  of  September  and  continued  it 
through  the  month  of  May.  We  met  three 
hours  each  Wednesday  evening.  Our  time 
together  consisted  of  Bible  study,  sharing 
and  prayer,  memory  work,  and  the  study 
of  two  textbooks  concurrently. 

At  the  end  of  the  nine-month  period,  we 
had  covered  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  I  and  II 
Timothy,  and  a  portion  of  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  We  also  went  through  a  follow- 
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up  program  called  The  Roots  (from  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association), 
studied  Knowing  God  by  J.  I.  Packer,  How 
to  Be  a  People  Helper  by  Gary  Collins, 
The  Dynamics  of  Personal  Follow-up  by 
Gary  Kuhne,  and  With  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
With  Fire  by  Samuel  Shoemaker.  The  men 
also  studied  The  Measure  of  a  Man,  and  the 
ladies  studied  The  Measure  of  a  Woman, 
both  by  Gene  Getz.  Several  of  the  disciples 
read  other  optional  books. 

We  memorized  over  forty  Scripture 
verses  and  spent  many  hours  on  our  knees 
in  prayer.  Everyone  received  visitation 
assignments  from  time  to  time,  and  every- 
one made  calls  as  a  member  of  a  team. 
Others  began  to  make  additional  calls  on 
their  own. 


Meeting   the    requirements 

We  had  established  from  the  outset  some 
rather  rigorous  requirements,  and  the  class 
members  responded  wonderfully!  Two  peo- 
ple had  perfect  attendance.  Several  missed 
only  one  and  no  one  missed  more  than  five 
of  these  lengthy  sessions!  (A  total  of  nine 
absences  was  permitted.) 

Our  goal  was  that  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  each  student  would  be  able  to  con- 
duct a  Bible  study  group  proficiently,  to 
help  others  with  their  personal  problems, 
to  follow-up  new  converts  on  an  individual 
basis,  and  to  lead  a  small  group  in  the  same 
material  we  had  covered.  Time  will  tell  how 
well  we  have  accomplished  our  goal. 

One  of  the  by-products  of  this  extensive 
training  was  the  development  of  a  deep 
sense  of  communion  within  the  group.  Love 
blossomed,  openness  was  present,  and  real 
heartfelt  caring  for  one  another  emerged. 
This  is  the  fellowship  of  the  saints ! 

On  June  4,  1978,  when  we  honored  our 
public  school  graduates,  we  also  honored 
our  graduates  from  the  School  of  Disciple- 
ship. We  gave  each  of  them  a  certificate  of 
recognition  for  their  personal  sacrifice  and 
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"One  of  the  by-products  of  this  extensive  training  was 
the  development  of  a  deep  sense  of  communion  within 
the  group.  Love  blossomed,  openness  was  present,  and 
real  heartfelt  caring  for  one  another  emerged." 


hard  work,  which  made  this  first  experiment 
at  equipping  for  ministry  a  wonderful  and 
invigorating  experience  for  us  all. 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  We  hope 
that  the  graduates  will  form  small  groups 
in  order  to  disciple  others.  They  will  be 
guided  and  assisted  in  doing  this.  The  pastor 


may  also  form  another  group  and  begin 
again  with  them.  Even  if  the  multiplication 
we  envision  does  not  take  place,  we  can 
still  praise  God  that  He  helped  twelve  of 
us  grow  spiritually  as  we  never  had  before, 
and  that  He  opened  us  to  the  power  of 
Christian  love.  fj 
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A  Pilgrim's  Progress 


Betty  Carpenter  tells  of  her  journey  into  discipleship. 


I  had  an  opportunity  to  join  a  group  of  eleven 
men  and  women  plus  a  guide  on  a  nine-month 
journey.  I  wanted  to  go,  but  felt  I  had  been  on 
enough  tours  before.  I  nearly  missed  out  on  the 
richest  tour  of  my  Christian  life  by  offering  my 
seat  to  someone  else.  Thank  God,  no  one  else 
asked  for  my  seat!  I  really  needed  this  tour  in 
more  ways  than  even  I  was  aware  of. 

We  left  home  in  September  1S77  and  moved 
right  along  to  the  land  of  Knowing  God.  It  didn't 
take  more  than  two  weeks  to  realize  how  much 
I  had  missed  on  other  trips.  I  could  have  spent 
a  year  here  alone!  I  began  a  deeper  and  more 
personal  relationship  with  a  God  much  bigger 
than  I  had  ever  envisioned  before. 

With  reluctance  we  moved  on  to  the  city  of 
How  to  Be  a  People  Helper.  This  was  a  refresh- 
ing stop,  with  much  to  learn  and  talk  about. 
There  were  all  kinds  of  interesting  things  there, 
and  I  thought  to  myself,  "Here  are  some  really 
good  things  I  can  use  if  I  can  remember  all  the 
do's  and  don'ts  of  being  a  people  helper."  I  began 
to  see  from  our  trips  into  the  oasis  of  God's  word 
that  a  plan  was  beginning  to  take  shape  for 
my  life. 

We  had  to  hurry  on  to  the  island  of  The 
Dynamics  of  Personal  Follow-Up.  I  soon  discov- 
ered a  lot  of  new  things  necessary  to  work  in  this 
important  area.  I  knew  that  I  would  have  to 
return  here  again  and  again  (even  as  I  would  the 
other  places  I  had  discovered). 

One  day  our  guide  said  to  the  group,  "Our  next 
stop  will  be  the  most  exciting  one  of  all  on  the 


tour."  We  were  all  excited  and  some  were  a  bit 
afraid  as  we  approached  the  sacred  ground  of 
With  the  Holy  Spirit  and  With  Fire.  What  a 
storehouse  of  treasures  we  found  there!  I  began 
to  understand  more  fully  how  to  live  in  the 
stream  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  had  been  in  and  out 
of  that  stream,  but  now  that  I  really  know  how 
refreshing  that  stream  is,  I  never  want  to  get 
out  of  it  again!  This  stop  took  away  some  of 
the  fear  of  the  unknown  and  replaced  it  with 
a  secure  feeling  of  comfort,  strength,  courage, 
and  power. 

At  last  I  was  beginning  to  see  what  this  pil- 
grim journey  was  all  about  ^or  me.  I  thought 
to  myself  how  well  this  trip  was  planned.  It 
was  putting  purpose  and  order  into  my  life  on 
this  earth.  This  tour  was  equipping  me  to  serve 
when  I  would  return  home  in  May  of  1978. 

Well,  I  have  a  few  minutes  before  leaving  for 
our  last  stop.  There  is  so  much  I  must  omit  in 
detail:  memory  time,  sharing  time,  refresh- 
ments, and  last  but  not  least,  how  close  I  have 
become  to  everyone  on  the  trip.  I  even  got  to 
know  and  understand  our  guide  and  how  much 
he  put  himself  into  this  task  to  see  us  all  through 
this  trip  and  to  share  with  us  the  knowledge 
about  the  places  we  have  visited. 

Parting  after  nine  months  together  is  a  little 
sad,  but  the  memories  and  the  things  we  shared 
together  will  live  on  forever.  I  pray  that  some 
day  I  will  have  the  opportunity  to  be  a  guide  for 
another  pilgrim  waiting  to  take  the  journey. 
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Billboards  can  do  more  than  provide  advertising  for  banks,  beer,  and  breakfast  cereal.  They  can  also 
present  Jesus  Christ  as  the  answer  to  people's  needs.  This  is  one  of  seven  billboards  sponsored  by  the 
Brethren  churches  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  during  the  past  eight  months. 


Billboards  for  Jesus 


The    Brethren    churches   of  Johnstown   are   using   billboards 
to  present  Jesus  to  the  people  of  their  city. 


THE  people  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
have  been  confronted  with  a  different 
kind  of  message  on  some  of  their  billboards 
during  the  past  eight  months. 

Instead  of  the  run-of-the-ad  billboards  for 
beer,  soft  drinks,  cigarettes,  etc.,  they  were 
confronted  with  the  question,  "Who  is  the 
Lord  of  your  life?  .  .  .  Jesus  Christ  or  self?" 

Two  other  signboards  assured  them  that 
"Jesus  loves  you,"  and  that  "Christ  Is 
Alive!" 

More  recently,  Johnstown  residents  have 
been  pulled  up  short  by  a  billboard-size 
computer  card  proclaiming:  "Mutilated, 
stapled,  or  bent?  Try  Jesus." 

These  and  several  other  messages  were 
heralded   by   billboards   sponsored   by   one 
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or  more  of  the  three  Brethren  churches 
of  Johnstown  (Johnstown  Second,  Johns- 
town Third,  and  Vinco  Brethren  Church). 

These  three  churches  are  using  billboards 
as  a  means  of  witnessing  to  thousands  of 
people  of  God's  word  and  His  salvation. 

The  first  billboard  appeared  last  Novem- 
ber and  was  sponsored  by  all  three  church- 
es. This  was  the  one  which  asked,  "Who  is 
the  Lord  of  your  life?  .  .  .  Jesus  Christ  or 
self?"  The  posters  for  this  billboard  were 
provided  free  of  charge  by  Eutychus,  a  bill- 
board ministry  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

"Jesus  loves  you"  was  the  message  of  a 
billboard  paid  for  by  the  Third  Brethren 
Church  of  Johnstown.  Posters  for  this  bill- 
board (and  for  several  others  used  by  the 
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And  the  Lord  said  to  me,  'Write  my  answer  on  a  bill- 
board, large  and  clear,  so  that  anyone  can  read  it  at  a 
glance  and  rush  to  tell  the  others.'  " 

Habakkuk  2:2  TLB 


Second  Brethren  Church)  came  from  Bill- 
boards for  Jesus,  the  Maranatha!  Associa- 
tion, Bellevue,  Washington.  This  association 
charges  $35  for  its  posters. 

Not  all  of  the  billboard  designs  have 
come  from  outside  sources.  Tim  Hamel,  a 
member  of  the  Johnstown  Second  Church, 
came  up  with  the  slogan  for  one  of  the 
signs.  The  message  was  "Rebuild  with  Jesus 
Christ!"  a  take-off  on  the  "We  Will  Rebuild 
Together"  signs  which  appeared  after  the 
1977  Johnstown  flood.  Edward  Karl,  a  pro- 
fessional artist  from  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio 
(and  a  relative  of  the  John  Griffith  family 
of  Johnstown  Second),  did  the  artwork  for 
this  slogan,  and  the  posters  were  prepared 
by  the  Johnstown  Poster  Company. 

This  slogan  was  then  used  on  two  bill- 
boards. In  addition  to  the  "Rebuild  with 
Jesus  Christ!"  slogan,  the  sign  also  carried 
the  message  "We  invite  you  ...  to  worship 
with  us,"  followed  by  the  name  and  address 
of  the  Second  Brethren  Church. 

The  prime  mover  behind  this  billboard 
ministry  is  Rev.  Harold  Walton,  pastor  of 
the  Second  Brethren  Church  of  Johnstown. 
Rev.  Walton  had  had  an  interest  in  starting 
such  a  ministry  for  a  couple  of  years.  When 
the  doors  of  opportunity  opened  in  Johns- 
town, he  suggested  to  the  leaders  of  the 
other  two  Brethren  churches  that  they 
sponsor  a  billboard  together —  and  the  min- 
istry began. 

All  together  seven  billboards  have  been 
posted.  The  three  churches  sponsored  the 
first  one,  Johnstown  Second  has  sponsored 
five  more,  and  Johnstown  Third  has  paid 
for  one. 

In  carrying  out  this  ministry,  the  three 
churches  have  worked  closely  with  the 
Johnstown  Poster  Company,  and  in  par- 
ticular with  Mr.  Robert  Poehner  and  Mr. 
Jeff  Hunt  of  this  company.  The  company 
has  been  very  cooperative  in  working  with 
the  churches  and  has  also  given  them  a 
large  discount  on  their  billboards. 

Response   to    the   ministry,    though   not 


overwhelming,  has  been  favorable.  Accord- 
ing to  Rev.  Walton,  the  people  in  his 
church  have  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
billboards.  People  in  the  community  have 
also  made  favorable  comments. 

Other  Johnstown  churches  seem  to  have 
been  particularly  impressed  by  this  minis- 
try. A  Methodist  church  of  the  area  com- 
mented on  the  billboards  in  its  church  news- 
letter and  complimented  the  Brethren 
churches  for  sponsoring  the  signs.  And  a 
few  churches,  prompted  by  the  example  of 
the  Brethren,  have  begun  to  sponsor  bill- 
boards of  their  own. 

Rev.  Walton  is  quite  enthusiastic  about 
the  billboard  ministry  of  his  church  and 
plans  for  it  to  continue.  The  church  has 
two  billboards  up  now,  and  Rev.  Walton  is 
working  on  ideas  for  the  next  two  to  follow. 

Interested  in  knowing  more  about  a  billboard 
ministry?  Talk  to  Pastor  Harold  Walton  at 
General  Conference. 


After  the  Johnstown  flood,  signs  appeared  say- 
ing, "We  Will  Rebuild  Together."  The  Second 
Brethren  Church  used  this  sign  to  challenge  the 
people  of  Johnstown  to  "Rebuild  with  Jesus  Christ!" 
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".  .  .  and  our  buildings  shape  us." 

Our  outlook  on  life,  work,  and  worship 
is  subtly  affected  by  our  physical  surround- 
ings—much more  than  we  realize. 

This  can  be  especially  true  in  local 
churches.  Perhaps  you  can  think  of  situa- 
tions that  prove  this  point:  a  church  that 
can't  seem  to  grow  beyond  a  certain  level 
because  of  lack  of  space  in  the  sanctuary 
or  Sunday  school  ...  or  a  church  where 
fellowship  is  hampered  because  they  lack 
space  designed  for  face-to-face  sharing. 

Insufficient  or  inadequate  office  space 
also  hampers  the  effectiveness  of  church 
ministries  on  a  national  level. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  and 


Missionary  Board  buildings  in  Ashland 
provide  office  space  now.  But  these  build- 
ings were  not  designed  for  offices,  so  they 
do  not  lend  themselves  to  the  flexibility 
needed  for  creative  leadership. 

Space  for  storage  of  vital  records  and 
supplies  is  at  a  premium.  Room  for  board 
meetings  and  informal  sharing  is  prac- 
tically non-existent.  And  juggling  of  office 
space  to  meet  changing  needs  has  become 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 

The  church's  ministries,  whether  on  the 
local  or  national  level,  are  enhanced  by 
attractive  and  adequate  facilities.  It  is  to 
meet  these  needs  on  the  national  level  that 
General  Conference  has  formed  a  board 
of  Brethren  Church  Properties. 


Why  we   have   a    Board   of  Church   Properties. 
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What  you    must   know   about 


BRETHREN 

CHURCH 

PROPERTIES, 

INC. 


SINCE  the  mid  1960s  and  before,  the 
General  Conference  has  recognized  the 
importance  of  providing  adequate  office 
space  for  Brethren  Church  ministries. 

The  1971  General  Conference  authorized 
Central  Council  "to  take  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  make  it  possible  for  'The  Brethren 
Church,  Inc.'  to  provide  office  space  for 
conference  boards,  committees,  auxiliaries, 
etc." 

As  a  result  of  this  action,  Central  Council 
proposed,  and  the  General  Conference 
formed,  a  board  of  trustees  in  1973.  Incor- 
porated as  Brethren  Church  Properties, 
Inc.,  the  five-member  board  was  given  the 
responsibility  to: 

"hold  property  for  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Brethren  Church.  This  hoard  may 
buy,  or  receive  by  gift,  sell,  convey  or 
dispose  of  the  same,  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal. It  may  borrow  funds,  oversee  build- 
ing, and  supervise  all  other  property 
matters  as  directed  by  the  General 
Conference." 

(The  board  was  also  given  responsibility 
for  the   administration   of  bequests,   trust 


A   summary   of  the    board's 

past   actions   and    its   plans 

for  the   future. 


funds,  gifts,  and  annuities  committed  to 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church.) 

The  board  began  to  plan  for  adequate 
office  space  for  a  growing  church. 

In  1976,  two  properties  on  College 
Avenue  in  Ashland  became  available  for 
purchase.  Though  the  board  had  limited 
funds,  it  took  a  bold  step  of  faith.  Funds 
totalling  $50,000  were  borrowed  from 
Brethren  churches  and  individuals  for 
periods  of  3  to  10  years,  and  the  properties 
were  purchased. 

Recently,  the  board  established  a  two- 
phase  plan  for  the  properties.  Phase  I  will 
extend  to  July  1983.  During  this  five-year 
period,  the  board  expects  to  liquidate  its 
$50,000  indebtedness. 

In  Phase  II,  the  board  will  evaluate 
actual  and  future  office  needs  and  move 
to  adequately  fulfill  them. 

How  will  the  indebtedness  be  liquidated? 
Rental  of  the  houses  on  the  properties  as 
single-family  dwellings  is  paying  for  current 
repairs,  taxes,  and  other  expenses.  And 
General  Conference  is  supplying  a  small 
annual  budgeted  amount  for  the  board. 

But  for  the  debt  to  be  repaid  in  five  years 
(at  a  considerable  savings  in  interest)  will 
require  the  concerted  effort  of  all  Brethren. 

So  the  board  is  asking  churches  to  re- 
ceive offerings  during  the  month  of  July 
as  the  initial  step  in  liquidating  its  debt 
and  providing  for  the  church's  future  needs. 

And  the  board  is  also  encouraging  each 
church,  beginning  in  1979,  to  include  an 
amount  in  its  annual  budget  for  Brethren 
Church  Properties. 
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The  Properties  We  Own 


A  look  at  our  sound  investment  for  the  future. 


TS  property  ownership  a  sound  financial 

investment  ? 

It  certainly  is!  Since  1968,  the  cost  of 
living  in  the  United  States  has  risen  nearly 
78%.  During  that  same  period,  the  value 
of  existing  homes  has  risen  114%. 

And  the  forecasts  are  for  that  trend  to 
continue. 

If  the  church  was  involved  in  property 
ownership  simply  for  the  purpose  of  land 
speculation,  the  Lord  might  not  look  fa- 
vorably upon  it. 

But  when  the  church  owns  property  for 
a  definite  and  necessary  purpose  for  ful- 
filling the  Lord's  work,  that's  another 
matter. 


Members  of  the  Board 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Brethren  Church 
Properties,  Inc.,  has  a  vital  supportive  ministry 
for  the  church.  While  other  boards  are  working 
to  meet  spiritual  and  physical  needs,  Brethren 
Church  Properties  is  looking  for  ways  to  enhance 
those  outreach  ministries.  The  board  is  con- 
cerned with  providing  adequate  office  space  for 
the  church  and  with  the  administration  of  gifts, 
bequests,   annuities,  and  trusts. 

The  board  is  composed  of  five  members: 
Rev.  John  Byler,   chairman — pastor  of 

Canton,  Ohio's  Trinity  Brethren  Church 
Richard   DeVeny,   vice  chairman — retired 

printer,  head  of  DeVeny  Enterprises 
Dorothy    Carpenter,    secretary — math 

professor,  Ashland  College 
Allan  Pyrch — sales  engineer  for  Hyco,  Inc., 

of  Ashland 
George   Schuster — former  editor  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist 
The  members  of  the  board  solicit  your  sugges- 
tions,  prayers,   and  financial   support. 


We  have  to  look  no  further  than  our  own 
local  church  buildings  and  parsonages  as 
evidence  of  that  fact. 

For  this  reason,  Brethren  Church  Prop- 
erties, Inc.,  purchased  two  properties  in 
Ashland  in  1976  in  anticipation  of  the  future 
needs  of  the  church's  vital  ministries. 

The  properties  could  not  be  more  con- 
veniently located.  Situated  on  College 
Avenue  across  from  the  Ashland  College 
campus,  they  occupy  lots  adjacent  to  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company. 

One  of  the  properties  is  zoned  for  com- 
merical  use.  If  the  board  had  not  had  the 
foresight  to  buy  the  land  when  it  became 
available,  it  is  likely  that  a  business  inter- 
ested in  the  college  student  trade  would 
have  purchased  the  site  .  .  .  and  again  have 
hemmed  in  the  present  Brethren  Church 
property. 

A  house  designed  and  rented  as  a  single- 
family  dwelling  occupies  each  lot.  Some 
improvements  to  these  houses  have  been 
necessary.  The  monthly  rental  fees  have 
covered  these  expenses,  as  well  as  property 
taxes  and  interest. 

Cost  of  the  properties  could  be  amortized 
over  a  25  to  30  year  period  .  .  .  but  that 
would  require  huge  sums  for  interest,  in 
addition  to  the  principal.  Naturally,  pay- 
ments on  the  principal  now — this  year — 
will  offer  the  greatest  savings  and  be  the 
best  stewardship  of  our  funds. 

In  addition  to  saving  interest,  early 
repayment  of  the  loans  will  free  the  prop- 
erties of  debt  so  church  offices  may  be 
constructed. 

Thus,  1978  offers  great  opportunities  for 
you  and  the  Brethren  Church  ...  to  be 
sound  stewards  of  God's  resources  and  to 
begin  to  prepare  for  the  physical  needs  of 
the  church's  ministries  as  God  blesses  the 
church  with  growth. 
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Brethren  Church  Properties,  Inc.,  purchased  these  two  homes  in  1976,  at  their  appraised  value.  The 
properties,  now  rented,  are  continuing  to  appreciate  in  value  .  .  .  and  they  are  reserving  ideally  located 
space   next   to   the   Brethren   Publishing   Company   for  additional  church   office  space. 


How  you  can  help! 


1.  Include  Brethren  Church  Properties 
in  your  church  budget  for   1979. 

2.  Make  a  contribution  now — 
this  month — through  your  local 
church  or  by  writing  directly  to: 

Brethren  Church  Properties,  Inc. 

524  College  Ave. 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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"My  Brother's 
Keeper" 


.The  90th  General  Conference  of 
the  Brethren  Church  will  be  held 
August  14-18,  1978,  in  the  Convoca- 
tion Center  on  the  Ashland  College 
campus,  Ashland,  Ohio.  The  theme 
for  this  year's  Conference  is  "My 
Brother's  Keeper,"  based  on  James 
2:14-16. 

The  Conference  program  includes 
special  speakers,  the  annual  Moder- 
ator's report  of  the  spiritual  state  of 
the  church,  business  meetings,  inspi- 
rational sessions,  workshops,  and 
meetings  of  the  denominational  aux- 
iliaries. This  annual  "family  reunion" 
of  the  brotherhood  will  also  provide 
ample  opportunity  for  the  Brethren 
to  fellowship  with  one  another. 


Concurrently  with  the  General 
Conference,  the  youth  of  the  denom- 
ination will  be  holding  their  annual 
BYC  Convention,  meeting  in  the 
Ashland  College  Little  Theatre. 

On  this  and  the  following  six 
pages,  you  will  find  a  preview  of  this 
year's  General  Conference.  Included 
are  program  highlights,  information 
about  the  featured  speakers,  an  intro- 
duction to  Conference  business,  a  run- 
down of  this  year's  workshops,  and 
other  helpful  information.  Also  in- 
cluded is  an  article  highlighting  the 
BYC  Convention. 

We  hope  that  you  will  find  this 
information  interesting  and  helpful 
as  we  approach  the  90th  General 
Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 


Program   Highlights 


Monday 

7:30  p.m. — Opening  Session:   "Do 
Brethren  Care?"  with  selections 
from  "Joy"  by  the  General 
Conference  Choir 

Tuesday 

8:30  a.m. — Moderator's  Address, 

by  Rev.  James  Black 
1:45  p.m. — Church  Growth  Models 
7:00  p.m. — Brethren  Missions 

Ministries 
8:10  p.m. — Inspirational  Missionary 

Hour,  with  Mr.  Waldron  Scott 

Wednesday 

8:30  a.m. — Inspirational  Hour, 

with  Dr.  Ronald  Sider 
12:15  p.m. — Fasting  Banquet, 

with  Dr.  Ronald  Sider 
1:45  p.m. — WMS  Public  Service, 

with  Karen  Mains 
4:00  p.m. — Workshops 
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7:00  p.m. — Ashland  Theological 

Seminary  Service 
8:10  p.m. — Ashland  College 

Centennial  Service,  with 

Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz 

Thursday 

8:30  a.m. — Inspirational  Hour, 
with  Dr.  Ronald  Sider 

1:45  p.m. — Laymen's  Public  Service 

4:00  p.m. — Workshops 

7:00  p.m. — Board  of  Christian 
Education  Service  featuring 
Summer  Crusaders  and  Interns' 
presentation  of  "Greater  Is  He" 

Friday 

8:30  a.m. — Inspirational  Hour, 

with  Dr.  Ronald  Sider 
4:00  p.m. — Workshops 
5:30  p.m. — Publishing  Company 

sponsored  All-Conference 

Banquet,  Mr.  Joseph  Bayly, 

speaker 
7:45  p.m. — Communion 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Dr.  Ronald  J.  Sider  speaker 
for  General  Conference 


Dr.  Ronald  J.  Sider  will  be  the 
featured  inspirational  speaker  at  the 
1978  General  Conference  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  He  will  present 
messages  daily  Wednesday  through 
Friday  at  8:30  a.m. 

Dr.  Sider  is  Associate  Professor 
of  Theology  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Brethren  in  Christ  Church. 

Sider  comes  to  the  Brethren  Con- 
ference well-qualified  to  speak  to  the 
Conference  theme,  "My  Brother's 
Keeper."  He  is  the  president  of  the 
executive  committee  of  Evangelicals 
for  Social  Action,  an  interracial  group 
of  social  justice  advocates  drawn 
from  evangelicals  across  the  country. 

He  has  also  authored  a  book,  Rich 
Christians  in  an  Age  of  Hunger:  A 
Biblical  Study,  in  which  he  substan- 
tiates the  biblical  basis  for  Christians 
to  be  concerned  and  active  in  dealing 
with  wealth,  property,  and  posses- 
sions. 

In  his  personal  life,  Sider  puts  into 
practice  his  concern  to  be  his  broth- 
er's keeper.  In  addition  to  his  involve- 
ments in  social  action  projects  aimed 
at  offering  better  opportunities  for 
the  oppressed  and  underprivileged, 
he  and  his  family  have  adopted  a 
simpler  lifestyle  which  enables  them 
to  share  more  with  others. 

Topics  of  Dr.  Sider's  three  morning 
messages  will  be  "Discipleship  and 
the  Poor,"  "World  Hunger  and  the 
Biblical  Idea  of  Structural  Evil,"  and 
"The  Church  as  Model  in  an  Age  of 
Hunger." 

In  addition  to  his  morning  mes- 
sages, Sider  will  also  be  leading 
three  workshops  on  topics  related  to 
these  morning  presentations.  These 
workshops  will  be  held  Wednesday 
through  Friday  at  4:00  p.m. 

Subjects  of  the  workshops  are 
"How  Can  We  Live  More  Simply  as 
Christian  Families?"  "Preaching  on 
Justice,"  and  "Restructuring  the 
Local  Congregation  for  an  Age  of 
Hunger." 

Dr.  Sider  is  also  scheduled  to  speak 
Wednesday  noon  at  the  Fasting  Ban- 
quet sponsored  by  the  World  Relief 
Board. 


Dr.  Ronald  J.  Sider 


Housing  Committee  requests 
pre-registration 

The  committee  on  Conference  hous- 
ing is  asking  that  Conference  attend- 
ers  pre-register  for  rooms  again  this 
year. 

Pre-registration  forms  are  being 
enclosed  in  the  Conference  Program 
Books,  which  are  being  mailed  to 
local  church  leaders  prior  to  General 
Conference.  Forms  are  also  being 
made  available  to  pastors  for  mem- 
bers of  their  congregations  who  may 
not  receive  a  program  book. 

Deadline  for  pre-registration  is 
August  1. 

Housing  will  again  be  in  Kem  and 
Amstutz  Halls.  The  cost  is  $4.25  per 
person  per  night  for  double  occu- 
pancy, $4.75  per  person  per  night 
single  occupancy,  and  35^  times  their 
age  per  night  for  children  under  11 
sharing  a  room  with  both  parents. 

Included  in  the  housing  fee  are 
sheets,  pillows  and  pillow  cases,  and 
towels,  but  not  blankets. 


CO 

ft 

ft 
-s 

8 


© 

3 


ft 

-< 
ft 

ft 
ft 


July  1978 


17 


Ik. 


8 

0© 

On 


Moderator  James 
"Let's  press  on!" 


"Let's  press  on  to  maturity  .  .  ."  (He- 
brews 6:1  NAS). 

I  don't  know  about  you,  but  I  am 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  our  gather- 
ing in  Ashland,  Ohio,  for  the  90th  General 
Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

It  has  been  a  busy  year  for  me  as 
moderator,  and  a  rewarding  year  that  I 
will  never  forget.  I  only  trust  that  I  have 
been  able  to  sense  the  direction  the  people 
would  like  to  move,  and — what  is  more 
important — to  sense  God's  direction  for  us. 

As  of  this  writing,  my  moderator's 
address  (Report  on  the  Spiritual  State  of 
the  Church)  is  far  from  complete.  I  have 
thoughts  in  mind  and  jottings  on  many 
yellow  sheets  of  paper,  but  nothing  in 
final  form.  I  will  attend  one  more  district 
conference  (Pennsylvania)  and  then  con- 
centrate on  completing  the  report.  I  have 
heard  from  and  talked  to  many  of  the 
Brethren  this  year,  and  I  do  believe  I  have 
observed  some  evidence  of  consensus.  If 
this  is  true,  the  passage  of  scripture  from 
Hebrews  6:1  will  serve  well  as  a  text,  for 
reasons  that  I  will  share. 

It  is  my  feeling  that  people  are  weary 
of  the  items  of  business  that  monopolize 
our  time  and  energy.  The  issue  of  rebap- 
tism  is  not  settled,  but  is,  in  reality,  the 
most  discussed  issue  of  our  church  today. 
Also,  there  is  a  concern,  in  the  interest 
of  better  stewardship  and  efficiency,  to 
see  some  reorganization. 

Something  else.  I  observe  with  great 
joy  an  increase  in  interest  in  "what's 
happening"  at  Ashland  College  and  Sem- 
inary. I  believe  people  are  encouraged  by 
the  apparent  "new  zeal"  at  the  college  and 
by  the  effort  being  put  forth  to  see  an 
increase  in  the  spirituality  of  the  college 
campus.  This  is  good.  Dr.  Arthur  Schultz 
is  facing  some  old  problems  squarely  and 
with  conviction.  The  Brethren  need  to 
know  this. 

All  of  this  to  say  that  my  recommenda- 
tions, at  this  point  at  least,  will  be  few 
and  simple.  Very  basically  they  will  just 
be  an  attempt  to  clear  the  board  and  get 
on  with  the  work  of  the  church. 

REBAPTISM:  Several  districts  have 
taken  action  encouraging  a  change  in  the 
Manual  of  Procedure  to  allow  previously 
baptized  (immersed)  Christians  to  be  re- 
ceived into  membership  in  the  Brethren 
Church.  This  will  be  introduced  again  this 
year,  and  I  will  encourage  such  action. 

REORGANIZATION:  The  Polity  Com- 
mittee will  have  a  new  proposal.  The  Cen- 
tral Council  Forward  Thrust  Committee 
and  the  Task  Force  dealing  with  the  role 


Black  says, 


Moderator  James  R.  Black 

and  function  of  the  General  Conference 
Moderator  have  provided  considerable  in- 
put, and  I  have  worked  with  these  people. 
The  recommendation  will  suggest  the 
dissolving  of  Central  Council  and  the 
General  Conference  Executive  Committee 
and  will  permit  the  General  Conference 
officers  to  function  as  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Brethren  Church. 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE/SEMINARY:  I 
will  urge  districts  and  churches  to  be- 
come more  prayerfully  involved.  Trustees 
MUST  BE  carefully  and  prayerfully 
selected.  Their  participation  in  the  making 
of  policy  is  essential.  I  will  encourage 
careful  selection  of  these  people,  and  I 
will  also  encourage  districts  to  make 
provision  for  travel  expenses  for  these 
trustees  to  insure  their  participation. 

At  this  time,  I  know  of  no  other  recom- 
mendations. I  believe  we  must  care  for 
the  business  at  hand  and  get  on  with  the 
great  work  of  the  church.  Good  things 
have  happened.  Good  things  are  happen- 
ing. You  need  to  know  about  them,  and  I 
will   share   them   with   you. 

Brethren,  it  is  time  to  "press  on  to 
maturity."  The  church  is  for  real,  the 
church  is  forever.  The  Brethren  have  a 
part  in  it  all.  Let's  get  to  it! 

See  you  at  General  Conference. 

Business  Sessions 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday — 

9:35  a.m.  and  2:50  p.m. 
Friday — 9:35  a.m.  and  1:45  p.m. 
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Karen  Burton  Mains  to  speak 
for  WMS  public  service 
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Mry.  Karen  Mains 


Conference  choir  to  sing 
for  opening  service 

The  theme  of  the  opening  service 
of  Conference,  Monday,  August  14, 
at  7:30  p.m.,  will  be  "Do  Brethren 
Care?" 

A  feature  of  this  service  will  be 
selections  from  the  musical  "Joy," 
to  be  sung  by  the  General  Conference 
choir. 

Brethren  of  all  ages  are  invited  to 
join  the  choir  and  sing  for  this  ser- 
vice. Rehearsal  will  be  from  6  to  7 
p.m.  on  August  14. 

If  you  are  interested  in  singing, 
write  to  Rev.  Brad  Weidenhamer, 
631  Buena  Vista,  Ashland,  Ohio 
44805,  and  he  will  send  you  music. 


Displays 


Displays  will  again  be  a  part  of  this 
year's   General   Conference. 

Dorman  Ronk  is  serving  as  coor- 
dinator of  the  displays,  which  will  be 
located  in  the  Convocation  Center. 
Groups  or  local  churches  desiring 
space  for  a  display  should  contact 
Mr.  Ronk  at  227  College  Avenue,  Ash- 
land, Ohio  44805,  before  General 
Conference. 


Karen  Burton  Mains  will  be  the 
inspirational  speaker  for  the  WMS 
public  service  on  Wednesday,  August 
16,  at  1:45  p.m. 

Mrs.  Mains  is  a  freelance  writer 
and  a  pastor's  wife  from  West 
Chicago,  111.  She  and  her  husband, 
David,  share  in  a  radio  ministry, 
Chapel  of  the  Air,  out  of  Wheaton, 
111. 

In  1976  the  David  C.  Cook  Co.  pub- 
lished Karen's  book,  Open  Heart, 
Open  Home.  In  this  book  Karen  ex- 
plains how  her  readers  can  find  joy 
in  sharing  their  homes  with  others. 

True  hospitality,  according  to  Mrs. 
Mains,  is  the  opposite  of  entertain- 
ing. Hospitality  has  little  to  do  with 
finery  and  prestige  and  everything 
to  do  with  people. 

Mrs.  Main's  insight  into  hospitality 
should  enable  her  to  relate  her  mes- 
sage well  to  this  year's  WMS  Confer- 
ence theme,  "Fostering  Our  Father's 
Family."  According  to  Judi  Gentle, 
WMS  Vice  President,  "Mrs.  Main's 
life  is  very  definitely  dedicated  to 
meeting  the  needs  of  others." 

"Each  person  in  attendance  at  this 
year's  Conference  will  want  to  make 
the  WMS  inspirational  hour  a  prior- 
ity," says  Mrs.  Gentle.  "Join  with  us 
as  Karen  Mains  shares  her  message 
from  the  Lord." 


Auxiliary   Highlights 

Auxiliaries  will  meet  daily  at 
11:00  a.m. 

Ministerial  Association 

Wednesday — Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
Thursday — David  Loi 
Friday — John  Guli 

Laymen 

Thursday — Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
Friday — Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz 

WMS 

Tuesday — President's  Challenge 
Wednesday — Thank  Offering 
Friday — Luncheon   ("Cultivating 

Florida  Fellowships")   and 

Project  Ingathering 
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Mr.  Joseph  Bayly 
at  All-Conference 


A  special  feature  of  this  year's 
Conference  will  be  the  All-Confer- 
ence Banquet,  Friday  evening,  Au- 
gust 18,  at  5:30  p.m. 

This  banquet  will  be  an  anniversary 
party,  celebrating  the  100th  year  of 
the  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Speaker  for  the  celebration  will 
be  Mr.  Joseph  Bayly,  Vice  President 
of  the  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co. 
and  author  of  six  books. 

Bayly's  best  known  books  are 
Gospel  Blimp  and  View  From  a 
Hearse.  His  other  books  include 
Psalms  of  My  Life,  What  About 
Horoscopes?,  How  Silently,  How 
Silently,  and  the  recently  released 
Heaven. 

Before  coming  to  David  C.  Cook 
Co.,  Bayly  spent  16  years  on  the  staff 
of    Inter-Varsity    Christian    Fellow- 


will  speak 
Banquet 


ship.  From  1952  to  1960  he  edited 
HIS  magazine  and  headed  Inter- 
Varsity  Press. 

At  present  Bayly  writes  a  monthly 
column  for  Eternity  magazine,  of 
which  he  is  a  consulting  editor.  He  is 
also  a  frequent  speaker  at  confer- 
ences and  seminars. 

Special  music  for  the  Conference 
Banquet  will  be  presented  by  Har- 
mony, a  Christian  singing  group  from 
the  Ashland  area  directed  by  Jeff 
Lentz. 

The  banquet  will  also  provide  an 
opportunity  for  Christian  fellowship 
around  the  banquet  tables. 

Cost  of  the  banquet,  including  the 
program,  is  $5.95.  Reservations  may 
be  made  by  mail  or  at  General  Con- 
ference. Deadline  for  reservations  is 
noon  Wednesday,  August  16. 


Conference    workshops    planned 


A  variety  of  workshops  will  be 
available  at  this  year's  General  Con- 
ference. "How  to  Minister  to  People 
in  Grief,"  "How  to  Promote  Missions 
in  the  Local  Church,"  "How  Can  We 
Live  More  Simply  as  Christian  Fam- 
ilies?" and  "Sew- What?"  are  just  a 
few  of  the  subjects  to  be  considered. 

The  time  for  the  workshops  will  be 
4:00  p.m.  daily,  Wednesday  through 
Friday. 

The  Missionary  Board  is  sponsor- 
ing five  workshops.  Arden  Gilmer 
will  lead  discussions  on  "New  Devel- 
opments in  Brethren  Home  Missions" 
and  on  "Planning  for  Church  Growth 
in  the  Local  Church  (Parts  I  and 
II)."  Virgil  Ingraham  will  consider 
"How  to  Promote  Missions  in  the 
Local  Church"  and  "Will  the  State 
Make  Your  Will?" 

Dr.  Ronald  Sider,  the  Conference 
inspirational  speaker,  will  be  present- 
ing three  workshops.  His  topics  are 
"How  Can  We  Live  More  Simply  as 
Christian  Families?"  "Preaching  on 
Justice"  (ways  to  encourage  congre- 


gations to  work  biblically  for  jus- 
tice), and  "Restructuring  the  Local 
Congregation  for  an  Age  of  Hunger." 
Sider's  workshops  are  sponsored  by 
the  Conference  Executive  Committee. 

"How  to  Minister  to  People  in 
Grief"  will  be  the  subject  of  two 
workshops  by  Joseph  Bayly,  spon- 
sored by  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company.  Mr.  Bayly,  author  of  View 
From  a  Hearse,  has  held  seminars  on 
death  and  dying  for  medical  doctors 
and  nurses,  hospital  chaplains,  and 
clergymen. 

The  national  Board  of  Christian 
Education  is  sponsoring  three  work- 
shops. Rev.  Norman  Long  will  deal 
with  "Discipleship,"  Rev.  James  Sluss 
will  look  at  "Family  Life,"  and  Mrs. 
Elma  Delagrange  and  Rev.  Charles 
Wiltrout  will  consider  "Youth  Min- 
istry." 

The  WMS  is  sponsoring  "Sew- 
What?"  In  this  workshop,  Mrs. 
Charles  Munson  will  lead  a  discussion 
on  ways  to  be  of  service  to  World 
Relief  and  to  Brethren  nursing  homes. 
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Juan  Carlos  Miranda  will  be 
BYC  Convention  speaker 


The  National  BYC  Convention  will 
be  enriched  by  a  series  of  inspiration- 
al messages  presented  by  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda,  former  Brethren  missionary 
to  Argentina.  Rev.  Miranda  is  now 
on  special  assignment  with  the  Fuller 
Evangelistic  Association,  Pasadena, 
California. 

For  the  last  two  years,  Rev. 
Miranda  has  worked  extensively  in 
Latin  America,  assisting  evangelicals 
of  many  denominations  in  the  devel- 
opment of  evangelistic  and  church 
growth  strategies.  He  has  also  com- 
pleted most  of  the  required  studies 
for  the  Doctor  of  Ministries  degree 
at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary. 

In  addition  to  his  four  inspirational 
messages  to  the  Convention  (2:00- 
2:45  p.m.,  Tuesday-Friday),  Rev. 
Miranda  will  present  brief  vesper 
programs  Tuesday-Thursday  at  9:30 
p.m.  highlighting  his  work  and  the 
challenge  of  Latin  American  mis- 
sions. These  vesper  programs  will 
feature  recent  slides  of  the  Latin 
work.  Conference  goers  of  all  ages 
are  urged  to  attend  these  evening 
programs. 

Other  highlights  of  the  Convention 
will  include  the  National  BYC  "Any- 


i  m  1 

luan  Carlos  Miranda 


thing  Goes"  competition  (four  daily 
segments,  complete  with  a  band),  the 
Ashland  College  Centennial  service, 
the  Summer  Crusader/Interns'  pres- 
entation of  "Greater  Is  He,"  and 
BYC  communion. 

All  Brethren  youth  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend — whether  as  dele- 
gates or  guests  of  the  Convention. 


ICL  Clinic  to  precede  General  Conference 


The  Board  of  Christian  Education 
has  scheduled  an  International  Center 
for  Learning  (ICL)  Clinic  for.  Au- 
gust 14,  1978,  the  day  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  1978  General  Confer- 
ence. This  important  teacher  training 
opportunity  will  be  held  at  the  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

The  ICL  Seminar  which  was  held 
just  before  the  1975  General  Confer- 
ence was  very  well  received.  Many 
felt  it  set  a  fine  tone  for  the  entire 
Conference. 

This  year  four  courses  will  be 
offered:  Early  Childhood  (Birth  to 
5  Years),  Children  (Grades  1-6), 
Youth  (Grades  7-12),  and  Adult 
(Age  18  and  over).  The  sessions  will 
run  from  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  (with 


a  break  for  lunch) ;  the  cost  will  be 
$16.00  for  ABCT  members  and  $18.00 
for  all  others. 

In  order  for  you  to  take  advantage 
of  this  concentrated  presentation  of 
new  teaching  ideas,  methods,  and 
materials,  your  registration  should  be 
received  at  the  BCE  office  by  August 
4.  Registration  forms  and  promo- 
tional brochures  have  been  sent  to 
each  pastor,  so  be  sure  to  register 
soon. 

The  content  of  this  year's  ICL 
clinic  is  excellent,  and  your  church 
will  benefit  from  having  teaching 
staff  from  every  level  involved. 

If  you  need  more  information, 
please  contact  the  BCE,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 
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Waldron  Scott  wi 
missions  speaker 


Waldron  Scott  will  be  the  missions 
speaker  for  the  Inspirational  Mis- 
sionary Hour  from  8:10  to  9:10  on 
Tuesday  evening  of  General  Confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Scott  is  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  World  Evangelical  Fellowship 
(WEF),  an  organization  which  seeks 
to  unite  Christians  of  every  nation 
and  denomination  for  the  fellowship, 
defense,  confirmation,  and  further- 
ance of  the  gospel. 

Before  assuming  leadership  of 
WEF,  Mr.  Scott  was  international 
field  director  of  the  Navigators.  Dur- 
ing his  years  with  the  Navigators,  he 
pioneered  their  ministry  in  the  Middle 
East,  directed  their  work  in  Asia, 
and  represented  them  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

"Scotty" — as  he  is  widely  known 
—is  listed  in  Who's  Who  (USA),  the 
International  Dictionary  of  Biogra- 
phy (London),  and  Men  of  Achieve- 
ment (Cambridge).  He  is  a  constant 
traveler  and  has  logged  over  one 
million  miles  of  air  travel — the  equi- 
valent of  40  times  around  the  globe. 

The  Inspirational  Missionary  Hour 
will  be  the  second  part  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board  presentation  on  Tuesday 
evening  of  Conference.  From  7:00  to 
8:00  the  Board  will  present  Brethren 
Missions  Ministries,  highlighting  the 
work  of  Brethren  World  and  Home 
Missions. 

During  the  Home  Missions  seg- 
ment,  Home  Missions   pastors   Dale 


Mr.    Waldron  Scott 


RuLon  and  Keith  Bennett  will  give 
a  progress  report  on  Operation  Im- 
pact. 

The  World  Missions  segment  will 
feature  appearances  by  Malaysian 
missionaries  David  and  Jenny  Loi 
and  Nigerian  churchman  John  Guli, 
and  a  report  by  Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
of  his  Hispanic  ministry  with  the 
Fuller  Evangelistic  Association. 

During  the  Inspirational  Hour,  the 
General  Conference  Mission  Offering 
will  be  received.  This  offering  will  go 
toward  the  continuation  of  Operation 
Impact. 


1978  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 


August   14-18 
Ashland,   Ohio 
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UPDATE 


news   from   the   Brethren   Church 


The  interior  design  of  the  new  Winding  Waters  sanctuary  reflects  the  theology  of  the  church.  Its 
lines  lift  one  upward  to  the  praise  of  God,  while  the  semi-circular  seating  adds  the  warmth  of  a  family 
drawn   together  in   openness  and  acceptance.  ' 

Winding  Waters  completes  new  sanctuary 


Elkhart,  Ind.— On  Sunday  afternoon,  May  21,  1978, 
the  congregation  of  the  Winding  Waters  Brethren 
Church  celebrated  the  capturing  of  a  dream  with 
the  dedication  of  its  newly  completed  sanctuary. 

Since  1S64,  when  ground  was  broken  for  their 
first  sanctuary,  the  members  have  had  a  vision  for 
a  larger  worship  area.  The  completion  of  their 
new  sanctuary  is  the  realization  of  this  vision. 

Dr.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  presented  the  dedica- 
tory address  for  the  dedication  service.  Special 
music  was  provided  by  the  Camerata  Singers  and 
by  Mrs.  Holly  Finks. 

The  design  for  the  new  Winding  Waters  sanc- 
tuary— with  its  rough  beams  and  high  cathedral 
ceiling — is  from  the  Old  World,  reflecting  the 
beginning  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Schwarzenau, 
Germany.  The  interior  lines  of  the  building  lift 
the  mind  of  the  worshiper  upward  to  the  praise 
of  God  for  His  greatness.  At  the  same  time,  the 
semi-circular  seating  adds  the  warmth  of  a  fam- 
ily  drawn   together   in   openness   and   acceptance. 

Several  special  features  were  included  in  the 
building.  A  large  cross  hangs  at  the  front  of  the 
sanctuary.  The  cross  was  made  from  hand-hewn 
barn  beams  over  100  years  old  donated  by  Mrs. 
Trella  Baum.  The  chandeliers  were  designed  and 
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assembled  by  the  men  of  the  church.  A  circle  in 
the  brick  above  the  alter  is  symbolic  of  God's 
encompassing  love.  And  a  fountain  in  the  narthex, 
given  in  memory  of  Rev.  Ralph  Rarich,  sym- 
bolizes God's  presence  yesterday,  today,  and 
forever. 

The  new  sanctuary  will  seat  approximately  500 
people.  The  building  also  houses  new  offices,  a 
reception  area,  narthex,  and  a  small  balcony. 

The  former  sanctuary  is  to  be  remodeled  into  a 
fellowship  hall,  recreation  area,  and  church  school 
rooms. 

Rev.  Frederick  J.  Finks  is  pastor  of  the  Winding 
Waters  Brethren  Church.  He  came  to  the  church 
in  1972. 


Bits   'n 


The   high   school  graduates  of  the  Flora  First 

Brethren  Church  were  honored  at  a  breakfast  on 
Sunday  morning,  April  23,  in  the  church  parlors. 
The  breakfast  was  served  by  the  deacon  board  of 
the  church.  Each  of  the  graduates  was  presented 
a  Bible. 
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Indiana  District  Conference  highlights 


The  ninety-first  conference  of  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict met  at  Shipshewana,  Indiana,  on  June  15-17, 
1978.  Following  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  this 
conference. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Indiana  Pastor/Wives 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Rodney  Thomas, 
presented  a  short  concert  of  special  music.  Rev. 
St.  Clair  Benshoff  was  the  pianist  for  the  group. 

Following  the  choir  presentation,  Rev.  Alvin 
Shifflett,  Indiana  District  Moderator,  presented 
his  challenging  address.  He  challenged  the  church- 
es to  harder  work  in  presenting  the  gospel  to  the 
lost  in   our  communities. 

The  WMS  also  presented  their  inspirational  ser- 
vice on  Thursday  evening.  This  service  featured 
the  Flora  Community  Choir,  directed  by  Mr.  Joe 
Spence,  which  presented  a  concert  of  sacred  music. 
Four  members  of  this  choir  are  from  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Flora. 

The  All-Conference  Banquet  was  held  on  Friday 
at  the  Das  Dutchman  Essenhaus,  with  some  140  in 
attendance.  Dr.  Donald  Rinehart,  the  guest  speak- 
er, presented  a  message  on  the  importance  of 
family  life. 

Following  the  banquet,  the  Laymen  presented 
their  inspirational  service.  The  program,  presented 
by  a  group  known  as  "The  Gospels  Speak,"  cen- 
tered on  the  writers  of  the  four  Gospels.  Four  men 
representing    Matthew,    Mark,    Luke,    and    John 


constituted  a  panel  that  answered  questions  pre- 
sented to  it  by  a  narrator.  These  questions  were 
based  on  the  life  of  Jesus.  The  men  who  make  up 
"The  Gospels  Speak"  are  from  the  South  Bend 
area  and  have  presented  this  program  over  80 
times  within  the  past  few  years. 

Saturday  morning  was  devoted  to  business  only. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  item  of  business  was 
consideration  of  the  moderator's  recommendation 
urging  the  approval  of  the  "Ohio  Statement" 
memorial  on  baptism.  This  "statement"  (which 
reaffirms  the  Brethren  practice  of  triune  immer- 
sion for  new  converts  of  the  Brethren  Church,  but 
which  gives  individual  congregations  the  option  to 
receive  into  their  membership  persons  who  re- 
affirm their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior,  who 
have  been  previously  baptized  by  believer's  im- 
mersion, and  who  evidence  a  personal  faith  and 
walk  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord)  was  approved  by 
the  conference. 

The  business  session  also  included  the  election 
of  officers.  Officers  elected  for  the  year  of  1979 
are  as  follows :  Moderator  —  Elder  Marlin  Mc- 
Cann;  Moderator-Elect  —  Elder  Claude  Stogsdill; 
Secretary-Treasurer — Elder  Gerald  Barr;  Assistant 
Secretary-Treasurer — Elder  Ralph  Gibson;  Statis- 
tician— Elder  John  Shultz. 

— Spencer  Gentle 
Secretary -Treasurer 


Up  and  Coming  .  .  . 

...  in  the  Brethren  Evangelist 

The  August  Brethren  Evangelist  will  be  special — 
the   100th   anniversary   issue   of  the  magazine. 

Additional  copies  of  this  issue  will  be  available 
in  limited  supply   at  $1.50  each. 

Because  our  centennial  celebration  will  be  held 
during  General  Conference  week,  this  special 
issue  will  not  be  mailed  until  August  14,  to  coin- 
cide with  the  opening  of  Conference. 

The  September  issue  will  be  devoted  entirely 
to  a  report  of  the  1978  General  Conference. 

In  October  we  will  resume  our  normal  schedule, 
with  all  our  regular  features. 


Membership  Growth 

Sarasota:     2  by  baptism 

North  Manchester:     2  by  letter 

Loree:     2  by  baptism 


Flora  BYC  travels  to  Lost  Creek 

Flora,  Ind. — Fourteen  members  of  the  Senior  BYC 
of  the  Flora  First  Brethren  Church  made  a  week- 
end trip  to  Lost  Creek,  Ky.,  June  2-4.  The  purpose 
of  the  trip  was  to  deliver  used  clothing  and  other 
items  to  Riverside  Christian  Training  School  and 
to  do  clean-up  and  repair  work  at  the  school. 

To  help  pay  for  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  the 
youth  had  had  a  car  wash,  from  which  they  made 
$135,  and  a  chili  supper,  which  brought  in  $300. 
Of  this  money,  the  youth  gave  $25.00  to  the  Flora 
church  offering. 

The  clothing  which  the  youth  delivered  to  River- 
side had  been  collected  by  the  Flora  WMS  No. 
1  and  2  groups  as  a  part  of  their  WMS  goals. 
Twenty-seven  boxes  of  used  clothing  were  deliv- 
ered. The  youth  also  took  religious  materials  (such 
as  used  Sunday  school  quarterlies)  and  1040  Camp- 
bell soup  and  pork  and  beans  labels  to  Riverside. 
The  labels  will  be  used  by  the  school  to  obtain 
audio-visual  equipment. 

Accompanying  the  youth  on  their  trip  were 
Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor  of  the  Flora  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  the  youth  sponsors,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Clingenpeel  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Geaslen. 
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Robert  DiUard,  Jr. 


Leroy  Solomon 


Robert   DiUard   ordained 

Sarasota,  Fla. — Robert  D.  DiUard,  Jr.,  was  or- 
dained into  the  Christian  ministry  at  the  Sarasota 
First  Brethren  Church  on  June  25,  1978. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Hamel,  pastor  of  the  Sarasota  Church, 
preached  the  ordination  sermon,  "The  Divine 
Prerequisites  of  a  Preacher,"  based  on  Galatians 
1:15-16. 

Rev.  Russell  Gordon,  Rev.  Keith  Bennett,  Rev. 
Dale  RuLon,  Rev.  Phil  Lersch,  and  Rev.  Howard 
Yohe  also  took  part  in  the  service  of  ordination. 

Mr.  Russell  Yoder,  moderator,  read  the  action 
of  the  Sarasota  Church  calling  for  ordination. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  a  men's  quartet 
composed  of  Scott  Dillard,  Russell  Yoder,  Russell 
Robbins,  and  Nelson  Yoder. 

Robert  D.  Dillard,  Jr.,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Dillard  of  Sarasota.  Robert,  Jr.,  was  born 
February  9,  1954,  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  later 
moving  with  his  family  to  Sarasota. 

Robert  attended  Sarasota  High  School,  grad- 
uating in  1972.  In  high  school  he  was  a  member 
of  the  National  Honor  Society  anck  was  named  to 
the  sixth  annual  edition  of  "Who's  Who  Among 
High  School  Students."  He  also  received  a  National 
Merit   Scholarship   award. 

While  attending  Florida  State  University,  Robert 
served  two  summers  (1973  and  1974)  as  assistant 
pastor  at  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 
Robert  received  his  B.A.  degree  from  Florida 
State  University  in  1975. 

From  1975  to  1978  Robert  attended  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  receiving  his  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  on  June  10  of  this  year.  While  in 
seminary  he  served  one  year  as  pastor  of  the 
Williamstown  Brethren  Church. 

Since  September  6,  1975,  Robert  has  been 
married  to  Juanita  K.  Metzler,  also  of  Sarasota. 
Juanita  is  a  registered  nurse. 

On  June  26th,  Rev.  Robert  Dillard  assumed  the 
position  of  assistant  pastor  of  the  Sarasota 
Brethren  Church. 


Leroy  Solomon  new  elder 

Ashland,  Ohio — Leroy  A.  Solomon  was  ordained 
into  the  Christian  ministry  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
June  11.  The  service  of  ordination  was  held  in  the 
Ronk  Memorial  Chapel  of  the  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Rev.  George  Solomon,  father  of  the  new  min- 
ister, presented  the  ordination  sermon.  Other 
Brethren  ministers  participating  in  the  service 
were  Joseph  Shultz,  Delbert  Flora,  Jerry  Flora, 
Eugene  Beekley,   and  Charles  Munson. 

The  action  of  the  church  calling  for  ordination 
was  read  by  Mr.  Ralph  Hurley,  moderator  of  the 
Gretna  Brethren  Church. 

Joan  Ronk  played  the  prelude  and  postlude  for 
the  service,  and  Shirley  McPherson  presented  a 
vocal  solo  accompanied  by  Peg  Swonguer. 

Leroy  Solomon  was  born  in  Uniontown,  Pa., 
July  21,  1950.  Shortly  thereafter,  his  parents,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  George  Solomon,  moved  to  Ashland,  Ohio, 
were  Leroy's  father  began  to  prepare  for  the 
Brethren  ministry. 

Leroy  was  graduated  from  Ashland  High  School 
in  1968,  and  he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
from  Ashland  College  in  1972.  From  1972  to  1974 
he  served  in  the  United  States  Army,  stationed  in 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  Army,  Leroy 
worked  for  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company,  at 
which  time  he  felt  the  Lord's  call  to  the  full-time 
Christian  ministry.  Upon  answering  God's  call, 
Leroy  entered  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in 
1975.  He  received  his  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  seminary  on  June  10,  the  day  before 
his  ordination. 

While  in  seminary  Leroy  served  one  and  one- 
half  years  as  the  associate  pastor  of  the  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church.  Last  October  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church,  located 
near  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Since  1971  Leroy  has  been  married  to  the  form- 
er Jane  Welsh  of  Ashland.  Jane  is  a  1971  graduate 
of  Ashland  College  and  has  taught  in  public 
schools  for  seven  years. 

Rev.  Leroy  Solomon  will  continue  to  serve  as 
the  pastor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church. 


Annual  Corporation  Meeting 

The  annual  corporation  meeting  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  will  be  held  Wednesday, 
August  16,  during  the  2:50  p.m.  (EDT)  business 
session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  John  C. 
Myers  Convocation  Center,  Ashland  College,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

Delegates  to  the  General  Conference  constitute 
the  membership  of  the  corporation. 

— W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  President 
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Louisville  Youth  perform 
drama  of  Job 


Louisville,  Ohio — The  winter  project  of  the  Senior 
High  Youth  of  the  Louisville  Brethren  Church 
was  to  study,  discuss,  analyze,  and  write  a  script 
for  a  dramatic  presentation  of  the  Book  of  Job. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Miss  Joan  McAlister  and 
Pastor  Charles  Lowmaster,  the  youth  worked  from 
October  through  March  to  prepare  and  edit  the 
script.  Every  effort  was  made  to  preserve  the  de- 
tails of  the  various  arguments  and  conversations 
of  Job  and  his  friends.  The  youth  tried  also  to 
capture  the  emotion,  the  spirit,  and  the  color  of 
the  dialogue.  The  result  was  a  dramatic  production 
which  they  entitled  "Joe." 

There  were  some  real  challenges  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  play.  First  was  the  problem  that  all 
the  characters  in  the  Book  of  Job  are  men  and 
all  the  youth  were  girls.  This  was  overcome  by 
renaming  the  characters.  Job  was  renamed  "Joe," 
Eliphaz  became  "Ellie,"  Bildad  was  changed  to 
"Billie,"  Zophar  became  "Sophie,"  and  Elihu  was 
renamed  "Liza." 

The  second  challenge  was  how  to  create  action 
and  to  remove  the  apathy  created  by  the  extremely 
long  individual  speeches.  This  was  done  by  creat- 
ing a  dual-stage  arrangement  by  which  movement 


from  one  scene  to  another  could  be  accomplished 
in  a  matter  of  seconds.  The  introduction  of  a 
narrator  and  the  placing  of  the  whole  drama  within 
the  context  of  a  conversation  between  two  youth 
from  the  "First  Bapterionist  Brethrenite"  Church 
also  added  action  and  interest.  Scenes  alternated 
between  a  street  scene,  a  scene  in  heaven,  and  one 
in  a  room  at  the  "Hospital  of  Mercy"  in  the  City 
of  Uz. 

The  third  challenge  was  how  to  produce  the  play 
with  only  six  people,  which  included  the  pastor 
and  Miss  McAlister.  The  youth  overcame  this  by 
asking  the  assistance  of  the  Junior  High  Youth, 
who  were  engaged  in  a  Serendipity  module  in 
their  youth  program.  (They  had  also  presented  a 
play  and  public  service  in  November.  They  are 
led  by  Mrs.  Charles  (Kay)  Singer  and  Mrs.  Bill 
(Jolene)  Kindler.)  They  all  agreed,  and  the  play 
was  cast. 

Several  weeks  of  preparation  and  practice  fol- 
lowed. Practices  were  held  two  nights  per  week. 

The  play  was  presented  on  two  Sunday  evenings, 
April  23  and  30.  The  cast  of  characters  was  as 
follows:  Chris  —  Shari  Clapper;  Jean  —  Sharon 
Kindler;    God  —  April   Lowmaster;    Satan  —  Mary 
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Hospital  of  Mercy  in  the  city  of  Uz,  Joe  (Becki  Lowmaster,  on  bed)  is  "comforted"  by  her 
,  Liza  (Joan  McAlister,  at  left),  Billie  (Paula  Clapper,  center),  Sophie  (Connie  Sweitzert  2nd 
and  Ellie  (Cindy  Morris,  right). 
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Clapper;  Joe  —  Becki  Lowmaster;  Ellie  —  Cindy 
Morris;  Billie  —  Paula  Clapper;  Sophie  —  Connie 
Sweitzer;  "Little  man"  —  Bonnie  Kolm;  Liza  — 
Miss  Joan  McAlister;  Technician — Karla  Singer. 
The  directors  were  Charles  Lowmaster  and  Joan 
McAlister. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  Chapter  14  of 
Job  as  the  youth  saw  it  in  "Joe": 

"Just  as  sure  as  you  are  born,  you  know  you 
are  going  to  get  into  trouble  in  this  world.  We 
don't  live  very  long  to  begin  with.  But  even  so  He 
sets  many  obstacles  in  our  way.  Since  we  don't 
have  very  long  to  live,  why  can't  He  just  look  the 
other  way  and  let  us  enjoy  ourselves? 

"Even  a  tree  when  it  is  cut  down  can  grow  again 
through  a  new  shoot.  But  when  a  man  'kicks  the 
bucket'  the  water  is  spilled  and  it  isn't  filled 
again!!  I  wish  God  would  put  me  in  the  grave 
until  His  temper  cools  off  and  then  set  me  a  time 
for  my  hearing.  I  would  wait  all  my  life  for  this 
opportunity.  When  you  call  my  name  from  the 
court  list,  I  would  say,  'Present!'  When  you  got 
done  with  your  investigation  of  my  case,  you 
would  have  to  declare  me  innocent! 

"But  like  mountains  that  get  worn  down  and 
worn  away,  so  is  the  hope  of  man  destroyed.  You 
keep  picking  at  him  until  he  knows  nothing  but 
his  own  misery  and  loneliness." 

The  youth  concluded  their  regular  winter  pro- 
gram with  a  banquet  at  the  York  Steak  House 
on  Thursday,  May  18.  Those  who  have  been  active 
in  the  youth  program  are  those  who  all  participat- 
ed in  the  play.  Louisville  Church  appreciates  their 
faithfulness  and  enthusiasm. 

— Rev.   Charles  Lowmaster 


In  Any  town,  USA,  Chris  (Shari  Clapper,  left)  and 
Jean  (Sharon  Kindler),  of  the  Bapterionist  Brethrenite 
Church,  discuss  the  tragedy  of  Joe. 


Church  planting  seminar 
aids  Medina  work 

Ashland,  Ohio — Four  Brethren  men  were  among 
eight  students  who  participated  in  a  "Church 
Planting  Seminar"  offered  by  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  during  its  spring  term. 

Taught  by  Professor  Charles  R.  Munson  and 
Rev.  Arden  E.  Gilmer,  Director  of  Home  Missions, 
the  seminar  dealt  with  the  principles  and  methods 
involved  in  starting  a  new  church. 

Though  reading  and  classroom  lectures  and  dis- 
cussion were  a  part  of  the  seminar,  the  students 
also  spent  time  in  door-to-door  visitation  and  in 
developing  practical  projects. 

Medina,  Ohio,  (where  the  Ohio  District  is  start- 
ing a  new  church)  provided  the  arena  for  the 
practical  experience.  On  several  occasions  the  en- 
tire class  traveled  to  Medina  and  spent  the  after- 
noon in  door-to-door  visitation,  distributing  a  bro- 
chure about  the  new  Brethren  ministry  and  finding 
prospects  for  the  new  church.  During  these  times 
the  men  knocked  on  1043  different  doors.  Some 
of  the  men  also  conducted  a  telephone  survey, 
through  which  95  contacts  were  made.  By  these 
means  most  of  the  newer  sections  of  Medina  were 
covered.  On  June  23  a  follow-up  mailing  was  sent 
to  all  of  the  prospects  generated  by  these  contacts. 

For  their  projects,  two  of  the  men — Robert 
Dillard  and  Mark  Baker — developed  a  ten-week 
newspaper  advertising  program  for  the  new 
Medina  church.  Looking  to  the  future,  two  other 
men  completed  General  Area  Surveys  designed 
to  locate  other  possible  areas  for  planting  a  Breth- 
ren Church.  Charles  Beekley  surveyed  the  Toledo, 
Ohio,  area,  and  Ken  Hunn  surveyed  the  South 
Bend-Mishawaka  area  of  Indiana. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  efforts  of  these  men. 
Though  the  seminar  was  a  learning  experience  for 
them,  they  made  a  valuable  contribution  to  laying 
the   foundation   for   a   new   Brethren    church. 

—Arden  E.  Gilmer 


Gratis  honors  senior  citizens 

Gratis,  Ohio — A  banquet  honoring  the  senior  citi- 
zens of  the  Gratis  First  Brethren  Church  was  held 
on  Sunday,  June  4.  Eighteen  senior  citizens  of 
the  church  were  the  honored  guests  at  the  carry- 
in  dinner. 

Tables  for  the  banquet  were  beautifully  decor- 
ated using  antique  household  items. 

In  the  program  that  followed  the  banquet,  all 
age  groups  were  represented.  The  program  in- 
cluded an  appearance  by  Charlie  Brown  and  Lucy, 
a  panel  of  the  "Fibbers'  Club"  from  the  young 
married  people's  class,  and  a  hymn  by  one  of  the 
senior  citizens. 

A  favorite  verse  of  each  honored  guest  was  also 
read,  and  each  of  the  honored  guests  was  presented 
a  white  carnation.  A  hymn  sing-along  closed  the 
program. 
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ABCT  Roundup 


Ready  to  board  their  private  flight  to  the  Central 
District  ABCT  seminar  are  seminar  personnel  Norma 
Waters,  Alberta  Holsinger,  Richard  Allison,  Brad 
Weidenhamer,  and  Fred  Burkey.  Pilot  Robert  Kropf 
from  Goshen  is  on  the  right. 


Nigerian  Church  Secretary 
visits  Brethren  churches 

Ashland,  Ohio — Rev.  Wasinda  Mshelia,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Nigeria,  spoke  in  several  Brethren  churches  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana  during  the  week  of  June  11-17. 
He  also  visited  the  Brethren  national  offices  in 
Ashland  and  Ashland  College  and  Seminary. 

Rev.  Mshelia  is  one  of  two  Nigerian  churchmen 
making  a  10-week  fraternal  visit  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  United  States.  Both  men  are 
traveling  extensively  in  the  U.S.,  speaking  to 
congregations  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Rev. 
Mshelia  was  also  given  this  opportunity  to  visit 
several  Brethren  churches. 

According  to  Rev.  Mshelia,  the  Nigerian  Church 
of  the  Brethren  (which  has  received  both  mission- 
aries and  financial  support  from  the  Brethren 
Church)  now  has  64  local  churches  and  a  total 
membership  of  approximately  30,000.  Attendance 
at  Sunday  morning  worship  services  runs  around 
60,000,  or  twice  the  membership  of  the  church. 

He  also  noted  that  the  task  of  evangelism  is  far 
from  finished  in  Nigeria.  Only  34  percent  of  the 
population  is  Christian.  Muslims  make  up  49  per- 
cent of  the  population,  and  17  percent  of  the  peo- 
ple  still   follow   the   African   traditional   religions. 

Rev.  Mshelia  brought  greetings  to  the  Brethren 
Church  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Nigeria.  He  also  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the 
Nigerian  Christians  for  the  missionaries  the  Breth- 
ren Church  has  sent  to  Nigeria  and  for  the  finan- 
cial and  prayer  support  the  Brethren  Church  has 
provided. 


Ashland,  Ohio — In  August,  the  Association  of 
Brethren  Church  Teachers  will  celebrate  its  first 
birthday.  In  the  space  of  less  than  a  year,  ABCT 
has  grown  to  a  membership  of  about  400  pastors, 
teachers,  superintendents,  and  youth  leaders  from 
Delaware  to  California! 

The  first  round  of  training  seminars  is  now 
history.  The  Board  of  Christian  Education  (BCE) 
was  pleased  to  have  357  participants  representing 
fifty-one  churches  and  five  districts  in  these  sem- 
inars. The  highest  attendances  from  individual 
churches  were:  St.  James,  Md.,  twenty-four;  Lan- 
ark, 111.,  and  Ardmore,  Ind.,  eighteen. 

From  these  general  or  basic  seminars  (chil- 
dren's ministry,  youth  ministry,  adult  ministry, 
and  administration),  the  BCE  intends  to  move  to 
more  specific  topics  in  "Round  Two."  The  dates 
and  topics  of  Round  Two  (1979)  will  be  announced 
shortly  after  General  Conference. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  is  delighted 
with  the  overall  response  of  Brethren  Christian 
educators  to  ABCT  and  the  seminars.  Numerous 
members  have  commented  affirmatively  on  the 
"ABCT  Newsletter"  and  KEY  Magazine.  Hopefully 
the  Association  will  be  able  to  offer  added  mem- 
bership benefits  in  the  future. 

The  major  concern  of  the  BCE  and  ABCT  is 
making  Christian  disciples.  Should  you  have  sug- 
gestions as  to  how  ABCT  can  better  assist  you 
in  your  educational  or  youth  ministry,  please 
contact  the  BCE. 


Waterloo    holds    starvation    dinner 

Waterloo,  Iowa— On  April  16,  1978,  the  Waterloo 
First  Brethren  Church  held  a  "starvation  dinner" 
and  a  "cup  of  cold  water"  service.  The  purpose 
was  to  identify  in  some  small  way  with  people  in 
the  world  who  go  hungry  each  day. 

On  the  day  of  the  dinner,  the  people  of  the 
church  were  encouraged  not  to  eat  breakfast  or 
lunch,  and  to  come  to  church  for  the  evening  meal. 
Each  person  was  allowed  to  spend  twenty-five 
cents  for  the  starvation  dinner,  which  consisted 
of  celery,  carrot  sticks,  peanuts,  raisins,  apple 
slices,  crackers,  milk  or  water. 

Forty-four  people  took  part  in  the  meal.  Most 
of  these  had  fasted  for  the  day. 

Following  the  dinner,  a  World  Relief  Commis- 
sion Film,  "Honduras — Aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Fifi,"  was  shown.  Devotions  were  given,  centering 
on  Mark  9:41,  and  a  "cup  of  cold  water"  offering 
was  received  in  the  amount  of  $430.80. 

"The  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Congregation  has 
always  been  concerned  about  the  hungry  of  the 
world,  and  has  regularly  given  to  World  Relief," 
says  Pastor  Ronald  Waters.  "This  service  gave 
us  an  opportunity  to  give  over  and  above  our 
budgeted  amount  to  WRC,  and  at  the  same  time 
we  became  more  aware  of  the  needy  in  the  world." 
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Brethren  House  team  completes  workshop  tour 


The  voice  over  the  phone  sounded  ecstatic.  "I 
stepped  into  that  fellowship  hall  and  couldn't 
believe  my  eyes.  All  of  those  Bible-teaching  ma- 
terials spread  out  on  the  tables — it  was  just  like 
a  smorgasbord.  I  felt  just  like  a  starving  person 
coming  to  a  table  laden  with  good  food." 

The  woman  on  the  phone  (who  had  recently 
attended  a  Brethren  House  Workshop)  was  ex- 
plaining to  Bonnie  Munson  why  she  wanted  us  to 
come  to  her  church.  "I  want  our  people  to  see 
these  possibilities  for  our  children,"  she  continued. 
"I  myself  have  only  recently  discovered  the  joy 
of  studying  the  Bible,  and  I  don't  want  my  chil- 
dren to  miss  any  of  this." 

This  lady's  response  to  a  Brethren  House 
Workshop  is  typical  of  many  others  from  Florida 
to  Michigan.  Baptists,  Episcopalians,  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  Moravians,  Salvation  Army,  Breth- 
ren, Disciples  of  Christ,  United  Church  of  Christ 
— all  eagerly  approach  the  Bible-teaching  materials 
created  and  tested  at  Brethren  House. 

The  Brethren  House  team  just  completed  a  4600- 
mile  tour  providing  workshops  and  training  ses- 
sions in  nine  different  churches  of  six  denomina- 
tions with  similar  response.  Church  teachers  and 
leaders  are  searching  for  ideas  to  help  them  com- 
municate the  message  of  God's  love  to  the  children 
and  young  people  of  1978.  Many  tell  us  they  had 
been  ready  to  give  up,  but  attending  a  workshop, 
they  received  renewed  impetus  to  try  again. 

We're  grateful  to  our  Brethren  heritage  which 
has  equipped  us  to  share  Bible  truths  with  those 
who  are  searching.  We're  grateful  to  the  Brethren 
Missionary  Board,  which  continues  to  provide 
rent-free    facilities    for   the    mission    and   to    give 


College  Corner  dedicates 
new  addition 

Wabash,  Ind.— On  Sunday  evening,  May  28,  1978, 
the  College  Corner  First  Brethren  Church,  located 
near  Wabash,  Ind.,  dedicated  a  new  addition  to 
its   church   building. 

The  new  addition  includes  a  baptistry,  office, 
classroom,  a  new  entranceway,  stairs,  hallways, 
and  storage  areas.  In  addition,  the  rest  rooms 
were  refurbished  and  additional  blackboards  were 
provided  for  the  Sunday  school  classrooms. 

Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor  of  the  College 
Corner  Church,  presented  the  message  at  the 
dedication  service.  Special  music  was  provided  by 
Edith  Taylor,  by  Ken  and  Paula  Miller,  and  by 
Shirley  Martin.  A  baptismal  service  was  also  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  dedication  service. 

The  new  addition  was  dedicated  debt  free  due 
to  the  use  of  accumulated  funds,  gifts,  memorials, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  donated  labor. 
Approximate  cost  of  the  project,  including  the 
baptistry,  furnishings,  and  equipment,  was  $20,000. 


gradually  diminishing  support  until  Brethren 
House  Ministries  can  become  self-supporting.  And 
we're  grateful  to  Brethren  people  who  encourage 
this  Bible-teaching  ministry  by  their  prayers,  notes 
of  encouragement,  and  gifts. 

The  lady  talking  on  the  telephone,  those  we 
encounter  through  the  mail  and  at  workshops,  and 
the  children  who  come  to  Brethren  House  to 
initiate  the  materials  seem  to  join  us  in  that 
gratitude. 

A  little  note  that  came  recently  from  Missouri 
expressed  this  feeling.  On  the  outside  of  the  folded 
paper  was  a  smiling  face  beside  the  words,  "Thank 
God.  .  .  ."  Inside,  the  message  continued,  ".  .  .  for 
Brethren  House  Ministries  (feelings  of  a  new 
friend)." 

Brethren  House  Ministries  (St.  Petersburg, 
Florida)  is  an  outreach  of  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church.  Team  members  are  Phil 
and  Jean   Lersch   and   Bonnie  Munson. 

— Jean  Lersch 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Leckey,  51st,  June  21.  Members  of 
the  Vinco  Brethren  Church,  Mineral  Point,  Pa. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  A.  Leidy,  55th,  June  12.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church,  Mineral  Point, 
Pa. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jess  Shaffer,  50th,  June  9.  Members 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  North  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Ford,  54th,  June  6.  Members 
of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church,  Mineral  Point,  Pa. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Duard  Conrad,  52nd,  May  28.  Members 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  North  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Louthain,  57th,  May  28.  Mrs. 
Louthain  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Church, 
Corinth,  Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Yunker,  52nd,  May  25.  Active  in 
the  First  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Emerson  Miller,  50th,  May  7.  Members 
of  the  Loree  Brethren  Church,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind. 


In  Memory 


Lena  Stufflebeam,  74,  June  13.  Member  for  65 
years  of  the  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  David  L.  Powell,  pastor. 
John  Holdeman,  89,  May  28.  Member  and  deacon 
of  the  Ardmore,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Brian  H.  Moore,  pastor. 
Charles  C.  Greer,  89,  May  28.  Member  of  the  Cor- 
inth, Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Fred 
Snyder,    pastor,    and  Rev.   Delbert   Flora. 

Warren  L.  Shively,  71,  May  6.  Member  of  the 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Alvin  Shifflett,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Larry  Baker. 
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Considering  our  need  to  be  our  brother's  keeper, 
by  Ronald  Sider,  1978  Conference  speaker 


Rich  Christians  in  an  Age  of  Hunger:  A  Biblical 
Study  by  Ronald  J.  Sider  (Intervarsity  Press,  1977, 
249  pp.,  $4.95  paperback). 

How  much  longer  will  we  rich  Christians  dis- 
regard the  plight  of  our  billion  hungry  neighbors 
on  this  earth?  How  much  longer  will  we  com- 
placently overlook  the  mandates  of  God's  word 
to  share  with  the  hungry  and  to  help  bring  justice 
to  the  oppressed? 

Ronald  Sider  proclaims  that  our  indifference 
must  stop  now — that  is,  if  we  continue  to  claim 
that  we  are  God's  people  doing  His  work  in  the 
world  today. 

Without  being  an  alarmist,  Sider  clearly  outlines 
the  plight  of  all  of  us  living  on  this  earth — both 
those  who  enjoy  abundance  and  those  who  suffer 
in  poverty.  In  two  opening  scenarios,  he  describes 
what  could  happen  by  1985  if  Christians  refuse  to 
live  on  less  in  order  to  share  more  with  the 
developing  countries.  He's  not  a  prophet  of  doom, 
but  he  nevertheless  very  clearly  points  out  that 
"unless  the  affluent  one-third  of  the  world  makes 
fundamental  changes  quickly,  wars  of  unprece- 
dented size  and  ferocity  are  quite  probable."  And 
he  explains  why. 

The  author  succinctly  defines  America's  exces- 
sive use  of  energy,  consumptive  appetites,  and 
wide-spread  wealth — particularly  when  compared 
with  the  other  94%  of  the  world's  population. 
Very  early  in  the  book  he  poses  the  question, 
"How  will  Christians  respond  to  this  ongoing  dis- 
aster?" Will  we  gain  more  wealth  while  others 
starve?  Or  will  we  make  "sharing"  a  priority- 
refusing  "to  be  squeezed  into  the  mold  of  our 
affluent,  sinful  culture"?  And  he  calls  us  to  be 
"radical  non-conformists"  in  this  respect. 

Fully  one-half  of  the  book,  the  middle  section, 
is  an  examination  of  Scriptures,  in  which  Sider 
substantiates  the  biblical  basis  for  Christians  to  be 
concerned  and  active  in  dealing  with  wealth,  prop- 
erty, and  possessions. 

God  has  always  been  concerned  about  the  poor, 
and  He  has  established  economic  relationships  for 
His  people  (transforming  inequality  to  even  dis- 
tribution). Sider  also  deals  with  "structural  evil" 
(i.e.,  our  involvement  in  social  and  economic  insti- 
tutions that  limit  the  income  of  others  to  the 
benefit  of  ourselves  .  .  .  the  sin  of  tolerating  a 
system  that  exploits  the  poor  and  uneducated  in 
other  lands). 

Even  though  we  are  so  deeply  enmeshed  in  our 
wealth  and  affluence,  alternatives  are  available. 
Those  alternatives  are  suggested  in  Part  III.  Dis- 
cussed at  some  length  are:  simple  lifestyles,  grad- 


uated tithe,  giving  wisely,  volunteer  work,  com- 
munal living,  need  for  support  groups,  and  other 
practical  suggestions. 

Sider  practices  what  he  proposes.  He  has  been 
involved  in  several  social  action  projects  aimed 
at  bringing  justice  and  at  offering  better  oppor- 
tunities for  the  oppressed  and  underprivileged. 
And  his  family  has  adopted  a  simpler  lifestyle  so 
that  they  might  share  more. 

The  author  expresses  himself  honestly  and 
freely,  and  he  also  includes  a  wealth  of  footnoted 
quotes  from  other  knowledgeable  and  well-known 
persons.  Statistics  are  well-placed.  He  offers  a  good 
balance  of  history,  economics,  biblical  basis  and 
interpretation,  and  practical  suggestions  for  appli- 
cation. 

The  book  is  an  academic  work,  but  easily  read 
and  understood.  The  well-outlined  "Table  of  Con- 
tents" allows  the  reader  to  scan  and  easily  locate 
an  area  of  particular  interest.  Throughout  the 
book  there  are  an  abundance  of  facts,  figures,  and 
several  diagrams  for  more  detailed  research  and 
study.  It's  a  book  for  every  believer  .  .  .  willing 
to  take  some  risks. 

Ronald  J.  Sider  is  currently  an  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  History  and  Religion  at  Messiah  College 
(Philadelphia  campus).  In  September  he  will  be- 
come an  Associate  Professor  of  Theology  at  East- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Of  more  immediate  interest  to  Brethren  readers, 
however,  is  that  Dr.  Sider  will  be  the  inspirational 
speaker  at  our  General  Conference  in  August.  He 
will  also  speak  at  the  FASTING  BANQUET  on 
Wednesday  noon  of  Conference. 

Literature  from  our  Brethren  World  Relief 
Board  clearly  spells  out  the  desperate  needs  of 
millions  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  Rich  Chris- 
tians .  .  .  aids  us  in  learning  how  to  offer  more 
of  our  abundance  to  our  "neighbors." 

—Phil  Lersch 

Phil  Lersch  is  chairman  of  the  World  Relief  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church. 


A    Life   Worthy   of    Imitation 

J.  Hudson  Taylor — God's  Man  in  China  by  Dr.  and 

Mrs.  Howard  Taylor  (abridged  by  Phyllis  Thomp- 
son)   (Moody,   1977,  366  pp.,  $3.95  paperback). 

The  depth  of  teaching  in  J.  Hudson  Taylor's 
biography  is  most  profound!  This  book  enables 
one  to  view  the  physical,  mental,  and  spiritual 
growth    of    the    China    Inland    Mission    in    great 
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detail — to  the  point  of  sharing  the  growing  pains 
and  burdens  of  its  founder. 

Hudson  Taylor's  desire  to  be  used  by  God  and 
his  constant  striving  to  live  a  Christ-centered  life 
full  of  self-denial  provide  an  example  from  which 
all  can  draw.  "Simplicity  in  living  was  his  great 
delight.  'He  enjoyed  quietness  and  the  luxury  of 
having  few  things  to  take  care  of,  and  thought 
the  happiest  state  on  earth  for  a  Christian  was 
'that  he  should  have  few  wants'"   (page  108). 

Hebrews  6:11-12  states,  "And  we  desire  that  each 
one  of  you  show  the  same  diligence  so  as  to  realize 
the  full  assurance  of  hope  until  the  end,  that  you 
may  not  be  sluggish,  but  imitators  of  those  who 
through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises." 
Books  like  J.  Hudson  Taylor's  biography  must 
certainly  have  been  written  for  God's  purpose,  for 
Hudson  Taylor  is  one  of  those  faithful  individuals 
whom  God  asks  us  to  imitate.  The  daily  accounts 
of  his  extreme  difficulties  through  which  he 
allowed  God  to  "work  together  for  good"  (Romans 
8:28)  are  sobering,  as  we  compare  our  own  trials 
and  the  spiritual  growth  we  have  experienced  from 
these  burdens. 

This  book  keeps  bringing  back  a  gnawing  convic- 
tion. Because  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived  (1832- 
1905),  Hudson  Taylor  had  to  exercise  perseverance 
and  faith  in  situations  which  we  never  encounter. 
For  example,  it  took  him  months  to  reach  the  mis- 
sion field,  while  we  can  reach  it  in  hours.  He  went 
through  the  agony  of  translating  the  New  Testa- 
ment into  the  Mandarin  dialect  using  the  trial  and 
error  method;  we  can  buy  all  the  copies  of  Scrip- 
ture we  need.  Taylor  supported  himself  alone  by 
faith  in  God,  while  our  missionaries  are  backed  by 
the  denominations. 

Taylor  wrote,  "Oh,  how  it  must  grieve  the  heart 
of  God  when  He  sees  His  children  indifferent  to 
the  needs  of  that  wide  world  for  which  His  be- 
loved, His  only  Son  suffered  and  died."  Indeed! 
"The  harvest  is  plentiful,  but  the  workers  are 
few"  (Matthew  9:37),  still  rings  true  today.  But 
using  accounts  of  successful  missionaries  of  the 
past  like  J.  Hudson  Taylor,  God  can  plant  seeds 
for  new  missionaries.  God  can  use  all  earthen 
vessels  if  the  heart  is  willing.  Read  God's  Man 
in  China  if  your  spirit  needs  a  nudge! 

— Ann  DeVeny 


He    Cares,    He    Comforts    by    Corrie    ten    Boom 
(Revell,   1977,  95  pp.,  $4.95  hardback). 
He   Sets    the    Captive    Free   by    Corrie   ten   Boom 
(Revell,  1977,  £3  pp.,  $4.95). 

He  Cares,  He  Comforts  and  He  Sets  the  Captive 
Free  are  the  first  and  second  books  respectively 
in  a  new  series  by  Corrie  ten  Boom  entitled  Jesus 
is  Victor.  In  this  series  Corrie  shares  how  God 
has  touched  her  own  life  and  the  lives  of  people 
she  has  known. 

In  He  Cares,  He  Comforts,  Corrie  seeks  to  min- 
ister to  her  readers,  particularly  to  the  ill  or  the 
dying,  by  relating  how  she  has  ministered  to 
such  people  in  the  past.  She  records  words  of 
encouragement  and  assurance  she  has  shared  with 
sick  people  so  that  her  readers  might  be  helped 
by  these  words  as  well.  In  the  last  few  chapters  of 
the  book  she  also  gives  hope  and  comfort  to  those 
who  are  facing  death  and  are  afraid  of  dying. 

He  Sets  the  Captive  Free  is  written  for  those 
who  are  in  prison,  whether  prisons  of  concrete  and 
steel  or  of  sin,  lust,  circumstances,  or  self.  Corrie 
begins  by  telling  of  her  own  experiences  as  a 
prisoner  in  Holland  and  Germany  during  World 
War  II.  She  writes  of  the  faith  that  sustained 
her  during  this  experience  and  of  the  spiritual 
lessons  she  learned.  She  relates,  for  example,  how 
God  used  an  ant  to  teach  her  to  make  Him  her 
hiding  place,  and  how  God  enabled  her  to  forgive 
those  who  treated  her  and  her  sister  so  cruelly 
during  their  imprisonment. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  book,  Corrie  goes  on 
to  tell  how  she  has  ministered  to  people  in  prisons 
all  over  the  world,  as  God  has  used  her  to  help  set 
captives  spiritually  free. 

Both  of  these  books  are  written  in  a  conversa- 
tional style — as  if  the  author  were  talking  directly 
to  her  readers.  The  chapters  are  short,  ranging 
from  two  to  six  pages. 

Either  book  could  be  used  as  a  devotional  book, 
using  one  chapter  a  day  for  daily  reading.  In  fact, 
these  are  not  books  to  be  read  once  through 
quickly  and  then  put  away.  Rather,  one  should 
come  back  to  them  again  and  again  for  strength, 
encouragement,  assurance  of  salvation,  hope,  etc. 

Both  books  could  also  be  used  in  ministering 
to  others.  He  Cares,  He  Comforts  would  make  a 
nice  gift  for  someone  who  is  seriously  ill.  And 
He  Sets  the  Captive  Free  would  be  useful  in  min- 
istering to  those  in  prison. 

My  only  reservation  about  the  books  is  their 
price;  $4.95  seems  a  bit  much  for  such  short  books 
(I'd  prefer  to  see  them  in  paperback).  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  you  consider  that  you'd  spend 
about  as  much  in  order  to  eat  out  or  for  an 
evening's  entertainment — which  wouldn't  do  you 
nearly  as  much  good — maybe  $4.95  isn't  such  a 
bad  price  after  all. 

—Dick  Winfield 

Dick  Winfield  is  editorial  assistant  for  the  Brethren 
Evangelist. 


Ann  DeVeny  is  the  mother  of  two  and  the  wife 
of  the  manager  of  the  Carpenter's  Shop. 


July  1978 


31 


•  * .     * . 


the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


A   special   award   for  the   particularly  deserving. 


Awards   for  Religious   Gimmickry 


A 


ND  this  month's  Green  Weenie  Award 
is  for  Pastor  William  McMurray,  who 
gives  a  goldfish  to  every  new  member  of 
his  church." 

The  coveted  "Green  Weenie  Award"  is 
given  in  each  issue  of  a  particular  bi- 
monthly magazine.  It  is  usually  awarded  to 
some  evangelical,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  (or  herself)  as  loser  of  the  month. 

There  are  a  lot  of  losers  out  there  vying 
for  the  Green  Weenie  Award!  The  religion 
game  has  gotten  out  of  hand.  My  desk  is 
swamped  with  appeals  from  evangelists, 
faith  healers,  faith  independent  mission 
boards,  and  a  host  of  parachurch  organiza- 
tions striving  forward  "in  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

Many  of  these  are  reputable  organiza- 
tions, but  many  are  not.  Some  refuse  to 
disclose  where  their  money  goes.  Hardly  a 
week  goes  by  that  I  don't  receive  some 
picture  of  a  starving  child  in  India,  or  on 
the  Island  of  Hotso-morae,  or  somewhere. 
And  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  must  have  10,000 
faith  healers.  No  one  should  be  sick  in 
Tulsa! 

This  month  I'd  like  to  give  a  few  awards 
myself.  I'll  call  my  award  "the  shiftless 
fickle  finger  of  fate  award."  And  this 
month,  the  fickle  finger  of  fate  award  is 
pointed  at: 


"The  religion  game  has  gotten  out 
of  hand.  My  desk  is  swamped  with 
appeals  from  ,  .  .  a  host  of  para- 
church organizations  striving  for- 
ward  'in  the  name  of  the   Lord.'  " 
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— An  evangelical  pastor  who  has  on  board 
Captain  Kidd  and  his  gang  of  converted 
pirates.  A  black  patch  will  be  given  to  every 
kid  in  Sunday  school. 

Runner-uppers  for  the  fickle  finger  of 
fate  award  (near  losers)  are: 

— A  lady  evangelist  in  Albuquerque,  who 
is  a  converted  belly  dancer.  She  now  has 
a  "belly  dancing  and  charm  school" — for 
Christians  only,  of  course. 

— An  evangelist  in  Tulsa  (where  else?) 
who  gives  tape  recorders,  40  channel  CB's, 
16mm  projectors,  and  a  host  of  other 
media  equipment  to  primitive  but  friendly 
tribes  in  African  bush  country.  His  picture 
is  taken  bestowing  these  marvelous  gifts  on 
the  tribal  leaders.  They're  excited!  What 
other  tribes  have  CB's  on  their  elephants? 
Or  scanners  in  their  grass  huts?  Some  day 
when  they  get  electricity  they'll  be  all  set. 
That  is,  if  they  don't  starve  to  death  first! 

— A  minister  who  spent  a  large  portion 
of  his  summer  crawling  up  Pikes  Peak  with 
a  cross  so  that  all  campers  would  remember 
Christ  during  the  summer  months. 

— A  super  church  that  buses  kids  from 
"four  different  states."  Some  buses  go  over 
200  miles.  Parents  love  it.  With  the  kids 
on  the  bus,  mom  and  dad  have  Sunday  to 
themselves  and  quiet  around  the  house. 
They  can  enjoy  TV  with  beer  in  hand.  The 
only  cost — 15<£  for  the  kids'  Sunday  school 
offering ! 

Gimmickry,  that's  what  it  is.  Now  just 
suppose  one  of  the  Lord's  disciples,  say 
Peter,  would  have  been  enterprising.  He 
might  have  announced:  "Next  week  we're 
going  to  the  tomb  of  Lazarus.  There'll  be 
fish  sandwiches  for  everyone,  and  you'll  be 
camelled  over  and  back.  Bring  a  love  offer- 
ing so  that  our  treasurer,  Judas,  can  meet 
expenses.  Camels  have  to  eat,  you  know."  □ 
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written  by 
Alberta  Holsinger 


Missionaries  of  the  Bible 


Followers  of  God 


In    Bible    times,    jus!    as    today,    many    people    worked    to 
tell  others  of  Jesus. 


Luke  was  a  doctor,  but  we  remember  him  be- 
cause he  wrote  two  of  the  books  of  our  Bible.  He 
wrote  The  Gospel  of  Luke  and  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles. 

Luke  was  also  a  missionary.  He  traveled  with 
Paul  to  many  countries  to  tell  the  people  of  Jesus 
the  Savior. 

Aquila  was  a  tentmaker.  He  and  his  wife 
Priscilla  lived  for  awhile  at  Corinth.  They  moved 
to  other  cities  to  sell  their  tents.  Wherever  they 
went,  they  looked  for  other  believers.  They  wor- 
shiped with  them  and  prayed  with  them. 

One  day  they  heard  Apollos  preaching.  Apollos 
told  the  people,  "The  Messiah  is  coming.  Get  ready 
to  receive  Him." 

Later  Priscilla  and  Aquila  talked  with  Apollos. 
They  told  him  the  Messiah  had  already  come.  They 
told  him  of  Jesus. 

Apollos  believed  them.  From  then  on  he 
preached,  "The  Messiah  has  come.  Jesus  is  our 
Savior." 

Lydia  was  a  saleswoman.  She  sold  beautiful 
purple  cloth.  She  lived  at  Philippi.  She  worshiped 


1. 


Readiness  Activities 

Some  of  the  children  might  like  to  draw  pic- 
tures of  what  they  want  to  be  when  they  grow 
up.  Have  them  think  of  ways  they  can  tell 
others  of  God  while  they  are  doing  this  work. 
One  group  might  like  to  make  up  a  play  show- 
ing how  people  can  share  their  faith  at  work. 


with  the  believers  on  the  bank  of  the  river  just 
outside  of  town.  She  was  with  them  the  day  Paul 
and  Silas  told  them  of  Jesus. 

"I'm  glad  you  came  to  our  city,"  she  said.  "I 
have  a  large  home  in  Philippi.  Please  stay  with 
me  while  you  are  working  here." 

Lydia  often  shared  her  home  with  others.  She 
was  a  good  follower  of  Jesus. 

Dorcas  was  another  woman  who  shared  so 
others  would  hear  of  Jesus.  She  was  a  seamstress. 
She  made  many  coats  and  other  garments  for 
those  who  didn't  have  enough  clothes  to  protect 
them  from  the  sun  and  rain  or  to  keep  them 
warm. 

Many  boys  and  girls  first  heard  of  Jesus  when 
Dorcas  helped  them  slip  on  a  new  coat  she  had 
made.  Many  mothers  learned  of  God's  love  when 
Dorcas   brought   clothes   for  their  families. 

Dorcas  was  a  seamstress  and  a  Christian.  She 
used  her  ability  to  sew  to  help  others  learn  of 
God. 

Many  people  in  Bible  times  worked  to  tell  others 
of  Jesus. 

Many  people  today  are  working  to  tell  others  of 
Jesus.  Some  are  preachers  and  missionaries.  Some 
are  teachers  and  parents.  Some  are  writers  and 
musicians.  Some  are  clerks  and  factory  workers. 
Wherever  we  are,  whatever  we  are  doing,  we  can 
help  others  learn  of  God. 

— Based  on  portions  of  Acts 


Memory  Scripture:     Be  ye  therefore  followers  of 
God,  as  dear  children.     Ephesians  5:1 
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Home  Missions  Story 


Snack  Time 


Betsy  and  her  mother  found  that  snack  time  was  a  good  time 
to  tell  Susie  about  God. 


Betsy  was  humming  happily  as  she  dressed  her 
doll.  Her  friend  Susie  skipped  up  the  walk  and  sat 
down  on  the  porch  beside  her. 

"What  are  you  singing?"  Susie  asked. 
"It's  a  song  we  learned  in  Sunday  school,"  re- 
plied Betsy. 

"Jesus  loves  the  little  ones 
Like  me,  me,  me. 
Jesus  loves  the  little  ones 
Like  me,  me,  me. 
Little  ones  like  me 
Sat  upon  His  knee, 
Jesus  loves  the  little  ones 
Like  me,  me,  me. 
As  Betsy  sang  it  again,  Susie  hummed  along.  "I 
like  that  song,"  she  said. 

Betsy's  mother  came  to  the  door.  "Anyone  for 
cookies  and  milk?"  she  asked. 

Both  girls  jumped  up  and  went  into  the  kitchen. 
Mother  put  a  plate  of  cookies  on  the  table  and 
poured  two  glasses  of  milk.  She  gave  one  glass 
and  a  napkin  to  each  girl. 

"There  you  are,"  she  said.  "Enjoy  your  snack." 
"Thank  you,  Mom,"  said  Betsy. 
"Thank  you,"  said  Susie. 

"There's  someone  else  we  should  thank,"  said 
Betsy. 

Susie  looked  around  the  room.  "No  one  else 
is  here,"  she  said. 

"We  can't  see  Him,"  explained  Betsy,  "but  God 
is  here.  Bow  your  head  and  close  your  eyes,  and 
I'll  tell  Him  thank  you." 

Both  girls  closed  their  eyes  and  Betsy  prayed, 
"Thank  you,  God,  for  our  milk  and  cookies.  Amen." 


"You  didn't  used  to  thank  God  for  our  snacks," 
said  Susie. 

Betsy  shook  her  head.  "That  was  before  I  went 
to  church.  Now  we  thank  Him  for  all  our  meals." 

"Why?"  asked  Susie. 

"  'Cause  He  gives  us  our  food  and  clothes  and 
everything   we   have,"   replied   Betsy. 

Susie  looked  puzzled.  "Don't  you  buy  your  things 
at  the  stores  anymore?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  laughed  Betsy. 

Mother  sat  down  at  the  table  with  the  girls. 
"God  made  the  world,"  she  explained.  "Everything 
is  really  His,  but  He  made  it  for  us  to  enjoy. 
Betsy's  daddy  works  just  like  yours  does  to  earn 
money  to  buy  the  things  we  need.  We  know  that 
God  guides  him  and  gives  him  the  strength  and 
ability  he  needs  to  do  his  work.  So  we  want  to 
thank  God." 

"It's  hard  to  understand  at  first,"  added  Betsy. 
"If  you  come  to  Sunday  school  with  me,  you'll 
learn  more  about  God  and  about  Jesus  His  Son." 

"I  would  like  to  go,"  said  Susie.  "When  I  go 
home,  I'll  ask  my  mom  and  call  you." 

Due  to  forthcoming  changes  in  the  organization 
of  the  various  youth  ministries,  this  month's  Signal 
Lights  materials  are  the  last  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Evangelist  by  Mrs.  Holsinger.  We  wish  to  thank 
her  for  her  dedication  to  this  writing  ministry  over 
the  years. 

Announcement  of  future  materials  should  be  made 
during   General  Conference. 


W..\..l^\-\..\..\..\..\..\..\..\..W 


Weddings 


Beth  Hoover  to  Tim  Garner,  June  10,  at  Yellow 
Creek  (Indiana)  Church  of  the  Brethren;  Rev. 
Woodrow  A.  Immel  officiating.  Groom  member  of 
North    Manchester,    Ind.,    First    Brethren    Church. 

Shirley  Ihnen  to  Kris  Airgood,  June  4,  at  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Wood- 
row  A.  Immel,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member 
of   North    Manchester   First   Brethren   Church. 

Lydia    Lu    Hanks    to    Donald    Buell,    May    20,    at 

Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church;  Gene  Holling- 
er,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  Gratis 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Pamela  Dalzell  to  Gary  Forney,  May  27,  in  Thief 
River  Falls,  Minn.  Groom  member  of  Highland 
Brethren  Church,   Marianna,   Pa. 


-Judith  A.  White  to  Douglas  D.  Copeland,  May  27, 

at  Petersime  Chapel,  North  Manchester,  Ind.  Bride 
member  of  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Diane  Friend  to  Allen  J.  Dulaney,  May  6,  at  High- 
land Brethren  Church,  Marianna,  Pa.;  Richard 
Craver,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  High- 
land Brethren  Church. 

Yvonne  Marie  Suitts  to  Scott  Douglas  Myers,  April 
29,  Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church;  Gene 
Hollinger,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  member  of 
Gratis  First  Brethren  Church. 

Carol  Lynn  Bobenage  to  Daniel  Anderson,  April 
1,  at  Vinco  Brethren  Church,  Mineral  Point,  Pa.; 
Carl  Phillips,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
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CONFERENCE  HOUSING 


Pre-registration  is  a  great  help  for  you  and  the  Conference  Housing 
Committee — it  saves  time  and  cuts  down  on  long  lines  when  you  arrive 
at  General  Conference. 

To  pre-register  for  housing,  follow  the  instructions  below: 

1.  Submit   requests   on   the   form   below  not  later  than  August   1. 

Requests  will  be  filled  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis. 

2.  Rates:     $4.75  per  night  per  person  SINGLE  occupancy 

$4.25  per  night  per  person  DOUBLE  occupancy 
Children — below  11  years  of  age  sharing  a  room  with  both  parents 
— 350  times  their  age  per  day. 

3.  Key  deposit  will  be  collected  and  refunded  at  dormitory  desks. 
Deposit  required:     $5.00/key. 

4.  Group  reservations  for  adjoining  rooms  (including  that  of  youth 
and  sponsors)  MUST  be  sent  together  in  one  envelope.  Roommates 
should  also  use  one  envelope. 

5.  Room  registration  will  be  in  the  lobby  of  the  Convocation  Center 
during  these  hours:  Sunday,  August  13:  2  p.m.  to  midnight; 
Monday,  August  14:  10  a.m.  to  midnight;  other  days:  10  a.m. 
to  1  p.m.  and  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

6.  Complete  the  form  below,  detach,  and  enclose  in  an  envelope 
addressed  to:  Housing,  1978  General  Conference,  524  College 
Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  Additional  forms  in  the  Conference 
Program  booklets,  Morning  Star,  and  available  from  pastors. 


Reservation  Request 

PLEASE:     Only  one  person  per  card  .  .  .  unless  husband  and  wife.  Other- 
wise, each  person  in  a  room  must  submit  one  of  these  cards. 

Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 

Address : 


Circle  age  bracket:  1-17  years  18  years  and  older 

Circle  nights  you're  staying:  S      M      Tu      W      Th      F 

If  you  plan  on  rooming  with  somebody,  please  give  us  his  or  her  name: 

Room  location  preference: 


r  roper  ty .  * . 


a  sound  investment 
for  the  Brethren  Church 


Church  property  is  a  sound  investment  ...  if 
it  is  to  be  used  for  a  definite  and  necessary 
purpose  in  fulfilling  the  Lord's  work. 

As  the  church  grows,  so  do  its  vital  ministries. 
If  these  ministries  are  to  be  as  effective  as 
possible,  they  must  have  adequate,  efficient  office 
space— the  kind  that  offers  the  flexibility  needed 
for  creative  leadership. 

So  we've  purchased  the  properties  shown 
above  to  reserve  land  for  additional  church 
offices. 

Now  we'd  like  to  retire  the  $50,000  indebted- 
ness on  those  properties.  Here's  how  you  can 
help: 

1.  Include  Brethren  Church  Properties  in 
your  church  budget  for  1979. 

2.  Make  a  contribution  now  —  this  year  — 
through  your  local  church  or  by  writing 
directly  to: 

Brethren  Church  Properties,  Inc. 

524  College  Ave. 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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FORWARD  THE  WATCHWORD 


There  came  a  time  in  the  experience  of  the  Children  of  Israel  when  their  only  hope  of  salvation  lay  in 
their  going  forward,  even  though  the  obstacles  in  the  way  seemed  to  make  that  way  impossible.  Their 
many  years  spent  in  the  most  arduous  toil  in  Egypt  had  failed  to  teach  them  that  their  Canaan  lay  through 
the  Red  Sea  and  the  Wilderness,  yet  only  at  the  end  of  this  rugged  journey  they  found,  at  least  in  measure, 
that  to  which  they  had   been  looking  forward   for  generations. 

The  children  of  Israel  reached  a  point  in  their  journey  when  the  only  thing  they  could  do  to  avoid  be- 
ing carried  back  into  bondage  was  to  take  a  certain  definite  step  forward.  This  is  equally  true  of  the 
church  of  the  present  time.  There  must  be  no  standing  still.  To  stand  still  means  to  be  overtaken.  In- 
activity paralyzes  the  arm,  dwarfs  the  intellect,  shrivels  the  soul.  The  church  then  should  cast  away  for- 
ever all  thoughts  of  a  life  of  ease:  such  thoughts  are  not  spirit  born.  If  the  church  would  worship  at  the 
shrine  of  inactivity,  it  must  sacrifice  upon  that  altar  all  that  is  highest,  truest  and  best  in  the  spiritual  life. 
The  modern  church  needs  to  acquire  convictions  and  then  to  follow  their  onward  lead  fearlessly.  The 
-  church  needs  the  courage  of  a  Luther  who  when  advised  to  give  up  his  journey  in  the  face  of  much  oppo- 
sition, replied,  "I  would  go  on  though  there  were  as  many  devils  aiming  at  me  as  there  are  tiles  on  the 
roof." 

It  is  necessary  for  the  church  to  go  forward  because  in  the  forward  movement  alone  is  there  stimulus 
for  the  spiritual  life.  The  lettered  blocks  may  for  a  time  suffice  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  child,  but  if  he 
is  to  become  anything  worth  while  these  must  be  superceded  by  charts  and  books  and  practical  lessons. 
The  church  too  must  leave  its  childhood  diversions  and  take  up  the  real  burdens  contingent  upon  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men.  This  is  not  a  playtime  in  the  history  of  the  church,  but 
a  time  of  arduous  labor  and  of  strenuous  endeavor. 

The  Brethren  church  has  tarried  *  "  '"  J~  now 

to  take  an  advanced  position,  Xr 
perfection  will  be  found  onh' 
would  intelligently  do  the 

The  Brethren  churcl 
adopting  the  program  and 
have  accbmplished  had  tru 
sea  and  then  stopped  there  k 
only  to  the  shore  line  of  the  b 
mitted  to  cross  over  as  it  were  on  "m. 

The  church  may  not  be  able  to  see  the  ena  oi  uu.  j^u..iW  m  una  n/mmu  muvement,  but,  if  the  com- 
mand has  come  from  the  Lord.  It  is  not  ours  to  stand  still  until  we  can  see  what  the  final  outcome  will 
be.  It  is  ours  to  go  forward  at  the  Lord's  command  and  to  leave  results  with  him.  It  is  good  to  establish 
goals  which  we  hope  to  reach,  but  the  simple  fact  that  we  have  reached  the  goal  will  not  be  the  greatest 
reward  of  the  effort.  The  largest  reward  will  be  that  which  comes  from  a  realization  of  a  purpose  carried 
out,  a  duty  well  done.  EDITOR. 
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THE  BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 


* 


Our  staff  stands  ready 
to  serve  you! 


No,  not  the  people  above.  They  were  giving  dedicated 
service  to  customers  in   1911. 

But  our  staff  today  works  with  the  same  commitment  and 
dedication  to  the  task  of  promoting  God's  Word  to  our 
world. 

Whether  you  need  Sunday  school  or  Bible  school  mate- 
rials, Christian  books,  printing,  or  Brethren  publications,  we 
are  ready  to  help. 

Just  give  us  a  call.  Or  stop  by  the  offices. 


The    Brethren    Publishing   Co. 

524   College   Avenue 

Ashland,   Ohio      44805 

(419)    289-261  I 


The  Carpenter's  Shop 
709   Claremont 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
(419)    289-0325 
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Editor's  Notes 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  present  this  centennial  issue  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist. 

Initial  planning  began  over  two  years  ago,  shortly  after  I  joined  the 
editorial  staff.  However,  most  of  the  actual  labor  to  assemble  this 
edition  has  come  in  recent  days. 

Let  me  say  first  that  this  issue  would  have  been  impossible  without 
the  dedicated  work  of  my  assistant,  Richard  Winfield.  Dick  undertook 
the  exhaustive  task  of  digging  through  the  brittle  pages  of  past  Evan- 
gelists, then  compiling  the  results  into  the  historical  articles  that  appear 
here.  He  also  recommended  many  of  the  items  that  are  reprinted  in 
the  center  section  of  the  magazine.  His  work  is  superb. 

Special  thanks  also  go  to  Bradley  Weidenhamer  and  his  staff  at 
the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Library  for  their  assistance  in  locat- 
ing and  loaning  materials  from  the  Brethren  Church  Archives. 

Let  me  also  note  that  this  is  the  first  issue  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist ever  produced  completely  by  offset  lithography.  With  the  bulk 
of  reprinted  material,  this  proved  to  be  the  most  economical  and 
efficient  printing  process. 

Inside  you'll  find  humor  and  inspiration  as  you  examine  the  history 
of  your  official  church  publication.  I  hope  you  find  it  as  enjoyable  and 
enlightening  as  we  have. 

— Ronald   W.    Waters 
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BRETHREN 

EVANGELIST: 


its  early  years 


A  historical  sketch  of  the  EVANGELIST  from  its  beginning 
until  it  became  the  official  publication  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 


THE  beginning  of  the  Brethren  Church 
is  closely  tied  to  the  beginning  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist.  In  fact,  it  could  be 
said  that  if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  magazine, 
the  Brethren  Church  might  not  exist. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  Henry  Holsinger 
was  put  out  of  the  German  Baptist  Church 
was  that  he  was  "publishing  a  paper  in 
which  many  articles  have  appeared  criticis- 
ing the  work  of  annual  meeting,  and  against 
the  order  of  our  [church]  government.  . .  ." 
When  Holsinger  was  expelled  from  the 
church,  many  other  Brethren  followed  him, 
and  together  they  formed  the  Brethren 
Church. 

The  "paper"  which  Holsinger  was 
publishing  was  not  called  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  at  that  time.  It  was  known  as 
The  Progressive  Christian,  one  of  the  two 
parent  magazines  to  our  present  church 
paper. 

Holsinger,  along  with  Joseph  W.  Beer, 
began  publishing  The  Progressive  Christian 
in  Berlin,  Pa.,  in  the  fall  of  1878 — just  one 
hundred  years  ago.  They  began  the  paper 
"with  the  avowed  purpose  of  advocating 
progressive  measures  and  reforms"  in  the 
German  Baptist  Church.  Their  desire  was 
to  provide  a  medium  for  free  speech  in  which 
criticism  could  be  leveled  at  wrongs  in  the 
church — particularly  at  "spiritual  wicked- 
ness in  high  places." 

While  many  people  received  the  paper 
gladly,  it  was  not  so  well  accepted  at  official 
levels.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  1879  de- 
nounced the  publication  as  slanderous  and 
schismatic  and  required  Holsinger  to  "make 


an  humble  acknowledgement  to  the  annual 
meeting  for  publishing  erroneous  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  church's  principles, 

charging  the  church  with  idolatry " 

Following  this  Annual  Meeting,  Holsinger 
and  Beer  disagreed  on  policy  for  continuing 
the  paper.  Beer  suggested  running  the 
paper  in  a  less  radical  spirit,  while  Holsinger 
wanted  to  be  even  more  progressive.  As  a 
result  of  this  disagreement,  Holsinger  sold 
his  interest  in  the  paper  to  Beer,  who  con- 
tinued to  publish  it  on  his  own.  Holsinger 
and  Beer  had  a  verbal  agreement,  however, 
that  if  the  paper  was  wrecked  by  the 
change  of  policy,  Holsinger  was  to  "have 
the  ruins." 

Resurrection  of  the  PROGRESSIVE 

Things  didn't  go  well  for  Beer.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  year  (1879)  he  discontinued 
publication.  The  paper  lay  dead  until  April 
of  1880,  when  it  was  resurrected  by  Howard 
Miller  and  conducted  in  the  name  of 
Holsinger  and  Miller.  Miller  remained  on 
the  editorial  staff  only  about  two  months, 
after  which  Holsinger  became  editor,  pub- 
lisher, and  proprietor. 

Holsinger  was  no  less  radical  than  before. 
Once  again  he  began  to  publish  articles 
which  had  "a  tendency  to  bring  about  dis- 
cord among  the  brethren."  Holsinger's  pro- 
gressive journalism  caused  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  1881  to  appoint  a  committee 
which  was  to  "wait  on  him  [Holsinger]  in 
his  church,  and  deal  with  him  according  to 
his  transgressions."  As  a  result  of  the  re- 
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port  of  this  committee  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing held  May  30-June  2,  1882,  Holsinger 
was  expelled  from  the  German  Baptist 
Church.  His  expulsion,  as  indicated  above, 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  June  of  1883. 

Birth  of  THE  GOSPEL  PREACHER 

So  far  we  have  looked  at  only  one  parent 
of  The  Brethren  Evangelist.  Just  a  few 
months  after  Holsinger  and  Beer  began  pub- 
lishing their  controversial  paper,  S.  Z.  Sharp 
and  Stephan  H.  Bashor  began  putting  out 
The  Gospel  Preacher.  This  paper  appeared 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  the  first  of  1879.  Elder 
Sharp  soon  left  the  magazine  and  was  re- 
placed by  J.  H.  Worst.  Later  Edward  Mason 
joined  the  editorial  staff. 

Although  taking  a  progressive  position, 
The  Gospel  Preacher  was  much  less  inflam- 
matory than  The  Progressive  Christian.  As 
a  result,  The  Gospel  Preacher  did  not  arouse 
the  opposition  afforded  Holsinger  and  his 
paper. 

In  the  spring  of  1881,  S.  H.  Bashor  left 
The  Gospel  Preacher,  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year  he  became  co-editor,  along  with 
Holsinger,  of  The  Progressive  Christian. 
Around  the  first  of  1882,  David  Bailey  be- 
came co-editor,  along  with  Edward  Mason, 
of  The  Gospel  Preacher.  They  continued  to 
edit  the  paper  together  until  June  28,  1882, 
when  The  Gospel  Preacher  and  The  Pro- 
gressive Christian  consolidated  under  the 
editorial  trio  of  Holsinger,  Bashor,  and 
Mason. 

The  combined  publication  retained  both 
names  for  two  issues,  but  with  the  July  12, 
1882,  issue,  "The  Gospel  Preacher"  was 
dropped  from  the  name,  and  the  paper  con- 
tinued as  The  Progressive  Christian. 

Holsinger,  who  had  been  publishing  his 
paper  at  Berlin,  Pa.,  moved  to  Ashland  to 
continue  with  the  combined  publication.  He 
wrote  in  the  July  5,  1882,  issue  concerning 
the  merger,  "The  home  of  the  Progressive 
Christian  now  is  at  Ashland,  Ohio.  It  has 


gone  into  partnership  with  the  Gospel 
Preacher,  by  mutual  consent,  for  the  great- 
est good  of  the  greatest  number.  The  Pro- 
gressive holds  the  name,  the  Preacher  the 
location,  and  the  principles  of  both  are 
retained." 

The  two  parent  magazines  of  our  present 
Evangelist  had  become  one,  but  the  com- 
bined publication  was  still  not  called  The 
Brethren  Evangelist.  The  change  to  that 
name  was  almost  two  more  years  in  coming. 

The  merger  of  the  two  magazines  took 
place  just  one  month  after  Holsinger's 
official  ouster  from  the  German  Baptist 
Church.  On  June  6  and  7  of  the  following 
year  (1883)  Brethren  who  were  sympa- 
thetic   to    Holsinger   and   who    shared    his 
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desire  to  "restore  the  church  to  its  primitive 
purity"  convened  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
officially  organized  the  Brethren  Church. 
The  Progressive  Christian  became  the  un- 
official organ  of  this  new  denomination. 

After  this  convention  it  was  proposed 
that  the  name  of  the  paper  should  be 
changed  to  indicate  the  people  whom  it 
served.  So  sometime  before  the  end  of  that 
year,  the  name  was  changed  to  The  Breth- 
ren's Evangelist.  With  the  first  issue  of 
1885,  however,  the  's  was  dropped,  and  the 
name  became  what  it  is  today,  The  Brethren 
Evangelist.  This  name  was  officially  adopt- 
ed at  the  next  convention  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  held  in  1887. 

It  should  be  noted  that  from  their  begin- 
nings, The  Progressive  Christian  and  The 
Gospel  Preacher  were  private  ventures,  not 
denominational  publications.  This  continued 
to  be  the  case  after  they  merged  into  one 
magazine. 

A   denominational   publication 

At  the  first  convention  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  held  in  1883,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  form  a  publishing  company 
and  to  purchase  The  Progressive  Christian 
from  Holsinger  and  his  associates.  A  com- 
pany was  formed,  but  they  were  unable  to 
purchase  the  paper  because  one  of  the 
owners  refused  to  sell. 

Holsinger  and  his  associates  continued 
to  publish  The  Brethren's  Evangelist  until 
December  of  1884,  when  Holsinger  sold  his 
half  interest  to  A.  L.  Garber  and  E.  L. 
Yoder.  It  was  when  Garber  and  Yoder  took 
over  publication  of  the  paper  in  January 
of  1885  that  the  name  became  The  Brethren 
Evangelist. 

Yoder  began  to  edit  the  paper  for  the 
new  owners,  while  Holsinger,  who  was 
traveling  around  the  country  trying  to  raise 
support  for  Ashland  College,  continued  to 
serve  the  paper  as  a  corresponding  editor. 
Yoder  edited  the  paper  for  a  little  over  a 


year,  when  he  was  forced  to  give  up  the 
work  because  of  failing  health.  Garber  took 
over  editorial  responsibilities  and  bought 
out  Yoder's  interest  in  the  publication. 

At  the  second  convention  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  held  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  September 
21-23,  1887,  a  resolution  was  again  passed 
to  "establish  a  church  paper  conducted  by 
the  church  and  for  the  church.  .  .  ."  The 
convention  also  elected  an  editor— Joseph 
W.  Beer  (one  of  the  two  originators  of  The 
Progressive  Christian) — and  an  assistant 
editor.  But  once  again  the  church  was  un- 
able to  purchase  the  magazine,  this  time 
because  money  could  not  be  raised. 

A.  L.  Garber  continued  to  publish  the 
Evangelist  until  sometime  after  October  of 
1889,  when  the  paper  was  sold  to  Holsinger 
and  E.  L.  Hildebrand.  These  two  men  moved 
the   publication  to   Waterloo,   Iowa. 

After  working  with  Hildebrand  for  three 
months,  Holsinger  again  became  sole  editor. 
He  continued  in  this  work  until  August  of 
1892. 

At  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Brethren  Church  held  August  23-27,  1892,  it 
was  once  again  resolved  that  the  Brethren 
Church  should  buy  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist, and  S.  J.  Harrison  was  elected  as 
editor.  This  time  the  church  was  successful, 
and  after  the  convention  the  paper  was 
purchased.  Harrison  continued  to  publish 
the  Evangelist  at  Waterloo  for  a  time,  after 
which  the  church  brought  the  magazine  to 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

Thus  the  magazine  became  what  it  is 
today,  an  official  publication  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  published  at  Ashland,  Ohio.  It 
had  started  out  as  two  papers;  it  was  now 
one.  It  had  been  known  by  various  names; 
it  was  now  The  Brethren  Evangelist.  The 
parent  magazines  had  predated  the  Brethren 
denomination,  and  one  of  them  in  particular 
had  played  an  important  part  in  bringing 
about  the  establishment  of  the  Brethren 
Church;  now  the  magazine  was  owned  and 
published  by  the  denomination  it  had  helped 
to  start. 
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Over  the  past  100  years,  change 
has  been  a  continuing  part  of  THE 
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 


OVER  the  past  100  years,  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  has  gone  through  many 
changes.  If  Henry  Holsinger,  the  first 
editor  of  one  of  the  Evangelist's  two  fore- 
runners, were  to  see  a  copy  of  a  recent 
issue  of  the  magazine,  he  would  probably 
be  quite  surprised — pleasantly  so,  we  hope. 
By  the  same  token,  if  we  were  to  mail  you 
a  copy  of  the  Evangelist  in  the  style  of 
Holsinger's  The  Progressive  Christian  (the 
original  name  of  the  magazine),  you,  like- 
wise, would  be  surprised — but  probably  not 
pleasantly  so. 

Holsinger's  publication  was  really  a 
paper,  not  a  magazine.  It  was  printed  on 
newspaper-size  sheets,  had  4  pages,  and  was 
published  weekly.  Cost  per  year's  subscrip- 
tion was  $1.25. 

The  Gospel  Preacher,  the  other  fore- 
runner to  the  Evangelist,  was  quite  similar 
to  The  Progressive  Christian.  The  page  size 
was  even  a  bit  larger,  but  it  was  also  a 
weekly,  had  4  pages,  and  cost  $1.25  per 
year.  When  the  two  papers  merged,  the 
combined  journal  kept  the  approximate 
size  of  The  Progressive  Christian. 

The  first  major  change  in  format  came 
in  January  of  1884,  when  Holsinger  in- 
creased the  paper,  by  this  time  known  as 
The  Brethren's  Evangelist,  to  eight  pages 
and  the  price  to  $2.00  per  year.  He  explained 


Changes  in  the  face  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist are  represented  by  issues  from  1903  (center), 
1926  (top  right),  19 46  (bottom  left),  1961  (top  left), 
and  1976  (bottom  right). 

the  increase  in  size  and  cost  in  the  Decem- 
ber 19,  1883,  issue.  He  wrote,  "To  make  the 
story  short  our  price  is  just  a  little  too  low 
for  the  size  of  our  paper  and  the  length  of 
our  subscription  list.  .  .  .  but  our  patrons 
kept  clamoring  for  a  larger  paper,  and  we 
are  going  to  gratify  them.  It  cannot  be  done 
for  less  than  $2.00.  So  we  must  make  the 
best  of  it." 

When  E.  L.  Yoder  and  A.  L.  Garber  took 
over  publication  of  the  paper  in  January 
of  1885,  they  made  a  reduction  in  page  size 
and  in  the  subscription  price  (to  $1.50  per 
year) .  Holsinger,  who  was  still  a  contribut- 
ing editor,  did  not  like  the  reduction  in  page 
size,  and  said  so  in  the  January  7,  1885, 
issue:  "For  the  reduction  of  the  size  of  the 
paper  we  are  not  responsible,  and  do  not 
approve  of  it,  but  could  not  prevent  it  as  we 
had  no  intimation  of  any  such  intentions 
until  after  the  sale  had  been  confirmed." 

The  new  owners,  however,  defended  the 
change.  In  an  editorial  following  Holsinger's 
they  said,  "We  will  always  have  plenty  of 
room  for  the  well-written  articles  of  all  of 
our  contributors;  and  if  any  thing  should 
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be  crowded  out,  we  are  determined  that  it 
shall  be  the  advertisements  of  the  baser 
sort." 

The  paper,  both  under  Holsinger  and 
under  Yoder  and  Garber,  did  contain  num- 
erous advertisements — usually  half  or  more 
of  the  last  two  pages.  Some  of  these,  par- 
ticularly when  Holsinger  was  editor,  were 
indeed  of  "the  baser  sort" — including  an 
ad  for  medicine  for  piles  and  others  for 
various  miracle  medicines,  among  them 
"Peek's  Patent  Tubular  Cushioned  Ear 
Drums,"  which  were  claimed  to  "cure 
Deafness." 

It  should  be  said  on  behalf  of  the  ads, 
however,  that  they  were  about  the  only 
thing  that  dressed  up  these  papers.  The  only 
pictures  or  line  drawings  of  any  kind  were 
with  the  advertisements.  The  rest  of  the 
paper  was  solid  type,  sometimes  five  col- 
umns of  type  to  a  page. 

The  next  major  change  came  between 
October  2,  1889,  and  January  3,  1894.  We 
can't  say  exactly  when,  for  these  issues 
are  not  available.  What  we  can  say  is  that 
the  January  3,  1894,  issue  was  considerably 
smaller  in  page  size,  and  considerably  larger 
in  number  of  pages  (16).  What  had  been  a 
"paper"  had  now  become  a  magazine.  The 
subscription  price  was  still  $1.50. 

Subscription    price    increased 

For  the  next  34  years  there  was  little 
change  in  the  magazine,  except  for  a  slight 
reduction  in  page  size  and  some  improve- 
ment in  appearance.  Then  in  1928,  after  43 
years  at  a  dollar  and  a  half,  the  subscrip- 
tion price  was  raised  back  to  the  1884  level 
of  $2.00  per  year. 

Beginning  with  the  April  6,  1935,  issue 
the  page  size  of  the  magazine  was  again 
reduced  slightly.  But  this  was  the  least  of 
the  changes. 

At  that  time  three  other  Brethren  publica- 
tions— The  Brethren  Missionary,  The  Breth- 
ren Witness,  and  the  Woman's  Outlook 
— merged  with  the  Evangelist.  Each  of  these 
magazines    was    given    one    issue    of    the 


Evangelist  each  month  in  which  to  present 
its  special  emphasis.  The  first  issue  of  each 
month  was  the  foreign  mission  issue,  the 
second  the  Woman's  Outlook  issue,  the  third 
the  home  missions  issue,  and  the  fourth  the 
regular  Evangelist  issue.  In  addition,  every 
issue  contained  certain  features  of  the 
regular  Evangelist  in  order  to  maintain  the 
continuity  of  the  magazine. 

In  order  to  provide  extra  space  for  all 
these  special  interests,  the  Evangelist  was 
increased  to  20  pages  on  a  regular  basis, 
and  to  36  pages  for  the  monthly  Woman's 
Outlook  issue.  This  arrangement  continued 
until  after  the  division  of  the  denomination 
in  August  of  1939. 

The  denominational  division  had  very 
definite  effects  on  the  Evangelist.  By  the 
end  of  1939,  the  magazine  had  once  again 
been  reduced  to  16  pages.  Then  in  1942,  in 
the  midst  of  World  War  II,  the  price  of  the 
publication  was  rolled  back.  Following  the 
1885  precedent  of  Yoder  and  Garber,  the 
Publishing  Company  reduced  the  price  from 
$2.00  to  $1.50  per  year.  This  reduction  was 
an  effort  to  increase  the  number  of  sub- 
scriptions, which  had  been  decimated  by 
the  division.  Along  with  this  reduction  in 
price,  an  effort  was  made  to  get  1500  new 
subscribers. 

From  the  beginning  of  its  publication  in 
1878,  the  Evangelist  was  printed  in  basic 
black.  During  the  first  20  years  or  more  of 
publication,  no  pictures  or  line  drawings 
dressed  up  the  magazine,  except  those  which 
accompanied  the  advertisements.  Around 
the  turn  of  the  century,  however,  line  draw- 
ings and  pictures  began  to  appear.  The 
print,  however,  was  still  all  black. 

Color,  in  fact,  didn't  become  a  regular 
part  of  the  Evangelist  until  1957.  Prior  to 
that,  an  occasional  cover  was  printed  with 
colored  ink,  and  once  in  a  while  a  whole 
issue  was  printed  in  one  color.  But  in  1957, 
a  four-page  cover  printed  in  color  became 
a  weekly  part  of  the  magazine. 

At  this  time  the  magazine  was  increased 
from  16  to  20  pages  a  week,  and  the  sub- 
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PROVE   THAT 
THE  MORTALITY 

rates  amongst  civilized  peo- 
ple are  on  the  decrease.  In 
other  words,  advancement  In 
medical  science  makes  It  potat* 
ble  for  the  afflicted  to  recover 
from  diseases  at  one  time  supposed  to  be 
incurable. 

Benson  Is  now  taking  the  place  of 
superstition  and  people  no  longer  say 
"what  is  to  be,  will  be,"  but  in  time  of 
sickness  look  about  for  ft  remedy  that  will 
lay  the  aso  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and 
destroy  the  evil  root,  trunk  and  branches, 
and  that  remedy  is  DO.  FAHBNET'S 
BLOOD  YITaLIZER,  which,  penetrating 
and  searching  every  separate  Blood  glob- 
ule, eradicates  all  foreign  and  injurious 
atoms,  leaving  a  stream  of  pare  life  and 
vigor  to  strengthen  tho  body. 

Those  who  are  not  proof  against  the  de- 
stroyer of  life  should  give  heed  to  what  Is 
here  set  forth,  and  at  the  same  time  bring 
it  to  the  attention  of  their  friends  who  are 
In  need  of  a  life  Bestorer,  for  God  has  de- 
signed that  all  should  live  through  that 
period  of  time  allotted  to  each  and  every 
person. 

If  yon  feci  dull,  drowsy,  debilitated, 
have  sallow  color  of  skint  or  yellowish- 
brown  spots  on  face  or  body,  frequent 
headache  or  dizziness,  bad  ta»te  in  mouth. 
internai, heat  or  chills  alternated  with  hot 
flushes,  irregular  appetite,  and  tongue 
coated,  yo a  are  suffering  from  Torpid 
Liver,  or  **  Biliousness."  As  a  remedy 
for  all  such  cases  DB.  FAflBNE  f*H  BLOOD 
VITALIZED   has  no  equal,  as  It  effects 

perfect  and  radical  enres.  

DR.  EAHBXET'S  BLOOD  VfTAIIZEE 
cures  all  H  amors,  from  the  worst  gerofata 
to  a  common  Blotch,  Pimple,  or  Eruption, 
Erysipelas,  Sail-rheum,  Fever  Sore*,  Scaly 
or  Bosch  Skin,  in  Short,  all  diseases 
caused  by  bad  blood  are  conquered  by  this 
powerful     purifying     and     Invigorating 

Especially  has  it  manifested  Its  potency 
in  curing  Titer,  Hose  Bash,  Boils,  £ar» 
feuneles.  Sore  Eyes,  Scrofulous  Sores  and 
Swellings,  White  Swellings,  Goitre  or 
Thick  Neck,  and  Enlarged  Glands. 

Sold  by  authorized  agents  only.  fDrug- 
gists  are  not  authorized).  Agents  Wanted. 

For  particulars  address 

PR.  P.   FAHRNEY, 

Boat  DcUvery*  VUtCAQO,  I&L. 


MEDICAI    HEWS. 

Having  an  extensive,  varied  and  practical  eXr 

Serionce  of  thirty  years.  In  the  practice  of  medicine. 
uceessfully  treating  diseaseaof  every  nature  and 
aspect,  I  may  be  consulted  by.letter,  by  enclosing 
one  dollar  for  a  replv. 

A  lull  history  or  the  patient,  such   as   a 

occupation,  single  or  married,  previous ec 

&c,  should  accompany  each  application. 

Dr.  U.  M.  BEAs 

Me yebsd ale, Somerset  Co.v  Pa. 


mental  and  physical,  together  "with"  sexZ  iige,  if 
married,  Ac.  Fiiet  prescription,  InclttdflH?  medi- 
cine, advice,  Ac,  One  Dollar;  each  subsequent 
prescription,  Fiity  Cknts.  When  necessary  to 
consult  at  tbe  office  and  remain  for  treatment. 
Surgical  or  Medical,  patients  from  a  distance 
can  secure  very  best  accommodations  at  moder- 
ate terms. 
(85-5at. 


H.  CLAY  MCKINLEY. 


W.  B.  LANDSS 


Dr.  wmimfwm 

SB.T7GGXSTSI 


CENTER   STREET, 


MEYEBBDALE,  PA. 

Dealers  in  pare  Drugs  and  Chemicals,    Patent 
Medicines  and  DyestuffB. 

FANCY  AND  TOILET  ARTICLES, 
NOTIONS,  '  LEGAL  CAP, 

CONGRESS  CAP,  ENVELOPES, 

BILL  &  NOTE  PAPER,      BOX  PAPER, 
PERFUMERY, 
FINE  TOILET  SOAPS  Ac 
WALL  PAPER, 
COAL  OIL. 
And    in  fact  every ,  thfng  usually  kept   In  a 

FIB8T-CLA86  DRUG  STORE, 
l-ll— tf. 


C.G.  MASTERS  &  Co. 

Ooroinission 
Merchants 


FOR 


or 


THE    SAUE 

*  BUTTER,       x 

EGGS,  POULTRY,  \ 

DRIED  FRUITS,  LIVE  STOCK, 

ROOTS,  FURS, 

NUTS,  WOOL, 

*     GRAIN.       LUMBER, 
and  country  Produce  Generally. 

POtn/TBY  Ain»  E6«S  A  SPECIALTY. 

when    requested, 


Quotations  famished,  when  requested,  also, 
reference  given , 

844  North  Water  Street 

Philadelphia. 
[88-*5t.] 

*■  '  '  ■  '    '■  •''  .,    .  ,"i'  '    .  ■.        ■  ;• 

We  UN  HESITATINGLY  CLAIM  for  the      . 

PHILADELPHIA 

WEEKLY "  TIMES  ^ 

that  it  is  the  LARGEST,,  the  CHEAPEST,  and 
the  BEST  family  Journal  published.  Write  to  us 
for  a  specimen  oopy  and  Judge  for  yourself.  In  lis 
columns  tbe  reader  w}U    find   ALL  THE.  NEWS. 

Ample  variety  of  editorial,  poetry,  literary  arti- 
cles, stories  and  sketches,  tales  of  travel,   fashion 


ioiib  and  moral  essays; 
especially  religious  nev 
spondonce;  notices  of 
deaths;  and  It  will  devo 
advertisements.  It  wll 
keen  our  readers  well- 
will  be -of  Interest  to  tht 
cy  to  advance  hoMnea 
church .  Especial  fetter 
neglected  virtues  and  d; 

TERMS:    ONE    l>9t, 
CENTS  A  TEAK.    Bern 

Direct  all  letters  and  i 

HOtl 

(        ;;      BJ3K1 

.■■■>.■■■«."/>  ■.:.■  samiaaasfe 


Typical  advertisements  from  the  Progressive 
Christian   (May   28.    1880— Vol.   2.   No.   4). 


TlJ&.TJu  ItO-A.X>B 


atrisannv  is   •» 


riety  and  range  or  subject  ana  tnougnt  ibwi  oe 

maintained  as  of  old  by  contributors  wbo  stand 

at  the  bead  of  their  specialities. 

A  special  feature  will  be  tbe  continuation. of  the 

"ABjWAEjS  OF    THB    WAh  "  graphieally 

\  wrlttei)  by  soldiers,  north  and  south,  descriptive 


BOORS  FOiSAt! 

A  ]»eba«e  tatmmi 

Qulntcr  and  Uw.  J7S.  I 

to  hayoa  wider  elreurat 

was  formerly  sold  at  tl.' 

,  cents  a  copy.     ,  ,      ,      ' 

J.^V^^boeko? 
only  be  read  bnt  care 
be  round  id  every  libra 

60  cents,  "•' 

l^ctl"™or7»etrl 

W.  Beer.    A  pamphlet 
bo  sent  everywhere  to 
faith  and  practice  of  the 
15  cents;  eight  copies"  ♦! 

WORKS  FOR  HO 
Tbe  following  List  of 
Family  Library,    pn$ 
given  in  this  reduced  Pi 
on  receipt  of  price. 

THE  INDISPENSABLE 

Improvement.  Come 
"How  to  Talk."  "Bow 
Do  Business. '  ?  One  1st 
How  to  White,  a  M 
LetterTWrtUng.    Musi) 

How  to  Tame,  a  Mam 
bate;  with  mistakes  In  e 

"How  to  Behave,  a 
Guide  to  Corredt  persoi 

HOW  TO  DO  BUSlNEKf 

1  tlcal  Affairs,  and  a  Gun 
tlon  of  Legal  Forms.    II 

HOW  to  Reap,  Whs 
Choosing  the  best  Bool 
Best  Works  In  Blograr 
History,  Novels,  Poeti 
elgn  Languages,  etc.  .1 
74  cents.     In  press. 

How  to  Sing;  or,  Th« 
By  W.  H.  Daniell.    Pa; 

HOW  TO  CONDUCT  A  I 

Chairman's  Guide,  wit 
complete.  Manual,  only 

WEAVER'S  WOEKB, 

Helps,"  "Alms  and  A! 
Rev.  G.  8.  Weaver.    Oi 

Hopes  and  Helps  1 
Sexts.  <Jharaetcr,  Choi 
Amusement,  Courtship* 

Aims  and  aids  j-ob  G 
on  the  Duties  of  Life, 
Moral  Development,  E< 
Men,  Marriage  and  lit 

Ways  or  Life,  sbo? 
Wrong  Way.    How  to  1 

Life  at  home;  or,  Tl 
Husbands,  AVlv.es,    Pat 
SI b tern.  Employer  and 
Aikman.^JJ.  D.,      New 

Wedlock  :  or,  The  E 
A  Scientlttc. Treatise.,  di 
gal  Selection.,  sliowlnR 
Not  Marry.    By  S.  RlV 

_  UJ*AT«»HT— SACRED  A 

temp6TSh'eoUii"Spea"6('r. 

RlOHT  WoKli  IN  TlfE 

Dictionary  of  Synonym 

vlatlous,  Poreigu  Phrai 

The  Temperance  I 
First  T.  Society  to  the  I 

How  to  Paint.    Res 

cbanics,  Farmers  and 

Plain   and   Fancy  Pai 

Varnishing,  Kalsomln) 

'as  for  Mixing  I* 

in  GbnEbis  ani 
count  of  Man'. 
evrlesof  hts<Orl( 
scph  P.  Thonips 

t  Echoes,  »  Bo 
lb.    Extra  cloth. 

The  Conversion  o» 
Geer,  D.  D.    Fine,  81.0 

The  "Emphatic  Dia« 
ment  In  Greek  apd  F,uf 
Inal  Greet  Text  of  tlw 
Interliheary  Word-fo*-- 
By  Benj.  Wilson,    Prl« 
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scription  price  was  raised  back  to  $2.00 
per  year.  A  special  rate  was  introduced, 
however,  for  churches  providing  the  maga- 
zine to  100%  of  their  families.  For  these's 
"100%  churches"  the  subscription  price 
remained  at  $1.50.  Two  years  later,  in 
1959,  the  individual  subscription  price  went 
up  again— to  $2.50  ($2.00  for  100% 
churches). 

In  1961  some  major  changes  were  again 
made  in  the  Evangelist.  Once  again  a  mer- 
ger of  four  Brethren  publications  took 
place.  This  time  the  Evangelist,  the 
Woman's  Outlook  (which  had  reappeared 
in  1938  after  its  1935  merger),  the  Brethren 
Youth,  and  the  Brethren  Layman  were 
combined.  In  this  merger,  however,  instead 
of  devoting  one  issue  a  month  to  the  special 
interest  of  each  merging  magazine,  material 
from  each  was  printed  in  every  issue  of  the 
Evangelist.  To  provide  space  for  the  in- 
crease in  material  from  the  other  three 
publications,  the  Evangelist  was  increased 
to  24  pages. 


At  the  same  time  this  unified  publica- 
tion was  begun,  the  Publishing  Company 
purchased  a  two-color  press.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Evangelist,  the 
magazine  went  forth  with  two  colors  of  ink 
on  a  page.  To  cover  the  cost  of  this  larger, 
better-dressed  Evangelist,  the  subscription 
fee  was  increased  to  $4.00  per  year. 

Since  its  beginning,  the  Evangelist  had 
always  been  a  weekly  publication.  This 
changed  in  1966  when  it  became  a  biweekly. 
To  compensate  in  part  for  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  issues,  the  magazine  was  in- 
creased from  24  to  32  pages  per  issue.  The 
price  remained  the  same. 

The  escalating  cost  of  publishing  a  mag- 
azine in  recent  years  has  brought  about 
several  changes.  In  an  effort  to  meet  costs, 
the  subscription  rate  was  increased  to  $5.00 
($4.50  for  100%  churches)  in  1975,  and  in 
order  to  cut  costs,  the  magazine  was  re- 
duced from  a  biweekly  to  a  monthly  in  1976. 

Since  ends  still  didn't  meet,  the  individual 
subscription  rate  was  increased  to  $5.75  in 


IP.  M.  S.  DEPARTMENT 

The  Lord  giveth  the  Word:  the  women  that     publish    the    tidings    are    a    great    host — Psalm    68:11. 

Material  which  formerly  appeared  in  Woman's  Outlook. 

Our  Command — "Forward  With  Christ" 


The  Gardens  of  the  Bibl< 


Mrs.  J.  Allen  Miller 


When  Primitive  Man  went  into  agriculture,  he 
found  certain  areas  better  than  others  for  the  pro- 
duction of  crops  and  the  pasturing  of  his  flocks,  and 
he  laid  claim  to  these  areas  and  fought  to  protect  his 
occupation  of  them.  Thus  the  herdsmen  of  Abra- 
ham's cattle  and  the  herdsmen  of  Lot  fought  be- 
cause, their  cattle  being  many,  "the  land  was  not 
able  to  bear  them." 

Agriculture  made  possible  the  feeding  of  a  larger 
population.  The  Agricultural  tribe  not  only  gains  in 
numbers,  strength  and  security,  but  finds  it  possible 
to  remain  in  one  locality,  to  build  permanent  shelters 
and  to  establish  settled  communities. 

The  Euphrates  Valley  with  its  delta  was  support- 
ing a  pastoral  and  agricultural  people  in  3500  B.  C. 
These  Sumerians  must  have  had  carefully  irrigated 
fields,  for  they  planted  onions  and  in  the  meadows 
between  they  raised  barley.  They  also  had  ex- 
tensive date  orchards.  Land  was  donated  to  temples. 
The  king  and  the  ruling  classes  improved  their 
estates.  Outlying  farms  and  the  tracts  set  aside  for 
ex-soldiers  were  cultivated  under  strict  laws.  Local 
values  were  reckoned  in  measures  of  barley. 

The  average  inhabitant's  diet  was  vegetarian.  Al- 
though these  Sumerians  were  doubtless  the  first 
systematic  agriculturalists,  of  the  gardens  they 
made  around  their  cities  on  the  Chaldean  plain  five 
thousand  years  ago  we  know  very  little. 

The  most  important  fact  about  this  Sumerian  cul- 
ture was  that  it  bred  others.  It  spread  up  the  Eu- 
phrates and  Tigris  valleys,  it  obtained  a  foothold  in 
Syria  and  penetrated  eastward  into  Asia. 

To  that  civilization  which  grew  up  through  vari- 
ous results  of  Babylonian  and  Assyrian  conquest  we 
are  indebted,  we  gardeners,  for  their  contributions, 
— the  private  park,  the  formally  irrigated  gardens 
and  the  garden  of  terraces. 

The  Garden  of  Eden  is  the  first  mentioned  in  the 
Bible.  In  Genesis  2  and  in  Hebrew  scriptures  we 
read   that   a  fountain  went  up  out  of  the  earth  and 


watered  all  the  face  of  the  ground.  Then  out  of  the 
dust  of  the  earth,  moistened  by  this  water,  Jahwah 
Elohim,  like  a  potter,  made  man,  and  having  made 
him,  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life, 
whereupon  man  became  a  living  creature.  And  be- 
cause he  was  made  out  of  the  ground  he  was  called 
man  (Adam).  And  Jahwah  Elohim  planted  a  gar- 
den in  Eden,  far  away  to  the  East,  and  caused  all 
sorts  of  beautiful  trees  and  goodly  fruit  to  grow 
there  and  the  tree  of  life  and  the  tree  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  good  and  evil.  Through  the  garden,  coming 
from  the  fountain  which  connected  with  the  waters 
beneath  the  earth,  flowed  a  great  stream  watering 
the  garden  and  dividing,  as  it  left  it  into  the  four 
great  rivers  of  the  world  (Babylonian  rivers). 
Jahwah  Elohim  put  man  in  His  garden  to  till  it  and 
guard  it,  and  permitted  him  to  eat  of  all  the  trees  in 
the  garden,  except  only  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil. 

The  name  Eden  is  a  Babylonian  word  meaning 
plain.  The  garden  was  not  in  Babylonia,  yet  it  lay  in 
the  region  out  of  which  the  rivers  of  Babylonia  take 
their  origin.  Eden  is  the  most  familiar  example  of  a 
sacred  plantation. 

We  can  also  begin  to  trace  woman's  role  and  in- 
fluence in  gardening.  The  tree  is  an  object  of  vener- 
ation and  its  culture  is  an  essential  part  of  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  and  the  diversion  of  manhood.  The 
worst  punishment  that  can  be  visited  on  a  foe  is  to 
cut  down  his  trees,  and  to  the  Assyrian  mind  the 
ultimate  symbol  of  eternal  life  was  a  tree  growing 
beside  a  stream.  To  them  the  tree  above  all  others 
was  the  palm,  and  rightly  so,  for  none  is  more  gen- 
erous in  its  services  to  man.  The  ancient  Arabs  used 
to  say  that  the  palm  has  as  many  uses  as  there  are 
days  in  the  year.  Its  wood  furnishes  building  tim- 
ber. From  its  fruit-juice  a  milk  was  made,  wine 
from  its  sap  and  sugar  from  its  syrup.  Its  tender 
tips  were  boiled  for  a  vegetable,  and  its  fruit  was  a 
necessary    part   of   the   national  diet.   The  earliest 


The  Woman's  Outlook  was  in- 
corporated into  the  Evangelist 
from  1935-38.  This  page  appeared 
in  the  July  9,  1938,  issue. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"Through  the  years  there  has  been  a  constant  plea  for 
more  subscribers  to  the  Evangelist — to  which  we  would 
add  our  voices  today." 


1977  and  to  $6.25  in  the  current  year,  with 
100%  churches  paying  $1.00  less  per  sub- 
scription and  subscribers  on  church  lists 
which  are  not  100%  paying  50<£  less.  In 
spite  of  these  increases,  and  even  though 
the  annual  publication  offering  goes  toward 
the  cost  of  publishing  the  Evangelist,  the 
magazine  still  incurs  an  annual  loss  of 
over  $6,000. 

Circulation 

Through  the  years  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant plea  for  more  subscribers  to  the 
Evangelist — to  which  we  would  add  our 
voices  today.  It  will  be  of  interest,  perhaps, 
to  note  how  the  circulation  has  waxed  and 
waned  through  the  years. 

The  earliest  indication  of  the  circulation 
of  The  Progressive  Christian  comes  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Dayton  Convention  of 
1883.  According  to  a  statement  by  S.  H. 
Bashor,  Holsinger  took  hold  of  the  Pro- 
gressive when  there  were  about  425  sub- 
scribers. This  apparently  refers  to  Holsing- 
er's  repurchase  of  the  paper  in  April  of 
1880,  when  he  picked  up  the  pieces  left  by 
Beer  (see  previous  article). 

The  next  twelve  years  saw  a  considerable 
increase  in  subscribers,  for  Holsinger  re- 
ported at  the  1892  Convention  that  circula- 
tion of  the  Evangelist  was  a  few  copies  over 
2000.  This  was  just  before  Holsinger  sold 
the  paper  to  the  Brethren  Church.  In  1894, 
two  years  after  the  denomination  took  over 
the  magazine,  circulation  was  reported  as 
1,900. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century  the  circulation 
was  nearing  the  3000  mark,  but  this  number 
had  still  not  been  reached  by  January  1904. 
In  the  first  issue  of  that  year  Editor  C.  F. 
Yoder  said,  "Three  more  new  subscribers 
from  each  congregation  would  round  out 
the  three  thousand."  There  were  about  175 
congregations  at  that  time. 

Circulation  figures  are  not  known  for 
1910,  but  a  special  campaign  begun  March 
30,  1910,  brought  in  over  1000  new  subscrip- 
tions by  June  1  of  the  same  year — surely 


Are  You  One  of  Those  Who 
Helped  This  List  Grow? 

A  Large  Number  Have  Not  Yet  Responded 
to  Our  Appeal.  Only  Two  Weeks  Left  and 
We  want  to  Hear  from  You  within  that  Time. 
We  are  Assured  that  it  will  be    a    Success. 

Do  Not  Forget  About  Prof.  J. 
Allen  Miller's  Articles  on  Doc- 
trinal  Subjects. 


How  Your  District  Stands  Today! 

(MAY     1 Y) 

Ohio 237 

Indiana 145 

Pennsylvania 109 

Maryland,   Virginia  &  W.   Va.__   94 

Pacific  Coast  &   Arizona 80 

Illiokota 61 

Kanemorado 23 

Canada „ ...     2 

Michigan... 2 

753 

We  Want  1000  New  Subscriptions 

BY    JUNE     1 


33    lXiiiiil><3i*s    for    50c. 


The    Brethren    Publishing   Co., 
Ashland,    Ohio 

This  offer  helped  bring  in  1,000  new  sub- 
scriptions in  just  two  months.  It  appeared  on 
May  18,  1910. 
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an  all-time  record  increase  for  the  Evan- 
gelist for  such  a  short  period  of  time. 

From  1916-1920  a  Four  Year  Program 
of  the  denomination  had  as  one  of  its  goals 
"The  Brethren  Evangelist  in  75  per  cent  of 
the  homes  of  the  church."  This  resulted  in 
a  tremendous  increase  in  subscribers.  Edi- 
tor R.  R.  Teeter  reported  at  the  1918  Con- 
ference that  subscriptions  had  increased  by 
2000  over  the  previous  year.  Unfortunately, 
he  did  not  state  for  posterity  the  total  fig- 
ures for  that  year.  Indications  are,  however, 
that  total  circulation  was  around  4500.  By 
the  end  of  the  Four  Year  Program,  Evan- 
gelist subscriptions  reached  the  all-time 
high  of  5,300. 

Contrast  this  with  the  situation  in  1939 
after  the  denomination  divided  over  the 
"grace"  controversy.  The  December  2,  1939, 
Evangelist  announced  that  the  subscription 
list  was  1,619,  and  added,  "We  are  asking 
for  1,500  New  Subscribers  NOW." 

Circulation  did  begin  to  climb  once  again, 
and  by  1961,  when  the  three  other  denomi- 
national magazines  were  combined  with  the 
Evangelist  approximately  4,300  subscribers 
were  receiving  the  magazine.  Unfortunate- 
ly, almost  1000  subscribers  were  lost  that 
year. 


Circulation  began  to  climb  once  again. 
The  most  recent  high  mark  was  in  1974, 
when  subscribers  reached  4250.  This  peak 
was  reached  two  years  after  Annual  Con- 
ference adopted  a  resolution  of  1972  Con- 
ference Moderator  Donald  Rowser  that  each 
local  church  provide  the  Evangelist  for  all 
of  its  families,  making  each  church  a  100% 
church.  Since  1974  subscriptions  have  again 
fallen  off  somewhat  to  the  present  level  of 
3730. 

The  world  of  1878  was  vastly  different 
from  our  world  of  today.  Tremendous 
changes  have  taken  place  in  almost  every 
area  of  man's  life — in  transportation,  dress, 
entertainment,  cost  of  living,  lifestyle,  and 
so  on. 

The  Evangelist  has  also  passed  through 
tremendous  changes  during  these  past  100 
years.  What  started  out  as  a  four-page 
paper,  printed  all  in  black,  with  no  pictures 
and  almost  no  thought  to  layout  and  design, 
has  become  a  36-page,  two-color,  well- 
illustrated  magazine  designed  to  appeal  to 
the  eye  and  to  lead  to  the  text. 

Few  of  us  would  want  to  return  to  the 
world  of  1878.  Likewise,  few  of  us,  if  given 
the  choice,  would  want  to  return  to  the 
Evangelist  of  100  years  ago. 


Ideal  Christian  Literature 

The  problem  of  transmitting  to  posterity  the  truth,  so  far  as  we  ourselves  possess  itr 
and  of  thus  perpetuating  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  faith  is  one  which  should 
appeal  to  every  Christian.  If  it  be  possible  to  equip  the  generation  coming  with 
the  practical  advantages  of  the  culture  and  experience  of  those  who  are  now  living,  no 
gift  which  we  can  make  to  them  can  compare  in  value  and  importance  with  a  legacy 
of  spiritual  truth.  The  literature  of  the  church  is  the  medium  through  which  this  gift 
must  chiefly  be  made,  and  by  which  our  possessions  of  divine  truth  are  made  imme- 
diately available  as  ready  capital  in  the  hands  of  those  who  shall  take  up  the  work  where 
we  lay  it  down. 

...  It  is  possible  to  conceive  of  the  existence  of  a  church  in  the  present  without  a 
literature;  oral  teaching  and  example  might  preserve  among  its  membership  some  sort 
of  uniformity  of  faith  and  life,  but  the  continuity  of  the  church's  distinctive  life  and 
doctrines  would  be  impossible  without  a  literature  of  some  kind. 

...  A  sermon  may  have  as  great  an  immediate  effect  as  a  published  article;  possess- 
ing as  it  does  more  of  the  personal  element,  it  may  be  used  more  effectively  in  appeals 
to  the  individual  conscience  than  the  printed  discourse,  but  in  the  matter  of  preserving 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  as  a  church,  and  of  maintaining  the  continuity  of  religious 
thot  and  life  from  one  generation  to  the  next,  our  publications  rather  than  the  sermons 
which  our  ministers  preach,  must  be  recognized  as  the  chief  medium. 

.  .  .  Let  him  write  who  has  a  message;  and  let  the  motive  prompting  the  sending  of 
the  message  be  zeal  for  God  and  love  for  the  church.  Let  his  purpose  be  to  make  the 
burden  easier,  the  pathway  brighter,  and  the  truth  clearer  for  those  for  whom  he  writes, 
and  then  whatever  his  theme,  how  little  or  great  his  learning  may  be,  the  writings  of 
such  a  man  will  possess  at  least  one  quality  which  is  ideal — it  will  be  the  message  of  a 
sincere  and  honest  soul. 

— /.  M.  Tombaugh,  January  3,  1906 
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'I  Am  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life."— Jesus 


Volume  XXII 


ASHLAND,  O.,  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  27,    1900. 


No.  50 


Editorial 

The  Dying  Century 

The  closing  century  is  chiefly  distinguished  for 
its  unexampled  record  in  all  the  lines  of  material 
progress.  Take  whatever  field,  of  science,  of  inven- 
tion, development  of  soil  and  mine,  discovery  and  do- 
mestication of  new  natural  forces,  creation  of  vast 
wealth,  multiplication  of  material  comforts,  and  the 
closing  century  will  show  more  progress  than  was 
achieved  before  in  the  whole  extended  history  of 
mankind.  This  is  a  marvelous  fact,  and  furnishes 
the  ground  for  unlimited  boasting  upon  the  part  of 
those  who  think  that  material  progress  is  the  main 
thing,  and  also  of  some  very  earnest  philosophical 
speculation  upon  the  part  of  those  who  try  to  dis- 
cover the  secret  psychological  forces  which  govern 
the  springs  of  human  action.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  all  this  merely  physical  advancement  of  the  last 
century,  and  what  relation  does  it  bear  to  human 
progress?     What  are  its  spiritual  le»*"*"    ° 

The  century  began  with  th' 
tion  of  the  western  world.     L 
just  risen  in  America,  was  bu1 
pressed   people   of   Europe, 
ages  were  being  struck  from  t 
was  doubtless  this  new  freedo 
the  first  impulse  to  all  that  w 
that  followed,   illustrating  the  1 
century  with  panoramic  splendoi 
years  men  had  lived  in  various  dt 
bondage,  in  want  and  discomfort 
tainty,  without  incentive,  and  ah 
Suddenly  a  new  era  arises,  the  era 
new  genius  of  the  modern  world  f 
in  a  continent  which  was  not  expo 
als  of  the  old  world,  its  wars  and 
where  in  consequence  it  was  possib. 
maximum  of  social  order  and  political  s 
the  first  time  in  human  history  men  could 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  inhabiting,  and  could  (jic^.. 
with  the  certainty  of  eating  of  their  own  vine.     Un- 
der the  protective  aegis  of  Liberty,  the  first  impulse 
of  the  human  mind  has  been  to  secure  the  utmost 
possible  possession  of  physical  comfort  and  temporal 
luxury.     To  this  end  tribute  has  been  laid  upon  all 

August  1978 


the  forces  and  all  the  resources  of  nature,  until  it  al- 
most seems  that  we  have  exhausted  the  marvelous 
treasures  which  were  so  long  hidden  in  her  capacious 
bosom. 

The  unexampled  material  progress  of  the  century 
carries  spiritual  lessons,  but  we  can  not  say  that  pro- 
gress along  the  higher  lines  of  human  interest  has 
been  so  marked  or  so  triumphant.  In  literature  the 
century  displays  a  galaxy  of  brilliant  stars,  but  no 
such  luminaries  as  those  which  gilded  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  centuries  with  peculiar  splen- 
dor. In  religion  no  great  prophet  has  arisen,  no 
mighty  reformer.  A  comparatively  small  fraction 
of  the  century's  material  wealth  has  been  consecrated 
to  missionary  effort,  and  in  consequence  we  are  able 
to  point  to  a  distinctly  new  revival  of  apostolic  zeal 
for  the  evangelization  of  heathen  races.  The  cen- 
tury closes  with  another  book  of  martyrs,  and  China 
in  these  last  days  furnishes  her  contribution  to  that 
numerous  host  which  "came  up  thru  great  tribula- 
tion, having  their  robes  washed  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb."     A  worM-"-' "  ^-k  is  the  sav- 

yet  the 
spirit 
ome 
ark 
;ht- 
rith 
:nce 
ure, 
pur 
in  her 
js,    the 
e  of  the 
and  the 
till  "the 
"     More 
ifore,   the 
*e  spiritual. 
...  is  making  tne   ..  -utiful  and  com- 

.ctole,  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  human  aspiration. 
The  latter  is  pointing  with  increasing  earnestness 
and  yet  with  increasing  difficulty  to  that  higher  des- 
tiny which  will  bloom  in  the  heavens  with  indescrib- 
able glory  when  the  ruins  of  all  the  materialism  and 
material  worlds  shall  have  passed  from  the  memory 
of  the  mightiest  archangel. 
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"LEAVING  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  CHRIST,  LET  US  GO  ON  UNTO  PERFECTION." 


1  .£5£»  per   Aiinmri,  In    Advanco 


VOL.  II. 


BERLIN,  PA.,  FRIDAY,   APR.  30,  1880. 


NO.l. 


POETRY. 


Next  evening  we  expected  to  com-    troubled   path   smooth   and    mountain 
mence  our  services  In  the  Good   Tern-    loominp  "■  "  '  '--""a  mole   hill 

plats'  ball,  but  were  ousted  by  a  secret    of  *■' 
band,    who    claimed    priority   in    - 

-™»nt.-    Tlie  trustee"  -' 


good  and  jrlurioua   cause  tliat  we  repre- 
scut.     Does  anybody  want  such  a  dis- 
astrous result  to  obtain  with  us?  "Cer- 
"  ''v  not."    Certainly   every   brother 
"-  ('urist  would  deeply  de- 


watchword:  True  principle  and  Chris. 

tian  honor. 

Abound  in  the  - 
courteo"- 


attlafc,  Uromldl,  who  died  recentl* 
the  work  remains  rincompleier1 
"  ''ingress  is  in  se.saion  » 


The  Progressive  Christian  met  an 
early  death  in  1879,  but  Holsinger  re- 
vived it  on  April  30,  1880.  Here  and 
on  pages  15  and  16  are  items  from 
that  issue — the  oldest  one  we  know  to 
exist. 

Below  is  the  masthead  statement  as 
it  appeared  in  that  issue.  At  right  is  an 
example  of  "letters  to  the  editor."  In 
those  days,  these  letters  were  frequently 
followed  by  a  response  from  the  editors. 

On  page  16  you'll  find  a  statement 
by  the  editors  as  to  their  responsibility 
for  the  content  of  the  paper. 


n 


A  weekly  religious  jouni.nl,  an  earnest  a 
compromising  advocate  of  the  "faith  once  llv 
crcd  to  the  saints,"  holding  that  the  doctrines 
commandments,  ordinances,  and  principles  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  must  be  received  and  observed  as 
they  were  delivered  by  the  great  Head  of  the 
Chtire.ll,  and  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  must  be  the 
standard  of  appeal  and  evidence  In  the  determina- 
tion of  religious  truth. 

The    I'rookeksiive   CHRISTIAN    will    advocate 
progress — an  onward  movement— by  the  use  of   all 
lawful    and    expedient     means.     We  hold  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  keep  pace  with  the  times. 

The  Progressive  Christian  will  allow  and  en- 
roll rage  everyone  to  ex  press  his  views  on  any  relig- 
ious subject.  We  believe  in  free  speech  and  a  free 
press.  The  truth  cannot  sutler,  and  error  cannot 
prosper,  byn  free  discussion.  Contributions  must, 
atho  a  christian   spirit,    and   be  free 


bri 


however,    uii~«tiii*  n  ciuisiiau    spirit.,    auo    nc   nee 
from  immorality,    bitter  personalities-  and  asper- 


sions. 

The  paper  shall  reejx»et  the  opinions  of  «14,  b«t 
wink  at .the  errors  ol  none;  ana  shall  conform  to 
the  sound  adage,  "Inessentials  unity,  in  non-es- 
sentials liberty,  and  in  all  things  r  liar  it  v.  " 

The  Progressive  Christian  will  contain  reiig- 

lous  and  moral  essays;  news  of  general  Interest, 
especially  religious  news;  church  news  or  corre- 
spondence; notices  of  meetings,  marriages,  and 
deaths;  and  it  will  devote  a  few  columns  to  useful 
advertisements.  It  will  be  our  constant  aim  to 
keep  our  readers  well-posted  in  everything  that 
will  be  of  interest,  to  them,  and  will  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  advance  holiness  and  the  interests  of  the 
church.  Especial  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
neglected  virtues  and  duties. 

TERMS:  UMi  DOLLAR  AXD  TWEST-YIVE 
OEyi'S A   YEAli.     Send  stamp  fur  spcimen  Copy, 

Direct  all  Utters  ane  communications  to 

HOT.S1NGEH  &  MILLER, 
KJEHt,IIV.  Somerset  Co..   FA. 


CORRESPOISTDBNGE. 


Union  Deposit,  Pa.,  ( 
April  17,  1S80.  ) 
Holsinger  &  Miller,  Dear  Brethren  : 

I  am 
not  a  little  perplexed  about  what  to 
say  in  reply  to  brother  Miller's  note  of 
12th  inst.  It  would  be  profoundly 
agreeable  to  my  feelings  to  fellowship 
yon  in  your  joint  enterprise,  could  1  see 
flint  your  aim  and  effort  were  in  line 
with  the  Incarnation. 

I  cordially  endorse  the  four  specifica- 
tions in  the  supplement  you  sent  me  : 
Colleges,  Missions,  Sabbath  schools, 
and  an  educated  ministry.  But  on  all 
these  there  is  sufficient  margin  for  seri- 
ous trouble  and  positive  evil. 

I  feel  confident  that  I  could  please 
neither  yourselves  nor  your  readers  by 
the  thoughts  I  might  contribute  for 
your  columns.  This  is  one  reason  for 
declining  your  invitation. 

Here  is  an  other:  I  have  no  heart  to 
present  the  purpose  of  the  cross,  and 
the  essential  idea  of  the  Christian  life, 
only  to  have  it  rebuffed  by  ignorant, 
personal  brow-beating,  and  representa- 
tions wide  of  the  truth  ;  as  has  been 
done  in  No.  20,  Vol.  1.  I  am  reluctant 
to  enter  the  doctrinal  arena  with  those 
who  save  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
candor. 

And  lastly,  my  pen  being  the  only 
means  of  remuneration  at  my  com- 
mand, I  am  obliged  to  employ  it  where 
it  means  food  and  raiment,  as  well  as 

light  and  holiness  and  peace. 

My  wishes  for  your  personal  weal 
caniiot  be  warmer  nor  stronger  than 
they  are;  but  I  have  no  God- 
speed .for  any  paper  save  to  the  extent 
of  its  harmony  with  the  purpose  of  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh. 

If  we  do  not  prize  truth  sufficiently 
to  suffer  and  die  for  it,  it  is  nothing  to 
us.     Its  authority  is  absolute. 

Written  with  fraternal  spirit  and  in- 
tent. 

C.  II.  Balsbaugh. 
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COMMENT. 

It  seems  Bro.  Balsbaugh  will  not 
write  for  us,  1st,  because  lie  could 
please  none  connected  with  the  paper. 
Here  lie  is  mistaken. 

2nd.  He  thinks  he  has  been  abused 
Mistaken  again,  but  if  so  why  not  re- 
taliate in  the  scriptural  way  ? 

3rd.  Must  work  for  a  living.  Tnie 
we  could  not  pay  anything.  Where 
would  the  church  be  if  every  preacher 
stayed  at  home  to  earn  food  and  rai- 
ment ?  We  cannot  see  the  force  of 
your  reasoning  and  will  have  to  ob- 
ject to  your  arguments. 

If  you  stick  to  the  cross  and  its  story 
we  will  guarantee  you  immunity  from 
danger,  but  if  you  leave  your  pulpit  to 
engage  on  the  common  with  t!ie  rest  of 
us  unpleasant  results  may  follow.  Sup- 
pose you  try  us  an  article  or  two. 


Schuylkill,  Pa.  ) 
April  13,  LSSU.  j 

Mi/  dear  Brethren : 

Yours  of  the  Otli 
came  to  hand  yesterday — I  have  thought 
some  on  it — I  do  not  know  whether  to 
rejoice  or  to  be  sorry  in  vievvof  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Progressive  Chris- 
tian—sister  Julia  Wood  will  be  glad— 
(she  has  some  hope  of  getting  to  A.M.) 
Can  you  clothe  yourselves  in  the  cast 
off  clothing  of  richer  members  or  friends 
— can  you  sustain  life  on  corn  or  Indian 
meal  and  potatoes — can  you  raise  a  bet- 
ter type  than  brother  Henry  had, — if 
you  are  prepared  to  do  all  that, — then 
go  on  and  the  Lord  bless  you  *  * 
*  You  will  not  receive  much  support. 
The  world  will  not  appreciate  your  la- 
bors, and  a  large  portion  of  the.  church 
will  put  all  the  "Damper'"  on  you  they 
can.  Dear  brother  you  did  not  proph- 
sy  when  the  Phoenix  would  rise  from 
its  ashes. 

As  to  my,  "sending  some  thins"  for 
publication,  I  think  it  demands  a 
doubt. 

I  never  cultivated  the  talent  for 
transfer  of  ideas,  from  my  mind  to  the 
minds  of  others,  by  signs  made  on  pa- 
per by  the  pen.  It  is  an  art  and  science 
combined.  The  art  to  some  extent,  I 
have  gained  by  practice.  But  the  sci- 
ence of  literary  composition,  I  always 
feel  would  be  a  useless  effort  for  me  to 
attempt.  First,  because  of  want  of 
adapted  brain  power.  Secondly,  be- 
cause 1  always  thought  whatever  at- 
tainment I  might  reach,  others  could 
do  much  better.  And  my  plan  or  pur- 
pose of  action  had  been  to  try  to  induct 
into  the  minds  of  capableo)\es,tha crude 
ideas  I  held,  on  any  matter  of  impor- 
tance. And  let  them  elaborate  and  pol- 
ish and  fit  them  for  the    general  minds 


or  for  appearance  in  our  periodicals. 
But'  there  are  some,  (to  me)  great 
truths,  which  I  have  thus  endeavored 
to  poke  into  the  heads  of  capable  breth- 
ren for  40  years  past.  But  have  thus 
far  sadly  failed,  been  sadlv  disappoint- 
ed, and  now  in  my  "dotage"  1  sadly  do 
regret  that  my  neglect  to  cultivate  that 
inestimable  power  of  mind,  to  make 
signs  on  paper  with  such  attraction  and 
conviction  as  to  reproduce  in  other 
minds  the  great  and  beautiful  ideas 
God  has  enabled  me  to  see. 

Do  you  know,  dear  brother,  that 
there  is  not  a  vestige  of  proof  in  the 
blessed  Book  that  the  blessed  Jesus  ev- 
er made  or  tasted  alcoholic  wine. 

Do  you  know,  that  there  is  no  proof 
that  the  wine  Paul  recommended  to 
Timothy  was  the  fermented  fruit  of 
the  vine?  Do  you  know  that  the  wor- 
shipper of  Bachus  used  the  intoxicat- 
ing cup,  and  the  followers  of  Jesus  a 
different  cup  ? 

Do  you  know,  dear  brother,  that  the 
annotatorson  the  Good  Book,  which 
we  read,  who  wrote  since  the  discovery 
of  distillation,  and  by  consequence 
have  had  only  one  kind  of  wine  in  use. 
all  have  had  their  minds  becloud- 
ed on  the  wine  question  by  the  influ- 
ences of  the  oust  mis  of  society,  by  fol- 
lowing each  other  in  their  exegesis. 

Do  you  know  that  King  James'  trans- 
lators by  their  association  with  the 
world,  were  partially  blind  on  certain 
questions,  and  used  words  in  their 
translations  on  all  that  relates  to  wine. 
strong  drink,  &c,  and  words  such  as 
you  would  not  have  used,  or  would 
not  now  use  in  the  present  light  on 
that  ques^hm  ot  temperance,  if  you 
were  a  giiod  Greek  scholar  and  intelli- 
gent temperance  man. 

Isaac  Price. 


ANSWER. 

Deur  Bro. 

We  do  not  expect  to 
make  money  but  we  want  to  make 
the  paper  pay  its  way. 

We  do  expect  all  sorts  of  sbuse 
and  will  probably  not  be  disappoin- 
ted. We  will  have  a  better  type, 
and  we    want  you  to  write  for  us. 

Your  efforts  to  disseminate  truth 
have  not  been  a  failure. 

Some  seeds  require  more  than 
forty  years  for  germination.  Con- 
cerning your  "dotage",  while  the 
mind  and  body  move  slower  at  eigh 
ty  than  at  forty,  yet  while  your 
heart  remains  green  all  is  well.  The 
difference  between  you  and  some 
others  of  your  age  in  respect  to 
failing  powers,  is  in  the  fact  that 
both  you  and  they  are  mistaken. 
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THE    PAPEre. 

Our  readers  must  remember  that 
we  can  not  be  responsible  for  what 
appears  in  the  Progressive  col- 
umns outside  of  its  bearing  on  com- 
mon morality.  When  we  sit  down 
at  a  hotel  table  we  are  not  expect- 
ed  to  eat  of  every  dish  on  the  bill 
of  fare,  nor  yet  to  advocate  the  di- 
gestibility and  desirability  of  the 
various  preparations.  So  in  the 
reading  of  such  a  paper,  the  sub- 
scriber is  not  expected  to  accept  as 
truth  all  that  appears  in  its  columns. 

Thus  in  this  issue  there  are  Pro- 
gressive and  Conservative  articles. 

We  as  editors  do  not  believe  or 
endorse  all  the  utterances  printed 
over  other  names.  We  simply 
place  the  varied  bill  of  fare  before 
you  for  consideration  and  selection. 

If  the  reader  sees  anything  to 
which  he  takes  exception,  or  which 
he  thinks  is  erroneous,or  which  he 
could  im  prove,  he  is  welcome  to 
have  his  say  in  a  gentleman]  v  way 
nomat^-- how  we  disagree. 

Upon  this  principle  the  paper  is 
to  be  managed,  and  is  to  be  a  free 
rostrum.  But  we  want  it  under- 
stood fairly  at  the  start,  that  this 
paper  discusses  principles  and 
polities,  not  the  characters  of  indi- 
viduals, and  to  this  end  we  will 
print  no  communications  bearing 
on  an  individual  unless  such  article 
is  over  the  writer's  name. 

This  paper  is  not  a  vehicle  for 
the  dissemination  of  scandal. 

Discuss  principle  and  church  Poll- 
tics,  not  brethern  and  sisters. 


Vol.  4. 


The  Gospel    Preacher,  j'"™  noconc 

I  infer,  tliey  w 


Though  not  the  oldest  copy  extant  of  the  Gospel 
Preacher,  the  February  1 4,  1882,  issue  is  one  of  the 
most  readable. 

Shortly  after  this  issue  was  published,  the  Gospet 
Preacher  and  the  Progressive  Christian  were  merged 
into  one  magazine. 

Above  is  the  banner  of  the  paper  and  the  masthead. 

At  left  is  an  article  from  that  issue  advocating 
proper  conduct  at  the  upcoming  Annual  Meeting, 
the  one  at  which  Holsinger  was  expelled  from  the 
church. 

On  the  following  pages  are  articles,  columns,  ana 
advertisements  from  the  past.  Some  are  humorous 
Others  are  as  appropriate  today  as  they  were  when 
first  penned. 
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g  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." — Matthew  XXVIIJ,  20 


Ashland,  Ohio,  Tuesday,  February  14,  1882. 


No.  7. 


atever;  we  might  even 
<  »-  '  ^ngereoll 


perverter  of  facts.    A  * 
has  ever  ~^- 


"nuRcriptB    destroyed  in  the  year  79,  of  the  0^- 
^h^.v  consist  of  ah^4- 


'Phe  Ionian  is-ncxt  in  order,  is  soft.  s»T>r 
--1  its  oricri>'  '• 


THE  TONGUE. 


BY  T,EWJS  HAN<i. 


Even  so  the  tongue  is  a  little  member  and 
boasteth  great  things.  Behold  bow  great 
a  matter  a  little  tire  kindleth.  Now, 
Brethren,  the  Annual  Meeting  is  drawing- 
near,  and  it  becomes  those  who  are  sent  there 
to  make  ready,  be  sure  and  have  your  tongue 
bridled  with  charity;  but  the  tongue  can  no 
man*tame;  it  is  an  unruly  evil  full  of  deadly 
poison.  Pray  God  to  take  command  oi  your 
tongue,  that  it  may  speak  peace  on  earth 
and  (rod's  will  be  done,  lipw  that  little  mem- 
ber has  set  the  church  on  tire,  striking  the 
blows  of  the  adder,  and  has  been  fatal  to 
many  a  soul.  I  think  1  hear  the  church 
groan  and  weep  under  her  lamentable  con- 
dition, may  she  thoroughly  be  purged  from 
the  rudiments  of  man,  and  rise  up  in  new- 
ness of  life  and  behold  God's  word  in  its  sim- 
plicity  and  purity,  and  no  more  speak  evil  of 
another  brother,  and  C-fod  will  be  glorified. 
Now  brethren  wnen  you  go  to  Annual  .Meet- 
ing, take  the  spirit  with  you  that  is  easily 
entreated,  that  envieth  not  and  the  Word  oi 
God  for  the  sword,  and  wield  that  to  and 
fr<>,  and  you  will  be  of  mighty  power  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord.  Sacrifice  self-will,  and 
do  the  will  of  our  Father  in  heaven.  Now 
brethren,  when  you  meet  at  Annual  Meeting 
exercise  charity,  bare  and  forbeare  one  anoth- 
er. Romans  xiv.:  5.  "One  mm  esteemeth 
one  day  above  another;  auother  esteemeth 
every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be  fully 
persuaded  in  his  own  mind."  Now  some  es- 
teem the  uniform  2;arb  better  than  all    others, 


while  others  esteem  all  plain  garbs  alike  and 
equally  good,  and  there  certainly  can  lie 
no  wrong  in  that,  but  be  careful,  brother,  if 
you  have  the  uniform  garb,  that  you  do  not 
esteem  yourself  better  than  your  brother, 
who  has  not  conformed  to  the  uniformity  of 
of  dress,  he  that  exalts  himself  shall  be 
abased.  Now  brother,  if  you  are  not  con 
formed  to  the  order  of  uniformity  of  dress, 
do  not  scoff  at  them  who  am,  but  esteem  them 
equally  good,  or  as  the  Scripture,  saith  better 
than  ourselves.  If  it  is  wrong  to  depart  irom 
the  order  of  uniformity  of  dress,  it  is  (or  this 
simple  reason  :  that  the  Dunkard  church  has 
made  it  a  custom:  tin:  gospel  >ays,  render 
custom  to  whom  custom  is  due.  Why  not 
dispense  with  such  a  custom,  that  puts  us  at 
variance  so  much  with  one  another  in  the 
household  of  faith,  'fake  plain  ocss  and  make 
it  a  test  of  fellowship,  and  then  the  Word  of 
God  will  support  you.  It  will  cut  off  all  that 
is  simply  worn  for  an  ornament  of  fashion. 
It  will  even  cut  off  the  uniformity,  if  it  is  of 
costly  array.  It  will  bring  the  proud  and 
haughty  down  to  the  man  of  low  estate  :  the 
filthy  and  slothful  it  will  bring  up  to  he  de- 
cent and  in  order.  Now  brethren  yon  see 
that  plainness  is  the  only  thing  that  wdl  hinge 
with  the  gospel  perfectly  from  beginning  to 
end.  Plainness  is  non-conformity  to  the  world, 
while  uniformity  is  simply  a  custom.  The 
world  seeks  to  be  arrayed  in  all  its  pomp  and 
gorgeous  array,  it  also  seeks  uniformity  on 
the  battle  Held,  theatrical  troops  and  bands. 
But  no  where  does  tin.'  world  seek  plainness, 
for  it  is  not  of  tle>  world,  but  plainness  is  of 
Hod  and  behooves  his  people  to  follow  ]\  ns 
true  followers  of  Christ. 
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A  TWENTIETH  CENTURY  FORECAST 

J     C     CASSEL 

It  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  unusual  inter- 
est and  novelty  for  the  present  generation  to 
pass  from  one  century  into  another.  I  sup- 
pose this  must  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  it 
never  had  such  an  opportunity  before  and 
never  expects  to  have  one  again,  (humanly 
speaking)  consequently  almost  every  one  is 
trying  to  make  the  most  of  it,  our  Editor 
not  excepted.  Well,  it  is  all  right  to  make 
a  good  start  even  if  we  do  not  expect  to  live 
to  the  end  of  the  century. 

As  the  twentieth  century  is  yet  future  one 
cannot  write  about  it  according  to  any  es- 
tablished dogmas,  but  simply  speculate,  and 
as  the  speculations  of  one  individual  are 
about  as  good  as  those  of  another  I  will  try 
my  hand  at  it  for  a  short  time- 

One  hears  and  reads  much  about  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  coming  century,  as  if 
they  would  be  greater  than  they  were 
during  the  past  one,  but  no  one  gives  a  good 
excuse  for  that  theory.  Men  always  have 
been,  and  always  will  be  responsible  for  the 
proper  use  of  all  their  knowledge  and  pos- 
sessions ;  the  fact  that  in  a  few  days  from 
now  we  will  write  1901  instead  of  1900  will 
not  change  matters  one  iota. 

Humanly  speaking  I  do  not  look  for  as 
great  a  proportionate  advancement  during 
the  twentieth  century  over  the  nineteenth  as 
there   was   during   the   nineteenth   over  the 


eighteenth.  My  reasons  for  this  are  two- 
fold ;  first,  because  of  physical  limitation!!, 
and  secondly  I  believe  that  the  dispensation 
will  close  and  the  Lord  will  come  again  be- 
fore the  century  closes,  and  thus  cut  short 
purely  human  genius  and  enterprise. 

As  to  physical  limitations  let  us  observe 
that  the  wonderful  advancements  ofthenine- 
teentb  century  are  nearly  all  attributable,  di 
rectly  or  indirectly,  to  the  discovery  and 
adaptation  of  steam  and  electricity,  and  the 
bounds  or  limits  of  those  forces  are  well- 
nigh  reached.  Already  the  speed  of  a  tele- 
graph message  is  such  that  men  can  scar~ely 
measure  the  wee  moment  of  time  it  takes  to 
send  it  three  or  four  thousand  miles  across 
the  country.  Oa  this  point  at  least  the  limit 
of  possibility  is  reached  and  twentieth  cen- 
tury genius  will  have  to  be  content  with 
what  the  nineteenth  has  accomplished.  The 
power  of  electricity  is  indeed  limitless,  but 
the  focalizing  of  that  power  upon  any  given 
point  or  object  is  limited  to  the  strength  of 
the  machinery  that  can  be  applied,  and  en- 
gineering skill  is  already  well-nigh  exhausted 
in  that  direction. 

Just  the  same  with  steam  power ;  already 
we  shoot  great  massive  steamers  across  the 
seas  at  a  rate  of  over  twenty  miles  per  hour, 
but  to  do  this  it  takes  machinery  so  heavy 
that  it  is  only  built  and  put  together  with 
great  difficulty,  and  cannot  be  repaired  on 
the  sea  if  it  happens  to  break.  Railroad 
speed  has  nearly  or  quite  reached  the  one 
hundred  mile  per  hour  mark,  give  it  a  little 
more  and  the  machinery  flies  to  atoms. 

Building  enterprise  has  grown  during  the 
nineteenth  century  from  one  and  two  stories 
high  to  thirty  five  stories  I  think  ;  to  have  a 
proportionate  increase  during  the  twentieth 
century  will  mean  buildings  seventy  stories 
high  at  the  close  of  it.  Perhaps  they  will 
be  !  Possibly  some  twentieth  century  archi- 
tect will  undertake  to  build  the  city  of  Rev. 
21  :  16,  twelve  thousand  furlongs  high  ;  if  so 
he  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury of  the  first  era,  and  consult  the  pyramid 
builders  how  to  go  about  it  ;  after  he  has 
learned  the  engineering  secrets  of  that  re- 
mote age,  he  will  have  to  appeal  to  the  Al- 
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mighty  to  suspend  present  physical  laws  to 
make  the  scheme  feasible.  Would  it  not  be 
wonderful  ? 

By  way  of  digression  let  us  look  at  the 
probable  literary  development  of  the  coming 
century.  No  doubt  it  will  be  great,  but  its 
greatness  will  consist  in  looking  backward 
rather  than  forward,  Just  as  it  did  during  the 
present  century.  Men  are  wiser  than  they 
were,  because  of  what  they  have  dug  up  from 
the  tombs  and  ruins  of  remote  and  prehis 
toric  ages  ;  it  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  that 
students  and  scholars  look  back  instead  of 
ahead  for  the  acquisition  of  correct  knowl- 
edge ;  oui  schools  rumage,  the  classics  for 
mental  development ;  the  archaeologist  is  a 
more  interesting  character  than  the  explorer 
in  new  fields. 

For  statesmanship  we  look  backward  to 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  ; 
no  sane  man  is  looking  for  much  during  the 
twentieth  in  that  direction  ;  great  men  are 
born  in  poverty  and  cradled  in  adversity  ; 
great  wealth  and  resultant  ease  and  conven- 
iences tend  to  contract  the  mind. 

Again,,  for  colossal  piety  we  look  back- 
ward. Knox  and  Wesley  and  Whitfield  and 
Fox  and  Moore,  together  with  many  more  of 
their  days  are  the  stars  in  the  spiritual  firma- 
ment. Toe  twentieth  century  promises  but 
little  in  the  direction  of  holy  living,  or 
mighty  spiritual  power.  The  materialism  of. 
modern  schools  has  already  well  nigh  de- 
stroyed credence  in  the  supernatural,  and 
their  inflaence  is  expanding  rather  than  con- 
tracting. 

Under  my  second  head  I  observe  first  that 
the  material  advancement  of  our  day  is  the 
outgrowth  of  spiritual  development  in  past 
days.  The  discoveries  and  adaptations  of 
the  two  great  physical  forces  which  have 
brought  such  unspeakable  convenience,  and 
comfort  and  wealth  to  the  world  were  made 
since  the  reformation  in  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries,  and  nearly  all  of  them  in 
Protestant,  Christian  countries.  When  men 
began  to  worship  the  Creator  rather  than  the 
creature,  (the  virgin,  the  Pope  and  the 
saints)  God  illuminated  the  minds  and  in- 
tensified the  perceptions  of  mankind  ;  won- 
derful gen'us,  and  ma'erial  advancement  has 
been  the  result.  But  great  material  blessing 
brings  about  a  feeling  of  self-sufficiency  ;  the 
Blesser  is  forgotten,  and  the  material  be- 
comes the  God  ;  there  is  a  very  marked 
growth  in  this  direction  even  before  we  en- 
ter  the   twentieth  century.     Judgment   and 


hell  and  torment  are  back  numbers,  already 
getting  musty  on  the  shelves  of  materialism, 
so  there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  that  direction 
and  all  to  gain  in  this  life,  and  men  are 
scrambling  for  the  biggest  pile  like  college 
boys  for  the  ball  in  a  foot  ball  game.  We 
call  it  competition,  the  life  of  trade,  it  will 
be  that  with  a  vengeance  at  some  time  dur- 
ing the  coming  century. 

If  time  lasts  a  little  longer  there  will  of 
course  be   great  fortunes    and  great   enter- 
prises,   great    splendor   and   great   display, 
great  fetes  and  great  feasts,  but  as  greatness 
in  these   directions   has  always  resulted   in 
mental  decadence,  and  the  fall  of  kings  and 
dynasties  and  dispensations,  so  it  will  again. 
Jesus  with  divine  pre  science  has  even  fore- 
told   this   very   result  in  Luke    17  :  26,  27, 
"And  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Noe  so  shall  it 
be  in  the  days  of  the  Son  of  Man."     They 
did  eat,    they   drank,    they   married  wives, 
they  were  given  in  marriage  until  the  day 
that  Noe  entered  into  the  ark,  and  the  flood 
came  and  destroyed  them  all.     That  is  all 
that  were  eating  and  drinking  and  marrying 
and  giving  in  marriage,  or  making  a  materi- 
alistic or  natural  life  the  highest  aim  of  their 
ambition. 

To  be  brief,  I  believe  first,  that  the  Jews, 
as  a  people  and  a  nation  will  establish  them- 
selves again  in  the  land  which  God  gave  to 
their  fathers  for  an  everlasting  possession, 
and  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  twentieth 
century.  My  reasons  for  this  expectation 
are  found  in  Jer.  3  :  14  19,  and  Hosea  1:  10, 
n,  and  in  harmony  with  those  scriptures 
the  present  Zonistic  movement  consisting 
of  over  one  thousand  Zionist  societies  or- 
ganized during  the  last  few  years  thru- out 
the  world  wherever  Jews  are  found,  with  a 
large  contingent  of  them  already  in  the  Holy 
land. 

Secondly,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Zion- 
istic  movement  is  altogether  a  rational  and 
materialistic  and  in  no  sense  a  spiritual 
movement  I  believe  that  the  anti  Christ  will 
be  developed  thru  it  according  to  Dan.  7  : 
25,  and  9  :  27. 

Thirdly,  I  believe  that  following  the  as- 
sumptions of  the  personal  anti  Christ  will  be 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  himself  again, 
first  to  call  forth  the  dead  saints  from  their 
graves,  and  simultaneously  change  the  living 
saints  as  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  from 
mortal  to  immortal  beings,  and  bring  them 
altogether  to  himself  in  the   air,  and  then  a 
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few  years  later  come  with  his  saints  (the 
bride)  in  judgment  upon  the  earth,  to  de- 
stroy the  anti-  Christ,  chain  satan  for  a  thou- 
sand years,  and  subdue  the  nations  unto 
himself  :  it  is  then  that  the  meek  will  inherit 
the  earth,  and  Jesus  will  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  David  and  reign  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  cf  lords.  This  according  to  many 
scriptures  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, Hosea  3:4,  5,  possibly  the  most 
pointed  one.  Then  in  natural  order  will 
follow  the  fulfillment  of  Isaiah  2:24,  which 
reads  as  follows  :  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass 
in  the  last  days  that  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord's  house  shall  be  established  in  the  top 
of  the  mountains  and  shall  be  exalted  above 
the  hills  and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it, 
and  many  shall  go  and  say,  Come  ye  and  let 
us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
house  of  the  God  of  Jacob  ;  and  he  will 
teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his 
paths  ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem, 
and  he  shall  judge  among  the  nations  and 
shall  rebuke  many  people,  and  they  shall 
beat  their  swords  into  plowshares  and  their 
spears  into  pruniDg  hooks  ;  nation  shall  not 
lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more." 

I  think  it  will  be  admitted  by  eyery  reader 
that  I  am  not  at  all  pessimistic  concerning 
the  events  of  the  twentieth  century,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  the  greatest  century  of  both 
eras,  and  that  the  marvelous,  physical  and 
material  advancement  of  the  nineteenth  is 
simply  preparatory  to  the  consummation  of 
the  events  of  the  twentieth.  The  Prophet 
Zechariah,  in  his  last  chapter  tells  us  that 
when  the  Lord  reigns  upon  the  earth  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  must  represent  every 
year  at  the  feast  of  tabernacles  in  Jerusalem: 
this  would  not  be  possible  without  steam  and 
electricity,  but  with  the  development  of 
those  two  sister  forces  that  is  altogether  pos- 
sible even  if  there  is  no  further  improvement 
in  them. 

Readers  that  are  disposed  to  treat  the  di- 
vinely prophetic  part  of  this  article  as  mere 
speculation  are  of  course  free  to  do  so,  but 
to  serious  minds  I  would  commend  the  care- 
ful reading  of  the  references  given,  and  fol- 
low them  up  with  other  references,  and  thus 
gain  a  clear  view  of  the  things  that  must 
shortly  come  to  pass.  Let  us  have  our 
lamps  trimmed  and  filled  and  burning  for  the 
coming  of  the  Bridegroom. 


THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  IN  THE  TWEN- 
TIETH  CENTURY 

J.    L.    GILLIN 

The  future  of  any  organization  can  hardly 
be  predicted  from  a  history  of  twenty  years 
or 'less.  Besides  prophecy  is  risky  business 
unless  a  man  be  a  seer.  But  if  the  past  his- 
tory of  our  organization  can  be  trusted  as  an 
indication  of  future  tendencies,  we  can  see 
some  general  features  of  our  future. 

After  twenty  years  it  is  possible  to  see  that 
our  people  when  they  began  existence  as  an 
organization  had  little  but  enthusiasm.  As 
has  recently  been  pointed  out  in  these  col- 
umns, the  riches  of  Egypt  had  been  left  be- 
hind for  the  wilderness,  with  its  tents,  its 
wanderings  and  its  all  sufficient  God.  None 
but  the  bravest  dared  to  come,  or  if  they 
started,  they  soon  went  back  to  the  ease,  the 
luxury  and  the  shrines  which  age  had  sancti- 
fied. 

And  out  of  their  need  some  eight  or  nine 
thousand  people  built  church  houses  worth 
perhaps  $200,000,  and  began  to  pay  their 
preachers. 

Continued  effort  is  the  test  of  metal. 
And  after  the  storm  of  enthusiasm  came  the 
calm  of  discouragement.  That  is  passing 
now.  Debt  has  hung  over  the  head  of  the 
church  like  a  Damacles'  sword  since  its 
very  birth.  That  has  been  wiped  out  by  the 
hand  of  the  church  joined  with  the  hands  of 
the  generous  creditors. 

Tramp  preachers,  adventurers  from  other 
folds,  who  sought  not  us  but  ours  came 
among  us,  deceived,  robbed  and  ruined 
several  congregations. 

Prophets  of  evil  saw  the  death  of  the 
church  in  the  near  future.  And  the  only 
trouble  with  their  predictions  was  that  they 
would  not  come  true.  But,  at  present*  the 
wolves  in  sheep's  clothing  have  gone  off  to 
to  greener  pastures.  Our  verdant  condition 
has  passed  away.  And  the  prophets  of  evil, 
who  never  saw  by  the  clear  light  of  day  but 
always  thru  the  green  goggles  of  envy,  have 
at  last  become  quiet  from  very  shame.  And 
as  the  twentieth  century  dawns,  it  seems 
to  me  that  tne  era  ot  real  progress  begins  tor 
the  Brethren  church. 

A    DISTINCT    MISSION 

There  was.  a  time  when  men  said  we  had 
no  reason  for  an  existence.  But  as  the  years 
have  passed  it  has  begun  to  dawn  tuat  we  do 
occupy  a  unique  place  among  the  denomina- 
tions.     Two   tendencies  are    evident.     We 
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nave  ceased  to  be  as  exclusive  as  the  German 
Baptists  whence  we  sprang.  And  yet  we 
stand  among  the  churches  of  the  world  as 
champions  of  great  .Bible  truths  neglected 
by  them. 

On  the  one  hand  we  have  ceased  to  believe 
that  we  are  the  only  people  who  will  be  saved. 
And  on  the  other,  we  have  stood  with  un- 
flinching fidelity  to  the  great  trutns  tor  wmch 
the  Brethren  were  first  organized  in  Germany. 

There  was  a  time  when  we  were  threatened 
with  forgetfulness  of  the  doctrine  of  non- 
conformity. But  later  we  have  come  to  see' 
that  it  applies  not  only  to  dress  but  all  of 
life's  duties.  The  darkest  period  in  the 
Prodestant  Reformation  was  fifty  years  after 
its  beginning,  when  the  counter  reformation 
began  in  the  Catholic  church.  The  darkest 
period  in  our  own  history  was  when  the 
Dunkard  church  came  to  see  that  unless  it 
forsook  its  position  which  gave  rise  to  the 
Progressives,  they  would  be  left  far  behind. 
And  yet  it  was  also  the  day  of  our  greatest 
hope.  For  the  greatest  movement  in  the 
history  of  the  Dunkard  church  was  caused 
by  emulation  of  the  progress  of  the  Progres 
slvs. 

THE    FUTURE 

One  of  two  things  is  bound  to  happen  in 
the  next  century.  Or  perhaps  both  partially. 
The  one  is  that  step  by  step  we  shall  go  on. 
Our  College  will  be  endowed.  Our  Publish- 
ing House  will  be  made  a  financial  success. 
Our  members  will  learn  to  work  more  for  the 
church.  Our  Mission  Board  will  secure 
means  and  men  to  spread  the  gospel  and  at 
the  end  of  the  century  we  shall  be  a  church  of 
five  hundred  thousand  members. 

Or  the  other  ;  we  shall  forget  the  rancor 
days,  the  Dunkard  church  will  forget  and 
forsake  her  folly  and  year  by  year  we  shall 
grow  closer  together.  With  the  world  move- 
ment towards  church  unity,  why  should  it  be 
incredible  that  the  end  of  the  century  should 
see  the  Brethren  and  the  German  Baptists 
united?  We  becoming  more  conservative 
on  certain  lines  ;  they  more  progressive,  un- 
til there  shall  exist  no  reason  for  separation. 
Surely  this,  "a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished.'' 

And  in  both  churches  a  far  deeper  spiritual 
life  and  consecration ;  a  deeper  insight  into 
the  real  meaning  of  Christ's  teachings,  a 
development  of  spiritual  manhood  in  Christ 
Jesus  "until  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the 


stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ."  Blessed 
dream  of  St.  Paul !  Until  the  whole  world 
shall  know  of  the  truth  of  these  blessed  but 
neglected  doctrines  of  the  Bible  ;  non-con- 
formity to  the  world,  non-resistance  of  evil, 
"one  baptism,"  trine  immersion,  feet  wash- 
ing, brotherly  love,  apostolic  practice  and 
no  creed  but  the  Bible. 

(January  3,   1901) 


A   Mine    of   Information 


Read  the  following  testimonials  concerning 
C.  F.  Yoder's  book,  "God's  Means  of  Grace:" 


'"It  embodies  lectures 
which  Prof.  Yoder  gave 
to  the  students  of  theo- 
logy, and  T  can  testify  to 
the  worth"  of  his  teach- 
ing. It  was  always  of 
high  order.  I  consider 
the  treatment  of  baptism 
to  be  really  exhaustive. 
It  will  prove  a  mine  of 
Information." 

J.   ALLEN   MILLER, 

Dean  of  Theology,  Ash- 
land College,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 


"It  has  the  three-fold 
merit  of  a  Digest,  a  Dic- 
tionary and  a  Commentary,  in  that  it  groups,  defines 
and  expounds  the  Scriptures  on  the  subjects  discussed. 
It  will  at  once  become  a  convenient  book  of  reference  for 
every  Bible  student  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  copy, 
and  will  soon  save  its  cost  to  any  busy  preacher.  It  is 
truly  a  great  book,  the  like  of  which  we  should  have  had 
years  ago."  ELDER  J.  C.  CASSEL. 

President  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 


The  book  is  bound  in  the  best  cloth,  contains 
625  pages,  printed  in  large,  clear  type,  on  high 
grade  paper. 

The  Price   is  $2.00   Postpaid 

Order  one  of  these  interesting  and  helpful 
books  for  your  home  without  delay.    Address: 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 

ASHLAND,   OHIO 

{December  22,  1909) 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Why     Does 


Not    the     Brethren     Clim*clx 
More     Tfcapicily  *? 

By    W.    S.   Bell,   Sunnyside,    Washington 


Grow 


There  are  two  reasons  that  answer  the 
question  of  this  article.  One,  lack  of  church 
loyalty.  The  other,  the  absence  of  the  mission 
spirit.  We  could  have  three  churches  where 
we  have  one  today,  if  the  members  had  been 
loyal  to  the  church.  One  of  the  great  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  growth  is,  that  we  have  only 
a  few  scattered  churches;  and  the  people  who 
move  away  from  our  congregations  and  locate 
in  places  where  we  have  no  church,  in  time 
are  usually  lost  to  us.  They  unite  with  some 
other  church,  or  backslide.  Where,  if  they 
had  only  kept  in  touch  with  our  church,  by 
taking  the  Evangelist  and  placing  their  mem- 
bership with  the  nearest  church  of  their  faith 
and  as  others  of  our  church  moved  in  the  same 
community,  they  could  have  organized 
and  begun  a  church  work.  Many  of  our 
strongest  churches  today  had  just  such  a  begin- 
ning. We  are  losing  members  every  year  in 
this  way,  and  many  opportunities  for  spread- 
ing our  work.  Brethren,  we  need  to  preach 
CHURCH  LOYALTY  to  our  members  and  lay 
the  work  of  God  upon  their  hearts,  and  tell 
them  that  being  members  of  the  Brethren 
church  is  a  principle,  and  not  a  form  of  doc- 
trine only.  Since  coming  out  here  where  our 
people  have  been  isolated  to  some  extent  from 
the  work  of  our  church,  I  find  that  those  who 
take  the  Evangelist  are  loyal  and  alive  to 
the  work  ;  on  the  other  hand  those  who  don't, 
are  practically  dead.  We  should  insist  on  our 
people  taking  the  church  paper  and  especially 
those  who  are  isolated. 

We  do  lack  the  "Mission  Spirit"  both  as 
preachers  and  laymen.  We  are  too  selfish  with 
our  means  and  time,  and  are  not  willing  to 
sacrifice  as  we  should.  The  churches  that  are 
strong  numerically  and  financially  get  the 
ablest  men,  and  usually  demand  that  they 
spend  their  time  largely  in  feeding  them,  in- 
stead of  sending  them  out  for  part  of  the  time 
to  build   up  new   work,  or  adding  strength  to 


work  that  needs  strengthening.  Our  able  pas- 
tors should  give  part  of  their  time  in  building 
up  mission  points,  instead  of  sitting  down  in 
ease,  and  congratulating  themselves  that  they 
have  secured  such  a  comfortable  nest. 

We  have  several  instances  where  our  active 
men  have  broken  away  from  their  work  for 
short  seasons  to  open  new  missions,  and  in 
these  places  today  we  have  churches. 

There  are  hundreds  of  places  today  where 
men  who  can  preach  the  Gospel  could  go  and 
locate  for  a  small  remuneration,  who  in  time 
could  build  up  self-supporting  work. 

Our  people  who  contemplate  changing  loca- 
tion should  if  possible  locate  where  there  are 
other  Brethren  and  help  build  up  churches, 
instead  of  moving  to  some  other  community 
with  no  church  advantages. 

We  are  not  making  the  best  of  our  oppor- 
tunities in  the  home  mission  field.  Many  of 
our  districts  are  so  scattering  their  efforts  that 
very  little  is  accomplished.  Just  a  few  years 
ago  in  Pennsylvania  when  it  was  advocated  to 
stay  by  certain  points  until  developed,  there 
was  a  multitude  of  complaints  against  such 
methods;  since  that  time  several  fields  have 
been  developed  and  the  work  made  permanent. 
Pennsylvania  today  leads  in  this  line  of   work. 

Instead  of  trying  to  get  the  cheapest  man 
for  mission  work  which  usually  means  poorest 
talent,  we  need  the  best.  Where  we  are  giving 
nickels  and  dimes  today  to  this  work,  if  we 
were  going  forward  as  we  can,  dollars  would  be 
coming  to  us. 

We  should  have  men  in  evangelistic  fields 
continually;  every 'district  should  have  one, 
and  tliat  man  should  be  the  best  qualified  man 
for  the  place.  If  we  had  ten  men  in  the  field 
engaged  in  evangelistic  work  all  of  their  time, 
it  would  mean  many  additions  to  our  church 
and  the  building  up  of  new  mission  points. 

(February  23,   1910) 
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Ways  of  Working 


HOW  TO  DO  PERSONAL  WORK 


R.    A.   TORREY 


i  As  a  rule,  choose  persons  to  deal  with 
of  your  own  sex. 

2  As  a  rule,  choose  persons  to  deal  with 
about  your  own  sge.  Ayoung  man  as  a  rule 
can  get  hold  of  young  men  better  than  any 
one  else  can,  and  a  man  of  mature  years  can 
handle  a  man  of  his  own  age  better  than  a 
young  man,  or  even  better  than  an  old  man. 

3  Whenever  it  is  possible,  deal  with  a 
person  alone.  No  one  likes  to  open  his 
heart  freely  to  another  on  the  most  personal 
and  sacred  of  all  subjects  when  there  are 
others  present. 

4  L,2t  your  reliance  be  wholly  in  the 
Spirit  of  God  and  in  the  Word  of  God. 
Have  no  confidence  in  yourself. 

5  Do  not  content  yourself  with  merely 
reading  the  passages  from  the  Bible,  much 
less  with  merely  qioting  them,  but  have  the 
one  with  whom  you  are  dealing  read  the  pas- 
sages himself. 


6  It  is  ofttimes  well  to  use  but  a  single 
passage  of  Scripture. 

7  Always  hold  the  person  with  whom  you 
are  dealing,  to  the  main  point  of  accepting 
Christ. 

8  Be  courteous.  Many  well- meaning  but 
indiscreet  Christians  by  their  rudeness  and 
impertinence  repel  those  whom  they  could 
win  to  Christ. 

9  Avoid  unwarranted  familiarities  with 
those  with  whom  you  deal.  There  is  no 
place  where  good  breeding  counts  for  more 
than  in  personal  work. 

io     Be  dead  in  earnest. 
ii     Never  lose  your  temper   when    trying 
to  lead  a  soul  to  Christ. 

12  Never  have  a  heated  argument  with 
one  whom  you  would  lead  to  Christ. 

13  Never  interrupt  anyone'  else  who  is 
dealing  with  a  soul. 

14  Don't  b:  in  a  hurry. 

15  Get  the  person  with  whom  you  are 
dealing  on  his  knees  before  God.  This  ruk 
has  exceptions.  Sometimes  it  is  not  possible 
to  get  the  person  to  kneel  and  sometimes  it 
is  not  wise  ;  but  is  wonderful  how  many  dif- 
ficulties disappear  in  prayer. 

16  Whenever  you  seem  to  fail  in  anygiv- 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


en  case^  go  home  and  pray  over  it  and  study 
it  to  see  why  you  failed  Never  give  up  a 
case  because  of  one  failure. 

17  Before  parting  with  one  who  has  ac- 
cepted Christ,  be  sure  to  give  him  definite  in 
structions  as  to  how  to  succeed  in  the  Christ- 
ian life. 

18  When  you  have  led  anyone  to    Christ 
follow  him  up  and  help  him  in  the    develop 
ment  of  his  Christian  life. 

(July  7,   J  903) 


Business  Manager's  Corner 


THE  BICYCLE  RACE 

The  race  is  over,  and  we  take  it  for 
granted  a  number  of  our  younger  readers 
are  anxiously  awaiting  the  announcement 
of  the  name  of  the  winner. 

There  were  not  as  many  contestants  as  we 
would  like  to  have  seen  in  the  race,  but 
there  were  some  earnest  workers,  and  the 
race  was  a  closer  one  than  one  might  think 
it  would  be. 

The  winner  of  the  race  is  a  ten  year  old 
girl,  who  made  4900  points  in  the  contest 
and  the  next  to  the  highest  number  of 
points,  4000,  was  made  by  another  girl.  The 
winner  more  than  doubled  the  subscription 
list  in  the  church  where  she  lives,  showing 
that  she  made  a  thorough  canvass. 

The  name  of  the  winner  is  Opal  Rose 
Meyers,  Carleton,  Nebraska,  and  the  bicycle 
will  be  shipped  to  her  as  soon  as  we  learn 
the  size  she  desires. 

The  next  to  the  highest  was  Thelma  C. 
Lemert,  Bryan,  Ohio,  and  she  with  the  fol- 
lowing contestants  will  receive  checks  for 
the  work  they  did  in  the  contest  before  this 
paper  reaches  any  of  you,  Virginia  Coleman, 
Flora,  Indiana;  Albert  Bolinger,  North  Man- 
chester, Indiana;  Wayne  A.  Ringler,  Johns- 
town, Pennsylvania;  Paul  Ankrum,  Oak  Hill, 
West  Virginia;  Loyde  and  Vail  Deeter, 
West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Jack  W.  Riddle, 
Warsaw,  Indiana,  and  Olive  Whitted,  Bun- 
ker Hill,  Indiana. 

We  desire  to  thank  all  these  young  peo- 
ple for  the  work  they  did  in  the  contest  and 
to  say  also  we  only  wish  we  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  bicycles  to  send  one  to  each  of 
them. 

(August  11,   1928) 


How  To  Prepare  Manuscript 

1  There  are  about  500  words  in  the 
larger  type  and  750  in  the  smaller,  to  the 
column.  If  possible  use  paper  about 
6x9  inches.  Pour  pages  of  this,  20  lines 
to  the  page,  should  make  a  column. 

2  You  will  do  a  great  favor  to  the 
editor  and  compositors  if  you  will  write 
with  pen  and  ink  Dim  or  poor  writing 
ruins  the  eyes.  Please  write  as  plainly 
as  possible. 

3  Leave  a  margin  of  about  an  inch  on 
the  left  and  plenty  of  room  between  the 
lines. 

4  After  writing  your  paper  go  over  it 
carefully  and  correct  errors  in  spelling, 
capitals  or  punctuation. 

5  Be  especially  careful  to  write  very 
plainly  all  names  of  persons  and  places. 
This  is  very  important. 

6  Contributions  are  welcome  to  any 
department  of  the  Evangelist  Watch 
the  columns  for  calls  for  articles  on  spec- 
ial topics. 

7  Manuscript  should  be  mailed  on 
Monday  for  the  Evangelist  of  the  fol- 
lowing week. 

8  Do  not  write  anything  else  on  the 
same  sheets  with  your  articles. 

9  Sign  your  own  name  and  address, 
and  if  you  have  any  special  requests 
about  the  artiole  make  it  known. 

A  Word  to  Contributors 

We  appreciate  your  efforts  to  help 
make  our  Brethren  literature  useful  and 
we  shall  do  our  best  to  publish  your  con- 
tributions in  your  own  language  and  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  remember  that  there 
are  times  when  there  is  material  ahead 
for  three  or  four  weeks  and  we  must  re- 
ject, hold  or  abridge  a  part  of  it.  In 
such  cases  we  will  try  to  inform  you  but 
will  not  return  the  paper  unless  asked  to 
do  so.  Please,  never  be  offended  there- 
fore at  any  delay  or  alteration  of  your 
artioles  as  this  occurs  only  when  nec- 
essary. 

How  to  Prepare  an  Article 

1  Pray.  Nothing  else  can  so  inspire 
your  heart  and  make  the  printed  page 
warm  and  glowing.       . 

2  Be  sure  you  have  something  worth 
saying  (Evangelist  rates  to  advertis- 
ers are  25  cents  per  inch  )  Remember 
you  are  speaking  to  an  audience  of  thou- 
sands 

3  Avoid  personal  criticism  and  con- 
troversy. Avoid  speculation.  Write 
helpful  things. 

4  Outline  your  article.  Be  pointed  ; 
be  earnest ;  be  original. 

5  Read  and  correct.  Great  writers 
revise  from  one  to  five  times.  Tho  it 
break  your  heart  to  do  so  yet  cut  out  all 
but  your  best  thoughts. 

Please  keep  this  for  reference. 

(July   7,   1903) 
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CONFERENCE  NEWS 

State  of  Indiana  Brethren  Churches 

VOLUME  1.  JULY,  1940  No.  1 

GREETINGS! 

We  all  need  a  string  on  our  fingers  to  help  us  not  to  forget  to  remember 
those  important  things  which  will  drive  us  ahead  in  the  great  forward  move- 
ment among  the  Indiana  Churches,  don't  we? 

JUST  REMEMBER:   This  news  sheet  is  to  help  us  to  help  ourselves  and  YOU, 

PREACHER,  you  will  be  fined  if  you  do  not  hang  this  up  on  the  BULLETIN! 

BOARD  and  CALL  IT  TO  THE  ATTENTION  OF  YOUR  CONGREGATION! 

SHIPSHEWANA,  HERE  WE  COME! 

THE   INTERMEDIATE   CAMP,  JULY  8-13— Ages   10-15 

You  will  miss  it,  if  you  miss  it.  Real  Bible  and  other  studies  under  com- 
petent teachers.  Supervised  play  time!  Fishing!  Boating!  Vespers!  Camp 
Fires!     Hikes!     Stunts!     Oh !  what  a  week  that  will  be.     Let's  go! 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  CAMP.  JULY  22-27— Ages  16-24 

However,  we  won't  quibble  over  the  age  limit.     Come  on,  boys  and  girls! 
You  wouldn't  miss  it  for  the  world,  would  you? 

Fifty  brand  new  cots  for  the  boys,  just  waiting  for  you.  Bring  linen,  blanket, 
and  the  boys  must  bring  a  pillow  also.     Don't  forget  your  tooth  brush  and 

YOUR  GOOD  DISPOSITION. 
EVERY  CHURCH  AT  LEAST  ONE  BOY  OR  GIRL  AT  CAMP  THIS  YEAR. 
THAT  1940  STATE  CONFERENCE:  It  was  just  like  old  times,  wasn't  it? 
What  a  fine  representation,  31  of  the  .'!8  churches  representing  over  6000  in  mem- 
bership. SECOND  LARGEST  CONFERENCE  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
STATE.  Next  year  should  be  the  largest,  shouldn't  it?  Do  you  REMEMBER 
THE  NEW  GOALS?  What!  You  never  heard  of  them?  Well,  isn't  that  just 
like  some  people?  But  there  is  still  hope  for  you,  for  you  may  send  to  Lester  King 
at  Oakville  for  your  copies,  if  you  are  guilty  of  not  having  any.  Or  take  a  look 
into  the  ever  improving  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST.  These  goals  have  already 
been  printed  twice  in  our  church  paper,  and  you  never  saw  them?  I'm  surprised! 
Did  you  say  you  don't  take  the  BRETHREN  EVANGELIST?  And  yet  you  claim 
to  be  a  real  Brethren  and  not  take  your  fine  CHURCH  PAPER?  One  of  those 
goals  is  that  507r  of  all  the  families  in  your  church  are  to  take  the  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST.  Another  of  those  goals,  you  know,  is  a  full  quota  of  delegates 
at  District  and  National  Conference.  You  will  be  at  the  National  Conference  at 
Ashland  this  year,  of  course.  Speaking  of  goals,  how  do  you  like  this  one?  809^  of 
the  Sunday  School  attending  church. 

CONGRATULATIONS  FLORA:  You  have  a  beautiful  church  home  completely 
renovated  in  more  ways  than  one.  You  had  nine  delegates  at  State  Conference — 
a  fine  record.  A  new  pastor  and  v/ife,  both  from  Ashland  College.  Welcome  to 
Indiana,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Giisso!  Vernon  is  a  chip  off  the  old  block,  they 
say.  That  pesky  competition  you  have,  besides  being  the  spice  of  life,  is  also 
good  medicine  for  developing  patience.  According  to  the  Word  of  God,  patience 
is  a  virtue,  you  know. 

SOMETIMES  I'SE  UP:  SOMETIMES  I'SE  DOWN:  I'se  down  now!  Every- 
time  I  look  at  the  record  of  the  Indiana  churches  on  that  40c  per  member  HOME 
MISSION  ASSESSMENT,  deep  gloom  settles  o'er  me.  No,  it  would  be  too  em- 
barrassing to  publish  the  name  of  YOUR  church,  the  amount  you  owe,  in  com- 
parison to  the  insignificent  knick  knacks  sent  in.  MY  FACE  IS  RED  TOO! 
YOU'RE  ASKING  THE  SAME  OLD  QUESTION.  What  is  the  State  Home 
Mission  Program?  If  you  had  a  program,  we  would  really  support  it.  Isn't  that 
so?  Why,  of  course.  Fine!  You  can  start  right  in  this  minute  and  send  in  your 
quarterly  payment  to  the  State  Mission  Board,  because  they  have  a  fine  program, 
and  if  you  don't  know  it,  you  are  "asleep  in  the  deep."  "AWAKE  THOU  THAT 
SLEEPEST  and  arise  from  the  dead  and  CHRIST  SHALL  GIVE  THEE 
LIGHT."  Come  on  now,  let's  go  to  work  on  that  HOME  MISSION  APPORTION- 
MENT immediately,  shall  we? 

SHIPSHEWANA,  FORWARD  MOVEMENT:  Wonderful  things  are  ahead  for 
the  development  of  this  great  resort.  WANTED!  WANTED!  100  people  from 
over  the  ENTIRE  BROTHERHOOD  to  pledge  $25.00  per  year  for  four  years  to 
BUILD  UP  Shipshewana.  THE  SISTERHOOD  GIRLS  already  have  a  project 
to  build  their  own  cottage. 

CAN  YOU  VISUALIZE  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  AT  SHIPSHE- 
WANA IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE? 

(July   13,    1 9 40) 
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Men 
Who 

Shaped 
Their 

Church 


A   brief  look  at  the 

contribution   of  the   men   who 

edited  the   EVANGELIST 

during   its   first    100   years. 


OVER  the  100-year  history  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist  and  its  two  prede- 
cessors, 21  different  editors  have  directed 
the  fate  of  the  magazine.  Nine  of  these 
wielded  their  editorial  pens  during  the  first 
15  years  of  the  magazine,  while  the  last  85 
years,  by  contrast,  have  seen  the  services 
of  only  twelve  other  editors. 

Of  the  nine  men  who  served  during  the 
first  15  years,  several  did  so  only  briefly 
and  as  coeditors,  so  will  not  be  mentioned 
here.  Among  the  nine,  however,  were  sev- 
eral of  the  leading  men  of  the  early  Breth- 
ren Church — real  pillars  of  the  denomina- 
tion. Chief  among  them  were  Henry  R. 
Holsinger,  Joseph  W.  Beer,  Stephen  H. 
Bashor,  and  Eli  L.  Yoder. 

Joseph  W.  Beer,  cofounder  with  Holsinger 
of  The  Progressive  Christian,  was  not  only 
a  writer  of  noteworthy  ability,  but  also  a 
logical  and  forceful  speaker.  His  status  in 
the  Brethren  Church  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  chosen  to  moderate  the 
Brethren  convention  held  in  Ashland,  Ohio, 
in  1882. 

Bashor,  cofounder  of  The  Gospel  Preacher 
and  later  coeditor  with  Holsinger  of  The 
Progressive  Christian,  was  one  of  the  great- 
est preachers  and  lecturers  the  Brethren 
Church  has  had.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
leading  agitators  for  reform  in  the  German 
Baptist  Church. 

Holsinger,  Beer,  and  Bashor  began  their 
editorial  service  before  the  founding  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  Since  the  purpose  of  the 
Progressive  was  to  show  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church  her  errors  and  to  bring  about 
reform,  many  controversial  articles  and 
letters  were  printed.  Holsinger  himself 
admitted  that  in  order  to  show  the  church 
her  errors  and  to  open  the  minds  of  the 
Brethren,  "much  unpleasant  work  was  per- 
formed" in  the  paper. 

But  the  Progressive  was  not  limited  to 
controversial  articles.  It  also  contained 
religious  and  moral  essays,  religious  news 
of  general  interest,  church  news,  and  notices 
of  meetings,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Holsinger  and  Bashor  continued  to  edit 
the  paper  after  Holsinger's  expulsion  from 
the  German  Baptist  Church  and  the  found- 
ing of  the  Brethren  Church.  They  were  also 
joined  on  the  editorial  staff  by  Edward 
Mason,  one  of  the  most  prolific  of  the 
Brethren  writers  during  the  1880's.  At  the 
end  of  1884,  Holsinger  sold  the  magazine, 
and  in  January  of  1885,  Eli  L.  Yoder, 
another  of  the  pillars  of  the  early  Brethren 
Church,  became  the  editor. 

During  these  first  years  after  the  division, 
the  Evangelist  continued  to  take  pot  shots 
at  the  conservatives  and  to  deal  with  the 
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''During  his  tenure  as  editor,  C.  F.  Yoder  also  .  .  .  pub- 
lished his  book,  'God's  Means  of  Grace,'  taught  some 
at  the  college,  and  pursued  the  foreign  missionary 
cause  relentlessly." 


issues  that  led  to  the  division.  But  more  and 
more,  attention  was  given  to  the  construc- 
tive— to  forming  the  thinking  of  the  church 
on  doctrine,  polity,  and  practice.  A  par- 
ticular concern  during  this  period  was  to 
define  what  it  means  to  be  congregational 
in  church  government. 

In  1886,  Aaron  L.  Garber  became  editor 
of  the  Evangelist.  Garber  was  a  printer 
rather  than  an  editor,  and  he  only  took 
over  editorial  responsibilities  because  of  the 
illness  of  his  partner,  Yoder.  He  continued 
to  edit  the  paper,  somewhat  reluctantly  it 
seems,  until  the  end  of  1889,  when  Hol- 
singer  once  again  returned  to  the  publica- 
tion. This  was  Holsinger's  third  turn  as 
editor. 

First  denominational   editor 

The  Brethren  Church  purchased  the 
Evangelist  in  1892,  and  Stephen  J.  Har- 
rison became  the  first  denominational  editor 
to  manage  the  magazine.  Harrison  faced 
great  difficulties.  The  magazine  was  in  debt. 
Half  or  more  than  half  of  the  stock  of  the 
Publishing  Company  was  in  the  hands  of 
private  parties,  some  of  whom  were  indig- 
nant that  Conference,  without  consulting 
them,  had  appointed  an  editor. 

Because  of  these  conditions,  Harrison, 
in  addition  to  his  editorial  responsibilities, 
felt  the  responsibility  of  raising  the  funds 
necessary  to  lift  all  the  stock  and  to  pay  off 
the  indebtedness  of  the  office.  He  was  not 
completely  successful  in  accomplishing  his 
aim,  but  nevertheless  the  financial  condition 
of  the  company  was  somewhat  better  two 
years  later  when  Harrison  was  succeeded 
in  the  editorial  chair  by  Abraham  D. 
Gnagey. 

Building  on  Harrison's  foundation, 
Gnagey  began  to  improve  the  Evangelist. 
He  gave  the  format  of  the  magazine  a  face- 
lifting and  added  eight  or  ten  regular 
columns  to  the  two  or  three  that  Harrison 
had  regularly  carried.  Gnagey  was  also  the 
first  long-term  editor  of  the  magazine, 
serving  eight  years  in  this  position.  In  addi- 


tion to  his  responsibilities  with  the  Evan- 
gelist, he  also  edited  the  first  Sunday  school 
lesson  materials  for  the  Brethren  Church. 

When  Gnagey  left  the  Evangelist  in 
December  of  1902,  Charles  F.  Yoder  became 
the  new  editor.  Yoder  continued  the  mag- 
azine much  as  Gnagey  had,  but  added  a 
feature  section — "Christian  Life  and  Doc- 
trine"— and  a  reader's  opinions  page,  known 
as  "Open  Parliament." 

During  his  tenure  as  editor,  Yoder  also 
had  other  absorbing  interests.  He  published 
his  book,  God's  Means  of  Grace,  taught 
some  at  the  college,  and  pursued  the  foreign 
missionary  cause  relentlessly.  At  the  end 
of  1907,  Yoder  left  the  Evangelist  to  answer 
the  call  to  the  mission  field. 

With  Yoder  leaving,  A.  D.  Gnagey  was 
once  again  asked  to  edit  the  Evangelist, 
which  he  did  for  the  next  eight  years.  This 
brought  his  total  years  with  the  magazine 
to  16.  In  addition  to  his  work  with  the 
Evangelist,  he  also  edited  the  Sunday  school 
literature  of  the  church,  which  under  his 
labors  increased  to  three  regular  Sunday 
school  quarterlies,  a  teacher's  manual,  and 
the  Angelus,  a  magazine  for  young  people. 
Gnagey's  accomplishments  as  an  editor  and 
writer  certainly  merit  his  consideration  as 
one  of  the  giants  of  Brethren  publishing! 

With  Gnagey's  second  departure  from 
the  Evangelist,  Roy  R.  Teeter  became  ed- 
itor in  October  of  1915.  Teeter's  years  as 
editor  were  few  (three  years  and  three 
months),  but  they  were  years  of  consider- 
able growth  in  circulation  for  the  magazine. 
These  were  also  years  when  the  inspiration 
of  the  Bible  was  a  subject  of  controversy 
in  the  Brethren  Church,  and  this  subject  was 
frequently  discussed  in  the  pages  of  the 
Evangelist. 

In  January  of  1919,  Teeter  turned  the 
editor's  pen  over  to  George  S.  Baer,  but 
stayed  on  as  business  manager  for  the 
Publishing  Company  for  the  next  16  years. 
During  these  years,  with  Teeter  managing 
the  business,  the  Publishing  Company  pur- 
chased a  new  building,  added  new  printing 

(continued  on  page  30) 
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Men  Who  Shaped  the  Thought 

of  a  Church 


Before  the  church  owned  the  Evangelist 

HENRY  RITZ  HOLSINGER 

1833-1905 

Editor,  The  Progressive  Christian, 

1878-79,   1880-83 

Editor,  The  Brethren's  Evangelist,   1883-84 

Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1889-92 

JOSEPH  W.  BEER 

1838-1906 
Editor,  The  Progressive  Christian,   1878-79 

S.  Z.  SHARP 

1835-? 
Associate  Editor,  The  Gospel  Preacher,   1879 

STEPHEN  H.  BASHOR 

1852-1922 

Associate  Editor,  The  Gospel  Preacher,   1879-81 

Associate  Editor,  The  Progressive  Christian, 

1881-83 

J.  H.  WORST 

1850-1945 
Associate  Editor,  The  Gospel  Preacher,   1880-81 

EDWARD  MASON 

1845-? 

Associate  Editor,  The  Gospel  Preacher,   1880-82 

Associate  Editor,  The  Progressive  Christian, 

1882-83 

DAVID  BAILEY 

1847-1937 
Associate  Editor,  The  Gospel   Preacher,    1882 

ELI  L.  YODER 

1842-1913 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1885-86 

AARON  L.  GARBER 

1853-1942 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,    1886-89 


After  the  church  owned  the  Evangelist 

STEPHEN  J.  HARRISON 

1885-1938 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1892-94 

ABRAHAM  D.  GNAGEY 

1856-1935 

Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist, 

1894-1902  and   1908-1915 

CHARLES  F.  YODER 

1873-1955 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1903-1907 

ROY  R.  TEETER 

1870-1952 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1915-18 

GEORGE  S.  BAER 

1882-1948 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1919-35 

CHARLES  W.   MAYES 

b.   1901 

Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1936-39 

DYOLL  BELOTE 

1880-1967 
Office  Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1939-40 

FRED  VANATOR 

1885-1976 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1941-52 

W.  ST.  CLAIR  BENSHOFF 

b.   1914 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1953-63 

SPENCER  GENTLE 

h.    1917 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1963-70 

GEORGE  SCHUSTER 

b.   1913 
Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,    1970-75 

RONALD  W.  WATERS 

b.   1951 
Managing  Editor,  The  Brethren  Evangelist,   1976- 
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equipment,  and  developed  a  job-work 
department. 

George  S.  Baer's  seventeen  years  as  editor 
of  the  Evangelist  distinguish  him  as  the 
longest-serving  editor  of  the  publication. 
One  of  the  highlights  of  this  period  was 
the  numerous  series  of  articles  by  various 
writers  that  Baer  carried  in  the  magazine. 
C.  F.  Yoder,  for  example,  wrote  a  series  of 
40  doctrinal  studies.  Ashland  College  pro- 
fessor M.  A.  Stuckey  prepared  a  series 
called  "Miniature  Studies  in  the  Divine 
Library — the  Bible,"  in  which  he  covered 
every  book  of  the  Bible.  Dr.  Martin  Shively 
wrote  on  "Some  Brethren  Church  Leaders 
of  Yesterday,  as  I  Knew  Them."  And  almost 
every  leader  in  the  brotherhood  had  the 
opportunity  to  address  the  Brethren  from 
page  one  of  the  Evangelist  through  a  series 
of  short  editorials  known  as  "Heart  Throbs 
of  Our  Church  Leaders."  These  are  just  a 
few  of  the  many  series  of  articles  Editor 
Baer  carried  in  the  Evangelist. 

Baer  was  followed  in  1936  by  Charles  W. 
Mayes.  Under  Mayes  editorship,  the  Evan- 
gelist became  immersed  in  the  controversy 
which  led  to  the  denominational  division 
in  1939.  Much  of  the  battle  that  led  to  this 
division  was  waged  on  the  pages  of  the 
Evangelist. 


It  should  be  said,  however,  that  Mayes 
was  not  responsible  for  all  that  went  into 
the  Evangelist  during  the  years  of  his  ser- 
vice. When  The  Brethren  Missionary,  The 
Brethren  Witness,  and  the  Woman's  Out- 
look merged  with  the  Evangelist  in  1935, 
each  of  the  merging  magazines  was  given 
space  in  one  issue  of  the  Evangelist  each 
month  in  which  to  present  its  special 
interests.  Each  of  the  three  merging 
magazines  kept  its  own  editor,  who  had 
full  responsibility  for  the  space  in  the 
Evangelist  allotted  to  that  former  magazine. 
These  editors  also  included  controversial 
material  in  the  Evangelist.  In  fact,  one 
editor  might  use  a  few  of  his  pages  to  pre- 
sent an  article  or  editorial  opposing  some- 
thing presented  by  another  editor  in  an 
earlier  issue. 

Mayes  own  leanings  were  with  the 
"grace"  side  of  the  denomination,  and  after 
the  division  he  was  relieved  of  his  position 
as  editor  by  the  reorganized  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Publishing  Company.  This 
board,  seeing  the  part  the  Evangelist  had 
played  in  fanning  the  fires  of  controversy, 
also  determined  that  the  Evangelist  should 
no  longer  be  a  battleground.  The  December 
2,  1939,  issue  announced,  "We  promise  you 
a    spiritual    paper,    free    of    controversy; 


Reflections  of  Past  Editors 

"In  our  judgment  it  is  not  the  province  of  a  [religious]  paper  ...  to  furnish  its  readers 
that  which  is  calculated  merely  to  please  and  entertain,  but  rather  that  which  will 
instruct  people,  help  them  in  their  efforts  and  struggle  to  lead  a  better,  nobler  and  purer 
life. 

"So  far  as  it  lies  within  our  power,  the  paper  shall  be  a  teacher,  an  educator,  a  leader 
of  the  people;  reflect  the  best  religious  thought  of  the  church,  lead  its  readers  to  think, 
arouse  them  to  activity,  stimulate  them  to  greater  and  nobler  efforts  in  the  advancement 
of  the  Master's  cause." 

— A.  D.  Gnagey,  on  taking  the  editorial  chair,  October  24,  1894 

"Besides,  there  are  few  things  which  so  many  people  imagine  they  know  just  how  it 
ought  to  be  done,  as  that  of  editing  a  paper,  when  in  truth  very,  very  few  people  know 
anything  about  the  difficulties  and  the  trials  that  come  in  the  way  of  an  editor." 

— A.  D.  Gnagey,  on  leaving  editorship  first  time,  1902 

"Since  the  Evangelist  is  our  only  official  organ,  I  shall  seek  to  continue  it  as  the  zeal- 
ous advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Brethren  but  not  without  that  wider  outlook  upon  the 
whole  kingdom  which  will  cause  an  eager  interest  in  the  work  of  all  our  fellow 
Christians." 

— C.  F.   Yoder,  in  his  "Greetings,"  January  7,  1903 

"I  will  consider  no  sacrifice  too  much  to  make  and  no  task  too  forbidding  to 
undertake  by  divine  help  in  order  that  we  may  have  the  most  attractive,  most  practically 
helpful  and  most  spiritually  uplifting  official  organ  possible." 

— George  S.  Baer,  on  becoming  editor,  January  1,  1919 
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As  these  men  have  guided  the  content  of  our  denomina- 
tional magazine,  they  have  influenced  the  thought  of 
Brethren  people,  and  thereby,  the  history  and  develop- 
ment of  the  Brethren  Church. 


Brethren,    Fundamental,    Modern,    but   not 
'modernistic.'  " 


Edito 


rs   since 


1939 


Following  Mayes  dismissal,  Dyoll  Belote 
filled  in  as  office  editor  for  a  little  over  a 
year.  Then  in  January  of  1941  Fred  Vanator 
became  editor.  During  Vanator's  12  years 
with  the  Evangelist,  the  magazine  reflected 
his  position  that  "the  principle  business 
of  a  church  [magazine]  is  to  impart  news 
to  its  readers  concerning  the  activities  of 
the  various  churches  identified  with  the 
denomination  and  their  related  organiza- 
tions. It  must  never  become  the  medium  of 
controversy,  although  its  columns  should 
express  the  thought  and  trend  of  the  teach- 
ing of  its  leaders  and  the  preaching  of  its 
ministry." 

Vanator's  years  were  years  of  advance 
for  the  Publishing  Company.  The  present 
Publishing  Company  building  was  built,  and 
considerable  new  machinery,  including  a  new 
press,  was  purchased. 

W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  who  followed 
Vanator  in  the  editor's  chair  in  1953,  was 
no  stranger  to  the  Evangelist,  having 
written  the  Christian  Endeavor  topics  for 
the  magazine  during  all  12  of  the  Vanator 
years.  Benshoff's  editorial  policy  differed 
little  from  Vanator's,  and  the  most  notice- 
able change  in  the  Evangelist  was  in  the 
format,  with  several  different  "facelif tings" 
and  the  introduction  of  the  two-color 
magazine. 

After  ten  and  a  half  years  as  editor, 
Benshoff  turned  the  work  over  to  Spencer 
Gentle  in  July  of  1963.  The  next  seven  years 
saw  several  changes  in  the  magazine. 

During  the  years  since  1940,  the  Evan- 
gelist had  been  made  up  largely  of  regular 
columns — Daily  Devotions,  Prayer  Meeting 
Bible  Studies,  Sunday  School  Lesson  Com- 
ments, Missionary  News,  etc. — with  some 
space  allotted  for  special  articles.  From 
time  to  time  one  column  was  dropped  and 
another  added. 


The  number  of  these  columns  was  re- 
duced significantly  during  the  years  Gentle 
served  as  editor.  This  was  due  in  part  to 
the  change  from  a  weekly  to  a  biweekly 
magazine  in  1966.  With  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  columns,  more  space  was 
available  for  feature  articles  and  for  the 
columns  which  remained.  It  is  also  obvious 
from  looking  at  the  Gentle  issues  that  more 
emphasis  was  put  on  the  layout  and  design 
of  the  magazine. 

In  May  of  1970,  George  Schuster  became 
editor  of  the  Evangelist.  Of  particular  note 
about  Schuster  is  that  he  was  the  first  lay- 
man to  serve  as  editor  of  the  magazine.  In 
addition  to  bringing  the  layman's  viewpoint 
to  the  magazine,  he  also  injected  some 
regular  humor  in  the  publication  with 
his  "Laff-a-Little"  and  "Cheep  Advice" 
columns. 

Schuster  retired  at  the  end  of  1975,  and 
the  current  managing  editor,  Ronald  W. 
Waters,  took  over  the  day-to-day  editorial 
work  of  the  magazine.  Waters,  who  was 
24  at  the  time,  is  the  youngest  man  ever 
to  have  edited  the  magazine.  Since  he  con- 
tinues to  edit  the  Evangelist  at  the  present 
time,  no  comment  will  be  made  on  his 
editorial  style.  The  magazine  speaks  for 
itself. 

Twenty-one  editors  served  over  a  period 
of  one  hundred  years.  One  short  article 
cannot  begin  to  do  these  men  justice.  But 
on  this  100th  anniversary  of  the  Evangelist, 
it  is  appropriate  that  we  at  least  name  their 
names  and  look  briefly,  though  inadequate- 
ly, at  the  contribution  they  have  made  to 
the  magazine. 

These  men  have  played  an  important  part 
not  only  in  the  history  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist,  but  also  in  the  history  of  the 
Brethren  Church.  For  as  they  have  guided 
the  content  of  our  denominational  magazine, 
they  have  influenced  the  thought  of  Breth- 
ren people,  and  thereby,  the  history  and 
development  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
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Henry  R. 
Holsinger 


—  a  tribute 


A  tribute  to  the  man  behind  the  church  and  the  EVANGELIST, 
written  by  "one  who  sat  at  his  feet" — C.  F.  Yoder. 


LIFE  is  like  a  painting  which  may  show 
roughness  and  defects  when  inspected 
closely,  but  when  viewed  at  a  proper  dis- 
tance stands  out  in  perfect  symmetry  and 
glows  with  wondrous  beauty.  For  this 
reason  few  prophets  are  appreciated  by 
their  own  people  or  their  own  generation. 
The  segment  hides  the  circle.  The  petty 
faults  obscure  the  great  life  purpose,  and 
the  mistakes  which  are  the  common  lot  of 
fallible  men  are  allowed  to  eclipse  the  life 
as  a  whole. 

Henry  R.  Holsinger  will  be  appreciated 
and  honored  more  and  more  as  time  goes 
on  and  the  towering  honesty  of  his  nature 
stands  out,  and  the  memory  of  his  faults 
fades  away  as  a  dream. 

There  were  other  men  who  believed  as  he 
did  on  the  questions  at  issue.  There  were 
other  men  of  ability  who  were  his  compeers 
in  the  ministry.  There  were  other  men  of 
equal  courage  of  convictions.  But  it  fell  to 
Brother  Holsinger  to  bring  the  man  and  the 
opportunity  together  which  marked  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Brethren.  The 
full  significance  of  his  life  is  not  yet  fully 
apparent.  Perhaps  none  but  God  will  ever 
know  how  much  he  was  responsible  for  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  Brethren  during 
the  last  forty  years. 
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Elder  Holsinger  was  a  leader  in  the 
creation  of  "progressive"  sentiment.  He  ad- 
vocated the  founding  of  colleges  and  the 
promotion  of  church  literature  at  a  time 
when  these  ideas  were  considered  heretical 
innovations.  He  advocated  Sunday  schools 
and  an  educated  and  supported  ministry.  He 
opposed  the  custom  of  "avoidance"  and  the 
enforcement  of  arbitrary  uniformity  in 
dress.  These  ideas  he  advocated  openly  and 
fearlessly,  in  the  pulpit  and  in  his  papers. 
He  was  an  agitator  and  thus  an  educator. 
He  was  unable  to  carry  thru  his  reforms  in 
the  church  but  he  caused  discussion,  and 
discussion  caused  thought,  and  thought 
produced  sentiment,  and  sentiment  brought 
forth  other  leaders  who  have  already  ma- 
terialized almost  every  one  of  the  visions 
which  he  saw  and  for  which  he  gave  his  all. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  reform  movement 
advances  without  crystallizing  about  some 
leader.  There  may  be  many  workers  but 
one  must,  by  ability  or  by  force  of  circum- 
stances, become  the  central  figure.  Thus  the 
aggressiveness  of  Elder  Holsinger  made  him 
the  storm  center  of  the  conservative  and 
progressive  elements  among  the  Brethren, 
and  as  the  forces  on  one  side  concentrated 
against  him  the  forces  on  the  other  rallied 
about  him  and  the  crisis  was  forced  upon 
the  church. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"If  there  was  one  virtue  that  outshone  another,  it  was 
his  honesty  of  conviction.  If  there  was  one  trait  so 
strong  as  to  be  a  weakness,  it  was  his  uncompromising 
spirit.' ' 


Had  Holsinger  not  brought  on  the  crisis 
would  some  one  else  have  done  it?  Was  it 
best  that  the  division  came  ?  Could  the  ideas 
he  advocated  have  been  better  secured  by 
the  more  gradual  process  of  education?  Is 
it  best  to  force  new  ideas  faster  than  the 
body  of  the  people  are  able  to  assimilate 
them?  Would  the  conservative  branch  of 
the  church  today  have  colleges  and  Sunday 
schools  and  missions  and  the  spirit  of 
progress  it  shows  had  not  some  one  troubled 
the  placid  sea  of  tradition  and  perished  in 
the  storm?  Has  progress  been  the  child  of 
competition?  Have  the  heart  aches  and 
wrongs,  the  result  of  division,  been  worth 
while?  Is  a  divided  church  able  to  do  more 
good  than  a  united  church?  Or  is  division 
worse  when  frankly  confessed  than  when 
covered  by  a  merely  formal  union? 

We  cannot  answer  these  questions.  We 
long  for  that  union  of  believers  for  which 
our  Master  prayed,  but  we  cannot  say  that 
there  would  have  been  more  of  it  had  Hol- 
singer not  severed  the  bond  which  was 
binding  antagonistic  elements  together.  His 
opponents  will  say  that  he  tried  to  force  a 
great  body  too  fast,  but  his  friends  will 
reply  that  he  only  keeps  company  with  the 
prophets  of  the  past  who  became  martyrs 
between  the  upper  and  nether  millstones  of 
idealism  and  reality. 

This  thought  brings  us  to  what  we  con- 
sider the  real  significance  of  his  character. 
Holsinger  was  not  a  politician.  He  was  an 
idealist.  He  did  not  concern  himself  with  the 
infinite  details  of  a  seige  progressing  step 
by  step,  but  charged  straight  for  the  citadel. 
If  there  was  one  virtue  that  outshone 
another,  it  was  his  honesty  of  conviction. 
And  if  there  was  one  trait  of  character 
which  was  so  strong  as  to  be  a  weakness, 
it  was  his  uncompromising  spirit.  Yet  before 
the  Annual  Meeting  which  expelled  him  he 
made  extreme  concessions  to  avoid  division, 
but  not  such  as  would  compromise  his  prin- 
ciples. These  were  inviolate  and  his  life  will 
ever  teach  the  message  of  integrity  at  any 
cost. 

Such  a  spirit  must  sooner  or  later  drink 


the  cup  the  Master  drank  at  Calvary.  The 
dead  and  bursted  bark  of  trees,  the  mental 
struggles  of  the  student  and  the  spiritual 
conflicts  of  the  Christian,  all  bear  witness 
to  the  ceaseless  struggle  of  life  with  death, 
truth  with  error,  spirit  with  form,  the  old 
with  the  new,  which  struggle  is  as  the 
"growing  pains"  of  physical  or  intellectual 
or  spiritual  life. 

The  scribes  and  Pharisees  are  always  with 
us  and  they  crucify  him  who  would  give 
them  light  and  life. 

Tenderly  and  reverently  let  us  think  of 
our  aged  brother  who  has  passed  within 
the  veil.  Let  us  learn  the  lesson  of  his  life 
and  with  that  steadfastness  which  held 
him  to  the  faith  let  us  finish  our  work,  with 
loyalty  to  the  Gospel  and  the  whole  Gospel, 
yet  with  harmony  among  all  the  brethren, 
and  charity  toward  all  who  in  any  measure 
seek  to  do  the  will  of  God. 


Charles  F.  Yoder,  editor  from  1903  through 
1907,  prepared  this  tribute  to  Holsinger  for 
the  March  29,  1905,  issue  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist. 
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finally,  brethren 

.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  you! 


A  Farewell . . . 

and 


a 


Former  EVANGELIST  editor  Ron  Waters  bids  farewe 
the  past  and  a  welcome  to  the  future. 


II  to 


HUNDREDS  of  magazines  are  born  each 
year.  Few  live  to  see  their  first  birthday. 

So  it  is  commendable  for  a  magazine  to 
survive  5,  10,  or  25  years.  But  100  years? 
Few  ever  reach  that  milestone. 

But  The  Brethren  Evangelist  is  celebrat- 
ing its  centennial.  This  issue  has  been  an 
attempt  at  compressing  those  100  years 
into  a  few  brief  pages.  There's  so  much 
more  we  could  share  .  .  .  both  high  points 
and  low. 

But  while  the  past  is  inspiring  and  in- 
structive, it  is  the  present  and  the  future 
that  are  of  most  importance. 

So  to  the  past  we  bid  farewell.  To  those 
dedicated  people  who  held  cherished  beliefs, 
and  who  recognized  the  need  to  be  vulner- 
able, to  submit  those  beliefs  to  the  refiner's 
fire  of  the  scrutiny  of  other  Brethren  .  .  . 
to  them  we  owe  unspeakable  gratitude. 
They  have  made  us  the  church  we  are. 

And  to  the  future  before  us  we  say 
welcome.  We  don't  know  what  you  hold, 
but  we  know  that  as  we  submit  ourselves, 
our  thoughts,  and  our  writing  to  God's 
perfect  leading,  the  best  years  in  the  life 
of  our  church  and  of  our  church  magazine 
are  ahead. 

*  *  * 

With  this  issue,  I  also  bid  farewell  as  a 
member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  The  Breth- 
ren  Evangelist.   The   past   three   years   as 


managing  editor  have  been  filled  with  great 
joys  and  some  frustrations. 

How  do  you  edit  a  magazine  that  will 
meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  all  its  readers? 
How  do  you  get  their  attention?  And  how 
do  you  go  about  the  task  of  directing  the 
focus  of  a  church? 

It's  not  easy.  In  his  History  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  Albert  Ronk  wrote: 

We  presume  that  everyone  who  ever  read 
the  Evangelist,  //  he  thought  about  it  at 
all,  had  his  own  concept  of  a  church  paper. 
We  also  are  sure  that,  if  it  printed  only  the 
kind  of  material  he  preferred,  it  would  be 
unbalanced  and  a  failure. 

Throughout  my  term  as  editor  I  have 
understood  the  purpose  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  to  be  "to  help  our  readers  be- 
come effective  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
responsible,  active  participants  in  the  life, 
thought,  and  ministry  of  the  Brethren 
Church." 

To  fulfill  this  purpose,  my  strategy  has 
been  to:  1)  present  a  biblically-based  con- 
tent that  motivates  readers  to  make  appli- 
cation to  their  daily  lives;  2)  give  updated 
information  on  the  ministries  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church;  and  3)  provide  a  forum  for 
the  interchange  of  varying  viewpoints  for 
the  upbuilding  of  the  church  as  a  whole 
and  of  its  members  as  individuals. 
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' 'But  I  trust  the  number  of  people  I  have  offended  is 
minuscule  in  comparison  with  those  who  have  received 
new  inspiration  for  living,  whose  faith  in  God  and  the 
work  of  His  church  has  been  lifted." 


Certainly  we  have  not  yet  attained  these 
lofty  goals.  (In  fact,  each  month  has 
brought  greater  realization  of  how  much  is 
yet  to  be  done.)  The  test  of  time  will  show 
whether  they  will  be  accomplished  ...  or 
whether  or  not  they  provide  the  proper 
formula  for  the  magazine.  But  other 
responsibilities  with  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company  cause  me  to  leave  their  fulfill- 
ment in  other  capable  hands. 

In  researching  this  issue,  we  discovered 
the  remarks  of  several  former  editors  about 
their  tenure.  One  that  is  perhaps  true  for 
every  editor  was  penned  by  S.  J.  Harrison 
in  September  1894: 

When  we  entered  upon  the  work  we  did 
not  have  the  ill  will  of  a  single  member  of 
the  church.  Now  we  cannot  say  so  much. 
There  are  good  brethren  whose  opinions 
differed  from  our  own  who  have  been  more 
or  less  offended  by  our  work.  We  do  not 
expect  ever  again  to  stand  in  their  confidence 
as  we  did  before  we  became  your  editor. 
This  is  a  personal  loss  to  us  which  we  feel 
and  regret.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  come 
closer  to  the  heart  and  life  of  the  best  mem- 
bers of  the  church  throughout  its  length 
and  breadth  than  it  would  have  been  possible 
to  do  in  a  less  prominent  position.  We  have 
had  the  earnest  co-operation  of  many  with 
whom  we  had  no  acquaintance  before  taking 
the  editorial  chair  of  the  church.  We  have 
learned  that  there  are  many  who  have  not 
bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  many  who  have 
nothing  less  than  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
good  of  souls  at  heart,  of  whom  possibly 
we  never  would  have  heard  had  we  not  been 
called  to  the  position  of  editor. 

I,  too,  personally  regret  that  I  have 
offended  some.  Unfortunately,  that  is  one 
of  the  occupational  hazards  that  accom- 
panies the  job. 


But  I  trust  the  number  of  people  I  have 
offended  is  minuscule  in  comparison  with 
those  who  have  received  new  inspiration 
for  living,  whose  faith  in  God  and  the  work 
of  His  church  has  been  lifted. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  thank  each  of 
you  who  has  expressed  your  support,  writ- 
ten articles,  offered  suggestions  or  criti- 
cisms, and  especially  those  who  have  prayed 
for  me  in  this  work.  As  Ronk  said,  one 
person's  ideas  alone  would  surely  destroy 
a  magazine  like  the  Evangelist.  You  have 
been  an  important  part  in  whatever  success 
has  been  attained. 

So  I  bid  farewell  to  my  editorial  respon- 
sibilities. I  will  cherish  these  years  with 
fondest  memories. 


And  greetings  to  the  second  century.  John 
Rowsey,  our  executive  director,  will  con- 
tinue to  function  as  editor-in-chief.  My 
assistant,  Richard  Winfield,  has  been  named 
associate  editor  and  will  bear  more  respon- 
sibility for  the  content  of  the  magazine.  I 
will  continue  to  be  responsible  for  layout 
and  design  in  addition  to  directing  the 
overall  production  of  the  Evangelist  and 
other  publications. 

I  especially  covet  your  continued  prayers 
for  John  and  Dick  as  they  face  the  chal- 
lenges that  lie  ahead.  With  your  whole- 
hearted support  and  their  capable  leader- 
ship, The  Brethren  Evangelist  can  be  a 
positive  force  in  the  growth  of  a  sound  and 
vibrant  Brethren  Church. 


/^  lo^^^ 


— Ronald  W.   Waters 
Managing  Editor 
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Times  have 

changed! 


And  so  has  THE  BRETHREN 
EVANGELIST — in  format,  in  size, 
even   in   color. 

But  one  thing  hasn't  changed. 
That's  our  commitment  to  the  prin- 
ciples Holsinger  used  in  founding 
the  magazine — namely,  to  be  an 
uncompromising  advocate  of  the 
faith;  to  advocate  progress  ...  to 


keep  pace  with  the  times;  to  en- 
courage everyone  to  express  his 
views  and  respect  the  opinions  of 
all;  and  to  keep  our  readers  well- 
posted  on  news  of  general  interest. 

We  appreciate  your  support  dur- 
ing the  past  100  years.  And  we 
look  forward  to  joining  you  in  enter- 
ing the  future — changing  with  the 
times   but   solid   on  the   Rock. 


"■^  The    Brethren  -fl    •  . 

Evangelist 


Celebrating  J  00  years  of  ministry 
to  Christ  and  the  Brethren  Church 
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FACT 


OR  FICTION? 


'The  Brethren  Publishing  Company  is  a 
business.  1+  shouldn't  need  offerings  to 
keep  it  afloat." 

FACT:  The  Carpenter's  Shop  is  a  business — it 
stands  or  falls  on  its  sales.  The  print  shop  is  a  busi- 
ness— it,  too,  must  stand  on  sales  volume.  And  our 
Sunday  School  literature  department,  bulletin  ser- 
vice, the  Brethren  Quarterly,  and  Brethren  books 
are  also  business  ventures.  No  offerings  are  col- 
lected or  used  for  these   (unless  so  designated). 

BUT:  The  Brethren  Evangelist  is  a  ministry  entrust- 
ed to  us  by  General  Conference — not  a  business 
proposition  that  is  profit-oriented. 

Your  gifts  now,  and  through  your  church  budget, 
make  this  continued  ministry  of  information  and 
spiritual  growth  possible. 

Thanks  for  your  support  in  our  centennial  year! 


W    ^  The    Brethren  ^    •  , 

Jbvangelist 
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Cover 

Were  you  at  General  Confer- 
ence? Look  for  yourself  on  the 
cover  or  inside  this  issue.  (Photos 
by  Bruce  Ronk) 


Conference  Week  in  Review 

4  Monday 

Conference  opening  session. 

5  Tuesday 

Moderator's  address;  Conference  business;  Church  Growth 
Models;  Missionary  Board  inspirational  service;  Mission  to 
Mexico. 

1 2     Wednesday 

Messages  by  Dr.  Ronald  Sider;  W.M.S.  inspirational  speaker; 
Ashland  College  and  Seminary  services. 

1 6     Thursday 

Board  of  Christian  Education  inspirational  service;  Laymen's 
inspirational  service;  Educators  of  the  Year;  ABCT  luncheon. 

18     BYC  Convention 

Moderator's  address;  Convention  speaker;  Project  report;  Any- 
thing Goes  competition;  Burkey   resignation;  Officers. 

21      Auxiliaries 

Woman's   Missionary    Society;   Sisterhood;   Laymen;   Ministers. 

24     Workshops 

Review   of   workshops;  Delegates   evaluate   Conference. 

26     Friday 

All-Conference  Banquet-Birthday  Party;  Reading  to  follow-up 
Conference. 
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s  Notes 


This  report  of  the  1978  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church  was  written  by  the  Evangelist  staff  with  the  assistance  of 
several  very  helpful  reporters,  whose  names  appear  with  the  re- 
ports they  wrote. 

The  accounts  of  the  various  activities  of  the  BYC  Convention 
were  prepared  by  Mrs.  Norma  Waters,  Office  Manager  for  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  and  Mr.  Mark  Baker,  Assistant  to 
the  Director  of  Christian  Education. 

All  photographs  were  taken  by  Mr.  Bruce  Ronk  especially  for 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Company. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  all  who  con- 
tributed to  this  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Richard  C.  Winfield 
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Opening  session  asks, 


ii 


Do  Brethren  care?" 


The  opening  session  of  Gen- 
eral Conference  set  the  stage 
for  the  entire  week  as  it  probed 
the  meaning  of  the  Conference 
theme.  The  topic  of  the  service 
was  "My  Brother's  Keeper:  Do 
Brethren  Care?" 

The  service  was  divided  into 
three  parts,  each  dealing  with 
one  aspect  of  human  need. 
Throughout  the  service  the  Con- 
ference Choir  sang  selections 
from  "Joy,"  a  musical  which 
focuses  on  human  need  and 
Christian  responsibility.  Among 
the  selections  sung  were  "You 
Came  to  Care,  Lord,"  "Go  Where 
the  People  Are,"  and  "Unto  the 
Least  of  These." 

The  first  section  of  the  ser- 
vice, "My  Brother's  Keeper:  So- 


cial Concerns,"  featured  a  dia- 
logue between  Amaziah,  priest 
at  Bethel  (Dr.  Richard  Allison), 
and  Amos,  prophet  of  Judah 
(Mr.  Charles  Beekley).  In  this 
dialogue,  Amaziah,  the  priest  of 
organized  religion  who  gloried  in 
the  multitudes  of  worshipers 
who  gathered  at  Bethel,  was 
challenged  by  the  Prophet  Amos, 
who  charged  that  Amaziah  was 
confusing  religious  activity  with 
real  faith.  Faith,  said  Amos,  has 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  way 
a  man  lives;  it  has  to  affect  the 
way  a  man  treats  the  people 
around  him. 

The  second  part  of  the  ser- 
vice —  "My  Brother's  Keeper: 
Physical  Concerns" — featured  a 
poignant    multimedia    presenta- 


The  opening  session  of  Conference  included  a  dialogue  between 
Amaziah,  priest  of  Bethel  (Richard  Allison,  left),  and  Amos,  prophet 
of  Judah  (Charles  Beekley),  on  the  true  nature  of  religious  faith. 


tion  by  the  World  Relief  Board. 
It  included  a  World  Relief  film, 
"Africa  ...  the  Beat  Goes  On!" 
portraying  the  plight  of  the 
peoples  of  the  Sahel  area  of 
Africa;  a  slide  presentation, 
"How  Much  Is  Enough?"  con- 
trasting the  great  need  in  some 
parts  of  the  world  with  the 
abundance  in  the  United  States; 
and  an  overhead  projection  of 
the  stark  statistics  of  world 
need  and  the  ray  of  hope  our 
money  can  provide  in  meeting 
these  needs.  The  message  of  the 
visual  presentation  was  intensi- 
fied by  Jean  Lersch  as  she  sang 
the  simple  but  penetrating  song, 
"How  Much  Is  Enough?"  which 
asks  each  of  us  to  consider  how 
much  we  must  have  when  so 
many  in  the  world  have  so  little. 

The  concluding  section  of  the 
service  was  entitled  "My  Broth- 
er's Keeper:  Spiritual  Con- 
cerns." Rev.  Brad  Weidenhamer 
presented  a  meditation,  "Touch- 
ing a  Spiritual  Need,"  in  which 
he  considered  areas  of  life  in 
which  we  must  be  available  to 
meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  those 
around  us.  The  meditation  was 
accompanied  by  a  slide  presen- 
tation depicting  these  areas  of 
need. 

The  service  concluded  with  an 
invitation  by  Dr.  Charles  Mun- 
son  to  persons  who  would  ac- 
cept a  call  to  full-time  Christian 
service.  He  also  asked  that  those 
who  had  already  accepted  this 
call  some  time  in  the  past  give 
a  show  of  strength  by  coming 
forward.  In  response  to  this  invi- 
tation, approximately  25  people 
came  forward,  demonstrating 
their  commitment  to  the  Lord's 
call  to  service. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


tuesday 


Moderator   Black    says: 

"We  are  small  in  numbers  but  with 
a  great  mission." 


Using  the  words  from  He- 
brews 6:1  -  -  "leave  elementary 
teaching  and  press  on  to  matur- 
ity" (NAS)— as  his  theme,  Mod- 
erator James  R.  Black  took  a 
two-pronged  approach  in  his 
perceptive  and  challenging  Mod- 
erator's address.  He  considered 
first  certain  matters  which  he 
feels  are  holding  back  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  then  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  Brethren  to  "move 
on."  He  stated,  "I  believe  it  is 
time  we  settle  some  things  that 
have  for  too  long  taken  up  our 
time  and  sapped  us  of  much 
energy,  and  'press  on'  to  the 
great  purpose  of  the  church." 

One  of  those  things  which  the 
Moderator  feels  are  holding  us 
back  is  our  concern  over  being 
small.  About  this  concern,  Mod- 
erator Black  boldly  stated,  "We 
are  small  in  numbers  but  with  a 
great  mission.  God  has  given  to 
us  a  responsibility,  and  with  it 
makes  provision  for  carrying  out 
that  responsibility.  Not  all  of  us 
are  great  people;  not  all  church- 
es   are   great    churches;    not   all 


denominations  are  great  denomi- 
nations. Just  because  we  are 
small,  however,  does  not  mean 
that  we  have  a  divinely  awarded, 
built-in  excuse  not  to  accomplish 
God's  purpose  for  us." 

Alluding  to  the  parable  of  the 
talents  in  Matthew  25,  the  Mod- 
erator suggested  that  we  may  be 
a  "one-talent"  denomination. 
Therefore  we  must  take  heed 
lest  we,  like  the  one-talented 
steward  in  the  parable,  be  so 
busy  feeling  fearful  and  making 
excuses  that  we  do  nothing. 

His  discussion  of  the  size  of 
the  church  led  Moderator  Black 
to  consider  roll  revision,  one 
hindrance  to  denominational 
growth.  He  recalled  how,  as  Gen- 
eral Conference  statistician,  he 
had  watched  helplessly  as  one, 
two,  or  a  few  churches  annually 
canceled  out  the  growth  of  the 
denomination  with  the  stroke  of 
a  pen. 

In  order  to  prevent  this  from 
continuing  to  happen,  he  recom- 
mended that  membership  rolls 
be    brought    up    to    date    in    the 
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Rev.  James  Black  stands  before  the  Conference  banner  as  he  presents 
the  197 '8  Moderator's  address. 


coming  year  and  that  beginning 
in  1980  statistical  report  forms 
no  longer  contain  roll  revision  or 
reversion  or  like  language.  He 
added,  "If  we  must  have  a  way 
to  clear  the  roll  of  the  inactives, 
let  us  use  the  word  'dismissed' 
and  search  out  scriptural  justifi- 
cation for  our  actions." 

Another  matter  which  the 
Moderator'  feels  has  been  mono- 
polizing too  much  time  and 
energy  and  therefore  has  been 
holding  the  Brethren  back  is 
the  question  of  rebaptism.  He 
contended  that  even  though  the 
question  has  been  considered  in 
recent  Conferences,  the  issue 
had  not  yet  been  settled.  There- 
fore he  recommended  that  the 
Brethren  Church  follow  the  urg- 
ing of  several  of  the  district  con- 
ferences and  amend  the  Man- 
ual of  Procedure  to  allow  local 
churches  the  option  of  receiving 
into  membership  without  rebap- 
tism persons  who  have  been 
previously  baptized  by  believer's 
immersion. 

Denominational  restructuring 
was  another  matter  which  the 
Moderator  felt  needed  to  be 
handled  in  order  for  the  church 
to  move  ahead.  He  recommended 
that  the  Conference  accept  the 
proposal  of  Central  Council  and 
the  Polity  Committee  that  Cen- 
tral Council  be  abolished  and 
replaced  by  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  General  Conference. 

Moderator  Black  indicated 
that  other  concerns  also  face 
the  church  and  need  our  atten- 
tion, even  though  he  did  not  have 
specific  recommendations  con- 
cerning them.  Among  those 
concerns  are  the  need  "to  be- 
come more  involved  in  the  social 
issues  of  the  day,  many  of  them 
of  critical  importance  to  the 
church,"  and  the  need  "to  place 
(continued  on   page   13) 
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Conference  delegates  make 


Delegates  to  this  year's  Gen- 
eral Conference  made  a  number 
of  significant  decisions  in  the 
daily  business  meetings  —  in 
addition  to  hearing  reports  of 
boards  and  committees,  conduct- 
ing elections,  and  caring  for 
other  routine  business. 

Two  of  the  most  important 
actions  taken  by  this  year's 
Conference  were  acceptance  of 
the  "baptismal  option"  and  the 
dissolution  of  Central  Council, 
to  be  replaced  by  an  Executive 
Committee  of  General  Confer- 
ence. These  two  actions  are 
treated  in  separate  articles. 

Following  is  a  run-down  of 
other  significant  actions  taken 
in  this  year's  business  sessions. 

(1)  Conference  abolished  its 
Music  Committee,  a  special  com- 
mittee which  was  responsible 
for  arranging  for  music  for 
Conference  week.  This  commit- 


tee was  replaced  with  a  Worship 
Committee  as  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  Conference.  In  addi- 
tion to  providing  music  leader- 
ship for  the  General  Conference 
program,  this  Worship  Com- 
mittee is  also  to  promote  the 
enrichment  of  worship  in  the 
Brethren  Church. 

(2)  Conference  delegates  vot- 
ed that  the  Brethren  Church 
should  become  a  part  of  the 
publication  of  a  Brethren  Ency- 
clopedia. This  encyclopedia  is  a 
joint  project  of  five  denomina- 
tional bodies  that  trace  their 
origin  to  Schwarzenau,  Ger- 
many. 

(3)  A  new  support  proposal 
for  the  work  of  General  Con- 
ference based  on  a  church's 
"growth  index"  rather  than  on 
its  membership  was  accepted. 
The  growth  index  of  a  church 
is    determined    by    adding    the 


church's  membership,  average 
Sunday  morning  worship  attend- 
ance, and  its  average  Sunday 
school  attendance  and  dividing 
by  three.  A  graduated  scale  of 
payment  was  also  a  part  of  the 
proposal,  with  larger  churches 
paying  more  proportionately 
than  smaller  churches. 

(4)  Conference  approved  the 
Moderator's  recommendation 
that  districts  be  encouraged  to 
choose  as  nominees  to  the  Ash- 
land College  trustees  persons 
who  have  shown  great  interest 
in  Ashland  College  and  in  the 
Brethren  Church  and  who  will 
make  every  effort  to  attend  all 
meetings.  Delegates  also  ap- 
proved his  suggestion  that  all 
districts  budget  funds  to  pay 
travel  expenses  for  their  trus- 
tees. 

(5)  Conference  authorized  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Breth- 


Baptism  option  accepted 


Undoubtedly  the  item  of 
business  which  generated  the 
most  interest  at  this  year's 
General  Conference  was  the 
"baptism  option"—  the  proposal 
that  individual  congregations  be 
given  the  option  of  receiving 
into  membership  without  rebap- 
tism  persons  who  reaffirm  their 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior, 
who  have  been  previously  bap- 
tized by  believer's  immersion, 
and  who  evidence  a  personal 
faith  and  walk  in  Jesus  Christ 
as   Lord. 

Prompted  by  the  action  of 
several  district  conferences  urg- 
ing such  a  change,  Rev.  James 
Black   had   recommended    in    his 


Moderator's  address  that  Confer- 
ence amend  the  Manual  of  Pro- 
cedure to  allow  congregations 
this  option. 

This  recommendation,  which 
was  considered  in  the  Wednes- 
day afternoon  business  session, 
precipitated  considerable  dis- 
cussion. Speeches  were  made 
strongly  supporting  and  strong- 
ly opposing  the  proposed  change. 

When  the  time  allotted  for 
the  business  session  elapsed, 
delegates  turned  down  a  motion 
to  take  up  the  matter  the  fol- 
lowing afternoon,  choosing  in- 
stead   to    dispense    with     work- 


shops planned  for  the  hour  and 
to  continue  on  with  the  dis- 
cussion. A  motion  was  then 
made  and  passed  to  limit  debate, 
and  a  specific  time  (4:30  p.m.) 
was  set   for  the  vote. 

When  the  vote  was  taken,  284 
(73'.;  )  of  the  388  persons  voting 
favored  the  proposed  change, 
thus  surpassing  the  two-thirds 
majority    needed   for   passage. 

The  action  of  the  Conference 
was  referred  to  the  Rules  and 
Organization  Committee,  then 
on  to  the  Polity  Committee,  and 
during  the  Thursday  afternoon 
business  session  the  proposed 
change  in  the  Manual  of  Pro- 
cedure   was    finalized. 


significant  decisions 


ren  Publishing  Company  to  re- 
move the  Carpenter's  Shop  from 
the  activities  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  and  to 
organize  it  as  a  separate  cor- 
poration with  all  stock  of  the 
new  corporation  to  be  owned  by 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany. This  change  is  being  made 
in  order  to  comply  with  new 
Internal  Revenue  Service  laws 
for  exempt   organizations. 

(6)  A  Social  Concerns  Com- 
mittee was  established  as  a 
standing  committee  of  General 
Conference.  This  committee  is 
to  educate  and  supply  accurate 
and  current  information  to  the 
Brethren  concerning  social  con- 
cerns of  the  present  day,  and 
to  provide  for  the  expression  of 
current  opinions  on  social  issues 
for  the  purpose  of  unification 
and  outward  expressions  of 
current  Brethren  thought. 

(continued  on  page  8) 


Statistician's  report 
discouraging 

The  Brethren  Church  showed 
a  net  loss  of  245  members  in 
1977,  according  to  the  statis- 
tician's report.  This  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  897  conversions 
were  reported  and  1,001  new 
members  were  added. 

These  gains  were  offset  by  a 
loss  of  1,246  members— 783  of 
these  by  reversion  (roll  re- 
vision). 

Total  membership  for  the  117 
churches  reporting  was  15,344. 
Of  these  members,  8,293  (54%) 
attend  Sunday  school  on  an 
"average  Sunday  morning,"  and 
10,270  (66.9r/,  )  attend  morning 
worship. 

Fifty-four  churches  of  the  117 
reporting  showed  a  net  gain  in 
church  membership  for  1977, 
with  sixteen  of  these  having  a 
net  gain  of  ten  or  more. 


Moderator  James  Black  (right)  and  Moderator-Elect  Duane  Dickson 
confer  on  a  matter  during  one  of  the  Conference  business  sessions. 


Rev.   Duane   Dickson   becomes 
new   moderator 


-  At  the  conclusion  of  the  1978 
Conference  business  sessions, 
Rev.  Duane  Dickson  became  the 
new  moderator  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  He  succeeds  Rev.  James 
Black.  Rev.  Dickson  is  pastor  of 
the  Walcrest  Brethren  Church 
in  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Chosen  to  the  position  of 
moderator-elect  was  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Kerner,  pastor  of  the 
Roann,   Ind.,  Brethren  Church. 

Re-elected  to  succeed  them- 
selves in  office  were  the  Confer- 
ence secretary — Mr.  Fred  Horn, 
Sr.,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.;  the 
assistant  secretary — Rev.  Rod- 
ney Thomas  of  Huntington,  Ind.; 


the  treasurer — Mr.  George  Sny- 
der of  Ashland,  Ohio;  the 
assistant  treasurer — Mr.  Charles 
Beekley  of  Ashland,  Ohio;  and 
the  statistician — Rev.  Larry  Bak- 
er of  South  Bend,  Ind. 

These  Conference  officers, 
along  with  the  retiring  modera- 
tor, Rev.  James  Black,  and  the 
Conference  statutory  agent,  Mr. 
John  Rowsey,  make  up  the 
Executive  Committee  of  General 
Conference.  This  committee,  by 
action  of  the  1978  Conference, 
takes  the  place  of  the  former 
Central  Council  and  has  the  re- 
sponsibility for  planning  and 
implementing  the  General  Con- 
ference program. 
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Two  unsung  heroes  of  Conference  are  Secretary  Fred  Horn,  Sr. 
(right),  and  his  assistant,  Rev.  Rodney  Thomas,  who  faithfully  record 
minutes  of  the  business  sessions. 


Conference  approves 
denominational  reorganization 


Acting  on  a  joint  proposal  of 
the  Polity  Committee  and  Cen- 
tral Council,  the  1978  General 
Conference  delegates  voted  to 
dissolve  Central  Council  and  the 
Conference  Planning  Executive 
Committee  and  to  replace  both 
with  an  Executive  Committee  of 
General  Conference. 

This  new  Executive  Commit- 
tee will  be  made  up  of  the  elect- 
ed officers  of  General  Confer- 
ence ( moderator,  moderator- 
elect,  secretary,  assistant  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  assistant  treas- 
urer, statistician,  statutory 
agent)  and  the  immediate  past 
moderator. 

This  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers will  replace  ,both  the  31 
member  Central  Council  and  the 
27  member  Conference  Planning 
Executive  Committee.  (The  Con- 
ference Planning  Executive 
Committee  was  composed  of  the 
moderator,  moderator-elect,  and 
secretary  of  General  Conference 
plus  representatives  from  each 
district.)  The  new  Executive 
Committee    will    take    over    the 


planning,  coordinating,  and 
office  functions  of  Central  Coun- 
cil and  also  the  General  Confer- 
ence week  program  planning 
responsibilities  of  the  old  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Sufficient  budget  will  be  sup- 
plied the  new  Executive  Com- 
mittee so  that  it  can  employ  on 
behalf  of  General  Conference  a 
full-time  executive  secretary, 
maintain  an  office  for  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  perform  its 
other  responsibilities. 

The  new  Executive  Committee 
is  also  to  meet  twice  annually 
with  the  executives  or  represent- 
atives of  the  cooperating  boards 
of  General  Conference,  the  presi- 
dent of  Ashland  College,  and  the 
vice  president  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege for  the  Seminary.  These 
executives  and  representatives 
will  serve  as  a  resource  group 
for  the  new  Executive  Commit- 
tee. In  addition,  the  Executive 
Committee  will  be  seeking  input 
from  other  organizations,  aux- 
iliaries, and  individuals  in  the 
Brethren   Church. 


(7)  The  Manual  of  Procedure 
was  changed  giving  each  local 
congregation  two  (rather  than 
one)  General  Conference  dele- 
gates for  its  first  fifty  members 
or  fraction  thereof.  This  has  the 
effect  of  giving  each  church  one 
more  delegate  to  General  Con- 
ference. Congregations  will  con- 
tinue to  receive  one  additional 
delegate  for  each  additional  50 
members  or  fraction  over  25. 

(8)  Delegates  ratified  a  tele- 
gram sent  by  Executive  Secre- 
tary Smith  Rose  to  Senator 
Jesse  Helms  regarding  legisla- 
tive action  being  considered  in 
the  U.S.  Senate.  This  telegram 
stated,  "We  strongly  support 
your  efforts  to  restore  voluntary 
prayer  in  public  schools." 

(9)  Executive  Committee  was 
instructed  by  the  Conference  to 
carefully  consider  the  concept  of 
a  National  Brethren  Member- 
ship and  that  they  report  the 
results  of  their  study  to  the 
1979  Conference  with  a  specific 
recommendation. 

(10)  The  Conference  delegates 
also  asked  Executive  Committee 
to  give  consideration  to  devel- 
oping a  plan  for  church  growth 
on  a  denominational  and  local 
level,  with  a  report  of  such  a 
plan  to  be  given  at  the  1979 
Conference. 

A  total  of  455  delegates  were 
registered  for  Conference.  This 
included  134  ministerial  dele- 
gates (13  in  absentia),  271  lay 
delegates,  32  district  delegates, 
and  18  cooperative  delegates. 

1979  General  Conference 

Theme  for  the  1979  General 
Conference  will  be  "If  My  People 
Will,"  based  on  II  Chronicles 
7:14.  The  Conference  is  sched- 
uled for  August  13  through  17, 
1979,  at  Ashland  College,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 
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Three  Brethren  churches  serve  as 
models  of  church  growth 


In  spite  of  a  net  loss  of  245 
members  in  the  Brethren  de- 
nomination in  1977,  some  Breth- 
ren churches  are  showing  sig- 
nificant life  and  growth.  Three 
such  churches  are  the  Dutch- 
town  Brethren  Church  near 
Warsaw,  Indiana,  the  Northwest 
Brethren  Chapel  in  Tucson, 
Arizona,  and  the  Winding  Wa- 
ters Brethren  Church  in  Elk- 
hart, Indiana. 

These  three  churches  were 
featured  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
of  General  Conference  in  a  pro- 
gram called  Church  Growth 
Models. 

Dutchtown  Brethren  Church 

God's  love  reaching  out  is  the 
focus  of  the  Dutchtown  Breth- 
ren Church.  According  to  Pastor 
James  Sluss,  there  has  been  a 
particular  experience  of  the 
spirit  of  love  in  the  Dutchtown 
Church  in  the  last  several  years. 
Forgiveness,  prayer,  praising, 
learning,  growing,  obeying,  and 
a  reaching  out  with  God's  love 
have  been  the  results. 

Pastor  Sluss  sees  the  person- 
to-person  love  outreach  of  the 
members  of  the  congregation  as 
the  most  significant  factor  in 
the  church's  growth.  The  people 
are  sharing  God's  message  of 
love  both  inside  and  outside  the 
church.  The  result  has  been  con- 
sistent growth,  with  a  50% 
increase  in  worship  attendance 
over  the  past  few  years  and  a 
100%   increase  in  giving. 

The  Dutchtown  Church  is  sit- 
uated in  a  strategic  location  for 
ministry  and  growth.  It  is  at  the 
hub  of  a  cluster  of  12  lakes  in 
an  area  which  ranks  third  in 
growth  in  Indiana.  A  population 
increase  of  55%  is  projected  by 
the  year  2000.  The  church  is 
preparing  to  meet  this  challenge, 
with   plans   for   a   new  worship 


facility  and  a  continued  out- 
reach of  love  to  this  increasing 
population. 

Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 

Northwest  Brethren  Chapel  in 
Tucson,  Arizona,  is  only  32 
months  old,  but  in  those  months 
it  has  grown  from  21  members 
(seed  members  from  the  Tucson 
First  Brethren  Church)  to  a 
membership  of  59.  The  church 
is  constantly  growing,  with 
seven  new  members  baptized  in 
the  seven  weeks  prior  to  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

Rev.  William  Curtis,  pastor  of 
the  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel, 
believes  making  contacts  has 
been  basic  to  the  growth  of  this 
church.  As  the  pastor  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Northwest  Chapel 
meet  people  in  the  community, 
they  view  each  new  contact  as 
a  potential  person  receiving 
Christ  and  coming  into  the 
church  family. 

The  camping  program  and 
vacation  Bible  school  have  also 
been  means  of  making  contacts. 
About  the  latter,  Rev.  Curtis 
stated,  "I  think  if  there  is  any 
program  in  the  whole  year  for 
reaching  out  in  the  community, 
it's  the  Bible  school  program." 

As  growth  continues,  plans 
are  being  made  for  construction 
of  the  first  church  building  of 
the  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel. 

Tucson,  Arizona,  is  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  cities  in  the 
country,  and  Northwest  Breth- 
ren Chapel  is  located  in  the 
fastest  growing  part  of  this  city. 
With  its  good  beginning,  pros- 
pects look  good  for  the  con- 
tinued growth  of  this  new  Breth- 
ren church. 

Winding  Waters  Church 

Deliberate  planning  has  been 
the  key  to  growth  in  the  Wind- 


ing Waters  Brethren  Church, 
according  to  a  report  given  by 
Mr.  Michael  Gleason,  Minister 
of  Christian  Education  and  Fam- 
ily Life  for  the  church. 

In  1975  Pastor  Frederick 
Finks  and  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  church  prepared  a 
five-year  plan,  projecting  a  100% 
increase  in  church  attendance, 
and  growth  in  every  area  of 
church  life.  In  order  to  meet 
these  goals,  definite  plans  were 
made  and  shared  with  the  con- 
gregation— plans  which  included 
the  involvement  of  the  laity  in 
the  ministry  of  the  church. 

Publicity  is  a  part  of  this  plan 
for  growth.  The  church  sends  a 
welcome  letter  to  each  new  per- 
son or  family  that  moves  into 
the  community,  telling  them 
about  the  church  and  its  pro- 
gram. Regular  mailings  are  also 
sent  to  a  list  of  1200  names,  and 
advertising  is  carried  regularly 
in  the  local  newspaper. 

The  members  of  the  congre- 
gation have  also  been  taught 
through  the  preaching  and 
teaching  ministry  of  the  church 
that  they  must  be  fulfilling  the 
great  commission  by  bringing 
their  friends  and  neighbors  to 
the  church.  As  a  result,  25% 
of  the  present  congregation  has 
come  because  of  the  invitation 
of  other  members  in  the  church. 

Has  all  this  planning  and 
work  brought  results?  Judge 
for  yourself.  A  membership  of 
91  in  1975  rose  to  171  in  1977, 
and  average  worship  attendance 
of  132  in  1975  reached  193  in 
1977. 

In  May  of  this  year  the  Wind- 
ing Waters  Church  dedicated  a 
new  sanctuary  capable  of  seat- 
ing approximately  500  people.  It 
is  obvious  that  this  congregation 
is  deliberately  planning  for  con- 
tinued growth. 
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Mission  program  brings  meaning 
to  Conference  theme 


What  more  appropriate  pro- 
gram could  take  place  below  the 
Conference  banner — boldly  stat- 
ing "My  Brother's  Keeper" — 
than  Tuesday  evening's  Mission- 
ary Board  program?  The  cap- 
sule view  by  our  home  and 
foreign  missionaries  of  the  ser- 
vice they  are  giving  brought 
animation  to  those  printed 
words.  We  saw  the  living  pres- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work 
through  his  own. 

Listening  to  the  speakers — 
the  Lois,  John  Guli,  the  Miran- 
das, and  the  Florida  team  of 
Dale  RuLon  and  Keith  Bennett 
— brought  life  to  the  words  of 
Rev.  Don  Rowser's  devotions. 
These  devotions,  based  on  Luke 
6:46,  asked  the  question,  "Why 
do  you  call  me  Lord  when  you 
won't  obey  me?"  We  saw  before 
us  people  who  do  obey,  and  we 
heard  of  the  fruitful  service 
they  offer  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Rowser  challenged  the 
denomination  to  extend  beyond 
the  "small  and  comfortable" 
stage.  We  could  quickly  estimate 
our  denominational  potential  in 
the  previous  speakers — and  in 
the  many  others  we  know  who 
are  serving  the  Lord  through 
"serving  the  least." 

The  culmination  of  the  even- 
ing was  a  mission  exposition  by 
Waldron  Scott,  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  the  World  Evangelical 
Fellowship. 

Mr.  Scott  made  four  observa- 
tions, comparing  the  status  of 
Christianity  at  the  end  of  the 
Book  of  Acts  with  its  status 
today.  He  noted,  first,  that  there 
was  then  and  is  now  significant 
progress  in  the  spread  of  the 
gospel.  He  observed,  secondly, 
that  much  remained  and  still 
remains  to  be  done.  Thirdly,  he 
said  that  the  reason  much  re- 
mained to  be  done  was  that  the 
apostles    labored    under    severe 


physical  and  financial  restraints, 
and  that  the  same  is  true  today. 
Yet,  fourthly,  in  spite  of  this, 
the  gospel  was  and  is  going  for- 
ward openly  and  without 
hindrance. 

In  the  remainder  of  his  mes- 
sage, Scott  demonstrated  how 
these  four  observations  are  true 
in  our  day.  In  support  of  his 
observation  that  significant 
progress  has  been  made  in 
spreading  the  gospel,  he  said 
that  in  the  last  150  years  the 
percentage  of  the  world's  popu- 
lation that  is  Christian  has  gone 
from  8%  to  28%.  In  addition, 
we  face  a  changing  complexion 
in  Christianity  in  our  day.  By 
the  year  2000  there  will  be  more 
non-white  Christians  than  white, 
and  the  center  of  gravity  of 
Christendom  will  have  shifted 
from  north  of  the  equator  to 
south   of  the  equator. 


Nevertheless,  much  remains 
to  be  done.  For  every  person  in 
the  world  who  names  the  name 
of  Jesus,  at  least  two  have  never 
even  heard  His  name.  The  2.7 
billion  unreached  people  of  the 
world  today  represent  the  evan- 
gelistic task  before  us.  In  addi- 
tion, we  also  have  a  debt  to 
the  poor  and  oppressed  of  the 
world.  We  have  an  obligation 
not  only  to  take  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  to  all  the  world,  but 
also  to  help  the  poor  and  op- 
pressed of  the  world  in  their 
struggle  against  unjust  prac- 
tices. We  need  each  other  to 
reach  out  and  combat  social 
evils. 

In  speaking  of  the  limitations 
on  the  gospel  today,  Scott  point- 
ed out  that  some  countries  put 
serious  physical  limitations  on 
the  spread  of  the  gospel.  China, 
for    example,    with   40%    of   the 
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Home  and  foreign  missionaries  like  {from  right)  John  Guli,  David  and 
Jenny  Loi,  and  Maria  and  Juan  Miranda  are  involved  in  being  "My 
Brother's  Keeper,"  as  is  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Missionary  Board  (at  podium). 
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world's  unreached  people,  does 
not  allow  missionaries  into  the 
country.  Financially,  world  infla- 
tion and  the  extravagant  life- 
style of  American  Christians 
put  limitations  on  the  spread  of 
the  gospel. 

Mental  and  spiritual  limita- 
tions to  the  gospel's  spread  also 
exist.  One  of  these  is  the  identifi- 
cation of  Christianity  with 
American  capitalism  and  foreign 
policy,  which  sees  missions  as 
sharing  the  "great  white  hope." 
It  was  this  identification  which 
was  in  part  responsible  for  the 
expulsion  of  missionaries  from 
China. 

Finally,  speaking  to  the  point 
that  the  gospel  is  still  going 
forward  openly  and  without  hin- 
drance,  Scott  stated  that  there 


are  more  winable  people  in  the 
world  today  than  ever  before. 
The  problems  of  the  world  are 
so  great  that  even  worldly  peo- 
ple are  beginning  to  realize  that 
the  gospel  is  our  only  hope.  The 
gospel  is  going  forward  today 
because  of  the  emergence  of 
New  Testament  discipleship 
among  American  Christians  and 
because  of  an  emergence  of  mis- 
sion effort  among  Christians  in 
Third  World  countries.  We  must 
become  servants  working  along 
with  others  in  this  world. 

As  the  program  concluded,  we 
were  burdened  with  the  knowl- 
edge that  truly  we  are  our 
brother's  keeper.  The  question 
before  us  was,  "What  are  we 
going  to  do  about  it?" 

—Linda  Beekley 


Missionary   Board   Announces 
Mission   to   Mexico 


The  country  of  Mexico  will  be 
our  newest  Brethren  mission 
field,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment at  the  1978  General  Con- 
ference by  Rev.  Virgil  Ingra- 
ham,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Board  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church. 

The  growing  city  of  Tijuana, 
situated  a  few  miles  across  the 
Mexican-American  border  south 
of  San  Diego,  has  been  selected 
as  the  first  city  in  which  to 
share  the  gospel  and  gather  new 
believers  together  into  congre- 
gations. It  is  a  city  with  great 
spiritual  needs,  which  offers  a 
tremendous  challenge  for  shar- 
ing the  love  of  Christ.  The  po- 
tential it  offers  for  planting 
churches  coupled  with  its  acces- 
sibility to  leadership  resources  in 
the  United  States  were  impor- 
tant factors   prayerfully  consid- 


ered for  taking  this  new  venture 
of  faith   into  Mexico. 

Supervision  of  the  new  work 
will  be  an  added  responsibility 
of  Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda, 
who  will  work  from  his  base 
in  Pasadena,  California.  Rev. 
Miranda  is  a  Brethren  mission- 
ary on  loan  to  the  Fuller  Evan- 
gelistic Association,  Pasadena, 
where  he  is  director  of  the  Asso- 
ciation's newly  developed  His- 
panic ministries. 

Further  preliminary  work  is 
required  over  the  next  few 
months,  with  January  1979  the 
target  date  for  launching  this 
new  evangelistic  outreach. 
Brethren  throughout  our  broth- 
erhood are  urged  to  support 
this  new  undertaking,  praying 
that  the  Lord  might  lead  in 
every  aspect  of  its  planning  and 
development. 


Waldron  Scott 


Conference  offering 
falls  short  of  goal 

Newly  planted  churches  con- 
tinue to  need  the  support  of 
their  sponsoring  agency  for  sev- 
eral years.  Therefore,  this  year's 
General  Conference  Mission  Of- 
fering was  again  designated  for 
Operation  Impact,  with  a  goal 
of  $15,000. 

The  new  churches  in  Florida, 
one  in  Tampa  and  the  other  in 
Brandon,  were  started  from 
scratch.  Their  pastors  have 
worked  hard  and  have  gathered 
a  nucleus  of  people.  Continuing 
support  will  make  further  de- 
velopment of  these  churches 
possible. 

As  of  this  writing,  $9,575  in 
cash  and  pledges  has  been  re- 
ceived toward  the  $15,000  goal. 
Pledges  and  other  gifts  may  be 
designated  for  the  Conference 
Offering  until  October  31. 

The  Missionary  Board  is  grate- 
ful for  the  support  of  mis- 
sion minded,  vision  fulfilling 
Brethren. 
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Wednesday 


Conference  speaker  challenges  Brethren 
to  take  the  side  of  the  poor 


"God  is  on  the  side  of  the 
poor,"  proclaimed  Dr.  Ronald 
Sider  on  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday  morning  of  General 
Conference.  Each  day  this  au- 
thor of  the  book,  Rich  Christians 
in  an  Age  of  Hunger,  cited  pas- 
sage after  passage  of  Scripture 
that  underscored  his  primary 
thesis. 

Discipleship  and  the  Poor 

In  his  Wednesday  morning 
address,  "Discipleship  and  the 
Poor,"  Sider  presented  three 
topics.  The  first  was,  "God  is  at 
work  to  liberate  the  poor." 

To  underscore  this  truth,  Sider 
reminded  the  audience  of  God's 
threefold  intervention  in  his- 
tory: (1)  God  freed  oppressed 
slaves  from  Egypt  (Exodus  3: 
7-8).  (2)  God  allowed  the  de- 
struction of  Israel  and  Judah 
because  of  economic  oppression 
of  people  in  those  nations.  (3) 
God  entered  human  history  in 
the  person  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
and  announced  his  mission  to 
"preach  good  news  to  the  poor 
...  to  proclaim  release  to  the 
captives  and  recovering  of  sight 
to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty 
those  who  are  oppressed  .  .  ." 
(Luke  4:18  RSV). 

As  his  second  topic  on 
Wednesday,  Sider  declared,  "God 
is  at  work  in  history  to  exalt  the 
poor  and  cast  down  the  rich." 
The  wealthy  have  often  become 
rich  by  oppressing  the  poor,  and 
God  has  announced  destruction 
for  those  who  devastate  the 
poor.  In  addition,  He  condemns 
the  rich  who  don't  share  with 
the  poor. 

"The  genuine  people  of  God 
are  on  the  side  of  the  poor," 
was  the  third  topic  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  Those  who  op- 
press the  poor  are  really  not 
God's      people.      The      prophets 


Amos  (chapter  5)  and  Isaiah 
(58:3)  condemned  piety  to  the 
exclusion  of  liberation,  sharing, 
and  justice.  Jesus,  dealing  with 
the  Pharisees,  echoed  this 
prophetic  theme. 

"Is  the  church  really  the 
church  if  it  doesn't  work  for 
justice?"  the  speaker  asked. 
"We  demand  increasing  afflu- 
ence from  politicians  when  peo- 
ple in  the  Third  World  are  starv- 
ing. We  may  claim  orthodox 
beliefs  about  Christ;  however, 
we  are  not  God's  people  if  we 
neglect  the  poor." 

Dr.  Sider  concluded  Wednes- 
day's message  by  suggesting 
ways  Christians  can  help  alle- 
viate the  problems  of  the  poor. 
"Begin  to  live  more  simply,"  he 
said.  "Cut  down  spending.  Don't 
let   fashions  dictate  purchases." 

Biblical  Idea  of  Structural  Evil 

On  Thursday  morning  Sider 
spoke  on  "World  Hunger  and 
the  Biblical  Idea  of  Structural 
Evil."  He  again  based  his  re- 
marks on  passages  of  Scripture. 
Amos  2  and  4,  Isaiah  5  and  10, 
and  Psalm  94  all  declare  the  evil 
of  legalizing  the  mistreatment 
of  the  poor. 

To  answer  the  question,  "Are 
we  in  North  America  involved 
in  structural  sin?"  the  speaker 
cited  three  evidences  for  a 
"yes"  answer.  (1)  In  interna- 
tional trade  the  United  States 
charges  high  tariffs  on  pro- 
cessed goods  from  poor  coun- 
tries. (2)  The  U.S.,  with  5f/,  of 
the  world's  population,  con- 
sumes 33r/r  of  the  world's  non- 
renewable natural  resources.  (3) 
People  in  this  country  consume 
more  than  they  need,  while 
other  people  remain  malnour- 
ished. 

"Each  day  in  the  U.S.  we  eat 
twice    as    much    protein    as    we 


need,"  Dr.  Sider  stated,  "while 
in  South  America  half  of  all 
good  land  is  used  to  grow  export 
crops."  In  Honduras,  where  the 
infant  mortality  rate  is  high  due 
to  malnutrition,  35  million  tons 
of  beef  are  exported  annually. 

Yes,  every  North  American  is 
involved  in  structural  evil,  Dr. 
Sider  claimed.  Yet  forgiveness  is 
possible  as  we  confess  and  seek 
ways  to  change  the  structures 
that  oppress  and  allow  injustice 
for  the  poor. 

The  Church  as  Model 

Dr.  Sider  began  Friday  morn- 
ing's message,  "The  Church  as 
Model  in  an  Age  of  Hunger,"  by 
offering  specific  suggestions  for 
concerned  Christians.  He  sug- 
gested the  following:  Adopt  a 
graduated  tithe  (which  he  ex- 
plains in  his  book).  Discuss  fam- 
ily budgets  and  large  purchases 
with  fellow  Christians.  Show 
world  hunger  films  in  local 
churches.  Schedule  regular  stud- 
ies on  justice  topics.  Establish  a 
working  peace  and  justice  com- 
mittee in  each  local  church. 
Consider  a  General  Conference 
resolution  encouraging  churches 
to  match  church  building  funds 
with  like  amounts  for  world 
relief.  Establish  "Bread  for  the 
World"  chapters.  Investigate  the 
"Interfaith  Center  for  Corporate 
Response." 

After  mentioning  these  sug- 
gested actions,  the  speaker  em- 
phasized the  need  for  Christians 
to  belong  to  small  groups  within 
the  church  that  support  and 
nurture  its  members.  Only  then 
will  they  be  able  to  defy  the 
oppressive  structures  of  society. 

Using  the  fellowship  of  believ- 
ers in  the  Book  of  Acts  as  an 
example,  Sider  cited  the  neces- 
sity of  Christians  committing 
themselves  to  unconditional  lia- 
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bility,  availability,  and  accounta- 
bility for  each  other  to  provide 
the  strength  needed  for  living 
in  an  evil  society.  This  was  the 
model  Jesus  presented  as  he 
built  his  new  community  of 
disciples  who  even  shared  a  com- 
mon purse. 

Today  some  Christian  com- 
munities are  exploring  ways  of 
sharing  resources  and  of  nur- 
turing members  through  koin- 
onia  to  enable  involvement  in 
social  action.  The  Jubilee  Fellow- 
ship in  lower  Germantown,  Pa., 
where  Dr.  Sider  lives,  is  one 
such  community. 

"A  model  of  economic  shar- 
ing is  necessary  from  the 
church,"    stated    Sider.    He    con- 


eluded  his  discussion  with  the 
claim:  "If  107.  of  all  Christians 
would  dare  to  join  hands  and 
restructure  lifestyles,  it  would 
make  an  impact  on  society." 

God  is  on  the  side  of  the  poor. 
If  Christians  fail  to  share  re- 
sources, consume  less,  and  work 
to  change  the  oppressive  struc- 
tures in  society,  they  are  no 
longer  God's  people.  This  was 
the  message  Dr.  Sider  presented, 
not  only  in  his  three  morning 
messages,  but  also  in  three 
workshops  and  at  the  Wednes- 
day noon  fasting  banquet.  He 
challenged  the  Brethren  with 
many  timely,  well-presented  in- 
sights to  ponder  and  act  upon. 
— Phil  and  Jean  Lersch 
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At  the  conclusion  of  two  of  his  messages.  Dr.  Sider  answered  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  a  panel  composed  of  (left  to  right)  Rev.  Phil  Lersch, 
Mrs.  Jean  Shank,  and  Rev.  Peter  Roussaki. 


Moderator's  address 

(continued  from  page  5) 

greater  emphasis  upon  disciple- 
ship,  (to)  seek  out  better  means 
of  communicating  one  with 
another,  (and  to)  recognize 
ways  of  improving  the  ministry 
of  and  to  our  smaller  congrega- 
tions." 

In  the  final  section  of  his 
message,  the  Moderator  focused 
his  attention  on  two  basic  ques- 
tions which  he  feels  face  the 
Brethren  Church — "Do  we  have 
reason  to  exist?"  and  "How 
must  our  lives  be  lived  that  we 
are  a  positive  influence  in  this 
spiritually  deprived  and  needy 
world?" 

In  considering  these  ques- 
tions Moderator  Black  declared, 
"Brethren,  as  Christians,  as  a 
church,  we  have  the  gospel  to 
present.  .  .  .  How  terribly  awak- 
ening it  should  be  that  we  have 
been  entrusted  with  a  message 
that  meets  all  the  needs  of  a 
soul  for  eternity." 

He  went  on  to  observe,  "Too 
often  our  Sunday  school  classes 
and  auxiliaries  —  and  some 
churches,  I  fear — consider  the 
'fun  and  fellowship'  to  become 
their  greatest  purpose  in  exist- 
ing, allowing  a  few  minutes  now 
and  then  for  'prayer  and  devo- 
tions' to  make  it  all  religious, 
with  little  time  given  to  consider 
the  will  of  God  and  His  means 
of  reaching  and  serving  people." 

Rev.  Black  added,  "And  listen, 
Brethren,  that  which  should 
drive  us  ever  onward  is  the  im- 
pelling love  of  Christ.  The  love 
in  our  own  hearts  must  cause  us 
to  please  the  Christ  who  placed 
it  there.  If  we  permit  Him,  He 
will  enter  into  our  life  and  into 
our  church  with  power  never 
before  realized,  and  we  will  see 
a  much-needed  revival  in  the 
Brethren  Church." 

Moderator  Black  concluded  his 
address  by  stating,  "What  a 
challenge.  What  a  tremendous 
privilege  to  serve  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  Brethren  Church. 
God  grant  us  new  power  and 
great  vision,  that  we  anxiously 
see  His  will  accomplished  in  the 
Brethren  Church." 
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Wednesday 

W.M.S.  speaker  challenges   Christians 
to  practice  scriptural  hospitality 


The  challenge  issued  by  Karen 
Mains,  the  speaker  at  the 
W.M.S.  Inspirational  Service  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  was  for 
Christians  to  practice  scriptural 
hospitality  in  their  homes,  in 
their  churches,  and  in  the  world 
at  large. 

To  explain  what  she  meant 
by  scriptural  hospitality,  Mrs. 
Mains  took  her  listeners  on  a 
brief  excursion  through  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  citing 
examples  of  and  exhortations  to 
hospitality.  On  the  basis  of  this 
biblical  excursion,  she  concluded 
that  being  hospitable  is  not  an 
option  for  the  Christian  but  an 
injunction,  and  that  hospitality 
is  to  be  practiced  by  all  Chris- 
tians regardless  of  sex,  marital 
status,  or  age. 

The  key  to  practicing  hospital- 
ity is  having  an  open  heart,  as 
clearly  demonstrated  by  the 
most  hospitable  man  who  ever 
walked  the  face  of  the  earth, 
Christ.  He  never  excluded  any- 
one from  his  welcome,  nor  did 
he  demonstrate  partiality.  His 
heart  was  so  open  to  the  broken 
humanity  of  this  alienated  world 
that  all  felt  welcomed  by  him — 
regardless  of  social  class,  sex, 
age,  or  religious  background. 
This  open-heartedness  is  the 
Christ-likeness  that  we  need  to 
develop  in  order  to  practice 
hospitality. 

The  most  obvious  and  perhaps 
the  most  needed  place  to  begin 
practicing  hospitality  is  within 
the  Christian  home.  Mrs.  Mains 
told  how  her  daughter  had 
shamed  her  into  realizing  this 
when  she  declared  in  front  of 
guests,  "Mother,  why  don't  you 
treat  me  this  nice  when  people 
aren't  here?"  Family  members 
need  to  befriend  each  other  with 
gifts  of  time,  consideration, 
loyalty,  and  service  under  their 
own  roofs.  Christian  homes 
would  then  become  sanctuaries, 


In  addition  to  speaking  for  the  W.M.S.  inspirational  service,  author 
Karen  Mains  (right)  autographed  books  at  the  Carpenter's  Shop  and 
took  part  in  a  live  broadcast  with  Cathy  Donges  over  an  Ashland  radio 
station. 


that  is,  ministering  units  that 
can  give  hospitality  to  the  world 
at  large  because  it  is  practiced 
at  home. 

Hospitality,  according  to  Mrs. 
Mains,  must  also  be  practiced 
within  the  church,  the  family  of 
God.  Churches  fail  to  become 
families  because  Christians  hide 
themselves  from  one  another, 
not  having  the  courage  to  show 
their  weaknesses.  In  a  sense  we 
say  to  each  other,  "I  don't  need 
you."  Another  reason  church 
members  aren't  hospitable  to 
each  other  is  that  they  put  pride 
before  hospitality.  Mrs.  Mains 
said  she  has  learned  that  hos- 
pitality has  nothing  to  do  with 
impressing  people,  but  every- 
thing to  do  with  making  guests 
feel    wanted    and    welcomed. 

After  practicing  hospitality 
within  our  personal  families  and 
within  the  family  of  God  (the 
church),  this  hospitality  should 
be  extended  to  the  world  at 
large.  The  doors  of  our  homes 


are  opened,  and  then  we  allow 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  his  business 
of  conviction  and  redemption. 
Our  homes,  bathed  in  prayer, 
can  be  tools  of  redemption.  Even 
a  faltering,  human  effort  at  hos- 
pitality can  be  developed  into 
a  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
used  in  supernatural  ways.  This 
has  been  the  personal  experience 
of  Mrs.  Mains  and  others  who 
have  opened  their  homes  with 
open  hearts. 

Mrs.  Mains'  experiences  and 
thoughts  about  scriptural  hos- 
pitality are  the  subject  of  her 
book,  Open  Heart,  Open  Home. 
She  said  that  everything  in  her 
book  could  be  reduced  to  this 
one  sentence:  "I  believe  that  if 
Christians  would  practice  scrip- 
tural hospitality,  they  could  radi- 
cally alter  the  fabric  of  their 
society."  This  was  the  vision  she 
put  before  the  women  and  men 
who  heard  her  at  the  1978  Gen- 
eral  Conference. 

— Kay  Winfield 
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Seminary  presents  "Time  of  Proclamation" 
College  conducts  Centennial  Celebration 


Wednesday  evening  of  General 
Conference  was  Ashland  College 
and  Seminary  night.  Two  chal- 
lenging and  inspiring  services 
made  up  the  evening's  program. 

The  evening  began  with  "The 
Seminary's  Time  of  Proclama- 
tion." Following  the  trumpet's 
first  call,  ATS  professor  Dr. 
Jerry  Flora  presented  "The 
Declaration  of  the  Faith  of  the 
Good  News."  He  stated,  "Jesus 
Christ  is  our  point  of  contact. 
Jesus  Christ  is  all  that  mat- 
ters. .  .  ." 

Again  the  trumpet  sounded, 
and  Dr.  Charles  Munson  pre- 
sented "The  Declaration  of  the 
Love  of  the  Good  News."  He 
declared  that  the  love  of  God 
seized  him,  turned  him,  changed 
his  attitude  about  people,  and 
made  him  a  messenger. 

Once  again  the  call  of  the 
trumpet,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz 
presented  "The  Declaration  of 
the  Hope  of  the  Good  News." 
He   asked,    "Does    the   Brethren 


A  feature  of  the  seminary  ser- 
vice was  the  singing  of  a  black 
vocal  group  led  and  accompanied 
by  ATS  student  Ron  Williams. 


Church  have  a  future?"  and  an- 
swered, "It  rests  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  God's  grace."  He  also 
stated,  "The  church  of  the  fu- 
ture is  not  one  which  empha- 
sizes inspired  tongue  speaking, 
but  inspired  speaking  in  gen- 
eral." 

The  Seminary  service  conclud- 
ed with  what  was  for  some  the 
highlight  of  the  evening — the 
rhythmic  gospel  singing  of  a 
black  vocal  group  led  and  ac- 
companied on  the  piano  by  Mr. 
Ron  Williams,  an  ATS  student. 
This  singing  group  presented 
several  numbers  and  was  given 
a  standing  ovation. 

Following  the  Seminary  ser- 
vice, Ashland  College  presented 
its   Centennial   Celebration. 

Features  of  this  celebration 
were  the  reading  of  the  Cen- 
tennial Poem,  "A  Century:  A 
Continuum,"  by  Ashland  College 
professor  Dr.  Richard  Snyder, 
author  of  the  poem;  a  presen- 
tation, "As  I  Look  At  Century 
Two,"  by  Thomas  L.  Stoffer;  and 
the  address  of  the  evening  by 
Dr.  Arthur  L.  Schultz,  president 
of  Ashland  College. 

In  looking  at  century  two  of 
Ashland  College,  Mr.  Stoffer, 
who  is  vice  chairman  of  the  AC 
board  of  trustees,  said  that  he 
saw  three  possible  paths  for 
Ashland  College  in  the  future: 
(1)  a  dead  end;  (2)  a  state  sup- 
ported institution;  (3)  a  church- 
related,  Bible-centered,  private 
institution.  He  asked  the  Breth- 
ren present,  "Who  determines 
which  path?"  And  he  answered, 
"You  do,  and  those  who  follow 
you." 

Stoffer  then  added,  "We  need 
your  sons  and  daughters  as  stu- 
dents of  Ashland  College.  .  .  . 
We  also  need  your  financial 
support,  for  without  that  the 
college  cannot  exist.  .  .  .  We 
appreciate  and  welcome  your 
encouragement.  .  .  .  And  above 


all,   we  need  your  prayers." 

Dr.  Arthur  Schultz  used 
II  Chronicles  7:14  as  the  basis 
for  his  message  to  the  Confer- 
ence. He  spoke  on  the  subject, 
"God's  People." 

After  reviewing  briefly  some 
of  the  accomplishments  of  Ash- 
land College  in  the  past,  Dr. 
Schultz  asked,  "But  what  about 
the  future?"  He  then  stated,  "As 
God's  people,  we  have  a  future 
toward  which  the  present  must 
consider.  There  are  new  goals 
to  reach.  There  are  unfinished 
tasks  which  must  be  completed." 

He  continued  by  saying  that  as 
God's  people,  we  have  five  spe- 
cific responsibilities.  First,  as 
God's  people,  we  must  be  aware, 
aware  of  what's  going  on,  of  the 
issues,  of  the  times,  aware  of 
God's  will  for  this  day  and  age. 

As  God's  people,  we  must  also 
care — care  enough  to  do  some- 
thing about  the  great  issues  and 
challenges  and  opportunities 
that  we  have.  And  we  must 
dare — dare  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted,  to  have  courage,  con- 
viction,    and    consecration. 

As  God's  people,  we  must  also 
be  in  prayer.  "Oh,  how  I  believe 
in  the  power  of  prayer,"  stated 
Dr.  Schultz. 

And  finally,  as  God's  people, 
we  must  share — share  our  lives, 
our  talents,  our  money.  "We,  as 
God's  people,  will  seek  to  put 
money  into  life — into  other  peo- 
ple," said  Dr.  Schultz.  He  added, 
"If  I  have  sensed  anything  in 
this  first  year  with  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  I  have  sensed  that 
what  this  church  needs  more 
than  anything  else  is  a  revi- 
talized program  of  stewardship, 
(stewardship  of)  time,  of  talent, 
of  money,  and  of  life." 

Dr.  Schultz  related  these  five 
responsibilities  of  God's  people 
not  only  to  the  needs  of  Ashland 
College,  but  also  to  the  needs  of 
the  Brethren  Church  as  a  whole. 
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Summer  Crusaders  &   Interns 
present   "Greater  Is  He" 


From  the  opening  trumpet 
fanfare,  "I  Sing  the  Mighty 
Power  of  God,"  through  the 
closing  choral  affirmation, 
"Surely  the  Presence  of  the 
Lord  Is  in  This  Place,"  Confer- 
ence attenders  present  at  the 
Thursday  evening  Board  of 
Christian  Education  inspiration- 
al service  sensed  God's  Spirit 
among    them. 

The  sight  and  sound  of  sev- 
enty-five Brethren  young  people 
singing  Greater  Is  He,  by  Lanny 
Wolfe   and   Don   Marsh,    thrilled 


the  capacity  crowd  in  the  Ash- 
land College  chapel.  The  vibrant 
young  voices  of  summer  cru- 
saders and  interns  led  by  Jeff 
Lentz  were  backed  by  taped 
orchestration  and  enhanced  with 
special  lighting  and  projected 
slide  pictures.  Their  message, 
underscored  by  the  music,  pro- 
claimed the  gospel  the  Brethren 
cherish. 

This  spectacular  audio-visual 
presentation  by  representatives 
of  the  national  Brethren  Youth 
organization    reminded   the   con- 


Church   Growth   in   Florida   theme 
of   Laymen's   Inspirational   service 


The  Laymen's  Public  Inspira- 
tional Program  on  Thursday 
afternoon  of  Conference  fea- 
tured three  Florida  District 
laymen  speaking  on  "Church 
Growth   in  Florida." 

Lynn  Stump,  lay  minister  of 
visitation  of  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church,  reported  on 
growth  in  his  church.  He  said 
that  in  the  18  years  Dr.  J.  D. 
Hamel  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Sarasota  Church,  Dr.  Hamel  has 
baptized  approximately  800  peo- 
ple and  has  taken  in  approxi- 
mately 300  members  by  letter. 
During  these  years  the  church 
has  also  helped  four  men  of  the 
congregation  through  seminary. 

Russ  Yoder,  moderator  at 
Sarasota,  reported  on  the  Brad- 
enton  Brethren  Church,  daugh- 
ter church  of  the  Sarasota 
congregation.  Even  though  the 
Bradenton  Church  is  only  five 
years  old,  it  is  already  averag- 
ing approximately  100  in  Sunday 
morning  worship  attendance. 
The  church,  which  dedicated  its 
first  building  just  a  little  over 
two  years  ago,  hopes  to  be  self- 
supporting  by   next   year. 

Mr.  Yoder  sees  as  keys  to  the 
growth  of  the  Bradenton  Church 


a  congregation  that  is  involved 
and  a  pastor  who  is  full  of 
enthusiasm. 

A  review  of  the  work  in  the 
new  Brandon  and  Town  and 
Country  churches  was  presented 
by  Gene  McConahay,  who  is 
serving  in  a  "tentmaking"  min- 
istry with  the  Town  and  Coun- 
try Church.  He  noted  that  both 
of  these  churches  are  averaging 
around  20  in  Sunday  morning 
attendance. 

In  reviewing  the  work  which 
has  been  done,  Mr.  McConahay 
said  that  the  Bennetts,  the 
RuLons,  and  the  McConahays 
have  knocked  on  approximately 
7000  doors  as  they  seek  to  reach 
people  for  Christ.  These  three 
families  are  continually  making 
contacts  and  trying  new  ap- 
proaches as  they  seek  to  build 
two  new,  strong  churches  in 
Florida. 

The  Laymen's  Goals  Awards 
were  also  presented  during  the 
Laymen's  program.  The  Ard- 
more  Brethren  Church  Lay- 
men's organization  received  this 
year's  first  place  award,  and  the 
second  place  award  went  to  the 
Laymen's  group  of  the  Nap- 
panee   Brethren   Church. 


gregation  of  the  achievements 
of  the  national  Director  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  Dr.  Fred  Burkey. 
Dr.  Burkey,  after  spending 
eleven  years  developing  the 
existing  summer  crusader  pro- 
gram and  building  the  intern 
program,  has  resigned  to  take 
a  position  as  Director  of  Relig- 
ious Affairs  at  Ashland  College. 

Before  singing,  the  young  cru- 
saders, selected  and  trained  by 
Dr.  Burkey  and  his  staff,  hon- 
ored their  resigning  director 
with  a  plaque  and  a  special  slide- 
picture  presentation.  And  when 
Rev.  Brian  Moore,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, asked  the  gathered  denom- 
inational representatives,  "What 
do  you  think  of  this  man?"  the 
entire  congregation  stood  with 
the  young  people  and  applauded 
for  several  minutes. 

The  personal  tribute  given 
Fred  Burkey  by  President  Moore 
included  this  statement:  "He 
believed  in  me  when  I  lacked 
belief  in  myself,  and  this 
changed  my  life."  Dr.  Burkey's 
ability  to  instill  confidence  was 
also  evident  when  several  young 
crusaders  and  interns  described 
their  summer  training  experi- 
ences. Many  of  them  have  dis- 
covered purpose  and  direction 
under    Burkey's    leadership. 

The  resigning  director  also 
proved  his  love  for  his  flock  of 
crusaders  and  interns  by  intro- 
ducing them  by  name  and  com- 
menting  on  each   one. 

Another  highlight  of  the1 
Thursday  evening  program  was 
the  announcement  of  the  win- 
ners of  the  1978  Educator  of  the 
Year  awards.  Rosalie  Miller  of 
the  Goshen,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  was  awarded  the  plaque 
for  Educator  of  the  Year  in 
Administration.  The  Educator  of 
the  Year  in  Instruction  award 
went  to  Karen  Weidenhamer  of 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church. 

—Jean  Lersch 
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Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Weidenhamer   honored 
as  Educators  of  the  Year 


At  the  Thursday  evening 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
Service,  Rev.  Brian  Moore  pre- 
sented the  awards  for  Educator 
of  the  Year,  1978.  Two  ladies 
were  honored  this  year,  one  in 
the  area  of  administration  and 
one  in  instruction. 

Mrs.  Rosalie  Miller,  from  the 
Goshen  First  Brethren  Church, 
was  awarded  the  plaque  for 
Educator  of  the  Year  in  Admin- 
istration. She  has  served  as  a 
Sunday  school  teacher,  a  de- 
partmental superintendent,  and 
a  youth  advisor,  and  is  presently 
the  local  BCE  chairman  and 
general  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent. In  these  roles  she  has 
shown  personal  concern  for  each 
of  her  teachers  and  has  provided 
them  much  motivation  and 
training. 

Goshen's  Associate  Minister, 
Dan  Gray,  says  of  Mrs.  Miller, 
"She  has  strong  leadership 
characteristics,  and  puts  them 
into  use  in  her  church  .  .  .  she 
is  very  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
the  teachers  and  the  people  in 
the  classes."  She  takes  her  re- 
sponsibilities seriously,  devoting 
much  time  and  thought  and 
planning  to  the  work.  The 
strength  of  the  Christian  educa- 
tion ministry  at  Goshen  is  much 
due  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Rosalie  Miller. 

Mrs.  Karen  Weidenhamer  re- 
ceived the  plaque  for  Educator 
of  the  Year  in  Instruction.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church, 
where  she  is  presently  a  teacher 
in,  and  the  superintendent  of, 
the  church  school's  primary 
department.  In  past  years  she 
has  also  been  VBS  director,  VBS 
teacher,  and  summer  camp 
instructor. 

Park  Street  BCE  member 
Alberta  Holsinger  notes  that 
Mrs.  Weidenhamer  and  her  staff 
"have  developed  a  unique  and 
effective     program     correlating 


This  year's  awards  for  Educator  of  the  Year  went  to  Mrs.  Rosalie 
Miller  for  Administration  (left  photo),  and  to  Mrs.  Karen  Weidenhamer 
for  Instruction. 


primary  church  school  and 
Sunday  evening  sessions.  She 
provides  interesting  pre-session 
activities,  bulletin  boards,  out- 
reach, and  fun  times,"  in  addi- 
tion to  stimulating  Bible  lessons. 
Church  School  Superintendent 
Ron  Waters  adds  that  "Karen 
offers  the  kind  of  creative  lead- 
ership  that   inspires   her   fellow 


staff  members  to  strive  for  ex- 
cellence. And  her  students  are 
anxious  to  come  back  each  week 
to  church  school." 

We  congratulate  Mrs.  Rosalie 
Miller  and  Mrs.  Karen  Weiden- 
hamer for  their  awards,  and  pray 
that  others  will  be  inspired  to 
strive  for  the  quality  of  ministry 
that  they  have  achieved. 


Rodney  Toews  addresses  teachers 
at  ABCT  luncheon 


Over  180  people  gathered  at 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
for  the  second  annual  Associa- 
tion of  Brethren  Church  Teach- 
ers luncheon  on  Thursday  of 
Conference  week.  A  delicious 
meal  and  good  fellowship  were 
enjoyed  around  the  tables,  ac- 
companied by  "dinner  music" 
from  the  1978  Mini-Musical 
Summer  Crusader  unit. 

Following  the  meal  a  short 
program  was  presented,  includ- 
ing more  Crusader  music  and  a 
report  of  the  year's  activities  of 
the  ABCT  by  Dr.  Fred  Burkey, 
Director  of  Christian  Education. 
The    highlight    of    the    program 


was  a  challenging  talk  by  Rev. 
Rodney  Toews,  Vice  President 
for  Ministries  from  Gospel  Light 
Publications.  Rev.  Toews  pre- 
sented sixteen  points  for  the 
making  or  breaking  of  the  Sun- 
day school,  a  valuable  message 
for  all  those  involved  in  the 
Christian  education  ministry. 

New  members  and  member- 
ship renewals  are  now  being 
accepted  for  the  ABCT,  an  asso- 
ciation designed  specifically  to 
aid  Sunday  school  teachers, 
superintendents,  pastors,  and 
youth  workers  across  the  denom- 
ination. 
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bye  convention 


BYC  Moderator  challenges  youth 
to  make  Christianity  alive 


The  1978  National  BYC  Con- 
vention convened  in  the  Ashland 
College  Little  Theater  during  the 
week  of  August  14-18,  1978.  Dave 
Kerner,  vice-moderator,  opened 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion on  Tuesday  morning,  with 
nearly  two  hundred  Brethren 
Youth    in    attendance. 

In  the  opening  session,  Mod- 
erator Jim  Miller  addressed  the 
Convention  with  a  challenge  to 
the  youth  to  make  their  Chris- 
tianity alive.  He  stressed  that 
their  faith  should  not  be  a 
"religion"  but  a  "relationship." 
He  also  challenged  the  Conven- 
tion delegates,  alternates,  and 
guests  to  make  their  local  youth 
program,  as  well  as  the  national 
program,  a  vital  and  growing 
part  of  their  lives.  He  challenged 
the  national  BYC  to  develop  a 
nuturing  program  which  would 
encourage  the  spiritual  growth 
of  each  member. 

Business  dealt  with  by  the 
Convention    included    the    adop- 


tion of  a  by-laws  amendment 
which  allows  the  Florida  con- 
gregations to  become  a  district 
within  the  National  BYC  Con- 
vention. The  Florida  District 
had  had  previous  standing  as  an 
associate  district.  The  Guide- 
lines Committee  was  also  com- 
missioned to  develop  a  specific 
program  of  nuturing  for  the 
local  BYC  groups.  This  com- 
mittee will  continue  to  meet  and 
discuss  the  possibilities  and  op- 
tions for  a  program  throughout 
the  coming  year. 

In  action  on  a  motion  tabled 
last  year,  the  Convention  defeat- 
ed a  proposal  to  change  the  age 
of  National  BYC  membership  to 
13  through  22.  Membership  will 
remain  for  ages  9  through  22. 
The  Convention  also  voted  to 
add  an  additional  category  in  the 
budget  which  would  pay  for 
travel  expenses  for  the  moder- 
ator. This  would  allow  him  to 
visit  various  district  functions 
without  personally  standing 
travel  costs. 


Special  speakers  who  ad- 
dressed the  convention  were 
Joan  McKinney,  Dale  RuLon, 
Keith  and  Marjorie  Bennett,  and 
Fred  Burkey.  Joan  discussed  the 
need  for  Brethren  students  at 
Ashland  College  and  gave  a 
brief  description  of  the  college 
and  its  curriculum  possibilities. 
Dale  RuLon  and  the  Bennetts 
addressed  the  convention  to  ex- 
press their  appreciation  for 
BYC's  support  of  Operation  Im- 
pact throughout  the  past  year. 
They  shared  some  of  their  per- 
sonal experiences  and  feelings 
as  God  uses  them  to  plant  two 
new  churches  in  Florida. 

Fred  Burkey  addressed  the 
final  session  of  the  convention. 
He  expressed  his  appreciation 
for  the  Brethren  Youth  and  for 
their  dedication  to  the  church 
and  their  service  to  Christ.  He 
also  encouraged  them  to  con- 
tinue to  be  a  strong  force  in  the 
movement  of  the  Brethren  in 
the  years  ahead. 


Youth  speaker  Juan   Carlos   Miranda 
calls   youth  to  greater   commitment 


The  theme  for  the  1978  Na- 
tional BYC  Convention  was  "By 
My  Side."  This  theme  tied  in 
with  the  General  Conference 
theme  of  "My  Brother's  Keep- 
er." The  nearly  two  hundred 
youth  in  attendance  at  the 
Convention  were  challenged  to 
explore  their  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ,  their  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  the 
world  around  them,  and  to  ex- 
amine their  commitment  to  each 
of  these. 

Speaker  for  the  Convention 
was  Juan  Carlos  Miranda. 
Miranda,    a    former    missionary 


in  Argentina,  is  currently  serv- 
ing with  the  Fuller  Evangelistic 
Association  as  Director  of  His- 
panic Ministries.  He  shared  with 
the  Convention  each  afternoon. 
His  messages  included  illustra- 
tions of  biblical  characters  and 
how  they  dealt  with  their  com- 
mitment   to    their   Lord. 

In  addition  to  his  afternoon 
messages,  Rev.  Miranda  and  his 
wife  Maria  gave  special  slide 
presentations  of  their  past  mis- 
sion work,  and  they  also  shared 
a  plan  for  the  new  mission  work 
beginning  in  Mexico.  These  spe- 
cial   services    were    held    in   the 


evenings  and  were  open  to  the 
General  Conference.  Those  in 
attendance  were  also  able  to 
learn  several  new  songs  in 
Spanish. 

Youth  at  the  Convention  were 
again  challenged  to  commitment 
at  the  special  youth  communion, 
which  closed  the  1978  Conven- 
tion. There  were  170  in  attend- 
ance for  the  communion  service. 
Many  of  these  expressed  a 
desire  for  a  stronger  tie  with 
their  Lord  and  for  greater  ser- 
vice to  Him.  Fred  Burkey  and 
Mark  Baker  were  the  leaders  for 
the  communion  service. 
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BYC  surpasses  project  goal 


The  National  Brethren  Youth 
Crusaders  once  again  surpassed 
their  goal  for  their  national 
budget  and  project.  Their  goal 
of  $11,100.00  was  exceeded  with 
the  initial  ingathering  held  on 
Wednesday  of  Convention  week. 
The  initial  amount  gathered  was 
$11,294.02.  A  total  of  close  to 
$11,700.00  is  expected  by  the 
deadline  of  October  31,  1978. 

This  money  will  be  used  in 
two  ways.  Five  thousand  dollars 
of  it  will  go  toward  the  two  BYC 
projects — Operation  Impact  in 
Florida  and  support  of  the 
Summer  Crusader  program.  The 
money  will  be  split  evenly  be- 
tween the  two  projects. 

The  remainder  of  the  amount 


received  will  go  toward  the  BYC 
budget.  This  money  will  be  used 
to  cover  administrative  expens- 
es, travel  aid  for  BYC  Council 
meetings,  delegate  travel  aid  to 
the  BYC  Convention,  partial 
subsidy  for  the  Morning  Star, 
and  support  of  special  programs. 
Certificates  of  merit  were 
awarded  to  the  "Top  Ten 
Churches"  in  giving.  This  year 
eleven  churches  qualified  for  an 
award,  due  to  a  tie  in  amounts 
given.  The  top  church  was  St. 
James,  Md.,  which  gave  $1,100. 
Tied  for  second  place,  each  giv- 
ing $1,000,  were  Park  Street, 
Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Maurertown, 
Va.  The  remaining  top  churches 
were  Warsaw,  Ind. ;  Jefferson, 
Ind.;   County  Line,  Ind.;  Bryan, 


Ohio;  Sarasota,  Fla. ;  Milledge- 
ville,  111.;  Lanark,  111.;  and  Val- 
ley, Pa.  The  top  district  in  giving 
was  Northern  Indiana,  which 
gave  $3806.79. 

The  new  project  and  budget 
for  1978-79  was  set  at  $13,300,  an 
increase  of  $2,200  over  this 
year's  goal.  Of  this  amount, 
$6,000  will  go  toward  the  proj- 
ects, and  the  remainder  toward 
the  budget.  Half  of  the  project 
money  will  go  toward  the  Sum- 
mer Crusader  program.  Due  to 
unforeseen  circumstances,  the 
National  BYC  Council  has  re- 
designated the  remaining  $3,000 
of  the  project  from  the  pre- 
ferred choice  of  the  Convention. 
This  $3,000  will  go  to  the  new 
mission  outreach  in  Mexico. 


BYC   Convention  features 
Anything   Goes   competition 


A  special  feature  of  the  1978 
BYC  Convention  was  the  first 
National  BYC  Anything  Goes 
competition.  Thirty  churches 
participated  in  the  games.  These 
churches  were  divided  into  six- 
teen teams  which  met  in  com- 
petition each  afternoon  of  the 
Convention  at  the  Ashland  Col- 
lege  intramural   field. 

Tuesday  afternoon  saw  the 
kickoff  of  the  event  with  the 
opening  parade.  The  parade  was 
led  by  torch-bearer  Tim  Rowsey, 
followed  by  Grand  Marshall 
Fred  Burkey  and  the  Anything 
Goes  staff  members.  The  Any- 
thing Goes  Band,  directed  by 
Mr.  Jeff  Lentz,  marched  in  front 
of  the  participating  teams.  The 
procession  started  at  the  Kates 
Gymnasium  parking  lot,  pro- 
ceeded across  the  Claremont 
Avenue  bridge,  through  the 
General  Conference  business 
session,  and  on  to  the  playing 
field. 

The  opening  event  of  the  com- 
petition was  the  "Oatmeal 
Shuffle."    This    event    was    won 


by  the  team  from  Goshen  and 
Nappanee,  Indiana.  Caterpillar 
races  completed  the  competition 
for  the  first  day.  Other  events 
which  followed  throughout  the 
week  were  "Aquaball,"  "Alpine 
Adventure,"  "Greased  Water 
Balloon  Relay,"  "Big  Bill's 
Breeches,"  "Tri  -  Tire  -  Tip  -  Toe," 
and    "Fix-A-Mangled-Egg." 

The  final  competition  was  held 
on*  Friday,  concluding  with  the 
award  ceremony.  The  winning 
team  was  the  "Florida"  team, 
composed  of  youth  from  the 
Sarasota  and  Bradenton  church- 
es. Second  place  went  to  Wash- 
by,  a  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
Derby,  Kansas,  team ;  and  third 
place  was  captured  by  Maurer- 
town, Virginia.  Trophies  and 
ribbons  were  awarded  to  the 
winners. 

The  National  BYC  Anything 
Goes  was  coordinated  by  a  com- 
mittee chaired  by  Donna  Shank, 
with  assistance  from  Deanne 
Lynch,  Deb  Munson,  Tom  Kep- 
linger,  Linda  Waters,  Jim  Alli- 
son,  and  Mark  Baker. 


"Fixing- A -Mangled-Egg"  < with 
a  new-born  chick  inside!)  was  just 
one  of  many  events  in  the  BYC 
Anything    Goes   competition. 
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Dr.  Fred  Burkey  accepts  new  position, 
resigns  as  Director  of  Christian  Ed. 


Dr.  Frederick  Burkey  has  re- 
signed his  position  as  Director 
of  Christian  Education  for  the 
Brethren  Church  to  become 
Director  of  Religious  Affairs  and 
Campus  Ministry  at  Ashland 
College.  This  change  in  position 
was  announced  at  General  Con- 
ference. 

Dr.  Burkey  assumed  his  posi- 
tion   with    Ashland    College    on 


BCE  President  Brian  Moore 
(right)  paid  tribute  to  Dr.  Burkey 
for  his  many  accomplishments  as 
Director  of  Ch.  Ed. 


September  1,  1978.  In  his  new 
post,  he  will  be  responsible  for 
planning,  coordinating,  develop- 
ing, and  administering  a  com- 
prehensive program  of  campus 
ministry  and  will  administer 
programs  with  regard  to  on-  and 
off -campus  church  relations  with 
special  attention  to  the  needs  of 
the  Brethren  Church. 

Dr.  Burkey  served  as  Director 
of  Christian  Education  for  11 V2 
years.  He  was  given  special 
recognition  for  his  years  of  ser- 
vice and  his  accomplishments 
during  those  years  at  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education  (BCE) 
Inspirational  Service  on  Thurs- 
day evening  of  Conference. 

Rev.  Brian  Moore,  president 
of  the  BCE,  paid  a  personal 
tribute  to  Dr.  Burkey  and  noted 
Burkey's  many  accomplishments 
as  BCE  director.  Rev.  Moore 
stated,  "Under  his  (Dr.  Bur- 
key's)  outstanding  leadership, 
the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion has  grown  from  an  infant 
born   of  General   Conference  to 


Dave   Kerner  new   BYC   Moderator; 
other   officers   elected 


The  National  BYC  Convention 
elected  new  officers  for  the 
1978-79  year.  The  new  moderator 
is  Dave  Kerner  of  the  Roann, 
Indiana,  Brethren  Church.  Dave 
is  a  junior  at  Ashland  College, 
where  he  majors  in  religion. 

Elected  to  the  office  of  vice- 
moderator  was  Jon  Barber.  Jon 
served  last  year  as  the  National 
BYC  treasurer.  Jon  is  a  senior 
psychology  major  at  Ashland 
College. 

Betsy  Sayler,  from  the 
Linwood,  Maryland,  Brethren 
Church,    is    the    new    secretary. 


She  is  a  senior  at  Salisbury 
State  College  in  Maryland, 
where  she  is  a  liberal-arts 
major.  Susie  Rowsey,  the  new 
assistant  secretary,  is  a  senior 
at  Williamsport  High  School. 
She  is  from  the  St.  James,  Mary- 
land,  Brethren  Church. 

Tim  Rowsey,  from  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church,  will 
serve  as  treasurer.  He  will  be  a 
sophomore  at  Ashland  College 
as  a  pre-seminary  student.  The 
new  statistician  is  Chuck  Bow- 
ers. He  is  also  from  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church  and  will 
enter  Ashland  College  this  fall. 


a  maturing  adolescent."  Rev. 
Moore  also  presented  a  gift  cer- 
tificate to  Burkey  on  behalf  of 
the  BCE. 

The  National  Brethren  Youth 
Crusaders,  Summer  Crusaders, 
and  Interns  gave  Dr.  Burkey  a 
plaque  inscribed  with  these 
words:  "In  appreciation  to  Dr. 
Frederick  T.  Burkey.  Thank  you 
for  giving  us  your  hope,  your 
vision,  and  your  self."  Dr. 
Burkey  has  worked  with  the 
national  youth  program  since 
1967  and  was  instrumental  in 
its  reorganization,  including  the 
development  of  the  National 
BYC  Council  and  a  new  constitu- 
tion for  the  national  organiza- 
tion. He  also  directed  the  Sum- 
mer Crusaders  and  Internship 
program,  which  was  started  in 
1970. 

At  Conference,  Rev.  Moore 
announced  the  following  ar- 
rangements for  the  continuation 
of  the  work  of  the  BCE.  Dr. 
Burkey  has  been  employed  as 
interim  director  on  a  part-time 
basis  for  a  maximum  of  one 
year.  He  will  be  utilized  as  need- 
ed to  assist  the  office  staff  with 
their  revised  responsibilities. 

Mrs.  Norma  Waters,  the  for- 
mer office  secretary,  has  been 
promoted  to  office  manager,  also 
for  a  maximum  period  of  one 
year.  Mr.  Mark  Baker  will  con- 
tinue as  assistant  to  the  director, 
with  his  responsibilities  basically 
unchanged.  A  secretary-typist 
also  has  been  employed. 

According  to  Rev.  Moore,  this 
interim  arrangement  will  allow 
the  BCE  to  evaluate  where  it 
has  been  and  how  it  has  been 
doing.  It  will  also  allow  the 
Board  an  opportunity  to  develop 
its  strategy  for  the  future.  Dur- 
ing this  interim  period,  the  BCE 
will  continue  to  carry  on  the 
fine  programs  that  have  been 
developed  during  the  past  sev- 
eral years. 
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WM.S.  conference  considers  theme, 
''Fostering  Our  Father's   Family" 


The  W.M.S.  Conference,  using 
"Fostering  our  Father's  Family" 
as  its  theme,  featured  chal- 
lenge, inspiration,  faith,  and 
enthusiasm. 

President  Pauline  Benshoff 
used  Psalm  34:3,  "O  magnify 
the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us 
exalt  his  name  together,"  as  the 
text  for  her  challenge  to  the 
women  to  exalt  the  name  of 
the  Lord  with  prayer  and  praise. 

Devotions  were  led  by  three 
ladies  who  are  past  or  present 
missionaries.  Nancy  Hostetler 
from  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky, 
spoke  of  sowing  seeds  of  love, 
discipline,  and  commitment  and 
asked  if  we  are  doing  all  we  can 
to  nurture  them  to  full  bloom. 
She  challenged  us  to,  as  Christ 
did,  "come  to  care." 

Mrs.  Keith  Bennett  from 
Florida,  using  James  1:22  as  her 


text,  stated  that  if  Christians 
ministered  only  to  Christians, 
the  Christian  world  would  soon 
be  gone.  If  you  claim  Christian- 
ity, you  are  your  brother's 
keeper. 

Kitty  Winfield,  formerly  in 
Nigeria,  spoke  of  the  value  of 
salt  and  light  to  Nigerian 
women,  and  how  essential  it  is 
to  our  Christian  walk  to  always 
be   salty   and   bright. 

The  women  were  also  priv- 
ileged to  hear  remarks  from 
missionaries  Jenny  Loi  and 
Maria  Miranda.  Jenny  told  of 
some  of  her  childhood  back- 
ground and  training.  She  also 
told  of  her  present  work  as  a 
nurse  and  of  their  mission  work 
among  children  of  Malaysia. 

Maria  spoke  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  work  with  Spanish- 
speaking     people     of     Southern 


California  and  said  it  was  only 
possible  because  of  the  help  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

A  revised  list  of  challenging, 
forward-looking  goals  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  approximately  160 
Conference  delegates.  All  the 
current  officers  were  re-elected. 

When  presented  with  the 
choice  of  adopting  a  deficit 
budget  or  of  cutting  some  of 
their  benevolences,  the  ladies 
responded  by  suggesting  a 
"Praise  the  Lord  offering"  be 
taken  to  offset  some  of  the 
shortage.  This  offering  came  to 
$455.55.  The  women  also  sug- 
gested acting  on  faith  that  the 
rest  would  be  made  up  by  in- 
creased offerings  during  the 
year.  This  year's  Thank  Offer- 
ing amounted  to  $6,792. 

The  project  ingathering  for 
(continued  on  page  22) 


Sisterhood   hears   speaker,   panel, 
sees   new   program   materials 


The  National  Sisterhood  Con- 
ference sessions  opened  on 
Tuesday  of  Conference  week 
with  group-singing  led  by  "The 
Five"  Crusaders  who  served  this 
summer  in  Florida.  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hostetler  from  Lost  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky, then  gave  an  inspiring 
talk  about  the  Lord's  leading 
in  her  life  and  in  the  work  at 
Lost  Creek. 

Wednesday's  session  was  re- 
served for  business.  Dr.  Fred 
Burkey  reported  on  some  new 
program  plans  and  helps  de- 
veloped for  Sisterhood  by  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 
Mrs.  Norma  Waters  displayed 
the  new  materials,  and  Mrs. 
Elma  Delagrange  reported  on 
training  sessions  available  for 
a  patroness. 


Thursday's  session  opened 
with  special  music  brought  by 
the  Loree  Sisterhood.  A  panel 
discussion  was  presented  on 
Family  Relationships.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Herbert  Gilmer,  with  their 
daughter  Beth  Barber,  shared 
some  of  the  changes  their  fam- 
ily felt  when  Beth  got  married. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Grumbling, 
with  their  daughter  Becky, 
shared  their  family  experiences 
as  Becky  left  home  for  college. 

Friday  was  a  day  for  sharing. 
The  girls  were  thrilled  to  have 
Mrs.  Jenny  Loi  speak  to  them 
about  the  mission  work  in 
Malaysia  and  some  of  her  re- 
sponsibilities   there. 

The  ingathering  was  reported 
to  have  brought  in  $312.52  for 
the  Sisterhood  project — the  rent- 


a-car  fund  for  missionaries 
home  on  furlough.  The  girls 
decided  to  also  give  any  monies 
left  in  their  treasury  to  this 
project   as  well. 

It  was  announced  that  Gwen 
Holsinger  from  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  senior  Sisterhood 
had  been  awarded  the  $200.00 
Sisterhood  scholarship  toward 
her  freshman  year  at  Ashland 
College  this  fall. 

Rather  than  elect  national 
officers,  the  Sisterhood  girls 
agreed  to  have  this  year's  offi- 
cers select  a  program  committee 
to  plan  special  sessions  for  next 
year's  Conference.  The  idea  is  to 
encourage  the  fellowship  and 
nurturing  of  all  girls,  not  just 
Sisterhood  members. 

— Becky  Grumbling 
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Laymen  set  $7,000  project  goal 


The  National  Laymen's  Organ- 
ization set  $7,000  as  its  project 
goal  for  1979.  Of  this  amount 
$6,000  will  go  for  support  of  the 
Campus  Ministry  at  Ashland 
College,  $500  for  a  seminary 
scholarship,  and  $500  for  equip- 
ping and/or  transporting  the 
new  evangelistic  van  which  is  to 
be  used  in  Colombia,  South 
America. 

This  project  goal  was  set  by 
the  Laymen  during  their  meet- 
ings at   General   Conference. 

Laymen's  treasurer  Jack 
Stombaugh  reported  that  the 
Laymen  received  $6682.04  for 
their  1978  project,  thus  surpas- 
sing their  goal  of  $6,500.  The 
1978  project  was  the  Ashland 
College  Campus  Ministry. 

In  light  of  their  continuing 
support  of  the  Campus  Ministry 
program,  the  Laymen  asked  the 
General  Conference  to  add  the 
National  Laymen's  president  or 
his  representative  to  the  Campus 
Ministry  Advisory  Council.  This 
request  was  approved  by  the 
Conference. 


W.M.S.  conference 

(continued  from  page  2  I  ) 

Operation  Impact  was  conducted 
during  a  luncheon,  "Cultivating 
Florida  Fellowships,"  which  con- 
cluded the  Conference.  At  this 
luncheon  remarks  were  heard 
from  the  ladies  who  are  working 
at  the  Operation  Impact  church- 
es and  from  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer, 
Director  of  Home  Missions.  The 
project  offering  amounted  to 
$9,900. 

I  am  sure  the  ladies  who 
attended  this  Conference  re- 
turned home  inspired,  refreshed, 
and  filled  with  a  renewed  sense 
of  love  and  purpose. 

— Mrs.  N.  E.  Grumbling,  Jr. 


The  National  Laymen  also 
elected  officers  during  their 
business  meetings.  Officers 
chosen  for  the  1978-79  year  are 
first  vice  president  —  Richard 
Morris;  secretary  —  Floyd  Ben- 
shoff;  assistant  secretary — Sam 
Anderson;  treasurer  —  Jack 
Stombaugh;  assistant  treasurer 
—Owen  Nye.  George  Schuster, 
who  was  elected  last  year  for  a 
two-year  term,  continues  as 
president  of  the  Laymen's 
Organization. 

Elected  for  three-year  terms  as 
trustees  were  Perry  Deeter  for 
the  Ohio  District,  Brad  Harnden 
for  the  California  District,  and 
Paul  Yoder  for  the  Florida 
District. 

Speakers  for  the  Laymen  dur- 
ing the  week  were  Dr.  Fred 
Burkey,  Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Miran- 
da,  and   Dr.   Arthur  Schultz. 

Dr.  Burkey,  the  new  Director 
of  Religious  Affairs  at  Ashland 
College,  shared  his  concern  and 
vision  for  an  ongoing  Campus 
Ministry.  He  said  that  one  of 
his  goals  is  to  seek  support  for 
the  Campus  Ministry  from  the 
Brethren  Church — and  in  this 
case  the  laymen.  His  desire  is 
for  prayer  support,  people  to 
train,  and  financial  support  for 
the  Campus  Ministry. 


Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda  told 
of  the  developing  Hispanic  Min- 
istry in  which  he  is  involved.  He 
also  used  the  Parable  of  the 
Talents  in  Matthew  25  to  make 
two  points  about  laymen.  First, 
Brethren  ought  to  involve  more 
lay  people  in  missions,  both 
domestic  and  foreign.  Second, 
we  must  encourage  laymen  to 
use  the  talents  they  have  rather 
than  letting  them  wait  on  great- 
er talents  from  God. 

Ashland  College  President 
Arthur  Schultz,  in  his  address 
to  the  laymen,  spoke  of  the 
college-church  relationship.  He 
said  that  a  church  that  is  related 
to  a  college  should  care  for  the 
students,  faculty,  and  adminis- 
tration of  that  college  by  pray- 
ing for  them  and  providing  them 
moral  support;  it  should  send 
students  for  the  college  to  train; 
and  it  should  share  financially  to 
meet  the  college's  needs.  Dr. 
Schultz  emphasized  the  need  for 
a  growing  relationship  between 
Ashland  College  and  the  Breth- 
ren Church  and  asked  the  Lay- 
men to  help  make  Ashland  Col- 
lege a  distinctive  college  in  its 
second  century. 

A  total  of  74  delegates  were 
registered  for  the  Laymen's 
sessions. 


JAMES  2 
.   14-16 


°f  The  Brethren  Church 


The  Conference  banner  on  the  front  wall  of  the  Convocation  Center 
kept  the  Conference  theme  before  the  delegates.  The  16- foot  by  4x/t-foot 
banner  was  painted  by  Mr.  Howard  Mack,  a  member  of  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church. 
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Brethren  ministers  hear  speakers; 
conduct  business 


Rev.  David  Loi,  Rev.  John 
Guli,  Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda, 
and  Dr.  Fred  Burkey  were  guest 
speakers  during  the  four  meet- 
ings of  the  National  Ministerial 
Association  at  the  1978  Con- 
ference. 

Rev.  David  Loi  told  of  his 
work  as  a  missionary  in  Malay- 
sia, using  a  slide  presentation 
to  show  the  many  programs  he, 
his  wife,  and  his  coworkers  are 
conducting  as  they  seek  to  lead 
Chinese  people  to  a  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Rev.  Loi  said 
that  one  of  the  factors  that 
motivated  him  to  mission  service 
was  that  "so  many  Chinese 
people  have  not  heard  the  gos- 
pel." The  island  of  Penang, 
where  he  and  his  wife  Jenny  are 
serving,  has  a  population  of  half 
a  million  people,  70%  of  whom 
are  Chinese.  Less  than  four  per- 
cent of  these  are  Christians. 

Nigerian  churchman  Rev. 
John  Guli  reported  on  the 
progress  of  the  church  in  the 
Higi  tribe  of  northeastern  Ni- 
geria. He  stated  that  since  1974 
more  than  900  new  members 
have  been  baptized  each  year. 
During  the  past  year  1,682  were 
baptized,  and  2,000  more  are  pre- 
paring for  church  membership. 
Rev.  Guli,  as  secretary  of  the 
Eastern  Gunduma  (area)  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Nigeria,  supervises  the  work  of 
80  church  workers  and  eight 
pastors  working  in  the  Higi 
tribe. 

Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda, 
Director  of  Hispanic  Ministries 
of  the  Department  of  Church 
Growth  of  the  Fuller  Evangel- 
istic Association,  chose  not  to 
speak  of  his  own  work,  but  as  a 
concerned  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church.  Noting  that  in  spite 
of  897  conversions  in  1977  the 
Brethren  Church  still  had  a  net 
loss  of  members,  Rev.  Miranda 


said  that  the  Brethren  Church 
has  good  obstetricians  but  poor 
pediatricians.  We  are  able  to  lead 
people  to  Christ — to  a  new  birth 
— but  we  fail  to  bring  them  into 
the  church  and  make  them  into 
real  disciples.  Rev.  Miranda  said 
that  we  need  to  develop  our 
ability  to  retain  the  fruits  of  our 
evangelism. 

Dr.  Fred  Burkey,  recently 
named  Director  of  Religious 
Affairs  for  Ashland  College,  out- 
lined his  goals  in  this  position 
for  the  ministers.  He  said  that 
his  goals  are  (1)  to  build  a 
healthy  relationship  between 
Ashland  College  and  the  Breth- 
ren Church;  (2)  to  find  person- 
nel to  work  with  him  in  bring- 
ing an  evangelical  witness  to 
the  faculty  and  students  of  Ash- 


land College;  and  (3)  to  secure 
the  support  of  the  Brethren 
ministers  for  the  campus  min- 
istry. 

Other  activities  during  the 
ministerial  sessions  included 
elections,  reception  of  new  mem- 
bers, and  other  business.  This 
year's  officers — Rev.  Gene  Hol- 
linger,  president;  Rev.  Gerald 
Barr,  secretary -treasurer;  and 
Rev.  Ralph  Gibson,  assistant 
secretary-treasurer  —  were  re- 
elected for  another  term  of 
service. 

During  the  Thursday  session, 
a  memorial  was  read  for  Elder 
Frank  W.  Garber,  who  passed 
away  during  the  past  year.  Eld- 
er Garber  served  for  nearly  30 
years  as  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming,  Brethren  Church. 


Displays  were  a  part  of  this  year's  Conference,  with  both  national 
boards  and  local  churches  exhibiting  their  work.  Here  Rev.  Bill  Curtis 
puts  the  finishing  touches  on  the  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel  display. 
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Conference  offers  variety  of  workshops 


A  variety  of  workshops  were 
conducted  at  this  year's  General 
Conference.  Workshops  were 
scheduled  for  4:00  p.m.  daily 
Wednesday  through  Friday,  but 
were  only  held  Thursday  and 
Friday  due  to  the  extension  of 
the  business  session  on  Wednes- 
day that  forced  the  cancelation 
of   workshops   for  that   day. 

Dr.  Ron  Sider,  the  Conference 
inspirational  speaker,  led  two 
workshops  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Executive  Commit- 
tee. Sider  was  able  to  develop 
more  fully  some  of  the  matters 
he  had  raised  in  his  morning 
messages  on  social  justice  and 
concern  for  the  poor.  He  was 
also  able  to  answer  questions  on 
how  to  live  more  simply,  on  his 
own  lifestyle,  on  working  for 
justice,  etc. 

Joseph  Bayly,  author  of  View 
From  a  Hearse,  led  two  work- 
shops. In  the  first  of  these,  he 
dealt  with  death  and  dying— 
specifically  with  facing  death.  In 
his  second  workshop,  he  talked 
about  grief — how  to  handle  grief 
oneself  and  how  to  counsel 
someone  else  who  is  in  grief. 
Bayly  approached  this  subject 
from  both  the  layman's  view- 
point and  also  the  viewpoint  of 
the  pastor.  These  workshops 
were  sponsored  by  the  Brethren 
Publishing    Company. 

The  Missionary  Board  provid- 
ed four  workshops.  In  Thurs- 
day's workshop  on  "How  to 
Promote  Missions  in  the  Local 
Church,"  Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham 
encouraged  churches  to  be  inno- 
vative in  making  missions  real 
as  a  year-round  program  in  the 
local  church.  He  also  showed 
some  of  the  resources  available 
for  making  missions  a  part  of 
the  total  program  of  the  church, 


and  he  shared  bibliographies  of 
other  helps  available. 

On  Friday  Rev.  Ingraham  led 
a  workshop,  "Will  the  State 
Make  Your  Will?"  which  includ- 
ed a  slide  presentation  of  the 
same  title.  Ingraham  pointed  out 
that  making  a  will  is  the  respon- 
sibility of  every  Christian  and 
that  every  Christian  family 
ought  to  have  a  will  that  ex- 
presses their  Christian  faith 
and  establishes  their  highest 
priorities. 

Arden  E.  Gilmer,  Director  of 
Home  Missions  for  the  Mission- 
ary Board,  conducted  two  work 
shops  on  "Planning  for  Growth 
in  the  Local  Church."  These  two 
workshops  considered  how  the 
local  church  can  develop  a  com- 
prehensive plan  that  will  enable 
it  to  fulfill  its  stated  purpose 
and  to  reach  its  growth  goals  in 
the  following  areas:  (1)  develop- 
ing spiritually  vital  church  mem- 
bers; (2)  expanding  educa- 
tion ministries;  (3)  performing 
Christ's  work  in  the  community; 
(4)  sharing  Christ  with  un- 
believers; (5)  extending  the 
church's  witness  throughout  the 
world;  and  (6)  making  church 
life  more  productive  and  effi- 
cient through  improved  opera- 
tions. 

Three  workshops  were  spon- 
sored by  the  National  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  The  two 
presented  on  Thursday  dealt 
with  Family  Life  and  Disciple- 
ship.  The  Family  Life  session 
was  led  by  Rev.  James  Sluss, 
who  has  been  writing  a  column 
on  this  church  ministry  for  the 
ABCT  Newsletter.  His  presen- 
tation focused  on  the  specific 
area  of  parent-teen  relations  and 
included  a  film  on  this  topic. 

In  the  Discipleship  workshop, 


Joseph  Bayly  of  David  C.  Cook 
Pub.  Co.  led  two  workshops,  one 
on  death  and  dying  and  the  other 
on  how  to  handle  .K'rief. 

led  by  Rev.  Brian  Moore,  the 
participants  were  first  given  a 
biblical  perspective  on  the  mean- 
ing of  discipleship.  This  was 
followed  by  a  discussion  of  the 
need  for  discipleship  in  the 
Brethren  Church  based  on  statis- 
tics from  the  past  ten  years. 

On  Friday,  Mrs.  Elma  Dela- 
grange  led  a  session  on  girls' 
ministry,  introducing  the  new 
program  materials  available  for 
the  local  Sisterhood  work.  Mrs. 
Delagrange  will  be  serving  as 
the  national  patroness  and  re- 
source leader  for  Sisterhood  this 
year,  and  she  offered  her  assis- 
tance to  anyone  interested  in 
beginning  a  Sisterhood  ministry. 

Mrs.  Charles  Munson  led  two 
workshops  for  the  W.M.S.  en- 
titled "SEW-What?"  In  these 
workshops  ideas  were  shared 
about  things  that  can  be  sewed 
for  World  Relief  and  for  Breth- 
ren nursing  homes. 
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Delegates  evaluate  Conference 


In  the  month  since  Confer- 
ence closed,  we've  spent  a  lot  of 
time  reading  the  evaluation 
sheets  completed  by  delegates 
and  guests  at  Conference.  This 
report  does  not  intend  to  draw 
any  conclusions — rather  to  give 
the  denomination  a  "feeling"  of 
the  type  of  comments  received. 

Considerable  favorable  com- 
ment was  received  on  the  busi- 
ness sessions  of  the  Conference. 
Beginning  with  Moderator  Jim 
Black's  address  on  Tuesday 
morning,  through  the  final  busi- 
ness session,  a  number  of  people 
commented  on  the  spirit  that 
pervaded  these  sessions.  There 
were  also  several  favorable  com- 
ments on  the  job  done  by  Rev. 
Duane  Dickson  as  he  chaired 
the  debate  on  the  baptism  issue. 

On  the  negative  side,  a  con- 
cern was  expressed  for  closer 
control  on  the  time  spent  in  de- 
bate. Suggested  possible  solu- 
tions were  to  reduce  the  time  an 
individual  could  speak  and  to 
present  major  items  of  business 
in  written  form  prior  to  their 
consideration  on  the  floor  of 
Conference. 

The  primary  Conference 
speaker  was  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy. Dr.  Ron  Sider  was  not 
well  received  by  some  persons 
who  completed  the  evaluation 
sheets.  Considering  all  the  eval- 
uation sheets,  however,  Sider 
received  favorable  reviews  by 
almost    two    to    one.    If    he    had 


been  liked  and  enjoyed  by  all,  it 
is  doubtful  that  he  would  have 
been  as  effective. 

People  who  are  involved  in 
planning  the  auxiliary  sessions 
expressed  an  overwhelming  need 
for  more  time  in  those  sessions. 
The  laymen,  in  particular,  who 
had  a  short  walk  to  their  meet- 
ing room,  need  more  time  for 
their  business. 

There  were  a  lot  of  comments 
about  the  Friday  afternoon 
schedule  which  required  the 
W.M.S.  delegates  to  leave  during 
the  final  moments  of  the  morn- 
ing business  session.  It  was  al- 
most universally  felt  that  this 
type  of  interruption  should  be 
avoided  in  the  future. 

The  programs  conducted  each 
night  of  Conference  were  given 
favorable  comments  almost 
without  exception.  The  highlight 
of  the  week  seemed  to  be  the 
youth  musical,  with  all  other 
nights  receiving  overwhelming 
numbers  of  compliments.  An 
often  recurring  thought,  how- 
ever, was  that  the  nighttime 
programs  should  be  shortened 
and  that  perhaps,  in  some  cases, 
some  of  the  interests  could  be 
combined  in  order  to  facilitate 
this. 

Concerning  relocating  the 
Conference:  Continuing  to  hold 
Conference  in  Ashland  received 
a  few  more  "votes"  than  moving 
Conference.  Several  persons 
went  into  great  detail  stating 
why  or  why  not  Conference 
should  be  held  in  one  place  or 
another. 

Another  frequently  mentioned 
need  was  to  slow  down  the  pace 
of  Conference  week.  There  is  an 
expressed  desire  that  more  time 
be  allotted  for  visiting  and  fel- 
lowshiping  with  distant  Breth- 
ren while  we  are  all  in  the  same 
city. 


The  evaluation  sheets  that 
were  completed  and  handed  in 
are  being  kept  for  review  by  the 
General  Conference  Executive 
Committee.  It  is  their  desire  to 
incorporate,  where  feasible, 
those  changes  that  were  sug- 
gested by  large  numbers  of  dele- 
gates and  to  amend  the  Confer- 
ence schedule  to  facilitate  the 
needs  of  the  General  Conference 
and   the   auxiliaries. 

While  it  will  be  impossible  to 
satisfy  every  expressed  desire 
or  to  correct  each  indicated 
shortcoming,  the  evaluation 
sheets  have  helped  Conference 
planners  become  aware  of  some 
areas  that  have  not  been  given 
much  attention  in  the  past.  The 
Moderator  of  the  1979  Confer- 
ence is  challenged  to  use  the 
input  from  these  evaluations  in 
planning  that  gathering  to  make 
it  as  productive  and  meaningful 
as  possible. 

— Charles  G.  Beekley,  Sec. 
1978  Conf.  Ex.  Com. 
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Birthday  party  for  the  Brethren  Evangelist 
features  visit  by  Henry  Holsinger, 

message  by  Joseph  Bayly 


More  than  450  Conference- 
goers  joined  in  the  celebration  of 
the  100th  birthday  of  the  Breth- 
ren Evangelist  at  the  All-Confer- 
ence Banquet  on  Friday  evening 
of  General  Conference. 

Wearing  festive  "straw"  hats 
and  displaying  a  spirit  of  merri- 
ment, these  party-goers  gath- 
ered in  the  Ashland  College  Con- 
vocation Center  for  a  time  of 
good  food,  fine  fellowship,  and 
real  fun.  Excellent  music  was 
also  a  part  of  the  evening,  pre- 
sented by  "Harmony,"  a  Chris- 
tian musical  group  led  by  Mr. 
Jeff  Lentz. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
occasion  was  a  visit  by  none 
other  than  Henry  R.  Holsinger, 
founder  of  the  Brethren  Church 
and  first  editor  of  The  Progres- 
sive Christian — the  forerunner 
of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Bearing    an    uncanny    resem- 


Ron  Waters  (left)  and  Steve  Barber  hold  the  birthday  cake,  while  all 
present  at  the  party  join  in  singing  happy  100th  birthday  to  the  Breth- 
ren Evangelist.  Mark  Baker,  a  Brethren  seminary  student,  baked  the 
cake. 


Henry  R.  Holsinger  put  in  a 
surprise  appearance  at  the  birth- 
day party  honoring  the  magazine 
he   began    100  years  ago. 


blance  to  Charles  R.  Munson 
with  mustache  and  beard,  Hol- 
singer declared  that  he  was  a 
progressive.  He  stated  that  he 
was  not  opposed  to  new  ideas  in 
the  church — to  Sunday  schools, 
missions,  paid  ministers,  etc.  In 
short,  he  was  a  man  not  opposed 
to  change,  and,  as  if  to  demon- 
strate that  fact,  at  that  point  his 
mustache  fell  off. 

John  Rowsey,  Editor-in-Chief 
of  the  Evangelist,  was  the  MC 
for  the  party.  He  introduced  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company,  recognized  the  former 
editors  of  the  Evangelist  in 
attendance  (Rev.  W.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff,  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle, 
and  Mr.  George  Schuster),  and 
had  the  various  people  involved 
in  the  production  of  the  Evan- 
gelist stand. 


A  birthday  party  isn't  com- 
plete without  a  cake,  so  Evan- 
gelist Managing  Editor  Ron 
Waters  and  Stephen  Barber  held 
a  large,  decorated,  candlelite 
cake  before  the  assembled  crowd 
while  all  sang  "Happy  Birthday" 
to  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  cele- 
bration was  Mr.  Joseph  Bayly, 
Christian  author,  columnist,  and 
Vice  President  of  the  David  C. 
Cook  Publishing  Company. 

Bayly  began  his  message  by 
noting  some  of  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  publishing 
in  recent  years.  More  changes 
have  taken  place  in  publishing 
in  the  last  50  years,  he  said,  than 
in  the  previous  500  years  since 
Gutenburg  invented  movable 
type. 

He  went  on  to  say,  however, 
that  he  didn't  want  to  talk  about 
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things  that  change,  but  about 
"Things  That  Are  the  Same." 
In  this  world  of  change,  he  noted 
four  things  which  are  the  same 
— God,  people,  the  local  church, 
and  the  power  of  the  printed 
page. 

"God  is  the  same  yesterday, 
today,  and  forever,"  Bayly  said. 
The  God  of  Henry  Holsinger  is 
the  God  we  worship  today,  and 
He  can  carry  us  and  our 
problems. 

People,  also,  are  basically  the 
same,  according  to  Bayly.  He  did 
acknowledge,  however,  that  tele- 
vision is  changing  people's  think- 
ing. Mentioning  in  this  connec- 
tion that  807^  of  Christian 
books  are  sold  to  women,  Bayly 
said  that  one  of  the  great  needs 
of  our  day  is  to  get  men  away 
from  the  TV  and  into  reading. 

The  importance  of  the  local 
church  has  also  not  changed. 
God  still  works  through  pastors 
and  local  churches — particularly 
small  churches.  The  electronic 
church  is  no  substitute  for  the 
local  church.  God  continues  to 
build  Christians  in  small  church- 
es in  small  communities. 

The  power  of  the  printed  page 
has  also  not  changed.  Citing  the 
great  influence  of  Luther,  Marx, 
Bunyan,  Kierkegaard,  and  Hol- 
singer, Bayly  said  that  these 
men  made  an  impact  on  the 
world  because  they  didn't  just 
speak — they  wrote.  In  the  light 
of  this,  Bayly  said,  "I  encourage 
you  men  and  women  to  write. 
Write  for  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist. Write  about  the  most  im- 
portant things,  the  things  that 
come  out  of  the  Bible." 

Following  the  birthday  cele- 
bration, Conference  concluded 
with  an  impressive  and  reverent 
communion  service  led  by  Elder 
Kenneth  Sullivan. 


Reading   to   follow-up 
Conference 

Two  prominent  themes  at  General  Conference  in  August 
were  (1)  concern  for  the  hungry  and  needy  of  the  world, 
and  (2)  social  justice  for  all  people. 

These  themes  received  due  emphasis  both  in  the  mes- 
sages by  Dr.  Ron  Sider  and  also  in  the  business  meeting 
action  establishing  the  Social  Concerns  Committee  as  a 
Conference  standing  committee. 

Following  is  suggested  reading  for  those  interested  in 
increasing  their  understanding  of  the  underlying  causes 
of  hunger  and  injustice  and  for  those  interested  in  knowing 
what  concerned  Christians  can  do  to  offer  aid. 

Sojourners  Magazine  ($12  a  year),  1029  Vermont  Ave. 
NW„  Washington,  DC  20005. 

The  Other  Side  ($11.50  a  year),  Box  12236,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19144. 

These  two  monthly  magazines  evoke  both  "Ah,  yes!"  and 
"Ouch!"  from  evangelical  Christians.  They  encourage 
Christian  discipleship  and  prod  readers  to  evaluate  their 
personal  commitment  in  light  of  what  is  really  happening 
all  around  them. 

More-With-Less  Cookbook  by  Doris  Janzen  Longacre 
(Herald  Press,  $6.95). 

This  book  not  only  gives  ideas  for  low-cost,  nutritious 
meals,  it's  also  fun  to  read  and  makes  an  excellent  gift. 
Commissioned  by  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee  in 
response  to  world  food  needs,  this  cookbook  suggests  prac- 
tical responses  right  in  our  kitchens  to  our  call  to  Christian 
discipleship. 

Rich  Christians  in  an  Age  of  Hunger:  A  Biblical  Study 
by  Ronald  J.  Sider  (Intervarsity  Press,  $4.95). 

Dr.  Sider  helps  us  understand  through  a  biblical  perspec- 
tive that  God  is  on  the  side  of  the  poor.  But  the  author, 
our  1978  General  Conference  inspirational  speaker,  doesn't 
stop  there.  He  offers  many  ways  that  we  can  help  with  the 
solution  to  the  problem  of  world  hunger  and  oppression 
of  the  poor.  This  book  was  reviewed  in  greater  detail  in 
the  July  Brethren  Evangelist   (page  30). 

Bread  For  the  World  by  Arthur  Simon  (Paulist  Press 
and  Eerdmans  Publishing  Co.,  $2.50). 

Mr.  Simon  (Executive  Director  of  Bread  for  the  World) 
offers  facts,  explanations,  and  possibilities  for  helping 
alleviate  problems  causing  world  hunger.  All  royalties 
from  the  sale  of  the  book  go  to  the  Bread  for  the  World 
organization. 

Alternatives  Celebrations  Catalogues  ($5.00  for  Edition 
4),  1924  E.  Third  Street,  Bloomington,  Ind.  47401. 

This  organization  is  "working  for  simpler  lifestyles 
through  alternate  celebrations"  for  many  of  our  national 
holidays  and  one-family  observances.  Their  earlier  editions 
of  the  "catalogue"  are  less  expensive.  Write  for  a  free  list- 
ing of  the  many  valuable  resources  they  offer. 

— Phil  and  Jean  Lersch 
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A 
Music  Education  Program 

for  Children... 


That  Real 


Searching  for  a  children's  music  education  program  with 
a  thoroughly  Christian  perspective?  Look  ho  further!  Cook 
now  offers  an  all  new  graded  music  curriculum  for  your 
children  In  churches  or  Christian  schools  that  stresses  both 
sound  music  fundamentals  and  enduring  Christian  truths. 

Children  learn  appropriate  Biblical  concepts  right  along 
with  staff  reading,  rhythm,  imitative  singing,  and  music  in- 
terpretation. Here's  how:  Each  lesson  has  a  clear  Christian 
focus  integrated  naturally  with  the  latest  in  professionally 
developed  music  teaching  methods. 

No  longer  will  you  have  to  piece  together  your  own  pro- 
gram. This  modestly-priced  curriculum  contains  all  you'll 
need  for  effective  weekly  or  twice-weekly  sessions,  fall 
through  spring.  Each  piece  is  designed  to  the  highest  music 
education  standards  yet  can  be  used  by  teachers  without 
professional  music  education  training. 


Yes,  I'm  interested.  Please  send  me  more  information  on 
the  primary-level  (recommended  for  grades  1-3;  adapt- 
able up  to  grade  6)  music  education  curriculum,  MUSIC 
IS  FOR  CHILDREN. 


Name   _ 
Address 
City 


State/Prov. 


_ Zip/ Postal  Code 


Church  or  School  Name 

Address 

City State/Prov 

Position 


-Phone 


^Zip/Postal  Code  


,*??»•*,     Mall  to:  The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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TT  is  sometimes  said  that  to  be  a  Christian 

is  to  be  something  other  than  ourselves. 
Being  a  Christian  is  observing  a  set  of  rules 
put  forth  in  Scripture.  The  Bible  becomes 
almost  a  script,  as  for  a  play,  and  the  Chris- 
tian assumes  a  role,  a  character  to  act  out. 

Is  there  a  role  for  the  Christian?  No.  In 
fact,  the  whole  concept  of  role  playing  or 
acting  is  foreign  to  the  reality  of  being  a 
Christian. 

Unfortunately,  too  many  of  us  become 
caught  in  the  trap  of  trying  to  live  the 
"rules"  and  "obligations"  of  being  a  Chris- 
tian without  understanding  what  a  Chris- 
tian really  is.  We  try  to  live  the  role  of 
"Christian"  by  being  very  active  in  the 
church  and  by  attending  every  worship 
service.  We  become  active  to  become  "true" 
Christians. 

Does  this  sound  like  you?  How  many 
of  us  are  running  ourselves  ragged  trying 
to  be  "good"  Christians,  teaching  Sunday 
school,  or  being  on  committees  in  the 
church?  We  get  caught  up  in  the  idea  that 
we  must  constantly  be  working,  and  we  find 
ourselves  working  at  being  Christians. 

All  of  this  is  doing  it  the  hard  way.  Being 
a  Christian  is  quite  simple.  To  be  a  Christian 
you  must  be  in  Jesus  and  allow  Jesus  to  be 
in  you — living  in  you  and  expressing  Him- 
self through  you. 

Being  a  Christian  and  being  like  Christ 
are  not  the  same  thing.  Being  a  Christian 
is  being  in  Jesus,  not  like  Jesus.  No  matter 
how  hard  we  try,  we  cannot  be  like  Jesus. 
We  are  not  what  Jesus  was  and  is,  the  Son 
of  God,  fully  God,  fully  equal  to  the  Father, 
fully  man.  Jesus  was  God  and  man  in  one 
body.  We  are  capable  of  being  like  Jesus 
only  by  being  in  Jesus  and  allowing  Jesus 
to  express  Himself  through  us. 

Some  may  ask,  "How  can  we  be  in  Christ 
by  allowing  Christ  in  us?  Isn't  this  contra- 
dictory?" Though  it  might  appear  so,  it  is 
not.  An  illustration  can  help  us  to  under- 
stand this  concept.  When  we  join  an  organ- 
ization, we  are  in  that  organization.  But 
we  cannot  truly  understand  that  organiza- 
tion until  it  becomes  a  part  of  us.  We  and 
it  become  knit  together,  and  if  the  organ- 
ization were  to  collapse,  a  part  of  us  would 
collapse. 

Being  in  Christ  is  something  like  this, 
except  that  more  occurs  than  Christ  becom- 
ing a  part  of  our  lives.  Christ  is  our  lives. 
Paul  explains  this  in  many  ways.  In  Gala- 
tians  2:20  he  explains  it  this  way: 

/  have  been  crucified  with  Christ  and 
I  no  longer  live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me. 
The  life  I  live  in  the  body,  I  live  by  faith 
in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and 
gave   himself  for  me.   (NIV) 
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And  in  Ephesians  1:13-14  he  says: 

And  you  also  were  included  in  Christ 
when  you  heard  the  word  of  truth,  the 
gospel  of  your  salvation.  In  him,  when 
you  believed,  you  were  marked  with  a 
seal,  the  promised  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  a 
deposit  guaranteeing  our  inheritance  until 
the  redemption  of  those  who  are  God's 
possession — to  the  praise  of  his  glory. 
(NIV) 

All  we  need  to  do  is  believe  and  fully  ac- 
cept the  message  of  Christ.  By  allowing 
Him  to  be  in  us,  we  are  in  Him  and  we  are 
Christians. 

It  is  only  as  this  occurs,  that  we  are  in 
Christ,  that  we  become  our  true  selves.  We 
don't  assume  a  role  to  play.  It  is  only  as 
we  are  in  Christ  and  Christ  in  us  that  our 
characters  are  fulfilled  and  we  are  freed 
to  begin  to  work.  Then  we  are  no  longer 
attempting  to  be  God,  doing  it  on  our  own. 
Being  a  Christian  is  not  playing  a  role,  it  is 
accepting  Christ. 

But  what  about  the  church  and  the  work 
of  the  church?  you  may  ask.  Aren't  they 
important?  Of  course  they  are,  but  we  can- 
not be  Christians  by  working  in  a  church. 

As  we  look  at  these  matters,  we  must 
recognize  that  there  is  confusion  about 
what  the  church  is.  When  asked,  "What  is 
the  church?"  many  would  respond,  "The 
church  is  the  fellowship  of  all  believers." 
This  is  fine  as  far  as  it  goes  and  if  we  truly 
believe  what  we  say.  Unfortunately,  we 
don't. 

When  we  ask  questions  about  the  church, 
its  needs,  whether  or  not  it  is  growing,  or 
for  good  examples  of  the  work  of  the 
church,  we  get  answers  like  these: 

We  need  a  building.  We  need  a  new  sanc- 
tuary; the  one  we  have  now  is  becoming 
worn  out  and  run  down;  besides,  the  atmos- 
phere is  all  wrong.  We  need  more  money 
because  we  didn't  make  this  month's  budget. 

Or  perhaps  the  answers  are  more  positive. 
Our  church  is  really  growing;  look  at  all 
of  the  new  members.  Our  Sunday  school 


draws  "x"  number  of  people  each  week.  Our 
pastor  is  really  good.  He  is  the  ideal  worker 
in  the  church. 

Occasionally  someone  will  reply,  You  say 
you  want  to  know  about  the  church?  Go 
ask  the  pastor  or  the  moderator.  I  can't 
help  you. 

Our  answers  to  these  questions  about 
the  church  reveal  our  concept  of  the 
church,  and  that  concept  is  manifestly  ma- 
terial. It  is  abstracted  from  the  people  who 
are  the  church.  We  portray  the  church  as 
that  group  which  meets  on  Sundays  and 
helps  take  care  of  the  sick  and  sponsors 
other  good  works. 

Don't  get  the  impression  these  good 
works  are  wrong.  They  are  not.  The  problem 
is  that  like  the  work  of  the  Christian,  the 
good  works  of  the  church  have  become  an 
end  in  themselves.  They  are  our  expression 
of  the  church.  They  become  the  church  for 
those  who  see  us,  because  we  live  as  though 
they  are. 

But  these  good  works  are  not  the  church. 
We  are!  The  church  is  a  dynamic  fellow- 
ship of  Spirit-filled,  worshiping  Christians 
serving  one  another  in  love  and  doing  the 
work  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

The  church  is  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  we 
cannot  work  at  being  that  body  any  more 
than  we  can  work  at  being  a  Christian.  We 
can  and  must  work  at  strengthening  that 
body  and  each  Christian  within  the  body, 
because  unless  we  are  strong  we  cannot 
minister.  The  task  of  the  Christian  and  the 
church  is  spreading  the  gospel  of  Christ 
and  seeking  to  build  whole  people  by  meet- 
ing their  needs. 

The  Christian  and  the  church  cannot  work 
at  being  a  Christian  or  the  church,  but  the 
church  or  Christian  that  is  Spirit-filled  is 
serving  others.  They  are  doing  the  work 
of  the  church  by  allowing  Christ  to  express 
Himself  through  them. 

Christian  and  church  are  proper  nouns, 
not  adjectives.  Just  as  Christian  cannot 
be  applied  to  a  tree,  neither  can  church  be 
applied  to  a  building  or  even  to  an  organ- 
ization. We  are  Christians  because  Christ 
lives  in  us,  and  the  church  is  the  church 
because  it  is  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Do  you  work  at  being  a  Christian,  or  do 
you  work  because  you  are  a  Christian? 
Does  your  church  work  at  being  a  church, 
or  does  it  work  because  it  is  the  Body  of 
Christ?  Only  you  can  answer  these 
questions.  □ 

Rev.  Robert  Clough  is  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church,  Harrisonburg,  Va.  He  is  a  1977 
graduate   of  Ashland   Theological  Seminary. 
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Gifts 
of  God 


by   Bruce    Bunschoten 


For    Ann    and    Steve    Meyer,    adopting    two    Equadorean 
children   was    not   easy,    but   God    made    it   possible. 


ANN  MEYER  calls  it  a  gift  from  God. 
If  it  is,  she  is  twice  blessed. 

She  and  her  husband,  Steve,  are  the 
adoptive  parents  of  two  orphaned  Ecua- 
dorean  children. 

"We  had  been  married  for  four  years, 
and  we  never  had  any  children  of  our  own 
and  it  was  beginning  to  look  like  we 
wouldn't,"  she  said,  leaning  back  into  the 
living  room  sofa. 

The  Meyers  decided  to  adopt.  "We  believe 
a  child  is  a  child,  whether  it's  our  own  or 
abandoned,"  she  said. 

"We  went  to  the  welfare  department  and 
they  said  they  had  a  long  list  of  people 
waiting  for  children  to  adopt.  I  suppose 
there  is.  We  waited  for  three  years  and 
didn't  get  a  response,"  she  said. 

They  almost  gave  up.  Then  a  man  she 
worked  with  told  them  about  a  couple  (the 
Calderons)  who  had  just  adopted  a  set  of 
twins  from  Ecuador.  The  Meyers,  interested, 
began  mulling  over  the  possibility. 

Then,  10:30  one  night,  the  phone  rang.  A 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Meyer  are  members  of  the 
Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  This  article 
was  called  to  the  attention  of  the  editors  by  the 
Meyers'  pastor.  Rev.   William  A.  Kerner. 


collect  call  from  Indianapolis.  It  was  Mrs. 
Calderon's  mother. 

She  explained  that  her  daughter  (Mrs. 
Calderon)  had  asked  them  to  call  the  Meyers 
when  she  returned  from  Ecuador.  "A  girl 
was  born  the  day  she  left,  and  she  said  we 
had  to  call  back  by  noon  Sunday  if  we  want- 
ed her,"  Mrs.  Meyer  said. 

"It  was  hard  for  me  to  talk  to  her,  I  was 
shaking  so.  She  kept  asking  me,  'Are  you 
all  right?  Are  you  all  right?'  "  she  chuckled. 

The  Meyers  were  delighted.  They  were 
on  the  phone  long  distance  immediately,  to 
Mrs.  Calderon.  "It  had  to  be  about  midnight 
when  we  got  through.  We  told  her,  'Yes, 
we'll  take  this  little  girl.'  " 

But  they  faced  a  problem.  The  baby  had 
to  be  named  immediately.  They  compro- 
mised on  a  combination  of  their  sisters' 
names — Linda  Jane  and  Nancy  Jo.  The 
baby  would  be  named  Lynda  Jo. 

Mrs.  Calderon  tried  to  explain  the  paper- 
work involved  in  the  adoption.  The  momen- 
tary euphoria  was  too  much.  "Send  it  in 
writing,"  Mrs.  Meyer  asked. 

"We  were  blind  going  into  this,"  she  said. 
"We  didn't  have  any  idea  how  to  handle  this. 
If  we  had,  it  might  have  discouraged  us  a 
little." 

But  the  couple  got  lucky.  Meyer's  aunt 
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v4nn  anrf  Steve  Meyer  of  Roann,  Ind.t  feel  blessed  by  being  the  adoptive  parents  of  two  Ecuadorean 
children.   It  is  no   puzzle   what  attracts  them   to   their  children,   Lynda  (left)  and  Angle. 


gave  them  a  November,  1973,  newspaper 
article  about  a  Marion  couple,  Joe  and 
Margo  Chambers,  who  had  adopted  a  child 
from  Ecuador. 

"We  contacted  them  and  they  said  they'd 
help  us  get  through  the  paperwork.  It  took 
us  21/2  months  to  get  everything  done,  then 
it  got  lost  somewhere  in  Ecuador,"  she  said, 
rolling  her  eyes. 

The  "paperwork"  included  a  home  study 
by  a  county  welfare  department  caseworker, 
a  handful  of  forms  to  be  sent  to  the  Immi- 
gration Department  office  in  Hammond  and 
a  trip  to  the  county  sheriff's  department  to 
be  fingerprinted. 

"Both  the  F.B.I,  and  immigration  check 
you  out,"  she  explained. 

At  Hammond,  immigration  officials  told 
the  Meyers  the  adoption  "wouldn't  go 
through,  that  it  couldn't  be  done.  I  said  I 
knew  a  couple  who  had  just  brought  back 
a  set  of  twins.  But  they  said  each  case  is 
different.  Maybe  I'm  stubborn,  but  it  was 


then  that  I  made  up  my  mind  that  it  would 
go  through,"  Mrs.  Meyer  said. 

With  the  preliminary  work  done,  the 
forms  are  transferred  to  Miami,  where  they 
are  kept  on  file  for  one  year. 

Among  the  forms  is  1-600  which  verifies 
the  good  health  of  the  to-be-adopted  child. 
The  form  must  be  signed,  with  the  child 
present,  at  the  American  embassy  in  Quito, 
Ecuador,  she  said. 

"You  need  that  form  approved  before 
Ecuador  will  issue  you  a  visa,"  she  con- 
tinued. The  next  step  is  to  apply  for  a  pass- 
port and  pay  the  required  taxes  for  leaving 
the  country. 

The  Meyers  arrived  in  Ecuador  July  20, 
only  to  learn  the  final  adoption  decree 
hadn't  been  signed.  The  decree  must  be 
signed  by  all  eight  members  of  a  Minor's 
Court,  the  official  body  overseeing  adoption 
within  Ecuador.  One  member  was  on  a 
week's  vacation. 

{continued  on  next  page) 
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Then  there  was  the  wait  for  a  new  birth 
certificate,  a  passport  and  document  ap- 
proval at  the  American  embassy — and  the 
taxes  for  the  child  to  leave  the  country. 

"Every  day  of  the  three  weeks  we  were 
down  there  we  were  on  the  run,  doing  things 
to  get  her  out  of  the  country,"  Mrs.  Meyer 
said.  "And  nothing  is  done  in  a  hurry  there. 
You  do  things  at  their  pace." 

On  Aug.  7,  1974,  8V2  months  after  begin- 
ning the  adoption  process,  the  couple  re- 
turned to  Roann  with  their  new  daughter. 

They  have  no  difficulty  remembering  the 
day  they  returned  home.  "It  was  a  very 
special  day  for  us,"  Mrs.  Meyer  beamed. 
"We  had  waited  for  that  day  for  a  long 
time.  I  suppose  the  good  Lord  intended  to 
teach  us  patience." 

"If  he  did,  he  did  a  poor  job,"  her  hus- 
band grinned. 

The  Meyers  had  no  sooner  returned,  and 
they  were  planning  to  adopt  a  second  child. 
"We  didn't  want  to  raise  just  one  child  by 
herself,"  Mrs.  Meyer  said. 

"We  wanted  a  boy,"  her  husband  chimed 
in.  "But  about  nine  out  of  10  (adoptable) 
children  there  are  girls." 

"The  boys  are  kept  because  they  can  go 
out  and  shine  shoes  and  do  odd  jobs  to  earn 
money  for  the  family.  The  same  thing's  not 
true  for  girls.  Women's  lib  hasn't  caught 
on  there  yet,"  Mrs.  Meyer  said. 

Adoption  papers  for  the  Meyers'  second 
child,  Angie,  were  complete  even  before  she 
was  born  in  the  spring  of  1976.  She  was  11 
weeks  old  when  she  joined  the  family. 

Angie,  a  full-blooded  Indian,  was  born  in 
a  jungle  hospital.  Her  natural  mother  was 
a  maid.  Lynda  is  half  Indian  and  half 
American.  Little  else  is  known  of  the  two 
girls'  backgrounds. 

But  for  the  Meyers,  that's  enough.  All 
that  matters  to  them  is  that  the  girls  are 
now  part  of  the  family. 

Mrs.  Meyer  said,  "I  really  feel  like  God 
had  a  hand  in  it.  I  feel  he  wanted  us  to  go 
this  route  instead  of  having  children  of  our 
own."  □ 

Reprinted    from    the    May    13,    1978,    Wabash    Plain    Dealer.    Used 
by    permission. 
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THE  holy  Scriptures  contain  a  grand 
total  of  8,810  promises.  How  do  I  know  ? 
I  counted  them. 

All  my  life  I  have  seen  various  figures 
quoted  as  to  the  number  of  promises  in 
the  Bible,  the  one  most  generally  given 
being  30,000. 

Since  this  is  a  round  number  with  four 
zeros  to  it,  I  have  always  been  a  little 
suspicious  about  it.  Furthermore,  since 
there  are  only  31,101  verses  in  the  Bible, 
it  would  mean  that  there  would  be  prac- 
tically one  promise  for  every  verse. 

I  do  not  guarantee  my  count  to  be  per- 
fect, but  it  is  the  most  accurate  I  know  of. 

Eight   Kinds   of   Promises 

The  Bible  contains  eight  kinds  of  prom- 
ises. There  are  7,487  promises  that  God 
has  given  to  man.  This  is  about  85  percent 
of  all  the  promises  in  the  Bible. 

There  are  almost  1,000  instances  recorded 
—991  to  be  exact — in  which  one  person 
makes  a  promise  to  another  person.  This 
is  some  11  percent  of  all  the  promises  in 
the  Scriptures.  An  example  is  the  promise 
made  by  the  Chaldeans  to  King  Nebuchad- 
nezzar: "Let  the  king  tell  his  servants  the 
dream,  and  we  will  shew  the  interpretation 
of  it"    (Daniel  2:7). 

There  are  also  290  promises  made  by 
man  to  God.  The  majority  of  these — 235 
of  them — are  to  be  found  in  the  Psalms, 
such  as,  "O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips;  and 
my  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  praise" 
(51:15). 

There  are  28  promises  that  were  made 
by  angels.  Most  of  these — 23  of  them — are 
found  in  Luke.  One  example  is  the  promise 
made  by  the  angel  to  the  women  at  Jesus' 
tomb:  "Behold,  he  goeth  before  you  into 
Galilee;  there  shall  ye  see  him"  (Matthew 
28:7). 

Dr.  Storms  is  an  active  layman  in  the  Missionary 
Church.  He  is  the  author  of  five  books  and  more 
than   600  published  articles. 


There  are  actually  nine  promises  made 
by  that  old  liar,  the  devil,  e.g.,  "All  these 
things  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down 
and  worship  me"   (Matthew  4:9). 

Two  promises  were  made  by  an  evil  spirit. 
"Then  there  came  out  a  spirit,  and  stood 
before  the  Lord,  and  said,  I  will  entice 
him  .  .  ."   (II  Chronicles  18:20-21). 

There  are  also  two  promises  made  by 
God  the  Father  to  God  the  Son,  and  one 
made  by  a  man  to  an  angel. 

One  of  the  66  books  of  the  Bible  has  no 
promises  at  all — Titus.  Seventeen  others 
contain  less  than  ten  promises  each.  Even 
such  an  outstanding  book  as  Ephesians  has 
only  six  promises. 

The  New  Testament  has  1,104  promises; 
the  Old  Testament  7,706.  This  means  that 
seven  out  of  every  eight  promises  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Old  Testament.  You  can- 
not afford  to  skip  the  Old  Testament  when 
you  read  your  Bible. 

Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel  have  over 
1,000  promises  each — a  total  of  3,086  in  the 
three  books,  or  more  than  one-third  (35 
percent)  of  all  the  promises  in  the  Bible. 
Most  of  them  are  of  a  prophetic  nature. 

Many  verses  have  more  than  one  prom- 
ise. Isaiah  40:31  has  four  promises.  Isaiah 
51:6  has  five:  "Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the 
heavens,  and  look  upon  the  earth  beneath: 
for  the  heavens  shall  vanish  away  like 
smoke,  and  the  earth  shall  wax  old  like  a 
garment,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  shall 
die  in  like  manner:  but  my  salvation  shall 
be  for  ever,  and  my  righteousness  shall  not 
be  abolished"  (Isaiah  51:6). 

The  chapter  with  the  most  promises  is 
Deuteronomy  28.  These  133  promises  refer 
to  the  blessings  and  cursings  God  promises 
the  Israelites  when  they  would  reach 
Canaan,  according  to  whether  they  would 
obey  or  disobey  His  commands. 

A  somewhat  similar  chapter  is  Leviticus 
26,  which  has  94  promises — three-fourths  of 
all  the  promises  in  the  book. 

The  most  outstanding  chapter,  as  far  as 
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"We  go  to  church  and  sing,  'Standing  on  the  promises/ 
but  most  of  us  are  simply  sitting  on  them!" 


promises  are  concerned,  is  Psalm  37.  Prac- 
tically every  verse  in  it  is  a  most  precious 
promise.  Here  are  some  of  these  43  wonder- 
ful promises: 

"Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord;  and  he 
shall  give  thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart" 
(verse  4). 

"Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord;  trust 
also  in  him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass" 
(verse  5). 

"The  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth;  and 
shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance 
of  peace"  (verse  11). 

Last  year  I  read  the  Bible  through  for 
the  fifty-third  time;  but  the  time  I  read  it 
counting  the  promises  was  one  of  the  most 
precious.  Time  after  time  I  have  had  to 
agree  with  Solomon:  "There  hath  not  failed 
one  word  of  all  his  good  promise"  (I  Kings 
8:56). 

The    Bible's   Greatest   Promises 

The  question  as  to  which  are  the  greatest 
promises  is  one  about  which  there  would 
be  a  difference  of  opinion.  But  if  I  were  per- 
mitted to  claim  only  six  promises,  I  would 
choose  the  following: 

The  promise  of  salvation:  "If  thou  shalt 
confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be 
saved"   (Romans  10:9). 

The  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit:  "Ye 
shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  come  upon  you"  (Acts  1:8). 

The  promise   of  answered  prayer:     "If 

ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you, 
ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be 
done  unto  you"   (John  15:7). 

The  promise  of  temporal  help:  "Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  right- 
eousness; and  all  these  things  shall  be 
added  unto  you"  (Matthew  6:33). 

The  promise  of  sustaining  strength:  "As 
thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  be"  (Deu- 
teronomy 33:25). 


The  promise  of  heaven:     "If  I  go  and 

prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  I 
am,  there  ye  may  be  also"   (John  14:3). 

Yes,  God  promises  to  save  and  sanctify 
us,  hear  us  when  we  pray,  provide  us  with 
food  and  clothing,  give  us  enough  strength 
for  each  day,  and  eventually  take  us  to 
heaven.  What  more  can  we  want?  If  we 
had  no  other  promises  than  these  six,  how 
good  God  would  be  to  us! 

The  promises  are  ours  for  the  asking — 
7,487  of  them  made  by  God  Himself.  They 
are  waiting  for  us  to  test  and  prove  them. 
We  go  to  church  and  sing,  "Standing  on  the 
promises,"  but  most  of  us  are  simply  sitting 
on  them! 

These  are  perilous  times  in  which  we  are 
living.  Recent  developments  in  many  lands 
emphasize  this  only  too  clearly.  But  the 
reply  that  Judson  gave  his  mission  board 
when  they  inquired  about  the  prospects  for 
the  future  in  Burma  is  still  true  for  all  of 
us:  "The  future  is  as  bright  as  the  promises 
of  God." 

You  can  count  on  the  promises  of  God. 
Why  not  try  some  of  them  and  see  for 
yourself?  □ 
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the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Christians  must  speak  out  for  what  is  morally  right. 


When  Silence  Is  Not  Golden 


GERMAN  historian  Hannah  Vogt  has 
criticized  her  countrymen  for  allowing 
the  Nazi  crimes  to  take  place.  She  asks, 
"Where  were  we  when  we  should  have 
opposed  the  beginnings?"  She  responds  to 
her  own  question:  "We  let  the  flame  of 
hatred  rise  and  did  not  extinguish  it  while 
there  was  still  time.  We  allowed  posters  and 
songs  to  spread  hatred  and  abuse  while  we 
were  still  at  liberty  to  fight  against  them. 
This  first  sin  of  omission  gave  rise  to  all 
the  later  crimes." 

German  Christians,  not  unlike  evangel- 
icals today,  felt  they  should  not  "mix  re- 
ligion and  politics,"  but  rather  should  stick 
to  "preaching  the  gospel  and  ministering 
to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people." 

Martin  Niemoeller,  the  courageous  Ger- 
man pastor  who  suffered  eight  years  of 
imprisonment  under  Nazism,  confessed 
after  his  release  that  the  German  Christian 
community  was  partly  responsible  for  the 
disaster.  He  said,  "We,  that  is  the  Church, 
have  failed,  for  we  knew  the  wrong  and  the 
right  path,  but  we  did  not  warn  the  people 
and  allowed  them  to  rush  forward  to  their 
doom."  Niemoeller  included  himself  in  his 
criticism.  He  acknowledged  the  results  of 
insensitivity  and  noninvolvement  in  what  is 
a  classic  statement: 

"In  Germany  they  came  first  for  the 
communists,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because 
I  wasn't  a  communist.  Then  they  came  for 
the  Jews,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
wasn't  a  Jew.  Then  they  came  for  the  trade 
unionists,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
wasn't  a  trade  unionist.  Then  they  came  for 
the  Catholics,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because 
I  was  a  Protestant.  Then  they  came  for  me, 
and  by  that  time  no  one  was  left  to  speak 
up." 


Martin  Niemoeller  has  become  a  symbol 
of  people  who  refused  to  speak  out.  It  is  the 
"silent  believers"  who  are  to  be  feared,  for 
they  know  right  from  wrong  and  say  noth- 
ing about  it,  until  like  Martin  Niemoeller, 
it's  too  late. 

Most  Christians  base  their  lack  of  political 
involvement  or  their  silence  on  Romans  13. 
Paul  admonished  Christians  to  follow  no 
active  political  program  but  to  remain  pas- 
sive to  the  demands  of  the  Roman  state. 
First  century  believers  expected  the  Lord 
to  return  momentarily.  This  worked  to  pro- 
duce noninvolvement  and  kept  down  interest 
in  current  political,  social,  and  economic 
problems  Any  participation  would  have  been 
meaningless,  since  Rome  denied  political 
power  to  most  citizens. 

But  the  20th  century  is  different.  In  a 
democratic  society  citizens  share  responsi- 
bility for  the  nature  and  character  of  gov- 
ernment. If  the  state  is  instituted  by  God 
(Romans  13),  and  if  we  are  participants  in 
shaping  its  character,  then  we  are  obliged 
to  use  our  influence. 

Today,  as  never  before,  people  (especially 
Christians)  must  speak  out  for  what  they 
think  is  morally  right.  Can  we  afford  to 
allow  the  climate  that  fostered  Nazism  to 
exist  in  America?  If  the  people  of  God  are 
not  willing  to  shoulder  the  burdens  of 
democracy,  the  hope  for  its  survival  is  quite 
dim. 

Today's  problems  loom  big:  poverty, 
racism,  war,  and  pollution — like  the  "Four 
Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse."  The  thing 
that's  most  revealing  is  that  nearly  all  po- 
litical and  social  issues  today  contain  spirit- 
ual dimensions.  The  church  cannot  ignore 
this.  It's  summed  up  fairly  well  in  a  bumper 
sticker  which  reads,  "Support  your  local 
planet."  fj 
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ashland  college 


Facing  the 


Second  Century 


AC    President   Arthur   L.    Schultz   cha 
Church   as   God's   people  to   invest 
through  Ashland  College. 


enges   the    Brethren 
in  the   lives  of  others 


THIS  year  of  1978  marks  the  centennial 
of  the  founding  of  Ashland  College.  One 
hundred  years  ago,  on  February  19,  1878, 
Ashland  College  was  founded  by  a  group 
of  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
Church  and  with  the  cooperation  of  interest- 
ed people  in  the  Ashland  community. 

Ten  years  later,  in  March  of  1888,  after 
considerable  difficulty  both  financial  and 
religious  and  during  which  time  the  school 
went  into  receivership  proceedings,  the  col- 
lege was  reincorporated  by  another  group 
of  men.  Most  of  these  were  members  of  the 
newly-formed  Brethren  Church,  and  several 
of  them  were  representatives  of  the 
community. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  college 
has  been  affiliated  with  the  Brethren 
Church  and  has  sought  to  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  the  church  educationally  by  training 
suitable  persons  for  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel  as  well  as  young  people  to  serve  in 
various  businesses  and  professions. 

The  Brethren  Church,  as  a  part  of  God's 
people,  has  shared  for  a  century — 100  years 
— with  Ashland  College.  Now  we  embark 
upon  a  trail  into  a  second  century.  The  road 
over  which  the  Brethren  Church  and  Ash- 
land College  have  come  has  been  a  long 
and  eventful  one. 

Our  Strength,  our  Helper  and  Guide,  we 
are  sure,  has  been  God — our  Creator, 
Savior,  and  Holy  Spirit.  The  place  where 
we  have  arrived  is  quite  well  known,  I 
assume.  Where  we  are  is  the  result  of  the 
past. 
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It  is  not  just  years  we  are  recounting. 
Someone  has  said  we  do  not  count  a  man's 
years  until  he  has  nothing  else  to  count. 
Well  we  have  more  than  just  100  years  to 
count — there  are  assets,  resources,  and 
achievements. 

Our  objective  during  this  past  year,  our 
first  in  this  position,  was  to  bring  into  focus 
and  into  effective  relationship  the  various 
goals  and  plans  to  which  Ashland  College 
was  already  committed  and  to  grasp  the 
current  situation  of  the  college. 

Institutions  of  higher  education  have 
come  into  an  era  in  which  economic  prob- 
lems brought  on  by  inflation,  the  diminution 
of  financial  support,  the  decline  in  the  num- 
bers of  traditional  college-age  youth,  and 
the  changing  attitudes  of  the  public  toward 
higher  education  are  threatening  their  very 
existence.  The  development  of  a  mission, 
marketing  skills,  and  a  solid  base  of  annual 
fund  support  will  enable  Ashland  College 
to  weather  the  storms  and  remain  a  vital 
force  in  our  society. 

In  my  first  convocation  address  in 
September,  1977,  I  said  that  we  must  con- 
tinue to  work  hard  if  we  are  to  make  Ash- 
land one  of  the  very  best  colleges  in  Ohio 
and  one  of  the  very  best  Christian  colleges 
of  our  nation.  For  this  rewarding  task,  I 
would  like  to  see  the  church  accept  a  grow- 
ing share  of  responsibility,  so  that  the  bene- 
fits of  Ashland  to  young  people  and  to  the 
church  may  be  multiplied. 

As  God's  people  we  have  a  future  toward 
which  the  present  must  consider.  There  are 
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new  goals  to  reach,  there  are  unfinished 
tasks  which  must  be  completed.  The  whole 
story  of  the  world,  and  of  man  on  earth,  is 
the  exciting  tale  of  catching  up  with  unfin- 
ished business. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  Christian  faith, 
the  exhilarating  sense  of  incompleteness,  of 
the  dynamic  rather  than  the  static  quality 
of  the  universe,  is  memorably  expressed  in 
William  DeWitt  Hyde's  hymn: 

"Creation's  Lord,   we  give  Thee  thanks 

That  this,   Thy   world  is  incomplete; 

That   battle   calls   our   marshalled   ranks; 

That  work  awaits  our  hands  and  feet." 
Our  world  is  not  chaos,  it  is  work  in 
progress.  The  basic  truth,  of  course,  is  that 
man  himself  is  unfinished  business.  Christo- 
pher Morley  defines  man  as  a  "folder  of 
unfinished  business,"  a  truly  scientific  de- 
scription. Yet  people  talk  in  a  way  as 
though  man  were  as  finished  as  an  ax  from 
the  stone  age.  They  babble  the  old  cliche', 
like  a  parrot  crying  "Polly  wants  a  cracker," 
that  "you  can't  change  human  nature."  As 
though  human  nature  were  something  set 
in  concrete. 

Sir  Mormal  Angell  gives  the  effective 
answer,  "We  cannot  change  human  nature, 
but  we  can  change  belief  and  behavior." 
And  that  is  what  is  needed.  Each  person  is 
"unfinished  business." 

Thus,  we  as  God's  people  will  seek  to  put 
money  into  life — into  other  people.  To  me 
there  is  no  greater  return  than  that  put 
into  an  individual  life  itself;  to  help  a  youth 
with  his  or  her  education;  to  help  lift  the 
burden  of  one  who  is  staggering  beneath  it 
and  thus  enable  that  youth  to  throw  back 
his  shoulders,  fill  his  lungs  with  the  air  of 
a  new  freshness,  and  hold  his  head  erect; 
to  stimulate  and  strengthen  the  motives  and 
hopes  of  a  young  person  who  is  beset  with 
difficulties  and  overrun  with  problems.  Giv- 
ing like  this  brings  great  returns.  Blessed 
among  God's  people  are  those  who  educate 
in  part  or  entirely  those  who  are  called  into 
Christian  service  but  who  depend  on 
assistance  for  their  college  or  seminary 
education. 

God's  people  putting  money  into  the  life 
of  another  one  of  God's  people  will  find 
most  remarkable  returns.  This  is  the  best 
investment  our  age  or  any  age  affords.  It 


requires  wisdom,  insight,  investigation,  con- 
fidence, and  sometimes  the  risk  of  an  error 
or  ingratitude,  but  all  that  risk  is  a  min- 
imal one. 

We  pray  that  many  may  be  induced  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  put  money  into  life,  which 
means  placing  an  added  value  upon  life 
itself — life  here  and  hereafter,  life  present 
and  life  eternal. 

In  faith,  the  Campus  Ministry  program 
will  be  expanded  during  this  academic  year 
with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Frederick  T.  Burkey 
as  full-time  Director  of  Religious  Affairs 
and  Campus  Ministry.  Financial  and  spirit- 
ual support  for  this  program  is  solicited. 

We  are  grateful  for  your  past  support  and 
the  assurance  of  your  continuing  prayers 
on  behalf  of  Ashland  College  and  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  May  the  college  and  seminary 
continue  to  prosper  and  grow  in  influence 
and  further  great  accomplishments  in  Chris- 
tian higher  education. 

Through  caring  and  sharing,  you  can  help 
us  make  Ashland  College  a  distinctive  col- 
lege in  its  second  century.  □ 


>•  x  t.  J  y 


photo  by  Lewis  Brown 
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Reflections  on  Progress 


shland  College 


Dr.  Donald  Swegan  looks  at  Ashland's  past  accomplishments 
and  at  some  of  the  recent  developments  on  the  AC  campus. 
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T   is   a   pleasure   once   again   to   bring   a 

progress  report  on  some  of  the  recent 
developments  at  Ashland  College.  As  I 
begin  my  fourth  year  at  the  college,  let  me 
reflect  on  a  few  of  the  programs  now  under- 
way or  emerging. 

First,  let  me  say  that  you  can  take  pride 
in  the  quality  of  education  offered  at  your 
college.  Ashland  is  fully  accredited  by  all 
major  agencies  and  just  this  past  year  re- 
ceived renewal  accreditation  from  the  North 
Central  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 
Accreditation  is  very  important  to  any 
college,  since  it  gives  assurance  that  all 
requirements  for  a  full  program  are  being 
met. 

One  mark  of  an  institution  is  the  quality 
of  its  graduates.  Ashland  is  proud  of  a 
number  of  Brethren  people  who  have  been 
educated  at  the  college  and  are  successful 
in  their  life  work.  Among  those  noted  are 
the  following: 

— Helen  Shank  Butler,  '50,  from  St. 
James,  Maryland,  received  her  bachelor's 
degree  with  a  major  in  science.  She  is  a 
registered  nurse  and  resides  in  Amherst, 
Ohio. 

— Adriana  Miranda  Wilkinson,  '77,  the 
daughter  of  Brethren  missionaries  to  Argen- 
tina, graduated  with  her  B.A.  in  Radio/TV. 
She  was  one  of  the  Top  Ten  Miss  Glamour 
finalists  in   1976.   Presently  she  is  selling 


Dr.    Donald    B.    Swegan    is    Vice   President   for 
Resource  Development  of  Ashland  College. 


commercial  advertising  for  a  television 
station  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

— Betty  June  Myers,  from  Ashland,  grad- 
uated in  1949  with  both  the  B.A.  and  B.S. 
degrees.  She  earned  her  master's  at  the 
University  of  Nebraska,  and  the  Ph.  D.  at 
McGill  University.  She  recently  served  as  a 
consultant  in  parasitology  for  the  South- 
west Foundation  for  Research  and  Educa- 
tion. Her  permanent  address  is  Washington, 
D.C. 

— Jackson  W.  Riddle,  '39,  from  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  was  a  biology  major.  He  received  his 
M.A.,  M.D.,  and  Ph.  D.  degrees  from  Ohio 
State  University  and  served  in  various  ad- 
ministrative positions  at  the  Ohio  State 
University,  Norwich  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
pany, and  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Board  prior  to  becoming  a  division  head  and 
vice  president  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.   He   lives   in  Chicago,   Illinois. 

— Donald  R.  Rinehart,  '59,  who  majored 
in  education,  received  his  master's  degree 
from  the  University  of  Arizona,  and  taught 
in  Tucson.  Following  the  call  into  the  min- 
istry, he  entered  the  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  then  pastored  the  Smithville 
Brethren  Church.  He  has  earned  his  master 
of  divinity  and  doctor  of  ministry  from  the 
seminary  and  is  associate  professor  and 
Chairman  of  the  Religion  Department  at 
Ashland  College. 

— Robert  Stoffer  from  North  George- 
town, Ohio,  received  his  bachelor's  degree 
in  1950,  and  then  his  Ph.  D.  from  the  Ohio 
State    University.    Bob    is    a    chemist    in 


14 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Whiting,  Indiana,  for  The  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  Indiana. 

Admissions  Features  New  Leadership, 
New  Directions.  In  December  1977  Mrs. 
Richard  (Ann)  Bonesteel  became  Executive 
Director  of  Admissions.  Mrs.  Bonesteel,  a 
graduate  of  Denison  University  and  former 
Assistant  Director  of  Admissions  at  the 
Ohio  State  University,  has  instituted  many 
new  procedures  to  make  our  recruitment 
efforts  more  responsive  to  various  constit- 
uents. New  techniques  of  research,  evalua- 
tion, and  selection  of  key  market  areas  have 
all  been  instituted.  One  of  the  major  changes 
has  been  the  hiring  of  four  admissions 
representatives  for  prime  geographic  areas 
— Joan  McKinney,  Indiana,  western  Ohio, 
and  Michigan;  Cheryl  Marchio,  in  the  Long 
Island,  West  Chester  County,  and  New 
England  area;  John  Madden  in  New  Jersey 
and  the  Eastern  Seaboard ;  and  Steve  Butler 
in  western  Pennsylvania  and  western  New 
York. 

Renewed  Involvement  with  the  Brethren 
Church.  During  the  past  year  our  Admis- 
sions staff  has  taken  exemplary  steps  to 
broaden  and  deepen  our  involvement  with 
the  church.  Among  those  activities  are  the 
following : 

(1)  Guy  Krueger,  Director  of  Admissions- 
External,  visited  seven  Brethren  churches 
during  the  first  four  months  of  1978.  He 
met  with  congregations,  pastors,  youth 
groups,  and  forty-eight  individual  young 
people.  Several  students  are  attending  Ash- 
land this  fall  because  of  his  efforts. 

(2)  Dr.  Fred  Burkey,  who  recently  joined 
the  Ashland  College  staff  as  Director  of 
Religious  Affairs  and  Campus  Ministry,  has 
been  instrumental  in  the  recruitment  of 
worthy  Brethren  students.  Fred  has  opened 
doors  for  admissions  representatives  and 
has  himself  recruited  a  number  of  young 
people  who  are  attending  Ashland  this  fall. 
His  influence  on  campus  should  continue 
to  grow  and  develop  now  that  he  is  present 
on  a  full-time  basis. 

(3)  One  of  our  young  Brethren  grad- 
uates, Joan  McKinney,  noted  earlier,  has 
joined  the  Admissions  staff  as  a  field  repre- 
sentative. She  will  make  contact  with  Breth- 
ren pastors  and  alumni,  particularly  in  some 


of  our  key  church  areas  in  Indiana.  In  this 
role  she  will  draw  upon  the  experience  and 
activities  of  Ellen  Baxter,  who  recruited  in 
Indiana  from  January  through  May  of  1978. 
This  was  the  first  attempt  to  work  exten- 
sively in  Indiana,  and  we  definitely  plan 
to  continue  this  program.  It  is  our  sincere 
wish  that  our  Brethren  friends  will  assist 
Joan  McKinney  by  recommending  good  stu- 
dents for  her  to  contact  and  by  welcoming 
her  in  the  various  communities  she  visits. 

Strong  Programs  Available  at  Ashland 
College.  Ashland  has  long  featured  career- 
oriented,  liberal  arts  programs  to  provide 
a  solid,  well-rounded  background  in  the 
social  sciences,  natural  science,  and  human- 
ities, including  religion,  philosophy,  litera- 
ture, and  the  performing  arts,  as  well  as 
good  preparation  for  a  career.  Among  the 
noteworthy  programs  are  included: 

1.  Health  Services  Management.  The 
rapid  increase  in  funds  and  manpower 
needed  to  provide  adequate  delivery  of 
health  services  underscores  the  growing 
opportunity  for  professional  careers  in  this 
field.  This  major  leads  to  a  bachelor  of 
science  in  business  administration,  and  pro- 
vides entry  to  an  extensive  range  of  job 
opportunities  in  hospitals,  nursing  homes, 
health  insurance,  and  government  agencies. 

2.  Radio/Television.  One  of  the  most 
popular  majors  at  Ashland,  this  program 
features  a  "hands  on"  approach  to  provid- 

(continued  on  page  18) 
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ashland  college 


Ashland  Admissions 


in  Action 


A    Campus    Visit    Enhances    Understanding 


A  campus  visit  is  one  of  the 
best  ways  to  understand  what 
Ashland  College  is  all  about. 
Your  own  perception  of  our 
students,  faculty,  and  facilities 
brings  a  true  insight  to  the  Ash- 
land environment.  The  Admis- 
sions Office  strongly  urges  pro- 
spective students  to  see  for 
themselves  what  the  Ashland 
experience  means.  We  invite  you 
and  encourage  you  to  visit  our 
campus  either  by  yourself  or 
with  a  prospective  student. 

You  can  be  assured  of  a  warm 
welcome  and  the  opportunity  to 
speak  with  faculty,  administra- 
tors,  and  students.   One  of  our 


AC  students  will  take  you  on  a 
guided  tour  of  the  campus,  so 
that  you  may  see  firsthand  the 
exceptional  facilities  Ashland 
College  provides.  If  you  wish, 
we  can  also  make  arrangements 
for  you  to  visit  a  class  where 
you  can  feel  the  excitement  of 
education  in  process. 

Our  drama  and  music  depart- 
ments are  very  active  and 
offer  many  fine  performances 
throughout  the  year.  There  are 
also  many  athletic  events 
scheduled  that  you  might  enjoy 
attending.  A  call  to  the  Admis- 
sions Office  will  give  you  details 
and  dates  on  activities  and  pro- 


grams being  offered  at  AC.  We 
will  be  happy  to  make  reserva- 
tions for  you  to  attend  campus 
events. 

If  we  know  of  your  visit  ahead 
of  time,  arrangements  will  be 
in  order  when  you  arrive.  How- 
ever, an  appointment  is  not 
necessary,  so  please  do  stop  in 
for  a  visit.  We'll  look  forward 
to  seeing  you. 

The  Admissions  Office 
Room  213,  Founders  Hall 
Ashland  College 
Ashland,  Ohio     44805 

Phone:     419-289-5079 


I   am   pleased   to   recommend  the  following  student (s)    for  admission  to   Ashland 
College: 


Name 

(please  print) 

address 

city 

state 

zip 

(Area)  Telephone                   high 
The  above  student 

school                                             date  of  graduation              areas  of  interest 
is  recommended  for  the  AC  Scholarship  Testing  program. 

Name 

(please  print) 

address 

city 

state 

zip 

(Area)  Telephone  high  school  date  of  graduation  areas  of  interest 

!    j    The  above  student  is  recommended  for  the  AC  Scholarship  Testing  program. 

Referred    by __. 

your  name  (please  print) 


Street  Address 


(area)  telephone 


City  State  Zip 

Please  clip  and  mail  to:     Admissions  Office,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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AC  Scholarship  Testing  Program 


Academically  competent  stu- 
dents will  again  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  a  testing 
program  on  the  Ashland  College 
campus  for  the  purpose  of  win- 
ning one  of  ten  scholarships  to 
attend  AC  in  the  1979-80  school 
year. 

This  year  we  are  sponsoring 
two  testing  weekends,  one  No- 
vember 11-12,  and  one  November 
18-19.  Interested  high  school 
seniors   should  contact   the  Ad- 


missions office  for  a  registra- 
tion form.  They  will  be  required 
to  make  application  to  Ashland 
College  prior  to  their  test  date 
and  pay  a  $25  registration  fee. 

The  test  itself  is  highly  com- 
petitive, but  well  worth  the 
effort.  The  top  three  scorers  on 
the  test  will  receive  a  scholar- 
ship covering  room,  board,  and 
full  tuition.  The  next  seven  top 
scorers  will  receive  full  tuition 
scholarships. 


The  weekend  has  some  lighter 
moments  planned,  when  the  test 
participants  can  experience  the 
flavor  of  campus  life  and  meet 
some  of  our  faculty  and  staff.  If 
you  know  of  any  high  school 
seniors  with  superior  academic 
ability,  do  encourage  them  to 
contact  us,  or  send  us  their 
names  and  addresses  so  we  may 
send  them  a  registration  form 
and  application  for  admissions. 


Have  We  Got  a  Program  for  You! 

.  .  .  71   Majors  in  All  at  Ashland  College 


Accounting 

American  Studies 

Art  (comprehensive  art 

education) 
Art   (secondary  education) 
Art  (studio) 
Biology 
Biology  (bio-chemistry 

comprehensive) 
Business  Administration 
Business  Management 
Business  (comprehensive 

business  education) 
Business   (economics) 
Chemistry 
Chemistry  (bio-chemistry 

comprehensive) 
Child  Care  Services 
Clothing  Fashion 

Merchandising 
Communications 
Community  and  Home 

Services  (home  economics) 
Dramatics 
Earth  Science 
Economics 

Educable  Mentally  Retarded 
Education  (elementary) 
Education  (secondary) 
English 


English-Creative  Writing 

English-Journalism 

Family  Studies 

Finance 

Food  Services 

Geology 

Health  Education  K-12 

Health  Education  7-12 

Health  Service  Management 

History 

Hotel-Restaurant  Management 

Home  Economics 

Home  Economics   (vocational 

home  economics  education) 
Home  Economics — Human 

Development 
International  Studies 
Marketing 
Mathematics 
Music  (applied) 
Music  Composition 
Music  Education 
Music  Merchandising 
Music  Theory 
Physical  Education  K-12 
Physical  Education  7-12 
Physics 

Political  Science 
Psychology 
Psychology  (social) 


Radio/TV 

Religion 

Science  (comprehensive 

with  biology) 
Science  (comprehensive 

with  chemistry) 
Science  (comprehensive 

with  earth  science) 
Science  (comprehensive 

with  geology) 
Science  ( comprehensive 

with  math) 
Science  ( comprehensive 

with  physics) 
Social  Studies  (comprehensive 

with  economics) 
Social  Studies   (comprehensive 

with  history) 
Social  Studies  (comprehensive 

with  political  science) 
Social  Studies  (comprehensive 

with  sociology) 
Social  Work 
Sociology 
Spanish 

Special  Education 
Speech 

Speech  Education 
Speech  and  Hearing  Therapy 


Also,   pre-professional  programs  in  Dentistry,  Engineering,  Law,  Medical  Tech- 
nology, Medicine,  Nursing,  Pharmacy,  Theology,  and  Veterinary  Medicine. 

Material   for    these    two    pages    was   prepared   by   Mrs.    Ann   Bonesteel.   Mrs.   Bonesteel  is  Executive 
Director  of  Admissions  for  Ashland  College. 
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Reflections  on  Progress  or  AC 

(continued   from   page    15) 

ing  practical  experiences  throughout  the 
four  years  of  training.  Many  of  the  top 
students  participate  in  an  internship  with 
regional  and  national  television  and  radio 
networks,  and  Ashland's  Radio/TV  grad- 
uates are  eagerly  sought  by  a  variety  of 
employment  sources.  Our  regularly  licensed 
television  and  radio  stations  provide  ex- 
cellent facilities. 

3.  Home  Economics  -  Human  Develop- 
ment. This  department  is  fully  accredited 
by  the  American  Home  Economics  Associa- 
tion, one  of  only  fifty  such  accreditations 
in  the  U.S.  One  new  program  begun  in  1976 
is  Human  Development  -  Family  Services, 
which  gives  graduates  a  wide  range  of 
career  choices,  including  pediatric  clinics, 
day  care,  family  and  personal  counseling, 
work  with  legal  and  social  agencies,  and 
affiliation  with  community  health  organ- 
izations. The  placement  opportunities  are 
almost  unlimited. 

4.  Hotel-Restaurant  Management.  This 
program  was  started  in  1975  and  has  now 
placed  its  first  several  graduates.  The  major 
promotes  two  summer  internships  and  the 
placement  opportunities  are  extensive.  Cur- 
rently there  are  about  20,000  new  personnel 
required  yearly  in  hotel-restaurant  manage- 
ment, and  only  3,000-4,000  are  graduating 
from  the  nation's  colleges.  Ashland  is  the 
only  liberal  arts  college  in  Ohio  to  have 
hotel-restaurant  management. 

A  list  of  the  seventy-one  majors  available 
at  Ashland  College  appears  on  page  17. 

New  Emphasis  on  Career  Services  and 
Placement.     Ashland  recognizes  that  suc- 


cessful placement  of  its  graduates  is  a  very 
crucial  factor  in  recruiting  new  students. 
Steps  were  taken  this  past  spring  to 
strengthen  our  already  excellent  program 
of  placement  by  putting  Robert  Roland  in 
charge  of  Career  Services.  In  this  position, 
Mr.  Roland  will  develop  Career/Life  Plan- 
ning workshops  to  assist  all  students  to 
make  intelligent  career  choices,  will  seek 
out  new  employer  markets,  will  develop 
internships  in  various  programs  to  produce 
more  experienced  and  highly  sought  grad- 
uates, and  will  assist  in  the  marketing  of 
various  continuing  education  programs 
available  during  the  evenings  and  on 
Saturdays. 

Continued  Financial  Support  Needed. 
During  the  past  several  years,  our  many 
friends  have  continued  to  provide  strong 
financial  assistance  through  contributions 
to  the  Ashland  College  Annual  Fund.  This 
assistance  has  helped  to  balance  the  budget 
each  of  the  last  two  years.  Donors  gave 
$865,000  in  1976-77  and  $896,000  in  1977-78, 
both  record  totals  for  Ashland  College.  We 
need  your  help  even  more  in  1978-79  so  that 
we  can  continue  to  provide  quality  pro- 
grams, scholarships  for  worthy  students, 
and  genuine  Christian  educational  experi- 
ences. 

How  You  Can  Help  Ashland  College. 

(1)  Support  Ashland  College  through 
your  prayers  and  spiritual  concern. 

(2)  Give  of  your  financial  resources  so 
worthy  young  people  can  have  the  benefits 
of  a  college  education  at  Ashland. 

(3)  Send  the  names  of  qualified  pro- 
spective students  who  would  benefit  from 
an  Ashland  education  and  who  would  them- 
selves make  significant  contributions  to 
Ashland  College.  □ 


To  show  my/our  faith  in  the  future  of  Ashland  College  at  the  start  of  its  second 
century,  my /our  gift  is  offered: 


$ 

$ 


in  cash  or  check,   with  payment  enclosed.    (Make  check  to  Ashland 

College.) 

pledged,  with  payments  to  be  made  as  follows: 


I/We  wish  to  consider  a  gift  of  securities  or  property.     (A  College 
representative  will  contact  you  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements.) 


Signature  of  Donor 


Date 


Name 


Telephone 


Address 


City,  State,  Zip  Code 


Please    return    this    form    to:     College    Relations    Department,    Ashland    CoIIeg'e, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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Thank   you 


On  behalf  of  Ashland  College,  I  want  to  thank 
the  Laymen's  Organization  and  members  of  the 
Brethren  Church  for  the  first  gift  of  $7,000  toward 
the  goal  of  $21,000  to  underwrite  the  Office  of 
Religious  Affairs  and  Campus  Ministry  on  the 
Ashland  College  campus.  Under  the  able  leadership 
of  Dr.  Frederick  T.  Burkey,  your  gifts  help  to 
support  the  coordination,  development  and  admin- 
istration of  a  comprehensive  program  of  campus 
ministry  on  campus. 

Your  gifts  are  a  further  indication  of  your  sup- 
port and  encouragement  of  a  campus  ministry  pro- 
gram on  campus  and  we  are  indeed  grateful.  We 
ask  for  your  continued  support  through  both 
prayers  and  gifts  on  behalf  of  the  Campus  Min- 
istry program  at  Ashland  College. 

Thank  you. 

— Arthur  L.  Schultz 

President,  Ashland  College 


In   appreciation 

On  behalf  of  the  congregation  of  Meadow  Crest 
Brethren  Church,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  I  wish 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  for  all  the  help  and  support  the  Breth- 
ren people  and  National  Mission  Board  have  given 
us  over  the  past  years. 

Our  church  started  with  two  families  and  has 
grown  to  a  solid  core  group.  We  were  able  to 
purchase  a  church  building  and  parsonage  on  7.2 
acres  of  land  and  have  it  paid  off  in  three  years. 
The  pastor  at  times  refers  to  this  church  as  a 
"miracle  church."  Only  by  God's  miracle  can  we 
explain  the  growth  of  the  church  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  property  in  such  a  short  time.  Only 
through  His  love  in  others  have  we  been  able  to 
survive  these  growing  years. 

Our  sincere  and  deep  appreciation  is  extended  to 
the  National  Mission  Board  and  to  each  and  every 
Brethren  member  who  helped  in  our  endeavor. 
This  is  what  has  made  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church  a  reality. 

— Marvin  E.  Eastlund,  M.D. 

Moderator,  Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church 


Editor's    note 

The  following  letters  were  received  shortly  after 
publication  of  the  May  issue.  These  letters  were  not 
published  at  that  time  due  to  discussions  in  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company 
concerning  editorial  guidelines  for  the  Evangelist  and 
publication  of  readers'  responses.  We  apologize  for 
our  delay  in  sharing  these  letters  with  the  denomi- 
nation. 

At  its  September  1978  meeting,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  adopted  the  following  statement  as  its 
editorial  policy: 

"The  purpose  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist  is  to 
help  our  readers  become  effective  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  responsible,  active  participants  in  the  life, 
thought,  and  ministry  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

"To  fulfill  this  purpose,  the  magazine  will:  1)  pre- 
sent a  biblically-based  content  that  motivates  readers 
to  make  application  to  their  daily  lives:  2)  give 
updated  information  on  the  ministries  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church;  and  3)  provide  a  forum  for  the  inter- 
change of  varying  viewpoints  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church  as  a  whole  and  of  its  members  as 
individuals." 


"Biblical    Leadership    in    the   Church" 

My  thanks  to  Brother  Stephen  Swihart  for  his 
enlightening   article   on   leadership  in  the  church. 

One  sentence  in  the  article  needs  further  explora- 
tion. He  said:  ".  .  .  edification  is  only  achieved 
when  each  person  fulfills  the  function  for  which 
he  or  she  was  gifted  of  God."  Then  he  slides  too 
easily  into  identifying  the  roles  that  will  be  filled. 

My  contention  is  that  we  too  easily  assume  the 
church  experiencing  non-growth  is  organized  all 
wrong.  If  only  we  retitle  the  committees  and  chair- 
men, everything  will  be  all  right.  The  "official 
board  and  thirty-four  other  contributing  boards 
and  committees"  can  function  just  as  well  as  any 
other  church  organization  if,  first,  the  church  body 
is  led  by  the  Spirit  in  selecting  those  people  who 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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serve  on  the  boards  and  committees;  and  secondly, 
(if)  those  selected  make  and  maintain  a  personal 
commitment  to  service  of  the  highest  quality  and 
enthusiasm.  Of  equal  importance  to  the  titles  we 
select  is  the  challenge  to  fit  the  person  to  the 
responsibility,  and  then  helping  them  maintain 
the  necessary  level  and  direction  in  their  efforts — 
helping  them  fulfill  "the  function  for  which  he 
or  she  was  gifted  of  God." 

Since  the  reorganized  church  at  Elkhart  is 
functioning  so  well  with  the  new  organization, 
certainly  this  was  the  correct  step  for  them.  I 
would  be  interested  in  knowing  how  many  people 
serve  on  the  two  elected  bodies  at  Elkhart  First 
Brethren,  and  Brother  Swihart's  definition  of 
"working  fantastically  well." 

Information  of  that  nature  would  help  me 
evaluate  the  success  of  his  reorganization  pro- 
posal for  my  church.  However,  it  is  not  necessarily 
true  that  what  is  being  successful  one  place  is  the 
solution  for  another  place. 

— Charles    G.    Beekley 
Ashland,  Ohio 


Pastor  Steve  Swihart's  article,  "Biblical  Lead- 
ership in  the  Church,"  is  itself  biblical  leadership. 
Thanks  for  this  balanced  study  and  in  an  era  of 
extremes  and  abuses  in  ecclesiology.  Gifts  and 
offices  both  cry  out  for  proper  alignment  for  the 
Body's  sake. 

— Douglas  S.   Denbow 
Ashland,  Ohio 


An  article  in  the  (May)  issue  of  the  Brethren 
Evangelist  is  unacceptable  for  publication,  and  we 
are  distressed  that  it  was  allowed  in  our  church 
magazine. 

"Biblical  Leadership  in  the  Church"  by  Stephen 
Swihart  is  filled  with  dangerous  ideas,  half  truths 
and  erroneous  statements.  .  .  .  We  are  surprised 
that  editorship  which  has  been  theologically  trained 
would  have  found  it  acceptable! 

The  thrust  of  his  ideas  and  thoughts  are  that 
he,  and  maybe  a  select  few,  run  everything  and 
rule  everyone  to  the  point  that  there  is  no 
democracy  in  the  church  (p.  7,  par.  2).  He  lifts 
Scripture  out  of  context  and  does  not  consider 
the  full  weight  of  God's  Word.  The  whole  point 
of  his  "shepherding"  idea  by  elders  is  not  only 
the  spiritual  concern  for  members  but  also  the 
material  (p.  7,  #3).  .  .  . 

Local,  district  and  national  levels  of  church 
government,  according  to  the  author,  are  to  be 
conducted  by  leaders/elders  only  (p.  7,  par.  3). 
Where  is  any  equality  of  believers?  We  are  all 
priests— I  Pet.  2:5;  Rev.  1:6,  5:10,  20:6. 

...  It  would  take  a  lengthy  document  to  show 


all  the  errors  of  (this)  article,  which  is  not  the 
intent  of  this  letter.  However,  we  respectfully  re- 
quest that  no  further  articles  of  this  nature  .  .  . 
be  published  in  the  Brethren  Evangelist  and  that 
more  careful  editing  be  practiced  by  the  staff. 

George  Solomon's  article,  "Homosexuality  and 
God's  Word,"  is  an  excellent  item,  and  we  would 
encourage  the  publication  of  such  sound  writings 
as  that  or  Alvin  Shifflett's  "The  Salt  Shaker." 

— Ray,   Bonnie,   and   Beverly   Summy 
Ashland,  Ohio 


A  number  of  recent  articles  in  the  Evangelist 
have  been  stimulating.  The  May  issue,  in  parti- 
cular, carried  several  thought-provoking  pieces. 
Since  responses  to  them  were  invited,  may  I  offer 
a  few  comments  on  "Biblical  Leadership  in  the 
Church"? 

(1)  The  article  makes  a  sharp  distinction  be- 
tween the  Holy  Spirit's  ministry  gifts  to  individ- 
uals (showing  mercy,  helping,  etc.)  and  office 
gifts  for  the  church  (apostle,  prophet,  etc).  The 
latter  are  to  lead  the  church,  the  key  office  being 
that  of  ruling  congregational  elder  (presbyter). 
The  problem  is  this:  the  chief  passage  describing 
office  gifts  (Ephesians  4)  never  mentions  elders. 
In  such  a  letter  as  Ephesians — both  systematically 
arranged  and  written  for  wide  circulation — that 
omission  is  important.  It  suggests  that  Paul  did 
not  teach  a  single  universal  system  of  local  church 
government. 

In  fact,  if  such  a  biblical  pattern  were  com- 
manded, we  should  expect  to  find  it  rooted  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus.  But  nowhere  do  the  Gospels 
report  any  instruction  from  our  Lord  on  how  local 
groups  of  His  disciples  are  to  be  organized.  This 
is  hardly  accidental.  His  silence  on  the  matter 
allows  for  the  possibility  of  adaptation  and 
flexibility. 

(2)  The  article  asserts  that  every  church  of  the 
New  Testament  had  at  least  two  elders.  This  may 
have  been  true,  but  it  is  an  inference  rather  than 
a  matter  of  fact.  For  example,  we  know  more 
about  the  Corinthian  church  than  any  other  first- 
generation  Christian  body.  Yet  nowhere  in  Paul's 
letters  to  Corinth  are  local  elders  referred  to. 
Strong  leadership  from  ruling  elders  would  have 
prevented  some  of  the  apostle's  heartaches  with 
that  church.  But  if  there  were  such  men  in  Corinth, 
the  Bible  never  mentions  them. 

It  may  be  that  a  plurality  of  elders  was  a  com- 
mon pattern  of  organization  in  the  earliest  church- 
es. But  we  simply  do  not  have  enough  information 
to  declare  that  it  was  universal.  If  elders  existed 
in  the  chief  missionary  center,  Antioch  of  Syria, 
we  know  nothing  of  them.  Several  house  churches 
may  have  been  meeting  in  Rome  (Romans  16), 
but  Paul  makes  no  reference  to  elders  there.  The 
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two  letters  to  the  Thessalonians  are  likewise  silent 
about  elders.  In  fact,  Paul  never  mentions  elders 
in  any  of  his  letters  to  churches. 

(3)  Local  elders  are  said  to  be  elected  by  the 
congregation  to  rule  over  it.  The  problem:  no- 
where does  the  New  Testament  teach  or  report 
the  election  of  congregational  elders.  The  apostles 
put  forward  a  replacement  for  Judas  in  the  Twelve 
(Acts  1),  and  the  Jerusalem  believers  chose  the 
Seven  (Acts  6).  But  all  biblical  references  to  the 
choosing  of  local  elders  describe  them  as  being 
appointed  for  the  churches  by  apostles  or  apostolic 
deputies   (Acts  14:23;  Titus  1:5). 

(4)  The  article  rightly  notes  that  church  gov- 
ernment by  ruling  elders  requires  congregational 
submission,  and  that  for  this  mature  disciples  are 
needed.  The  problem  of  undisciplined,  immature 
church  members  is  indeed  serious,  and  we  need  to 
resolve  it  in  our  congregations.  But  we  must  ask 
what  is  the  biblical  mandate  for  denying  church 
membership  to  certain  baptized  believers  in  order 
to  preserve  a  predetermined  level  of  spiritual 
maturity.  The  New  Testament  seems  to  present 
baptism  and  church  membership  as  two  aspects  of 
a  single  reality.  To  baptize  a  person  and  then  deny 
him  or  her  church  membership  seems  to  say  that 
one  can  be  a  child  of  the  King  without  being  a 
member  of  the  royal  family.  Sonship,  however, 
always  involves  brotherhood. 

"The  old  Brethren"  of  the  last  century  solved 
the  question  at  a  different  point.  They  declined 
to  baptize  children.  No  one,  they  felt,  was  ready 
to  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  until  adulthood. 
So  repentance,  faith,  baptism,  and  church  member- 
ship all  waited  until  one  could  assume  both  the 
privileges  and  responsibilities  of  being  an  adult. 
Such  a  solution  has  problems  within  it,  but  it  may 
have  the  advantage  of  greater  consistency. 

The  biblical  pattern  for  church  government  does 
not  seem  so  unified  as  some  might  .imagine,  nor 
is  it  so  simple  that  a  child  can  grasp  it.  We  need 
to  distinguish  historical  reporting  from  what  is 
specifically  commanded.  Much  in  Scripture  is 
exemplary  rather  than  mandatory.  The  system  of 
congregational  government  by  ruling  elders  proved 
to  be  unstable  in  the  early  church.  It  soon  gave 
way  to  an  episcopal  rule  by  bishops,  patriarchs, 
and  pope. 

— Jerry  Flora 
Ashland,    Ohio 


As  I  began  to  read  the  article  on  "Biblical  Lead- 
ership in  the  Church"  appearing  in  the  May  issue 
of  the  Brethren  Evangelist,  I  was  saying  to  my- 
self, "Right  on!"  We  do  need  more  dynamic  lead- 
ership in  the  Brethren  Church,  and  those  with 
these  gifts  should  not  be  afraid  to  assert  leader- 
ship, and  the  body  of  believers  should  permit  them 


to  lead,  supporting  their  leadership  with  "follow- 
ership,"   prayers,   encouragement   and  trust. 

However,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  conclusions 
to  which  the  author  arrives  regarding  church 
membership.  He  writes,  "Applicants  for  member- 
ship are  required  to  carefully  read  our  constitu- 
tion (and  any  other  literature  deemed  appropriate 
by  the  elders  of  the  church).  They  are  then  inter- 
viewed by  a  body  of  elders  to  establish  their  con- 
version, doctrinal  position,  and  spiritual  character. 
Only  those  persons  who  demonstrate  a  measure  of 
completeness  in  these  areas  will  be  considered 
qualified  for  the  privileges  of  church  membership." 

(1)  One  group  of  "sinners  saved  by  grace"  (the 
elders)  to  sit  in  judgment  on  another  group  of 
"sinners  saved  by  grace"  sounds  like  someone  is 
trying  to  play  god.  Who  of  us  can  know  what  is 
in  another's  heart — determine  his  conversion? 
Earlier  in  the  article  the  writer  says,  "Peter  strict- 
ly charged  the  elders  not  to  be  'lording  it  over 
those  allotted  to  (their)  charge'  (I  Pet.  5:3).  There 
are  several  reasons  for  this  exhortation. 

"First,  superiority  is  not  a  proper  attitude  for 
a  leader.  True  leadership  seeks  to  serve  the 
church,  not  to  lord  it  over  the  church.  .  .  ." 

These  statements  appear  to  be  contradictory. 
What  is  being  suggested  at  the  close  of  the  article 
looks  like  the  pope  and  his  cardinals  kind  of  rule. 
There  is  a  very  thin  line  between  leadership  and 
dictatorship,  and  those  who  have  been  given  the 
gift  of  leadership  must  be  very  careful  not  to 
move  from  the  first  to  the  latter. 

(2)  This  exclusion  from  church  membership  of 
all  but  those  "who  demonstrate  a  measure  of 
completeness"  is  contrary  to  what  I  find  in  the 
New  Testament  churches.  In  Corinth,  especially, 
we  see  a  church  with  members  who  were  far  from 
being  able  to  demonstrate  a  measure  of  complete- 
ness, but  Paul  refers  to  them  as  "saints"  and  only 
requires  that  the  "fornicator"  of  chapter  5  be 
excommunicated.  Paul  often  refers  to  believers  as 
"babes  in  Christ."  He  never  viewed  them  as  com- 
plete or  perfect  (he  didn't  even  see  himself  in  that 
light).  The  church  was  the  nursery — the  nurturing 
place  to  care  for  the  baby  Christians  as  well  as 
the  adult  Christians,  feeding  milk  or  meat,  which- 
ever was  appropriate.  But  nowhere  do  we  find 
them  excluded  from  church  membership! 

(3)  I  also  disagree  with  the  statement  that 
"congregational  membership  entitles  one  to  the 
privilege  of  .  .  .  holding  an  office."  Here  is  where 
leadership  must  be  exercised  and  the  direction  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  sought  lest  we  thrust  a  new  Chris- 
tian into  responsibilities  beyond  his  readiness.  But 
not  exclusion  from  membership! 

Keep  up  these  fine  articles!  I  especially  enjoyed 
the  one  in  the  May  issue  "Death  as  Birth." 

— George    W.    Solomon 
Derby,  Kansas 
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news  from   the   Brethren   Church 


Moderator's  Report 

by   Rev.   Duane   Dickson 

The  90th  General  Conference  is  now 
history.  I  have  read  the  minutes  several 
times,  and  as  I  read  I  am  more  and  more 
impressed  with  the  significance  of  the 
business  that  was  transacted.  I  am  also 
impressed  with  the  ability  of  the  Brethren 
to  handle  difficult  business  transactions 
and  still  maintain  a  spirit  of  love.  I  want 
to  commend  you  for  your  willingness  to 
work  together  in  love. 

The  new  Conference  Executive  Com- 
mittee has  met  to  consider  some  priority 
issues  that  were  referred  to  us.  We  have 
retained  Rev.  Smith  Rose  as  "Executive 
Secretary  of  General  Conference."  We  feel 
that  his  experience  in  the  Central  Council 
Office  is  extremely  valuable  to  us  as  we 
assume  the  leadership  role  that  Confer- 
ence has  assigned  us. 

The  first  two  meetings  of  the  Executive 
Committee  were  primarily  organizational. 
We  plan  to  meet  with  the  resource  com- 
mittee in  November  as  directed  by  General 
Conference.  If  you  have  information  that 
you  feel  will  be  of  value  to  the  Confer- 
ence, please  feel  free  to  send  it  to  me. 
Every  suggestion  will  be  considered.  We 
are  greatly  concerned  about  the  needs  of 
the  individual  church,  and  we  want  to 
make  every  effort  to  represent  you  as  we 
plan   General  Conference. 

I  am  planning  to  attend  every  district 
conference,  for  the  Executive  Committee 
feels  that  it  is  extremely  important  that 
I  am  directly  available  to  you.  I  will  be 
extremely  disappointed  if  you  do  not 
bring  your  suggestions  to  me.  I  do  not 
intend  to  impose  myself  on  any  confer- 
ence program,  but  I  am  your  representa- 
tive and  I  want  to  be  available. 

Let's  join  hands  together  in  love  and 
walk  into  the  harvest  field  with  the  con- 
fidence that  God  will  bless  our  work,  AND 
HE  WILL! 

(This  month  we  introduce  a  new  column 
by  our  General  Conference  Moderator,  Rev. 
Duane  Dickson.  Rev.  Dickson  will  be  using 
this  monthly  column  to  keep  the  denom- 
ination informed  of  the  work  of  the  new 
Executive  Committee  and  to  share  his 
insights  into  the  work  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  Ed.) 


issBon    lour  rianne 
to  South  America 


Burlington,  Ind. — Plans  are  progressing  for  the 
third  work  and  worship  tour  to  the  Brethren  mis- 
sion fields  in  South  America.  The  tour  is  being 
organized  by  Mr.  James  A.  Payne. 

A  three-week  tour  is  planned,  with  departure 
from  Miami  scheduled  for  February  9,  1979,  and 
return  to  Miami  set  for  March  2. 

First  stop  on  the  tour  is  Medellin,  Colombia, 
where  the  tour  group  will  spend  one  week.  Then 
on  February  16,  the  tour  members  will  fly  to 
Argentina  where  they  will  be  for  the  remainder 
of  the  tour.  The  first  four  days  in  Argentina 
(February  16-19)  will  be  spent  in  Buenos  Aires, 
followed  by  three  days  (February  20-22)  in  Cor- 
doba, and  six  days  (February  23-28)  in  the  Rosario 
area.  While  in  Rosario  tour  members  will  attend 
the  Spiritual  Conference  of  Brethren  Churches  of 
Argentina,  to  be  held  February  25-28. 

On  March  1  the  tour  group  will  fly  from  Rosario 
to  Buenos  Aires  in  preparation  for  the  return  flight 
to  Miami  on  March  2. 

Cost  for  the  tour  will  be  approximately  $1000, 
with  a  $50  deposit  required  by  December  1,  1978, 
and  the  balance  due  by  January  5,  1979. 

Persons  interested  in  becoming  a  part  of  this 
tour  should  contact  James  A.  Payne,  Rt.  3,  Russia- 
ville,   Ind.  46979    (phone  317-883-7149). 


Sisterhood  program  materials 
now  available 

The  Brethren  Church  now  has  complete  program 
materials  for  local  Sisterhood  groups.  These  new 
materials  include  devotional  programs,  missionary 
emphases,  games,  crafts,  and  all  other  elements 
necessary  for  a  well-rounded  girls'  ministry.  This 
is  the  first  time  that  such  a  comprehensive  pro- 
gram has  been  available  for  use  in  our  local 
Sisterhoods. 

The  materials  are  divided  into  four  age  groups — 
grades  1-3,  grades  4-6,  junior  high,  and  senior  high. 
For  each  age  group  there  is  a  handbook  for  the 
girls  and  a  leader's  packet  for  the  patroness.  The 
program  is  based  on  individual  and  group  goals 
for  the  girls  in  areas  such  as  family  relations, 
Bible  reading,  social  development,  craft  skills, 
and  missionary  projects. 

These  new  materials  can  be  ordered  from  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  524  College  Avenue, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  You  are  welcome  to  write 
for  samples. 
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Dorothy  Carpenter  honored 
for  25  years  at  AC 


Ashland,  Ohio — Dorothy  I.  Carpenter,  chairman 
of  the  mathematics  department  and  associate  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  Ashland  College,  was 
honored  in  September  for  25  years  of  service  to 
the  college. 

AC  President  Arthur  L.  Schultz  presented  Miss 
Carpenter  a  25-year  certificate  at  the  first  fall 
meeting  of  the  college  staff,  faculty,  and  admin- 
istration on  September  6.  Also  recognized  for  25 
years  of  service  to  Ashland  College  were  Oliver 
Chorpening,  emeritus  coordinator  of  educational 
materials  and  research,  and  Thomas  C.  VanOsdall, 
professor  of  chemistry. 

Miss  Carpenter  is  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  where  she  serves 
as  the  financial  secretary.  She  is  also  the  treasurer 
of  the  national  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 

A  native  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Miss  Carpenter 
was  graduated  from  Ashland  College  with  a  bach- 
elor of  arts  degree  in  math  and  English.  She 
attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  received 
her  master  of  arts  degree  in  math  history  and 
mathematics  from  the  University  of  Michigan. 
She  has  done  additional  graduate  work  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  Purdue  University,  Uni- 
versity of  Wyoming,  and  Monclair  (N.J.)  State 
College.  She  joined  the  Ashland  College  faculty  in 
1S53. 

Prior  to  coming  to  AC,  Miss  Carpenter  spent 
several  years  teaching  junior  high  and  high  school 
mathematics  and  English.  She  also  served  as  an 
instructor  at  Denison  and  Cornell  Universities. 
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Miss  Dorothy  Carpenter  received  a  certificate  for 
her  25  years  of  service  to  Ashland  College  from 
AC   President  Arthur  L.   Schultz. 


Dr.  Fred  Burkey  speaks  at  AC  convocation 


Ashland,  Ohio — Dr.  Frederick  T.  Burkey,  the  new 
Director  of  Religious  Affairs  and  Campus  Ministry 
at  Ashland  College,  was  the  speaker  at  the  second 
college  convocation  of  the  1978  fall  semester,  which 
was  held  on  September  13.  The  purpose  of  the 
convocation  was  to  introduce  the  new  Office  of 
Religious  Affairs  and  Campus  Ministry  to  the 
college  community  and  to  present  the  objectives 
of  this  office. 

According  to  Dr.  Burkey,  the  first  goal  of  his 
office  is  to  contribute  to  the  objectives  of  Ashland 
College,  as  these  are  stated  in  the  college  cata- 
logue. He  added  that  his  specific  goal  is  to  help 
students  develop  a  Christian  philosophy  of  life. 
In  this  connection  Burkey  noted  that  he  wants  to 
work  with  all  the  Christian  organizations  on  cam- 


pus and  that  he  hopes  to  see  Bible  studies  devel- 
oped in  all  the  residence  halls. 

A  second  objective  of  his  office,  according  to 
Burkey,  is  to  provide  pastoral  care  for  the  campus. 
He  wants  to  provide  a  ministry  for  students  who 
are  sick,  depressed,  homesick,  or  having  problems. 

Burkey  announced  that  in  carrying  out  the 
campus  ministry,  he  will  be  aided  by  Mr.  Jim 
Miller,  a  first-year  seminary  student  from  Johns- 
town, Pa.  Miller  will  work  with  Alpha  Theta  and 
with  Bible  studies  in  the  men's  residence  halls. 
Also  working  with  Burkey  will  be  Miss  Judy 
Gifford,  from  Derby,  Kans.,  who  will  coordinate  the 
women's  ministry. 

An  attentive  audience  of  approximately  65  stu- 
dents and  10  to  12  AC  faculty  and  administration 
members  was  present  for  the  convocation. 
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Frank  W.  Garber  deceased 


Rev.  Frank  W.  Garber  passed  from,  this  life  on 
July  26,  1978,  at  the  age  of  92  years  and  11  months. 
He  was  a  member  and  former  pastor  of  the 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  Brethren  Church. 

Frank  W.  Garber  was  born  August  26,  1885,  at 
Creston,  Iowa,  to  Rev.  John  and  Rosetta  Garber. 
At  the  age  of  seven  he  accepted  Jesus  as  his  per- 
sonal savior. 

On  March  4,  1S06,  Frank  was  joined  in  holy 
matrimony  to  Gracie  Merrill.  To  this  union  was 
born  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Gracie  passed 
from  this  life  April  26,  1948. 

On  January  4,  1950,  Frank  married  Helen 
Gassett,  who  survives.  Three  sisters  and  three 
brothers  preceded  him  in  death. 

Garber  filed  on  a  homestead  northwest  of 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  in  January  1910  and  brought 
his  family  to  Wyoming  on  July  10th  of  the  same 
year. 

Rev.  Garber  was  ordained  to  the  Brethren  min- 
istry in  October  1945,  and  he  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church,  which 
was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1949.  He  served  as 
the  pastor  of  this  church  until  the  spring  of  1963, 
when  he  suffered  a  stroke  which  forced  his 
retirement. 

Rev.  Garber  is  survived  by  his  wife  Helen,  three 
sons  (Osa,  Francis,  and  Walter),  two  daughters 
(Mrs.  Kenneth  White  and  Mrs.  Albert  Curtright), 
21  grandchildren,  62  great  grandchildren,  6  great, 
great  grandchildren,  and  several  step  children. 

Services  for  Rev.  Garber  were  held  at  the 
Schrader  Funeral  Home,  with  the  Rev.  Alwyn 
Wegner  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Cheyenne 
cemetery. 
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It  was  my  privilege  while  serving  the  congrega- 
tion in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  to  meet  and  become 
acquainted  with  Brother  Frank  Garber.  He  is  truly 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  country  and  the  Breth- 
ren Church. 

On  Brother  Garber's  90th  birthday,  the  congre- 
gation in  Cheyenne  presented  him  with  a  giant 
print  Bible.  This  gave  him  great  joy  during  the 
long  hours  he  spent  in  the  nursing  home  because 
of  a  fractured  leg.  In  fact,  he  was  always  reading 
God's  word.  He  read  that  Bible  through  several 
times  in  the  last  years  before  he  went  to  be  with 
his  Lord. 

He  told  me  that  many  things  had  happened  in 
his  life  that  caused  him  to  ask,  "Why,  Lord?"  But 
during  the  years  God  showed  him  why. 

And  even  though  physical  impairments  restricted 
him  to  a  nursing  home,  his  mind  was  not  dimmed 
nor  his  witness  diminished.  All  who  met  him  knew 
that  he  loved  his  Lord  Jesus. 

— Elder  Larry  Baker 


Cecil  R.  Bolton,  Jr. 


Cecil  R.  Bolton,  Jr.,  dies 


Cecil  R.  Bolton,  Jr.,  completed  his  earthly  min- 
istry September  2,  1978.  He  had  been  hospitalized 
for  most  of  ten  weeks  as  the  result  of  what  was 
finally  diagnosed  as  an  aneurysm.  Although  his 
condition  was  critical,  surgery  was  performed 
successfully  and  his  recovery  anticipated.  This  was 
not  to  be. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  September  5th 
at  the  Cameron  Brethren  Church  by  Smith  Rose. 
Interment  came  on  the  following  day  at  Belington, 
W.  Va.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Bolton  continues  to  share  in 
the  ministry  of  the  Cameron-Quiet  Dell  congrega- 
tions for  the  present,  as  she  did  during  the  time 
of  Cecil's  hospitalization. 

Cecil  was  born  in  Belington,  W.  Va.,  May  15, 
1914.  He  was  married  to  Eleanor  Wolfe  on  June  4, 
1951.  They  have  two  daughters,  Clara  and  Kaye, 
who  are  continuing  their  college  education. 

Cecil  attended  Alderson-Broaddus  and  Salem 
Colleges  in  W.  Va.,  receiving  his  A.B.  from  Salem. 
Later  he  completed  his  M.A.  at  West  Virginia 
University.  He  took  a  four-year  course  at  Bone- 
brake  Seminary  (now  United)  in  preparation  for 
his  ordination  in  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  in  1945.  Pastorates  served  were  Junior, 
Greenwood,  and  Terra  Alta  Station,  W.  Va.,  for  a 
total  of  eight  years. 

Further  theological  studies  resulted  in  a  Th.  B. 
degree  from  Lighthouse  Bible  College  and  a  Th.  M. 
degree  from  Pioneer  Theological  Seminary. 

Cecil  was  both  a  teacher  and  an  administrator 
in  the  public  schools  for  over  25  years,  sometimes 
along  with  his  ministry.  He  was  also  a  licensed 
realtor  and  served  as  a  security  guard. 

While  teaching  in  the  area  of  the  Gatewood 
Brethren  Church  in  West  Virginia,  he  began  attend- 
ing that  church,  later  being  baptised  and  received 
into  the  Brethren  Church  by  Smith  Rose.  In  1949 
he  was  ordained  in  the  Brethren  Church .  He 
served  four  years  as  pastor  at  Gatewood,  ten  years 
at  Cameron-Quiet  Dell,  four  years  at  Pleasant  Hill, 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Gene  Geaslen 


Gene  Geaslen  new  administrator 
of  Brethren's  Home 

Flora,  Ind. — Mr.  Gene  Geaslen  became  the  new 
administrator  of  the  Brethren's  Home  in  Flora  on 
September  18. 

He  replaced  Rosemary  Eddy,  who  resigned 
September  8.  Stan  Gentle  will  remain  as  the 
assistant   administrator  of  the  Home. 

Geaslen  was  Health  Care  Administrator  at  the 
Home  before  leaving  two  years  ago.  He  was  em- 
ployed at  Rockwood  Manufacturing  Co.  in  Ross- 
ville,  Ind.,  until  his  recent  appointment  as  admin- 
istrator of  the  Home. 

Geaslen,  34,  is  a  native  of  Hagerstown,  Md., 
where  he  was  graduated  from  South  Hagerstown 
High  School.  He  received  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
business  administration  from  Ashland  College  and 
has   taken  graduate  work  at  Indiana  University. 

A  member  of  the  Flora  First  Brethren  Church, 
Geaslen  has  served  as  church  moderator,  adult 
Sunday  school  superintendent,  and  teacher  of 
the  young  adult  Sunday  school  class.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Indiana  District  Board  of  Trustees, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company,  and  during  the  past  year  was  secretary 
of  the  National  Laymen's  Organization. 

Geaslen  and  his  wife  Linda  are  parents  of  two 
children,  Michelle,  7,  and  Chad,  4.  They  are  expect- 
ing a  third  child  in  December. 


Cecil  R.  Bolton,  Jr. 

(continued  from  previous  page) 

Ohio,  and  for  a  period  in  special  ministry  at  Hill- 
crest  (Dayton).  He  had  returned  in  May  1977  to 
serve  the  Cameron-Quiet  Dell  congregations. 

His  heart  was  in  the  Brethren  Church,  and  even 
when  he  was  not  serving  a  pastorate,  he  continued 
to  express  an  openness  to  God's  call  for  pastoral 
service.  One  of  his  special  joys  was  fellowshipping 
and  serving  in  the  Pennsylvania  District. 

—Rev.  Smith  F.  Rose 


Brethren  House  team 
holds  fall  workshops 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla. — The  Brethren  House  Minis- 
tries team  led  a  number  of  Christian  education 
workshops  in  September  and  early  October.  These 
workshops  were  held  from  Tennessee  north 
through  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  and  west 
as  far  as  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Brethren  House  Ministries  is  one  facet  of  the 
Home  Missions  program  of  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church.  This  report  is  being  made 
to  assist  in  describing  the  scope  and  outreach  of 
this  Brethren  Home  Mission  ministry. 

Following  is  the  itinerary  of  these  fall  work- 
shops. 

September  16,  1978:  Signal  Mountain  Presby- 
terian Church,   Signal  Mountain,  Tennessee. 

September  18  and  19:  Woodmont  Christian 
Church,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

September  20  and  21 :  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  Fairborn,  Ohio. 

September  23:  First  Congregational  Church, 
Rochester,  Michigan. 

September  24:  Faith  Lutheran  Church,  Sidney, 
Michigan. 

September  25  and  26:  Christ  Community 
Church,  Spring  Lake,  Michigan. 

September  29  and  30:  Evangelical  Covenant 
Conference,  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin. 

October   1:     First   Congregational   Church,   Wa- 


terloo, Iowa. 

October  3: 
Kansas. 

October  5: 

Missouri. 

October  7: 
nada,  Mississippi. 


First  Presbyterian  Church,  Topeka, 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Joplin, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Gre- 


-Phil  Lersch 


Assn.  of  Brethren  Church  Teachers 
begins  second  year 

The  Association  of  Brethren  Church  Teachers  is 
now  beginning  its  second  year  of  service  to  the 
Christian  educators  of  our  denomination.  Present 
membership  is  almost  400. 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education, 
the  ABCT  is  designed  to  provide  ideas,  resources, 
and  training  for  Sunday  school  teachers  and 
superintendents,  pastors,  and  youth  leaders.  Mem- 
bers receive  a  quarterly  ideas  magazine,  a  bi- 
monthly resource  newsletter,  and  discounts  at 
BCE  sponsored  training  sessions  such  as  the  ABCT 
Seminars  now  being  planned  for  spring  1979. 

Membership  forms  can  be  obtained  from  the 
BCE,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio,  44805. 
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Terry  and  Sandy  Lodico  (left)  were 

set   apart   for   their   work   at 

Medina    at    the    meeting    of    the 

Ohio  Conference  in  September. 

Present  for  the  consecration  service 

from  Medina   were  Donna  Elsaesser 

(center)  and  Audrey  and  Robert 

Coode. 
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photo  by  Fred  Burkey 


Terry  Lodico  new  pastor  at  Medina 


Medina,  Ohio — Rev.  Terry  Lodico  has  become  the 
first  pastor  of  the  Medina  Bible  Fellowship,  the 
new  Brethren  Home  Mission  Church  being  started 
in  Medina  by  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board.  He 
began  serving  the  Medina  congregation  on 
October  1. 

Rev.  Lodico  is  from  Jamestown,  New  York.  He 
attended  Ashland  College,  graduating  with  a  B.A. 
degree  in  1974,  and  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
from  which  he  received  his  M.  Div.  degree  in  1978. 

During  the  summer  of  1974,  Lodico  served  as 
assistant  pastor  of  the  Burlington,  Ind.,  Brethren 


Church.  He  served  as  youth  minister  in  the  Rich- 
mond Methodist  Church,  Willard,  Ohio,  from 
1975  to  1976,  and  from  1977  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber 1978  he  was  youth  coordinator  for  the  Smith- 
ville,    Ohio,    Brethren    Church. 

Terry's  wife,  Sandra,  is  from  Monroe  Falls, 
Ohio,  near  Akron.  She  attended  Nyack  Missionary 
College  for  two  years,  and  graduated  from  Malone 
College  in  Canton,  Ohio.  Sandy  has  also  studied 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

A  consecration  service  was  held  for  the  Lodicos 
at  the  Ohio  District  Conference  on  September  16. 


Brush  Valley  holds  Appreciation  Night 
for  Fred  Miller  and  Darrell  Crissman 


Adrian,  Pa. — The  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church 
held  an  Appreciation  Night  for  Fred  Miller,  Jr., 
and  Darrell  Crissman  on  Sunday  evening,  August 
27.  The  purpose  of  the  occasion  was  to  recognize 
these  two  young  men  for  their  service  as  Summer 
Crusaders  this  past  summer. 

During  the  Appreciation  Night  service,  Fred 
and  Darrell  shared  reports  of  their  experiences  as 
Crusaders.  Fred  served  with  the  Camp  Unit,  and 
Darrell  served  with  the  Music/Drama  Unit.  Special 
music  for  the  service  was  provided  by  Carl  Croyle 
and  his  son  Dan. 

An  offering  was  taken  for  Fred  and  Darrell 
during  the  service.  The  church  recognized  that  the 
$40  a  week  that  each  of  the  two  Crusaders  received 
during  the  summer  was  not  nearly  as  much  as 
they  could  have  earned  in  industry  or  other  jobs. 
Therefore  this  offering  was  taken  to  help  the  men 
with    their   college   education.    The   total   offering 


was  $482,  which  was  divided  equally  between  the 
two. 

Both  Fred  and  Darrell  are  preparing  for  the 
Christian  ministry.  Fred  is  a  junior  at  Penn  State, 
majoring  in  religion,  and  Darrell  is  a  freshman  at 
Geneva  Colege,  also  majoring  in  religion. 

Rev.  Tom  Kidder,  pastor  of  the  Brush  Valley 
Brethren  Church,  notes  that  during  the  first  99 
years  of  the  church's  history,  no  member  had 
ever  become  a  minister.  Then  in  1975,  the  100th 
year  of  the  Brush  Valley  Church,  Earl  Crissman, 
a  member  of  the  congregation,  graduated  from 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  Rev.  Crissman  is 
now  pastor  of  the  Berkey  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

As  mentioned  above,  both  Fred  and  Darrell  are 
presently  in  college  preparing  for  the  Christian 
ministry.  In  addition,  two  other  younger  fellows 
in  the  congregation  have  made  tentative  commit- 
ments to  the  ministry. 
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David  Long  and  Thomas  S prowls, 
Jr.,    of    Berlin    received   Eagle 
Scout  Awards  on   August  27. 
Pictured   here   (left   to   right) 
are  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Long,  David, 
scoutmaster  Lester   Coslic, 
Thomas,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas 
S  prow  Is,   Sr. 


Thomas  Sprowls,  David  Long  receive 
Eagle  Scout  Awards 


Berlin,  Pa. — Thomas  E.  Sprowls,  Jr.,  and  David 
W.  Long  of  the  Berlin  Brethren  Church  were 
presented  Eagle  Scout  Awards  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, August  27,  1978.  The  service  honoring  the 
boys  was  held  in  the  Berlin  Brethren  Church  aud- 
itorium, with  approximately  200  family  members, 
friends,  and  fellow  scouts  in  attendance. 

Thomas  and  David,  who  are  in  the  same  Brethren 
Sunday  school  class  and  the  same  high  school 
class,  are  the  first  to  receive  the  Eagle  Scout 
Award  in  Berlin  from  Scout  Troop  135  since  1930, 
when  S.  Garner  Pritz,  also  of  the  Berlin  Brethren 
Church,  received  his  award.  Mr.  Pritz,  a  former 
school  teacher  of  these  boys,  passed  away  in 
February  1978. 

Master  of  ceremonies  for  the  award  service 
was  Rev.  Greg  Pile  of  the  Rockwood  Lutheran 
Church,  an  ardent  scout  worker.  Scoutmaster 
Lester  Coslic  presented  the  boys'  careers  and  their 
work  for  eligibility,  plus  the  pins  and  plaques. 

The  mothers,  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Sprowls,  Sr.,  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  Long,  placed  the  pins  on  their  sons. 
The  plaques  were  presented  to  the  boys  by  their 
fathers,  Tom  and  John. 

Thomas  A.  Gerber,  a  troop  committeeman, 
presented  the  boys  with  gift  memberships  in  the 
National  Eagle  Scouts  Association  from  their 
Troop  135.  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills,  the  boys'  pastor, 
gave  the  honorees  their  charge. 


Bits   'n   Pieces 

Members  of  the  Cornerstone  Sunday  School 
Class  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oak  Hill, 
W.  Va.,  visited  the  Pinecrest  Nursing  Home  and 
the  Kate  Boone  Nursing  Home  on  September  8  and 
9.  The  purpose  of  the  visits  was  to  share  Christ's 
message  of  hope  and  to  celebrate  Grandparent's 
Day,  which  was  September  10. 


Representative  Kenneth  Halverson  was  present 
to  extend  congratulations  from  the  Pennsylvania 
House  of  Representatives  and  to  present  a  cer- 
tificate of  merit  to  the  boys  from  the  House. 

Following  the  award  service,  members  of  the 
parents'  Sunday  school  class  served  refreshments 
in  the  church  social  room. 

— M.   Geneva  Altfather 


Cheyenne  Brethren  hold  camp, 
conduct  Bible  school 

Cheyenne,  Wyo. — Twenty-two  campers  and  seven 
staff  members  from  the  Cheyenne  Brethren 
Church  spent  a  week  camping  in  the  mountains 
near  Cheyenne  August  14-18. 

The  camping  experience  included  a  thrilling, 
muddy  climb  up  the  rocky  mountain  trail,  the 
teaching  of  God's  word,  games,  nature  hikes,  sight- 
seeing, and  many  other  activities. 

Rev.  Albert  O.  Curtright,  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne 
Church,  noting  the  success  of  this  year's  camp, 
said,  "We  are  looking  forward,  if  the  Lord  so  wills, 
to  a  mountaintop  camping  experience  next  year." 

One  week  after  the  camp,  the  Cheyenne  Brethren 
Church  held  a  week  of  Bible  school.  The  response 
to  this  Bible  school  exceeded  their  expectations. 

Thirty-two  children  assembled  for  classes  the 
first  day,  and  attendance  increased  each  day  to 
a  high  of  44  on  Friday.  Twenty-four  students  had 
perfect  attendance. 

During  the  week  a  Bible  school  offering  was 
received,  which  will  go  for  the  work  of  the  Kumars 
in  India. 

Pastor  Curtright  added  to  his  report  of  these 
activities  this  note:  "We  covet  the  prayers  of 
the  Brethren  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  have  His 
way  and  that  the  name  of  Christ  may  be  glorified 
in  this  little  church  in  the  city  of  Cheyenne." 
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Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills  honored 
as  Outstanding  Community  Citizen 


Berlin,  Pa. — The  title  of  "Outstanding  Community 
Citizen"  was  bestowed  on  one  of  Berlin's  best- 
known  citizens — Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills — in  special 
community-night  ceremonies  held  August  9,  1978. 

Mr.  Doyle  Paul,  superintendent  of  the  Berlin 
Brethren  Church  Sunday  school,  was  master  of 
ceremonies  for  the  occasion,  which  was  held  at 
the  Hillcrest  Grange  in  Brothersvalley  Township. 

More  than  100  friends,  relatives,  and  associates 
of  Rev.  Mills  crowded  into  the  grange  hall  to  pay 
this  surprise  tribute.  A  large  group  of  official 
board  members,  choir  members,  and  members  of 
the  Berlin  Brethren  Church  congregation  were 
also  on  hand  to  add  their  best  wishes.  Rev.  Mills 
has  served  as  pastor  of  the  Berlin  Church  since 
1956. 

Rev.  Mills'  childhood  pastor,  Rev.  D.  C.  White, 
now  94  years  of  age,  was  present  at  the  celebration 
and  told  how  he  has  followed  the  life  of  Rev.  Mills 
and  how  he  has  prayed  for  his  success.  Since  his 
retirement,  Rev.  White  has  lived  in  Berlin,  which 
has  enabled  him  to  become  even  closer  to  the 
Mills  family. 

A  number  of  other  people  also  shared  their 
remembrances  of  Rev.  Mills.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Hoffman  recalled  many  memories  of  their  college 
days  with  Ralph  and  his  wife,  Miriam.  Mrs.  Donna 
Paul,  who  is  now  his  secretary,  gave  a  tribute  to 
camp  days  with  Rev.  Mills.  M.  Geneva  Altfather, 
a  deaconess  in  the  Berlin  Brethren  Church,  brought 
remarks,  including  her  own  adaptation  of  "Abou 
Ben  Adam."  Members  of  the  Bicentennial  Com- 
mittee, the  Berlin  Lion's  Club,  the  Berlin  Fire 
Department,  and  one  of  Rev.  Mills'  golf  partners 
told  of  many  happy  experiences  they  have  had 
with  Rev.  Mills. 

Special  music  for  the  celebration  was  provided 
by  a  men's  octet  and  by  Mr.  Sammy  Miller.  The 
men's  octet  sang  two  of  Rev.  Mills'  favorite  num- 
bers, "America  the  Beautiful"  and  "Let  There  Be 
Peace  on  Earth."  Mr.  Miller  played  several  selec- 
tions on  the  accordian.  Mr.  Miller's  wife,  Leora, 
was  also  recognized  for  having  served  20  years 
as  Rev.  Mills'  secretary. 

The  honoree,  his  wife,  Miriam,  and  their  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Beverly  Piatt,  were  given  seats  of  honor 
at  the  front  of  the  grange  hall.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mills' 
son,  Gary,  who  lives  in  New  Jersey,  was  unable  to 
attend. 

Berlin  has  been  home  to  the  Mills  family  longer 
than  any  other  community.  Rev.  Mills  spent  the 
first  19  years  of  his  life  in  Hagerstown,  Md.  Fol- 
lowing his  time  at  college,  Rev.  Mills  served  sev- 
eral congregations  before  coming  to  Berlin  in  1956. 

— Donna  and  Doyle  Paul 
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Success  in  marriage  consists  not  only  in  finding 
the  right  mate,  but  also  in  being  the  right  mate. 


Berlin  s  "Outstanding  Community  Citi- 
zen," Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills  (right),  and 
his  childhood  pastor,  Rev.  D.  C.   White. 


Pleasant  View  work  group 
spends   week   at   Riverside 

Vandergrift,  Pa. — Sixteen  members  of  the  Pleasant 
View  Brethren  Church,  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  spent  the 
week  of  June  10-17  working  and  worshiping  at 
Riverside  Christian  Training  School  at  Lost  Creek, 
Ky. 

This  is  the  third  year  in  a  row  that  a  group  of 
people  from  the  Pleasant  View  Church  has  gone 
to  Riverside  to  labor  for  the  Lord  and  the  school. 
They  were  joined  this  year  by  three  members  of 
the  Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church. 

Some  of  the  tasks  accomplished  during  the  last 
three  years  include  painting  the  rooms  of  the  boys' 
and  girls'  dorms,  putting  a  new  roof  on  and  making 
repairs  on  the  girls'  dorm,  and  making  blocks  for 
the  wall  of  the  new  library.  Many  other  jobs  too 
numerous  to  mention  were  also  completed. 

In  addition  to  sending  work  groups,  the  Pleasant 
View  Church  has  also  collected  and  sent  medicines, 
cleaning  supplies,  and  school  supplies  to  Riverside. 

Rev.  William  Walk  of  the  Pleasant  View  Breth- 
ren Church  says  of  the  church's  outreach  to  River- 
side, "As  pastor,  I  praise  the  Lord  for  this  lay- 
directed  missions  program." 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Andrew  York,  65th,  September  1.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Loree  Brethren  Church,  Bunker  Hill, 
Ind. 
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Dennis  and  Bonnie  Moss  (left)  and  Shirley  and 
Frederick  Easter  are  new  deacons  and  deaconesses 
of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church. 


Deacons  and  deaconesses  ordained 
at  Corinth  Brethren  Church 

Twelve  Mile,  Ind. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Easter 
and  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Moss  were  ordained 
deacons  and  deaconesses  in  the  Corinth  Brethren 
Church  in  a  special  service  held  July  9,  1978.  Rev. 
W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  pastor  of  the  College  Corner 
Brethren  Church,  presented  the  ordination  message 
for  the  service. 

The  record  of  the  action  of  the  church  calling 
for  ordination  was  read  by  Mrs.  Emma  Lee  Staller, 
the  church  secretary.  Mr.  Oscar  Conrad,  a  deacon 
of  the  church,  introduced  the  candidates. 

Questioning  of  the  candidates  was  conducted  by 
Rev.  Frederick  Snyder,  pastor  of  the  Corinth 
Brethren  Church.  Rev.  William  Kerner,  pastor  of 
the  Roann  First  Brethren  Church,  led  the  prayer 
following  the  questioning. 

Special  music  during  the  service  was  presented 
by  Rev.  Rodney  Thomas  and  his  wife,  Barbara. 
Rev.  Thomas  is  pastor  of  the  Huntington  First 
Brethren  Church. 

A  reception  in  honor  of  the  new  deacons  and 
deaconesses  was  held  following  the  service  of 
ordination. 


Focus    on    the    Family    is    theme 
of    Ohio    Conference 


Ashland,  Ohio — The  fall  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference of  Brethren  Churches  was  held  September 
16  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  Eighty-two  delegates  were 
present  for  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Fred  Burkey  made  a  presentation  entitled 
"Focus  on  the  Family"  during  the  opening  session 
of  the  conference.  He  looked  first  at  the  crisis  in 
the  American  family  as  seen  by  various  authori- 
ties and  then  considered  "What's  happening  to 
the  American  family?"  This  report  of  how  Ameri- 
cans view  the  current  family  situation  was  based 
on  a  survey  conducted  by  Better  Homes  and  Gar- 
dens magazine. 

Burkey  also  presented  some  of  the  biblical  bases 
for  family  living.  He  concluded  his  presentation 
by  stating  some  of  the  implications  for  our  church- 
es of  the  current  family  situation. 

Following  Burkey's  presentation,  Dr.  Don  Rine- 
hart  divided  the  conference  delegates  into  small 
groups  to  discuss  specific  needs  their  families 
have.  Each  group  was  asked  to  suggest  definite 
things  the  church  can  do  to  meet  these  needs. 

The  conference  business  session  was  led  by 
Ohio  Moderator  Larry  Bolinger.  During  this  ses- 
sion, Rev.  Duane  Dickson,  Moderator  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Brethren  Church,  discussed 
the  new  administrative  set-up  of  General  Confer- 


ence and  the  new  Executive  Committee.  He 
stressed  the  need  for  prayer  support  for  the  new 
committee  and  the  need  for  input  from  through- 
out the  brotherhood. 

Other  business  included  the  election  of  com- 
mittee members  and  reports  from  the  Ohio  Board 
of  Christian  Education  and  the  Ohio  District  Mis- 
sion Board.  In  its  report,  the  District  Mission 
Board  announced  that  Terry  Lodico  had  accepted 
a  call  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  new  Brethren 
Home  Mission  Church  in  Medina,  Ohio,  beginning 
October  1,  1978. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Brethren  Bible 
Church  of  Louisville,  Ohio,  requesting  recognition 
of  that  church  by  the  Ohio  District  Conference. 
This  letter  was  referred  to  the  Ohio  Board  of  Evan- 
gelists, who  are  to  meet  with  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Louisville  and  the  new  Brethren  Bible 
Church  to  evaluate  the  situation.  This  board  is  to 
bring  a  report  with  recommendations  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

Following  the  business  meeting,  a  brief  service 
of  consecration  was  held  for  Terry  and  Sandra 
Lodico  in  preparation  for  their  work  in  Medina. 

The  conference  concluded  with  meetings  of  the 
auxiliaries. 


October  1978 


29 


update 


«Mii:^i 


f 


HI 


»,, 


The  cast  of  "David  and  the  Giants." 
The  Carol  Choir  of  the  New 
Lebanon   Brethren   Church,   with 
the    help    of   some   Sunday   school 
boys  and  the  children's  choir  of 
a  neighboring  church,  put  on  a 
performance  of  this  Bible  story  with 
its   modern-day   application. 


New  Lebanon 
'David  and 


choir  presents 
the  Giants' 


New  Lebanon,  Ohio — If  you  had  stepped  into  a 
large  Sunday  school  classroom  at  the  New  Lebanon 
Brethren  Church  about  6:00  p.m.  on  a  Sunday 
evening  in  May,  you  would  have  witnessed  a  scene 
of  some  confusion  and  lots  of  excitement. 

One  husky  young  man  and  23  children,  third 
through  sixth  grade,  were  being  transformed  into 
characters  representing  the  Israelite  and  Philis- 
tine armies,  the  shepherd  boy  David,  King  Saul, 
the  Philistine  giant  Goliath,  and  some  20th  cen- 
tury giants.  They  were  preparing  for  a  presenta- 
tion of  the  musical-drama  "David  and  the  Giants," 
by  Trilby  Jordan  and  Albert  Zabel. 

The  presentation  was  a  project  of  the  New 
Lebanon  Carol  Choir.  With  only  eleven  members 
in  the  choir,  we  didn't  see  how  we  could  possibly 
do  a  musical,  but  we  launched  out  in  faith.  We 
were  able  to  recruit  a  children's  choir  from  the 
neighboring  Trinity  United  Church  of  Christ  to  be 
the  Philistine  army.  And  a  group  of  boys  from 
our  fifth  and  sixth  grade  Sunday  school  classes 
were  really  enthusiastic  about  being  20th  century 
giants. 

A  number  of  adults  were  also  very  supportive, 
some  designing  and  making  props  and  costumes, 
others  making  cookies  and  planning  the  social 
get-together  after  the  program.  And  three  high 
school  girls  and  our  faithful  accompanist,  Karen 
Ward,  provided  the  musical  accompaniment  on 
auto-harp,  flutes,  and  piano. 

A  very  attentive  and  responsive  audience  of 
about  175,  along  with  the  cast,  had  an  experience 
of  inspiration  and  awareness  we  will  long  remem- 
ber. The  armies  assembled  and  Goliath  challenged 
the  Israelites  to  send  a  champion  to  fight  him. 
David  accepted  the  challenge  and  prayed  for 
strength  for  the  task,  then  sang  a  song  of  sur- 
render and  of  dependence  on  the  Lord  before  meet- 
ing Goliath.  With  God's  help,  David  defeated  a 
much  stronger  adversary  and  right  triumphed 
over  wrong. 


Then  the  scene  changed  to  the  present  day.  The 
audience  gasped  as  the  "Bully"  grabbed  a  purse 
from  one  of  Our  older  ladies.  "Pollution"  entered, 
dropping  pop  cans  and  all  kinds  of  litter  down 
the  aisle.  "Vandalism"  tore  up  church  bulletins 
and  wrecked  a  baby's  toy.  "Greed"  elbowed  and 
shoved  his  way  through  the  chairs  to  get  to  the 
object  of  his  worship — money  and  things.  And 
"Selfishness"  showed  his  ugly  side  by  refusing 
to  take  time  to  respond  to  the  request  of  a  little 
child. 

These  "giants"  and  others  that  were  portrayed 
are  very  real.  The  church  may  seem  to  be  a  little 
David  in  their  midst.  But  that  doesn't  mean  we 
should  fold  our  hands  and  do  nothing  or  that  we 
should  retreat.  It  means,  instead,  that  we  must 
stand  firm  in  the  strength  of  our  God,  that  we 
must  keep  on  teaching,  loving,  praying,  working, 
giving,  and  showing  the  love  of  our  Savior  and 
His  way  to  those  around  us. 

The  message  of  the  musical  spoke  to  our  hearts, 
declaring  that  only  as  we  put  our  faith  and  trust 
in  David's  God  will  we  be  able  to  stand  amidst 
the  giants  that  threaten  us  today. 

— Norma  Dafler 


Membership  Growth 

County  Line:     2  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

North  Manchester:     4  by  baptism 

Loree:     4  by  baptism 

Ardmore:     2  by  baptism 

Wabash:     2  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

Brandon:     4  by  baptism 

Sarasota:     9  by  baptism 

Morrill:     28  by  baptism,  18  by  tranfer 
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David  Loi 


Roger  Simmons  is  new  minister 

Goshen,  Ind. — Roger  N.  Simmons  was  ordained 
into  the  Christian  Ministry  of  the  Brethren  Church 
on  July  9,  1978.  The  service  of  ordination  was 
conducted  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Goshen, 
Indiana. 

The  ordination  message  for  the  service  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Jerry  R.  Flora,  Associate  Professor 
of  Christian  Theology  at  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary. Other  Brethren  elders  participating  in  the 
service  were  Rev.  Spencer  Gentle,  pastor  of  the 
Goshen  Brethren  Church,  Rev.  M.  Virgil  Ingraham, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  and  Dr.  Charles  Munson,  Pro- 
fessor of  Practical  Theology  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

The  action  of  the  church  calling  for  Mr. 
Simmon's  ordination  was  read  by  Mr.  Gary  Gill, 
moderator  of  the  Goshen  First  Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  Max  Slabaugh  presented  a  vocal  solo  during 
the  service,  and  the  prelude  and  postlude  were 
played  by  Miss  Arleen  Crowe. 

Roger  Simmons  is  the  son  of  Norman  and  Betty 
Simmons.  Roger  was  born  on  November  25,  1951, 
in  Goshen,  and  on  November  26,  1961,  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Goshen  First  Brethren  Church. 

Roger  graduated  from  Goshen  High  School  in 
June  of  1970.  Following  high  school,  he  attended 
Ashland  College,  Goshen  College,  and  Asbury 
College,  receiving  his  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Asbury  in  June  of  1975.  From  1975  to  1978  he 
attended  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  from 
which  he  received  a  master  of  divinity  degree  on 
June  10,  1978. 

Roger  served  as  a  pastoral  intern  at  the  Goshen 
Brethren  Church  during  July  of  1976,  and  he  spent 
the  summer  of  1977  as  interim  pastor  of  the 
Chandon  Brethren  Church  in  Herndon,  Virginia. 

Since  September  9,  1972,  Roger  has  been  married 
to  the  former  Donna  Eileen  Yoxthimer  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Roger  and  Donna  have  one  child,  a  son 
—Daniel— born  March  13,  1978. 

Rev.  Roger  Simmons  is  now  serving  as  pastor 
of  the  Brethren  Church  in  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois. 


Missionary   David    Loi   ordained 

South  Bend,  Ind. — Brethren  missionary  David  Loi 
Lee-Hoot  was  ordained  a  Christian  minister  in  the 
Brethren  Church  on  August  20,  1978.  The  service 
was  held  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  where  David  is  a  member. 

Speaker  for  the  ordination  service  was  Rev. 
Philip  Keith  Bennett,  who  was  pastor  of  the  South 
Bend  Brethren  Church  when  David  became  a 
member.  Nine  other  Brethren  ministers  partici- 
pated in  the  service,  including  Missionary  Board 
President  Spencer  E.  Gentle,  Missionary  Board 
Vice  President  William  Kerner,  Missionary  Board 
General  Secretary  M.  Virgil  Ingraham,  Rev.  Smith 
F.  Rose,  Dr.  Richard  E.  Allison,  South  Bend  First 
Brethren  Pastor  Larry  R.  Baker,  Rev.  Gerald  A. 
Barr,  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Cole,  and  Rev.  John  C. 
Shultz. 

The  Joy  Generation  provided  special  music  dur- 
ing the  service,  and  Rev.  John  C.  Shultz  presented 
a  vocal  solo.  The  prelude  was  played  by  Mrs.  Jeri 
Gurtner. 

David  Loi  Lee-Hoot  was  born  February  8,  1945, 
in  Sibu,  Sarawak,  Malaysia,  the  only  child  of  Loi 
Pang-Ung  and  Sim  Ah-Lan.  He  attended  the 
Methodist  Theological  College  in  Sibu,  Sarawak, 
from  which  he  received  a  bachelor  of  theology 
degree  in  1968.  From  1970  to  1974  he  attended 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  receiving  his  mas- 
ter of  divinity  degree  in  1974.  While  attending 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  David  was  provided 
scholarship  funds  by  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  South  Bend. 

In  1964,  upon  his  graduation  from  high  school, 
David  Loi  made  a  decision  to  serve  God  in  missions. 
While  David  was  in  the  United  States,  the  Mission- 
ary Board  of  the  Brethren  Church  called  him  to 
mission  service,  and  at  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Brethren  Church  in  August  of  1974,  David  and 
his  fiancee',  Jenny  Ha  Mee-Ai,  were  consecrated 
for  missionary  service  in  Malaysia. 

Jenny  Ha  Mee-Ai  attended  Methodist  School  in 
Malaysia.  Upon  completion  of  high  school,  she 
and  David,  looking  forward  to  marriage  later,  de- 
termined that  nursing  would  be  a  good  career  for 
her  so  that  she  and  David  might  serve  the  Lord 
together.  Jenny  went  to  Southhampton  General 
Hospital,  Southhampton,  England,  in  1969  for 
nurses  training.  She  completed  her  general  and 
midwifery  training  in  1974. 

David  and  Jenny  were  married  on  September  12, 
1974.  They  have  one  child,  a  son — Stephen — born 
May  17,  1977. 

David  and  Jenny  have  been  serving  as  Brethren 
missionaries  to  Malaysia  since  September  1974. 
They  are  presently  serving  on  the  island  of 
Penang,  in  Western  Malaysia.  After  his  service 
of  ordination,  Rev.  Loi  and  his  wife  returned  to 
Malaysia  on  September  6,  1978. 
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In  Memory 


Weddings 


Russell  E.  Sipress,  74,  September  14.  Charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Ardmore,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Brian  Moore,  pastor. 

Merle  F.  Buck,  Sr.,  67,  September  12.  Member  of 
the  Ardmore,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Brian  Moore,  pastor. 

Dorothy  H.  Bowman,  73,  August  26.  Member  for 
60  years  of  the  College  Corner  Brethren  Church, 
Rt.  3,  Wabash,  Ind.  Services  by  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Paul  Todd. 

Gordon  Deck,  77,  August  26.  Member  of  the  Roann, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  William 
A.  Kerner,  pastor. 

Lee  Brooks,  84,  August  22.  Life-long  member  of 
the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 

Harry  Pennington,  66,  August  19.  Member  of  the 
Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 

Gail  Morrow,  81,  August  4.  Member  and  deaconess 
of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church,  Twelve  Mile,  Ind. 
Services  by  Fred  Snyder,  pastor,  and  Rev.  G. 
Bright  Hanna. 

Casper  Myron  Bollett,  67,  July  19.  Member  of  the 
Corinth  Brethren  Church,  Twelve  Mile,  Ind.  Ser- 
vices by  Fred  Snyder,  pastor,  and  Rev.  G.  Bright 
Hanna. 

Ralph  Jenkins,  66,  July  14.  Member  and  deacon  of 
the  Loree  Brethren  Church,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind.  Ser- 
vices by  Stephen  S.  Cole,  pastor. 

Verna  M.  Lenhart,  87,  July  7.  Member  of  the  Vinco, 
Pa.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Carl  H.  Phillips, 
pastor. 

Harry  Lynch,  86,  June  30.  Member  of  the  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  First  Brethren  Church. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Boothe,  83,  June  29.  Life-long  member 
of  the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Helene  L.  Hosteller,  61,  May  26.  Member  for 
51  years  of  the  South  Bend,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor. 

Mary  Price  Stewart,  79,  May  20.  Member  of  the 
Nappanee  First  Brethren  Church.  Mrs.  Stewart 
was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Clarence  Stewart,  a  pastor 
for  many  years  in  the  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Alvin  Shifflett,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Lucille  Estep,  70,  May  20.  Life-long  member 
of  the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 

Anna  B.  Newcomb,  May  14.  Member  of  the  Ser- 
geantsville,  N.J.,   Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  Hazel  Webb,  64,  May  1.  Member  of  the  Oak 
Hill,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  William 
R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 


Valerie  Thomas  to  David  Stonibaugh,  August  19, 
at  New  Hope  United  Brethren  Church,  Camden, 
Mich.  Groom  member  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Vickie  Eyman  to  Kerry  Worl,  August  19,  at  the 
Loree  Brethren  Church,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind.;  Stephen 
S.  Cole,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  member  of 
Loree  Brethren  Church. 

Susan  Lynette  Bolinger  to  Ricky  Lee  Dilyard, 
August  13,  at  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church; 
Larry  Bolinger,  pastor,  officiating  assisted  by 
Terry  Lodico.  Members  of  Smithville  Brethren 
Church. 

Anne  Georgina  Gushing  to  Gregory  Lynn  Rora- 
baugh,  August  12,  at  Daley  Christian  Church, 
Cairnbrook,  Pa.  Groom  member  of  Vinco,  Pa., 
Brethren  Church. 

Lana  Gift  to  Rick  Traver,  August  12,  at  Wayne 
Heights,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church;  Henry  Bates,  pas- 
tor, officiating.  Members  of  Wayne  Heights  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Deborah  Keim  to  William  Richardson,  August  12, 
at  Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  William 
Kerner,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of  Roann 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Cindy  Roan  to  Mark  Bever,  August  11,  at  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bryan,  Ohio.  Groom 
member  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church. 

Catherine  Comfort  to  Michael  Van  Duyne,  July  29, 
at  Winding  Waters  Brethren  Church,  Elkhart,  Ind.; 
John  Shultz,  pastor  of  Tiosa  Brethren  Church, 
officiating.  Groom  member  of  Tiosa  Brethren 
Church;  bride  member  of  Mishawaka  Brethren 
Church. 

Mae  Shaver  to  Lloyd  Miller,  July  23,  at  Elkhart 
Immanual  Baptist  Church.  Groom  member  of 
Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Victoria  Ann  Carson  to  Barry  J.  Conrad,  July  22, 
at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Marion,  Ind. 
Groom  member  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Sandra  Antill  to  Courtney  Richmond,  June  24,  at 
Cameron,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Richard 
Craver,  officiating. 

Pamela  Kyser  to  Rex  L.  Dickinson,  June  17,  at 
Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church;  Marlin  L. 
McCann,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
Bryan  Brethren  Church. 

Pamela  Robinson  to  Gary  Longstreth,  June  11,  at 
Argos,  Ind.,  Christian  Church;  John  Shultz,  pastor 
of  Tiosa  Brethren  Church,  officiating.  Members  of 
Tiosa,  Ind.,  Brethren  Church. 

Malia  Clark  to  Rodney  Mann,  June  9,  at  Ardmore, 
Ind.,  Brethren  Church;  Brian  Moore,  pastor,  offi- 
ciating. Members  of  Ardmore  Brethren  Church. 
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The  Plight  of  Para-Payments 
and  Brethren  Board  Budgets 


by  M 


rs. 


lorman 


Ronk 


IT  SEEMS  TO  ME  that  Breth- 
ren people  must  realize  that  the 
work  of  the  Brethren  Church 
depends  upon  the  gifts  of  Breth- 
ren people. 

Every  board  of  our  denomina- 
tion is  suffering  due  to  a  lack  of 
financial  support.  Programs  are 
curtailed,  personnel  is  limited, 
needs  are  forfeited  or  ignored, 
and  the  Lord's  work  is  impaired. 


For  instance,  a  year  ago  the 
Missionary  Board  went  through 
a  period  of  painful  financial 
stress.  Probably  each  board  felt 
the  lack  of  money  in  a  similar 
way.  We  know  that  increased 
utility  rates,  food  costs,  and  liv- 
ing expenses  had  created  a  hard- 
ship for  people,  so  frequently 
their  contributions  to  boards 
were  less.  This  we  can  tolerate. 


Mrs.  Ronk  is  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
and  treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 


HELP 


DID  YOU  EVER  HEAR  a  sui- 
cidal person  ask  for  help  ver- 
bally? Contrary  to  popular 
thought,  most  often  they  do 
reach  out  and  plead  for  help. 
This  plea  usually  remains  un- 
recognized and  unheeded  by 
those  around  them. 

This,  I  feel,  is  the  condition 
of  many  lay  people  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  today.  "Help,  help! 
Hear  our  cry,  O  Lord!  Ministers, 
anyone  who  can  hear,  heed  our 
call!" 

Why?  Perhaps  like  the  person 
who  commits  suicide,  we're  a 
little  confused,  unsure,  worried, 
and  depressed  because  of  an  un- 
stableness  in  Brethren  doctrine, 


by  Mrs.  James   Miller 

and  we're  desperately  searching 
for  answers.  Many  of  us  are 
afraid  to  openly  discuss  it,  not 
quite  sure  of  reactions,  and  may- 
be we're  even  tempted  to  ignore 
the  situation  and  hope  for  the 
best. 

Help  us  with  our  meekness. 
Most  of  us  do  not  resist  change 
if  it  is  really  needed  to  further 
God's  plan  and  not  our  own 
selfish  desires  and  ambitions. 
We  need  to  be  careful  of  the  con- 
fusion that  accompanies  change. 
Is  it  too  much  to  expect  a 
stable,  firm,  disciplined  doctrine 
so  we  can  tell  others  what  we 
believe? 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Mrs.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Brethren  Church  of  Johns- 
town, Pa. 


However,  when  people  send  so- 
called  Brethren  money  to  nation- 
wide religious  groups  making 
appeals  through  television  or 
mass  mailings,  it  is  very  dis- 
heartening! 

Para-payments  are  deceiving. 
An  effective  advertising  or  pro- 
motional campaign,  flashing 
lights,  or  a  loud  voice  frequently 
convinces  a  giver  that  he  should 
contribute  to  a  "good"  cause. 
Many  of  those  gifts  are  spent  in 
overhead  and  advertising. 

Brethren  board  administrators 
know  that  the  merit  of  their  pro- 
grams is  in  the  quality  and  re- 
sults of  the  effort.  Practicing 
stewardship  principles  keeps 
overhead  expenses  at  a  mini- 
mum, and  gifts  intended  for  a 
board's  programs  are  used  in 
that  way.  Para-payments  miss 
the  mark — they  are  given  to 
something  which  resembles  a 
Brethren  program,  but  which  is 
not. 

Joseph  Bayly  said  at  the  All- 
Conference  Banquet,  "The  day  of 
small  things  has  not  passed." 
Although  the  Brethren  Church  is 
considered  a  small  denomina- 
tion, the  work  of  the  church  is 
very  large.  We  are  not  too  small 
to  be  effective. 

I  cannot  stress  enough  the  im- 
portance of  supporting  our 
Brethren  boards  and  the  conse- 
quences suffered  when  the  pro- 
grams are  curtailed  because  of 
insufficient  funds.  Some — not  all 
— of  the  religious  organizations 
and  broadcasts  are  worthy,  but  I 
think  their  nationally  advertised 
programs  are  heavily  under- 
written and  are  not  in  need  of 
Brethren  bucks. 
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New  Music  Curriculum  for  Children 


Music  Is  For  Children  by  Connie  Fortunato  (David 
C.  Cook,  1978,  $29.95  for  introductory  kit). 
David  C.  Cook's  new  Music  Is  For  Children  is 

a  complete  curriculum  for  children's  choir  or 
music  class  in  any  church  or  Christian  school. 

The  basic  introductory  kit  contains  everything 
needed  for  an  entire  year  except  volumes  two  and 
three  of  the  teacher's  guide,  which  may  be  pur- 
chased as  needed,  and  extra  student  guides,  which 
may  be  purchased  at  $1.50  each. 

Included  in  the  introductory  kit  are  a  teacher's 
manual  for  level  one,  a  sing-along  record,  teaching 
aids  (flash  cards  and  transparencies),  a  student 
manual  for  level  one,  and  posters. 

The  approach  to  music  taken  by  this  curriculum 
is  "experience  first,  then  learn."  A  child  is  intro- 
duced to,  then  experiences  a  concept — rhythm,  for 
example.  Only  after  he  has  experienced  it  repeated- 
ly is  he  shown  what  it  looks  like  in  written  music. 

The  material  is  divided  into  three  units,  one  for 
each  month  of  a  quarter,  with  musical  and  scrip- 
tural goals  listed  for  each  unit.  Scripture  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  curriculum,  as  students  learn 
Bible-based  songs  and  Scripture  verses. 

Each  unit  is  divided  into  lessons,  with  objectives 
listed  for  each  lesson  and  suggestions  given  for 
teaching  and  accomplishing  these  objectives.  Areas 


studied   are   singing,    staff   reading,   rhythm,   and 
Scripture  instruction. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  level,  students  should 
know  13  songs,  the  notes  of  two  octaves,  time 
signatures,  the  note  values,  five  Scripture  verses, 
and  rhythmic  and  melodic  ear  training. 

This  is  excellent  material  for  a  teacher — 
musically  knowledgeable  or  not — who  has  a  chil- 
dren's choir  and  doesn't  know  where  to  start.  The 
foundations  laid  by  this  curriculum  will  enable  the 
children  to  retain  their  music  reading  ability — a 
definite  plus  for  the  adult  choir  director! 

— Paula  Deardurff 

Paula  Deardurff  is  a  secretary  for  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company.  She  has  a  bachelor  of  music 
education   degree  from  Ashland  College. 


Briefly   Noted 


The  Best  of  C.  S.  Lewis  (Baker  Book  House,  1969, 
520  pp.,  $3.95  paper). 

Originally  published  in  hardback  at  $10.95,  this 
new  paperback  edition  in  one  volume  contains 
The  Screwtape  Letters,  The  Great  Divorce, 
Miracles,  The  Case  for  Christianity,  and  Christian 
Behavior. 


As  I  See  It 

(continued  from  page  33) 

As  it  stands  now:  Baptism. 
Well,  some  of  the  churches  will 
take  you  into  membership  with- 
out being  rebaptized  (of  course, 
this  is  only  if  you  have  been 
immersed  in  any  mode,  right 
now  anyway),  but  other  church- 
en,  indeed  not!  Divorce.  Well, 
some  churches  will  remarry  you 
if  you  present  a  good  reason; 
others,  no  way!  Tongue  speak- 
ing. Well,  some  do  believe  and 
practice  the  gift;  others,  Lord 
forbid! 

I  think  it's  time  we  really  take 
a  good  look  at  ourselves.  Our 
bandstand  slogan  seems  to  be 
"Do  Your  Own  Thing,"  while  it 
needs  to  be  "United  We  Stand, 
Divided    We    Fall."    Let    us    not 


fail  to  recognize  danger  signals. 
Remember  that  Satan  works  in 
many  ways.  Have  we  learned  no 
lesson  from  past  Brethren 
history? 

Why  aren't  we  united?  Per- 
haps it's  become  hard  to  re- 
member the  Brethren  stand  on 
issues.  The  Our  Faith  book 
seems  outdated,  or  is  this  true? 
In  a  conversation  between  my 
daughter  and  a  Catholic  priest, 
he  said,  "Oh,  you  belong  to  that 
church  that  doesn't  believe  in 
drinking,  smoking,  dancing,  war, 
gambling,  etc."  He  had  us  down 
pat,  or  did  he?  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  don't  think  many  of  our 
Brethren  people  today  are  sure 
of  our  position  on  these  minor 
issues,  let  alone  the  major  ones. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  our  youth 
today!  The  pendulum  has  swung 
around     in     recent     years     and 


Brethren  youth  are  now  not  only 
well  informed  about  evangelism, 
but  it  is  a  daily  way  of  life  for 
them.  These  are  our  leaders  of 
tomorrow.  What  Brethren  her- 
itage are  we  passing  on  to  them 
from  our  generation?  I  pray 
that  it  will  be  one  they  will  be 
proud  to  represent. 

Give  us  messages  not  only  on 
soul  winning,  but  also  on  soul 
keeping.  Help  us  to  nourish  our 
souls  and  keep  in  our  Lord's 
grace.  Give  us  guidance  in 
Brethren  doctrine.  How  can  we 
practice  it  if  we  do  not  know  it? 
Let  us  hear  instructions  from 
our  pulpits. 

Help  us  to  keep  our  Brethren 
identity  in  a  united,  strong,  lov- 
ing church,  so  that  we  can 
proudly  say,  "I  am  Brethren,  and 
these  are  our  beliefs  and 
doctrine." 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  World  Relief  Commission 

"Providing  Food  for  the  Body  and  Food  for  the  Soul" 

The  World  Relief  Commission  has  been  offering  "Food  for  the  body  and 
food  for  the  soul"  to  needy  people  for  33  years. 

Brethren  people  have  been  involved  in  this  impressive  outreach  in  Christ's 
name  since  1966,  when  we  began  sending  relief  funds  through  WRC. 

Below  is  the  impressive  record  of  aid  the  World  Relief  Commission  has 
provided  in  59  countries  during  its  33-year  history. 


Countries 

Dates 

Alaska 

(1976) 

Angola 

(1975-1977) 

Bali 

(1976) 

Bangladesh 

(1971-1978) 

Bolivia 

,1974-1978) 

Burundi 

1962-1972) 

Cambodia 

1971) 

Chad 

1973-1978) 

Chile 

1966-1978) 

Ecuador 

1975-1976) 

Egypt 

1957-1966) 

Ethiopia 

1972-1978) 

Europe 

1946-1953) 

Ghana 

1977) 

Greece 

1959) 

Guatemala 

1976-1978) 

Guinea  Bissau         ( 

1976-1978) 

Guyana 

1977) 

Haiti                         ( 

1974-1978) 

Honduras                  I 

1974-1978) 

Hong  Kong              ( 

1959-1973) 

India                          ( 

1968-1978) 

Indonesia                  I 

1977) 

Iran                            i 

1972) 

Irian  Jaya                i 

1976-1978) 

Italy                           ( 

1976) 

Japan                         i 

1973-1976) 

Jordan 

1957-1968) 

Kenya                      i 

1973-1978) 

Korea                        i 

1965-1978) 

Laos                         i 

1972-1973) 

Lebanon                    ( 

1976-1978) 

Ministry 

Water  shortage,  Crisis,  Wells 
War  refugees,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Tornado,  Flood,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
War,  Flood,  Crisis,  Rehab.,  Clinic 
Flood,  Crisis,  Rehab.,  Clinic 
War  refugees,  Crisis,  Rehab., 

Hospital 
War  refugees,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
War,  Drought,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Earthquake,   Crisis,   Rehab. 
War  refugees,  Relief,  Crisis 
War,   Drought,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
War  refugees,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Rehabilitation 
War  refugees.  Crisis 
Earthquake,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Drought,  Starvation,  12-year-war 

victims,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis 

feeding.   Rehab. 
Flood   refugees,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
War  victims.   Roof-top  feeding. 

Clinics 
Flood,  Tornadoes.  Crisis,   Rehab. 
War  victims.   Flood,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Crisis 
Earthquake.  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Disaster  help,  Crisis 
War  relief.  Crisis 
War  victims.   Drought,  Starvation, 

Crisis,   Rehab. 
War  victims.   Flood  crisis.   Rehab. 
War  refugees.  Crisis.   Rehab. 
War  victims.  Crisis 


Liberia 

(1965-1976) 

Mali 

Mauritania 

Mexico 

(1973-1978) 
(1973-1978) 
(1978) 

Nepal 

New  Guinea 

Nicaragua 

(1976-1978) 
(1976-1977) 
(1973-1974) 

Niger 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

(1973-1978) 
(1968-1978) 
(1968-1978) 

Peru 

Philippines 

(1970-1977) 
(1972-1978) 

Portugal 
Puerto  Rico 

(1977) 
(1975) 

Romania 

(1977) 

Senegal 
Sierra  Leone 
Singapore 
Sudan 

(1973-1978) 

(1975) 

(1970-1978) 

(1972-1976) 

Taiwan 

(1955-1964) 

Thailand 
Turkey 

(1974-1978) 
(1976-1977) 

Upper  Volta 
U.S.A. 

(1973-1978) 
(1974-1978) 

Vietnam 

(1961-1975) 

Yeman, 

Arab   Republic 
Zaire 

(  1973-1978) 
(1971-1977) 

Leprosy  epidemic,  Water  polution. 

Crisis,  Rehab. 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Flood  victims,  Crisis 
War,  Fire,  Crisis 
Earthquake,  Flood,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Refugees,  Crisis, 

Rehab. 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
War  refugees,  Starvation,  Crisis 
Earthquake,  Flood  disasters. 

Crisis,  Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Flood,  Tidal  wave,  Typhoon, 

Crisis,  Rehab. 
War  refugees,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Tornado,  Flood,  Crisis 
Earthquake 

Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Tornado 

Tidal  wave,  Crisis 
War  victims,  Drought,  Crisis, 

Rehab. 
War  victims,  Refugees,  Children 

Crisis 
War  refugees,  Crisis,  Rehab. 
Earthquake,  Children  starving. 

Crisis 
Drought,  Starvation,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
Flood  disaster,  Crisis,   Rehab. 
War  disaster,  Crisis,   Rehab., 

Hospital 

War  refugees.  Crisis,   Medical   help 
Burundi  war  victims.  Crisis. 
Rehab. 


Rejoice  with  me  that  our  witness  and  practical  assistance  can  extend 
so  far  through  the  World  Relief  Commission. 

Phil  Lersch 

BRETHREN  WORLD   RELIEF  BOARD 


WM        '     :■  V;  /       """     ..         W  ■ 


■■     ■,:        "    ' 


NOTICE 

WRC  has  moved  from  Valley  Forge  to  Wheaton,  Illinois. 

When  ordering  WRC  films  (ideal  for  local  church  services  and  suppers), 
use  this  address:  World  Relief  Commission,  P.O.  Box  WRC,  Wheaton, 
Illinois  60187. 

Please  continue  to  send  offerings  and  gifts  to  our  Brethren  World  Relief 
treasurer:     Mr.  George  Kerlin,  1318  E.  Douglas,  Goshen,  Indiana  46526. 


THE 

BRETHREN  CHURCH 

and 

ASHLAND  COLLEGE 


beginning 
our  second 
100  years 
together 


Ashland  College  is  beginning  its  10  1st  year!  The  new  era  means 
a  newly-defined  direction,  new  opportunities,  and  a  new  desire  to 
make  Ashland  College  one  of  the  best  church-related  schools  in 
the   nation. 

The  accent  is  on  the  spiritual,  moral,  social,  and  physical  develop- 
ment of  each  of  the  school's  1600  students.  Ashland  College  today 
offers  some  70  majors  and  a  range  of  activities  from  athletics  to 
the  arts  to  campus  ministry. 


Partnered  with  the  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
the  college  each  year  prepares  hundreds  of  grad- 
uates for  lifetimes  of  creative  learning  and  produc- 
tive  careers. 

Ashland  College — 100  years  of  offering  special 
attention,  scholarships,  and  Christian  growth  for  the 
Brethren    student. 


Ashland  College  admits  students  with  handicaps,  and  ol 
any  sex,  race,  color,  religion,  and  national  or  ethnic 
origin. 


Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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Advertisement 


The  Invitation  Is  Out  to  All 


The  Moderator  of  our  1978  General  Conference, 
James  R.  Black  (esteemed  pastor  of  the  Milledge- 
ville,  Illinois,  Brethren  Church),  has  both  admitted 
to  being  overweight  and  declared  his  intention  to 
reduce  considerably  by   the    1979   Conference. 

And  you,  YES  YOU,  dear  reader,  are  "invited" 
to  donate  $1.00  to  World  Relief  for  every  pound 
Jim  has  lost  (and  not  regained)  by  next  General 
Conference. 

But  first,  a  little  history — so  you  understand  how 
this  unique  "opportunity"  for  you  came  about. 

About  a  year  ago,  unknown  to  our  World  Relief 
Board,  Jim  became  concerned  about  his  excessive 
weight  and  began  eating  less  to  reduce.  His  pledge 
to  himself  was  to  give  $5.00  to  World  Relief  for 
every  pound  he  lost  each  month.  His  letter  and 
check  for  $90  (for  18  pounds  lost)  at  the  end  of 
the  first  month  was  the  first  we  knew  of  his  per- 
sonal strategy.  He  lost  a  little  more  another  month 
and  sent  us  another  smaller  check,  but  then  because 
of  much  traveling  and  irregular  eating,  he  put 
much  of  it  back  on  again  by  the  end  of  this  past 
summer  (but  he  didn't  even  ask  for  a  refund). 

We  found  Jim's  explanation  when  he  started 
interesting.  He  called  the  $90  check  his  "fat  offer- 
ing." And  he  wrote  .  .  . 

Many  times  I  have  tried  to  diet,  know- 
ing that  overweight  was  a  problem  both 
physically  and  spiritually  (at  least  for  me). 
Each  diet  attempted  lacked  a  vital  factor 
— motivation.  Thanks  to  a  testimony  I 
read  somewhere  concerning  Leviticus 
3:16,  I  have  found  that  motivation.  I 
realize  that  I  take  some  great  liberty  with 
the  text,  but  the  latter  part  of  the  verse 
reads,   "all  the  fat  is  the  Lord's." 

Therefore,  no  fads  .  .  .  no  pills  .  .  . 
just  the  simple  fact  that  I  eat  too  much 
when  others  are  hungry  has  supplied  the 
missing   ingredient   to   my   diet  program. 

SWITCH.  Now  it  is  August  1978  at  General 
Conference.  Jim  casually  mentioned  from  the  plat- 


form (following  my  World  Relief  report)  what  he 
had  done  and  that  he  intended  to  get  back  on  his 
diet  again  soon.  Layman  Dr.  Jim  Hollinger  (from 
Jefferson,  Indiana,  Brethren  Church)  picked  up 
on  that  idea  and  suggested  to  me  later  in  private 
that  we  invite  other  Brethren  to  donate  $1.00  to 
World  Relief  for  every  pound  Jim  Black  loses 
(and  keeps  off)  by  Conference  next  year. 

With  Jim  Black's  permission,  the  campaign  was 
announced.  And  by  the  end  of  Conference  (after 
only  1  day  of  publicity)  I  had  36  contributors 
signed  up  to  donate  the  $1.00  per  lost  pound  at 
next  Conference  (and  four  more  promised  50<? 
per  pound). 

Past-Moderator  Black  weighed  243  pounds 
when  he  got  home  from  Conference.  (It's  no  secret 
now.)  That  is  the  starting  figure.  What  will  it  be 
for  the  weigh-in  at  the  1979  gathering  in  Ashland 
next  August? 

Now  we  don't  want  this  to  be  an  exclusive 
group.  You  readers  are  invited  to  participate  in 
this  worthy  cause  too  (both  to  motivate  Jim  and 
to  raise  World  Relief  funds).  No  payment  until 
August/September,  1979.  We'll  keep  you  posted  on 
the  weight-loss  progress.  World  Relief  is  serious 
business,  but  we  can  have  some  enjoyment  in  the 
process  —  especially  with  a  good-natured  past- 
Moderator. 

//  you  are  willing  to  donate  to  World  Relief  a 
dollar  (or  some  other  amount)  per  pound  that 
Jim  Black  loses  by  next  Conference,  send  your 
name  and  full  address  to: 

Phil  Lersch 

6301   56th  Avenue,  N. 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  33709 

P.S.  Pastor  Bill  Cole  (Wabash,  Indiana,  Breth- 
ren Church)  turned  in  a  pledge  to  pay  $3.00  per 
pound  for  every  pound  he  loses  by  next  Confer- 
ence. Who  knows,  this  idea  could  be  catching.  Any 
other  creative  givers  out  there?  Write  me! 


Fasting 

Banquet 

Profit 


Treasurer  George  Kerlin  reports  that  175  attend- 
ed the  Fasting  Banquet  at  General  Conference — 
eating  a  small  portion  of  rice  to  help  feed  people 
elsewhere. 

Those  folks,  plus  other  Conference  attenders 
who  made  contributions,  gave  $763  in  the  "dona- 
tion pans"  following  an  informal  program.  Of 
this,  $605  was  profit  for  World  Relief  after  cafe- 
teria expenses  were  paid — just  $63  less  profit  than 
last  year. 

Perhaps  your  church  could  sponsor  a  "Fasting 
Meal"  sometime  during  this  year,  as  several  con- 
gregations are  already  doing. 
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Roots  of 
Brethren 
Devotion 


rT"5HE  history  of  Christianity  tells  us  that 
1  we  must  go  back  again  and  again  to 
the  ABCs  of  religious  experience.  We  need 
to  let  Christ  deepen  and  mature  our  faith 
so  that  we  can  weather  the  change  and 
turbulence  which  is  all  around  us.  Silence, 
prayer,  meditation,  contemplation,  reflec- 
tion: these  must  be  worked  into  our  lives, 
and  we  must  take  the  time  that  is  most 
necessary  for  our  spirit's  nourishment. 

We  hear  a  lot  now  of  people  who  are 
seeking  their  roots.  As  we  think  about  our 
personal  devotional  lives,  we  ought  to  look 
into  our  Brethren  roots  to  see  what  help 
our  forefathers  can  offer  us  in  strengthen- 
ing our  faith.  Maybe  our  ancestors  can 
spur  us  on  to  examine  our  personal  motiva- 
tion for  our  church-related  activities. 


Drawing   from   other 

Brethren   writers,   Julia 

Flora   shows   the 

importance   of   meditation 

to   our  Christian   lives. 


Brethren    roots 

Let's  look  into  our  Brethren  roots,  then, 
using  History  of  the  Brethren  Church  by 

Albert  T.  Ronk.  We  will  begin  with 
Alexander  Mack,  the  leader  of  the  original 
Brethren  at  the  time  of  their  organization 
in  the  summer  of  1708  at  Schwarzenau, 
Germany. 

In  discussing  influences  that  shaped 
Mack's  thinking,  Dr.  Ronk  says  that 
the  early  Brethren  were  motivated  by 
a  "deep  soul  experience  in  consonance  with 
the  Holy  Spirit."  Mack,  in  his  writings, 
speaks  of  the  "inner  voice"  and  that 
"Christ  lets  His  voice  be  heard  in  the  hearts 
of  men  these  days." 

Having  the  Spirit  of  God  or  the  "inner 
voice"  in  our  hearts  is  basic  to  Christian 
devotional  life.  But  having  this  "inner 
voice"  in  our  hearts  does  not  mean  that  we 
can  discard  laws  and  commandments  given 
in  the  Scriptures. 

On  this  subject  Mack  wrote,  "When  a 
person  proudly  says  that  the  law  of  his 
God  is  in  his  heart,  while  he  still  opposes 
the  commandments,  statutes,  and  laws, 
which  the  Son  of  God  and  His  apostles 
have  instituted  and  whereof  the  Scriptures 

Julia  Flora  is  an  Ashland,  Ohio,  homemaker 
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externally  testify,  then  we  may  safely  be- 
lieve, that  such  a  person  is  yet  carnal  and 
that  the  law,  which  he  says  is  in  his  heart, 
has  been  written  there  by  the  spirit  of 
error  and  falsehood."  So  just  as  we  need 
the  discipline  of  the  law,  we  also  need  an 
inner  encouragement  and  assurance  to 
make  the  law  work.  God  in  his  grace  and 
mercy  provides  this  inner  encouragement 
and  assurance. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  Charles  Bals- 
baugh  was  a  Brethren  writer  who  empha- 
sized the  devotional  life.  Dr.  Ronk  quotes 
Balsbaugh  several  times  in  his  book  and 
calls  him  a  "most  prolific  writer."  On  one 
occasion  Balsbaugh  wrote,  "There  is  in 
the  Christian  life  a  free  element,  or  an 
element  of  liberty  in  which  the  interior  life 
moves  as  by  a  kind  of  spiritual  gravitation 
and  we  are  so  sweetly  conscious  of  an  over- 
powering Spiritual  Presence  that  it  seem- 
ingly requires  no  effort  to  keep  up  the  bliss- 
ful intercommunion  between  Christ  and 
our  souls.  .  .  .  There  are  moments  when  it 
seems  to  us,  and  perhaps  to  others,  that 
our  whole  being  is  so  taken  up  into  our 
Divine  Head  as  to  be  moved  by  a  will  and 
an  impulse  not  only  above  but  apart  from 
our  own." 

In  the  twentieth  century,  George  S.  Baer 
provides  us  a  good  example  of  the  devo- 
tional lifestyle.  Rev.  Baer  was  editor  of 
the  Brethren  Evangelist  from  1919  to  1935. 
In  one  of  his  editorials  he  wrote,  "We  have 
all  but  lost  the  art  of  contemplation  and 
there  is  no  longer  any  place  of  quietude, 
no  place  to  which  we  may  draw  ^ipart  from 
the  noise  and  the  crowd  for  meditation  and 
prayer.  We  are  too  busy  running  here  and 
there.  Some  more  seriously  minded  and  un- 
selfishly motivated  are  very  busy  with 
things  that  must  be  done  for  the  church 
or  with  programs  of  helpfulness  to  their 
fellow  men.  They  would  pour  their  lives  out 
to  very  emptiness  of  service,  with  little  or 
no  thought  of  the  need  of  personal  replen- 
ishing and  reempowerment. 

"Jesus  not  only  'went  about  doing  good,' 
but  He  went  up  into  a  mountain  to  pray.  It 
was  the  places  of  quietness  and  contempla- 
tion that  kept  His  soul  refreshed  in  the 
press  and  strain  of  the  crowd  and  His  vision 
clear  amid  popular  confusion  and  fickle- 
ness. We  have  no  time  to  catch  the  mind  of 


God,  or  to  become  saturated  with  His 
Spirit.  We  need  to  tarry  with  God,  to  watch 
and  pray,  to  contemplate  Him  and  His  pur- 
poses until  we  are  mellowed  by  His  wisdom 
and  patience  and  His  reach  of  vision." 

Having  looked  back  to  our  forefathers, 
let  us  now  reflect  on  our  own  lives.  When 
we  "tarry  with  God,"  He  causes  a  changed 
reaction  to  life,  giving  us  a  Divine  power 
which  strengthens  our  will  so  that  the  sins 
which  once  burdened  us  hold  us  no  longer. 
Along  with  this  comes  a  new  inward  peace, 
joy,  and  faith. 

A  changed  motive  in  daily  work  helps 
us  lift  up  that  work  to  God,  knowing  that 
He  is  interested  in  what  we  are  doing  and 
pleased  when  we  do  it  well.  Another  im- 
portant change  is  our  attitude  toward 
people,  so  that  we  find  something  in  every- 
one to  love  and  serve. 

Welling  up  in  us  is  a  deep  desire  to  keep 
in  unbroken  communion  with  God.  The 
more  we  spend  time  reflecting  on  God,  the 
deeper  our  inner  happiness  will  be.  Even 
though  we  fall  short  of  our  Divine  goal 
many  times,  we  know  we  are  forgiven,  and 
we  are  given  the  will  to  turn  our  minds  to 
Him  again.  With  all  of  the  loud,  varied, 
confusing  voices  of  the  world  around  us, 
we  greatly  need  the  inward  peace  and  calm 
of  an  assurance  that  Christ  is  with  us  each 
moment.  What  knowledge  could  be  more 
wonderful ! 

Benefits   of  devotion 

In  other  words  there  are  many  benefits 
of  devotion  and  meditation.  There  are 
physiological  benefits  such  as  the  relieving 
of  stress  and  tension  and  the  reducing  of 
high  blood  pressure.  There  are  psycho- 
logical benefits  including  an  increased 
ability  to  be  open  to  new  experiences  as 
well  as  a  better  understanding  of  ourselves. 
There  are  social  benefits  through  harmon- 
ious relationships  with  others  resulting 
from  a  calmer  and  more  peaceful  way  of 
living. 

But  for  the  Christian,  these  are  second- 
ary benefits.  They  are  good,  but  the  pri- 
mary benefit  of  devotion  and  meditation  is 
the  increased  capacity  for  Christian  growth 
and  practice — the  ability  to  live  out  the 
Christian  life  in  the  world.  □ 
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Sharpen  Your  Church's 


luiuge 


Developing  a  positive  image  is  as  important  to  a  church  as 
it  is  to  a   business,  according  to  Stuart  Covington. 


EVERY  year  hundreds  of  business  firms 
spend  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  sharpen  up  their  corporate  images.  Much 
money  and  time  goes  for  such  things  as 
polls,  surveys,  and  a  wide  assortment  of 
media  advertising. 

Executives  of  these  firms  deem  the  dol- 
lars wisely  spent.  In  the  automotive  in- 
dustry, for  instance,  money  goes  to  assure 
motorists  of  safer,  more  comfortable,  and 
more  stylish  cars.  In  the  food  business  the 
buying  public  is  hopefully  convinced  that 
their  breakfast  foods,  for  example,  con- 
tain more  vitamins,  are  tastier,  or  endow 
them  with  greater  energy. 

Even  banks  and  savings  associations 
have  mounted  the  image  bandwagon.  Their 
personnel  are  friendlier,  their  loans  are 
easier  to  obtain,  and  naturally  your  dollars 
are   protected   scrupulously. 

American  business  and  industry,  in  other 
words,  has  become  image  conscious. 

Churches  need  to  develop  an  image 
consciousness,  too.  The  wrong  image  can 
be  as  harmful  to  a  church  as  it  might  be 
to  a  motor  car  or  a  breakfast  food. 

Example  1 :  What,  if  through  some  mis- 
conception, your  church  gained  a  reputation 
as  a  "big  shots'  church"?  That  is,  mostly 
wealthy  merchants,  bankers,  brokers,  and 
professional  people  worship  there. 

The  number  of  middle-income  families 
joining  your  flock  might  well  be  seriously 
diminished.  Lower-income  families  would 
probably  go  elsewhere,  thinking  they  were 
not  welcome.  And  your  membership  could 
well  suffer  a  slow  but  continued  decline, 
despite  an  earnest  effort  to  attract  new 
members. 

Example  2:  For  various  reasons,  your 
church  may  receive  the  stigma  of  losing 
membership.  Perhaps  several  of  your  mem- 
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bers  have  left  because  of  relocation  in  a 
new  city — or  to  the  suburbs  where  another 
church  is  more  conveniently  located.  Or  a 
minor  dispute  between  some  of  your  mem- 
bers has  been  blown  out  of  proportion. 

Example  3:  A  few  dissident  members 
of  your  church  spread  the  story  in  various 
circles  that  most  of  your  membership  is 
composed  of  "stuffy"  individuals  or  bigots. 
Such  rumors  can  rapidly  hamstring  the 
best  laid  plans  for  gaining  new  members. 

Example  4:  Uninformed  sources  de- 
scribe yours  as  a  "little  church" — with  no 
nursery  or  inadequate  nursery  facilities, 
no  church  library,  no  auxiliary  staff  mem- 
bers, no  specific,  ongoing  program,  etc. 

Today's  church  member  wishes  to  join 
an  active  church;  a  church  that  is  aware 
of  its  members'  varied  needs ;  a  church  that 
is  looking  toward  the  future — not  one  that 
relies  on  its  past  importance.  Even  the 
"casual"  churchgoer  wants  to  worship 
where  there  is  a  comprehensive,  vital,  and 
far-reaching  program;  one  that  is  up-to- 
date,  forward-looking,  ambitious;  in  the 
tempo  of  the  times. 

Creating  a  pleasing  church  image  re- 
quires time,  thought,  imagination,  and  a 
certain  amount  of  soul-searching.  Casting 
a  fresh  image  for  your  church  demands 
even  more  painstaking  care,  exemplary 
reasoning,  and  considerable  hindsight  as 
well  as  foresight. 

Without  a  doubt,  some  churches  deserve 
— at  least  in  part — their  current  image. 
They  may  indeed  be  remiss  in  some  of  the 
areas  for  which  they  stand  accused.  New 
members  may  not  receive  the  welcome  they 
deserve.  Certain  church  services  may  be 
boring.  Important  ingredients  of  the  visi- 
tation program  may  be  missing. 

Thus,    before    any    concerted    effort    is 
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'Creating  a  pleasing  church  image 
requires  time,  thought,  imagina- 
tion, and  a  certain  amount  of 
soul-searching." 


started  to  reshape  your  church's  image,  a 
careful  inspection  might  well  be  made  of 
all  the  aspects  of  the  church  program.  Such 
an  inspection  may  uncover  defects  that 
have  escaped  you.  Obviously,  all  possible 
effort  should  be  made  to  eliminate  as  many 
deficiencies  as  possible  before  you  direct 
your  energy  toward  reshaping  your 
church's  image. 

The  main  impression  you  probably  want 
to  convey  to  prospective  members  is  that 
they  will  enjoy  worshiping  with  your 
church.  You  may  want  to  be  known  as 
"the  friendly  church,"  "the  church  where 
friends  meet,"  "the  happy  church,"  or  "the 
forward-looking  church." 

To  combat  the  "big  shot"  image,  publi- 
cize a  variety  of  informal  activities:  weiner 
roasts,  overnight  camping  trips,  picnics, 
day-long  hikes,  bike  races,  community 
sings,  and  taffy  pulls.  If  possible,  secure 
media  coverage  of  some  of  the  events. 

Overcoming  the  "little  church"  concept 
requires  a  bit  more  finesse.  Invite  the  local 
newspaper,  radio,  or  TV  station  to  interview 
your  church's  minister  of  music,  librarian, 
assistant  pastor,  or  other  staffer.  The 
media  will  effectively  put  across  your  mes- 
sage— assuming  the  person  in  question  re- 
ceives a  bit  of  pre-interview  coaching. 
Emphasize  the  value  of  their  creating  a 
favorable  impression. 

To  stop  the  "loss-of-membership"  rumor, 
make  certain  your  church  is  amply  repre- 
sented in  Christmas  parades,  community 
yuletide  and  Easter  programs,  charity 
drives,  church  youth  programs,  and  other 
special  events.  In  other  words,  urge  your 
membership  to  "stand  up  and  be  counted." 
Stress  the  need  to  every  Sunday  school 
teacher,  church  officer,  and  women's  group 
official. 


Fresh  images  can  never  be  formulated, 
then  set  aside  to  stagnate  for  want  of  im- 
provement. An  image  thrives  only  when 
it  receives  constant  and  careful  attention. 
Valuable  images  have  vanished  forever 
simply  from  lack  of  attention.  As  with 
anything  else  of  importance,  your  church 
image  will  eventually  become  sterile  unless 
it  is  imbued  with  new  vigor. 

Periodically,  chart  additional  plans  for 
implementing  your  church's  image.  Never 
adopt  a  "boom  or  bust"  concept.  Keep  your 
church  image  before  the  membership.  En- 
courage input.  Impress  its  essentiality  upon 
your  congregation. 

Solicit  suggestions  from  your  member- 
ship— even  from  your  youth  groups.  Seek 
assistance  from  other  ministers,  retired 
leaders,  and  by  all  means  senior  citizens  of 
your  church.  You  will  find  many  of  them 
possess  fertile  minds  and  original  ideas. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  test  new  ideas.  Trial 
and  error  is  often  the  surest  way  to  achiev- 
ing perfection. 

Your  church's  image  is  an  invaluable 
asset.  It  should  never  be  taken  for  granted. 
In  short,  the  image  of  your  church  can  and 
often  will  prove  to  be  an  essential  part  of 
your  church's  growth.  □ 

Copyright   1978,   KEY  to  Christian   Education,   Standard   Publishing, 
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Introducing    the    New    International    Version    of   the    Bible. 


LAST  month  a  new  translation  of  the 
Bible  was  released.  It  is  known  as  the 
New   International   Version    (NIV). 

My  reaction  when  I  learned  of  the  NIV 
was  a  little  like  that  of  the  woman  in  the 
coffee  commercial  on  television  who  ex- 
claimed, "Another  freeze-dried  coffee!" 
With  all  the  various  versions  that  have 
appeared  in  the  past  few  years,  "Another 
translation  of  the  Bible!" 

Did  we  need  another  translation?  If  so, 
why?  Unfortunately,  I  can't  answer  these 
questions.  What  I  can  do  is  tell  something 
about  this  new  version  and  compare  it  with 
some  of  the  other  versions  that  were 
already  on  the  market. 

As  its  name  suggests,  the  New  Inter- 
national Version  was  translated  by  men 
from  various  countries.  More  than  100 
scholars  from  leading  seminaries  and  col- 
leges in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
Canada,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand  were 
involved  in  the  translation  project.  This 
makes  the  NIV  different  from  versions 
like  the  New  American  Standard  Bible  and 
the  New  American  Bible,  which  were  done 
by  Americans,  and  the  New  English  Bible 
by  the  British. 

In  addition  to  being  an  international 
version,  the  NIV  is  also  an  evangelical 
translation.  It  was  done  by  men  from  many 
different  denominations  who  were  united 
in  their  commitment  to  the  authority  and 
infallibility  of  the  Bible  as  God's  word  in 
written  form.  Their  aim  was  to  produce  a 
translation  that  evangelicals  could  trust. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  their  goal  was  to 
produce  a  fundamentalist  or  evangelical 
Bible,  but  rather  simply  to  translate  ac- 
curately the  inspired  word  of  God.  Because 


of  the  commitment  of  its  translators  to  the 
infallibility  of  the  Bible,  this  version  should 
find  greater  acceptance  among  evangelicals 
than  the  Revised  Standard  Version  found. 
As  noted  above,  more  than  100  scholars 
were  involved  in  the  translation  of  the 
NIV.  This  makes  it  different  from  trans- 
lations like  The  Living  Bible,  The  Holy 
Bible  in  the  Language  of  Today,  and  other 
versions  translated  by  one,  two,  or  a  few 
men. 


Accuracy  and   clarity 

The  translators  spent  ten  years  complet- 
ing this  new  version.  Initially  each  book 
of  the  Bible  was  assigned  to  a  translation 
team  of  four  or  five  persons.  In  most  cases, 
two  of  the  persons  were  specialist  in  that 
particular  book. 

The  translation  work  of  the  first  team 
went  to  an  Intermediate  Editorial  Com- 
mittee, which  checked  the  translation  for 
faithfulness  to  the  original  text  and  for 
quality  of  English  style.  Then  the  transla- 
tion was  sent  to  a  General  Editorial  Com- 
mittee, which  also  carefully  examined  the 
work.  Finally,  the  permanent  Committee 
on  Bible  Translation  evaluated  the  work 
for  final  approval. 

The  twin  goals  of  the  translators  were 
accuracy  and  clarity.  They  wanted  to  pro- 
duce a  version  of  the  Bible  that  accurately 
translates  the  original  languages  of  the 
Bible  into  English.  Therefore  the  NIV  is 
a  translation  of  the  Bible,  not  a  paraphrase 
like  The  Living  Bible,  which  often  sacri- 
fices accuracy  in  its  attempt  to  render 
God's  word  in  an  understandable  way. 
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The   New   International    Version    of   the   Bible   is   available    in    a    variety    of    bindings   and   in    single 
column   editions  (right)  as   well  as  double  column   editions  (left). 


At  the  same  time,  the  translators  sought 
for  clarity — to  present  God's  word  in  clear 
language  understandable  to  the  average 
reader.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  NIV 
is  written  in  colloquial  English.  The  ver- 
sion attempts  to  combine  clarity  in  expres- 
sion with  dignity.  The  translators  wanted 
a  dignified  translation,  one  that  can  be 
used  in  the  pulpit  as  well  as  for  private 
study  and  memorization. 

To  help  put  the  NIV  in  perspective,  I 
would  say  that  the  NIV  is  more  accurate 
than  The  Living  Bible  and  more  dignified 
than  the  Good  News  Bible.  The  language 
of  the  NIV  is  much  more  understandable 
than  that  of  the  King  James  Version  and 
somewhat  more  so  than  the  RSV,  but  it 
does  not  achieve  the  dignity  of  either  of 
these  two  versions. 

The  NIV  has  some  features  about  its 
format  that  are  of  interest.  As  in  most 
modern  versions,  the  NIV  divides  the  bib- 
lical material  into  paragraphs.  In  addition, 
the  NIV  divides  the  material  into  sections 
and  gives  each  section  (not  just  each  chap- 
ter) a  heading.  Matthew  1,  for  example,  is 
divided  into  two  sections.  Verses  1-17  are 
called  "The  Genealogy  of  Jesus";  verses 
18-25,  "The  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Some  other  features:  Lists  such  as 
those  found  in  Kings  and  Chronicles  have 


been  printed  in  columns.  In  the  Book  of 
Proverbs  a  little  space  was  put  after  each 
proverb  to  encourage  the  reader  to  stop 
and  think  before  going  on  to  the  next  one. 
Much  material  is  printed  as  poetry. 

The  NIV  is  also  available  in  a  single 
column  format  (one  column  of  type  to  a 
page  rather  than  two  as  in  most  Bibles). 
I  particularly  like  this  format  since  it 
makes  a  page  in  the  Bible  look  like  a  page 
in  other  books  and  because  it  does  away 
with  the  formidable  appearance  of  the 
double  column  Bible. 

But  the  NIV  also  has  some  drawbacks. 
One  of  these  is  that  there  are  very  few 
footnotes;  a  second  is  that  there  are  no 
scriptural  cross  references  given.  There  is 
also  no  study  Bible  available  of  the  NIV, 
although  one  is  planned  and  should  be 
completed  in  about  five  years. 

Should  you  buy  a  New  International 
Version  of  the  Bible?  That,  of  course,  is  up 
to  you  to  decide.  The  NIV  was  prepared 
by  men  committed  to  the  infallibility  and 
authority  of  Scripture.  They  attempted  to 
prepare  a  clear  and  accurate  translation 
of  the  Bible,  and  it  appears  that  they  have 
in  great  measure  succeeded.  So  if  you  are 
in  the  market  for  a  new  Bible,  the  NIV  is 
one  version  you  might  want  to  consider.  □ 

R.  C.  W. 
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Can  t   is  a  four-letter  word 


Judy  Gifford  tells  how  God  removed  the  obstacles  to  her 
serving  as  a  Missionary  Intern  in  Colombia. 


THERE  was  no  possible  way  I  could 
serve  as  a  Missionary  Intern  in  Colom- 
bia, South  America,  this  past  summer. 
There  were  too  many  reasons  I  simply 
could  not  go.  I  had  just  signed  a  one-year 
lease  on  my  apartment,  my  Spanish  was 
very  limited,  my  parents  held  an  under- 
standably negative  view  about  my  going, 
and  I  had  a  very  secure  position  as  a  legal 
secretary. 

It  was  obvious  that  I  could  not  go,  so  no 
one  questioned  my  decision  not  to  apply 
for  the  Internship  team.  No  one,  that  is, 
except  God. 


Judy  V.  Gifford  arrives  in  Medellin, 
Colombia,  where  she  served  for  six  weeks 
last  summer  as  a  Missionary  Intern. 

After  coming  back  to  the  U.S.,  Judy  re- 
turned to  her  old  job  for  one  month,  then 
moved  to  Ashland,  Ohio,  to  become  a 
part-time  student  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Judy  is  also  working  for  the  Ashland 
College  Office  of  Religious  Affairs  as  Co- 
ordinator of  Women's  Ministries  and  Assist- 
ant to  the  Director. 


I  had  mentioned  my  interest  in  going  to 
Colombia  to  my  roommate,  but  knew  it 
would  be  impossible  to  leave  because  of  the 
lease  we  had  just  signed.  About  a  week 
later  my  roommate  announced  that  she 
had  talked  with  the  apartment  owner  and 
that  there  would  be  no  problem  with  our 
breaking  the  lease  if  I  decided  to  go.  That 
was  one  down  and  four  to  go,  but  I  still 
didn't  like  those  odds. 

The  problem  of  not  being  able  to  speak 
very  much  Spanish  still  remained.  Of 
course,  when  one  cannot  communicate 
with  the  people,  one  cannot  properly  serve 
God,  right?  It  seemed  to  be  my  Christian 
duty  to  let  someone  more  qualified  than  I 
serve  on  the  team. 

On  the  day  I  came  to  this  decision,  a 
brochure  came  in  the  mail  describing  an 
adult  education  Spanish  course  being  of- 
fered at  the  local  university.  The  class  just 
happened  to  meet  on  the  one  night  during 
the  week  I  had  free,  and  it  was  a  "conver- 
sational Spanish  course,  especially  designed 
for  persons  planning  to  visit  a  Spanish 
speaking  country."  Maybe,  just  maybe,  God 
was  trying  to  tell  me  something. 

The  possibility  that  God  perhaps  speci- 
fically wanted  me  in  Colombia  was  begin- 
ning to  sink  in.  Each  time  I  thought  of  my 
parents,  though,  that  possibility  seemed 
remote.  How  could  I  leave  with  my  parents 
being  sure  I  would  either  be  eaten  by  the 
native  cannibals  or  at  least  striken  with 
some  dread,  unknown  disease? 

I  decided  to  mention  it  to  them  one  last 
time  just  to  ease  my  mind.  I  went  home  for 
the  weekend  and  casually  mentioned  that 
I  was  still  interested  in  applying  for  the 
Missionary  Intern  team.  I  waited  for  the 
opposition  that  was  sure  to  come,  just  as 
it  had  each  time  the  subject  had  been  men- 
tioned before.  Instead,  my  mother  said  that 
she  and  my  father  had  been  talking  about 
my  going  and  had  decided  if  I  wanted  to  go, 
I  should.  They  would  stand  behind  me  and 
support  me  in  any  way  they  could.  I  slowly 
rolled  my  eyes  toward  the  sky,  half  expect- 
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"God  had  to  show  me  in  a  very  definite  way  that  He  had 
a  plan  for  my  summer.  At  first  I  refused  to  even 
consider  that  plan." 


ing  to  see  God  peering  down  with  an  "I 
told  you  so"  look  on  His  face. 

Things  were  definitely  narrowing  down. 
Only  one  excuse  remained,  but  it  was  the 
big  one.  My  boss,  who  is  the  kind  of  person 
who  rarely  does  anything  not  beneficial 
to  himself,  was  sure  to  tell  me  it  would 
have  to  be  a  choice  between  my  job  and 
Colombia.  If  he  was  agreeable  to  my  going, 
I  knew  I  had  no  choice  but  to  believe  God 
definitely  wanted  me  in  Colombia. 

Taking  a  deep  breath,  I  entered  his  office. 
A  lot  of  prayer  had  gone  into  this  moment, 
and  with  a  new  boldness  I  announced  my 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  this  "once  in 
a  lifetime"  opportunity.  Before  I  could  even 
finish,  my  boss  was  on  the  edge  of  his  chair 
with  an  excited  sparkle  in  his  eyes.  I 
cringed,  feeling  certain  the  sparkle  must 
be  an  indication  that  he  was  about  to  leap 
across  the  desk  and  choke  me  for  even 
daring  to  ask  such  a  thing.  My  surprise 
was  evident  when  he  excitedly  said  that  of 


course  I  must  take  advantage  of  such  an 
opportunity.  My  job  would  be  waiting  for 
me  when  I  got  back,  they  would  let  me 
leave  whenever  I  needed  to  go,  and  they 
would  do  anything  they  could  to  help.  I 
floated  out  of  his  office,  already  mentally 
packing  for  the  trip. 

God  had  to  show  me  in  a  very  definite 
way  that  He  had  a  plan  for  my  summer. 
At  first  I  refused  to  even  consider  that 
plan.  I  eventually  mellowed  into  at  least 
investigating  the  possibility,  and  finally, 
I  accepted  with  eagerness  the  direction 
God  was  giving  me. 

Often  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  look  beyond 
the  practical  side  of  things.  We  try  to  fit 
our  lives  into  God's  plan  while  retaining 
the  idea  that  "my  way  is  best."  During  the 
summer  months  I  spent  in  Colombia,  South 
America,  God  taught  me  much  about  rely- 
ing on  Him.  I  now  have  a  new  direction  in 
life  and  am  depending  on  His  guidance 
alone  to  lead  me.  !  ] 
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missions 


District-National  Teamwork 
in  Home  Missions 


Arden  Gilmer  explains  how  the  district  and  national  mission 
boards  work  together  to  establish  new  Home  Mission 
churches. 


makes    possible 
are     impossible 


MOST  of  us  at  one  time  or  another  have 
been  members  of  a  team — in  athletics, 
serving  on  church  boards  and  committees, 
in  marriage  and  family  life,  in  musical 
groups,  etc.  Teamwork 
accomplishments  which 
through  individual  effort 

We  as  Brethren  see  ourselves  as  a  fam- 
ily— as  a  team.  We  work  together,  not  be- 
cause organization  demands  it,  but  because 
we  are  one  in  Christ.  We  are  members  of 
one  another  (Ephesians  4:25).  We  support 
and  encourage  one  another  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  as  "true  yokefellows"  (Philip- 
pians  4:3).  We  band  together  to  succeed 
in  doing  for  the  Lord  what  we  could  not 
do  working  individually. 

One  excellent  area  for  teamwork  exists 
between  the  mission  boards  of  the  various 
districts  and  the  national  Missionary  Board. 
A  common  purpose  unites  these  boards. 
They  are  all  striving  to  establish  new 
Brethren  churches  and  to  nurture  them  in 
growth  to  the  point  where  they  are  com- 
pletely self-supporting. 

Geography  provides  the  major  distinctive 
of  each  board.  District  mission  boards  are 
concerned  for  work  within  the  boundaries 
of  their  districts.  The  scope  of  the  national 
board  includes  the  entire  nation.  Therefore 
teamwork  is  necessary  and  beneficial  to 
both  parties.  "Two  can  accomplish  more 
than  twice  as  much  as  one,  for  the  results 
can  be  much  better.  .  .  .  one  standing  alone 
can  be  attacked  and  defeated,  but  two  can 
stand  back-to-back  and  conquer  .  .  ."  (Ec- 
clesiastes  4:9,  12  TLB). 

As  Director  of  Home  Missions,  I  am 
employed  by  the  national  Missionary  Board 
to  work  with  the  district  mission  boards 


and  with  local  congregations  in  developing 
and  implementing  a  comprehensive  church 
planting  strategy  in  the  Brethren  Church. 
Included  in  the  overall  plan  are  church 
planting  opportunities  which  exist  outside 
the  confines  of  our  current  districts. 

During  the  past  three  years  I  have  en- 
joyed attending  district  mission  board  meet- 
ings and  working  along  with  them  in 
church  planting.  Sharing  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  Mission  Board  in  their  new 
work  at  Sarver,  and  with  the  Ohio  District 
Mission  Board  in  their  new  work  in  Medina 
has  provided  me  with  opportunities  to 
learn  about  the  multitude  of  details  in- 
volved in  starting  a  new  church.  What  I've 
learned,  I'll  be  able  to  share  with  other 
districts  as  they  enter  church  planting  pro- 
grams. This  should  strengthen  the  church 
planting  program  in  all  our  districts. 

I've  also  shared  in  some  "mother- 
daughter"  church  plantings,  as  the  national 
Missionary  Board  has  assisted  established 
churches  in  starting  daughter  congrega- 
tions (e.g.,  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel  in 
Tucson,  Arizona).  Of  course,  OPERATION 
IMPACT  has  also  provided  me  a  wealth 
of  experience.  I  see  myself  as  a  servant  of 
the  Lord,  of  the  Brethren,  of  district  mis- 
sion boards,  and  of  local  churches  interest- 
ed in  reaching  out  to  others  with  the  gospel 
of  Christ. 

Guidelines 

In  working  with  district  boards  the 
question  of  "who  is  responsible  for  what" 
often  arises.  In  an  attempt  to  clarify  these 
responsibilities  and  to  supply  needed  guid- 
ance,   the    national   Missionary   Board   on 
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August  8,  1976,  adopted  a  set  of  guide- 
lines dealing  with  the  relationship  between 
district  boards  and  the  national  Missionary 
Board. 

These  guidelines  state  that  the  district 
mission  board  will  assist  with  the  general 
area  survey,  the  feasibility  study,  fund 
raising  for  equipment  and  materials,  pro- 
motion in  their  district,  locating  seed  fam- 
ilies and  tentmakers,  assessment  and  eval- 
uation, and  site  selection  and  fund  raising 
for  the  building.  In  addition,  district  boards 
are  responsible  to:  1)  supply  funds  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  general  area 
survey  and  the  feasibility  study;  2)  supply 
to  the  national  board  at  least  part  of  the 
mission  pastor's  salary;  3)  supply  volun- 
teer personnel  for  community  surveys; 
4)  work  through  the  committee  on  assess- 
ment established  for  each  new  church. 

National    board    responsibilities 

The  responsibilities  of  the  national  Mis- 
sionary Board  include:  1)  approving  any 
target  area  prior  to  the  beginning  of  sur- 
vey work;  2)  designing  and  approving  the 
general  area  survey  and  the  feasibility 
study;  3)  not  committing  funds  to  any 
church  planting  project  for  which  proper 
survey  work  has  not  been  completed  under 
its  own  direction;  4)  supervising  the  gen- 
eral area  surveys  and  the  feasibility  stud- 
ies; 5)  selecting,  employing,  and  training 
the  mission  pastor,  in  consultation  with  the 
district  board;  6)  handling  the  mission 
pastor's  salary  and  mission  church  pro- 
gram funds  (district  funds  should  be 
channeled    through    the    national    board) ; 

7)  establishing  administrative  procedures 
and  the  timetable  for  church  development; 

8)  guiding  program  development;  9)  advis- 
ing on  promotional  strategy;  10)  determin- 
ing equipment  and  material  needs;  11) 
recommending  and  advising  the  mission 
church  relative  to  site  selection  and  the 
construction  of  permanent  facilities;  12) 
making  Revolving  Loan  Fund  monies  avail- 
able for  construction  of  first  units  which 
meet  established  criteria;  and  13)  arrang- 


ing Growth  Partners  support  for  the  new 
church. 

In  fulfilling  their  mutual  responsibilities, 
open  communication  and  consultation  be- 
tween the  personnel  of  the  district  and 
national  boards  insures  understanding  and 
the  smooth  implementation  of  the  respon- 
sibilities of  each. 

In  "mother-daughter"  plantings,  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  mother  church  are  the 
same  as  those  of  the  district  mission  board, 
especially  in  areas  where  no  district  board 
is  functioning.  Within  established  districts, 
the  mother  church  is  an  additional  party 
in  the  work  of  designing  and  implementing 
the  planting  strategy. 

These  guidelines  establish  the  framework 
for  teamwork.  Each  individual  planting  has 
its  unique  characteristics.  Districts  differ 
in  size  and  resources.  These  differences 
and  the  responses  to  them  provide  indi- 
viduality and  flexibility  within  the  general 
framework. 

Larger  districts  with  more  resources  are 
expected  to  handle  a  larger  share  of  the 
responsibilities,  including  finances.  In  small- 
er districts  and  in  areas  outside  of  districts 
the  national  Missionary  Board  will  have  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  financial  respon- 
sibilities. Such  variations  make  it  possible 
to  fulfill  the  biblical  injunctions  of  the 
stronger  helping  the  weaker  and  of  "bear- 
ing one  another's  burdens"  as  members  of 
one  body. 

By  God's  grace  and  because  of  His  re- 
demptive love  experienced  in  each  of  our 
hearts,  we  move  together  "decently  and  in 
order,"  obediently  fulfilling  the  Great  Com- 
mission He  has  entrusted  to  us. 

I  would  appreciate  an  invitation  from 
your  church  to  come  and  share  the  progress 
being  made  in  Brethren  Home  Missions. 
Your  financial  support  through  your  Breth- 
ren Home  Missions  offering  this  Novem- 
ber makes  greater  progress  possible.  I  want 
to  personally  share  with  your  church  how 
God  is  using  your  support  to  reach  others 
with  the  glorious  gospel.  Thank  you  for 
your  growing  concern  and  partnership  in 
the  gospel.  □ 


November  1978 
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What's  Happening 

Inside 

An  Elite  Club 


A    look    at    the    purpose,    performance,    and    potential    of 
a  unique  club  in  the  Brethren  Church. 


THE  club  is  rather  exclusive  with  1248 
members.  Most  of  the  members  are 
individuals,  but  several  groups  also  belong. 
The  club  began  in  1951  but  became  more 
active  in  1959.  Since  then  its  membership 
and  activities  have  stabilized  into  a  steady, 
rather  predictable  pattern. 

Club  members  respond  biannually  to 
specific  opportunities.  Club  membership 
responsibilities  and  financial  requirements 
are  minimal,  with  benefits  far  exceeding 
the  cost  of  membership.  Benefits  include  a 
sense  of  accomplishment  and  fulfillment, 
a  joy  that  comes  from  helping  others,  and  a 
peace  derived  from  active  participation  in 
the  designs  of  eternity.  It  could  be  called  a 
service  club,  for  it  serves  the  desires  of  God 
and  the  needs  of  mankind. 

The  club  is  known  as  "The  Growth  Part- 
ners Club."  Until  the  name  was  changed, 
it  was  called  the  Ten  Dollar  Club.  Members 
of  the  Ten  Dollar  Club  automatically  be- 
came members  of  the  Growth  Partners 
Club. 

The  purpose  of  the  club  is  to  assist  mis- 
sion churches.  It  provides  all  Brethren  the 
opportunity  to  contribute  money  needed  by 
the  mission  church  to  purchase  land  or  to 
construct  a  building.  Sometimes  the  con- 
tributions have  helped  a  church  relocate  to 
an  area  of  greater  potential  for  ministry 
and  growth. 

Since  the  club's  inception  the  minimum 
contribution  per  member  has  been  $10.00, 
with  no  more  than  two  opportunities  to 
contribute  (known  as  "calls")  per  year. 
Several  members  generously  contribute 
more  than  the  minimum  each  time. 

Now  let's  take  a  closer  look  at  the  club's 
performance. 

A  call  issued  in  1959  resulted  in  contri- 


butions by  club  members  of  $9,312.36  for 
the  then  new  Brethren  church  in  Levittown, 
Pennsylvania.  Nineteen  years  later,  in  1978, 
the  last  completed  call  resulted  in  $9,629.00 
for  the  new  Brethren  church  in  Tampa, 
Florida. 

The  graph  gives  a  quick  overview  of  the 
response  to  Growth  Partner  Club  calls  in 
the  past  nineteen  years.  Three  calls  resulted 
in  total  amounts  of  $8,000-$9,000.  Seven 
calls  fell  in  the  $9,000-$9,500  category; 
eight  calls  in  the  $9,500-$10,000  cate- 
gory; ten  calls  in  the  $10,000-$10,500 
category;  five  in  the  $10,500-$11,000 
category;  and  three  in  the  over  $11,000 
category.  The  smallest  amount  ever  re- 
ceived from  a  Growth  Partner  Club  call 
was  $8,086.80.  The  largest  amount  ever 
received  was  $11,500.00.  The  average 
amount  received  per  call  in  these  nineteen 
years  was  $9,971.22. 

From  1959  to  1976  the  median  family 
income  for  white  Americans  increased  from 
$5,660.00  to  $15,571.00,  an  increase  of 
175%.  The  Consumer  Price  Index,  which 
indicates  inflation  rates,  showed  an  in- 
crease of  95.3%  (from  87.3  to  170.5)  dur- 
ing the  same  period. 

Now  let's  relate  these  percentages  to  the 
Growth  Partners  Club  call  responses,  using 
the  1959  call  response  of  $9,312.36  as  the 
base  figure.  If  responses  had  increased  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  median  family  income 
(175%),  the  1976  call  should  have  been 
$25,608.99.  To  keep  pace  with  the  Consumer 
Price  Index,  the  1976  call  needed  to  be 
$18,187.04.  The  best  Growth  Partner  Club 
call  received  in  1976  was  $10,316.15.  Ob- 
viously, responses  to  Growth  Partner  Club 
calls  have  not  reflected  the  rise  in  family 
incomes,  nor  have  they  made  it  possible  to 
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keep  pace  with  inflation.  While  both  in- 
come and  inflation  have  been  increasing, 
response  to  Growth  Partner  Club  calls  has 
remained  static. 

Why  is  this?  Several  reasons  are  evident. 
For  many  years  the  club  was  known  as  the 
"Ten  Dollar  Club."  So  even  though  income 
was  increasing  for  most  club  members,  they 
continued  to  give  $10.00 — and  these  dollars 
were  worth  less  each  year,  as  each  of  us 
knows  from  personal  experience. 

Therefore,  in  1976  the  club's  name  was 
changed  to  "Growth  Partners  Club,"  with 
the  possibility  of  club  members  increasing 
their  response  from  $10.00  to  $25.00  or 
$50.00.  Few  club  members  have  increased 
their  response,  however,  and  total  giving 
remains  the  same,  averaging  $9621.40  per 
call  since  the  name  changed. 

Another  reason  for  no  increase  in  giving 
is  that  few  new  members  are  joining  the 
club.  In  addition,  about  20%  of  the  club 
members  could  be  classified  as  "inactive" 
since  they  have  not  responded  to  a  call  in 
the  last  several  years. 

In  1959,  $9,300.00  was  an  amount  which 
helped  significantly  in  purchasing  suitable 
sites  or  in  aiding  with  construction  costs. 
But  with  a  95%  rate  of  inflation  since  then, 
$9,300.00  does  not  go  nearly  so  far  in  meet- 
ing the  huge  increases  in  the  cost  of  land, 
building  materials,  and  construction  costs. 

Land  which  would  be  suitable  for  church 
sites  is  now  costing  $20,000  to  $30,000  per 
acre  in  some  growth  areas  of  our  country. 
Since  three  acres  is  about  the  minimum 
amount  one  should  buy  for  a  church  site, 
quick  multiplication  shows  a  cost  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  just  for  the  site.  If  Growth 
Partners  Club  response  had  kept  pace  with 
the  rate  of  inflation,  its  significance  would 
be  greatly  enhanced. 

An  active  and  expanding  Growth  Part- 
ners Club  is  essential  if  we  are  to  fulfill 
our  Lord's  commission  to  plant  churches. 
The  following  steps  would  help  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  the  Growth  Partners 
Club: 

1)   Each  Growth  Partner  Club  member 


increase  his  minimum  response  from  $10.00 
to  at  least  $20.00. 

2)  Inactive  club  members  become  active 
respondents. 

3)  Increase  the  total  number  of  members 
in  the  Growth  Partners  Club  to  2,000  by  the 
end  of  1979.  Local  church  members,  offi- 
cers, pastors,  and  missionary  committees 
should  launch  an  intensive  campaign  to 
enlist  more  members  for  the  club.  The  cur- 
rent membership  of  1248  represents  about 
16%  of  all  Brethren  families.  Reaching  a 
goal  of  2,000  would  mean  about  25%  of 
all  Brethren  families  participating  in  the 
Growth  Partners  Club. 

4)  Continue  to  realize  the  importance  of 
the  tremendous  boost  the  club  call  gives  to 
the  recipient  church  at  a  crucial  time  in  its 
development.  Brethren  from  all  over  the 
country  helping  other  Brethren  enlarge 
their  work  for  Christ  is  the  ultimate  ex- 
pression of  the  Growth  Partners  Club.  Its 
worth  can  be  developed  significantly. 

Write  to  the  Missionary  Board  today  and 
request  club  membership  forms.  Then  work 
to  increase  by  at  least  10%  the  number  of 
Growth  Partners  Club  members  in  your 
church. 

— Reverend  Arden  E.  Gilmer 
Director  of  Home  Missions 
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Vernelle    Sullivan    reports    on    VBS    at    Northwest    Brethren 
sapeL 


ORGANIZING  a  vacation  Bible  school  is  often 
a  challenging  experience  and  often  a  discourag- 
ing one.  But  always  in  the  end  it  is  an  experience 
full  of  many  blessings  that  only  the  Lord  can 
provide. 

Plans  for  the  Bible  school  at  Northwest  Breth- 
ren Chapel  were  begun  in  February.  A  brochure 
was  distributed  to  the  congregation  to  enlist 
teachers  and  other  necessary  workers.  Response 
was  slow,  but  then  the  Lord  began  to  speak  to 
the  hearts  of  many  from  our  church  and  some 
from  First  Brethren  of  Tucson,  our  mother 
church.  As  always,  the  Lord  provided. 

Then  I  went  to  the  Christian  bookstore  to 
purchase  the  material,  only  to  be  informed  that 
they  no  longer  carried  it  in  stock.  It  would  take 
one  month  to  process,  and  none  was  returnable. 
It  seemed  for  a  few  weeks  that  Satan  was  work- 
ing overtime  trying  to  discourage  me.  But 
through  prayer  and  with  encouragement  from 
Pastor  Bill  Curtis,  I  kept  receiving  new  bless- 
ings and  enthusiasm  for  the  ministry  God  had 
called  me  to  this  year. 

I  really  feel  we  had  the  best  vacation  Bible 
school  staff  that  I  have  ever  worked  with.  They 
were  cooperative,  enthusiastic,  and  loved  the 
children.  Most  of  all,  they  loved  our  Lord  Jesus 
and  wanted  to  serve  Him  in  any  way  they  could. 

I  have  never  worked  with  a  VBS  ministry  in 


which  I  have  been  disappointed,  but  this  year's 
VBS  brought  an  exceptional  blessing.  There 
were  40  children  registered,  with  16  adult  work- 
ers. The  greatest  blessing  came  when  14  boys  and 
girls  accepted  Jesus  as  Savior.  A  project  offer- 
ing of  $42.16  was  raised  to  help  at  least  two 
youth  attend  Arizona  Brethren  Camp. 

All  the  time,  effort,  and  money  that  went  into 
this  VBS  were  really  worthwhile.  We  not  only 
discipled  children  in  the  teaching  of  the  Lord, 
but  we  also  brought  many  new  families  into  the 
closing  VBS  program,  which  was  held  during  the 
regular  Sunday  school  hour  the  following 
Sunday.  There  were  some  68  in  attendance. 

There  is  a  little  poem  called  "God  and  I"  which 
sums  up  my  experiences  with  VBS  this  year.  The 
poem  tells  about  a  weary  struggle  to  accomplish 
a  job,  and  the  inability  to  progress  due  to  so 
many  barriers.  But  then  when  the  Lord  became 
a  partner  in  the  job,  it  was  accomplished  by  two 
working  to  get  things  done. 

We  will  appreciate  your  continued  prayers  for 
our  follow-up  program  after  our  wonderful 
Bible   school   experiences. 


The  current  Growth  Partners  Club  call  is  for 
Northwest  Brethren  Chapel.  This  report  of  its 
fine  Bible  school  indicates  the  church's  need  for 
its  own  facilities  as  it  continues  to  grow. 


ie  Starts  with  God 

Don  Snell  tells  how  a  new  pastor  looks  at  Home  Missions. 


WHERE  DOES  ONE  START  with  a  Home 
Mission  church  that  has  been  in  existence  for 
twelve  years? — that  has  a  very  capable  congre- 
gation, but  small? — that  has  people  eager  to 
move,   but  on  the  verge  of  discouragement? 

The    answer   seems   obvious:    One   starts   with 
God    and    prays.    For    the    question    is,    "Who's 
ministry  is  this,  ours  or  God's?"  It  doesn't  take 
long  to  discover  that  it  is  God's  ministry. 
/  am   the  vine,  you  are  the  branches. 
He  who  abides  in  me,  and  1  in  him,  he  it 
is  that  bears  much  fruit,  for  apart  from 
me  you  can  do  nothing.  If  a  man  does 
not  abide   in   me,   he   is  cast  forth   as  a 
branch  and  withers;  and  the  branches  are 


gathered,  thrown  into  the  fire  and  burned. 
If  you  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide 
in  you,  ask  whatever  you  will,  and  it 
shall  be  done  for  you.  By  this  my  Father 
is  glorified,  that  you  bear  much  fruit, 
and  so   prove   to   be   my   disciples." 

John  1 5:5-8. 
What  we  have  begun  to  do  here  at  Cedar 
Falls  is  to  abide  in  Christ  and  to  allow  His  words 
to  flow  in  us.  We  do  this  in  order  to  discover 
exactly  what  it  is  that  He  wishes  to  produce  in 
and  through  us.  Therefore,  we  are  beginning  to 
build  the  framework  of  the  ministry  that  the 
Lord  has  been  preparing. 
In  constructing  any  building,  one  begins  with 
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the  foundation.  Our  foundation  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  As  Paul  says  in  I  Corinthians  3:11,  "For 
no  man  can  lay  a  foundation  other  than  the  one 
which  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ."  Our  goal 
here,  then,  is  to  center  our  teaching  around  the 
word  of  Christ,  especially  emphasizing  being  a 
part  of  the  people  of  God  in  His  new  covenant 
through   the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Continuing   to   picture   a   building,   one   would 
next  put  up  the  support  walls  that  hold  the  rest 


Rev.   Don   Snell  is  the 

new  pastor  of  the  Cedar 

Falls,  Iowa,  Brethren 

Church. 


of  the  building  together.  We  see  this  to  be  the 
leaders  of  a  body  of  believers.  In  Ephesians  4:16 
Paul  describes  them  as  ligaments  and  joints 
that  allow  the  body  to  function  together. 

We  have  begun  to  build  the  leadership  here 
by  developing  times  and  opportunities  to  pray 
together  and  to  discover,  develop,  and  use  the 
gifts  that  God  has  given  these  people.  These 
leaders,  in  turn,  will  be  able  to  help  the  rest  of 
the  body  grow  in  love  and  maturity  as  they  care 
for  and  exhort  the  other  members  and  as  they 
set  an  example  for  them  to  follow. 

This  growing  in  love  and  maturity  is  the 
raising  of  the  rest  of  the  building.  We  have 
barely  scratched  the  surface  here. 

What  we  are  doing  is  holding  before  the  whole 
body  a  vision  of  the  unlimited  possibilities  of 
ministry  that  God  wishes  to  accomplish  in  us 
and  through  us. 

We  are  not  striving  for  a  rigid,  dead  structure, 
but  rather  for  a  living  unit  that  breathes  and 
moves  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  this 
living  unit,  fruit  will  be  produced;  the  building 
will  increase  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  much 
glory  will  be  brought  to  the  Father  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Special  Home  Mission  Ministries 


Riverside 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Riverside  Christian  Training  School 
in  May  was  held  in  the  school's  newly  completed 
library.  This  colorful,  serviceable  area  is  indeed 
an  asset  to  the  campus  and  is  supportive  of  the 
"new"  look  at  R.C.T.S. 

The  Christian  school  is  accredited  in  its  high 
school  educational  program  and  has  the  greatest 
elementary  program  it  has  ever  experienced. 
Presently  there  are  140  students.  The  staff  is 
complete  except  for  boys'  dormitory  parents  and 
a  mechanic-maintenance  worker. 

The  Missionary  Board  provides  facilities  and 
major  maintenance  for  the  school  as  well  as 
contributing    toward    the    school    program. 


Krypton 


The  humanitarian,  church-related  services 
directed  by  Miss  Margaret  Lowery  have  been  in 
operation  for  twenty-five  years  this  past 
October.  God's  answer  to  any  situation  is  a  per- 
son, and  the  life  work  of  Margaret  Lowery  has 
made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  many  in  the 
Southern   Appalachia   area   in   Kentucky. 

There  have  been  countless  ways  of  serving 
the  Lord  in  this  area  of  His  vineyard.  Presently, 
the  program  is  directed  toward  leadership  among 
youth.  There  was  a  vacation  Bible  school  and 
camping  program  this  summer,  and  the  con- 
tinued 4-H,  Cub  Scouts,  and  Homemakers  Clubs, 
along  with  the  Sunday  school  and  Bible  studies, 
constitute  the  Christian  outreach  at  Krypton.  In 


addition,  the  training  and  Christian  attitudes  ex- 
tend into  other  areas  of  the  country  as  these 
young  people  leave  the  area. 


Brethren   House 

Ten  years  ago  Brethren  House  came  into 
reality.  Since  that  time  it  has  grown  into  a 
laboratory  where  the  team  members  experiment 
with  new  ideas  and  materials.  During  the  past 
ten  years  Brethren  House  has  developed  into  a 
"learning  and  doing"   center   of  education. 

The  work  at  Brethren  House  accelerated  rapid- 
ly when  Christian  educators  learned  about  its 
work  and  asked  the  Brethren  House  staff  to 
share  their  experiences  and  materials.  An  illus- 
trated newsletter  is  sent  five  times  a  year  to 
workers  in  all  50  States  and  five  foreign  coun- 
tries. Churches  in  other  parts  of  the  country  in- 
vite the  Brethren  House  staff  to  conduct  teacher- 
training  workshops. 

Using  what  they  have  learned  working  at 
Brethren  House,  the  staff  has  produced  three 
books,  a  filmstrip,  Bible-teaching  games,  and  a 
cassette  tape  for  teacher-training.  Child-tested 
materials  for  several  more  Christian  education 
idea  books  are  ready  for  writing.  Mrs.  Lersch 
resigned  a  public  school  teaching-supervisory 
position  for  two  years  in  order  to  work  full-time 
on  the  staff  and  to  write  articles  for  various 
publications. 

The  work  at  Brethren  House  is  progressing 
steadily  toward  the  scheduled  goal  of  becoming 
a  self-supporting  ministry. 
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the  salt  shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


When  it  comes  to  change,  most  of  us  don't  want  it. 


The  Trauma  of  Change 


WE'VE  never  done  it  like  that  before." 
How  many  times  have  you  heard 
that?  It  may  depend  on  your  age  as  to 
whether  or  not  you've  said  it.  But  not 
necessarily. 

Some  time  back  two  kids  were  playing 
in  a  sandbox.  Suddenly  one  said,  "Don't  do 
that!" 

"Why  not?"  said  the  other. 

"'Cause  we  don't  do  it  like  that;  we've 
never  done  it  like  that  before." 

"I  don't  care,"  said  the  little  boy,  throw- 
ing sand  on  his  playmate. 

She  let  loose  with  a  roundhouse  fist  of 
sand  right  in  his  kisser  and  shouted,  "We 
don't  do  it  like  that.  We've  never  done  it 
like  that,  and  we're  not  doing  it  like  that 
now!" 

She  meant  it.  The  other  kid  took  his  truck 
and  left,  spitting  sand  along  the  way. 

Kids  can  get  violent.  So  can  grownups 
who  act  like  kids. 

Generally,  when  someone  says,  "We've 
never  done  it  like  that  before,"  they're  dis- 
approving or  issuing  a  tactful  warning — 
"Don't  you  dare  change  our  procedure." 

Change  is  often  traumatic.  It  can  even 
make  us  sick.  One  reason  we  become  so 
upset  is  because  change  forces  us  into 
re-learning.  Most  of  us  are  lazy.  New  learn- 
ing hurts. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  everything  we 
do,  routinely  and  traditionally,  is  wrong. 
Certainly  it  isn't.  But  let's  not  close  our 
minds  to  newness. 


'Change  is  often  traumatic.  It  can 
even  make  us  sick." 
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Likewise,  everything  new  is  not  always 
right.  A  lot  of  it  is  experimentation.  It  may 
work  better;   then  again,  maybe  it  won't. 

I  suspect  that  the  human  mind  is  made 
for  growth.  The  mind  has  no  limits  except 
what  we  impose.  We  only  use  about  10% 
of  our  brain  power.  A  genius  may  use  15- 
25%  or  more.  Most  inspired  people  are 
badly  in  need  of  deodorant.  "Perspiration 
is  90%  of  inspiration." 

So  when  it  comes  to  change,  we  don't 
want  it.  It's  like  unlearning  all  I've  been 
doing  all  these  years.  I  knew  enough  to  get 
by,  so  why  change?  Sometimes  I  just 
barely  got  by. 

What  I  now  know  may  be  so  dated  that 
its  ridiculous  to  keep  doing  it  the  same  old 
way.  Most  bankruptcy  is  probably  due  to 
mismanagement  or  refusal  to  change  and 
keep  up  with  the  times.  A  computer  can  do 
the  work  of  ten  men  and  more  accurately. 
A  modern  copy  machine  might  replace 
three  or  more  secretaries. 

The  change-agent,  whoever  he  is,  should 
be  aware  that  for  change  to  be  successful, 
it  should  be  gradual.  That  gives  us  (ths 
changees)  an  opportunity  to  re-learn,  to 
grow,  and  to  see  the  value  of  the  change. 

It  also  provides  a  chance  to  trust  the 
change-agent.  Too  often  change-agents 
(executives,  pastors,  presidents,  even  sand- 
box supervisors)  are  impatient  and  act 
impulsively.  Then  they  become  belligerent 
and  defensive  over  criticism.  The  foolish 
change-agent  could  end  up  with  a  fist  full 
of  sand  in  his  (or  her)  mouth,  like  the  boy 
in  the  sand  box.  As  the  little  girl  said:  "We 
don't  do  it  like  that.  We've  never  done  it 
like  that  before,  and  we're  not  doing  it  like 
that  now!" 

And  that  will  be  the  end  of  it.  □ 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


UPDATE 


news  from  the   Brethren  Church 


Moderator's   Report 

by   Rev.   Duane   Dickson 

I  want  to  express  my  deep  appreciation 
to  the  moderators,  officers,  and  delegates 
of  the  Ohio,  Southeast,  and  Midwest 
district  conferences  for  their  warm  hos- 
pitality. It  is  a  wonderful  privilege  to 
meet  with  Brethren  from  different  areas 
of  our  great  country.  Even  though  we 
are  different  people  from  different  areas, 
I  have  been  reassured  that  we  are  truly 
Brethren. 

I  have  received  a  warm  welcome  at 
every  conference,  and  there  has  been  a 
genuine  effort  to  make  me  feel  a  part 
of  each  conference  program.  I  had  some 
initial  concern  about  whether  or  not 
people  would  feel  free  to  discuss  the  work 
of  their  church  and  their  district.  I  have 
been  very  pleased  with  the  ready  response 
I  have  received.  Everywhere  there  is  a 
willingness  to  help — in  fact  the  Brethren 
seem  eager  to  supply  constructive  infor- 
mation concerning  the  local  church  and 
the  district.  I  have  received  some  ex- 
pression of  concern,  some  suggestions, 
and  some  observations  relative  to  the 
General  Conference,  but  I  would  like  to 
receive  more. 

I  have  also  observed  a  common  bond 
of  love  in  all  areas  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  There  is  a  great  concern  for  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  It  is  also 
refreshing  to  know  that  there  is  a  deep 
concern  about  the  district  and  national 
organization  of  the  church. 

As  I  read  the  district  and  national 
statistical  reports,  I  am  very  concerned 
about  the  decrease  in  Sunday  school  and 
church  attendance.  Evangelistically  we 
are  failing.  Statistics  are  great  reminders 
of  our  effectiveness  and  are  not  meant 
to  discourage  us.  Instead,  they  should  en- 
courage us  to  devise  and  implement  plans 
that  will  enable  us  to  overcome  the  ob- 
stacles that  have  hindered  us  in  the  past. 
Let's  accept  the  challenge  to  reach  beyond 
our  church  doors,  and  God  will  bless  us 
with  a  harvest  of  souls. 

"If  my  people  .  .  .  shall  humble 

themselves,   and  pray  .   .   . 
then  will  I  .  .  .  heal  their  land." 

II  Chronicles  7:14 


Oak   HiH  honors  grandparents 
on  Grandparent's  Day 

Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.— Grandparents  of  the  Oak  Hill 
Brethren  Church  were  honored  on  Sunday,  S2p- 
tember  10,  at  a  dinner  sponsored  by  the  Willing 
Workers  Sunday  School  Class.  The  occasion  was 
Grandparent's    Day,    a    new   national   holiday. 

Fifteen  grandparents  attended  the  dinner  and 
were  seated  at  the  table  of  honor.  Each  grand- 
parent also  received  a  small  prize. 

A  "This  Is  Your  Life"  program  followed  the 
dinner.  As  a  part  of  this  program,  the  grandpar- 
ents tried  to  identify  their  grandchildren,  who 
spoke  from  another  room.  Special  music  was  pre- 
sented by  Suzanne  Pennington. 


AC   graduate   enrollment   up, 
undergraduate    enrollment   down 

Ashland,  Ohio — Graduate  enrollment  at  Ashland 
College  has  shown  a  substantial  increase  while 
full-time  undergraduate  enrollment  continues  to 
hover  around  the  1,600  mark  this  fall,  according 
to  AC  President  Arthur  L.  Schultz. 

Total  enrollment  for  the  fall  semester  declined 
slightly  from  2,209  students  in  1977  to  2,189,  Dr. 
Schultz  said.  First-time  freshmen  number  405,  13 
fewer  than  at  this  time  last  fall. 

The  number  of  full-time  undergraduates  has 
decreased  from  1,670  to  1,623  and  part-time  under- 
graduates have  gone  down  from  163  to  112.  The 
number  of  students  enrolled  in  graduate  programs 
at  Ashland  College  has  shown  a  marked  upswing, 
however,  from  263  full-time  students  to  299  this 
year.  Part-time  graduate  enrollment  has  also  im- 
proved from  105  to  149  students. 

Increases  occurred  in  nearly  all  graduate  pro- 
grams at  AC.  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  re- 
ports 272  full-time  enrollees  this  term,  a  jump 
from  259  last  fall.  Part-time  enrollment  at  the 
seminary  has  decreased  slightly  from  61  students 
last  year  to  59. 

"Ashland  College  is  following  the  national  trend, 
we  feel,"  pointed  out  Dr.  Schultz.  "Graduate  and 
continuing  education  are  on  the  upswing,  but  the 
count  of  full-time,  newly  graduated  18-year-olds 
is  declining.  Ashland  College  is  encouraged  that 
it  has  held  its  percentages  better  than  the  national 
average  for  private  institutions,  but  we  must 
increase  our  recruitment  and  student  retention 
efforts." 
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Garber  Brethren  on  the  move 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  Garber  Brethren  Church  of 
Ashland,  Ohio,  is  on  the  move!  The  past  few 
months  have  been  a  time  of  both  physical  changes 
as  well  as  spiritual  growth  in  the  church. 

The  church  has  set  a  goal  of  "108  in  '78"  (108 
people  in  1978).  With  the  hope  of  realizing  that 
goal,  more  parking  became  a  priority.  The  old 
parking  lot  was  renovated  to  provide  much  more 
parking  space.  A  contractor  was  hired  for  this 
project,  but  many  people  from  the  church  pro- 
vided hours  of  volunteer  service  in  reseeding  the 
lawn,  picking  up  stones,  shoveling  dirt,  etc.  The 
laymen,  the  youth,  and  even  some  summer  cru- 
saders became  quite  accustomed  to  the  feel  of  a 
shovel! 

In  August  the  parsonage  received  a  face  lift 
with  lovely  new  green  paint.  This  work  was  also 
done  with  volunteer  help. 

As  goals  are  set  and  jobs  are  completed,  the 
people  in  a  congregation  begin  feeling  closer  to 
one  another.  At  Garber  this  has  truly  been  evi- 
dent. Not  only  have  things  been  accomplished  in 
record  time,  but  also  Christian  love  and  fellow- 
ship have  bubbled  over  within  the  church  body. 

What  better  way  is  there  to  really  get  to  know 
one  another  than  to  take  the  whole  church  for 
an  overnight  camping  retreat  at  Camp  Bethany? 
This  is  exactly  what  Garber  did  on  the  weekend 
of  September  8  and  9,  1978. 

Forty-five  members  and  friends  of  the  church 
traveled  to  the  camp  on  Friday  evening.  Activi- 
ties included  a  wiener  roast,  brainstorming  ses- 
sions, children's  activities,  volleyball  tournaments, 
swimming,  and  the  desire  for  everyone  to  quit 
being  quite  so  friendly  and  sociable  and  go  to 
bed  at  a  reasonable  time! 

The  highlight  and  most  impressive  part  of  the 
retreat  was  a  baptismal  service  held  by  the  lake 
about  noon  on  Saturday.  Fourteen  people  were 
baptized  in  the  lake  by  Pastor  Gilmer,  with  Steve 
Barber   assisting   with    the   laying-on   of   hands. 

The  church  has  also  been  quite  privileged  to 
have  several  college-age  young  people  willing  to 
worship  and  serve  in  the  congregation.  This  has 
brought  about  the  creation  of  a  new  college-career 
class. 

We  give  God  praise  and  glory  for  all  He  has 
done  and  for  all  He  is  going  to  do  at  Garber  Breth- 
ren Church.  We  praise  Him  for  supplying  the 
church  with  such  a  wonderful  pastoring  couple. 
Pastor  Herbert  and  Evelyn  Gilmer  have  a  radiant 
and  glowing  Christian  life  and  love. 

With  God  for  us  and  all  these  wonderful  things 
happening,  how  could  we  realize  anything  other 
than  success? 


PRAISE   GOD! 


— Joanne  Kroft 


Tiosa  wins  attendance  contest 

Rochester,  Ind. — The  Tiosa  Brethren  Church  has 
been  enjoying  many  activities  during  the  last  few 
months,  according  to  correspondent  Mrs.  Robert 
Lewis. 

During  July  and  August,  the  Tiosa  congregation 
and  the  neighboring  Whipporwill  Church  engaged 
in  an  attendance  contest.  Tiosa  won  the  contest 
and  was  entertained  by  the  Whipporwill  Church 
at  a  dinner  on  Sunday,  September  24.  Sunday 
school  attendance  at  Tiosa  averaged  85  during 
July  and  August  this  year,  compared  to  an 
average  of  69  for  the  same  two  months  in  1977. 

August  6  was  a  special  day  for  the  Tiosa  con- 
gregation. On  that  day  the  worship  service  was 
held  at  the  Tippecanoe  River,  with  a  picnic  fol- 
lowing the   service. 

During  the  church  service,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wendell 
Scott  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Van  Duyne  were 
ordained  as  deacons  and  deaconesses.  Rev.  Arthur 
Tinkel  of  Wabash  assisted  Rev.  John  Shultz, 
pastor  of  the  Tiosa  Church,  with  the  ordination. 
At  the  close  of  the  service,  Rev.  Shultz  baptized 
two  new  members  in  the  Tippecanoe  River. 

October  1  was  "Guess  Who's  Coming  to  Dinner 
Day"  at  Tiosa.  On  that  day  various  families  hosted 
surprise  guests  for  the  noon  meal. 

Previous  to  October  1,  families  had  signed  up 
to  be  either  hosts  or  guests  for  Sunday  dinner.  A 
committee  planned  where  guests  were  to  go, 
but  didn't  tell  the  guests  until  after  the  church 
service  on  the  first.  Hosts,  likewise,  didn't  know 
whom  to  expect  until  their  guests  arrived  (al- 
though they  had  been  informed  a  week  ahead 
how  many  to  expect).  The  hosts  provided  the 
meal  and  the  guests  brought  a  salad  or  dessert. 

This  occasion  provided  an  opportunity  for 
various  families  in  the  church  to  get  to  know  one 
another  better  and  to  engage  in  Christian 
fellowship. 


Scriptures  now  available 
in  1,631   languages 

New  York,  N.Y.  (ABS  News)— At  least  one  book 
of  the  Bible  has  been  published  in  1,631  of  the 
world's  languages  and  distinct  dialects.  These 
1,631  languages  represent  a  little  over  half  of  the 
world's  3,000  known  languages  and  dialects. 

In  1977,  28  languages  were  added  to  the  list 
of  languages  into  which  at  least  one  book  of  the 
Bible  has  been  translated.  Among  these  28  are 
seven  languages  spoken  in  Papua-New  Guinea, 
three  in  Indonesia,  and  others  in  countries  stretch- 
ing from  Nepal  to  Argentina. 

Last  year  entire  Bibles  were  published  for  the 
first  time  in  four  languages. 
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The  Wayne  Heights  Brethren  Church.  The 
Sunday  school  addition  is  at  the  left  in  this  photo 
by  Sid  Miller. 
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Fire  at  Wayne 

Waynesboro,  Pa. — On  Sunday  afternoon,  Septem- 
ber 24,  the  sanctuary  of  the  Wayne  Heights 
Brethren  Church  was  the  scene  of  a  small  fire.  No 
damage  was  done;  in  fact,  the  members  and 
friends   of  the  church  were  delighted! 

September  24th  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the 
history  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Church!  On  this 
date  we  observed  Rally  Day,  Church  Loyalty 
(Homecoming)  Day,  and  Mortgage  Burning  Day! 
A  number  of  people  observed  that  it  was  the 
greatest  day  they  could  remember  in  the  history 
of  the  church. 

The  day  began  with  the  Sunday  school  service. 
An  excellent  gospel  concert  was  included  during 
this  hour,  presented  by  the  "Singing  Inspirations," 
a  visiting  group  of  singers. 

The  morning  worship  service  brought  out  the 
largest  attendance  of  worshipers  on  record  at 
Wayne  Heights.  It  was  necessary  to  set  up  fold- 
ing chairs  at  the  rear  of  the  sanctuary  to  accom- 
modate all  who  came.  It  was  a  real  thrill  to  see 
a  large  number  of  non-resident  members  and 
visitors  present  for  this  service. 

Included  in  the  worship  service  was  a  roll  call 
of  church  membership,  with  each  member  re- 
sponding as  his  or  her  name  was  called.  The 
singing,  the  enthusiasm,  and  the  spirit  at  this 
worship  service  were  enough  to  warm  any  be- 
liever's heart.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service 
a  young  man  stepped  forward  to  rededicate  his 
life  to  the  Lord  and  to  express  his  intention  of 
becoming  an  active  member  of  the  church  again. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  worship  service,  every- 
one was  invited  to  a  fellowship  meal  in  the  church 
social  room.  The  tables  were  filled — both  with 
diners  and  with  delicious  food. 

Then  came  the  climax  of  the  day's  activities — 
the  Mortgage  Burning  Service.  Gathering  in  the 
sanctuary  at  1:30  p.m.,  the  congregation  again 
had  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  "Singing  Inspira- 
tions" glorify  the  Lord  in  song. 

Remarks  were  offered  by  Don  Kline,  chairman 
of    the    building    committee;    James    Ford,    chair- 
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man  of  the  building  finance  committee;  John 
Schlegel,  Sunday  school  superintendent;  Fred 
Hammond,  church  moderator;  Judy  Stevens, 
church  treasurer;  and  the  pastor,  Henry  Bates. 
Two  thoughts  ran  through  the  remarks  of  each 
of  these  speakers:  First,  the  wonderful  spirit  of 
harmony  that  prevailed  throughout  the  entire 
time  of  building  and  paying  for  the  Sunday  school 
addition;  and  second,  the  miracle  of  paying  for 
such  a  building  in  less  than  three  years. 

The  mortgage  was  then  handed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  Jack  Warren.  Mr. 
Warren  and  Mr.  Ford  touched  matches  to  the 
papers  while  the  pastor  held  them.  The  congrega- 
tion watched  with  great  joy  as  the  flames  con- 
sumed the  bank  notes,  and  "all  the  people  said, 
'Amen'."  The  service  closed  with  a  very  appro- 
priate hymn,  "To  God  Be  the  Glory." 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  Sunday  school  addi- 
tion at  Wayne  Heights  in  October  of  1975,  and 
the  building  was  completed  in  May  of  1976.  Total 
cost  of  the  addition  was  approximately  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  In  less  than  three  years  from 
the  time  of  ground-breaking,  all  debts  and  loans 
have  been  completely  paid  off!  During  this  time 
congregational  giving  to  the  other  programs  of 
the  church — both  local  and  denominational — have 
shown  steady  increases  also.  For  a  congregation 
comprised  of  less  than  one  hundred  resident  and 
active  members,  we  feel  that  this  is  certainly  a 
manifestation  of  what  our  God  can  do  when 
"people  have  a  mind  to  work." 

The  brethren  at  Wayne  Heights  do  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  once  again  thank  the  brethren 
throughout  the  denomination  for  the  help  which 
they  gave  to  this  addition  through  their  contribu- 
tions to  the  Ten  Dollar  Club  (now  Growth 
Partners  Club).  We  solicite  your  continued 
prayers  as  we  seek  to  utilize  this  now  debt-free 
building  for  the  nurturing  of  believers  and  for  the 
reaching  of  the  lost. 

— Rev.  Henry  Bates,  pastor 


November  1978 
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Helen  Shively  receives 
Outstanding  Alumna  Award 


Ashland,  Ohio — Miss  Helen  Shively,  a  member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Ashland  (Park 
Street),  was  honored  as  an  outstanding  Ashland 
College  alumna  at  the  college  homecoming  on 
October  7.  She  was  one  of  two  alumni  chosen  for 
the  award  this  year. 

Also  receiving  the  award  was  another  Ashland 
resident,  Mr.  Virgil  Cox,  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1S28. 

Persons  become  eligible  for  the  Outstanding 
Alumni  Award  10  years  after  their  initial  date 
of  enrollment  at  Ashland  College.  They  are  nom- 
inated by  fellow  alumni,  with  the  final  selection 
made  by  the  Ashland  College  Alumni  Association 
Board. 

Miss  Shively  received  her  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Ashland  College  in  1239  and  went  on 
to  earn  her  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  library 
science  from  the  University  of  Illinois  Library 
School  in  1940.  Since  that  time  she  has  served 
Ashland   College    as   its   reference   librarian. 

In  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
First  Brethren  Church,  Miss  Shively  has  served 
as  literature  secretary  of  the  National  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Brethren  Church  since 
1954.  She  is  currently  president  of  the  local 
W.M.S.,  a  post  she  held  from  1959  to  I960  and 
from   1965  to  1966. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  American  Association 
of  University  Professors,  the  Ohio  Library  Asso- 
ciation, Pi  Alpha  Gamma  Sorority,  The  Esoteric 
Club,  and  the  Ashland  College  Faculty  Women's 
Club. 

Miss  Shively  was  honored  by  fellow  alumni  for 
her  long  and  dedicated  service  to  Ashland  College 
and  its  students  as  well  as  for  her  life-long  in- 
volvement in  the  church. 


Helen  Shively  was  one  of  two  Outstanding  Alumni 
of  Ashland  College  honored  at  this  year's  AC 
homecoming. 


Derby   and   Gretna   engaged   in   contest 


Derby,  Kans. — The  Gretna  Brethren  Church  of 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  and  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Derby,  Kansas,  are  in  the  midst  of  an  attend- 
ance contest.  The  purpose  of  the  contest  is  to 
spur  church  members  to  seek  to  reach  other 
people  for  the  Lord  and  His  church. 

Adding  interest  to  the  contest  is  the  fact  that 
the  pastor  of  the  Gretna  Church,  Rev.  Leroy 
Solomon,  is  the  son  of  Rev.  George  Solomon, 
pastor  of  the  Derby  Church.  As  if  this  were  not 
enough,  Rev.  George  Solomon  is  also  a  former 
pastor  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church.  All  this 
makes  for  a  challenging  contest,  as  the  two 
churches  and  the  father  and  son  seek  to  further 


the  cause  of  Christ  and  church  growth. 

The  contest  began  on  September  3  and  will 
conclude  on  December  24.  Each  church  is  trying 
to  increase  its  attendance  in  Sunday  school  and 
worship  services  over  attendances  a  year  ago.  The 
percentage  of  increase  in  attendance  each  Sunday 
is  translated  into  points  for  that  church. 

As  of  September  24,  the  Derby  Church  was 
leading  Gretna  135  points  to  80.  Both  churches, 
however,  are  experiencing  increased  attendances 
over  last  year  in  both  Sunday  school  and  worship. 

Watch  for  progress  reports  of  this  contest  in 
future  issues  of  the  Evangelist. 
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Wabash  Brethren  meet  the  challenge 


Wabash,  Ind. — On  Sunday  afternoon,  September 
24,  the  Wabash  Brethren  Church  held  a  dedication 
service  for  its  newly  redecorated  edifice  and  also 
a  mortgage  burning  service.  This  combined  ser- 
vice was  the  culminating  event  in  meeting  a  chal- 
lenge the  congregation  undertook  two  years  ago. 

At  that  time  (two  years  ago)  the  Wabash  con- 
gregation stepped  out  in  faith  and  called  its  first 
full-time  pastor.  This  meant  no  more  rent  money 
from  the  parsonage  and  a  pastor's  salary  to  meet. 
There  was  also  a  mortgage  on  the  church  prop- 
erty of  over  $14,000.  For  years  the  congregation 
had  only  been  able  to  meet  the  interest  payments 
on  this  indebtedness. 

Then  last  year  the  Indiana  District  Mission 
Board  put  another  challenge  before  the  Wabash 
congregation.  For  every  dollar  the  church  paid  on 
its  indebtedness,  the  district  mission  board  would 
pay  two  dollars.  In  October  of  last  year  the  Wa- 
bash congregation  in  its  quarterly  business  meet- 
ing decided  to   accept   this   challenge. 

The  long-held  dream  of  a  debt-free  church  came 
true  when  the  final  indebtedness  was  paid  in 
May  of  this  year! 

In  addition  to  meeting  its  current  expenses  and 
paying  off  its  indebtedness,  the  church  has  made 
a  number  of  improvements  in  the  past  two  years. 
Some  of  these  were  physical  improvements,  others 
were  in  the  church's  program.  Following  is  a  list 
of  these  improvements: 
— Arranged   a   separate   children's   department   in 

the  Sunday  school. 
— Organized  three  new  Sunday  school  classes,   a 

Sisterhood,  and  a  junior  church. 
— Repaired  plastering  throughout  the  entire  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  $850. 
— Carpeted  the  sanctuary  and  the  outdoor  steps. 
— Paneled   and  carpeted  the  nursery. 
— Carpeted   a   Sunday   school   room,   the   kitchen, 

and  both  restrooms. 
— Painted  the  sanctuary,  the  overflow  room,  and 

five  classrooms. 
— Built   and  installed   a   lighted  church   sign. 
— Planted  new  shrubbery  around  both  the  church 

and  the  parsonage. 
— Purchased  a  good  used  organ. 

All  these  improvements  were  made  as  the  Lord 
provided  the  money.  No  indebtedness  was  incurred 
on  these  projects.  But  this  is  merely  a  start — 
there  are  still  many  improvements  to  make  as 
God  provides. 

The  dedication  and  mortgage  burning  service 
on  September  24  was  a  very  joyous  occasion.  Rev. 
Dana  Hartong,  first  pastor  of  the  Wabash  Breth- 
ren Church,  delivered  the  message  for  the  service. 
Scripture  was  read  by  Rev.  Frederick  Snyder,  and 


During  the  past  year  the  Wabash  Brethren  Church 
has  paid  off  its  mortgage  and  made  numerous  im- 
provements to   the   church   building. 


Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel  lead  in  prayer.  Both  of  these 
men  are  former  pastors  at  Wabash.  Mrs.  Joan 
Sommers,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Paul  Sommers 
(also  a  former  pastor),  spoke  in  his  behalf. 

Those  taking  part  in  the  mortgage  burning 
were  Mr.  Gary  Taska  and  Mr.  Merle  Holden  from 
the  Indiana  District  Mission  Board,  the  former 
pastors  present,  Wabash  trustees  Mr.  J.  D.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Dick  Grose,  and  Rev.  C.  William  Cole, 
the  current  pastor. 

Following  the  mortgage  burning,  the  congre- 
gation sang  the  Doxology,  and  then  Mrs.  Thomas 
Snyder  sang  "Bless  This  House." 

Burning  mortgages  has  become  a  tradition  with 
Wabash  pastor  Rev.  C.  William  Cole.  He  is  now 
in  his  fifth  parish  and  has  burned  five  mortgages, 
one  in  each  parish. 

— Mrs.  Joanne  Cole 


Membership  Growth 

Flora:     4  by  baptism 

Maurertown:     18  by  baptism,  7  by  transfer 

Sarasota:     4  by  baptism 

Wabash:     1  by  transfer 
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PROSPECTUS 
1979   Summer   Crusader/Intern   Program 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 

Applications  Available:     November  30,  1978,  from  the  BCE,  address  above. 
Applications  Accepted:     December  1,  1978,  through  January  31,  1979. 

Application  Requirements: 

Applicant  must  be  able  to  share  his/her  Christian  experience  with  others. 
Applicant  must  have  completed  at  least  his/her  junior  year  in  high  school. 
Applicant  must  be  available  for  service  from  June  10  to  August  17. 
Applicant  must  be  willing  to  work  cooperatively  within  a  team  framework 
or  singly  for  a  local  church. 

CRUSADER  TEAM  MINISTRIES 
Instructional/Survey  Unit 

Services  offered:  Teaching  in  vacation  Bible  schools,  summer  camps,  or  day 
camps;  assistance  with  music,  recreation,  and  craft  programs;  community  or 
prospect  survey;   camp  counseling;   participation  in  worship  programs. 

Skills  Needed:  Teaching  skills  and  experience,  willingness  to  meet  strangers, 
ability  to  work  with  children  and  youth,  adaptability. 

Number  of  Personnel:     Two  teams  of  four  members  each. 


Services  Offered:  Counseling  and  teaching  in  summer  camps,  family  camps,  re- 
treats; leadership  in  campfire,  vesper,  and  singing  responsibilities;  assistance 
with  recreational  activities;   participation  in  worship  programs. 

Skills  Needed:  Teaching  and  counseling  skills  (experience  preferable),  ability  to 
work  with  children  and  youth,  physical  stamina  and  good  health,  some  athletic 
ability,  informal  speaking  skills. 

Number  of  Personnel:     One  team  of  four  members. 


Schuster  urges  support  of  campus  ministry 

Canton,   Ohio — In   a  letter  being  sent  to  laymen  that   this   represents   "a   significant  movement  in 

throughout   the   Brethren   Church,   National  Lay-  the  development  of  the  Brethren  Church's  sharing 

men's    Organization     (N.L.O.)     President    George  in    a   Campus    Ministry   at   Ashland   College."   He 

Schuster    urges    all    members    of    the    Brethren  adds,    "This   indeed  is   most   encouraging  in  view 

Church   to   support   the  Ashland  College  Campus  of  the  fact  that  the  National  Laymen's  Organiza- 

Ministry.  tion    is    vitally    concerned    and    involved    in    this 

Schuster  comments,  "Having  observed  many  ministry  as  a  national  project." 
incidents  personally  as  to  what  Christian  witness  As  president  of  the  N.L.O.,  Schuster  has  been 
can  accomplish  on  the  campus  of  Ashland  College,  invited  to  be  the  N.L.O.  representative  to  the 
I  can  without  any  reservation  urge  all  the  mem-  Campus  Ministry  Advisory  Council.  Schuster  com- 
bers of  the  Brethren  Church  to  support  to  the  ments  on  this,  "I  can  pass  along  the  assurance  of 
best  of  their  ability  this  Campus  Ministry.  This  a  dedicated  effort  to  provide  what  may  be  the 
ministry  needs  all  the  financial  support  it  can  most  important  segment  of  life  on  any  college 
receive  and  above  all  it  needs  the  earnest  prayer  campus,  a  spiritual  ministry." 
support  of  every  member  in  the  denomination.  Also  in  his  letter,  Schuster  expresses  a  concern 
The  administration  of  A.C.  is  also  concerned  with  about  the  Laymen's  Organization.  He  says,  "I  have 
this  ministry  and  shares  in  the  financial  support  noticed  quite  a  decline  in  the  number  of  delegates 
of  it."  attending  the  Laymen's  sessions  at  General  Con- 
Schuster  notes  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Fred  ference.  Perhaps  this  is  to  be  expected  when  we 
Burkey  to  the  position  of  Director  of  Religious  look  over  the  statistical  report  of  the  denomina- 
Affairs  and  Campus  Ministry  and  agrees  with  a  tion  and  see  only  33.3%  of  our  churches  reporting 
statement    in    a   recent    Campus   Ministry   Update  (continued  on  next  page) 
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Musical  Unit 

Services  Offered:  Presentation  of  worship  services  including  music,  devotional 
messages,  and  puppetry  (if  appropriate)  for  churches,  camps,  conferences,  and/ 
or  community  functions;  survey  work  if  desired;  leadership  of  informal  wor- 
ship gatherings. 

Skills  Needed:  Ability  and  experience  in  puppetry  and/or  public  singing,  ability 
to  work  under  pressure,  adaptability. 

Number  of  Personnel:     One  team  of  six  members. 

INTERNSHIP  MINISTRIES 

NOTE:     Internships  are  designed  for  persons  of  some  maturity  who  are  preparing 
for  careers  in  Christian  service  or  considering  lay  ministries  (tentmaking). 

Pastoral  or  Church  Staff  Internships 

Designed  to  provide  field  experience  for  persons  considering  pastoral  ministry 
or  careers  in  Christian  education,  youth  work,  or  music  ministry.  Each  assign- 
ment is  arranged  individually  for  maximum  benefit  both  to  the  Intern  and  the 
church.  Applicants  should  be  at  least  twenty  years  old,  and  should  show 
definite  promise  in  Christian  service.  Acceptance  is  contingent  upon  placement, 

Camping  Internships 

Designed  to  provide  field  experience  for  a  person  considering  ministry  in  camp- 
related  areas.  The  assignment  would  be  arranged  for  maximum  benefit  to  the 
Intern  and  the  camp.  Applicants  should  be  at  least  twenty  years  old,  and  should 
exhibit  all  of  the  qualities  listed  above  for  members  of  the  camping  team.  Ac- 
ceptance is  contingent  upon  placement. 


Missionary  Internships 


Designed  to  provide  short-term  foreign  mission  experience  for  persons  con- 
sidering missionary  service.  Must  have  a  reading  knowledge  of  Spanish,  some 
musical  ability,  teaching  skills,  work  experience,  and  ability  to  get  along  with 
others.  Plans  are  for  one  unit  of  four  members,  with  location  contingent  upon 
further  developments. 


a  Laymen's  group.  Groups  that  are  active,  that  is. 

"Since  these  groups  were  responsible  for  spon- 
soring Boy's  Brotherhoods  in  their  respective 
churches,  it  is  not  hard  to  see  why  only  5.1%  of 
the  churches  sponsored  these  Brotherhoods.  There 
are  a  lot  of  reasons  presented  for  this  situation 
and  I  have  heard  quite  a  few  of  them.  Many  of 
them  are  legitimate,  of  course,  but  I  wonder  if 
any  of  them  were  presented  to  our  Lord  when  He 
addressed  the  disciples:  'Ye  have  not  chosen  me, 
but  I  have  chosen  YOU  out  of  this  world'  (John 
15). 

"The  Master  needs  men  today  as  He  did  while 
He  walked  among  men.  He  needs  men  in  the 
home,  in  the  church,  in  the  world.  He  needs  men 
with  convictions,  men  with  a  mission." 

The  Laymen's  newsletter  is  sent  to  a  Laymen's 
contact  in  each  church.  If  your  church  is  not  receiv- 
ing this  letter,  send  the  name  of  your  Laymen's 
contact  to  Mr.  George  Schuster,  8O4  Werstler  Ave., 
N.W.,  Canton,  Ohio  44720. 


Derby  youth   buy  sound  system 
for  church 

Derby,  Kans. — The  youth  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Derby,  Kansas,  have  done  some  great 
things  for  the  Lord  and  His  church.  They  are 
excited  and  on  the  move! 

Last  year  they  chose  as  their  1977-78  project  the 
purchasing  of  a  sound  system  for  the  church. 
This  project  is  now  completed,  and  the  sound 
system  was  dedicated  on  October  1. 

The  youth  have  doubled  their  goal  for  the  1978- 
79  year  to  $1000,  and  they  have  both  local  and 
mission  projects  in  mind. 

The  senior  youth  have  also  begun  to  do  visita- 
tion on  Tuesday  evenings.  They  visit  prospective 
young  people — and  they  are  enjoying  it! 

This  fall  the  two  youth  groups  have  been  aver- 
aging between  25  and  30  in  attendance.  We  are 
proud  of  our  young  people  and  their  sponsors! 

— Rev.  George  Solomon 


We  can  make  our  plans,   but  the  final  outcome  is 
in  God's  hands.     Proverbs  16:1   (TLB) 
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In  Memory 

B.  Marion  McQuate,  51,  October  18.  Member  of 
the  Ashland,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Eugene  J.  Beekley,  pastor. 
Ralph  B.  Allison,  74,  October  18.  Member  and 
deacon  of  the  Milledgeville,  111.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  James  Black,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Maude  Lytle,  91,  October  11.  Member  of  the 
Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor.  Mrs.  Lytle  was  the 
widow  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Lytle,  former  Brethren 
pastor. 

Lawrence  Stuckman,  84,  October  10.  Charter  mem- 
ber and  deacon  of  the  Papago  Park  Brethren 
Church,  Tempe,  Ariz.  Services  by  W.  Clayton 
Berkshire,  pastor.  Mr.  Stuckman  was  instrumen- 
tal in  the  establishment  of  the  Papago  Park 
Brethren   Church. 

Ina  Frick,  84,  September  24.  Member  for  over 
50  years  and  deaconess  of  the  South  Bend,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Larry  R. 
Baker,   pastor. 

Viola  Collins,  76,  September  9.  Member  for  64 
years  and  deaconess  of  the  Oakville,  Ind.,  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel  assist- 
ed by  Wes  Ellis,  pastor. 

George  Middleton,  86,  September  3.  Member  of 
the  Maurertown,  Va.,  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Kent  Bennett,  pastor. 

Lillian  Clingenpeel,  74,  July  17.  Member  of  the 
Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Rev.  Albert  Curtright  and  Rev.  John  Edwards. 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Brubaker,  80,  May  13.  Member  of 
the  Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Ser- 
vices by  Rev.  Albert  Curtright. 


Rev.   Lyle    Lichtenberger 
deceased 

Rev.  Lyle  Lichtenberger  passed  from  this  life 
on  September  29,  1978.  Memorial  services  were 
held  October  8  at  the  Boulder  Hill  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Aurora,  111.,  where  he  served.  Death 
was  due  to  cancer. 

Rev.  Lichtenberger  was  a  former  member  of 
the  Elkhart,  Indiana,  First  Brethren  Church,  and 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Fair  Haven,  Ohio,  the 
Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Sarasota,  Florida, 
Brethren  churches.  He  also  served  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  most  recently  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

His  wife,  Lavonne,  lives  at  28  Pioneer  Park 
Place,  Elgin,  111.  60120. 


Weddings 

Karen  Strietelmeier  to  Max  Oyler,  September  30, 
at  Calvary  Lutheran  Church,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Groom  member  of  Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Delia  Stout  to  Bandy  Tinsley,  September  30,  at 
Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Rev. 
Clifton  Roth  and  Rev.  John  Edwards  officiating. 
Members  of  Burlington  First  Brethren  Church. 
Debbie  Hill  to  Ben  Eby,  September  2,  at  Highland 
Brethren  Church,  Marianna,  Pa.;  Rev.  Carl 
Phillips,  Rev.  Richard  Craver,  and  Rev.  Bill  Clark 
officiating.  Bride  member  of  Highland  Brethren 
Church. 

Debra  Gilson  to  Dwayne  Douglas,  August  26,  at 
Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church;  Larry  Bolinger, 
pastor,  officiating.  Groom  member  of  Smithville 
Brethren  Church. 

Bonnie  Daniels  to  Thomas  Allen,  August  18,  at 
Sharon  Baptist  Church.  Bride  member  of  Burling- 
ton, Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  Clem,  59th,  November  27.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  Church,  Maurertown,  Va. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Frye,  55th,  November  10.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind. 
Mr.    &    Mrs.    Ralph   Sausaman,    58th,    October  30. 
Members   of   the   First   Brethren   Church,   Roann, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Brower,  58th,  October  20.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Flora,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lester  Leidy,  50th,  October  18.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  Church,  Vinco,  Pa. 


1 7    nations   seen   forbidding 
Bible   distribution 

New  York  (EP  News) — Seventeen  nations  around 
the  globe  still  place  severe  restrictions  on  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  United  Bible  Societies. 

Those  nations  are:  Afghanistan,  Albania,  Al- 
geria, Angola,  Bulgaria,  Cuba,  Lebanon,  Libya, 
Mainland  China,  Mauritania,  Mongolia,  Russia, 
Saudi  Arabia,  Tibet,  Turkey,  Vietnam,  and  Yemen. 
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Centennial   issue 

Just  to  let  you  know  we  are  enjoying  reading 
the  Centennial  issue  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist. 
It  is  very  interesting  and  very  enlightening.  Mr. 
Schwab  and  I  think  it  is  much  better  than  it  has 
ever  been.  Keep  up  the  fine  work. 

Enclosed  is  a  check  for  ....  May  God  richly 
bless  you  and  those  who  work  with  you  is  our 
prayer. 

—Ruth  Schwab 
Louisville,   Ohio 


Publication   offering 


Your  circular  concerning  the  Evangelist  was 
read  with  much  interest.  We  appreciate  the  expla- 
nations. We  will  do  our  best  to  follow  your  leader- 
ship with  prayer,  etc. 

— Everett    E.    Miller 
New  Paris,  Ind. 

I  have  been  getting  the  Brethren  Evangelist  for 
many  years,  and  I  also  look  forward  to  getting 
it.  It  is  a  very  interesting  magazine.  I  enjoy  it 
very  much.  Thanks  for  a  wonderful  Brethren 
Evangelist.  Hope  that  this   (offering)  will  help. 

— Mrs.    Nathan    Bellomy 
Dayton,  Ohio 
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The  New  International 

Version  Bible,  double 

column  editions. 

Since  1611  A.D.  the  Authorized  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  has 
remained  the  traditional,  accepted  choice.  v 

But  now  there's  the  New  International  Version.  A  modern  English 
translation  so  elegantly  stated,  so  faithfully  accurate,  that  it  ushers  in  a  new 
era  of  Scriptural  clarity  for  Christians  around  the  world.  

NIV  Double  Column  Editions  feature 
unique  subject  headings,  brief  clarifying  notes, 
easy-to-read  Palatino  type  and  16  pages  of  4- 
color  maps  — all  printed  on  quality  Zonderlite 
Bible  Paper.  Get  your  copy  now  in  Dark  Brown 
Skivertex"  cover  with  gold  stamp- 
ing, only  $14.95.  Also  avail- 
able in  Black,  Burgundy  an<fl 
Tan  Leather  with  gold 
edges  and  stamping, 
$44.95. 

The  beginning 
of  a  new 
tradition. 
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Tan  Leather         $47.95  _ 
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Order  from  The  Carpenter's  Shop,    709  Claremonr,  Ashland,  OH     44805 


Get  on  the 


Home  Mission  Team 


Help   wind   up   1978   with   a 


TOTAL  HOME  MISSION  GOAL 

- 

of 


Home   Mission   Goal   Line-Up 

Primary:      10   new   churches   in   5   years 

Secondary:      Increase   Growth    Partner 

membership  to   2,000 

And   for  strong   undergirding: 


Increased   gifts   and   investments  to   total   $15,000 

this   coming   year  to    Revolving    Fund   for 

church    extension. 
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"Why  should  I 
order  my 

Sunday  School 
material 
from  the 

Brethren  Publis 


"It's  as  simple  as  1,  2,  3  .  .  . 

1.  All  curriculum  can  be  ordered  from 
one  source.   (They  handle  five 
companies.) 

2.  They're  interested  in  getting  you 
exactly  what  you  want,  and  they're 
glad  to  work  with  you  to  find  it. 

3.  You  receive  a  free  newsletter, 
"Sunday  School  Notes,"  with  your 
order  blanks.    (It  has  tips  to  help 
you  in  ordering  and  information 
about  new  materials.) 

4.  They  offer  free  consultation  on 
curriculum  problems. 

5.  You  have  assurance  that  all  profit 
from  your  purchase  goes  directly 
into  other  programs  of  the  Brethren 
Church. 


"And  look  at  these  extra  benefits 


— Free  shipping  if  payment  accompanies 
your  order. 

—"Free  Books"  coupons  based  on  your 
previous  quarter's  order. 

— Quick  shipping  by  UPS  to  meet  your 
mid-quarter  needs. 

— Friendly  Brethren  service. 

"They  handle  these  companies: 

Gospel  Light 

Scripture  Press 

David  C.  Cook 

Standard  Publications 

Union  Gospel  Press 


"That's  why!" 

Ask  for  order  blanks  without 
obligation  from: 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Co. 

524  College  Ave. 

Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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ACHING  WITH  PAIN  I  stumble  and  fall, 
a  heap  of  sweat  and  tears.  My  load  is 
unbearable.  Man  was  not  meant  to  carry 
such  a  burden.  My  body  is  twisted  and  bent. 
Even  my  name — the  Bent  One — comes 
from  my  appearance. 

When  I  was  a  babe,  this  load  seemed  so 
light.  I  was  not  even  conscious  of  it. 

I  began  to  feel  its  weight  as  a  young 
man,  but  I  was  strong — so  I  thought — and 
knew  I  could  carry  it.  But  now  I  know 
differently.  I  know  that  it  will  break  me 
and  that  I  will  always  be  broken. 

I'm  scared  and  need  help.  But  where  can 
one  so  bent  find  help?  The  hopelessness  of 
this  thought  only  adds  to  my  agony  and 
to  my  sense  of  drowning.  I  am  engulfed  in 
self-pity. 

But  this  day  is  to  be  like  no  other  that 
I  have  yet  lived,  for  Someone  has  heard 
my  cries. 

"Would  you  like  to  be  free  of  your  load?" 
Someone  asks. 

What  a  ridiculous  question!  "Can't  you 
see  how  bent  and  snarled  I  am?"  I  shout 
in  my  mind. 

"I  have  carried  this  load  all  my  life,"  I 
reply. 

The  Someone  who  heard  remains  silent. 

Looking  up  I  see  him  smile.  He  takes  my 
load !  I  breathe  my  first  breath  of  life. 

When  one  has  breathed  death  as  long 
as  I,  one's  first  breath  of  life  is  both  ex- 
hilarating and  painful — like  breathing  pure 
oxygen  after  escaping  a  smoke-filled  house. 
I  even  count  my  first  few  breaths! 

The  unbelievable  joy  of  freedom  over- 
comes all  my  initial  feelings.  I  seem  unable 
to  contain  myself.  I  run  and  leap  and  shout ! 

Rev.  Don  Snell  is  pastor  of  the  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa, 
Brethren  Church. 

Artwork  is  by  Chuck  Bowers,  a  freshman  at 
Ashland  College.  Chuck  is  from  Fairplay,  Md., 
where  he  attends  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church. 


The  world  has  become  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  I  am  a  small  child  discovering  it  for 
the  first  time! 

Someone!  One  Who  Cares!  I  almost  for- 
got. I  must  find  Him !  In  fear,  I  turn  to  seek 
him.  But  He  Who  Cares  has  not  left.  He  is 
here,  and  in  his  face  is  even  greater  joy 
than  mine. 

Looking  into  his  face,  I  see  life.  Purity 
shines  forth  from  his  eyes.  When  one  looks 
into  his  face,  one  must  either  relax  in  his 
love  and  return  that  love,  or  else  recede  in 
fear  and  hate  the  light  he  gives. 

I  have  never  known  love  before.  I  be- 
come anxious,  not  understanding  the  feel- 
ings I  experience  with  each  new  breath. 
He  puts  his  hand  on  my  shoulder  and  all 
my  anxiety  disappears,  as  the  morning  mist 
vanishes  in  the  warmth  of  the  rising  sun. 

"How  could  you  take  my  load  so  easily?" 
I  ask. 

"I  paid  for  it,"  he  says. 

"Caring  One,  when  did  you  pay  my 
price?" 

"Many  years  ago." 

"Why,  then,  have  you  not  taken  my  load 
until  today,  if  it  has  been  in  your  power 
for  so  long?" 

"Today  you  asked  me." 

*  *  * 

I  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  with  the  One 
Who  Cares.  The  warmth  of  his  words  and 
his  beautiful  graciousness  are  my  constant 
companions. 

We  part  and  I  walk  to  my  home,  feeling 
a  freshness  like  that  of  spring  rain.  I  enter 
the  door  of  my  house  and  turn  on  a  light. 
What  I  see  nearly  breaks  my  heart.  The 
light  that  glares  from  the  lamp  casts  a 
shadow  of  my  form  upon  the  wall.  My 
dreadful  load  is  gone,  but  my  form  is  still 
bent. 

Morning  comes  with  tortoise-like  slow- 
ness, but  at  the  first  rays  of  the  sun  I  set 
out  to  find  the  One  Who  Cares. 

I  find  him  near  a  river,  sitting  quietly, 
ao  though  waiting  for  me. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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"He  looks  at  me  and  says,  'You  are  called  the  Bent  One. 
From  now  on  you  shall  be  the  Strong  One.'  " 


"Caring  One,"  I  cry,  "my  form  is  still 
bent!  Will  it  always  be  so?  Is  there  any 
hope  ?  This  seems  as  unbearable  as  the  load 
itself!" 

The  Caring  One  stands  and  touches  my 
shoulder.  A  peace  comes  over  my  body, 
weary  from  a  night  without  sleep. 

"Sit  here  with  me,"  he  says.  "I  have 
something  to  show  you.  There,  by  the  river, 
do  you  see  that  tree,  so  tall  and  strong  in 
the  morning  sun?" 

"Yes,"  I  reply. 

"When  it  was  a  sapling,  a  man  bent  it 
for  his  own  purpose.  But  its  bonds  were 
broken  and  it  was  set  free.  Only,  like  you, 
its  form  was  bent." 

"But  it  is  strong  and  tall  now,"  I 
interrupt. 

"Yes,  for  it  drank  deeply  from  the  water 
of  the  river  and  it  stretched  for  the  sun. 

"Bent  One,"  he  continues,  "I  am  the 
Light  of  the  World.  I  am  the  Eternal  River. 
Walk  in  my  light  and  drink  of  my  water, 
and  you  shall  become  like  this  tree,  strong 
and  upright.  Do  you  believe  me,  Bent  One?" 

"You  know  my  heart,  Caring  One,"  I 
reply.  "You  know  I  believe." 

He  looks  at  me  and  says,  "You  are  called 
the  Bent  One.  From  now  on  you  shall  be 
the  Strong  One." 

^  H*  *K 

The  fact  that  my  form  was  still  bent 
mattered  to  the  One  Who  Cares,  but  it 
never  hindered  him  from  seeing  me.  I  am 
accepted,  and  I  leave  his  presence  with  the 
assurance  that  I  will  never  be  out  of  his 
thoughts. 

As  I  walk,  my  thoughts  are  solely  on  him, 
and  as  his  light  invades  my  life — even  to 
my  heart — my  freedom  becomes  more  real 
than  I  ever  dreamed  possible. 

A  voice  from  a  nearby  house  calls  my 
attention.  I  look  up  to  see  my  brother.  Why 
had  I  never  seen  it  before?  My  brother,  he 
too  is  bent  and  carries  a  heavy  load! 

I  run  to  him,  and  as  I  put  my  arm  around 
his  back  and  my  shoulders  under  his  load, 
I  say,  "Brother,  there  is  One  Who  Cares. 
Will  you  come  and  meet  him?" 


"Caring  One,  this  is  my  brother.  He,  too, 
is  bent.  I  want  him  to  know  you." 

I  need  say  no  more,  for  my  brother  is 
already  looking  deeply  into  the  face  of  my 
friend.  He  Who  Cares  has  taken  my  broth- 
er's hand,  as  if  greeting  a  friend  who  han 
long  been  lost  but  now  is  found. 

Then  my  friend  does  an  unusual  thing. 
He  asks  us  to  sit  on  a  nearby  log.  He  walks 
to  the  river  and  comes  back  with  a  bucket 
of  water,  then  kneels  before  us.  Imagine, 
him  kneeling  before  us! 

I  stand  to  protest.  "Lord,  you  shouldn't 
do  this!" 

With  firmness  he  says,  "Learn  from  me, 
Strong  One,  and  do  not  try  to  take  a  bigger 
load  than  the  one  from  which  you  were  set 
free." 

I  sit  down  and  the  One  Who  Cares  wash- 
es our  dusty  and  tired  feet. 

*  #  * 

My  brother  and  I  follow  our  friend  to  a 
place  where  we  meet  others  who  have  been 
freed  from  their  burdens  by  the  Caring 
One.  We  greet  each  other,  then  sit  to  listen 
to  him  who  paid  our  price. 

"All  of  you  knew  you  were  bent,  and 
you  realized  the  hopelessness  of  that  con- 
dition. But  be  full  of  joy,  for  all  that  is 
mine  I  have  given  to  you.  And  I  have  shown 
you  the  way  to  walk,  by  caring  deeply  for 
one  another.  Always  walk  in  that  way,  and 
the    joy    of    your    freedom    will    know    no 

bounds." 

*     *     * 

As  the  light  of  the  sun  grows  dim,  we 
go  our  way,  filled  with  the  contagious  joy 
of  the  One  Who  Cares,  able  to  raise  our 
heads  as  never  before. 

As  we  walk,  my  brother  and  I  encounter 
some  who  met  our  friend  but  who  rejected 
his  offer  of  help.  They  say,  "He  had  dust 
on  his  shoes  and  did  not  keep  them  clean 
like  ours." 

We  also  encounter  many  who  know  noth- 
ing of  our  friend,  and  we  eagerly  share  our 
joy  with  them. 

"May  we  know  him,  too?"  they  ask. 

"Yes,"  we  answer.  And  we  shoulder  their 
burden  with  them  and  introduce  them  to 
the  One  Who  Cares.  □ 
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Have    You    Forgotten 


Someone    on 


Your    Christmas    List? 


CHRISTMAS  is  a  time  of  giving  and 
receiving  gifts.  Unfortunately,  for  some 
people  Christmas  is  little  more  than  this. 
Such  people  have  nearly  discarded  the  birth 
of  Jesus  and  all  its  meaning  along  with  the 
used  wrapping  paper,  ribbon,  and  bows. 

I'm  not  saying  that  exchanging  gifts  at 
Christmas  is  wrong.  Giving  and  receiving 
gifts  can  have  real  meaning  when  those 
gifts  are  a  tangible  expression  of  love. 

Those  who  seek  a  biblical  precedent  for 
giving  gifts  at  Christmas  find  it  in  the  gifts 
the  wise  men  gave  Jesus.  Matthew  records 
that  when  the  wise  men  came  to  Jesus, 
"they  offered  him  gifts,  gold  and  frank- 
incense and  myrrh."  And  we  use  this  as 
grounds  for  giving  gifts  today. 

What  is  sometimes  overlooked,  however, 
is  that  the  wise  men  gave  these  gifts  to 
Jesus.  They  didn't  give  one  another  gifts. 
Nor  did  they  have  a  gift  exchange  with 
Mary  and  Joseph. 

Unfortunately,  Jesus  is  often  overlooked 
on  our  Christmas  list.  Now  to  be  sure,  we 
can't  come  and  lay  presents  beside  the  crib 
of  Christ  as  the  wise  men  did.  But  we  can 
find  ways  to  give  gifts  to  Him.  During  the 
Christmas  season,  as  we  spend  time,  effort, 
and  considerable  money  buying  gifts  for 
others,  we  ought  to  spend  some  time  think- 
ing about  what  gift  we  can  give  Him 
whose  birthday  we  celebrate. 

One  of  the  most  meaningful  gifts  we 
can  give  Christ  is  a  gift  of  service — serving 
Him  by  serving  others.  In  the  familiar 
passage  in  Matthew  25,  Jesus  says  to  the 
righteous  at  the  time  of  the  judgment  of 
the  nations,  "Truly,  I  say  to  you,  as  you 
did  it  (an  act  of  service)  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  you  did  it  to  me." 
Give  to  Jesus  by  giving  an  act  of  service 
to  others. 

Recently  I  read  two  short  articles  which 
brought  this  home  to  me.  The  first  of  these 


was  written  by  a  Christian  truck  driver 
who  had  to  spend  Christmas  night  on  the 
road.  As  he  returned  from  his  run,  he  came 
upon  a  family  in  a  stalled  car  along  the 
highway.  He  squeezed  the  family  of  five 
into  the  small  remaining  space  in  his  cab, 
intending  to  take  them  only  as  far  as  the 
next  town.  Finding  no  place  for  them  to 
stay  in  that  town,  he  took  them  on  to  the 
next,  and  then  the  next.  But  they  could 
find  no  place  to  spend  the  night.  The  truck 
driver  finally  decided  to  take  the  family  to 
their  home,  going  out  of  his  way  to  do  so. 
The  second  account  was  by  a  woman  who 
found  it  necessary  to  spend  part  of  Christ- 
mas day  covering  a  telephone  counseling 
service.  She  went  to  this  task  with  consid- 
erable resentment  because  it  took  her  away 
from  her  family  on  Christmas.  But  that 
evening  she  received  a  call  from  a  man  on 
the  verge  of  committing  suicide.  As  she 
talked  with  this  man,  she  was  able  to  con- 
vince him  to  give  up  this  plan  and  to  accept 
help. 

Both  of  these  people  concluded  their  ac- 
counts by  saying  that  these  Christmases 
spent  helping  others  were  the  most  mean- 
ingful they  had  ever  had.  They  had  gotten 
to  the  heart  of  Christmas.  They  had  given 
a  present  to  Jesus — the  gift  of  serving  Him 
by  helping  someone  else. 

Christmas  is  a  time  of  giving  and  receiv- 
ing gifts.  Jesus  gave  us  a  gift  at  Christmas. 
He  gave  Himself. 

As  we  are  choosing  gifts  for  others,  we 
ought  to  give  some  deep  thought  to  what 
specific  gift  we  can  give  Him.  Let's  not 
make  Jesus  the  forgotten  One  on  our 
Christmas  list.  Let's  add  meaning  and 
beauty  to  our  Christmas  by  seeking  to  do 
some  specific  act  of  service  for  someone  in 
need — as  a  Christmas  present  to  Jesus. 

R.C.W. 
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Forging  Stronger  Ties 


O 


Virgil    Ingraham    reports   on   his   recent  administrative  visit 
to  our  Brethren  mission  fields  in  India  and  Malaysia. 


EACH  VISIT  to  our  Brethren  mission 
fields  brings  new  insights  into  the  power 
of  the  gospel  at  work  in  other  lands  and 
cultures.  Administrative  visits  are  consid- 
ered to  be  essential  to  missionary  work 
abroad — for  coordination,  for  evaluation  of 
existing  programs,  for  possible  revision  of 
strategies  and  priorities,  and  for  consider- 
ation and  projection  of  future  ministries. 

Another  vital  purpose  of  such  on-the- 
field  conferences  is  to  verify  and  strengthen 
safeguards  for  the  best  use  of  mission 
funds  and  the  best  application  of  personnel 
as  a  stewardship  to  God  and  to  our  sup- 
porting constituency.  And,  of  course,  the 
meetings  with  national  leaders  and  congre- 
gations afford  us  insights  into  their  highest 
concerns  and  commitments  and  enable  us 
to  forge  stronger  ties  among  Brethren 
people  everywhere.  Our  national  brothers 
and  sisters  have  a  strong  interest  in  what 
Brethren  churches  are  doing  in  other 
countries  of  the  world. 

World,  hunger  is  a  growing  concern  of 
deeply  committed  Christians  blessed  with 
abundance  far  above  their  needs.  We  can 
be  thankful  we  are  at  work  in  India,  for 
in  this  vast  country  of  more  than  six 
hundred  million  people  we  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  some  of 
those  people  who  are  in  such  desperate 
need.  Associated  with  hunger  are  infirm- 
ities of  all  kinds — the  lame,  the  blind,  the 
orphan  and  widow,  the  homeless  and  the 
destitute. 


Rev.  Virgil  Ingraham  is  General  Secretary  of 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
This  article  is  based  on  the  visit  he  made  to  India 
and  Malaysia  from  October  9  to  November  3, 
1978. 


In  India,  the  Hospital  Clinic  at  Rajah- 
mundry  gives  medical  aid  to  1,000  or  more 
poor  people  monthly.  This  includes  several 
visits  each  month  to  remote  areas  with  the 
Mobile  Clinic.  At  Visakhapatnam,  Dr. 
Sujata,  wife  of  Rev.  Vijay  Kumar,  treats 
more  than  350  desperately  poor  people  each 
month  at  the  clinic  and  maternity  center. 
She  also  gives  medical  care  in  remote  vil- 
lages along  with  the  spiritual  ministry  of 
her  husband,  in  this  preacher-physician 
team. 

Church  growth  continues  with  both  new 
members  and  new  congregations  being 
added.  Outlying  and  more  remote  villages 
are  the  most  responsive  to  the  gospel.  A 
small,  permanent-type  prayer  chapel  was 
dedicated  following  the  recent  baptism  of 
55  new  believers  at  Kanuru  village. 

The  more  distant  village  of  Nangegadda 
was  the  location  of  a  large  baptismal  ser- 
vice on  October  14.  On  that  day  Rev. 
Prasanth  Kumar  baptized  93  people  of  the 


Hospital  clinic  at  Rajahmundry,  India,  where 
more  than  1,000  poor  people  are  given  medical 
treatment  monthly. 
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Rev.  Vijay  Kumar  in  front  of  the  building  which 
serves  as  clinic  and  maternity  center,  typewriting 
institute,  and  reading  room  at  V isakhapatnam, 
India. 


new  congregation  in  a  nearby  pond.  This 
village  was  devastated  by  a  cyclone  and 
tidal  wave  in  1977,  but  has  been  nearly 
restored  in  a  cooperative  venture  of  the 
Brethren  Mission  and  the  World  Relief 
Commission  of  N.A.E. 

Additional  new  believers  have  also  been 
added  to  the  city  church  at  Visakhapatnam 
and  to  several  other  congregations  located 
in  the  eight  villages  where  Bible  study  and 
worship  groups  have  been  formed. 

Some  construction  has  become  necessary 
once  more,  due  to  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  rental  facilities.  Several  prayer 
houses  have  been  constructed  using  the 
materials  at  hand — such  as  mud,  palm 
leaves,  and  tree  branches.  The  building  was 
done  largely  by  donated  labor.  A  functional 
building  has  been  erected  in  Visakhapat- 
nam. It  is  strategically  located  near  a  busy 
road,  and  although  not  yet  completed, 
serves  the  current  needs  of  the  congrega- 
tion. A  new  worship  and  Bible  Institute 
Chapel,  which  is  in  its  first  phase  of  con- 
struction, was  dedicated  on  October  19  at 
the  national  center  in  Rajahmundry. 

Self-help  programs  are  being  carried  on 
in  both  Rajahmundry  and  Visakhapatnam. 
Noteworthy  is  the  typing  school  being 
offered  to  students  at  Visakhapatnam  who 
are  unable  to  pay  the  tuition  required  else- 
where. This  school  has  full  government 
recognition  and  a  student  body  of  thirty 
pupils.  In-service  training  for  evangelists, 
pastors,  and  youth  workers  is  provided  at 
another  training  facility  at  Rajahmundry, 
and  several  medical  workers  have  received 
training  in  the  two  clinics. 

Women's  work  is  developing  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Prasanth  Kumar  in  the 


Rajahmundry  area  and  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Vijay  Kumar  in  Visakhapatnam. 
These  programs  are  planned  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  women  and  girls  in  the 
church  and  to  reach  out  to  other  women 
with  the  Good  News. 

Turning  to  Malaysia,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David 
Loi  are  deeply  engaged  in  a  ministry  among 
Chinese-speaking  people  in  Penang.  They 
are  conducting  Bible  studies  and  children's 
services,  plus  their  kindergarten.  These 
activities  are  being  carried  on  at  three  loca- 
tions strategic  to  the  development  of  a 
national  Brethren  Church  in  Malaysia. 
Contacts  have  also  been  established  for 
recruiting  or  training  Malaysian-born 
Chinese  Christian  workers  from  Singapore 
Bible  College. 

We  are  thankful  that  we  share  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel  to  the  Chinese 
people,  for  this  ethnic  bloc  represents  one 
of  the  largest  unreached  groups  of  people 
in  the  world  today. 


Sunday  school  children  at  Telok  Bahang  in  Pe- 
nang, Malaysia. 


Spiritual  hunger,  which  usually  receives 
much  less  attention  than  physical  hunger, 
represents  an  even  greater  motive  for 
missions  in  India  and  Malaysia.  Ministering 
to  the  body  only  is  a  temporary  service, 
but  ministering  to  the  soul  as  well  as  to 
the  body  yields  eternal  benefits  to  all  who 
receive  this  ministry.  It  also  holds  much 
blessing  for  the  participants  who  help  to 
make  these  ministries  possible. 

Let  us  unite  in  renewed  effort  and 
prayer  intercession  for  our  missionary 
families  and  their  national  fellow-workers. 
Pray  that  through  us  and  through  them 
the  love  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  might 
be  shared,  satisfying  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs  of  the  people  through  God's 
abundant  provision.  □ 
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Sheep  Stealing 

and 
Church  Growth 


According  to  Donald  McGavran,  finding  neglected  Chris- 
tians and  bringing  them  into  the  church  is  not  sheep  stealing. 


ONE  of  the  most  common  explanations 
for  growing  churches  by  other  Church- 
es (denominations)  is  that  they  steal  sheep. 
I  have  heard  this  all  around  the  world  and 
across  the  United  States.  Sometimes  the 
charge  is  leveled  against  the  Pentecostals, 
Seventh  Day  Adventists,  or  even  Roman 
Catholics.  What  is  the  substance  of  this 
allegation  ? 

The  fact  is  that  millions  of  neglected 
Christians  live  all  around  us.  Any  pastor 
who  runs  an  attractive,  aggressive  pro- 
gram will  pull  some  of  these  neglected 
people  away  from  their  home  churches. 
The  process  goes  on  all  the  time.  When  a 
member  disagrees  with  his  fellow  members, 
board,  or  minister,  he  often  stops  coming 
and  joins  another  church.  Conversely,  a 
neighbor  says  to  Mrs.  T.,  "Do  visit  our 
church.  We  have  such  a  lovely  choir  and 
such  warm  fellowship."  As  the  friendship 
develops,  Mrs.  T.  drops  out  of  her  old 
church  and  becomes  a  member  of  the  other. 
This  coming  and  going  is  a  perpetual 
process. 

On  the  whole  it  is  a  good  thing.  People 
ought  to  be  free  to  worship  God  where  they 
wish  to  and  churches  ought  to  serve  their 
members  well.  When  the  standard  of  ser- 


Dr.  Donald  McGavran  is  Senior  Professor  of 
Missions  at  the  School  of  Missions,  Fuller  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

The  editors  of  the  Evangelist  would  welcome 
your  response,  pro  or  con,  to  this  thought-provoking 
article. 

Artwork  is  by  Chuck  Bowers. 


vice  gets  low,  members  leave  and  go  to 
other  churches.  Automatic  pruning  helps 
keep  churches  active  and  dutiful.  The  pas- 
tor does  not  want  a  captive  audience,  which 
has  to  take  whatever  he  gives  them.  It 
keeps  the  pastor  on  his  toes  to  know  that 
while  he  is  free  to  preach  the  Word  as  he 
sees  it,  his  people  are  also  free  to  worship 
elsewhere  if  they  feel  he  is  unbiblical  or 
not  challenging  enough. 

The  Church  has  much  to  gain  and  little 
to  lose  by  maintaining  that  the  only  thing 
which  ought  to  keep  any  member  worship- 
ing in  this  congregation  rather  than  in 
some  other  is  personal  choice.  Religious 
freedom  is  precious  and  easily  lost. 

Opposition  to  this  view  is  fathered  by 
the  State  Churches  of  Europe.  In  these, 
men  and  women  belonged  to  the  Church  in 
the  same  way  that  peasants  belonged  to 
the  feudal  lord.  They  were  born  into  this 
Church,  be  it  Lutheran,  Presbyterian, 
Anglican,  or  Roman  Catholic.  It  was  sinful 
(they  were  taught)  to  join  another  denomi- 
nation. Any  pastor  who  tried  to  attract 
them  was  sheep  stealing.  Freedom  of  re- 
ligion and  conscience  simply  did  not  exist. 
Being  baptized  in  infancy  was  like  calves 
being  branded — from  then  on  they  belonged 
to  this  Church  and  woe  betide  him  who 
took  them  into  another. 

The  picture  is  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  as  different  understandings  of  biblical 
faith  developed,  different  views  were 
preached,  often  with  fiery  vehemence.  The 
Millerites,  believing  that  the  Lord  would 
return  on  Oct.  22,  1844,  persuaded  many 
Presbyterians,     Baptists,     Congregational- 
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ists,  and  others  to  join  them.  American 
Christians,  deeply  hurt  by  racism,  in  1975 
pull  those  they  can  influence  out  of  segre- 
gated churches  into  integrated  ones.  But 
this  is  exactly  as  it  should  be.  Christians 
should  be  free  to  persuade  and  counter 
persuade. 

"Well-fed  sheep  cannot  be  stolen."  Con- 
vinced Christians  stay  in  their  own  church- 
es. They  steadily  refuse  to  join  other  con- 
gregations. Indeed,  so  true  is  this,  and  so 
basic  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  whole 
thorny  issue,  that  with  only  a  slight  degree 
of  exaggeration,  one  may  say  of  sheep  that 
"if  they  can  be  stolen,  it  is  not  sheep  steal- 
ing." Finding  sheep  running  wild  in  the 
streets,  or  hungry  on  the  mountain  side 
and  bringing  them  back  to  the  fold  is  not 
sheep  stealing.  It  is  engaging  in  Christ's 
work  of  finding  and  folding  the  lost. 

In  Allahabad,  India,  about  four  miles 
from  the  city  center,  a  suburb  had  devel- 
oped at  Naini.  In  it  lived  fourteen  people 
who  belonged  to  the  downtown  Church 
North  India.  They  almost  never  went  to 
church  or  saw  their  pastor.  Then  in  Naini, 
the  Evangelical  Church  of  India  (a  small 
denomination)  started  two  new  congrega- 
tions which  took  in  these  fourteen  and 
others.  The  downtown  church  angrily 
charged  sheep  stealing.  To  which  the 
pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Church  serenely 
replied,  "Splendid!  You  go  on  sleeping  and 
we'll  go  on  stealing." 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  condoning 
a  mean-spirited  raiding  of  other  congre- 
gations. It  is  sin  to  disturb  the  faith  of 
Christians     who     are    happily    a     part     of 


another  church  unless  one  gives  them 
something  more  biblical.  To  get  Christians 
to  change  affiliation,  without  any  deeper 
understanding  of  the  Lord  or  any  more 
obedient  relation  to  Him,  is  to  be  con- 
demned. Futhermore,  charges  of  sheep 
stealing  are  usually  exaggerated. 

Dr.  Robert  Schuller  writes  that  while 
he  condemns  divisive  competitive  practices, 
he  works  "as  if  our  church  were  the  only 
church  in  a  population  of  a  half  million, 
and  we  are  responsible  for  the  salvation 
of  all  the  people  there."  No  wonder  his 
church  has  grown  enormously. 

During  the  past  fifty  years,  most  pas- 
tors in  North  America  have  leaned  over 
backward  to  avoid  the  charge  of  sheep 
stealing.  Partly  as  a  result  of  this,  about 
a  hundred  million  Americans  are  nominal, 
marginal,  or  slightly  lapsed  Christians. 
What  is  now  demanded  is  that  every  church 
seek  to  be  a  better  church — to  have  more 
biblical  teaching,  warmer  fellowship,  more 
Christian  love,  more  tuneful  singing,  more 
concern  for  social  justice,  and  more  effec- 
tive evangelism  of  the  lost.  When  a  pros- 
pect says,  "I  belong  to  another  church," 
he  ought  to  be  asked  in  as  kindly  a  way  as 
possible,  "Are  you  a  practicing  Christian? 
Do  you  know  and  love  Christ?"  If  the 
answers  to  these  questions  are  not  satis- 
factory, he  (a  sheep  running  wild  on  the 
range)  ought  to  be  found  and  folded,  fed 
and  transformed. 

If  this  be  sheep  stealing,  let  us  steal 
boldly!  □ 

Reprinted    from    Church    Growth    America.    Used    by    permission. 
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BCE  task  forces   report  on 
their  ongoing   ministries   in 
Brethren   Christian    Education. 


The    Discipleship    Task    Force 


THE  GOAL  of  the  Discipleship  Task 
Force  of  the  national  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  is  to  focus  the  attention  of 
the  Brotherhood  upon  the  necessity  of 
discipling  those  who  come  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  our  con- 
viction that  the  Lord  wants  "disciples"  as 
well  as  "decisions."  This  is  evident  from 
the  Lord's  Great  Commission  in  which  He 
stated,  "Go  therefore  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations  ..."   (Matthew  28:19). 

We  believe  that  the  primary  responsi- 
bility for  discipling  lies  with  each  local 
congregation.  Therefore,  our  task  has  been 
to  assist  pastors  and  lay  leaders  of  local 
churches  to  become  more  effective  dis- 
ciplers  of  those  under  their  care.  We  have 
tried  to  do  this  in  several  ways. 

The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  survey  the 
Brotherhood  using  a  questionnaire  mailed 
to  pastors  and  lay  leaders  in  each  local 
congregation.  This  survey  showed  that  the 
leaders  and  members  of  the  Brethren 
Church  believe  that  we  are  only  50-55% 
effective  in  discipling  new  Christians.  It 
also  showed  that  the  overwhelming  major- 
ity of  our  people  feel  a  need  for  help  in 
their  discipling  program. 

We  felt  it  was  not  our  task  to  produce 
new  materials  on  discipleship  but  rather 
to  let  the  Brethren  know  what  materials 
are  already  available.  To  that  end  we  have 
produced  "A  Manual  for  Discipleship."  This 
manual  contains  the  following  chapter 
headings:  "The  Need  for  Discipleship"; 
"Discipleship:  A  New  Testament  Perspec- 
tive" ;  "Annotated  Bibliography  of  Disciple- 
ship"; and  "How  Do  I  Get  Started?" 

We  feel  it  is  important  that  every  Breth- 
ren church  have  several  copies  of  this 
manual,  especially  the  four-page  annotated 


bibliography.  This  bibliography  lists  dis- 
cipleship materials  that  we,  in  good  con- 
science, can  recommend  to  the  Brethren. 
The  manual  is  available  for  only  50<?  a  copy 
from  the  national  BCE  office. 

Another  means  we  have  used  to  help  the 
Brethren  in  this  area  of  discipleship  is  a 
series  of  articles  in  the  ABCT  Newsletter. 
These  were  written  by  the  members  of  our 
task  force  to  point  up  the  need  for  disciple- 
ship and  to  give  the  Brethren  some  direc- 
tions in  making  disciples. 

A  reinforcement  of  that  effort  was  a 
compilation  of  a  kit  of  books  on  disciple- 
ship which  was  made  available  at  each  of 
the  1978  ABCT  Seminars.  John  Rowsey  of 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  was  of 
great  help  in  putting  this  kit  together. 

Another  effort  to  expose  Brethren  to  the 
discipling  process  was  a  workshop  at  Gen- 
eral Conference.  This  workshop,  led  by 
Brian  Moore,  dealt  with  the  biblical  basis 
and  the  practical  implications  of  disciple- 
ship. The  topic  was  "The  Principle  .  .  .  the 
Passion  .  .  .  and  the  Pattern  of  Disciple- 
ship," based  on  the  ninth  and  tenth  chap- 
ters of  Luke. 

We  feel  that  as  Brethren  we  are  on  solid 
biblical  ground  when  we  say  that  God  has 
called  each  one  of  us  not  only  to  be  a  dis-, 
ciple  but  also  to  make  disciples.  This  is  the 
conviction  of  those  of  us  on  the  Disciple- 
ship Task  Force. 

To  quote  from  our  recently  produced 
manual  on  discipleship:  "Discipleship  is  a 
lifestyle.  It  is  life  shaped  by  the  words  and 
model  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  hearing  Him  as 
Lord,  and  that  means  not  merely  reflecting 
upon  what  He  says,  but  doing  what  He 
says.  It  is  in  obedience  to  Him  that  we  be- 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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The    Curriculum    Study    Task    Force 


THE  Board  of  Christian  Education  is 
aware  that  the  style  of  each  church's 
Christian  Education  program  is  determined 
in  part  by  the  curriculum  that  church  uses 
in  its  Sunday  school.  For  many  years  the 
Brethren  Church  has  endorsed  Gospel  Light 
curriculum  for  use  in  our  local  congrega- 
tions. However,  as  a  result  of  some  ques- 
tions from  local  churches,  the  Board  formed 
a  task  force  to  study  and  compare  various 
curricula.  The  Curriculum  Study  Task 
Force  began  its  work  in  the  fall  of  1977  and 
functioned  for  one  year. 

The  members  of  this  committee  did  ex- 
tensive study  of  the  curricula  produced  by 
the  following  four  companies :  Gospel  Light, 
David  C.  Cook,  Dynamic,  and  Scripture 
Press.  They  found  all  these  curricula  to 
contain  both  strengths  and  weaknesses.  For 
instance,  while  one  might  be  excellent  in 
the  primary  grades,  another  might  be 
better  in  the  high  school  department;  while 
one  has  attractive  visual  aids,  another 
might  give  better  instruction  for  teacher 
preparation. 

The  task  force  eliminated  the  Dynamic 
Curriculum,  not  considering  it  generally 
useful  for  our  churches.  But  the  remaining 
three  companies  are  worthy  of  further  con- 
sideration.   Because    of   the   great   variety 


come  an  apparent  "way"  other  than  the 
way  of  the  world.  It  is  in  obedience  to  Him 
that  we  experience  tensions  with  the  world. 
It  is  in  obedience  to  Him  that  we  discover 
life  as  our  Creator  intended  it  to  be."     □ 

Members  of  the  Task  Force  on  Discipleship  are 
Norman  Long  (chairman),  Larry  Baker,  James 
Gilmer,    William    Hesketh,    and   Brian   Moore. 


of  needs  within  our  churches  and  the  vary- 
ing advantages  of  each  company,  the  task 
force  did  not  recommend  one  curriculum 
for  use  in  all  churches  at  this  time. 

The  following  worthwhile  recommenda- 
tions were  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  Cur- 
riculum Study  Task  Force: 

— Further  curriculum  study  should  focus 
on  the  Gospel  Light,  Scripture  Press, 
and  David  C.  Cook  programs. 
— Study  should  be  made  of  the  relation- 
ship between  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  and  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  in  coordinating  the 
areas  of  philosophy,  promotion,  and 
sale  of  church  school  curriculum 
materials. 
— Consideration  should  be  given  to 
assisting  congregations  in  the  selec- 
tion and  use  of  material  from  one 
of  the  three  companies  above  with- 
out designating  an  official  curricu- 
lum for  all  Brethren  congregations. 

Members  of  the  Curriculum  Study  Task  Force 
were  Richard  Allison  (chairman),  Jerry  Flora,  Jean 
Shultz,  and  Carl  Howenstine. 


A  new  task  force  (Task  Force  for  Sunday  School 
Growth)  has  just  been  formed  to  study  the  total 
Sunday  school  program  of  our  denomination.  This 
task  force  will  try  to  analyze  some  of  our  problems 
and  make  practical  suggestions  for  the  revitalization 
of  our  program.  It  will  no  doubt  deal  further  with 
curriculum,  as  well  as  with  topics  such  as  teacher 
training,  department  organization,  promotion  of 
the  Sunday  school  program,  etc. 

If  you  would  like  to  offer  suggestions  on  curri- 
culum, please  write  to  the  Task  Force  for  Sunday 
School   Growth   in   care  of  the  BCE  office. 
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HPHE  FAMILY  unit  is  obsolete  and  no 
1  longer  viable  in  today's  society.  This 
is  what  the  "experts"  tell  us.  But  the 
Brethren  Church,  holding  to  the  teachings 
in  God's  word,  emphatically  takes  the 
opposite  stand.  One  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  church  must  be  to  help 
families  grow  together,  solve  their  prob- 
lems, and  be  strong  in  the  Lord. 

Several  years  ago  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  formed  a  Family  Life  Task 
Force.  Its  purpose  was  to  provide  resources 
to  help  the  local  church  in  its  ministry  to 
family  units.  Since  its  formation,  this  task 
force  has  shared  ideas  and  resources  in  a 
number  of  ways. 

A  Family  Life  Packet  and  Bibliography 
was  produced  and  made  available  to  local 
churches  a  few  years  ago.  This  useful  com- 
pilation of  material  covers  many  areas  of 
the  ministry  to  family  units. 

Two  workshops  centering  on  the  family 
were  sponsored  at  General  Conferences  by 
this  task  force.  One  dealt  with  the  develop- 
ment of  an  effective  program  for  church 


ministry  to  families.  The  other  considered 
the  challenging  area  of  parent-teen  rela- 
tionships. 

Finally,  the  ABCT  Newsletters  of  1978 
each  contained  a  "Family  Focus"  column, 
which  offered  current  resources  on  family 
relationships. 

Present  plans  for  this  task  force  call  for 
the  development  of  suggestions  and  a  re- 
source bibliography  for  church  ministry  to 
single-parent  families.  The  task  force  will 
also  be  exploring  and  assembling  various 
materials  and  will  be  conducting  special 
surveys  in  our  congregations.  It  also  hopes 
to  offer  more  workshop  opportunities 
through  the  ABCT  Seminars. 

Families  come  under  great  stress  every 
day.  If  our  congregations  are  not  minister- 
ing to  families,  our  churches  are  not  ful- 
filling their  duty.  The  Family  Life  Task 
Force  hopes  that  its  work  has  helped  your 
church  meet  your  family's  needs.  □ 

Serving  on  the  Family  Life  Task  Force  are  James 
Sluss  (chairman),  Dave  Cooksey,  DeLoris  Woods, 
Jane  Solomon.  Charlene  Rowser,  and  Jean  Shultz- 


THE  Board  of  Christian  Education  is 
concerned  about  our  Brethren  Sunday 
school  teachers.  We  are  concerned  that 
these  teachers  be  given  encouragement  and 
inspiration  in  their  work.  We  are  concerned 
that  they  continually  be  taught  how  to  be 
more  effective.  We  are  concerned  that  they 
be  challenged  to  "strive  for  excellence"  in 
their  teaching  ministry. 

For  these  reasons,  over  one  year  ago  the 
Association  of  Brethren  Church  Teachers 
was  formed.  ABCT  is  designed  to  assist 
Sunday  school  teachers,  superintendents, 
and  other  Christian  education  workers  in 
our  churches. 

One  benefit  of  membership  in  ABCT  is 


the  subscription  to  KEY  to  Christian 
Education  magazine,  a  quarterly  publica- 
tion full  of  practical  ideas.  Each  issue  con- 
tains seasonal  teaching  ideas,  promotion 
and  visitation  tips,  new  approaches  and  re- 
sources, articles  of  inspiration,  bulletin 
board  ideas,  and  specific  sections  for  work- 
ers in  each  age  group,  nursery  through 
senior  adult.  There  are  also  sections  specifi- 
cally for  pastors  and  superintendents. 

The  ABCT  Newsletter  comes  to  members 
every  two  months.  The  purpose  of  this  pub- 
lication is  to  share  new  ideas,  programs, 
and  resources  that  our  churches  might 
want  to  investigate  for  their  own  use. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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TN   RESPONSE   to   a   recommendation   of 

former  Moderator  Marlin  McCann,  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  has  estab- 
lished a  Task  Force  for  Youth  Ministry 
Development.  Its  purpose  is  to  evaluate  and 
explore  the  possibility  of  an  integrated 
youth  ministry  in  the  Brethren  Church — 
a  ministry  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  our 
young  people  and  deal  with  the  problems 
they  face  today. 

During  the  past  year  the  task  force  met 
with  representatives  from  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  the  National  Laymen's 
Organization,  the  Sisterhood  of  Mary  and 
Martha,  the  Boys'  Brotherhood,  and  the 
national  BYC.  Our  coming  together  pro- 
duced many  positive  results.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  the  needs  of  our  boys  and  girls 
were  often  not  being  met  by  our  present 
ministries.  From  our  discussions,  we  con- 
cluded that  the  formation  of  an  integrated 
youth  ministry  would  be  a  step  toward  ful- 
filling those  needs.  This  ministry  would 
integrate  separate  boys'  and  girls'  minis- 
tries with  the  national  Brethren  Youth 
work. 

The  proposed  program  has  already  been 
implemented  in  part  through  the  SMM  pro- 
gram. Approved  by  the  WMS,  the  program 
has  adopted  the  material  produced  by  the 
Grace  Brethren  for  use  in  our  girls'  min- 
istry. This  material  is  supplemented  with 
our  own  missionary  program  and  is  for 
ages  six  through  high  school.  Over  thirty 
churches  have  already  begun  using  this 
new  program. 

The  second  step  in  the  program  is  still 
under  study.  The  task  force  is  now  working 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
A  third  advantage  of  ABCT  membership 
is  a  discounted  registration  fee  at  the 
annual  ABCT  Seminars.  The  program  for 
spring  1979  is  already  planned  and  contains 
many  new  worthwhile  topics. 

Finally,  ABCT  serves  to  encourage  and 
challenge  the  teacher  in  his  work.  It  helps 


on  a  boys'  ministry  program  and  materials 
are  being  examined.  It  is  hoped  that  recom- 
mended materials  might  be  available  by 
the  1979  General  Conference. 

But  the  work  of  the  Task  Force  for 
Youth  Ministry  Development  does  not  stop 
with  finding  materials.  The  need  to  develop 
potential  leaders  among  our  youth  is  also 
a  primary  concern  of  the  task  force.  Train- 
ing seminars,  resource  persons,  and  a  net- 
work for  personal  interaction  and  encour- 
agement for  these  young  people  are  being 
discussed  and  developed. 

Through  the  Association  of  Brethren 
Church  Teachers,  the  task  force  has  been 
able  to  reach  out  into  the  churches  to  both 
give  and  receive  help  with  its  objectives. 
The  ABCT  seminars  this  year  will  include 
a  session  led  by  Mrs.  Elma  Delagrange  for 
developing  youth  ministry  in  the  local 
church.  She  will  also  be  leading  special 
SMM  seminars  in  various  districts  through- 
out the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  boys'  ministry 
seminars  will  follow  the  adoption  of  boys' 
ministry  materials. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  youth  in  our 
Brotherhood  want  to  have  an  active  role 
in  the  church.  It  is  our  goal  to  provide  our 
Brethren  young  people  with  a  meaningful 
program  which  will  minister  to  their  needs 
and  enable  them  to  become  strong  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ.  □ 

Members  of  the  Task  Force  for  Youth  Ministry 
Development  are  Virgil  Barnhart  (chairman), 
Charlene  Rowser,  Dolores  Keplinger,  Charles 
Wiltrout,  Elma  Delagrange,  William  Hesketh,  and 
Ken    VanDuyne. 
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him  realize  that  each  Sunday  he  is  in  the 
company  of  400  fellow  members  who  are 
working  in  their  own  churches  across  the 
denomination,  trying  to  be  effective,  try- 
ing to  disciple  their  students  and  change 
lives.  ABCT  is  helping  them  to  do  their 
best  at  the  work  to  which  God  has  called 
them.  □ 
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A  Time  of  Transition 


Fred  Burkey  urges  continuing  support  for  the   BCE  as  the 
Board  re-evaluates  its  program  and  plans  for  the  future. 


THE  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
has  come  a  long  way  since  its  formation  in  1966. 
It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  associated  with 
the  board  in  a  professional  capacity  for  most 
of  that  time.  So,  in  the  next  few  paragraphs,  I 
want  to  share  my  thoughts  on  why  the  Brethren 
should  support  the  work  of  this  board. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  deals  with  two  aspects  of  church  life 
which  profoundly  affect  our  future  as  a  denom- 
ination. These  are  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders 
and  the  Sunday  school.  Both  programs  are  cru- 
cial in  terms  of  leadership  development  for  the 
local  church,  the  district,  and  the  denomination. 

Over  the  years,  Brethren  Youth  have  joined 
forces  to  raise  funds  for  many  worthy  projects. 
It  has  been  the  Crusader/Internship  program, 
however,  that  seems  to  have  really  sparked 
youth  involvement  in  the  Brethren  Church.  Since 
1970  we  have  seen  this  program  grow  from 
eight  to  around  forty  participants  annually. 
Teams  have  worked  in  every  district,  in  every 
district  camp,  in  both  homes  for  the  aged,  in 
the  newest  suburban  mission  churches  and  the 
oldest  city  churches. 

The  effect  has  been  to  bring  the  youth  of  the 
church  closer  together  than  ever  before.  Where 
once  we  saw  disunity  and  factionalism,  we  now 
see  unity,  cooperation,  and  optimism.  For  many 
years  we  lamented  the  scarcity  of  missionary 
candidates.  Now,  partially  due  to  the  Missionary 
Internships,  we  have  identified  at  least  eight 
Brethren  students  at  Ashland  College  who  are 
considering  missionary  service.  Every  summer 
at  least  one  new  candidate  for  pastoral  ministry 
emerges  from  the  Crusader  ranks. 

The  National  BYC  Convention  is  no  longer  a 
divided  house.  It  is  more  a  "reunion"  of  Breth- 
ren kids  who  have  worked  together  and  become 
friends.  Beyond  that,  these  young  people  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  life  and  work  of  their 


Dr.  Frederick  Burkey  continues  to  serve  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  as  interim  Director 
of  Christian  Education  on  a  part-time  basis.  He  is 
also  Director  of  Religious  Affairs  and  Campus 
Ministry  for  Ashland  College. 


church.  The  National  BYC  Council  convenes 
once  or  twice  each  year  to  sustain  continuity 
and  to  provide  input  for  the  board. 

The  last  twelve  years  have  been  filled  with 
youth  activities.  Brethren  youth  morale  is  high 
.  .  .  the  youth  have  responded  to  repeated  chal- 
lenges and  have  tasted  success.  We  now  have 
momentum! 

Likewise,  in  Sunday  school  work  there  are 
promising  signs.  Response  has  been  good  to  the 
Association  of  Brethren  Church  Teachers.  Suc- 
cessful training  seminars  were  held  in  several 
districts  last  spring  and  more  are  planned  for 
1979. 

The  goal  of  Brethren  Christian  education  is 
the  multiplication  of  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
To  that  end,  the  board  is  working  to  provide 
quality  teacher  resources  and  learning  oppor- 
tunities for  our  churches.  Concern  over  declin- 
ing Sunday  school  attendance  has  prompted  the 
board  to  establish  a  task  force  on  Sunday  school 
growth  which  will  explore  means  of  increasing 
outreach  through  Brethren  Sunday  schools.  The 
work  of  the  BCE  task  forces  is  outlined  on  the 
preceding  pages. 

In  short,  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  is  moving  forward.  Funding  for  the 
board's  ministry  has  always  ranged  from  barely 
adequate  to  slightly  inadequate.  Even  so,  this 
has  never  prevented  us  from  doing  our  assigned 
work. 

During  this  Conference  year,  following  my 
resignation  as  full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  the  board  is  re-evaluating  its  pro- 
grams and  responsibilities  and  is  looking  to 
the  future.  This  is  no  time  to  slack  off  in  finan- 
cial commitment  to  the  BCE.  Indeed,  the  board's 
ability  to  secure  a  new  director  depends  heavily 
upon  the  church's  response  to  your  designated 
offerings.  The  Brethren  will  decide  via  their 
budgets  whether  the  work  of  the  denomina- 
tional BCE  will  go  into  a  "holding  pattern"  or 
continue  unabated. 

Personally,  I  am  confident  that  you  will  choose 
to  have  the  work  more  forward.  I  believe  that 
is  God's  will.  We  have  come  too  far  to  turn 
back  now  .  .  .  the  board  is  in  a  period  of  tran- 
sition, not  retreat.  I  urge  you  to  support  the 
board's  ongoing  ministry  in  this  time  of  change. 
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U*EHOLD,  there  was  once  an  organization  that  was  known  throughout  the 
churches  as  the  Board  of  Christian  Education.  This  organization  performed  many 
good  works  for  the  people  of  the  churches,  for  instance: 

..... 

1.  It  conducted  ABCT  training  seminars  in  divers  areas  and  on  many  topics. 

2.  It  published  resource  newsletters  for  those  who  did  labor  in  youth  and  Chris- 
tian education  work. 

3.  It  promoted  programs  in  family  life,  youth  ministry,  and  discipleship  in  the 
churches. 

4.  It  brought   together  young  people  for  service  unto  the  churches  and  camps 
each  summer. 

£?.  5.    It   loaned   out   filmstrips   to   be  shown   unto   the  churches   for   learning  and 

training. 

6.  It  sent  helpful  literature  to  the  advisors  of  the  young  people  and  performed 
many  services  for  the  building  up  of  the  young  people  throughout  the  year. 

7.  It    distributed    materials    for    the    program    of    the    Sisterhood    in    the    local 
churches. 

8.  It  offered  whatever  assistance  it  could  to  any  district  or  local  church  that 

i®  asked.  IS 

^®  ©? 

And,  lo,  this  Board  of  Christian  Education  did  all  these  things  for  as  few  pennies 
as  possible,  for  it  wished  to  be  of  service  unto  the  churches. 

And  the  people  of  the  churches  said  unto  the  Board,  "Behold,  thou  doest  many  good 

things — keepest  it  up!" 

■s®  & 

^®  10 

TJ*  UT  it  came  to  pass  that  as  the  time  drew  nigh  for  the  people  to  make  an  offering 
unto  the  Board,  the  people  began  to  shake  their  heads  and  say,  "Behold,  in  the  past 
I  have  paid  my  ABCT  membership  and  my  BYC  membership  and  my  filmstrip  rental 
bill.  Will  that  not  be  sufficient  for  all  their  needs?" 

For  the  people  of  the  churches  remembered  not  that  their  membership  fees  paid 
only  for  the  materials  and  services  which  they  received,  and  did  not  allow  for  the  pay- 
ing of  the  meager  wages  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education's  humble  staff,  or  to 
enable  the  Task  Forces  to  meet  to  develop  new  programs  and  services,  or  even  to  allow 
the  paying  of  the  electricity  bill. 

And  lo,  now  the  month  of  the  offering  has  come  upon  us,  and  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  doth  pray  that  the  people  of  the  churches  will  look  upon  them  with  favor 
and  not  turn  their  races  trom  them. 

For  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  doth  earnestly  desire  to  be  able  to  continue 

its  various  ministries  unto  the  churches  for  ever  and  ever. 
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Good  fortune  comes  to  those  who  do  good. 


Serendipity 


THE  HAPPIEST  WORD  in  the  English 
language  is  serendipity.  The  Merriam- 
Webster  unabridged  dictionary  defines  it 
as  "the  gift  of  finding  valuable  or  agree- 
able things  not  sought  for." 

Horace  Walpole,  an  English  author  of 
the  1700s,  coined  the  word  serendipity  after 
reading  a  French  version  of  the  ancient 
fairy  tale,  "The  Three  Princes  of  Serendip." 
Walpole  wrote,  "As  their  highnesses  tra- 
velled, they  were  always  making  discov- 
eries, by  accidents  and  sagacity,  of  things 
which  they  were  not  in  quest  of." 

"The  Three  Princes  of  Serendip"  tells  the 
story  of  a  wise  king  who  lived  on  the  lovely 
island  of  Serendip  (Ceylon).  Though  the 
island  itself  was  beautiful,  it  was  surround- 
ed by  fierce  dragons.  Because  of  these 
dragons,  only  the  very  courageous  dared 
travel  to  and  from  Serendip. 

This  wise  king  had  three  humble,  sa- 
gacious, and  daring  sons.  He  sent  these 
sons  on  a  mission  to  find  the  ancient  for- 
mula which  would  rid  the  ocean  of  dragons. 
The  formula  would  be  found  in  an  anti- 
quated scroll  bearing  a  one-hundred-verse 
poem  entitled  "Death  to  Dragons."  Within 
these  lines  of  verse  would  be  revealed  the 
secret  of  a  potent  liquid  which,  when 
poured  into  the  ocean,  would  utterly  de- 
stroy all  dangerous  monsters  of  the  sea. 


Those  seeking  t< 
fortunate     and 
dents'    happenii 
the   way." 


lem    along 


As  they  journeyed,  the  three  sons  helped 
a  man  find  his  lame,  one-eyed  camel;  saved 
another  king  from  assassination;  rescued 
a  kingdom  from  a  fearsome  hand  that 
arose  from  the  sea;  and  found  a  beautiful 
princess.  In  each  case  the  good  things  hap- 
pened as  the  princes  continued  their  search 
for  the  scroll  bearing  the  secret  of  the 
magic  formula. 

This  story  has  a  message.  Good  always 
triumphs  over  evil.  Those  seeking  to  do 
good  will  find  fortunate  and  agreeable 
"accidents"  happening  to  them  along  the 
way,  just  as  they  happened  to  the  three 
princes   of  Serendip. 

You  may  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
save  a  king  from  assassination.  But  surely 
the  day  will  come  when  you  can  help  a  man 
with  his  camel  (car).  And  you  can  fight 
the  fearsome  hand  that  smites  the  land — 
via  the  ballot  box.  Who  knows,  you  might 
even  rescue  a  lovely  princess  in  distress. 
Just  look  for  good,  and  good  things  will 
happen.  Start  smiling  today  ...  as  if  you 
were   running   for  office. 

But  I  warn  you,  it  won't  be  easy.  The 
three  princes  of  Serendip  didn't  have  it 
easy. 

Some  of  the  dragons  have  come  out  of 
the  sea  and  onto  the  land.  I  saw  one  the 
other  day  snorting  something  fierce  at  a 
clerk  because  things  weren't  going  right. 
Any  minute  I  expected  a  horny  tail  to  come 
bustin'  through  the  seat  of  his  pants  and 
fire  to  explode  from  his  nostrils. 

But  that  clerk  took  matters  into  her  own 
hands  and  killed  the  dragon  right  on  the 
spot  with  courage  and  kindness. 

I  was  there  to  see  it,  just  like  the  prin- 
ces of  Serendip.  □ 
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news  from  the   Brethren   Church 


Moderator's   Report 

by   Rev.   Duane   Dickson 

Don't  forget!  The  theme  established  at 
the  1978  General  Conference,  "My  Broth- 
er's Keeper,"  continues  to  be  our  theme 
until  the  1979  Conference  is  in  session. 
One  of  the  primary  concerns  of  the 
Brethren  should  be  to  demonstrate  an 
active  love  for  the  less  privileged,  for 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  for  our 
families,  and  for  the  lost. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  well  in- 
volved in  plans  for  the  1979  General 
Conference.  In  fact,  plans  are  nearly  com- 
plete. In  accordance  with  the  direction 
we  received  from  the  survey  sheets  com- 
pleted at  the  close  of  the  1978  Conference, 
we  are  attempting  to  direct  the  program 
toward  more  inspiration  with  additional 
time  allotted  for  fellowship.  We  are  also 
concerned  about  the  decrease  in  attend- 
ance in  the  majority  of  our  churches. 
Therefore  we  will  be  strongly  promoting 
the  need  for  church  outreach  and  an 
effective  discipling  program.  The  theme 
for  the  1979  Conference,  "If  My  People 
Will,"  lends  itself  to  the  promotion  of 
church  growth. 

We  appreciate  the  willingness  of  all 
who  are  in  charge  of  inspirational  pro- 
grams to  cooperate  with  the  efforts  of 
the  Executive  Committee  to  make  the 
1979  Conference  more  inspirational.  They 
also  desire  to  plan  a  Conference  program 
that  will  meet  your  needs.  You  can  show 
your  appreciation  by  making  sure  that 
your  denominational  support  is  current. 
These  organizations  are  elected  as  service 
groups  to  the  Conference,  and  they  can- 
not function  without  the  support  of  the 
churches. 

We  have  met  with  the  board,  college, 
and  seminary  representatives  and  have 
shared  our  mutual  concerns  for  the 
Brethren  Church.  It  was  a  very  profitable 
meeting,  indicating  a  positive  vision  of 
the  direction  and  purpose  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  I  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  these 
men  and  women. 

Please  continue  to  write  expressing 
your  concerns  and  hopes  for  the  Brethren 
Church. 

Church  growth  is  everyone's  duty. 
Bring  someone  to  church  next  Sunday. 


Moderator  announces  due  dates 
for  Conference  information 

Mansfield,  Ohio — As  Executive  Committee  pre- 
pares for  General  Conference,  it  will  need  the 
assistance  of  all  those  planning  Conference  pro- 
grams in  meeting  certain  due  dates  with  pertinent 
information. 

April  1,  1979 — All  times  for  Conference  activ- 
ities are  to  be  verified  with  Charles  Beekley. 
May  1,  1979 — All  program  materials  are  to  be 
in    final    form    and    in    the    hands    of    Mr. 
Beekley. 
June  1,  1979 — All  copy  for  Conference  book- 
let reports  must  be  in  the  Brethren  National 
Office. 
All      Conference      information      (whether      for 
Charles    Beekley    or    for    the    Brethren    National 
Office)    should    be    sent    to    524   College    Avenue, 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805. 


Ft.  Scott   Brethren   initiate 
new   building 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.  —  The  Fort  Scott  Brethren 
Church  officially  opened  the  doors  to  its  new 
building  at  1421  South  Margrave  Street  on  Sun- 
day, November  19,  1978.  Even  though  the  building 
is  not  yet  complete,  the  congregation  was  able  to 
hold  its  first  services  in  the  new  facility. 

Theme  of  the  morning  worship  service,  conduct- 
ed by  Pastor  David  Powell,  was  "Thanksgiving" 
— thanksgiving  especially  for  the  new  building 
and  for  God's  goodness.  Fifty-seven  people  were 
present  for  this  service. 

A  noon  fellowship  meal,  with  65  in  attendance, 
followed  the  worship  service.  A  "Praise  the  Lord" 
singspiration  service  after  the  meal  was  attended 
by  64. 


Application   forms   available 
for  Crusaders/Interns 

Ashland,  Ohio — Application  forms  for  service  in 
the  1979  Summer  Crusader/Internship  program 
are  now  available  from  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
44805. 

See  the  November  issue  of  the  Evangelist  for 
the  tentative  plans  for  the  1979  summer  program. 

Applications  must  be  returned  to  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  by  January  31,  1979. 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Denlinger 


Carl  Denlingers  honored 
at  farewell  dinner 

Dayton,  Ohio — Carl  and  Mary  Denlinger  were 
honored  at  a  surprise  farewell  dinner  at  the 
Dayton  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church  on  October  8. 
The  farewell  was  held  because  of  the  Denlingers' 
move  to  Ashland,  Ohio. 

The  Denlingers  have  been  members  of  the  Hill- 
crest  Church  since  May  of  1C42.  They  served  the 
church  as  deacon  and  deaconess,  Sunday  school 
teachers,  class  officers,  custodians,  and  in  other 
capacities. 

A  Polaroid  camera  and  an  album  of  pictures  of 
the  surprise  dinner  were  presented  to  the 
Denlingers  by  the  church.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  Mr.  George  Carmean,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  deacons. 

According  to  Mrs.  Candy  Aldstadt,  Hillcrest  cor- 
responding secretary,  "Carl  and  Mary  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  their  friends  in  Dayton.  They 
certainly  are  a  special  couple!" 

The  Denlingers  are  now  living  at  Buckeye 
Apartments  in  Ashland  and  attend  the  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church. 


Chaplain  Schulfz  to  visit 
Israel  and  Italy 

Santa  Ana,  Calif. — Chaplain  Thomas  A.  Schultz, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Chaplain  Corps  of  the 
U.S.  Navy,  will  spend  ten  days  in  foreign  travel  to 
Israel   and  Italy  beginning   December  27,   1978. 

He  will  be  traveling  with  Bob  Schuller,  son  of 
Rev.  Robert  Schuller,  and  with  Bob's  wife  Linda, 
both  of  the  Garden  Grove  Community  Church, 
Garden  Grove,  California.  They  will  visit  Tel  Aviv, 
Tiberias,  Jerusalem,  Rome,  Pompei,  Naples,  and 
Sorrento. 

While  visiting  Jerusalem,  Schultz  will  also  do 
some  studying  at  the  Hebrew  University. 


Missionary   Board   sets 
1979   budget 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church  held  its  annual  budget  meeting 
in  Ashland  on  November  15,  1978. 

The  1979  faith  budget  set  by  the  board  during 
this  meeting  is  for  $455,270.  This  represents  an 
increase  of  more  than  15  percent  over  the  budget 
for  1978.  Part  of  this  increase  is  to  cover  the  cost 
of  beginning  a  new  mission  work  in  Mexico  in 
1979.  But  much  of  the  increment  is  due  to  the 
rising  cost  of  supporting  present  programs  be- 
cause of  worldwide  inflation. 

Following    are   other   significant    actions   taken 
by   the  Missionary  Board  in  its  meeting. 
— Voted  to  invest  in  a  permanent  Colombian  head- 
quarters  home   to   house   a  missionary   and  to 
serve  as  headquarters  for  our  mission  work  in 
that  country. 
— Granted  permission  to  the  Brandon  Church  to 
put  a  mobile  modular  unit  on  their  new  church 
site. 
— Designated  the  Sarver,  Pennsylvania,  Brethren 
Church  as  recipient  of  the  first  Growth  Part- 
ners Club  call  in  1979. 
— Decided  to  apply  the  revenue  from  the  sale  of 
the  St.  Petersburg  church-site  property  toward 
the   acquisition   of  church   sites  in  Tampa  and 
Brandon,  Fla. 
— Rejoiced    that    the    Derby,     Kansas,    Brethren 

Church  will  become  self-supporting  in  1979. 
— Endorsed   the   Crusader/Intern   program  of  the 
Board   of   Christian   Education   to   encourage  a 
cooperative    venture    with    the    new    field    in 
Mexico. 


Walcrest   conducts   prayer  vigils 

Mansfield,  Ohio — The  Walcrest  Brethren  Church 
conducted  two  24-hour  prayer  vigils  during  the 
past  months.  The  first  of  these  was  held  May 
4-5  and  the  second  took  place  in  September.  Both 
services  were  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Mary  Sipe. 

Youth  and  adults  of  the  church  were  asked  to 
come  to  the  church  sanctuary  and  spend  one-half 
hour  in  prayer  sometime  during  the  24-hour 
period.  A  prayer  altar  was  arranged  and  a  list  of 
prayer  requests  provided  so  that  all  could  include 
the  requests  in  their  prayers.  Those  praying  could 
also  add  additional  requests  to  the  list. 

According  to  Sally  Nelson,  corresponding  sec- 
retary for  the  Walcrest  church,  "The  effect  of 
the  24-hour  prayer  service  was  evident  as  we  ob- 
served radiant  and  happy  faces  emerging  from 
the  sanctuary  of  the  church.  An  improved  spirit- 
ual climate  was  felt  by  the  entire  church." 

The  church  is  planning  another  prayer  vigil  in 
the  near  future. 


20 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


update 


Brethren  House  receives  $10,950  grant 


St.  Petersburg,  Fla. — Brethren  House  Ministries 
has  received  a  grant  of  $10,950  from  the  Hunger 
Task  Force  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  grant 
is  to  underwrite  publication  and  distribution  cost 
of  a  teaching  package  entitled  Hunger  Activities 
for  'Children. 

Brethren  House  Ministries  is  a  mission  in 
Christian  Education  conducted  by  Phil  and  Jean 
Lersch  and  Bonnie  Munson  and  supported  in  part 
by  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church. 

Hunger  Activities  for  Children  will  include  a 
book,  a  teacher's  guide,  and  an  audio-visual  kit. 
The  book  will  outline  over  60  activities  to  teach 
children  about  world  hunger.  The  audio-visual  kit 
will  contain  pictures,  four  filmstrips,  and  five 
cassette  tapes  which  will  supplement  the  activi- 
ties in  the  book. 

Hunger  Activities  for  Children  is  an  outgrowth 
of  teaching-learning  materials  developed  by  the 
Lersches  and  Miss  Munson  for  use  with  neighbor- 
hood children  at  Brethren  House  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. The  purpose  of  the  materials  was  to  give 
these  children  an  awareness  and  understanding  of 
the  problems  of  poverty  and  world  hunger.  These 


New  church  planned 
for  Kansas  City,  Kans. 

Derby,  Kans. — The  Midwest  District  is  laying  the 
groundwork  for  a  new  Brethren  church  in 
Kansas  City,  Kans.  The  decision  to  begin  this 
work  was  made  at  the  Midwest  District  Confer- 
ence held  in  Derby  October  5-7,  1978. 

The  Midwest  District  has  land  and  a  house  on 
the  west  boundary  of  Kansas  City.  This  land  is 
used  as  the  district's  camp  (Camp  Wyandotte). 
The  population  flow  in  Kansas  City  is  toward 
this  camp,  and  new  houses  are  already  being  built 
in  this  area. 

Plans  are  to  locate  a  Brethren  couple  at  the 
camp  to  begin  a  home  Bible  study.  The  goal  for 
this  family  would  be  to  form  a  core  group  of  20- 
30  people  as  the  nucleus  for  a  new  church.  This 
would  be  a  tentmaking  ministry,  with  the  couple 
providing  their  own  living  expenses.  The  Midwest 
District  would  provide  the  house  rent-free  and 
some  money  for  publicity. 

The  Midwest  District,  in  cooperation  with  Rev. 
Arden  E.  Gilmer,  national  Director  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, is  now  seeking  a  couple  who  would  be  will- 
ing to  locate  at  the  camp  and  begin  this  ministry. 
Families  interested  in  details  should  contact  Rev. 
Gilmer,  530  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
(phone  419-289-2195). 


materials  were  further  tested  at  workshops  con- 
ducted by  the  Brethren  House  Team  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Having  observed  the  effectiveness  of  these  ma- 
terials, the  Brethren  House  team  desired  to  dis- 
tribute them  more  widely  through  a  published 
book  and  kit.  Encouraged  by  friends  and  acquain- 
tances in  the  Methodist  Church,  they  submitted  a 
proposal  to  the  Hunger  Task  Force  for  funds  to 
make  possible  publication  of  these  materials.  The 
task  force  accepted  the  proposal  and  approved 
the  grant  of  $10,950. 

The  hunger  book  went  to  the  publisher  on 
November  1  and  became  available  December  1  at 
a  cost  of  $5.00.  Tapes  and  filmstrips  will  be  pro- 
duced early  in  1979.  A  second  book,  which  will 
help  children  and  their  parents  adjust  their  life- 
style in  the  light  of  world  need,  is  planned  for  the 
future. 


Rev.   &   Mrs.   Wes   Ellis   attend   School 
of   Practical   Christianity 

Pawling,  N.Y.— Rev.  Wes  Ellis  and  his  wife,  Sally, 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oakville,  Ind., 
recently  attended  a  School  of  Christianity  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Vincent  Peale. 
Sessions  were  held  at  the  Holiday  Hills  YMCA 
conference  center  in  Pawling. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  joined  nearly  200  pastors 
and  spouses  from  27  States  and  Canada  for  the 
school.  They  attended  sessions  on  sermon  content 
and  preparation,  on  the  role  of  the  minister's  wife 
in  the  church,  and  discussions  of  various  other 
aspects  of  church  work.  Dr.  Peale  and  his  wife, 
Ruth,  also  gave  an  account  of  their  journey 
through  life  together. 

Before  leaving  for  their  homes,  the  participants 
in  the  school  traveled  to  New  York  City  to  attend 
a  service  at  Marble  Collegiate  Church  conducted 
by  Dr.  Peale. 

The  School  of  Practical  Christianity  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Foundation  for  Christian  Living. 
This  is  the  ninth  session  of  the  school  to  be  held 
since  the  schools  were  launched  in  1975  as  a  prac- 
tical response  to  pastors  who  felt  isolated  in  their 
pulpits. 


Membership  Growth 

Roanoke:     4  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 
North  Manchester:     5  by  baptism 
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People's  Temple  tragedy  may  lead 
Disciples  to  consider  expulsions 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  (EP  News) — Following  revela- 
tion that  cult  leader  Jim  Jones  was  a  Christian 
Church  (Disciple  of  Christ)  minister,  the  head  of 
that  denomination  said  it  will  consider  initiating 
a  procedure  for  removal  of  errant  congregations 
from   fellowship. 

In  a  pamphlet  distributed  to  outsiders,  Mr. 
Jones  wrote  that  his  "People's  Temple  is  an  ex- 
tensive ministry  based  on  the  practical  teachings 
of  Jesus  as  literally  set  forth  in  Matthew  25,  in 
which  He  admonishes  us  to  feed  the  hungry, 
shelter  the  homeless  and  minister  to  the  sick  and 
imprisoned." 

Mr.  Jones  stressed  in  the  pamphlet  that  he  was 
"an  officially  ordained  minister  of  the  1.4-million- 
member  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
denomination."  The  Church's  1978  Yearbook  and 
Directory  lists  Mr.  Jones  as  an  ordained  minister 
"with  recognized  standing,"  connected  with  the 
People's     Temple     Christian     Church. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Teegarden, 
general  minister  and  president  of  the  denomina- 
tion, the  Christian  Church  "prides  itself  on  its 
openness  to  congregations  as  well  as  individuals" 
and  does  not  now  have  a  procedure  for  remov- 
ing a  congregation  from  its  rolls. 

"Under  our  church  policy,"  he  said  in  a  prepared 
statement,  "it  is  neither  possible  nor  has  it  been 
desirable  to  conduct  investigations  of  the  activities 
or  ministries  of  local  congregations.  We  have 
stood  firmly  for  a  variety  of  styles  and  approaches 
to  Christian  missions  and  ministries.  However, 
because  of  the  awesome  tragedy,  we  will  initiate 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  a  proposal  to 
determine  whether  this  denomination  which  has 
prided  itself  on  an  openness  to  congregations  as 
well  as  individuals  wants  to  develop  a  procedure, 
which  it  does  not  now  have,  for  removing  con- 
gregations from  fellowship." 


Steiners  attend  consultation 
for  clergy  couples 

Mason,  Ohio — Donna  and  Paul  Steiner  were  one 
of  106  couples  from  a  dozen  denominations  who 
attended  a  consultation  for  clergy  couples  here 
October  30-November  2.  Clergy  couples  are  mar- 
riages in  which  both  husband  and  wife  are 
ordained. 

The  purpose  of  the  consultation  was  to  air 
issues  and  problems  of  clergy  couples,  to  offer 
mutual  support,  and  to  plan  for  the  future. 

In  addition  to  attending  the  consultation,  the 
Revs.  Paul  and  Donna  Steiner  served  as  small 
group  facilitators  and  as  leaders  for  one  of  the 
three   worship   experiences   during  the  meeting. 

Fellowship  and  support  were  major  ingredients 
of  the  consultation.  Many  of  the  couples  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  meeting  were  surprised  to  find 
how  many  clergy  couples  there  are.  "We  thought 
we  were  the  only  ones,"  commented  the  Rev. 
Rhonda  Cushman  of  the  American  Baptist  Church. 
"It's  nice  to  feel  you're  not  a  freak,  but  someone 
who  can  make  a  real  contribution." 

Kenneth  Mitchell,  a  clinical  psychologist  and  a 
United  Presbyterian,  outlined  some  tensions 
found  in  marriages  between  clergypersons. 

A  drama  by  the  Revs.  Ralph  and  Mary  Cline 
Detrick  focused  on  problems  often  faced  by  dual 
career  couples  and  on  their  possible  solutions. 

Workshops  during  the  conference  dealt  with 
sexism,  conflict  management,  creative  use  of 
anger,  and  sharing  dominion  in  the  home. 

According  to  the  Steiners,  the  consultation 
"was  a  very  positive  adventure.  The  support  and 
sharing  was  very  intense  and  meaningful." 

The  Steiners  are  currently  serving  as  co-pastors 
of  the  Union  Bridge,  Maryland,  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Rev.  Paul  Steiner  formerly  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Lanark,  111.,  Brethren  Church  and 
is   a   past  Moderator  of  General  Conference. 


Help  Wanted 

Couples  desired  as  houseparents  (couples 
with  children  accepted)  for  a  home  for 
troubled  boys. 

No  experience  necessary  as  training  and 
support  staff  are  provided. 

For  salary,  fringe  benefits,  and  job 
specifics,  please  call  219-956-3125. 

Christian  Haven  Homes,  Rt.  1,  Box  17, 
Wheatfield,   Ind.   46392 


Johnstown  Third  "squeezes  oranges" 
for  Home  Missions 

Johnstown,  Pa. — The  Third  Brethren  Church  of 
Johnstown  was  the  scene  of  a  Thanksgiving  din- 
ner on  Sunday  evening,  November  19. 

Featured  event  of  the  evening  was  an  "orange- 
squeeze"  for  missions — an  ingathering  of  plastic 
oranges  containing  money  for  Home  Mission 
work  in  Florida. 

The  evening  included  a  fine  turkey  dinner,  an 
informal  program  by  Pastor  Clarence  Kindley, 
and  the  climax — the  opening  of  the  oranges. 

According  to  Floyd  Benshoff,  "A  goodly  sum 
of  money  was  raised  for  God  to  use  in  orange 
country." 
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Article  by  Dan  DeVeny  published 
in  Bookstore  Journal 


Ashland,  Ohio — The  cover  story  in  the  November/ 
December    1978   issue   of   the   Bookstore   Journal 

was  written  by  Dan  DeVeny,  manager  of  The 
Carpenter's  Shop,  the  Brethren  bookstore  in 
Ashland.  The  article  is  entitled  "How  to  Merchan- 
dise and  Sell  Jewelry." 

The  Bookstore  Journal  is  a  trade  magazine  for 
Christian  booksellers  published  by  the  Christian 
Booksellers  Association,  Inc. 

Drawing  upon  his  five  years  of  experience  with 
a  chain  of  gift  shops  and  his  three  years  as  man- 
ager of  The  Carpenter's  Shop,  Mr.  DeVeny  shares 
in  the  article  his  insights  on  the  sale  of  Christian 
jewelry.  He  explains  that  Christian  jewelry  can 
range  from  inexpensive  Sunday  school  award  pins 
to  handcrafted  gold  rings  and  says  that  if  a  store 
is  to  be  considered  a  full-line  Christian  bookstore, 
it  must  also  sell  Christian  jewelry. 

One  of  the  key  factors  in  selling  jewelry, 
according  to  DeVeny,  is  display,  and  in  the  article 
he  explains  how  jewelry  is  displayed  in  The 
Carpenter's  Shop.  He  has  found  that  the  most 
effective  way  to  show  jewelry  is  by  hanging  it  on 
a  cork-board  wall  covered  with  burlap  to  match 
the  decor  of  the  store. 

DeVeny  also  shares  some  of  the  things  he  keeps 
in  mind  when  buying  jewelry,  tells  about  some 
of  the  personal  touches  he  uses  in  selling  jewelry, 
and  mentions  some  jewelry  companies  he  has  had 
good  experiences  with.  With  regards  to  companies, 
he  notes  that  any  jewelry  company  will  carry  a 
line  of  crosses,  but  he  feels  it  is  Important  to  deal 
with  a  company  where  God  is  honored  and  dollars 
are  not  the  sole  business  motivation. 

Several  pictures  appear  with  the  article.  One  of 
these  is  of  the  jewelry  display  in  The  Carpenter's 
Shop  and  a  second  is  of  DeVeny  himself  in  the 
bookstore. 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  manager  of  The 
Carpenter's  Shop,  Mr.  DeVeny  is  also  a  student  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

Winters  return  to  U.S. 
for  furlough 

Ashland,  Ohio — Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Winter  and 
their  children,  Brethren  missionaries  to  Argentina, 
returned  to  the  U.S.  on  November  25.  The  Winters 
spent  a  few  days  in  the  Brethren  churches  in 
Florida  before  flying  on  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
December  1. 

While  in  the  U.S.,  the  Winters  will  be  residing 
with  Mrs.  Winter's  father,  the  Rev.  William  Fells, 
199  Blue  Lick  Rd.,  Lima,  Ohio  45801. 

Deputation  will  likely  be  limited  due  to  Bill's 
need  for  eye  surgery.  Your  prayers  for  his  med- 
ical needs  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  for  details  regarding  their 
deputation. 


The  jewelry  display  in  The  Carpenter's  Shop.  A 
similar  picture  appeared  in   the  Bookstore  Journal. 


Groundbreaking   ceremony  held 
for  Topsfield   Terrace 

South  Bend,  Ind. — A  groundbreaking  ceremony 
was  held  October  26  for  Topsfield  Terrace,  a  resi- 
dential retirement  community  being  developed 
here.  Topsfield  Terrace  will  be  owned  by  Brethren 
Care  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  a  corporation  affiliated 
with  the  Brethren  Church  and  under  the  admin- 
istration of  the  National  Benevolent  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  W.  L.  Williams,  president  of  Presbyterian 
Housing  Program  (PHP)  Management-Consultant 
Services,  Inc.,  presented  the  address  at  the  cere- 
mony. PHP  Management-Consultant  Services,  Inc., 
is  providing  consulting,  marketing,  and  manage- 
ment services  for  the  new  retirement  center. 

Rev.  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor  of  the  South  Bend 
First  Brethren  Church,  gave  the  benediction  at 
the  ceremony. 

Topsfield  Terrace  is  located  on  the  southeast 
side  of  South  Bend,  at  the  intersection  of  Inwood 
and  Ironwood  Roads.  The  Terrace  will  be  com- 
prised of  254  private  apartment  suites  in  eight 
three-story  wings,  an  activities  complex,  and  an 
80  bed  health  center. 

A  model  apartment  has  already  been  completed 
on  the  building  site  and  is  open  for  inspection. 
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Derby/ Gretna  contest-  update 

At  the  halfway  point  in  their  attendance  con- 
test (reported  in  the  November  Evangelist,  p.  22), 
the  Derby,  Kansas,  Brethren  Church  was  leading 
the  Gretna,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church  by  39  points — 
266  to  227.  This  is  the  word  received  from  Rev. 
George   Solomon,   pastor  of  the  Derby   church. 

Points  in  the  contest  are  based  on  percentage 
of  increase  in  attendance  over  one  year  ago.  As 
of  the  end  of  October,  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church 
had  registered  a  14%  increase  in  Sunday  school 
attendance  and  a  10%  increase  in  worship  service 
attendance.  The  Derby  church,  meanwhile,  had 
experienced  a  12%  increase  in  Sunday  school 
attendance  and  a  17%  increase  in  attendance  at 
worship. 

According  to  Rev.  George  Solomon,  "Both 
churches  are  moving  ahead — ministering  to  more 
people  this  year  than  they  did  last  year.  This  is 
what  it's  all  about — reaching  more  people  for 
Christ!" 

Word  received  from  the  Gretna  pastor,  Rev. 
Leroy  Solomon,  indicates  that  Gretna  pulled 
ahead    in     the    contest     in    early    November.     It 


BEFORE  YOU  MOVE 

. . .  please  let  us  know. 

1.    Give  old  address: 


appears  that  the  final  outcome  of  the  contest, 
which  concludes  December  24,  is  very  much  in 
doubt. 

Watch  for  a  further  report  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Evangelist. 


Weddings 

Kathy   Bechtol   to  Jack  Foster,   November  25,  at 

Bryan,    Ohio,    First   Brethren   Church;   Marlin  L. 

McCann,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  member  of 
Bryan  First  Brethren  Church. 

Jill  'Stonibaugh  to  Tony  Stever,  October  28,  at 
Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church;  Marlin  L. 
McCann,  pastor,  officiating.  Members  of  Bryan 
First   Brethren  Church. 

Donna  Gillam  to  Freeman  Goodyear,  September 
1,  at  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church;  Ralph 
Gibson,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Keith  Phillips  officiating. 
Members   of  Roanoke  First  Brethren  Church. 


Goldenaires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Louis  K.  Szczypiorski,  50th,  December 
22.  Members  of  the  Brethren  Church,  Ardmore, 
Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Hentze,  50th,  October  27.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Roanoke,  Ind. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elda  Dennis,  57th,  October  17.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Roanoke,  Ind. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Humke,  65th,  September  20. 
Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  Roanoke, 
Ind. 


Name 
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2.    Fill  in  new  address  below: 

Zip 

Name 

Address 

City                                             State 

Zip 

Date  new  address  in  effect 

3.    Mail  this  form  to: 

Address  Correction 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH     44805 


In  Memory 

Esther  Pearl  Russell,  91,  November  16.  Member 
for  65  years  of  the  Ft.  Scott,  Kans.,  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  David  Powell,  pastor,  and 
Rev.  George  Solomon. 

Mrs.  Bernice  Ulbricht,  75,  November  3.  Member 
for  45  years  of  the  South  Bend.,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Larry  R.  Baker,  pastor. 
Joseph  V.  Sloop,  73,  November  2.  Attended  the 
Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
William  H.  Kerner,  pastor. 

Loretta  Cooley,  79,  October  26.  Member  for  58 
years  of  the  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Marlin  L.  McCann,  pastor. 
Allen  Brooks,  82,  October  19.  Life-long  member 
of  the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  William  R.  Skeldon,  pastor. 
Verla  Corwin,  38,  October  10.  Attended  the  Bryan, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Marlin 
L.  McCann,  pastor. 


24 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


update 


Church    of   Brethren    Bd.    approves 
Global    Women's    Project 


Elgin,  111. — A  program  to  help  make  Americans 
more  conscious  of  their  affluent  lifestyle 
through  a  self-imposed  tax  on  luxury  items  was 
approved  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  General 
Board   during   its   fall   meetings   October  22-25. 

The  idea  for  the  project  was  initiated  by  women 
of  the  denomination  attending  a  national  women's 
gathering  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  women 
in  July.  The  participants  sketched  the  outlines  of 
the  program  and  brought  it  to  the  denomination's 
executive  staff  for  incorporation  into  denomina- 
tional programming. 

As  approved  by  the  Board,  the  project  will  raise 
money  by  encouraging  Brethren  to  examine  their 
own  overconsumption  and  wasteful  lifestyles  and 
contribute  a  self-imposed  luxury  tax  to  be  used 
for  programs  which  will  enable  the  fulfillment  and 
empowerment  of  Third  World  women.  Persons 
participating  in  the  program  will  need  to  deter- 
mine which  of  their  purchases  are  luxuries  and 
then,  at  what  percentage  to  tax  those  purchases. 

In    its    first    year,    the    program    will    provide 


Letters 


October   issue 


.... 


Am  busy  reading  the  October  Evangelist  re- 
ceived today.  I  join  with  many  others  in  express- 
ing appreciation  for  the  fine  publication.  I  am 
especially  thankful  for  the  expressions  of  Breth- 
ren "thinking  people."  I  am  happy  to  see  less 
"reprint"  and  more  of  our  own  people  and 
concerns. 

Now,  a  special  thank  you  to  Mrs.  Dorman  Ronk 
for  saying  something  that  needs  to  be  said.  I 
refer  to  As  I  See  It,  "The  Plight  of  Para- 
Payments  and  Brethren  Board  Budgets"  (October, 
p.  33).  I  have  read  much  on  the  subject,  but  she 
has  said  it  best!  Unfortunately,  all  of  our  people 
do  not  receive  the  Brethren  Evangelist.  For  these 
unfortunate  people,  I  request  permission  to  re- 
print   the    article    in    our    local    "Newsletter." 

Again,  I  thank  you. 

— Pastor  Jim  Black 

Milledgeville   Brethren    Church 
Milledgeville,    111. 


financial  support  for  at  least  two  projects  involv- 
ing Third  World  women.  The  primary  goal,  how- 
ever, of  the  Global  Women's  Project,  as  it  is  en- 
titled, is  to  sensitize  the  church  to  the  poverty, 
oppression,  and  injustice  imposed  upon  Third 
World  women  and  how  American  lifestyles  direct- 
ly contribute  to  that  oppression. 
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ii  


Congratulations  on  the  courage  and  faith  in 
God  to  use  all  things  to  His  good  in  printing  all 
of  the  letters  to  the  editor  in  the  October  issue. 
If  we  don't  discuss  among  ourselves,  we  cannot 
grow. 

— Rev.    Robert   B.    Clough 
Bridgewater,  Va. 
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Gaining   a   New   Perspective  Meditations  for  Expectant  Mothers 


HEAVEN  by  Joseph  Bayly   (David  C.  Cook,  1977, 
64  pp.,  $2.95  paperback). 

A  charge  that  is  frequently  leveled  against 
Christians  is  that  they  have  no  real  interest  in 
the  everyday,  real  world.  Their  faith  is  wrapped 
up  in  some  unknown  "pie-in-the-sky-in-the-sweet- 
by-and-by." 

At  first  glance,  the  title  of  Joseph  Bayly's  book, 
Heaven,  might  seem  to  reinforce  this  accusation. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  While 
the  general  topic  of  this  book  is  indeed  heaven, 
the  reader  is  continually  drawn  back  to  and  chal- 
lenged with  his  present  life. 

The  book  begins  with  a  monologue  by  Mr.  Bayly 
as  he  is  in  the  hospital  awaiting  surgery.  As  he 
thinks,  his  thoughts  turn  to  the  inevitable  reality 
of  death,  which  we  all  must  face.  As  he  looks  at 
this  present  possibility,  he  says, 

"My  courage  is  Christ.  My  hope  is 

Christ  and  the  door  to 

heaven  he  flung  open  by  his  own 

death  for  my  sins, 

my  hope  his  resurrection." 

The    topic    of   heaven   comes    up    as   Mr.    Bayly 

begins  to  imagine  the  conversation  that  will  take 

place  between  him  and  Christ  when  he   (Bayly) 

first  arrives  in  heaven.  Joseph  Bayly  and  Christ 

discuss  heaven  and  what  it  will  be  like,  and  they 

discuss  life  and  what  it  is  like. 

This  book  is  enjoyable  and  readable,  and  almost 
anyone  would  profit  from  reading  it.  The  only 
major  drawback  is  its  price.  Would  I  buy  it  at 
$2.95?  If  I  just  saw  it  sitting  on  a  shelf,  I  doubt 
it.  After  having  read  the  book,  however,  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  buy  it.  The  high  cost  is  amply  justi- 
fied by  the  high  quality  reproduction  of  the  photo- 
graphs that  make  up  at  least  half  of  the  book. 
The  photographs  are  important  and  play  as  much 
a  part  in  the  value  of  the  book  as  does  the  prose 
itself. 

Heaven  closes  with  these  thoughts: 

"Now  you  stand  on  a  mountain, 

like  my  servant  Moses, 

from  which  you 

can  see  the  wilderness  of 

your  earth  life  and  the  approaching 

happiness  of  the  promised  land, 

both  at  the  same  time. 

Do  you  find  your 

perspective  changing?" 

"I     do,  I  surely  do. 

Some  things  I  enjoyed  seem  to  be 

fading  away  as  I  see  heaven 

in  the  distance.  Others  are  vastly 

more  important.  My  values 


Joyfully   Expectant  by  Helen  K.   Hosier    (Revell, 
1977,  128  pp.,  $1.50  paperback). 

Joyfully  Expectant!  How  true,  as  every  mother 
can  testify.  As  I  recently  experienced  the  joys  and 
trials  of  expecting  our  first  child,  these  meditations 
spoke  to  my  heart.  Every  mother-to-be  has  a  spe- 
cial need  to  be  ministered  to,  and  this  book  helps 
in  meeting  that  special  need.  But  it  not  only  speaks 
to  the  expectant  mother.  It  also  has  a  message  for 
any  new  mother  or  grandmother,  or  even  a  father 
who  is  interested  in  God's  heritage — His  children! 

The  meditations  are  designed  lor  the  days  of 
waiting  for  the  baby's  arrival  and  begin  in  Genesis 
and  progress  through  the  Bible.  Some  of  the  scrip- 
tural expositions  that  I  particularly  appreciated 
were  taken  from  the  following  passages: 

Genesis  5:29,  dealing  with  the  importance  of  a 
name. 

Psalm  139:13-17,  dealing  with  the  infinite  knowl- 
edge of  God. 

Proverbs  14:1,  dealing  with  the  importance  of 
the  mother's  role  to  build  homes. 

Luke  2:22,  dealing  with  the  dedication  of  our 
children  and  the  rededication  of  ourselves. 

Luke  2:51,  dealing  with  the  topic  of  how  mother's 
hearts  cherish  the  actions  of  their  children. 

There  are  many  more  subjects  that  are  shared 
by  Helen  Hosier.  She  challenges  the  reader  with 
the  approaching  responsibility  of  motherhood,  but 
also  reminds  us  of  the  new  love  that  will  soon 
overflow  our  hearts.  Mrs.  Hosier  has  also  in- 
cluded poems  that  speak  to  us  in  tender  ways. 

This  book  would  make  an  ideal  gift  for  a  friend 
or  relative  who  is  expecting  a  baby,  no  matter  if 
it  is  her  first  or  tenth! 

"Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  .  .  ." 
Psalm  127:3. 

— Donna  Simmons 

Mrs.  Donna  Simmons  is  a  homemaker  and  the 
wife  of  the  pastor  of  the  Cerro  Gordo,  III.,  Brethren 
Church. 


seem  to  be  changing. 

I  may  not  long  for  death, 

but  I  surely  long  for  heaven." 

If  you  do  read  this  book,  you  will  surely  respond 

as  Mr.  Bayly  does.  Your  values  will  change  and  you 

will  see  things  from  a  new  perspective. 

—Robert  B.  Clough 

Rev.   Robert   Clough   is  pastor  of  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church,  Harrisonburg,   Va. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


finally,  brethren 

.  .  .  some  thoughts  to  take  with  you! 


Ukanh  T( 


One  particularly  dreary  day  in  November 
I  was  contemplating  1978  and  all  of  the 
activities  and  changes  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  during 
this  year.  A  rather  frustrating  year  it  was ! 

We  successfully  passed  an  IRS  audit  and 
celebrated  the  100th  birthday  of  the  Breth- 
ren Evangelist  .  .  .  two  items  for  which  we 
could  praise  the  Lord.  Both  of  these  took 
a  lot  of  extra  planning  during  the  year. 

Due  to  specific  needs  coming  out  of  the 
IRS  audit,  we  also  established  The 
Carpenter's  Shop  as  an  independent  cor- 
poration, separate  from  but  wholly  owned 
by  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company.  As 
of  November  1st  it  became  The  Carpenter's 
Shop,  Inc.,  and  Dan  DeVeny,  Ruth  Pyrch, 
and  Jim  Black  work  for  this  corporation 
rather  than  for  the  Publishing  Company. 
Because  of  the  needs  of  this  new  corpora- 
tion, Ron  Waters  became  a  part-time  em- 
ployee of  both  corporations,  doing  book- 
keeping, systems,  and  advertising  for  The 
Carpenter's  Shop,  Inc.,  and  serving  as  Pro- 
duction Manager  for  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company.  Confusing  enough  to  develop 
a  split  personality,  isn't  it? 

As  Ron  began  to  split  his  time,  Dick 
Winfield  moved  from  Editorial  Assistant  to 
Associate  Editor,  and  as  of  January  1st  will 
become  the  Editor  of  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist. Best  wishes,  Dick. 

Another  change  took  place  when  Beth 
Barber  left  us  for  the  more  challenging 
field  of  motherhood.  (Congratulations, 
Beth  and  Steve,  on  the  arrival  of 
Stephanie.)  And  so  we  welcome  Pat  Dovey 
on  our  staff  as  Sunday  school  representa- 
tive. Pat  will  be  with  us  in  the  afternoons, 
and  Paula  Deardurff,  along  with  her  other 


duties,  will  take  your  Sunday  school  orders 
in  the  mornings. 

It  was  a  full  year,  with  many  things 
happening  to  us.  Many  of  these  were  ex- 
citing; others  were  just  frustrating.  And 
so  I  reminisced.  Then  the  phone  rang  .  .  . 
an  invitation  to  drop  in  and  visit  the  Glenn 
Carpenters  and  Dorothy.  I  enjoyed  the 
opportunity  to  reminisce  some  more  with 
a  former  president  of  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  and  to  share  some  of  my 
feelings  about  this  frustrating  year. 

Then  ...  I  was  presented  with  a  sub- 
stantial check  for  the  work  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company.  A  check  not  for  the 
Publication  offering,  but  for  the  old  in- 
debtedness that  still  hangs  over  the  com- 
pany. The  dreary  day  brightened  consid- 
erably as  I  realized  the  interest  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carpenter  still  have  in  our  com- 
pany. It's  not  very  exciting  to  give  to  a 
debt,  but  the  gift  was  sure  encouraging 
to  me,  as  one  responsible  for  that  debt.  I 
thought  back  to  a  couple  of  other  checks 
received  during  the  year  that  were  desig- 
nated for  the  almost  forgotten  indebted- 
ness. And  I  realized  that,  though  the  year 
had  been  a  frustrating  one,  I  still  had  a 
warm  glow  because  of  all  of  you  who  are 
telling  me  in  so  many  ways,  "We're  behind 
you,  John,"  and  who  are  encouraging  us  in 
the  work  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company. 

I  just  want  to  say  a  big  personal  "Thank 
you"  to  the  Carpenters,  who  made  my 
day,  and  to  all  of  you  who  have  made  my 
year. 

Tb 

John  D.  Rowsey 


December  1978 
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